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Think of every assassination you've ever heard about.

For most people, a few of these major ones come to mind: Caesar, Abraham Lincoln, John Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi, Indira Gandhi, Anwar Sadat, John Lennon, Israel's Prime Minister Rabin, Pakistan's Benazir Bhutto. From start to finish, all of these attacks -- combined -- took place in less than one minute. And the hundreds of attacks studied for this book, all of them combined, took place in less than a half-hour. Those thirty minutes, surely the most influential in world history, offer important insights that can help today's protectors defeat tomorrow's attackers.







"Sever the edge between before and after."
Takuan Soho, Zen Master, author of The Unfettered Mind, 1600






	Now
	Chapter 1



This is not the time for thinking. This is not the time for planning. This is the time for action. It is 2:25 PM on March 30, 1981, and the system of Presidential appearances is chugging along just fine, at least by all appearances. A group of people behind a slender cordon is waiting to see President Reagan walk to his car. Some are waiting to get a closer look at him, some are waiting to photograph him, others are waiting to call out questions, and one is waiting to kill him.
The media reporters and technicians are part of the system of Presidential appearances. Political promoters like them to be close, protectors like them to be far away, and presidents don't like them at all. Nonetheless, they are part of the system, and this afternoon, they are helping to conceal John Hinckley, who is not part of the system. Not yet anyway.
In a second or two, Hinckley's actions will cause the system's gears to grind as they try to digest something new: bullets. The assailant has six bullets in his handgun, and he's about to fire them all. When this happens, some people will flinch and duck, some will fall, others will stand tall. John Hinckley will become part of the system, his quality-control test improving it in the long run, but having terrible consequences in the short run.
The President walks out of the hotel. Though Hinckley glimpses him for just an instant, he draws the gun and begins firing. At the sound of the first gunshot, nobody standing on the sidewalk of the Washington Hilton Hotel recognizes what is happening -- nobody other than Hinckley, that is. For some, it takes another shot and seeing people fall. For others, it will take all six shots to call their minds into this moment.
Since the attack began and ended in less than two seconds, it's easy to understand how some people who were right there had no idea what had happened until afterwards. Just two seconds, and the shooting was over. This book is entirely about those tiny fractions of time. These pages do not explore the planning that precedes attacks, the rationale behind them, the nature of conspiracy, the social and cultural conditions that foment them, or the psychology of attackers -- all important topics that have been addressed in other books. We are concerned here only with events at the scene of the attack, during the attack.
There are many disciplines that break events down to their elements. When judging a guitar, for example, experts listen for four things in particular, described by the term ASDR:
Attack (the first sound that comes from the instrument when a note is played), Sustain (how long the instrument body holds the pure sound of the note), Decay (how long it takes the sound to die), and Release (the end of the sound).
Our scrutiny must be as precise, given the stakes. Were this a book for pilots, it would be about crashes and near-crashes, not about routine flight, aircraft maintenance, nor navigation. Instead, it would explore the lessons that present themselves from the moment an aircraft comes out of stable flight until the moment the incident ends -- such incidents always ending in one of two ways: The pilot regains control, or the aircraft crashes.
The moment protective operations come out of stable flight is usually marked by the sound of gunfire. In most of the hundreds of incidents we studied, that sound is what led protectors to know an attack had commenced.
However, there's an event before the sound of gunfire that actually marks the start of an attack: the Moment of Commitment. That's the instant in which an assailant first takes an obvious action likely to reveal intent, an action from which he cannot easily retreat. It might be his bringing a gun into view, or pushing forward through the crowd, jumping onto the stage, or raising his arm with a knife, but whatever it is, he knows he's not likely going home when his act is over. It is this Moment of Commitment that starts the clock on a critical race between safety and lethality.
Sometime (i.e., some time) after the Moment of Commitment comes the Moment of Recognition. This is the instant when protectors get their minds around what is happening, a prerequisite to getting their arms around what is happening -- and more significantly, getting their arms around the assailant or the protectee. Watch the videos and films of attacks and the Moment of Recognition is unmistakable. You will see a powerful energy bolt through everyone present. The target freezes and recoils, the bodyguards and the attacker begin an awkward and disturbing ballet, onlookers surge forward to see, then backward to survive. A chorus of screams and gasps is heard long after the violence has stopped.
The extensive study undertaken for this book has produced many insights, the most striking of which is also the simplest:
From the Moment of Commitment onward, the overwhelming majority of public figure attacks are over in less than five seconds. Within just those few seconds, all the damage that will be done has been done.
The five-second statistic could be discouraging to protectors, because it grants them very little time to respond effectively. However, embedded within that five-second statistic is one of the most encouraging lessons we learned:
Attackers are even more handicapped by the speeding clock than are protectors.
Just as an attacker benefits from the narrowness of time in which protectors can respond, so do protectors benefit from the ever-narrowing time the attacker has to complete his act.
For an attacker like Hinckley, the choice to bring a handgun into play carries an enormous and immediate consequence: Where time served him before he revealed the gun, afterwards, it begins to enslave him. The gun he wields as a weapon can also be seen as the starting pistol for a race. From the moment he introduces it, he is fighting time, and hopefully (for our purposes), he is fighting capable protectors.
Given such a small window of time, if the Moment of Recognition is moved forward by even a fraction of a second, allowing a protector to respond during that gained time, the odds of survival increase profoundly. You are about to learn concepts that can prepare your mind to reach the Moment of Recognition sooner.
Attackers have plenty of time before the Moment of Commitment, but from that instant onwards they have almost no time at all. The asset of surprise cannot sustain its value for it's spent entirely in a flash. After that flash, most attackers rely so heavily upon speed that it quickly becomes their greatest weakness. Speed is an enemy of accuracy and composure -- both necessary components of successful attacks. If the presence of protectors doesn't deter an attack, protective strategies can at least compel an attacker to rush.
Those intending assassination have some advantages over their targets, but many more factors work against them than for them. Thousands of opportunities exist for them to fail, and only one slender opportunity exists for them to succeed. Often, both literally and figuratively, assassins have one shot at success -- and they know this. Accordingly, though assassination might be seen as a reckless act, it is rarely committed recklessly.
There's a popular belief that attackers have the advantage, even over sophisticated protective operations, because they can choose when to attack. In reality, however, most attackers do not get to choose precisely when to attack. They may select the date or the general period, but the timing that really matters -- the Moment of Commitment -- is dictated and stimulated by events attackers rarely control: When does the target come into view or into the killing zone? How long will he remain there? When is the target nearest? Are protectors close to the attacker? Are protectors focused on the attacker? Are bystanders focused on the attacker? Is the target moving or stationary? When is the space between attacker and target most free of obstructions? Is this instant the best moment for attack, or this one... or will there be a better one if I wait?
Effective protective strategies can influence how an attacker answers these questions, and often, more often than we know, the answers cause him to delay, postpone, or even cancel his plans. Though history offers many examples of attackers who aborted their attempts, this book focuses on those who acted on their plans -- and on the few seconds it took them to do so.
It's About Time
The cases in the Compendium show the number of attacks that happened in the daytime versus at night, and how many were political versus personal -- but such information is not useful for our purposes here. If you know, for example, that 70% of past attacks occurred in the daytime, it doesn't mean you give 30% less attention or preparation during the night. Similarly, knowing that 75% of all assassins were mentally ill does not have much value to a bodyguard intercepting someone who suddenly charges through a crowd. There is no time for mental health diagnosis, and the bodyguard must not ignore people just because they appear sane or reasonable, nor focus only on those who appear deranged.
Some statistics, however, can be useful to protectors. For example, knowing that most attacks are launched from within 25 feet of the target can encourage protectors to focus most of their attention and resources on the close range, rather than watching only for snipers on distant rooftops.
The Compendium cases offer other useful insights:
	In the U.S., attacks are most likely to be undertaken by lone assailants (87% of the time). Outside the U.S., attacks are most likely committed by multiple assailants (71%).
	Attacks in the U.S. are about as likely to be indoors as outdoors (53% versus 47%). Outside the U.S., they are far more likely to occur outdoors (80%).
	Firearms are the most likely weapons of attack (71%).
	In the U.S., handguns are more than twice as likely to be used than long guns (51% handguns, 20% long guns). Outside the U.S., the reverse is true.
	Attacks in the U.S. are most likely to be at close range, less than 25 feet (81%). Only 19% occurred at more than 25 feet, the longest range being 263 feet. Outside the U.S., even though long guns are used twice as often, most attacks still occur at close range (70%). Combining this fact with the less effective emergency care found in most other countries, it's not surprising that attacks outside the U.S. are more likely to be lethal.
	Bombs succeed at killing intended targets only slightly more often than they fail (57% of the time).
	The most dangerous place to be is in or around the protectee's car. Sixty-four percent of attacks happen when the protected person is in or around the car, and these attacks succeed an astonishing 77% of the time.
	Not all targets chose to have protectors, however when attacks were unsuccessful, protector action was the reason about 57% of the time. History is giving a strong endorsement for at-risk people to have protectors!

While this information has value for developing protective strategies, once an attack has commenced, almost all knowledge becomes useless mental clutter.
Perhaps the single most valuable thing a protector could know is when future attacks will happen -- and that we do know, precisely:
One hundred percent of all attacks happen at exactly the same time: Now.
The only time anything can happen is in the present moment. Everything else is a memory (the past) or a fantasy (the future), and nothing in the past or future can hurt your protectee. An attacker's Moment of Commitment is always in the Now, and if you hope to meet him there, you too must be in the Now. Focusing attention on the Now is the surest way to be present and ready in the event of an attack, literally to be in the event, and not just a bystander watching events unfold.
To be present at the location is one thing, but to be there in time is the central issue of this book. You could place yourself in the perfect position for foiling an attack (many bodyguards have), and yet if you are not present in the moment, pre-sent as it were, your body being there is not likely to be of constructive consequence.
Preparing to Be Present
Professional protectors already know a lot about maintaining physical readiness, but it's the mind that must first be properly prepared, the mind that controls the hands, arms, eyes, and ears. There are strategies available to help prepare warriors, based upon knowing how the body responds to lethal combat, what happens to your blood flow, your muscles, judgment, memory, vision, and your hearing when someone is trying to kill you. Police officers, soldiers, and protectors can learn how to keep going even if shot, and how to prepare the mind and body for survival instead of defeat. This is much more than mere information; the knowledge itself can be a kind of armor.[?]
Just as a computer functions best when loaded with accurate and relevant data, we encourage protectors to mentally download the information in this book. Getting the strategies into practice begins with getting them into your mind.
Speaking of the mind, imagine for a moment that your mind is a time machine able to take you into the past or the future. Now realize that you need not imagine this at all, because your mind is a time machine, one that almost always takes you out of the present moment. You might have enjoyable or even useful journeys, but while you're on them, you cannot truly be in the present.
Every thought about anything outside the Now is a burden that makes you mentally heavier, while focusing your perception on the ever-changing Now makes you lighter and more agile. For a protector, it all comes down to this question: Will you be present to recognize the earliest detectable signs of an attack, or will you be elsewhere, called back to the moment by the sound of gunfire?
Even if a loud sound ends your time travel and pulls you back to the present, that doesn't mean you've reached the Moment of Recognition. You still have to spend time coming to understand what's happening. Your senses can alert you to danger, but on their own they can't tell you what caused that loud noise. In other words, the gunshot and the Moment of Recognition are rarely simultaneous.
You might think that all of your training on how to respond to an attack automatically kicks in at the sound of gunfire. But it doesn't. Nor should it. If you're an experienced protector, you already know this. You've heard many sounds at public appearances that were indistinguishable from gunfire -- dropped trays, firecrackers, cars backfiring, balloons popping -- and yet you didn't always pull your protectee from the stage. That's because even a sound like gunfire is rarely enough on its own to get you to the Moment of Recognition and stimulate the Big Response that might follow. On hearing such sounds, protectors (for better or for worse) tend to look for other indicators to complete the puzzle before responding.
On the one hand, protectors want to respond effectively at the earliest possible instant; on the other hand, they dread acting prematurely. Nobody wants to charge across the baseball field during the National Anthem, knock the famous singing star to the dirt -- and then find out that the gunshot sound was actually a backfire in the parking lot. This is the protector's great conflict: Act too early and risk embarrassment. Act too late, and risk everything.
The only way to be fully certain before responding is to allow more of the event to unfold. But how many pieces of the puzzle must you see before you can know what image is being formed (or at least be willing to commit to a guess)? The answer might differ from person to person, but clearly, in order to see the earliest pieces of the puzzle, your attention must be focused on the Now.
Consider the true meaning of the popular expression, passing the time: When someone is merely passing the time, he is passing events that are occurring right in front of him, passing the Now. Or another expression, killing time, which is, quite literally, killing the one resource a protector needs most. Imagine that a protector's mind is anywhere else when something calls him back to the present. He'll then need time to land, time to assess, time to conclude, time to respond. But he has been killing the very time he needs.
The concept of spending time is perfectly apt: Once spent, time is gone, just like any other resource. In the economy of public figure attack, time is spent in tiny increments -- and each one is priceless.
Just an instant before confirming that the sound of gunfire actually is gunfire, a bodyguard might have been thinking about the complicated route back to the car, or whether the protectee's speech is almost over, or about the loading-dock door that got stuck at the half-way point on this morning's advance. A bodyguard might have been thinking about staying on schedule, keeping intact a complex web of logistics, or he might be even farther from this moment, thinking about an upcoming vacation.
But wherever attention might have been an instant ago, from the Moment of Recognition onward, bodyguards are firmly rooted in the present, riding a terrible roller coaster of shifting priorities:
	Cover the protectee
	Stop the attack
	Subdue the attacker
	Get the protectee out of here

Though a bodyguard might have the objective of stopping the gunfire, that goal is rarely reached. In most incidents we studied, it was the gunmen who decided when to stop shooting.
If the protectee has not been hit by gunfire, your priority might be to pull or push him out of danger, or to cover him. If you are closer to the attacker, your priority might be to disrupt the shooter's aim or view. If the protectee has just been shot, your priority shifts again, this time to ensuring that he is not hit by another bullet.
If the protectee has been injured and the attacker is no longer shooting, your priority likely shifts to stopping blood loss and getting the protectee to emergency medical care. That priority doesn't change even if the protectee is dead: Protectors rush to the damn hospital anyway, knowing all along the awful drive that doctors won't be able to do anything more than confirm the obvious.
This was the experience of protectors rushing to hospitals with the dead or soon-to-be-dead bodies of John F. Kennedy, Israeli Prime Minister Rabin, and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat -- hoping that time still mattered, while facing the one situation in which it doesn't matter at all. It's hard to imagine that gunfire aimed in one's direction is ever desirable, yet the protectors in these three cases would tell you they preferred the moments of danger over the moments that followed, and the years that followed.
Rewinding History
When Secret Service Agent Jerry Parr realized that someone was shooting at them, he moved President Reagan toward his limousine, with the intention of getting him out of harm's way. Looked at superficially, one could conclude that President Reagan was hit by one of Hinckley's bullets precisely because he was moved into the position where he was hit. (The bullet that hit the President entered his chest as he was being pushed into the car.) Secret Service Agent Dennis McCarthy who was on the scene that day later reported that had agents not reacted as quickly as they did, "Reagan probably wouldn't have been hit." In other words, had President Reagan been left where he was when the gunfire began, and had all other factors remained the same, he would not have been shot as he was.
To be clear, however, we totally favor getting the President into the car; that was the right move, and Jerry Parr did it effectively. Our larger point is that everything a bodyguard does or does not do during an attack has consequences. For example, a bodyguard for South Korean President Park Chung Hee shot at a gunman in the crowd, missed the gunman, and killed a young choirgirl. The assailant fired a poorly aimed bullet toward the bodyguard, and instead hit the President's wife in the head, killing her.
Can we second guess who caused what, who precisely is to blame for precisely which result? No. But we can rewind history and harvest the wisdom that's offered. So let's go back to the Hinckley attack. Let's go into it deeper than most people ever have, for it teaches many profound lessons about the Moment of Recognition.

Photo from the Ronald Reagan Library

Using images that can be broken down into fractions of seconds, the incident looks like this: The President walks into view, stimulating Hinckley's Moment of Commitment. Hinckley fires the first shot. The first and clearest visible reaction is from Presidential Aide Michael Deaver. Deaver actually heard a bullet whiz through the air near his head. Unconsciously, his body takes over, the muscles in his back and shoulders pull him down to half his height. The video shows other people reacting similarly. A Washington D.C. police officer ducks almost to the ground, and Presidential Press Secretary James Brady falls to the pavement.
By the second shot, Jerry Parr is already reacting, ahead of all other agents who are visible. His left arm has bent, his hands have begun to come up toward Reagan. Next, Secret Service agents Ray Shaddick and Tim McCarthy each show a visible reaction: They have both ducked to heights lower than the President.
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Hinckley is firing at will, and he is calm. He is quite accurately tracking the President's movement toward the car. When the President is occasionally blocked from his view, Hinckley pulls the trigger anyway, literally shooting people out of the way. First to fall is Presidential Press Secretary James Brady (shot in the head), then D.C. police officer Tom Delahanty (shot in the neck).

