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An Angel Visits Mary
Luke 1:26–38

God sent the angel Gabriel to visit a young woman. Her name was Mary. She was scared. She had never seen an angel before.
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Gabriel said, “Don’t be afraid. You are very special to God. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son. You must name him Jesus. He will be called the Son of the Most High God.”

 

Mary asked, “How can it be so? I am not married.”
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Gabriel answered, “With God, all things are possible.”

 

Mary said, “I love God. I will do what he has chosen me to do.”
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Baby Jesus Is Born
Luke 2:1–7

Mary loved Joseph. Mary and Joseph were going to be married soon. Joseph lived in Nazareth, but his family lived in Bethlehem.
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A new leader named Caesar ordered all the people to go back to their homeland. He wanted to count all the people in his kingdom. So Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem.

 

Mary was going to have her baby soon. When they arrived in Bethlehem, they looked for a safe place to sleep, but all the rooms were full.
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Finally, a man was able to help them. He offered them his stable. They decided to make the best of it.

 

Joseph made a warm place for Mary to rest. While they were there, baby Jesus was born.
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Mary wrapped Jesus in strips of cloth and gently laid him in a manger.
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Shepherds Visit
Luke 2:8–20

On the night Jesus was born, shepherds were watching their sheep. Suddenly, an angel stood before them. God’s light shined all around.

[image: image]

 

[image: image]

The angel said, “Do not be afraid. I bring joyful news to all people. Today, in the town of Bethlehem, a Savior has been born! He is lying in a manger.”
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Then a choir of angels appeared. They sang, “Glory to God in the highest! Peace and goodwill to everyone on earth!”

 

The shepherds rushed to Bethlehem. There they found baby Jesus. They told Mary and Joseph what the angel said.
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As they returned to their sheep, the shepherds told everyone what they had seen and heard. All along the way, the shepherds shouted praises to God.
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The Bright Star and Three Visitors
Matthew 2:1–12

When Jesus was born, God put a special star in the sky. Some Wise Men who lived far away saw this star. They knew it was a sign from God that a new king had been born.

[image: image]

 

The Wise Men followed the star. On their way, they decided to stop in the city of Jerusalem to see King Herod. The Wise Men wanted to ask him about the baby king.
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Now, Herod was a mean king. He tried to trick the Wise Men. “You must find the baby king so I can worship him, too,” Herod said. But that was a lie. He wanted to get rid of this new baby king.
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When the Wise Men left Herod’s palace, they followed the star. The star led them to Bethlehem. There they found young Jesus. They worshiped him and gave him gifts fit for a king: gold and sweet-smelling spices.
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After the Wise Men left Jesus, an angel appeared to them in a dream. He warned them, “Do not go back to King Herod.” So the Wise Men went home on a different road.

 

An Angry King
Matthew 2:13–23

When the Wise Men did not return, King Herod became very angry.
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He yelled at his soldiers, “Go and find the boy! I will be the only king of the Jews!”

 

But God’s angel warned Joseph in a dream, “Take your family and escape to Egypt. Do not return until I tell you it is safe.”
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That night, Joseph, Mary, and Jesus left for Egypt.
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Years later, God’s angel said to Joseph in a dream, “King Herod is dead. Now it is safe to leave Egypt.” So Joseph, Mary, and Jesus left Egypt and went back home to Nazareth.

 

When Jesus Grew Up

When Jesus grew up, he did many amazing things. Jesus healed sick people, calmed dangerous storms, and fed thousands of people from just a little bit of food. He could do these things because he is God’s Son.
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Jesus loved people so much, he died on a cross for everybody’s sins. He is in heaven now. Someday, he will come back to take all the people who love him to heaven.

 

The bestselling Bible storybook of our time—over 5 million sold!
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For even more Bible fun, open up the bestselling classic—The Beginner’s Bible®. With vibrant art and compelling text, more than 90 Bible stories come to life. Kids ages 6 and under will enjoy the fun illustrations of Noah helping the elephant onto the ark, Jonah praying inside the fish, and more as they discover The Beginner’s Bible® just like millions of children before.

Check out these other products featuring The Beginner’s Bible®:

 

The Beginner’s Bible for Toddlers® • 978-0-310-71408-8
The Beginner’s Bible®—Book of Devotions—My Time with God• 978-0-310-71481-1
I Can Read: Adam and Eve in the Garden• 978-0-310-71552-8
I Can Read: Daniel and the Lions• 978-0-310-71551-1
I Can Read: David and the Giant• 978-0-310-71550-4
I Can Read: Esther and the King• 978-0-310-71460-6
I Can Read: Jesus and His Friends• 978-0-310-71461-3
I Can Read: Jesus Saves the World• 978-0-310-71553-5
I Can Read: Jonah and the Big Fish• 978-0-310-71459-0
I Can Read: Noah and the Ark• 978-0-310-71458-3


Available at your local bookstore!
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About the Publisher

Founded in 1931, Grand Rapids, Michigan-based Zondervan, a division of HarperCollins Publishers, is the leading international Christian communications company, producing best-selling Bibles, books, new media products, a growing line of gift products and award-winning children’s products. The world’s largest Bible publisher, Zondervan (www.zondervan.com) holds exclusive publishing rights to the New International Version of the Bible and has distributed more than 150 million copies worldwide. It is also one of the top Christian publishers in the world, selling its award-winning books through Christian retailers, general market bookstores, mass merchandisers, specialty retailers, and the Internet. Zondervan has received a total of 68 Gold Medallion awards for its books, more than any other publisher.
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Share Your Thoughts

With the Author: Your comments will be forwarded to
the author when you send them to zauthor@zondervan.com.

With Zondervan: Submit your review of this book
by writing to zreview@zondervan.com.

Free Online Resources at
www.zondervan.com



	[image: image]	Zondervan Author Tracker: Be notified whenever your favorite authors publish new books, go on tour, or post an update about what’s happening in their lives.
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	Daily Bible Verses and Devotions: Enrich your life with daily Bible verses or devotions that help you start every morning focused on God.
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	Free Email Publications: Sign up for newsletters on fiction, Christian living, church ministry, parenting, and more.
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	Zondervan Bible Search: Find and compare Bible passages in a variety of translations at www.zondervanbiblesearch.com.
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	Other Benefits: Register yourself to receive online benefits like coupons and special offers, or to participate in research.
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