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					where insects abound.
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					and adult, the last part.
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					Most pond insects bite.

					Water boatmen do not.

					As nymphs they live down

					in the leaves and the rot.

				

			

			
				
					Breathing under the water 

					is really no trouble.

					They swim to the top

					and drag down a bubble.

				

			

			
				
					When the air is used up,

					before they can drown,

					they capture another

					and take it back down.

				

			

		

		
			


			
				
					When they are ready

					to take off and fly,
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					Before we leave insects,

					let’s visit one more.
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					In fact, I see four!

				

			

			
				
					With long legs, it runs

					on the water, and yet

					it doesn’t fall in

					and it doesn’t get wet.
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					Two middle legs row.

					Two hind legs steer,

					you’ll be happy to know.
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					in the cattails onshore,
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					GLOSSARY

					Amoeba: A blob-like organism not visible without a microscope. 

					Gills: The breathing organs of some underwater animals.

					Glean: To gather or collect.

					Grooves: Long, narrow cuts.

				

			

			
				
					Larva: A young animal that changes shape (form) as it grows to become an adult.

					Microscope: An instrument used to view things too small to be seen by the eye alone.

					Prey: An animal hunted for food.

					Scour: To clean by rubbing very hard.

					Spirulina: An algae plant that cannot be seen without a microscope.

				

			

		

		
			


			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Big Book of Bugs by Theresa Greenaway (Dorling Kindersley, Big Books). Get a close-up view of bugs in this book illustrated with photographs. For kindergarten and up.

					Ducks Don’t Get Wet by Augusta Goldin, illustrated by Helen K. Davie (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science®, Stage 1). Learn how ducks keep dry. For preschool and up.

				

			

			
				
					From Tadpole to Frog by Wendy Pfeffer, illustrated by Holly Keller (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science®,  Stage 1). An introduction to the life cycle of frogs. For preschool and up.

					Look Out for Turtles! by Melvin Berger, illustrated by Megan Lloyd (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science®, Stage 2). An introduction to the many different kinds of turtles by a well-known science writer. For grades one and up.

					What’s It Like to Be a Fish? by Wendy Pfeffer, illustrated by Holly Keller (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science®, Stage 1). Learn all about fish by studying a goldfish. For preschool and up.
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					Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry?

					Wish for a Fish

					Would You Rather Be a Pollywog?
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							There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

								—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

								Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

								The Ohio State University

							Learn to Read. Read to Learn.
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