Photo from NBC News Archives

Secret Service Agent Tim McCarthy is hit because he is standing in the way of Hinckley's shots at President Reagan (by now a Reagan/Parr amalgamation). Had McCarthy not been standing there as he was, that bullet might well have hit Reagan or Parr.
Now being pushed forward by Parr, the President is momentarily behind the glass of the open limousine door. Hinckley -- still tracking very well -- fires a shot that strikes the glass in that door. He has two bullets left.
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The President is passing through an opening between the car door and the car, and he is finally in Hinckley's direct view. For the first time, nobody (no body) and nothing (no thing) is between the two men. The previously unflappable and accurate Hinckley is becoming less calm and more rushed because another Special Agent McCarthy, Dennis McCarthy, is now flying through the air toward him. Consequently, Hinckley's shot #5 is slightly too far left to hit the President. It hits the car instead of the President, and Hinckley is granted an unforeseen result: The bullet flattens out to a sharp, dime-sized disk, bounces off the car, and enters the President's chest.
Hinckley's life of insignificance has just been corrected in a millisecond. Though his view of the wounded President is quickly vanishing, he still has one shot left. He pulls the trigger -- but Dennis McCarthy's bear-like descent onto his back sends that last shot into oblivion, the bullet never to be recovered. (Some believe it struck a building across the street.) As he was pushed to the ground, Hinckley continued to click the trigger just in case he had any shots left.
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Given what could have been known to protectors during the attack, and given all that we now know, we can agree that getting the President into the car was the right move. So let's now rewind back to Jerry Parr's Moment of Recognition, to the moment he embarks on his response to the shooting. In so doing, we can pick up the diploma offered by these few seconds.
Though there is no absolute consensus about the order of Hinckley's shots after Brady and Delahanty were hit, we are comfortable with this reconstruction: At the instant Jerry Parr decided to put his hands on the President and start shoving him forward (no small decision, by the way), Hinckley was tracking Reagan at about stomach height. McCarthy caught the first bullet that had a good chance of hitting the President. The next bullet hit the glass in the car door directly in line with the President as he walked. Hinckley was shooting very well as Parr moved the President along and bent him down to enter the car. As the President's head passed through the opening between the car door and the car, Hinckley was afforded his first and best direct view. The President's head was at the height that Hinckley's shots had been connecting with the car.
Press the Pause button right here: Had Jerry Parr's Moment of Recognition been even a few hundredths of a second later, that dime-sized disk would likely have hit the President in the head or neck, and likely killed him.
Good old Jerry Parr had come through brilliantly -- and we call him good "old" Jerry Parr intentionally -- to make a point about experience. Many think of protective work as a young man's game. Younger protectors are better able to work long hours on their feet, might have faster reaction time, and might be more fit, but they do not generally have the same level of control over their minds as more seasoned protectors. They do not have thousands of experience files in their heads to compare to the present situation. By the time Jerry Parr reached March 30, 1981, he had already emerged from a thousand buildings into the flashbulbs and excited energy of a thousand waiting crowds.
He had made that walk to the car thousands of times -- not always the same car, not always the same protectee -- but always the same possibilities along the way. Like all experienced protectors, he had many times heard a popping noise that turned out to be something other than a gunshot. And every time, that sound triggered a nearly instant and intuitive evaluation of everything within perception -- and yet Parr never before invoked the Big Response (knocking the protectee to the ground or roughly accelerating him into the car). He had in the past put his hands on a protectee, moved him to the side, sped him up, and slowed him down, but despite hearing sounds like gunfire, he had not ever before completed the Big Response as he did this time.
By knowing the flavor of non-attack situations, good old Jerry Parr inversely knew the flavor of attack situations. He heard a pop, saw extreme movement in the periphery, and immediately his hands began to come up. By the second pop, he was already committed to completing an action. We can't know all that Parr's intuition weighed and responded to, but we do know it took him about three tenths of a second to move through assessment of the sound, assessment of his other perceptions, the Moment of Recognition, and his commitment to the Big Response.
Jerry Parr's experience gave him (and President Reagan) other advantages: He had less fear of being wrong than some younger agents would have had. A younger agent might apply more hesitation before invoking the Big Response. Who wants to be the guy who pushes an aging President to the ground because a tire bursts a block away? But Parr was at a stage in his career and character development that he could, even if he were wrong in his assessment and response, confidently stare down any detractors. He could take the heat. Had the noise turned out to be something other than a gunshot, Parr could find satisfaction in knowing he did the right thing no matter what others might say or believe.
Parr's experience continued to serve the President even after he got him into the car. Just seconds after the gunfire stopped, the limousine sped toward The White House. Nobody yet knew that the President has been hit, not even the President. Feeling some pain in his chest, he thought perhaps a rib was broken or sprained when Parr pushed him to the floor of the car and jumped on top of him. In fact, the flattened bullet was doing grave damage inside his chest, but President Reagan felt alert and appeared fine when he asked Parr to get off him. "You're hurting me, Jerry."
Even though Parr observed no obvious problems, he ran his hands under the President's suit. No blood. But then Parr saw blood in the President's mouth. It was red, bubbly, and it instantly led Parr to his second Moment of Recognition for March 30th -- and his second Big Response: He ordered the driver to a new destination, George Washington Hospital. Every doctor and scholar familiar with the case has concurred that the President would likely have died in the absence of that decision.
The issues of age and experience also apply to Dennis McCarthy. During more than a decade and a half as a protector, he too had heard plenty of popping sounds, car backfires, firecrackers, and bursting balloons. The sound of the first shot could have been anything, but when the sound came again, Dennis McCarthy invoked the Big Response just a tenth of a second after Jerry Parr. For all practical purposes, the two men responded simultaneously, while many of the others present were still far from their own individual Moments of Recognition.
Like Jerry Parr, Dennis McCarthy had the confidence and character to risk being wrong. If he jumped on some person who turned out to pose no danger, Dennis McCarthy could handle it; he could help the person up, apologize, and then face whatever consequences followed. That is less true for an agent on the first day of his first protective assignment.
Neither man wasted any of his very limited time reaching for a weapon. Both responded quickly and effectively. Of course, nobody on the sidewalk that afternoon could move faster than Hinckley's bullets -- an ever-constant fact that underscores the value of detecting and recognizing the Moment of Commitment as early as possible.

In the coming chapters, close-quarter attacks will get most of our attention, for two reasons: First, they represent nearly 80% of all attacks. Second, the close-quarter attack provides the best situation for studying the contest between protector and attacker, and as such represents our greatest opportunity to make meaningful improvements in protector performance. Since bombs don't allow for much of a contest, there are limited opportunities to improve how protectors respond at the moment of an explosion. With close-quarter attacks, however, there is plenty of room for improvement.
The basic elements of assassination haven't changed in centuries, technology having not brought the sea change to assassination or protection that it has to almost everything else. For attackers, the most significant technological changes involve remote control detonation of explosives, and for protectors the most significant changes involve weapons screening and light armor (for wearing, vehicles, buildings, etc.). Perhaps because not much has changed in attacker strategies, not much has changed in protective strategies either.
Ideally, in studying any topic, you reach a point at which you stop finding new wrinkles and instead identify factors that appear and reappear regularly. In the study of spousal homicide, for example, there's no shortage of data; in America, a woman is killed by a spouse every two hours. So after you've drawn lessons from, say, a thousand cases, and you've seen the same dynamic again and again, it's possible to develop binding theories. That's where we are with public figure attack: Having drawn lessons from hundreds of attacks and thousands of simulated attacks, we've now got some new insights that can influence protective strategies. Ironically, some of the key wisdom revealed to us through this study was already known to animals.
Nature has developed remarkable defense systems, from the shell that protects the turtle, to the well-armed hive that reacts to intruders with single-minded coordination, each citizen willing to give everything to protect the queen. And yet, no matter how sophisticated or long-evolved a defense system might be, predators still catch prey off-guard frequently.
Mankind deploys its most impressive defense strategies and resources to protect a relatively few people. People are protected because of love or confidence, fear or admiration -- the reason hardly matters; even a criminal sentenced to death has someone committed to keeping him safe, lest the prison be robbed of its prey prematurely.
Predatory animals usually devour prey in order to convert flesh into fuel. Most human predators, however, seek power, not food. To destroy or damage something is to take its power. This applies equally to a political movement, a government, a campaign, a career, a performance, a fortune, or a religion. To push a pie into the face of the world's richest man is to take his power, if only for a moment.
When viewed as a contest between predator and prey, assassination looks much like predation in nature: The surprise, the sudden movement, the burst of hostile energy, the jerky resistance, the wish to escape. Most often, there's no real chase; the predator seems to come from nowhere and from everywhere at the same time. Even the most impressive defense systems, even those that could be lethal to the attacker if deployed, usually don't get deployed because there just isn't enough time.
If an animal taken by a predator could speak after the fact, he'd likely tell us the same thing we hear after an assassination: "It all happened so fast; there wasn't time to do anything." But with man, there usually is.
Time is the central theme of this book, and we are committed to respecting yours. Accordingly, this is a book of just five chapters -- five chapters that explore five seconds or less. Though our research netted plenty of interesting stories, insights, and ideas (some of which are presented in the Compendium and Appendices), here for easy reference is a brief look at the essential lessons covered in the next four chapters:
Essential Lesson of Chapter Two ("Time"):

Attackers are profoundly handicapped by time, and ready protectors who are in position to respond can prevail, almost always.


See attacks as races. You'll win if you start at roughly the same place as your opponent, and at the same time as your opponent (or as close in time as possible). When attackers and protectors are on an even playing field, protectors will almost always prevail.
Time is the thread that weaves together every chapter and every story in this book. For example, in the chapter entitled "Space," about location and distance, the true relevance of being close to an attacker or close to your protectee is that your proximity reduces the time it takes to reach him. You'll learn the welcome news that the physics of attack favors protectors. Just knowing this fact can help protectors prevail.
Essential Lessons of Chapter Three ("Mind"):

All attacks happen at the same time: Now. If you intend to meet the attack, you must be there mentally, not just physically.


The information and concepts in this book are intended to prepare your mind to be present during the one and only time in which anyone can possibly pose a threat: the present, Now. That's also the only time in which a protector can possibly do anything relevant to safety. Everything that happens, happens now. And yet most of our mental energy is spent (or misspent) on things that happened long ago, things that haven't happened yet, and things that never will. Memory is a fine servant, but a terrible master. For protectors, thinking about nearly anything that occurred a moment before now becomes as destructive to effectiveness as worrying about something that happened a decade ago.
Essential Lessons of Chapter Four ("Space"):

Every location contains inherent advantages and disadvantages; whatever hand you are dealt can be improved by advance work, set-up, and positioning.


For most types of attack, 25-feet of space between attacker and target just about assures the protectee's survival.


Essential Lesson of Chapter Five ("See"):

In every environment, identify and assess the best suspects. They are always there.


During protective assignments, you are not always presented with someone behaving in a way that is an obvious call for your attention. Too many bodyguards feel that their job is to wait until an alarming behavior presents itself. But as history makes clear, waiting is not an effective strategy in protective work. Stay present to your task by choosing the best suspects from the people in the protectee's environment -- and then assume the position and readiness to respond in the event of alarming action.
If you create suspects, even those with little obvious basis will help you stay connected to your mission and to the Now. You will be observing people through the lens most likely to focus on danger if it is there. Most people you select as suspects will not, of course, turn out to be attackers, but in the event of an actual attack, it's better to be focused on someone three people away from the attacker than to be three months away, in mental time-travel. This truth, and every concept in the book, can bring benefit to all warriors, whether in protection or police work, security, personal self-defense, or the military.
The training academy at Gavin de Becker Associates teaches the acronym LADDER to describe the elements required for effective protection:
LADDER
 Logistics
 Advance
 Distance
 Deterrence
 Evacuation
 Response
Logistics-Ensure the ability to move without interference or delay. A protectee who is able to keep moving makes a more difficult target for attackers, and a less inviting target for those considering attack.
Advance-Have detailed knowledge of sites, routes, resources, emergency locations, schedules, known adversaries, likely occurrences; make this knowledge available to all who need it, and use this knowledge to enhance every environment the protectee will pass through.
Distance-Establish and maintain the maximum practical distance from protectee to public; establish and maintain the minimum practical distance from protector to protectee; establish and maintain the minimum practical distance from protector to the closest members of the public.
Deterrence-Display protectors' highest readiness and effectiveness at all times.
Evacuation-Establish and maintain exit routes unblocked at all times.
Response-Maintain readiness and the highest ability to respond to attack or hazard at all times.
LADDER serves as a checklist for protectors, a reminder to constantly confirm that each element of effective protection is in place. Though this book is about just the last rung in the ladder -- Response to Attack -- you'll see that studying it brings insights that are relevant to all other aspects of protection. By devoting a whole book to the few seconds during which attacks occur, we don't mean to imply that being able to respond to attacks is the most important aspect of protection. That would be like teaching pilots how to deploy the landing gear, and not teaching anything else. Protectors, like pilots, must learn it all, and it's clear that advance work, logistics, weapons screening, threat assessment, protective intelligence, and counter-surveillance are all more likely to favorably influence safety than the ability to respond effectively at the moment of an attack. If anything, the study of attacks makes clear that nobody wants survival to rely entirely upon what occurs during just a few seconds.





[?] Two excellent resources for further study on mental preparation are Lt. Col. Dave Grossman's book, On Combat, and Bruce Siddle's Sharpening the Warrior's Edge.







"I'm as important as the start of WWI. I just need the little opening, and a second of time."
Arthur Bremer, shooter of presidential candidate George Wallace






	Time
	Chapter 2



Essential Lesson of this Chapter:
Attackers are profoundly handicapped by time, and ready protectors who are in position to respond can prevail, almost always.

Imagine you are a bodyguard about to be profoundly tested. In your peripheral vision to the right, you can see the outline of your protectee. But your attention is drawn 15 feet to your left, to an athletic-looking man in a sports coat. There are a few people milling about behind him, but they are minor details because as surely as you've ever known anything, you know this man is about to draw a weapon. And you know your protectee is his target.
Though he's trying to appear casual, you catch him looking directly at you for an instant. In that instant, a thousand details fly back and forth between the two of you like messengers with urgent news. This simultaneous mutual assessment of adversaries has been refined over millions of years, with outcome determined not just by strength or size, but also by a precise recipe of guile, timing, speed, intellect, intuition, and commitment.
You find yourself thinking about what you'll do when the weapon is drawn, which you absolutely know is about to happen. If only you were closer to him than 15 feet, you think. It would make sense to move closer to him right now, you think. You think, you think -- realizing you are thinking rather than acting, thinking about being closer rather than being closer -- but something keeps you rooted where you are.
You know your protectee won't be able to move out of harm's way -- and the very next thing you know is that a gun is firing, a gun that has appeared from beneath that man's coat.
In just one second, your heart rate has jumped to 150 beats per minute, pumping blood to the muscles that move you across the 15 feet you must travel. You collide with the shooter's arm and shoulder, pushing the weapon downward. The gun continues to fire as you both tumble to the floor. Everyone present watches with perfect attention, and they'll all later agree that you moved as fast as anyone could have. They'll point out that had you reacted any slower, the shooter would have done more damage. That observation hardly matters now, however, as everyone can see a clean hole in your protectee's head.

	You now know that in the time it takes to read this sentence up to this point, most attacks have begun and ended.


In this instance, you're about to get something few protectors get after successful attacks: another chance. You help the shooter to his feet, hand him back his gun, and you both resume your positions standing on the marked floor. Only this time you're just 7 feet apart instead of 15 -- and for that reason, when the exercise is repeated, you have a viable chance of reaching the shooter before his bullets can reach the target.
The exercise is called TAD, short for Time And Distance. It's undertaken hundreds of times each year in our firm's training academy. The majority of attacks on public figures in America are launched from less than 25 feet, with handguns, but no matter what the weapon or the attack strategy, most of TAD's lessons about protector response will apply. Because insights drawn from TAD will appear throughout the book, here's a detailed description of the exercise:
The student in the role of attacker is given a real handgun loaded with six plastic Simunition(r) rounds. He is placed 20 feet in front of the "protectee," a man-sized cardboard cutout. He is told to try to surprise the protector by drawing and firing as quickly as possible, and as many times as possible. "Your mission is to get as many shots as you can into the target before the protector reaches you and disrupts your aim."


The student selected for the role of protector is told, "Within 30 seconds, the suspect will draw the weapon and fire. Your mission is to recognize when it's happening and disrupt the attacker's aim sufficiently that he cannot get any rounds into your protectee."
TAD lifts out one slice of the attack pie and studies it very closely, over and over again. Because TAD protectors know that any sudden movement is certain to be the Moment of Commitment, there is nothing to think about before reaching the Moment of Recognition, and there is no adverse consequence to being wrong. Thus, we have subtracted the time normally needed to assess whether an attack is underway. By removing the need to think about anything, we are able to learn how the bodies of attacker and protector operate most effectively, and how much time it takes to do so.
When there's no need to assess anything, it boils down to a race between action and reaction, a physical contest between a fully informed and capable attacker (who must draw, aim, and fire with some accuracy), and a fully informed and capable protector (who must reach the attacker and disrupt accuracy).
The attacker starts the race by drawing the weapon, and in so doing proves the truth of the adage "Action is quicker than reaction." However, even with the disadvantage of going second, protectors who are close enough to the attacker (and thus don't need to use precious time covering distance) are able to prevent the attacker from getting rounds into the protectee, in test after test after test. In other words, when it's a contest between attacker action and protector reaction, capable protectors can win almost always.
There's another encouraging lesson from TAD exercises: In hundreds of simulated attacks at our academy, the man in the role of attacker was our Chief Firearms Instructor. Among many other distinctions, he is an NRA Law Enforcement Tactical Handgun Instructor. He served on a classified U.S. Military team tasked with counter-terrorist missions. The unit had a very demanding standard of shooting skills, with training that often involved firing a thousand rounds per man per day. Even though he is a far more capable shooter than most real-world attackers you are likely to encounter, properly positioned and prepared protectors can defeat him, time and time again. "Properly positioned" is the key lesson here.
To get the fullest picture of what TAD teaches, here's a breakdown of the entire exercise:


Round One:
 The protector stands 15 feet from the attacker. He is permitted to move as soon as he observes some movement that indicates an attack is underway. Then, while yelling "Gun!" he can charge the attacker and disrupt aim by colliding with arm or shoulder or body or head -- whatever he feels will most efficiently end the shooter's ability to hit the target.


Round Two:
 Same rules, but the protector is 7 feet from the attacker.


Round Three:
 Same rules, but the protector stands as close to the attacker as he or she chooses (within arm's reach).


Round Four:
 The protector again stands within arm's reach of the attacker, only this time the protector is told: "You can pre-position your hands and arms so as to respond as quickly as possible."
We usually run the TAD exercise twice: First, with the protector on the side the attacker draws from (the side of his dominant hand), and the second time with the protector on the side of the attacker's non-dominant hand.
After this series of attack exercises, we repeat the rounds with another protector added to the scene. This protector is near the protectee. His job is to block the protectee against being shot or move the protectee as soon as the attack is recognized. (More on this below.)
After every round, instructors count the number of shots fired, the number of shots that hit the target, and the location of the shots on the target (head, center mass, lower body).
Because of our focus on the distance between attacker and protector (0, 7, and 15 feet), you might think that the lessons of the exercise center solely on distance. However, these distances are relevant only for the time they take to be traversed. If the distance is too great, you can't cross it quickly enough -- and if there is no distance at all (i.e., zero feet), the attacker can't draw and shoot quickly enough. It's still all about time.
When we study actual assassination attempts, it's often difficult to determine precisely why an attack failed. Was it the intervention of protectors or was it a failure by the attacker, such as poor timing, inaccuracy, etc.? When an attack fails in TAD, however, we know it is entirely because of protector intervention, all other influences having been removed.
Thus, TAD provides an excellent opportunity to assess which physical strategies are most associated with protector success and which are most associated with attacker success. In TAD, protector success means that no bullets hit the protectee anywhere, i.e., there is no tissue damage. Attacker success means that one or more bullets hit the protectee, i.e., there is tissue damage. So a Protector success rate of 45% means that in 45% of the attempts, the protectee is unharmed.
Below are the statistical results of typical TAD exercises from 15, 7, and 0 feet.


	Protector at 15 Feet

	Attempts from 15 Feet on this Particular Day
	108

	Shots Fired 	306 
	Shots Missed (Protectee Not Injured)
	217

	Protectee Injured 	89 
	Average Number of Shots Before Intervention
	2.83

	Attacker Success Rate (Any Injury) 	82% 
	Protector Success Rate (No Injuries)
	18%





	Protector at 7 Feet

	Attempts from 7 Feet on this Particular Day
	108

	Shots Fired 	164 
	Shots Missed (Protectee Not Injured)
	105

	Protectee Injured 	59 
	Average Number of Shots Before Intervention
	1.5

	Attacker Success Rate (Any Injury) 	55% 
	Protector Success Rate (No Injuries)
	45%





	Protector at 0 Feet

	Attempts from 0 Feet on this Particular Day
	105

	Shots Fired 	26 
	Shots Missed (Protectee Not Injured)
	24

	Protectee Injured 	2 
	Average Number of Shots Before Intervention
	.25

	Attacker Success Rate (Any Injury) 	2% 
	Protector Success Rate (No Injuries)
	98%



Here, in the simplest terms, is what TAD teaches:
	When the protector is 15 feet from the attacker, there's not much contest; the attacker is likely to prevail.
	At 7 feet, there's a contest; either person could prevail.
	At zero feet (arm's reach), there's no contest -- protectors will almost always prevail.

Each round of the TAD exercise offers different lessons:
Round One (protector positioned 15 feet from attacker) teaches that the five steps it takes to reach the shooter take a lot of time when you're racing against gunfire. Every person who goes through this training develops a lasting respect for those 15 feet.
Round Two (protector 7 feet from attacker) teaches the benefit of being closer. Because most protective details require that each protector observe many bystanders, some distance from bystanders is necessary. The more people one wishes to take in and assess, the farther back from them you must be. Fifteen feet allows a protector to take in many bystanders, which is great -- but the distance limits one's ability to respond quickly enough to any of the people being observed, which is not great. Closer is better, but since we can't afford to assign one protector to every bystander, a middle ground must be chosen -- and 7 feet emerges as that middle ground. At 7 feet, each protector can take in many bystanders and yet still have a viable chance of reaching an attacker in time. Nevertheless, while much better than 15 feet, 7 feet doesn't ensure success.
Round Three (protector positioned directly next to attacker) teaches that when you can position yourself so that the suspect is within your arm's reach, you will prevail virtually every time. Your closeness by itself might deter a suspect from attacking, but even if it doesn't, you'll still likely prevail.
Round Four (protector positioned directly next to attacker, hands pre-positioned) teaches that if your hands are already in position when the attacker tries to present the gun, you actually have less moving to do than he does. It will take you less time to interfere with him than it would take him to do harm.
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Co-author Tom Taylor on protective assignments with hands pre-positioned.

Photo by Lee Celano/WireImage.com
Note: Gavin de Becker & Associates does not disclose the identity of clients. The public figure in these photos has been named and identified as a client in financial disclosure reports made public by the political campaign as required by law. Subsequently, the information appeared in other public reports.
Experienced protectors often pre-position arms and hands while working a crowd on a protective assignment because at arm's reach with hands pre-positioned, you've actually started the race before he has. A suspect who sees he is within arm's reach of an attentive protector whose hands are pre-positioned at the ready, will likely be deterred from attacking. And he is almost certainly prevented from success if he does try an attack. Deterrence persuades a person not to act, but prevention does much more: It works on the mind and the body.
An important note about training: Because it is critical that the experience of prevailing over an attacker is imprinted more often than the experience of failing, we run more rounds with each trainee at 7 feet and at arm's reach than we do at 15 feet.
Overlaying TAD concepts onto real attacks, the success rate for protectors would be even higher than in the exercises. That's not just because TAD attackers are more capable than most actual attackers, but also because TAD grants them some benefits few real attackers get:
	They have the ability to practice -- a lot.
	They are firing at an unobstructed target that cannot move.
	They know the precise location and attention level of protectors.
	In stark contrast to an actual attack, our attackers have relatively little stress because the stakes for them are fairly low.

Given the many conditions that favor the TAD attacker, it's all the more impressive that protectors can win the race some of the time from 15 feet, about half the time from 7 feet, and virtually all the time when within arm's reach.
In TAD, it's reasonable to consider lower-body hits as a partial success because almost all lower body hits occur when the gun is being pushed down by the protector, not when it is on its way up for the initial shot. In other words, protector intervention is responsible for turning potentially lethal upper-body hits into quite survivable lower-body hits.


Protector and Attacker Heart-Rates
We've placed heart-rate monitors on TAD students to observe the points at which heart rates spike. With protectors, the big spike occurs at the moment they task their bodies to move very quickly toward the attacker, having seen the attacker draw the gun. No surprises there.


Attackers don't really have to move much at all, so their heart rates remain normal and stable prior to the attack. The heart rates increase as the protector bears down on them, and immediately before the collision. Because it all happens in a second or less, it isn't possible to break down precisely which aspect of the event is causing the attacker's stress and increased heart rate. The main insight gained from monitoring is that attackers are calm pre-attack, and their heart rates do not staircase (climb steadily upward) prior to the attack. Based on interviews with TAD attackers, we glean that the heart rate spike has little to do with their physical actions in the attack (drawing and firing); rather, the spike is associated with muscular tensing, girding the body to resist being pushed over, thoughts of failing, and the general stress caused by time running out as the protector bears down on them. While actual attackers surely have more stress than TAD attackers, what's clear in either instance is this: Having a protector charging toward you has a destabilizing effect on your ability to perform. The teaching here for protectors is that even before the collision, your movement toward the attacker (and calling out "Gun!") is already bringing benefit to your mission. That's because the attacker becomes less and less capable of maintaining accurate aim as his heart rate increases. So, even if a protector is unable to collide with an attacker prior to all shots being fired, the effort itself can still have benefit. For an example, the accuracy of Hinckley's fifth shot was destroyed not by any collision or tackle, but by Hinckley's awareness of and reaction to Dennis McCarthy bearing down on him.




The Physical Power of Information
The charts and statistics from TAD have an inherent power you can harvest right now if you're willing to take this knowledge deep into your cells: Just knowing that you can prevail -- just knowing what the body can do -- enhances what the body can do.
A global example of this truth occurred when Sir Roger Bannister broke the four-minute mile. Prior to that, it was widely believed that the four-minute mile was the limit of human possibility, but after Bannister did it, runners all over the world were suddenly able to do it. Just knowing it was possible made it possible -- and you now know that protectors can prevail over attackers.

	Right now and forever, banish the false belief that all attackers have advantages that make them too difficult to defeat.



TAD has provided an excellent opportunity to assess which strategies are associated with protector success and which are associated with attacker success. Moving out of the small details, we'll now describe specifically how the lessons can be applied in day-to-day protective work, which is better thought of as moment-to-moment protective work.


DATTS (Down And To The Side)
Our studies have shown that the best way to approach and interfere with an attacker who has already drawn a weapon (or is already firing it) is to push the gun arm Down And To The Side (DATTS). There are several reasons:
	Ergonomically, the shooter has less ability to resist a downward push of his shooting arm than an upward push. If you try to push someone's arm up, you have a mechanical and muscular disadvantage, and they are likely to prevail. If you try to push someone's arm downward, you will prevail, even over a much stronger person.
	As the DATTS diagram shows, sideways is the fastest route out of the lethal target zone. But, if you go sideways only, and don't also push down, you might be moving the gun into someone else's lethal target zone.
	You do not want your actions to move the gun upward into position for a head shot that otherwise might not have occurred.
	Your goal is to control both the gun and the attacker, and both tasks are more difficult if the gun is above your head.
	In a crowd situation, a motion of yours coming from below is more likely to encounter interference from the arms and bodies of others.

Though the DATTS acronym helps keep the best approach in mind, anyone who completes TAD training will already have the information firmly embedded in muscle memory.




Time Can Work for You
In the TAD exercises described above, protectors have been told to expect the attack to occur within 30 seconds. There is another TAD exercise in which attackers can shoot at any point within a 10-minute period. Students often assume that with the longer time period, their performance will decrease, reasoning that they can't remain as attentive for 10 minutes as they can for 30 seconds.
Perhaps surprisingly, TAD protectors are usually more successful in the 10-minute exercises. Why? Because given more time, the protector gets to know the attacker and the environment; he is able to establish a baseline against which to measure change. As in a poker game, the protector learns the attacker's tells, the small signals sent as he mentally and physically gets ready to attack. Perhaps there's a small but telltale change in his eyes, a change in respiration, a movement of facial muscles, or a slight shift of weight right before the attack. Whatever it is, we know it's beneficial when protectors can orient themselves and become familiar with the people in their environment for a period of time in advance of the protectee's arrival. Conversely, an attack that commences the instant a protectee comes into view gives fewer chances for protectors to detect the Pre-Incident iNdicators (PINs -- See The Gift of Fear for much more on PINS).


Twenty-Five Feet
Stage Two of the TAD exercise repeats most of the series described above with the addition of a close-coverage protector positioned closer to the protectee and given the job of moving and/or blocking the protectee as soon as the attack is recognized. The exercise is first done with the protector 7 feet from his protectee, and then repeated with the protector within arm's reach of the protectee.


The addition of a close-coverage protector substantially enhances protector success rates. With one protector focused on the protectee and another protector on the suspect, protectors will prevail virtually every time.
However, when the protector is too far from the protectee, his ability to act effectively is profoundly reduced. Those words are not strong enough, because the fact is that if the protector is 25 or more feet from the protectee, he will have no impact on the outcome of an attack. TAD attackers are able to fire six perfectly aimed shots before the protector can cross those 25 feet and reach the protectee. The protector is simply too far away to get there in time to make a constructive difference.
Let's clearly define this situation that offers attackers a success rate of 100%:
	Protectee at center stage
	One or more bodyguards in the wings at side-stage
	No protectors near the attacker

Those three conditions describe one of the most common real-world scenarios -- and they offer a nearly perfect situation for an attacker to succeed. Public appearances often occur at the center of large stages that result in forty feet of distance between the protectee and the nearest protector. Further, it's common that nobody is assigned near the general public at the front of the audience. Protectors, even many of them, might be posted in the wings, around the backstage area, and at other locations of secondary importance -- while the concern about appearances has compelled all but a few protected persons to resist allowing protectors to have front-stage posting.
Since this situation offers attackers almost certain success, it leads to a critical tenet of effective protection: Have a protector at least as close to the protectee as is the nearest member of the general public. Stated differently, no member of the general public should ever be closer to a protectee than is a protector. Though the wisdom of this tenet is clear, it is frequently violated because protectees and their assorted advisors are so concerned about how things look.
Risk can be substantially reduced if decision-makers are persuaded to have the speaker's podium set up at the far left or far right of the stage instead of in the center, allowing acceptable proximity to protectors positioned in the wings, and still having protectors out of view of the audience. This is completely practical for speeches. For protectees who are performers, it might sometimes be impractical since most perform from center-stage, or, even worse from our point of view, all over the stage. Still, we need to make it known that from a safety point of view, it's best to appear at the side rather than the center of the stage.
When conditions dictate that protectors cannot be close to their protectees (as in the on-stage example), then the entire reliance is upon those protectors assigned to observe, assess, and respond to people who might attack from within crowds and audiences. As will be explored more later, safety is nearly assured when the set-up keeps the nearest members of the public more than 25 feet away from the protectee. So, 25 feet emerges in three critical tenets:
	Always strive for 25 feet of distance between protectee and public;
	Always strive for much less than 25 feet between you and protectee;
	Always strive for much less than 25 feet between protectors and public.

We have a favorite solution to the on-stage challenge when stages are elevated to a height that allows our people to walk underneath. In our preferred situation, the front of the stage directly facing the front-row audience members is made of plywood painted flat black; however, we remove four sections of plywood and hang black curtains. Protectors are posted behind those curtains, and able to see the audience perfectly through fabric screens sewn into one-foot sections of the curtains at head-height. Since the area under the stage is completely dark, audience members are never aware that protectors, just a few feet in front of them, can observe any approaches to the stage. In the event of an alarming approach, protectors can simply walk through the curtain and intervene from a location that no attacker is likely to be aware is manned. This arrangement provides a situation in which security is literally invisible to audience members -- and thus has no impact upon the show or performance. In venues that can physically accommodate this option, it really ought to be the standard approach. Alas, what ought to be done for protected persons and what is done are rarely the same.


Protector Lessons
Those playing the role of protector in TAD exercises offer us some important strategies for improving performance:
	Be present. Thinking about being ready impedes action. This is not the time for preparing to be ready -- it is the time to Be Ready, to Be Pre-sent.
	Don't dive. Diving through the air rarely gets you there any faster, and diving lessens the likelihood of connecting with any precision (i.e., you might miss altogether).
	One foot ahead of the other. Pre-attack stance is important; have sure footing with one foot ahead of the other.
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	First things First. Disruption of aim is the primary goal.
	Gaining control of the gun is a secondary goal, for which there is lots of time, relatively speaking, whereas disruption of aim must be accomplished right now.
	Grabbing the gun (or grabbing anything) is not a necessary component of success.
	Mid-arm! Connecting with the mid-arm offers your best chance at success. If you seek to disrupt aim by aiming for the gun itself, you are choosing a small target that is easy to miss.
	Start close. Get close. Where you begin decides who'll win. If you and the attacker start the race from the same place (you standing right near the attacker), you need spend no travel time to meet him -- and you'll win the contest. It takes hardly any energy to disrupt aim once you reach the attacker.
	Keep your protectee moving. Attackers lose accuracy when required to track. Hence, moving the protectee somewhere (rather than just down) will improve chances of successful protection.


	"Hold-Hold, still my hand. Steady my eye, chill my heart, and let my gun sing for the people."

 Sara Jane Moore, attempted assassin of President Gerald Ford 



Attacker Lessons
While TAD is not intended to improve the performance of assassins, those trainees who play the role of attacker do learn strategies that help us better understand the overall dynamic.
	TAD attackers found that beginning a countdown or other mental routine before they drew their weapon made their internal commitment less obvious to others, thus reducing the likelihood of telegraphing intent.
	TAD attackers found that it was better to begin their attacks as early as possible, giving protectors less time to observe them and less time to get the "lay of the land" prior to the attack.
	TAD attackers found they were more successful when they weren't in the front row of people in a rope line. This way, protectors could not fully see and observe them prior to the attack.
	The attacker's first two shots usually matter most, but...
	TAD attackers keep shooting as long as they are able.
	Once they commit, they don't hesitate even for an instant. If they hesitate, they fail.
	TAD attackers had to ignore all that was going on around them. They had to stay on mission and not be intimidated by the rapid approach of protectors. After a lot of practice, attackers came to learn that even a lightning-fast protector response doesn't mean a thing until he actually touches them. In effect, the lesson was: Don't flinch -- it uses up too much time.

The last two lessons apply equally to protectors and attackers.
Toward the goal of better understanding attacks, here is a summary of the ideal instruction for an assassin:
The moment you have all the ingredients in place for your attack, Act. Don't wait. If your target is in clear view, and no protector is close enough to be effective, and the weapon is in hand, Act.
Assuming some proficiency with the weapon, the ingredients for successful attack are relatively few:
Access + Commitment + Target + Time
When attackers have these ingredients and yet do not act, they start thinking too much, allowing thoughts and distractions to get in their way. Is that person a guard or an aide? I wonder if he'll turn around and face me soon? Am I close enough? Is my target wearing a bullet-resistant vest? These examples of thinking show us something of equal relevance to our mission (and important enough that it merits the entire next chapter): The act of thinking is not an act at all. Thinking invites all kinds of information to get in your way.
Playing either role (protector or attacker) teaches this essential lesson again and again: If an attentive protector is close, all of the attacker's advantages quickly evaporate once he presents a gun. From then on, time starts passing very quickly. It brings to mind the old saying "Time flies when you're having fun" -- only now, it's "Time flies when you're waving a gun."
In Thomas Perry's book Sleeping Dogs, a mafia hit man gives an instructive account:
Once you're in, you're like an egg in a frying pan. You get two seconds to get in, see him and pop him. You stand still more than a second at any step, you heat up and fry.


Protective and Projective Roles
Speaking broadly, there are two categories for protectors:
	Projective: Those who are closest to an audience, crowd, bystanders, onlookers, or site perimeter. They assume responsibility for offensive actions, such as blocking, disruption of aim, charging, overpowering and neutralizing attackers, taking custody, etc. We call this category "Projective" because their mission is to project energy and force outward, away from the protectee.
	Protective: Those closest to the protectee and expected to take defensive actions, such as shielding, covering, moving, and evacuating. Their mission is to defend the protectee.

Everything you've read thus far about reaching the attacker in time applies equally to reaching the protectee in time to shield, cover, move, or evacuate.
Which of the two actions -- protective or projective -- is most likely to defeat an attacker? Like a parent reluctant to name a favorite child, we might want to say that both of these important roles are equal, but that's not quite true. Assuming equal proximity (protector-to-attacker and protector-to-protectee), the actions of bodyguards in the Projective role are the actions most likely to be decisive during an attack. When seen through the rapid shutter of an attack, a protector who acts projectively (against an assailant) is more effective in the time available than one who acts to move or shield the protectee. Though many people view the bodyguard's role as primarily defensive, the fact remains that actions against the attacker will usually be the most important. Just as in sports, the game cannot be won through defense only.
During a handgun attack, for example, protectors acting projectively have to reach the assailant and then disrupt aim. That's all they have to do. During the same attack, those responsible for protective actions have to reach the protectee, then move the protectee somewhere (away, down, out), or move themselves in front of the protectee. Any of these actions takes much more energy and time than, say, moving an attacker's arm one inch. When an attack is underway, the admirable (and almost never reached) goal of intentionally placing one's body between the protectee and an attacker will be relevant only if the protector is already very close to the protectee -- and even then, someone would still have to stop the attacker from continuing to do harm. All things considered, when we can choose where to be during an attack, being at an attacker will usually get better results than being at a protectee.
In the case of most rifle attacks, which usually occur from some distance and without warning (i.e., the gunshot is the first event that stimulates the Moment of Recognition), then protective responses are all you've got.
Of course, having protectors in both projective and protective roles affords the best situation of all, and few cases make this clearer than the assassination by sword of Inejiro Asanuma, Socialist Party Chairman in Japan (Compendium Case #69).

(c) NHK Television/Japan

In the photo you can see the attacker about to stab the Chairman with a sword. He has already stabbed him once, but this will be the mortal injury. Everyone is moving except the protectee. Four people are courageously intervening to grab the attacker -- and yet at this instant nobody is seeking to block or move the protectee. Had Chairman Asanuma been moved even slightly in any direction, the outcome might well have been different. And, had the attacker's aim been disrupted in any way, he'd likely have failed to kill the Chairman. We see that projective and protective actions are both important -- and combined, they are likely to be decisive.


Moving Is Usually Best
The Compendium cases show that even in situations less obvious than the Asanuma attack, protectees are almost always safer being moved from wherever they are when an attack starts to somewhere else. This might mean moving them a short distance (down, to the side, back) or a great distance (to the cars and away).
Among many reasons to move rather than stay put:
	Attackers lose accuracy when required to track, so moving the protectee will reduce the chances of injury.
	Protectors cannot know in the instant of attack what other hazards might be present or about to happen. The attack might not be over; it might have only just begun.
	Even if the attack itself has ended, order is usually difficult to maintain after an incident (due to the emotion and reactions of people present). You can always bring the protectee back if things normalize quickly, but you cannot always easily leave if you've waited too long.
	After an attack, even an unsuccessful one, protectors themselves need time to regroup, to assimilate what's happened, and to regain readiness for their job. An attack (or even a scare) takes much of the energy protectors have got.
	An injury might not be immediately apparent, as in the case of President Reagan's shooting.
	Out of public view, it will be easier to assess the impact of the incident (embarrassment from a pie in the face, wrestling with a paparazzi photographer, the attacker's gun turns out to be a starter's pistol, for example), and develop a PR posture in response to it.


Attackers understandably want as much time as possible to transpire between their Moment of Commitment and your Moment of Recognition. Since most attacks involve noise (gunshots, screams, grunts), it's difficult to attack without drawing any attention at all, but there have been some notable exceptions, cases in which nobody -- not even injured victims -- was immediately aware that an attack had occurred. Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian and his Vice-president Annette Lu were both shot while standing in an open car. (Taiwan has the awful tradition of igniting celebratory fireworks as the Presidential motorcade rolls by, so nobody can really discern the sound of gunfire.) The Vice-president felt some pain in her knee and the President felt wetness on his stomach area that turned out to be blood, but the attack wasn't recognized by targets or protectors until it was long over (Compendium Case #399).
This case demonstrates the obvious: Protectors can begin their response only after they recognize an attack is underway -- and that recognition is a mental process stimulated by physical events. In this chapter, we've seen how effectively the body can react when thought is removed from the process. Though it might sound paradoxical, we'll next explore how effectively the mind can react when mind is removed from the process.







"Not being tense, but ready. Not thinking but not dreaming. Not being set but flexible. Liberation from the uneasy sense of confinement. It is being wholly and quietly alive, aware and alert, ready for whatever may come."
Martial Arts Master






	Mind
	Chapter 3



Essential Lesson of this Chapter:
All attacks happen at the same time: Now. If you intend to meet the attack, you must be there mentally, not just physically. Readiness exists only when both mind and body are prepared.

Walking into the campaign event with the Governor and his wife, you overhear snippets of their intense conversation. It seems he's forgotten something; no, she's forgotten it. She's sorry, she needs it, left it behind, on the sink, in the suite, nobody's fault. The Governor turns to you and says, "Hey, do me a favor: During dinner, ask somebody to get Elaine's makeup case from the suite. Just be sure somebody grabs it and gets it to the car before we go. Thanks."
An innocent-seeming request, but the Governor has just given you a mental virus. Because of this bug, everything in the Now will become a distraction from Operation Makeup Case. More importantly, Operation Makeup Case will become a distraction from the Now. You imagine pulling up to the airport in two hours and realizing you forgot the makeup case. You imagine the Governor judging your entire worth on the basis of this one oversight, saying, or at least thinking, "The guy can't even remember the simplest thing!"
All the while, as you stand near the elevated platform where the Governor and his wife are sitting down to pretend they're having dinner, your mind is fighting with itself -- and losing:
"Isn't that the same guy who made the big disturbance at that rally, the guy who wouldn't let go of the Governor's arm? Keep an eye on him. Hard to imagine he's got the money to buy a ticket for this reception. Does it look like he's here alone, or with someone? Makeup case, makeup case, makeup case. He seems to be keeping his distance; he's joining people at that table. Good time to radio somebody to call the front desk. No, better not rely on anyone with the hotel; I'll send one of our guys up to the suite. He'll have to get a key. That is the same guy, something about the Governor invading his privacy via computer. I knew we'd see him again. Who can I spare to go to the suite? I'd hate to take Steve off the car. What if we have to leave early? I'll ask Anne. No, she may think I chose her because she's a woman. He's up from his table... headed this way? No, toward the back, maybe the bathroom or something. Makeup case, makeup case. My wife carries her makeup in her purse; she doesn't need a whole case. It sounds so professional: makeup case. I guess being the Governor's wife is a sort of a profession. He's coming this way. No, it's not the same guy -- unless he's gained weight. OK, Steve goes to the suite, hands me the car keys as he passes by so I can drive if it comes to that. Anne can stay on post. Steve can take the makeup case right to the car. I could ask one of the staffers, but the last time I asked Bradford for something, he said, 'Hey I'm doing my job -- I'm here to meet people.' Well, I'm here to meet people too, the kind of people who can cause serious problems, the kind Bradford wouldn't want to handle. Where'd that guy disappear to? Makeup case, makeup case. Where's that guy? Oh shit, that's him grabbing the Governor's shoulder right now. I wish I'd..."
"I wish I'd ..." are three words you never want in a protection story.
Since peripheral assignments like this derail our focus, one solution is to handle them immediately, and then get back to the Now as soon as possible. But even after the makeup case is handled, that hardly solves the other 60,000 distractions a day we create on our own.
You see, your mind, like everyone else's, doesn't care what it's chewing on -- as long as it's chewing. The mind doesn't need the Governor to distract you. Threat case or makeup case, it's all the same. The mind is built to pose and answer questions, to tell and re-tell stories, to explain things, to figure them out, to divide them, to put them in categories, to turn them over, to compare them, to grind everything down to its smallest particle, to attach each experience to a memory, to draw some conclusion, to treat irrelevant, unconnected facts as if they are great clues, and then use the manufactured clues to solve mysteries, as if they are great mysteries. The undisciplined mind is a constant assembly line that painstakingly produces thousands of useless gadgets every hour, and only rarely puts together something of value.


Come to Your Senses
When a protector is lost in thought, he is literally lost to the present moment. To be there in space is one thing, but to be there in time is the main thing. To be present means to be pre-sent, to already be there when it happens. Since the nature of the mind is to wander, it must somehow be coaxed into the current moment, tamed specifically for protective work.
The big question, perhaps the biggest question in protection, perhaps the biggest challenge in any important endeavor is How to stay in the present moment. The answers: Commitment, physical readiness, conditioning of the mind, and practice at seeing each new event as really new. This will all require freedom from craving.
Few things remove a person from the present moment as completely as craving. Imagine a smoker on a protective assignment, three hours since his last cigarette. The space between every relevant perception is quickly filled by the urge to have a cigarette. All day, he is riding the addiction roller coaster, chugging his way up the steep track toward satisfaction, thinking of little but reaching the top, perhaps getting a cigarette and then rolling downward into the next valley, a valley in which he'll predictably slow to a chug as he climbs up the next steep track. Craving, imagining, planning, anticipating, attaining, satisfaction, and then a brief moment of freedom from craving -- till the cycle starts again, and then again.
A note from Gavin de Becker: Some readers might already be aware that our firm deploys a nicotine-free workforce. That doesn't mean simply no smoking at work. It means no smoking or other tobacco use at any time. Every employee in our firm is nicotine-free, 24 hours a day, and we have random urinalysis to ensure it.
Years ago when I made that decision there was some controversy. I took a fair amount of criticism: Was I trying to control the off-duty lives of our protectors? Did my firm have the legal right to disqualify applicants who used tobacco? Etc.
We learned that some military sniper units had made the same decision about nicotine use because (among other reasons) snipers might be positioned at concealed locations for hours and must be careful not to reveal their location through lighting a match, for example. And even with the stakes involved, do you know what many addicted smokers do when in concealed sniper positions for hours? They light the match. Of course. They have no choice. A highly stressful situation is hardly the ideal circumstance to quit a powerful addiction. And if they resist the cravings, what happens to precision and accuracy after a few hours without nicotine? Let's just say it's not improved: hands shaking, blurred vision, inability to concentrate, looking for any opportunity to take a break and get a cigarette -- all things that distance the smoker from our goal of being present.
So when I was facing this decision I thought: Can I really look at our clients -- who trust us to protect their safety and to protect their children -- and say:
"We are completely committed to your safety, except for this one thing: We assign people who are either withdrawing from or dosing themselves with a consciousness-changing chemical, hour-by-hour, all day, every day -- and they'll often be thinking of ways to fulfill their cravings rather than thinking of being in the right place at the right time."
When people asked if I was trying to control the off-duty lives of our associates, I replied Yes -- and not just trying. I was ensuring it through testing. There are many policies and requirements that influence the off-duty behavior of professionals: You can't smoke pot or have a few beers an hour before work. A pilot can't arrive at work drunk or exhausted and expect everyone to accept the off-duty choices that left him in that condition. You can't pass our Physical Fitness and Readiness test each year unless you dedicate some of your off-hours time to exercise. Professional readiness requires a full commitment, period.
Imagine you owned a racecar. You certainly wouldn't let someone pour anything in the fuel tank that would detract from peak engine performance. Now carry that thought to a biological example: Imagine you own a champion racehorse. You wouldn't give it nicotine.
I've been told we're the only protection operation on earth that maintains a nicotine-free workforce -- I don't know, but I hope it's not true.
People crave ingestibles other than nicotine, of course. Depending upon a protector's habits, addictions, metabolism, nutrition, and peace of mind, he might crave sugar, coffee, chocolate, or even food itself. It's obvious that to do their best work protectors must be in excellent physical condition, so obvious that it's taken for granted in these pages that serious protectors will be in excellent physical condition. However, a person can appear to be in excellent physical condition, and yet still be slave to cravings. The concepts we're about to explore might well be the most important in protective work, and they require the willingness to condition the mind through practice.
Among other things, this means avoiding the trampoline-like effect of cravings. Sugar is the prime example of something that provides a bounce, a brief moment that feels like flight, then the rapid and weighty descent to the canvas, and then what feels like low energy, followed by the belief that sugar is needed again to keep going. We said what feels like low energy because, in fact, you have all the energy you need, Snickers bar or no Snickers bar.
What will help most people to have ready access to their energy is a lifestyle and dietary change involving several smaller meals (as opposed to two or three big ones), and choosing snack foods that metabolize more slowly than sugar. This is made quite difficult by the fact that nearly every snack that's conveniently available is a form of sugar.
You feel hungry and want to grab something in a hurry. At most populated places throughout the world you can find -- usually within a hundred yards of where you're standing -- someone selling some form of sugar. Think about this: Walk a hundred yards in any direction, into any hotel, gas station, convenience store, pharmacy, even health food store -- and you're likely to find a wide selection of small doses of sugar, offered in a variety of forms, textures, and flavors, with varying levels of deceit in the packaging. You'll also find cigarettes and caffeine just as easily, 24-hours a day, and virtually always within a hundred yards. Why? Because millions of people are addicted to these chemicals. For the purposes of protective work, addiction is defined as any habit that leads to craving. Craving is any strong or uncontrollable desire, any persistent tug on your attention that can be stopped only through feeding it, and even then the cessation is temporary.
Nicotine, sugar, and caffeine are three popular products people crave -- but what the body actually seeks is nutrition. Accordingly, all intelligent logistical plans by security professionals will include opportunities to eat, and access to foods that don't inspire cravings. On this planet, that just about certainly means protective teams will have to bring along some of their own food; otherwise the only thing you'll be able to find quickly will be sugar.
Lest we sound preachy, we certainly don't pretend to have mastered the nutritional plan that perfectly matches the realities of protective assignments. We're always working to crack this nut, so to speak (and speaking of nuts, they are part of the solution because they are metabolized more slowly than sugar). This isn't a book about nutrition, of course, and all we're intending here is to give you the goal: to be free of craving, because it undermines (you could say under-minds) a protector's ability to be present for the mission.
If we go one level deeper into the subject of craving, we see that craving is not actually linked to hunger at all. As one quickly learns when fasting, even if for just 24 hours, the craving for food that we initially think will worsen to the unbearable point actually passes entirely after a while. During a fast, you might think, "I have to eat right away," and then you see that 3, 5, 10, 15 hours later, you still haven't eaten and yet you're just fine. This shows that craving is in the mind, not the stomach; craving and hunger are much different things. The experience of fasting for 24 hours is a profoundly valuable one for protectors because once you know that you can go ten or fifteen hours without even a snack, waiting an hour or two till the next break becomes far easier. Above all, you know your body is fine and that the challenge is in the mind only. (There is a body issue in fasting, however: Drink plenty of water.)
So, we've seen that craving is in the mind and not the body, and we've seen that craving is destructive to effective protection because it takes the protector out of the present moment. From here, we can go still one level deeper and see that more than just keeping you from being present in the moment, craving is a symptom, a signal that you are already not present. You'd never crave a Snickers bar while in a free fall skydive, or while scuba-diving with sharks, or immediately after hearing what you think is a gunshot. Being fully present in the moment and craving never go together. Thus, at the instant you become aware of a craving, you're simultaneously being made aware that you are not fully present. If you use craving in this way (instead of allowing it to use you), craving is a superb and reliable reminder to wake up and come back to the present. And the instant you are fully engaged in the present, the craving stops!
Assuming freedom from craving, or wise use of craving, the following concepts can now be applied:
In the TAD exercise, a protector is told that an attack will come within 30 seconds, making pure and complete focus somewhat easy. But in actual protective assignments, each of us must keep our mind at bay for hours and hours. To keep something "at bay," means to keep it protected from the sea, to keep it anchored.
What's tugging on that anchor? The same thing that tugs on all anchors: The constant moving of the water. The mind is a surging ocean of thought-waves, most of them irrelevant to the mission at hand. Unless we give the mind a specific task, such as Design That Building, or Total Up That Column of Numbers, or Find Those Car Keys, we're usually treading water in a sea of constant distractions.
With the mind at bay, your attention can move from Now to Now, releasing each moment almost instantaneously so that the next can be perceived. In protective work (and in life), the rewards come when each past moment is allowed to expire gracefully, without resistance, so the current moment can live fully. Remaining in the Now means, in effect, that you lose your mind and come to your senses. Then you can perceive what is going on around you. Our thoughts sometimes become scattered all over the mental field, and to direct them toward a single goal, we must collect them. The protector's mission needs to be constantly remembered, re-collected, in the most literal meaning of the word.
In order to avoid problems like Operation Makeup Case, our firm seeks to remove logistical responsibilities from those assigned to close protective coverage when possible. Contrary to a practice applied by some in the field, we do not automatically assign the Detail Leader to close protection, because we want our close protectors free of the need to deal with logistics and planning. We want them actively looking into each fraction of a second to see what it contains -- and we don't want them thinking too much about the future. In fact, we don't want them thinking too much at all.


Taming Your Mind
What if, instead of being assured the suspect's attack will come within 30 seconds, TAD students are told it will come sometime in the 30 minutes? While there are clear advantages to observing people over a longer period, as time passes it becomes more difficult to remain in the Now. After a while, the mind wants to go elsewhere, off on its favorite mission: to think. And thinking is far different from observing.
Imagine we extend the 30 minutes to, say, 30 days, telling protectors: "Within the next month, there will absolutely be an attack on a public figure, possibly your protectee." The statement would be totally accurate: There will be an attack on some public figure within the month -- but even this truth isn't sufficiently specific or urgent to satisfy the mind's criteria for staying in the Now.
Many people wrongly assume that a protector's task is to be super attentive, on high-alert, wound up and ready to spring in the event of a specific outcome. That state, however, cannot be maintained, and remaining super alert for long periods of time causes anxiety, tension, and fatigue. Eventually, the state itself begins to detract from one's ability to perceive. Contrary to the unwanted results of trying to remain super alert, when protectors are fully in the Now, they are invigorated, not drained.
It isn't outside influences that make it so difficult to keep the mind at bay; it's the mind itself that tugs on the anchor. The mind doesn't like to be still. Its mission is to constantly wander, wonder, learn, think, chew on information, and, like a child, always have your attention. That's why people seek "peace of mind," but the phrase is flawed because mind and peace are opposites.
People go to great lengths to quiet the mind, to have just a few seconds that aren't disturbed by thinking. They ingest all variety of consciousness-altering compounds, from alcohol to LSD. Others seek thrills: They bungee jump, ski, skydive, swim with sharks, and shoot each other with paintballs. Similarly, sex, white water rafting, and boxing have great appeal because they bring us fully to the Now. When truly engaged in one of these activities, we don't think about bills, the office, next week, or last week. We are present for our present experience.
Once the mind gets in the way it labels and evaluates every perception, stamping each one with a judgment, a recap, an opinion, an analogy, a category, a theory, a conclusion. Most people are reluctant to see their own mind as an obstruction, but for many endeavors, the mind does get in the way. Gifted athletes will tell you that thinking is the last thing they want between their perception and their response, between seeing the approaching tennis ball and sending it back across the court. There's a role for the mind during preparation, but there's not much place for thinking during a game.
Before you hear a sound like gunfire, what comes first is the external vibration; second, the nerve motion that carries it to the brain. That's when you hear it. Next, after many perceptions, memories, and thoughts have been quickly (almost instantly) considered, the brain responds with an opinion or a theory about what caused the sound. Though these are each distinct processes (the vibration, the nerve's report, the assessment, and the brain's conclusion), we can't perceive each step; we perceive only their combined effect. Every act of perception includes these steps. Therefore, when you conclude that the sound is gunfire, respect that conclusion and act without further thinking.
This doesn't mean every loud sound is gunfire. It means: Respect the process. As balloons are popping all around you at the political convention, the conclusion of gunfire is unlikely; at the firing range, any other conclusion is unlikely. Respect the conclusion without invoking Mind, because Mind's approach would be to register the conclusion, then question it, think about it some more, decide on a response, question the decision, maybe execute the response, criticize the response, rationalize the response, and then go over the whole thing again. In effect, Mind never really concludes anything -- it just keeps going.


Zen in the Art of Protection
Were a tennis player to let Mind run the show, the ball would sail on by him. Great athletes speak of being "in the zone" or "in the flow," part of the flow of the game, not thinking about the game, but being the game.
Likewise, experienced protectors will tell you about being in the flow on a high-risk protective assignment, totally present and in the Now. They feel connected to events, intuitively aware of everything in the environment. Zen means direct intuitive insight, unmediated by Mind. When you bring Zen to the Art of Protection, like its acronym, ZAP, you are zapped into the current moment. No middlemen, no mediation -- it's just you and reality. In effect, you don't care about anything but your mission.
Your protectee is presenting an award and the show starts late. You don't care. Show going well, you don't care. Show going poorly, you don't care. Technical problems causing stress to production people backstage; don't care. Dinner is cold; don't care. Event organizers happy or unhappy; it's all the same to you.
The event ends? Perhaps surprisingly, you still don't care. That's because the ending of an event is a fairly unimportant milestone for protectors. You still have to get the protectee safely out, pass through transit areas, and get en route to the next site. Event falling behind schedule? You don't care, and anyway, though the schedule may indicate departure from a location at 10 p.m., protectors have to be ready to depart from the moment they arrive until the moment they actually depart, no matter what time it is. When venue staff say, "Let us know when you're ready to depart and we'll unlock the back gate," we say, "We're ready to depart right now." Explaining that we want to keep the cars at the ready all the time, we say it's in case of an "unscheduled departure," our euphemism for emergency.
Ideally, everything that happens in your perception is run through this filter: "Is it attack-relevant?" And if not, then: "Could it be attack-relevant?" If the answer to both of these questions is no, then move on to the next happening you perceive. Sometimes, as in Operation Makeup Case, it is protectees themselves who distract protectors from the mission, sometimes inadvertently, sometimes quite intentionally. Experienced protectors stay on mission even when protectees try to derail them. During our briefings with new clients, we explain:
"When you are in public, there is no such thing as a casual moment to your protectors. Staff members and assistants might view that time as a respite from work or as mere transit time, but your protectors are always engaged and busy whenever you are in public. You'll notice sometimes when you're in public that your protectors don't look at you when you speak to them. They might even seem unresponsive at times, though rest assured they are listening to you. Though they might not appear fully engaged in the conversation it's because they are fully engaged in their mission, which is what you want."
(See Appendix 1 for a Letter to the Protectee that communicates this and other things protectees must know in order to be as safe as possible.)
As the tasks and missions of others are completed all around you (the speech ends, dessert is served, the award is given, the curtain is lowered), it all makes little difference to you. But if something directly relevant to your mission occurs -- ZAP, you are part of it. If that something is an attack, then every millisecond you might spend trying to convince yourself "This isn't really happening" accrues to the benefit of your adversary. An assailant knows exactly what's happening, of course, and the longer it takes you to know it too, the greater his advantage.
Being a protector who can tame all internal distractions and be totally immersed in the moment is a high calling, a contest in which we face our most perfectly matched opponent: Our own mind. The authors realize that there will be resistance to the idea of not thinking and not making judgments. This idea will be unwelcome to nearly all minds, which derive their very identity through thinking and judging. In effect, the mind resists the idea of resisting ideas. Preparing the mind is like taming any other powerful and resistant force: It's a process, a practice, as opposed to a switch you can just flip. It's not easy to stop the mind's habitual thinking, and accordingly, protective work at the highest levels is not for everyone. One strategy is to withdraw energy from the constant process of analyzing, assessing, and reassessing. The effort to do this is actually more important than so-called success, because effort is a real thing, whereas success is just an idea, a concept. We decide somewhat arbitrarily what will be called a success and what will be called a failure -- but an effort is a tangible thing. When trying to tame the mind, it's the effort that matters most.
All people yearn at times to be free of the Mind, even if just for a moment, but as protectors, we are looking for much more than a moment. We know that a few successes at conquering internal distractions don't add up to a victory. The victory comes when we occupy the conquered territory. In effect, we must occupy the Mind to prevent it from occupying us.


Choosing the Best Seat on the Train
In protective work, it's beneficial to occupy the mind with real events that are in your environment right now. Perceive the things that happen, then quickly discard them. Like being on a train, you see things pass, but you don't grab onto anything. You let each thing go, releasing it to make space for the next perception. The ideal place to be in protective work is the front of the train, from where you can see events approach and come into focus. Facing forward, everything you see is relevant, and evermore relevant because it's coming toward you. It is real. You experience each event directly, with curiosity instead of judgment -- and then you let it pass.
You wouldn't want to be on the back of the train watching the past and contemplating each event as it recedes into irrelevance. What passes behind you in time quickly becomes unreal, a memory with all the edits and judgments of a memory -- and at that point, you are actually better off not watching it at all, for "it" is in your mind, not your reality.
Being positioned on the front of the train encourages you to focus on the current, and helps you to quickly forget the past (literally, that which has passed). The mind will try to hold on to things that have already disappeared, but you can use the advancing reality to keep you in this moment, then this moment, then this moment.
Imagine driving from New York to Los Angeles. It is nighttime. You can make a whole journey of 3000 miles able to see only in relatively small increments of the few hundred feet illuminated by your headlights. Safety requires that you focus on those few hundred feet about to be crossed, and you compartmentalize thoughts about things that are hundreds or even thousands of miles away. Through this process, you reach your destination, having been present all along the way. In protective work, focus on what you can see (what is within the range of your headlights), and not upon what you cannot see.
Zen in the Art of Protection means taking thousands of mental snapshots every hour, and quickly discarding each one that doesn't matter, in order to make room for the next, which might matter. It's easy to slip into reevaluating a useless past perception, keeping it mindlessly in Mind, turning it over again and again. The word ruminate is often used to describe deep thinking, but the actual meaning of the word refers to the action of cows when they bring already-swallowed food back up from their stomachs into their mouths to chew on again. That's not a bad analogy for what we do with thinking sometimes, bringing ideas and concepts that have already been mostly digested back into our minds and uselessly going over them again. While in a crowd with your protectee, for example, what is really worth thinking about? Very little. What ideas are worth revisiting? Very few. Most importantly, what can help bring you to the present moment, and what can help you keep moving with time? The surprising answer is Distractions. Distractions can serve to bring you to the present moment, if you are willing, that is, to accept the gentle tug of each new perception.


Be Driven by Distractions
Someone might say, "A loud noise distracted me," though it's more likely that the noise brought the person back from distraction, back into the present moment, back from thinking about the past or the future, back to that which is Right Here. When we get distracted from our thinking it's such an irony, since thinking itself is the most frequent and pervasive distraction from what is actually happening Now. Thinking is usually more destructive to your mission than most actual occurrences in your environment.
Rapid movements, jumping, outreached hands, cameras flashing, hands reaching into pockets, cars pulling into traffic a block ahead, a briefcase you can't immediately match to a bystander, a person running toward you, a person moving away, a person firmly resisting your nudge, someone's eyes darting to the side, someone's eyes holding your glance too long -- all these events, even those that later turn out to be unrelated to danger, have profound value to your mission if you let them serve to bring you into the Now. Things we previously called distractions can be used to keep us aware of and perceiving events in our current environment. The protector's attention can be, in the best sense, driven by distractions.
Being aware allows perception of events to occur, and perception brings information to you via your senses as opposed to via your memory. Because perception brings current information as opposed to dated information, it is a protector's most important resource. If the route between your senses and your muscles is congested by thinking, action is inhibited. Logic, judgment, imagination, memory, contemplation -- all these clog the path between perception and action.
Interestingly, thoughts are not your enemy; it's thinking that gets in the way, and there's an important distinction between the two. A thought is something that arises in the mind, and you rarely know from where it arose. Very often, a thought will be important and relevant. You might explore it, consider it, act on it, or discard it. It might come back, it might not. Whatever happens, the initial arising of a thought is not under your control.
Thinking, on the other hand, is the horizontal process of consciously linking thoughts, concepts, and ideas -- and thinking is what most often gets in the protector's way, as in this example:
"What's with the guy in the yellow raincoat? Reminds me of that sailboat team, crew all wore yellow raincoats. What's that race in Australia? Or it starts in Australia. Chevron sponsored some of them. Chevron logo was on the sails. Chevron had that executive kidnapped in Brazil. Or Peru... America's Cup! But it starts in Australia? Or a different place each year? Chevron paid some ransom, I remember. Is it even likely to rain? Why wouldn't a guy leave a coat like that in the car? If he's got a car. Some people came by bus. Buses could block the parking lot exit -- have to remember to check that when we get to the reception. Maybe we can even see the driveway from one of the windows. Is it a reception, or just a fast meet-and-greet? Reception means food. I should have eaten something when we had that downtime. Maybe we can bring the cars around before the thing starts, in case we have to leave early. Nutrition bar in the car; just candy really, but I want it. I need it. And if it rains, it'll be easier to get coats from the car. Maybe that's why he's wearing a raincoat ..."
This form of thinking, in which one idea is linked to the next, might feel like there's a constructive process underway. There isn't. The mind often links things together and then thinks it has formed some continuity -- but continuity is an illusion. In protective work, Don't strive for continuity. Continuity is a product of the mind only, a belief that some past events are significantly linked to the present moment and to the future. In protective work, there is nothing gained by connecting this moment to other moments -- and much is lost during the time travel it takes to gather up memories and create a story. As hard as it is for the mind to accept, there is no story to assemble, no sense to be made of events -- just occurrences and images that must each be allowed to stand on its own. In the example above ("What's with the guy in the yellow raincoat?"), the thought had great value, but the thinking carried the Mind away.

	"When you are given diamonds mixed with gravel, you may either miss the diamonds or find them. It is the seeing that matters."

 Indian Sage, Nisargadatta Maharaj 



Satisfy the Hungry Mind
Earlier, we discussed addictions, and the mind itself has an addiction: To reach conclusions. A moment after reaching one conclusion, it will want to replace it with another one, and so on. If your mind has trouble discarding the snapshots appearing before you, try creating a quick name or label for each one. This can help convince the mind that it has completed a task, that it's okay to move on to the next person or event. For example, the process of observing and then naming seven people could look like this, and could be this fast:
	Sunburn
	White hair
	Looks like Leonard Nimoy
	Mr. Pushy
	Guy arguing with wife
	Mr. Nervous
	Second time in line

Notice that you didn't think about any of the people you named. Also, the last four names assigned are based upon behavior: One man is pushy, another is arguing, one appears nervous, and the last is doing something of relevance to your mission (getting into a receiving line for the second time). If, in order to let go of snapshots, you must name them, then naming on the basis of behavior is more useful than naming on the basis of appearance, because behavior is more relevant to your mission than appearance.
The mission is to see, to realy see. For example, did you really see the misspelled word in the last sentence? (It's the seventh word).
Now, take a look at this paragraph:
FINISHED FILES ARE THE RESULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY COMBINED WITH THE EXPERIENCE OF YEARS.
Pause here for a moment and count the number of F's in the sentence above.
How many did you find? Three? Four? Five? If your total was any of these, count again.
There are more than five F's in the sentence. So, looking for F's doesn't necessarily mean finding them. Looking for attackers doesn't necessarily mean finding them either. Looking to match things to our preconception of what they'll be doesn't work as well as seeing what is. In fact, looking for attackers (as opposed to perceiving behaviors that might precede an attack) is actually counterproductive. That's because you might have in mind an imagined appearance -- and anything imagined takes you out of what's actually occurring in front of you. The great French intellectual, Marcel Proust called this an inexorable law: "Only that which is absent can be imagined."
In other words, whatever you imagine cannot be present -- for if it were present, you wouldn't be able to imagine it, just as you cannot look at this book and imagine it at the same time.


Don't Look for Assassins
An expedition that sets out to climb Mount Everest and doesn't reach the top is called a failure. But an expedition that sets out to find whatever it will find cannot fail. Let that be your expedition, to discover what is in the here and now. Rather than looking for something that matches your imagination, rather than looking for anything, look at everything. See what is set right in front of you, what is real.
Looking for assassins would be like seeking wealth by applying the belief that "Every place you go contains diamonds." For a time, your mind might look for diamonds, and then after finding none, it would stop. Rather than looking for diamonds -- which are rare -- a more constructive adage for attaining wealth would be "Look for opportunities." Because opportunities are not rare.
Similarly, if one looks for assassins, and day after day they aren't found, the search has no payoff. The ZAP philosophy encourages us to look for nothing, and instead to directly perceive what's actually here. So rather than giving your mind an assignment it will quickly tire of ("Look for Assassins"), here's an assignment that actually has a frequent payoff: See and register relevant behaviors without regard (at this moment) to whether they will eventually escalate to attack.
You see a person positioning to intersect with your protectee, hands kept out of view, or you see someone stubbornly maintaining a position, or someone holding his breath, or someone breathing rapidly -- all these behaviors are worthy of holding your attention -- until they aren't. (Suspects worthy of your attention exist everywhere, regardless of whether they turn out to be attackers. This is a concept of such profound importance to protective work that it merits the entire Chapter Five.)
Ideally, each event will gain your attention for only the length of time it takes to either qualify for continuing interest or be discounted. You hear a pop, determine it's a balloon, and you move on. A man quickly withdraws something from his coat, it's a pair of sunglasses, and you move on. When you are in the flow, ZAP asserts itself without engaging you in the act of thinking.
If you do observe an attacker, then you become predator. Then you draw on powerful resources. But no predator in Nature would waste those precious resources before they are needed. No predator remains in a constant state of predation, nor does any predator always hunt for prey; the most effective predators are always ready to exploit any opportunity that arises. (More on this below.)
How can you tell when you're in the Now? By the constant recognition of new information. This has less to do with what's happening and more to do with how you process what's happening. For example, as the politician shakes hand after hand in the jostling crowd, you are presented with new information in every instant. Your mind is totally occupied with the happenings you perceive, you take in each new image: a hand, a body, a face, an expression on a face. You are not thinking about anything, you are perceiving only. You are in the Now.
An unskilled protector might categorize thousands of events within view under the heading of "handshaking" when, in fact, there is so much to perceive that it can't possibly be contained in any one category. A capable protector intuitively registers, assesses, and then discards many perceptions, each perception: Now this, Now this, Now this, and nothing is assigned to any category (which would be thinking). In the jostling crowd, it's easier to remain present in the Now because so many perceptions arise, but it's more difficult to remain present when listening to the politician's speech before a fairly sedate audience. The people aren't doing much, you might think, and it's the same tedious speech you've heard at a hundred rallies and luncheons, the speech that wasn't new even the first time you heard it, the speech that has you stuck in your mind anticipating each passage before it comes, anticipating that joke he tells as if it just occurred to him, anticipating the quarter-hearted laughter from the crowd, and anticipating (most eagerly) the ending.
So how do you stay present while listening to that speech? You don't listen to that speech! Listening to the speech is the opposite of being present in the Now. But if you allow it, your mind will pounce on that speech every time, because your mind loves things that are predictable, loves confirming what it already knows. Following along and hearing that which is already known is a test the mind always passes, and the mind loves tests -- and particularly loves passing tests, winning points, being right. But to stay in the Now, you don't listen to that speech at all. Your ears might register the vibration, your mind might recognize that it's the speech, but you don't give away your greatest asset: your attention. You can be sure that a person who is about to attack is not focused on the content of that speech, isn't thinking, "Wow, that's an interesting policy for dealing with the budget deficit."


The Absolutely Bearable Stress of Attack
A person who is about to attack might be thinking any number of things, but at the instant of attack, he is free of thinking; he is fully in the Now. If a protector is not already with the attacker in time, then he will be yanked into the Now in way that can be shocking and stressful. Even with the best of training and readiness, protectors during actual attacks can experience something well beyond the potency of the word stress -- beyond any word.
At the instant of an attack, time stops, time speeds up, time is forgotten, everything is forgotten. Life is no longer lived in leisurely increments of seconds or minutes. Life is now divided into milliseconds. Every tiny action is now under the control of ancient internal protectors that have been waiting deep in the cells. The heart rate will instantly jump as the body's nuclear defense system jolts on. Blood flow increases to the legs and arms, lactic acid heats up the muscles. A cocktail of powerful chemicals will blast into the bloodstream, including the famous one, adrenaline, but also Cortisol, a chemical that helps the blood clot more quickly in the event of injury.
The five senses will take off, sometimes in different directions, shouting back disjointed reports of their discoveries. Normally, when one sense is involved in something of importance, it commands the attention of the brain, while the other senses sink into the background or attempt to cooperate by providing additional information. But the attack has overthrown all that, and by the time things are back to normal, normal will have been forever changed.
It is distressing enough to watch videos of attacks, even though distance provides us the luxury to perceive events through sight and hearing only. In actual attacks, events are absorbed by every sense, taken in via taste, smell, touch, and through the skin, literally. The exchange of energy between aggressor and defender cannot be fully appreciated from the comfort and distance of wherever you are reading these words. A hint of the stress is displayed by the contorted, unnatural postures and twisted, pained expressions on the faces of protectors during attacks.
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How can protectors best prepare themselves to deal with the savageness and speed of these events? Training of course -- a very specific type of training that provides, as authentically as possible, the experience of violent attack. Not just role-playing simulation, or aiming an electronic gun at a big-screen TV, but an experience that fully engages the student and compels him or her to function in the face of fear, pain, and stress.
In TAD exercises, the student's wish to perform causes some stress, but protectors need training that compels profound stress. To accomplish that, we must place them in the specific type of emergency situation in which they are expected to prevail. Cadet firefighters are required to make their way through a building engulfed in real flames because flickering red lights and orange paper mache wouldn't prepare the mind and body to function well in an actual emergency. The cadets must experience real heat and real fire in order to gain what amounts to a mental vaccine.

	"Just as a fireman has to know all about fire, you have to know all about violence."

 Col. Dave Grossman 

In protective work, the ideal mental vaccine for stress is to be shot at, and hit, and to prevail -- all of which occurs during our Academy. We place trainees in the role of protector, and then we shoot at their protectees, and at them, using real guns, firing real projectiles. Rather than lead bullets, however, we use plastic marking capsules (Simunition(r)). Our students wear face protection, but unlike students in many law enforcement academies, they do not wear any other protective garment. When they get shot, it hurts -- a lot. In this context, the pain is good, for it's part of the inoculation.
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To inoculate against a disease, a small dose of the disease is used. Similarly, to inoculate against a stressor[?], we have to give a dose of the precise stress that protectors might experience in an attack -- and then have them prevail.
Our students are stung by the painful shots, their skin is broken, and the memory that's imprinted contains the experience of continuing to function effectively in the face of pain and injury.
Research indicates that people in attack situations can have sustained heart rates of higher than 200 beats per minute, so our students learn a lot about the destructive effects of increased heart rate. Consider that for the average person, when the heart rate reaches about 115, fine motor control begins to deteriorate, along with visual reaction time and judgment. Up around 145, substantial reductions in performance occur, some caused by the body's rerouting blood away from the muscles. Our Academy has exercises in which protectors under attack must perform actions requiring dexterity (unlocking a car door, for example). In early engagements, it's not uncommon for students to be incapable of even simple, familiar actions.
After just a couple of Simunition(r) engagements, student heart rates come down, allowing motor skills and judgment to be retained. Our experience has confirmed this reasonable assumption: Attacks are more stressful for protectors than for attackers. That's because attackers must be calm in order to achieve accuracy, and they must maintain at least the illusion of calm in order not to tip their intent too early. Their breathing is under control, and even at the Moment of Commitment, attackers can (and usually must) stay fairly still. Conversely, at that same moment, protectors need to move suddenly and quickly, compelling increased heart rate. Given this, stress inoculation training is all the more important to help prepare protectors to retain effectiveness during attacks.
Attack simulations and the use of Simunition(r) are, thankfully, gaining wider acceptance, but the type of Stress Inoculation training we are discussing next is not something you'll likely have read about elsewhere. Only our Academy is applying it.


Combat Stress Inoculation
The emergency situation that is far and away the most difficult to accurately simulate is close-quarters combat of the type one might experience in an attack. Hand-to-hand combat training at police and military academies typically involves someone playing a bad guy and "attacking" another participant. This method cannot be fully effective, because trainees always know that the role-playing instructor isn't going to injure them, and is, in fact, seeking to avoid doing injury. The student knows he is not likely to lose an eye or break a wrist during simulated fights. Accordingly, the experience doesn't trigger the same level of fear and stress as an actual violent encounter.
To accurately simulate combat, we developed an innovative use of attack-trained police dogs. Before the exercise begins the trainee has absolutely no idea what is coming, not even that a dog will be involved. During the first encounter, a dog is secured on a chain, and the trainee is placed just out of reach. The trainee is directed to remain in place and stand eye-to-eye taunting the viciously growling animal.
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In the next encounter, the dog that the trainee has just been taunting is no longer chained, however the trainee is wearing bite-resistant clothing. The dog is ordered to attack with all it's got. Even though the powerful bites don't penetrate the skin, the trainee experiences the tension, grappling, wrestling, and aggressiveness of an actual violent attack -- because it is an actual violent attack. Having a dog latched onto one's arm -- or chest, or back -- trying with all its energy to pull you the ground and hurt you, convinces the body to go into its full defense mode.
These encounters with police dogs do much more than simulate violence -- they are violence. Trainees are aware throughout that every encounter is dangerous, and that the animal intends and is trying to do them harm. That's an experience impossible to achieve in conventional training.
When police dogs bite onto a jacket sleeve and find no resistance, or when they encounter a limb that goes limp, they are trained to bite elsewhere. For this reason, a trainee must, in effect, feed an arm to the attacking dog -- otherwise, he will be bitten elsewhere. This calls for courage, requiring a trainee to directly face the attacking animal, and to resist the impulse to turn and run.
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Trainees learn to keep moving the arm or leg the dog is biting; this keeps the dog from attacking elsewhere, but also keeps the dog agitated. Just when a trainee gets used to one dog, a new dog is introduced.
Our goal is to continue escalating the situation, adding ever more stress and uncertainty. The trainee is next placed in the back of a van, and then the dog is sent into the vehicle to attack in that claustrophobic environment.
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Next, the trainee is placed in a very small, pitch black building. The animal enters the building through a long tunnel, and then attacks the trainee from behind. The trainee has to exit the building with an attacking dog on his leg, arm, torso -- wherever the dog has clamped on.
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Graduates of this training are sworn to secrecy about the dogs so that upcoming academy students will not be aware of what's coming. We were concerned that the effectiveness would be reduced by advance knowledge -- but we've decided to include the information in this book because of its possible benefit to other protectors and organizations. We've learned that no matter what one might know in advance, people facing an angry and motivated attack dog will reliably react just as Nature has prepared them to: with fear and stress. Students overcome the natural impulse to run or retreat, and they learn to actually advance toward the danger ("feeding" an arm to the dog). To whatever degree they are stressed, so to that same degree will they be relieved and encouraged (literally inspired with courage) after prevailing through the exercise. Said one, "After you've fought with a few of those animals, grappling with a man is tame by comparison."


You Are the Predator
One of the most important truths you can bring with you into attack situations is the knowledge that you are the predator, not the prey. At the moment of attack, particularly a handgun attack, the attacker is not attacking you. In fact, from the Moment of Recognition onward, the reverse is true: The protector is the predator of the attacker. Why does this distinction matter so much? Because the way the body assigns its resources when you are predator is completely different from how the body responds when you perceive yourself as prey.
Bruce Siddle, author of Sharpening the Warrior's Edge and Warrior Science, tells us that "Comprehending the Predator vs. Prey mindsets is the key to successful 'operator' performance, and can be the secret to making the assassin miss."
If you perceive yourself as prey, your body is likely to throw you into debilitating stress reactions associated with an imminent threat to survival. Siddle explains: "In early man, these reactions played an important role when survival was threatened by a large predator: The body tuned out peripheral information, focused on the immediate threat, and increased blood flow to muscle groups that support gross motor skills (running, jumping, etc). Essentially, the stress reaction enhanced man's ability to become fast, quick, and strong when necessary -- but not without a cost to high level analytical processing and the ability to execute fine, complex, and precision motor tasks."
It's valuable to perceive yourself as predator at all times during a protective assignment, not just during an attack, and there's a particular challenge at the moment of attack: the inclination to say it isn't happening, which slows down a protector's arrival at the Moment of Recognition. Through training, protectors can learn to surrender to the reality of what is occurring. This doesn't mean surrender to the attacker -- but rather surrender to the situation, which is a strategy in itself. Surrendering to the situation lands you in the situation, as opposed to thinking about the situation. Landing in the present moment gets us out of our heads, where we tend to resist the present moment (e.g., I wish this weren't happening, this isn't fair, this is wrong, why did this happen, etc).
Attack simulation training is critically important so that protectors facing an actual attack have the memory of attack in their minds and cells. We want protectors to say, in effect, "I recognize this, I've seen this before." Otherwise, an attack is apprised as a new thing, and like all new things the mind would want to get involved to assess, evaluate, measure, judge, categorize.
Surrendering to the reality of what is happening means we accept the present moment, and that is where our resources and solutions and brilliance are waiting for us: in the present moment. Until this surrender happens you really aren't there at all, yet once the surrender occurs and you land in the present moment, you can be propelled far ahead of unworthy adversaries. Odds are that a well-trained protector will know this territory far better than the attacker -- after all, the well-trained protector has done this before, has been here before. It's here in the present moment that protectors get tactical inspirations, and see options they might not otherwise see. As with athletes in what might appear to be impossible situations, these options do not come from thinking; they come from being. Indeed, the so-called "tactical mindset" is useless once things go awry, because any mindset is itself out of the moment.
It's true that initially, a committed attacker is likely to be more present in the moment than the protector. That's because the protector might first deny, or think, or get angry, or judge the attacker and the situation as bad, when in fact, we could thank the bastard for waking us up out of thought, out of our plans and ideas -- and bringing us back to the moment where we can resume our role as predator.
Even just to observe, "Ah, an attack," is to stop planning, wanting, wishing, and all the other ing's that are so inferior to be-ing.
Wanting -- the attacker wants the successful assassination, the protector wants to prevail -- the wanting itself actually prevents the outcomes we want. The surrender, the acceptance, that's where the action is, and where the options are revealed, where we get to be part of what's happening.
If you always retain the posture of predator, then as you move toward an attacker, you'll know you are not the one at risk. He is. He is the prey, you are the predator. An attack might produce stress for the protector, of course, however to the degree you perceive yourself as predator rather than prey, you'll get physiological benefits without the release of stress hormones that cause deterioration of combat skills. A big difference, as Siddle explains: "The predator, unlike the prey, is smart, precise, and deliberate."
Among the various predators in Nature, the best analogy for protective work is offered by Dave Grossman in On Combat, when he describes the sheepdog and the sheep. The sheepdog is a predator dedicated to protecting his flock from any other predators. Grossman explains that nothing but a predator can hunt a predator: "Sending a sheep after a predator is merely home delivery," he says.
The predator role best matches the outcome you want -- and best summons the resources you'll need to reach that outcome.


Do It Now
Well-trained protectors bring Zen to the art of protection when they see suspects through direct intuitive insight, unmediated by the Mind. Thus, ZAP is not a state of mind, it is a state of no mind.
As learned from the TAD exercise discussed in Chapter 2, a protector's nearness to someone who intends to attack is a key element in determining outcome. You want to be close. This means you don't wait for anything more than your intuition; your suspicion about someone is enough to compel action. If you can move closer to a suspect now, do it now. Move forward, fast forward into the Now. Reassessing is not an action.
In the Now, you can be in position (and in time) to act on pre-incident indicators, rather than merely waiting for an attacker's Moment of Commitment. What, after all, makes someone an attacker? An attack. But if you wait for an attack, you will likely have waited too long. Though many people think the mission is to wait for an attack and then respond, the job is not called "Waiter" -- it is called "Protector." The job is to proactively Protect all the time, literally to protect all the time that you'd need in order to respond. You do this by keeping the distances between yourself and your emergency destinations as short as possible, and by having no separation between yourself and the Now.

	Your attitude, your approach, the sense of confidence and purpose you bring to your activity is what people observe when they say you are good at it.

 Samurai Master Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645), "A Book of Five Rings" 



Appearances Matter
When you are fully present in body and mind, attentive but not anxious, and well grounded, everyone who observes you will sense your readiness, including the most important observer of all: the one who came here intending to attack. There will be a current that can actually be felt by people in your environment, and you will be current -- in the most basic meaning of the word: belonging to the present time.
Currency shows in a great protective team, and that true readiness is the ultimate deterrent. There is a vitality in the present moment that other moments just don't have -- and an attacker can sense when you are fully in the moment. Let him feel that you are not only present with him, but pre-sent ahead of him.
Effective protectors radiate confidence, and people who consider attack can sense that confidence. They can also sense attentiveness, displayed by how a protector's eyes move (or don't move), by body language, and by positioning. They can even read the rate of a protector's respiration. How you look -- literally how you look at people -- can enhance deterrence.
When you combine readiness with ideal positioning, then you are actively protecting, not just waiting -- and if that man you've just moved closer to has attack on his mind, you can change his mind using your attitude alone.
Remember, he is already full of reasons to hesitate. Give him one more reason: Your readiness. Make him think, for thinking stalls acting and throws him out of the Now. Or make him rush, for rushing impedes accuracy, and throws him off balance.
Protector attributes that display currency and readiness:
	Appears interested, involved, engaged
	Doesn't have unnecessary talk with anyone, including other protectors
	Not fussing with clothes, wires, earphone, or other equipment
	Hands are free and at the ready
	Coat is unbuttoned for easy access to equipment
	Makes eye contact with anyone and everyone in the protectee's immediate environment
	Shows suspiciousness: Let suspects feel you are "on to them" even if you are not
	Enforces the rules, immediately intercepts anyone entering spaces that are established as off limits, even when there's no apparent danger
	Physically fit and exuding an air of confidence
	Assumes a strong position and a balanced stance

Throughout his diary, Arthur Bremer+, who shot Presidential candidate George Wallace, teaches us the value of appearances. He relates that one crew of protectors is less effective than another because they have "no suspicions" (sic), and he describes some protectors as "bored gargoyles." He also writes about protectors whose appearances and positioning did impress him (and deter him), referring to a "smart agent" whose effective actions he called "a nice trick." Ultimately, he blames "beefed up security" for his failure to kill his target.
The Compendium cases show all too clearly that having protectors near attackers does not automatically deter or prevent attacks. Among many others, there's Israeli Prime Minister Rabin (#251), Mexican Presidential Candidate Colosio (#229), Rajiv Gandhi, (#177), all fatally wounded while protectors were directly next to the assailants, and in at least one case, actually touching the assailant at the instant of the attack (President William McKinley #1394).
Thankfully, there are many more cases (perhaps thousands) where attacks were deterred by the conspicuous currency of protectors -- by the appearances that matter. And currency can do more than just deter attacks; it can actually prevent an attack -- in the truest definition of the word prevent: depriving the person of the "power or hope of succeeding."


An Alternative Universe
Some sects of Tibetan Buddhists believe that merely by being intently focused on the Now, and not doing anything physical, they can influence and even change future events. The idea that intention alone can change the physical world might at first seem farfetched, yet you see it happen in protective work all the time: If someone considering an attack senses that you are fully present (pre-sent), even if you do nothing more, your currency can influence and change his actions.
When you think of all the ways that attacks could resolve themselves, you can see that many outcomes do exist in a sort of alternative universe. That phrase strikes many people as fantasy or science fiction, yet there's a more grounded way of looking at it: The alternative universe is merely the infinite range of possibilities and potentialities arising out of this present moment. And this moment right now is our last opportunity to influence what happens next.
For example, in this moment you can choose to walk right or left, and that seemingly small decision changes everything: What you'll see, whom you'll encounter, what thoughts will arise, what options you'll have, what options you'll forfeit. Figuratively and literally, a universe of possible outcomes emerges, and the only time in which we can influence events is the current moment.
Talking about such things as a "tactical mindset" might be more welcome to the Western mind than considering an alternate universe, however, during an actual emergency, any mindset is itself out of the moment. There's no benefit to anything being set, least of all the mind.
When not present in the Now, you become aware of events and options after they occur, after they are no longer possibilities or opportunities -- and for our purposes as protectors, that's too late.
When we really land in the present moment, that is where options are revealed; that is when we're propelled far ahead of unworthy adversaries. And sometimes, there, we get a tactical inspiration that doesn't come from thinking. It comes from really being in the event as it is still occurring. In effect, the Now is a door to the universe of possible outcomes -- and we are truly protectors only when that door is kept open.





[?] Stress inoculation is a complex topic which we are only briefly touching on here. Readers will benefit from the far more thorough exploration available in two excellent books: Lt. Col. Dave Grossman's book On Combat, and Bruce Siddle's Sharpening the Warriors Edge.
+ Consider reading An Assasin's Diary, Arthur Bremer, 1972; it contains many observations useful to protectors.







"I am, at the very most, 35 feet from my target. In the 5th row. Too far to risk. Need a sure shot. Can't kill Nixy-boy if you ain't close to him."
Arthur Bremer, shooter of presidential candidate George Wallace






	Space
	Chapter 4



Essential Lessons of this Chapter:
Every location contains inherent advantages and disadvantages; whatever hand you are dealt can be improved by advance work, set-up, and positioning.
For most types of attack, 25-feet of space between attacker and target just about assures the protectee's survival.

In team sports, the game is primarily about moving objects through space. Similarly, most attacks on protected persons are about moving objects through space -- but the objects are usually bullets.
In football, baseball, hockey, basketball, rugby, and soccer, the whole team seeks to prevent an individual from reaching a goal. Even though many team members might be involved in the overall effort, there are times in every game when it comes down to one person charging through or around a whole group of opponents. Those competing might be gifted and capable athletes, the teams might have trained together for years, they might be supported by a variety of advisors and coaches and technologies -- and yet still they cannot reliably prevent that one person from prevailing. Even though everyone knows the opposing team's precise intent, and everyone knows roughly what strategies they'll apply, and everyone sees it happening -- they still can't reliably stop it from happening. Take the task of interfering with a player carrying or lobbing an obvious object like a basketball, and compare it to the task of interfering with a bullet discharged from a small, concealable device. One quickly grasps just how challenging a job protectors have signed on for.


The Rules of Public Figure Attack
The analogy of team sports and protection weakens when it comes to rules. In sports, the rules are agreed upon and then honored equally by all competitors. Not so in attacks on protected persons. Favorably, however, and perhaps surprisingly, it is protectors and not attackers who have the most influence on the rules of public figure attack.
Just as in sports, there's a court or field, a definable space that will be the setting for the protector/attacker contest. Ideally, protectors will determine the line from which an attacker must start. This is done by modifying environments with cordons, rope-lines, barricades, tables, and through manned enforcement of these boundaries. Protectors can usually decide where people will be located within these boundaries, where they will wait, line up, sit, and stand -- and these decisions become the rules. Those who deviate from these rules call attention to themselves. We want that call for attention to occur at the earliest possible moment, which usually means from the farthest possible distance.
As we've seen in earlier chapters, nearly everything in protection is indivisibly linked to the always-present factor of time. Space too derives most of its significance from the time it takes to traverse it. But space is also relevant to our mission in several important ways that are independent of time:
	Accuracy. The amount of space between attacker and target -- the distance -- profoundly influences attacker accuracy. The Compendium cases show that attackers who fired handguns at targets within 25 feet usually hit their targets. Attackers who fired handguns at targets farther away than 25 feet almost never hit their targets. (We say almost never as a concession to the possibility that there might have been a successful handgun attack on a protected person from greater than 25 feet that did not turn up in our research.) The likelihood of a successful handgun assassination at greater than 25 feet is vanishingly low. It's not that a good shot can't be made at that distance; it's just that no assassin we're aware of has made that shot. Not only handgun attacks are influenced by distance; all types of attack are more difficult from farther away than they are from closer.
	Method of Attack. Distance helps to limit the attack methods available. Close in, an attacker might successfully use a knife, handgun, long gun, sword, injection device, hammer, axe, explosive, poison, or fist -- but if he is farther away than 25 feet, the list of attack options narrows profoundly.
	Access Control. Strategic use of space allows protectors to compel people to be far from the protectee (e.g., access control backstage at an event, limiting access at the front of the stage, access control at the protectee's work location or home, enforcing manned boundaries around the protectee while moving in public). Strategic use of space allows protectors to allow access only to those who are authorized to be present, and, in the best situations, those who have been screened for weapons. Many of the successful attacks in the Compendium would have failed had access to the attacker's staging point been allowed only to people who were screened and authorized (Oswald #5, RFK #10, Wallace #13, Reagan #25, Sadat #106, Seles #213, Rabin #251, for example).
	Vantage. Vantage is the commanding perspective and comprehensive view that can provide advantage. When assessing vantage, ask yourself: Who has the higher elevation? What obstacles are between attacker and target that might benefit one or the other? Who is helped by the relative illumination (for example, is the target illuminated and the attacker in the dark)?
	Concealment. Situations and settings that allow an attacker to be hidden or to hide intent afford the opportunity to attack without sending much of a signal. Perhaps the most chilling example is that of the Parliamentary page who leaned in close to South African Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd as he sat in Parliament. Appearing to deliver a message, this assassin was actually stabbing the Prime Minister to death. Though the protectee knew he was being attacked, the assassination was complete before protectors knew anything was wrong (Compendium #72).

Unlike time, which is an unchangeable constant, each of these factors above can be influenced by protectors. During advance arrangements protectors can select (or at least influence the selection of) holding rooms, foot-routes, temporary accommodations, and, most important of all, vehicle staging and public arrival areas. These critical arrival/departure situations (when the target is in or around the car) carry the greatest likelihood of attack -- and the greatest likelihood of attacker success. Part of mitigating the risk inherent in being in transit is minimizing public exposure along the distances to and from the car and the next relatively safe space (such as a holding room).
Almost every space can be modified or improved in advance of the protectee's arrival, but the most significant influence protectors can have over a space is to change it completely, i.e., choose an entirely different setting. Aside from the outright veto of a setting, you might enter a hotel through the underground garage rather than the lobby; an open-air rally might be staged at the edge of a park rather than the center; a public appearance might occur on a stage that's in front of a level floor (say, a school gymnasium, allowing protectors the advantage of looking downward onto audience members) rather than in an amphitheater, where the stage is lower than the audience, unfavorably requiring protectors to look upward.
	Accuracy
	Method of Attack
	Access Control
	Vantage
	Concealment

Standing in any environment, ask yourself how you can influence these five factors to your advantage: How can you impede an attacker's accuracy, reduce his options, limit his access, maintain vantage, and make it difficult for him to conceal his actions?
The knife attack on the brilliant young tennis player, Monica Seles (#213), is a telling example of a failure to successfully modify space. Seles' assailant launched his attack from the stands. Though the Women's Tennis Council subsequently publicized that they enhanced security in response to the attack, to date they have not required promoters to take the two most obvious steps: Using metal detectors to screen spectators, and installing clear plastic audience barriers between the spectators and the playing area, as in hockey games.
Even though clear plastic barriers would profoundly enhance player safety and could be made a standard requirement for professional tennis matches, sports promoters defensively claimed that because tournaments occur all over the world, security precautions could not be standardized. Really? Everywhere in the world they require that each tennis ball must bounce 135 to 147 centimeters when dropped from 2.5 meters. Everywhere in the world the courts are required to be exactly 23.8 meters long and exactly 8.2 meters wide, with service courts that extend exactly 6.4 meters from the net to the service line. This sounds like standardization to us, and yet promoters resisted the most meaningful improvements.
While Seles was still recovering from the knife wound, tennis promoters set out to promote the false idea that such attacks cannot be prevented. After the attack, one tennis promoter told CNN that screening for weapons with metal detectors would never work in tennis: "When you are working in an enclosed facility where you've got walls and a ceiling and a roof, yeah, all those things are possible. But a metal detector is not going to deter anyone who is determined to go in that direction."
Aside from the major fact he ignored, namely that metal detectors have frequently deterred would-be attackers, the promoter's statement that weapons screening can't work for tennis because some facilities lack walls and ceilings makes no sense at all. Weapons screening is a component of space management that is good enough for courthouses, airports, TV studios, city halls, concerts, high schools, and even the Superbowl (no ceiling!), but somehow, this businessman claimed, it can't work for tennis. Though he called the thought of screening for weapons "ludicrous," he has throughout his career managed to screen every single spectator for something far smaller than a weapon: a tiny piece of paper, the ticket he sold them.
Sports promoters' response (or non-response) to the Seles attack is another reminder for protectors to improve every space they can; nobody else is going to do it for you.


Protector Positioning
Protectors can't always persuade protectees to take the positions that are safest-but protectors usually do have substantial influence over their own positioning. How they position themselves within a field, and how they reposition when elements change -- these are critical decisions made by each protector, perhaps hundreds of times in a day.
In our favor, we know from TAD and from the Compendium cases that when protectors are positioned close to an attacker (ideally within arm's reach), in effect starting the race at the same place as the attacker, the protector's task is actually easier than the attacker's. The attacker has to perform a precision feat using fine motor skills under the worst possible conditions. The protector, on the other hand, has to perform a fairly imprecise feat (disrupting aim), using gross motor skills.
TAD protectors know in advance that what looks like an attack is an attack, so there's no need to spend time assessing anything. Thus, it comes down to a race, mostly a physical race, between the attacker, who must draw, aim, and fire with some accuracy -- and the protector, who must interfere with the attacker just enough to disrupt aim, which destroys accuracy.


Disrupting Aim Is Easy
When we were designing the TAD exercises, there was discussion of how far the protector should carry through when colliding with the attacker. By way of comparison, in our Defense Tactics training, in which students engage people they'll be taking custody of, we require students to complete the process right down to handcuffing, every single time. We want students to develop the muscle memory and habit of carrying through each action toward the goal of gaining safe custody. So in TAD, we wondered if we should do the same thing, and we tried this for a while. What we learned is that taking custody in the traditional sense (handcuffing, etc) is absolutely irrelevant to preventing assassination, irrelevant, in effect, to protecting our clients. There are likely a hundred people present who could be part of holding the assailant after the intervention -- but there might be only one person present who is in position and has the readiness to disrupt aim, and that might be you. So we don't want you thinking about any choreography or next steps. You have just one step: Disrupt aim.
We are not saying here that there is no duty to disarm the attacker, gain control of him, handcuff him, and manage him in a way that's safe for you, him, and others present. Rather, we're saying that all that is secondary -- and we want our protectors focused first on the primary mission: Disrupting aim.
Once you have reached the shooter, and you've connected with his arm, how far do you have to move it such that aim is disrupted? Almost no distance at all. If a capable shooter is aiming accurately at a target 25 feet away, and you change the angle of the gun by just one inch, the bullet will strike more than six feet off target. Even a quarter-inch of movement can make the decisive difference.
People might assume that it's best to charge an attacker with all the momentum possible, with enough force to knock him to the ground or completely disable him. In fact, moving the attacker's arm just slightly will almost always destroy accuracy, and after accuracy is destroyed, then protectors can work on disabling/disarming, controlling, gaining custody. The first and most pressing mission is simply to disrupt aim. Knowing that this is the primary mission makes it easier to attain.
By way of analogy, we put food in our mouths, chew it, swallow it -- and it's then that the real work (digestion) begins. Digestion occurs without conscious effort on our part. One might describe the whole process as eating, however all steps rely upon the first and thus foundational step of putting the food in our mouths. In protection, fully resolving the attack situation has many important steps, but disruption of aim is the foundational step, the fundamental action on which success rests, and thus it's the main thing for protectors to consider as they select their positions.
Broken down into its elements, the mission of the protector who is acting projectively (positioned to interfere with possible attackers) looks like this:
	Disrupt aim (thus instantly meeting your primary goal)
	Disable/disarm (preventing continued danger)
	Control the attacker
	Gain custody

Ideally, these steps occur fluidly, one after the next without a clear line between them. But you will have already succeeded if you accomplish the first assignment first: Disrupt aim. So go in knowing it's a goal you can reach.
While the race between attacker and protector might be won by either side, the race between protector and bullet cannot ever be won by the protector. Accordingly, our best opportunity to favorably influence outcome occurs when we are close enough to connect with the arm, hand, gun, or body -- before the bullet exits the barrel.
Once the gun is presented and aimed, the assassin needs to move just one finger whereas a protector who is beyond arm's reach must move all his mass -- and that takes time. In some of the attacks we studied, successful intervention was accomplished by members of the public who were closer to the attacker than protectors were (Compendium cases Delanoe #374, Ford #439, Clinton #450, Chirac #575, Karzai #577, FDR #1396, for example). We point out the fact that some assassinations were made unsuccessful by untrained members of the public in order to stress again how easy it can be to disrupt aim, and how important positioning is.


Right vs. Left
TAD research answered some questions most people had never considered. For example, when you assign a protector to a position, does it make any difference whether the protector is posted on the bystanders' right-hand or left-hand side?


We've learned that it is best to position protectors on the bystanders' left side because attackers consistently perform more poorly when they are engaged by a protector who responds from their nondominant side -- and for most people, that's their left. Protectors who engage attackers on the attacker's nondominant side are more likely to prevail than those who engage on the attacker's dominant side.


All other factors being equal, merely moving the protector to the left side of bystanders significantly reduces the attacker's likelihood of success -- and thus enhances the safety of the protectee.
Since the protector positioned to the left of the attacker sees the gun an instant later (because the shooter's body is blocking his gun hand during the draw), it might seem that positioning on the left would help the shooter be more successful, not less. Also, one might assume that if standing on the left, the protector has to travel farther to reach the attacker's gun arm, thus granting the attacker more time to fire. However reasonable these assumptions, the fact remains that attackers are less likely to prevail when protectors are positioned on the left. Why?
It appears that people are less confident when engaged on their non-dominant side. Attacker nervousness might be enhanced when a protector charges from the left as opposed to the right, as knowing an adversary is on one's weaker side causes more anxiety. And why does the shooter do better when engaged from the right? Again, confidence might be part of the reason. A person engaged on his dominant side is less anxious. Also, since the right is also likely the side of the shooter's dominant eye, a clearer view and better depth perception might serve to discourage flinching when a protector advances from the right. Further, it might be relevant that attackers are more able to maintain footing when assaulted on their dominant side, the dominant side being stronger. Finally, there's the physics of moving the attacker's arm (to destroy accuracy): The right-handed attacker can better resist a push from the right than a push from the left. This is because the attacker has more muscular resistance to force that seeks to move his right arm leftward, than to force that seeks to move his weaker arm rightward.
Studies have shown police officers will resist using their weak hand and attempt to fire handguns with their dominant hand even if their dominant arm or hand has been wounded. All in all, it's clear people feel more confident dealing with challenges that come from their dominant side, and accordingly, we ought not give that advantage to attackers.


Maximize White Space
White Space is the term we use to describe the enforceable open area between protectee and the nearest members of the general public (bystanders, onlookers, audiences, attackers). White Space is ideally maintained as empty of people as possible, so that anyone entering the space (say, climbing over a cordon or barricade) is tipping his intent. The farther away an attacker is when he commits, the better for protectors -- for it means more time to respond. Though cordons and velvet ropes don't physically stop people from entering a space, they do compel anyone who enters the space to send a clear message: "I am violating the rules." Ideally, if there's enough White Space, this message can be received by protectors in plenty of time.
Applying lessons learned from past attacks, we always seek at least 25 feet of White Space. We don't always get it, but when making advance arrangements, we are committed to getting as much as we can. Every foot matters, and every foot is worth negotiating for. When protectees must walk through a gauntlet-type environment (members of the general public or media on both sides, as at a gala event, film premiere, etc.), we try to ensure that the foot-route is as wide as possible. When event coordinators are deciding where the protectee will appear (say, seats or podiums on a stage), we encourage that everything be set up as far back from the edge of the stage as practical. Similarly, we seek to have the front row of the audience as far back as practical.
If there's a barricade, we seek to get as much distance as practical between barricade and stage. Event coordinators and political advisors have many goals (maximize audience experience, encourage the feeling of proximity to the public figure, make the environment look crowded, encourage excitement, foster the illusion of intimacy, etc.). And we have our single goal: Safety.
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White space need not always be obvious to the general public. Above is an example of a public appearance in which the casual observer doesn't perceive any White Space at all -- but it's there. Event designers had the elevated stage platform (in the foreground) crowded with invited supporters, giving the appearance that the protectee is surrounded by an enthusiastic crowd of general public. In fact, he is also surrounded by protectors.
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Though we couldn't get 25 feet of White Space at this event, we were able to maintain an average distance of 10 feet between the protectee and the nearest members of the public by installing and manning a solid barricade around the stage. Closer examination of the photo reveals the four-foot deep corridor occupied by protectors only. Ten of the detail's twenty-four protectors are visible in this photo. Protectors 4, 6, and 7, and one who is blocked in this photo by protector 2, are down on the public level within the corridor. Protectors 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, and 10 are on the stage level, with protectors 8, 9, and 10 maintaining the integrity of the protectee's exit route from the stage. (Attendees at this event also passed through weapons screening.)


White Space is Unnatural
Yigal Amir, the man who killed Israeli Prime Minister Rabin (Compendium #251), had been trying to kill him for two years. Because of effective use of White Space on three previous occasions, Amir was unable to get close enough to complete his attack. On the occasion that he was able to get close enough, it was due to the complete absence of White Space. Throughout the Compendium, you'll find cases where successful attackers got as close to their targets as you are to this book.
In Rabin's case, he was shot while leaving a public appearance (as were many protectees shot while leaving events). You've likely observed that things tend to fall apart at the end of events. It is not in the natural order to have things remain in the precise way we'd ideally want them to be throughout a public appearance. The natural order is for things to press in upon things, for people to continue to move forward toward a center of attention, and for order to unravel. Over time at a public event, people are inclined to encroach upon stanchions, ropes, and barricades. Temporary or part-time security personnel hired for an event will, in the natural order of things, lose their commitment to their role as the event winds up (or more accurately, unwinds). Accordingly, the wide path of white space that might have been afforded for arrivals is rarely as well maintained hours later when your protectee is departing.
So, since order that was established at the beginning of events often disintegrates by the end, our firm applies an important precept whenever possible: Public Entry, Non-public Departure. If one must enter through the main arrival area because the event requires public entry (for media or other reasons), then it's best to depart by a non-public route. Risk is enhanced as events end, because organizers and local security personnel typically think the job is done, and any semblance of crowd control, attentiveness, and even pride in the event is lost toward the end. Hence, departures are usually less orderly than arrivals. At the same time, an attacker waiting along the exit route has been afforded time to prepare, to see the car being put in place, to judge distances, to observe protective strategies, and to select a position. He might be afforded hours to plan, to prepare himself, to gain confidence. You can, however, take away every single advantage, including access to the protectee, simply by having the protectee depart through an alternate exit. The protectee gets other benefits, such as not waiting for the vehicle, not having to press through a crowd, not having to extend the public appearance, in effect, by continued conversations and encounters with other attendees who are waiting for their cars and making their way through the disorder that characterizes the end of events. A precept worth repeating: Public Entry, Non-public Departure.


Close But Not Too Close
Since we've written so much about the value of being close to the attacker, it may seem contradictory when we add the qualification "Not too close." When members of the general public are crammed up against protectors, just as when protectors are crammed up against protectees, it's not easy to act effectively. Appropriate White Space allows the protectee and protectors to walk freely within the field of space that's maintained. This enhances dignity and looks a lot better than pushing, shoving, and barking things like "Coming through!" But there is more than dignity and appearances at stake: If protectors don't have at least a little space between themselves and those in a position to attack, they can't see anything, and they don't have room to effectively use their arms and hands.

(c) Televista/Mexico

The Compendium has some instructive cases in which protectees being moved through crowds were killed even though they were literally surrounded by protectors and aides. Perhaps the most chilling such case is the assassination of Mexican Presidential Candidate Donaldo Colosio. While moving through the kind of enthusiastic crowd that politicians adore (and protectors abhor), protectors were present all around, but the people were so close that when an arm extended and placed a handgun against Colosio's head, it wasn't effectively noticed until it was fired.


Ropelines and Barricades
Ropelines and barricades can help to compel some white space where it might not otherwise exist. Appendix 1 has a letter that can be given to protectees to help them understand their role in their own safety. We'll note a few of the guidelines here. Though ropelines and barricades improve white space, if protectees reach over the barricade into the crowd they lose many of the advantages. Accordingly, the letter to the protectee advises:
When you are moving along a ropeline or barricade doing a press-the-flesh event, the first and most important step you can take is a step backwards. The best practice is standing back two or more feet from the ropeline/barricade so that people have to reach out far toward you in order to connect, and you have to reach out just a bit toward them -- if you choose to.
When you stand back two feet from the barricade, you'll profoundly improve the experience for yourself while also helping your protectors be more effective, less intrusive, and less obvious.
The candidate in the following photos does this very well, standing back a full two feet from the barricade.
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Standing in this way, you can choose whom you touch and how you touch. The idea is that you are far enough back that they actually cannot reach you at all unless you extend an arm or hand to them.
Many candidates unwisely stand right up against the barricade -- terrible because protectors have no space into which they can respond. In those poorly done situations, the ropeline or barricade disappears entirely -- and that's when you see protectors having to shove and be intrusive.
In the better situation, the ropeline or barricade should be clearly visible to you at all times, and you decide how close to the barricade you will be, not allowing members of the public or campaign staff to decide how close to the barricade you will be. By standing back two or more feet, you always have available a step forward to avoid falling if someone tugs you and gains some leverage over you. By standing back, you reduce the leverage people have; they are leaning way forward and they have poor footing, not you.
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This positioning is good.
Never reach into the crowd; never reach over the barricade.
In contrast with the protectee who is very good at standing back from ropelines and barricades, here's an example of the commonly seen mistake that's best to avoid: Reaching over the barricade.

Photo from AP Images

Photo by Jason Reed/Reuters TK

Instead of ever reaching over a ropeline/barricade, you want the whole hand-to-hand contact to happen on your side of the barricade, where you can decide who and how you touch, to whom you extend your hands. As important, when everything happens on your side of the barricade, your protectors can see and respond.
Another important guideline is to avoid full handshakes; it's best to just take hold for a second of the tips of fingers, like the protectee does in these photos:
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This way, you can release easily and you are not giving a grip they can use to tug you toward them and get you off-balance. You'll also be able to connect with more people in the time available.
(Note: The letter in Appendix 1 has other information for protectees that is very valuable and important.)


ACE (Access, Concealment, Escape)
For close-quarter attacks to be successful, attackers want three specific advantages that can be described with the acronym ACE (Access, Concealment, and Escape).
Access
The attacker needs to be able to get close enough to launch an effective attack.
Concealment
The environment or situation must afford an assailant some concealment. This might be actual cover or concealment in the form of visual obstructions that make it difficult for protectors to see the attacker (a wall, a plant, people in a crowd). Or it might be concealing intent with behaviors that make it difficult for protectors to assess intent (wearing clothing or accessories that reduce suspicion, holding a "prop" like a radio or clipboard, displaying a credential, etc.).
Escape
Though escape is not a requirement of attack (most close-quarter attackers in the U.S. did not want, plan, or expect to get away after their attacks), escape is nonetheless an issue that many attackers consider. Environments or situations that offer escape options are attractive to a larger pool of persons who might consider attack, so making escape less likely (and making it appear less likely) is an important aspect of effective protection.
Note on escape: We can say with certainty that all bank robbers wish to escape; otherwise, what's the point? We cannot say the same thing about all assassins. Some make no escape plans, while others hope to escape. Targets who have protectors with them offer a close-quarters attacker a fairly low likelihood of escape. Conversely, there are several cases of targets who did not have protectors present whose attackers wanted to escape and did (Solanis #9, Bardo #34, Cunanan #56, Palme #117, Hani #209, Stojicic #273, Lindh #392, van Gogh #406, for example). So it is not accurate to say close-quarters attackers never have an escape plan, or never try, or never care about escape. Either way, "No escape possible" can be an intimidating thought to add to an attacker's fear of failure. Protectors who project an aura of "you won't succeed here" can cause a would-be attacker to switch targets (such as Bremer switching from Nixon to Wallace).
When someone with sinister intent is present in an environment that offers Access, Concealment, and Escape, they hold the ACE, in effect, and it can trump all other cards.
Protectors can develop a sense for assessing every environment the same way an attacker might, measuring these three factors. This can become second nature, such that when the thought of ACE comes into your head, even for an instant, you listen. ACE is not a signal of danger but rather a signal of vulnerability. When you detect that vulnerability, there are usually simple precautions that can mitigate it, most notably: Move closer to your protectee, move closer to suspects, move between the protectee and people in the area, increase White Space, etc.
Protectors too can hold the ACE:
Access
 Access to the protectee and/or to people who could launch an attack.
Cover
 Resources and proximity that afford protectors the ability to cover the protectee in the event of attack.
Escape/Evacuation
An unblocked, fast way out.
Experienced protectors frequently take the temperature of each environment, assessing who holds the ACE: Does this environment help people conceal intent? Can one of these people get to my protectee? Can I? Does this environment and this moment offer an escape option for an attacker? Does it offer easy departure for us?
If you've ever seen a protected person during a public appearance and thought, "Anyone can walk right up to him," or "The guards aren't close enough," or "They don't look alert," or "They'd have no way out in an emergency," you were assessing who held the ACE.


TOP (Tactical Observation Post)
It is still hours from when Ronnie Kempler will appear on the TV news all over Israel. He has climbed onto a rooftop and is looking for the position that will give him the most direct view when Prime Minister Rabin traverses the plaza below. Kempler can see everything from up here, including dozens of security people, but he's fairly certain they haven't seen him. He doesn't want their attention -- not yet anyway.
Peering intently through the eyepiece, Kempler tracks each step the Prime Minister takes through the crowd below. Kempler patiently keeps him in view right up until two quick, fatal shots are fired into the Prime Minister.
But Ronnie Kempler was not the assassin. He was one of thousands of ordinary citizens who came to Tel Aviv that day to see Prime Minister Rabin speak at a rally. His initial plan was to take some interesting home video of his nation's famous leader, but he ended up also taking video of his nation's most famous assassin, Yigal Amir. It turns out that Kempler recorded Amir's waiting, stalking, approaching, Moment of Commitment, and his attack.
Amir was one among a crowd of thousands that could be seen from the rooftop, so why did Kempler, an accountant, successfully identify his pre-attack behaviors which many of the professional bodyguards missed? Kempler says he had "the feeling" that something bad was about to happen. His feeling -- his intuition -- was right.
Kempler saw aspects of Amir's behavior that Amir had been able to conceal from people on the ground. That's because Kempler had a vantage point others did not. He had what amounted to a Tactical Observation Post, what our firm calls "TOP."
Compendium cases that could have benefited from TOP: JFK #4, Wallace #13, Reagan #25, Marcos #79, Pope #105, Sadat #106, Galan #145, Gandhi #177, Seles #213, Colosio #229, Rabin #251, Djindjic #383, Park Chung Hee #470, for a few examples.
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For an example, there was an excellent TOP post that could have been occupied during the Hinckley attack, directly above the crowd closest to the President (photo).
We know that attackers and would-be attackers often display observable pre-attack behaviors before their Moment of Commitment, even though they seek to conceal their intent. Though they are sensitive to being watched by security personnel around a public appearance site, they, like most people, are not sensitive to being observed from above. Accordingly, they might adjust a weapon under their clothing, or temporarily move to an area they believe is out of view, or pace back and forth, or check different exits around a hotel, looking for ways to encounter the target. The protector handling the TOP post is dedicated to observing all the people in the protectee's environment. The mission is in several ways similar to that of a counter-sniper, except that a protector on a TOP post need not be prepared to shoot at anyone, and need not even be armed. His responsibility is simply to watch for behaviors that arouse suspicion or concern, and communicate the details to protectors on the ground. It might be that the exit route is blocked by traffic, or that a crowd is forming around the corner. Or, as in the case of Amir, someone appears to be lying in wait. Whatever information the TOP protector provides can be assessed or addressed by those on the ground.
TOP protectors need radio communication, of course, and can also benefit from having binoculars, a digital video camera, and a laser rangefinder to determine distances (available for a few hundred dollars). A protector with a view from above can help those on the ground reach the Moment of Recognition sooner than they might have otherwise -- and even a second sooner can make the decisive difference to safety.


Briefing the TOP Agent
The most important message to give to a TOP agent is to "Communicate!" People at TOP posts are asked to report what they see without editing, without waiting for conclusive information, and without any concern about being wrong. Just as the people on the ground cannot see all that is seen from the Tactical Observation Post, the TOP agent cannot see from above all the pieces of the puzzle on the ground. It's the combination of the two vantage points that best serves safety.
TOP agents are ideally told: Report everything your intuition makes interesting to you, without regard to whether you see an attack panning out. If you make a report and it turns out there was no hazard (which is the expected norm), you have lost nothing and you've added a new distinction to your intuition, such that it might not sound the alarm again in a similar situation. Intuition is always learning, and though it may occasionally send a signal that turns out to be less than urgent, everything it communicates has meaning. When you get an intuitive signal, most of the work is already done -- your next job is to share what you observe or suspect with the protective team. Intuition will not waste your time; it is always in response to something, and always has your best interest at heart.
Ingmar Bergman said: "Imagine I throw a spear into the dark. That is my intuition. Then I have to send an expedition into the jungle to find the spear. That is my intellect." If assigned to a TOP responsibility, let the protective team on the ground, and not your intellect, be the expedition that is sent into the jungle to find the spear.


Visible or Covert?
TOP posts can be manned covertly or overtly, and there are advantages and disadvantages to each. A protector taking the overt approach is clearly visible to members of the general public who happen to look up, and this can bring the benefit of deterrence. In the diary he kept while stalking President Nixon, attacker Arthur Bremer wrote about observing "SS men on the roof," a sight that contributed to his conclusion that the President was too well protected to attack that day. Bremer eventually abandoned President Nixon as a target and switched to presidential candidate George Wallace, whom he found to be less protected.
Another benefit of staffing Tactical Observation Posts is that if security personnel occupy the best high-ground positions, then those positions are denied to would-be attackers. No (known) case illustrates this better than an attack on the Queen of England during a 1981 visit to New Zealand (Compendium #481). Three teenagers led by 17-year-old Christopher Lewis reportedly took a rifle to the area where they knew the Queen would be walking. The teens had chosen an ideal firing position -- so ideal, in fact, that they found two policemen had chosen the exact same place from which to observe the event. The boys were able to sneak away, and Lewis had to settle for a much less effective firing position. As the Queen entered the target area, he fired a round at her, but the round fell short. (Police and security officers walking with her heard the shot, but dismissed it as a car backfiring.)
Proponents of staffing Tactical Observation Posts covertly make the point that would-be attackers might be less likely to conceal their intent if they don't know they are being watched from above. All things considered, it is probably best to take a combined approach when resources allow, staffing both covert and overt Tactical Observation Posts. Then, when either post sees someone of concern, the overt TOP agent can withdraw from view temporarily, and the covert TOP agent can watch intently for any behavior that might result from the subject's belief that he is not being watched.
The most obvious pre-attack actions occur at the Moment of Commitment (drawing a weapon, boarding a stage, rushing a protectee) -- but by the time such actions are revealed, the fast clock has already started. Accordingly, TOP observations that are substantially pre-attack are likely to be most valuable to the mission. Some examples:
	Waiting for a long time along an assumed foot-route
	Adjustment of something under the clothing
	Indications that two seemingly independent people are communicating
	Placing an object somewhere and leaving it
	Trying to hide along the protectee's assumed foot-route
	Leaving a position and then returning to the same position (indicative of retrieving a weapon from a car or hotel room, for example)
	Doggedly returning to a position even after being told to move by protectors or event organizers
	Being turned away at one checkpoint, then moving to another in an attempt to gain entry there



North vs. South
Another aspect of space is geography, which is often relevant to safety. For example, the Compendium cases reveal that in the Southern U.S., long gun attacks have occurred more frequently than in the Northern U.S. (See Compendium cases of Evers #2, Walker #3, JFK #4, Rockwell #7, King #8, Crescente #14, Flynt #16, Wood #20, Jordan #22, and Slepian #60, for example). Accordingly, when protectees are in the South, protectors are wise to give extra attention to the kinds of environments that could benefit a long-gun attacker.
Attackers who choose long guns over handguns are generally more interested in getting away -- and they are more likely to get away. The long gun makes escape more likely in two ways: First, the attack can be mounted from a greater distance. Second, unlike with handgun attacks in which the danger subsides once the shooter is under control, with rifle attacks, people in the target area cannot easily assess whether the danger has passed; accordingly, people remain in place longer -- and this fact benefits an attacker who intends to escape.
Any location or situation that increases the possibility of escape makes attacks attractive to a wider group of people. An attacker who can escape does not make as great a sacrifice as one who will surely be caught. Another geographic component worth noting is that most attackers in the Southern U.S. acted out of ideological motivation as opposed to the desire for fame. Ideological attackers are less likely to want to be caught, and are more likely to use long guns.

One case study that validates many of the concepts discussed in this chapter (notably ACE, TOP, and the North/South issue) thankfully does not include an attack, even though the situation and the space offered many advantages to an attacker. A series of public appearances took place daily over several weeks in a Southern U.S. city. Our protectee was at the center of a major national controversy that profoundly affected many people in the region.
Each day, media and onlookers gathered outside a public building the protectee had to enter. The regular public entrance placed our client in a canyon of highrise buildings and other ideal snipers' nests. All but one of those buildings afforded easy access to the rooftop through unlocked doors.
Further, the public entrance was in clear view of one of the worst types of structures for our work: a multi-level, open-sided parking facility. Anyone could drive a van or car onto any of the five levels, park wherever he found the best view of the protectee arriving and departing, base out of a vehicle, and benefit from a concrete half-wall that afforded concealment. A sniper could wait in his car or van for the ideal moment, fire a rifle (perhaps without even getting out of the vehicle), and then drive away through any of several exits on the far side of the structure, getting a significant head start in his escape. And because these appearances were in the South, the likelihood of rifle attack was elevated.
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The other entry possibility for our client was slightly less exposed, but had its own serious problem, almost a cliche for public figures appearing in the South: An abandoned motel frequented by vagabonds. Like the parking structure, the motel had five levels of open balcony walkways. A sniper could hide in any of the easy-to-access rooms, most of them with torn, but still-concealing curtains.

Photo by Gavin de Becker & Associates

Photo by Gavin de Becker & Associates

We started our evaluation with ACE. The environment and situation did afford an attacker with Access to our protectee (in this instance, visual access), Concealment for a sniper, and Escape opportunities. Standing where the protectee will stand, one can take measure of ACE both by assessing the obvious features of the surroundings, and also by getting an intuitive feel for the environment and situation. In this case, two of the authors stood there and knew by every measure that the vulnerability to attack was substantial.
Managing high-ground hazards that cannot be easily eliminated calls for two essential steps:
	Minimize the protectee's duration of exposure to the hazards, and
	Maximize the distance between possible snipers' nests and the protectee.

In other words, do not remain in the area of exposure any longer than absolutely necessary, and be as far as possible from high-ground positions that would favor an attacker.

	The risks of high-ground exposure cannot be addressed effectively from the ground.


Adding more protectors around the protectee does not counter the tremendous advantage an attacker gains by a high-ground position, as the following photo makes clear. All around the protectee you see protectors and police officers, and many more protectors are along the route from the building to the car. The protectee is totally surrounded by protectors, and yet from the photographer's high-ground position, a sniper would have a clear shot.
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In a canyon of high-rise buildings, it isn't practical to place protectors at all staging points which a sniper might occupy, so effective Tactical Observation Posts (TOPs) become critical. When a protectee is exposed to one or more high-rise buildings with many windows, observers can be placed in vantage positions opposite the buildings to observe those windows and to communicate anything relevant to the members of the security team on the ground with the protectee.
In this case, given that there were so many rooftops and other vantage points for attackers, we deployed twenty-one people to the TOP responsibility. This included one person on each level of the open parking structure. Fifteen of them were overt (visible). While deploying so many people would be impractical in most situations, remember that such posts needn't be staffed for any longer than the period of exposure. In our case, that meant the brief walk between the car and the entry point, during two brief periods a day (arrival and departure). Also, these posts need not all be staffed with skilled protection professionals. For this assignment, we used administrative staff members, local police officers, and even two trainees.
In addition to the benefits of observation we gained, each TOP position we occupied denied that position to an attacker.
At the abandoned motel, city police conducted daily sweeps of the building in the hour prior to each of our client's appearances. However, nothing short of full access control could have reliably ensured that the building remained free of attackers -- and police did not have the resources to make any guarantees.
Given the various inherent challenges of having to enter the same building day after day, and given that the environment afforded so few advantages to us and so many to potential attackers, we took every practical step we could: We used a security-enhanced vehicle, unpredictably alternated between the two possible entrances to the building, deployed many protectors immediately around the protectee -- and above all, literally above all, placed many protectors in TOP positions.
In the following series of photos, even though walking along a closed and secured street, surrounded by protectors and police, it's blatantly obvious that the TOP location occupied by our protector (who took these photos) would otherwise have afforded a superb vantage point for an attacker.
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Assigning Resources at Book Signing Events
In Chapter 2, we explored whether projective roles (protectors positioned at the attacker) are more important than protective roles (protectors positioned at the protectee). When moving through crowds without much control over the environment, any protector might be called to act protectively or projectively, depending upon where an attack commences. But many public appearances involve crowds or onlookers in controlled and predetermined places, with the protectee in a predetermined location. In such instances, protectors have the opportunity to decide how to distribute resources ahead of time.
One common type of public appearance, the book signing, gives us the chance to show the practical application of the concepts in this chapter. Booksignings offer attackers the two primary benefits of ACE, in that every attendee is afforded direct access to the protectee, and every attendee is also afforded some concealment as a member of the crowd. At the book signing, the protectee will be stationary and seated behind a table, while members of the public are ushered along the front of a table. Were an attack to occur at a book signing, protectors behind and adjacent to the protectee are most likely to act protectively (blocking, or moving the protectee down, to the side, away) -- while protectors interacting with and closest to the attendees are most likely to act projectively (disruption of aim, interference, disarming). So here we have a decision of resource allocation: Do we assign more people to protective or projective roles?
In this situation, people in projective positions are more likely to prevent or foil an attack than those in protective positions. In fact, that's the case for most public appearances, except for those few times that a protectee can be surrounded so much that he becomes barely visible, instances that are rare because, by definition, a public appearance is about being seen by the public.
In terms of advantages offered to attackers, book signings are the most high-risk appearances of any meet-and-greet event:
	Every single person who attends a book signing has the realistic expectation of a close, face-to-face encounter with the protectee.
	The encounter will be relatively long in duration, having to accommodate the presentation and signing of the book, some exchange of words, and often a handshake or even photo.
	The protectee will usually be seated, and thus lower than an attacker and more difficult to move than a standing protectee. Note: with seated protectees, we utilize a chair with wheels, so protectors can roll the chair (and thus the protectee) back or to the side quickly and with ease.
	Book signings are announced well in advance of the event date, and they occur at public sites which can be extensively surveilled ahead of time.
	Finally, a would-be assailant can observe fairly accurate replications of the next public appearance by attending other book signings during the protectee's book tour.
	He can observe the actual protectors, and become familiar with their demeanor and strategies.

Even with all these attacker advantages, capable protectors are likely to defeat an attacker in this setting if they exploit the degree of control available to them at such events. This means designing wise crowd management strategies, and above all, taking time away from an attacker by ensuring direct, arm's reach access to every attendee. It's also useful to have a visual block that prevents those waiting in line from seeing the protectee and protectors until each attendee is just about to enter the protected area. This removes the advantage an attacker could gain by observing the protectee for a long period, and also reduces the likelihood of an attack being launched while the attacker is somewhere in the line.
With most types of events, effective advance arrangements seek to design in and ensure distance between the protectee and members of the public, but at the book-signing event, each person (attacker included) can get very close to the protectee. That's the whole idea of the event. So we are left with this: If members of the public are already at the protectee, then members of the protective team must be at those members of the public already, in the truest sense of the word: all ready.

	"A rock pile ceases to be a rock pile the moment a single man contemplates it, bearing within him the image of a cathedral."

 Antoine De Saint-Exupery 



Note: These postings are examples of what we'd suggest. Obviously, if you have greater resources and more Security Staff Agents available, deploy them.
 A non-public arrival/departure area large enough for two vehicles to remain throughout the visit. (We want the option of keeping the vehicles there, even though sometimes we choose to move the vehicles after the arrival, so as to not telegraph the departure location). This area can be a loading dock, underground garage, back or side entry, etc. Throughout the detail, access to the cars will likely be needed often.
 The route from and back to the vehicles can be through service hallways and elevators, loading areas, fire stairs, or other non-public areas.
 The route to and from the public appearance or holding room can be through service corridors, fire stairs, etc. It might also traverse public areas on floors other than the one where the public appearance is taking place.
 The holding room can be an office, dressing area, storage room, etc., where the party can gather prior to the public appearance. It is also a place to retreat to in the event of a safety concern that doesn't rise to the level of a complete or immediate evacuation from the location. It should be an entirely non-public area, and should have (at least) bottled water, a mirror, and where possible, a telephone.
 The appearance site should accommodate members of the general public on the front, but not behind the table at any time during the event. The protectee's entry and exit should come from behind the table, and the route from the table back to the holding room and vehicles should be maintained as non-public throughout the event.
 A solid barrier from wall to wall maintaining the space behind the table as non-public. A row of tables is a good solution.
 Store employees preparing books (e.g., opening books to the signature page, etc.)
 A wall or other obstruction, usually something temporary we add. This serves as a visual block to prevent those waiting in line from seeing the protectee and the setup until each attendee is just about to enter the protected area. Options we use for this purpose include large cardboard posters, a curtain hung on temporary posts, bookshelves temporarily relocated from other parts of the store, etc.
 The protectee signing books. The table should have a full skirt down to the floor on the front. The protectee's chair should be on wheels. Available on or beneath the tabletop should be bottled water, pens, antiseptic hand-wash gel, and hand-wipes.
 Hands-On Security Staff Agent: The role of this Security Staff Agent is to usher people from the line up to the table. He has a hands-on connection with each person as each is moved past him, and handed off to S2. He coordinates with S2 to determine when people are admitted to the secure area and how many are admitted at a time.
 This Security Staff Agent has the key role at a book signing. As each person in interacting with the protectee, S2 can actually have hands on the person, and then usher the person along as the encounter ends. In the event of any inappropriate action by the attendee, S2 already has hands on the person, and can intervene. The justification for already having hands on the person is that S2 is politely ushering the person along, guiding the person toward the exit-but it's the real benefit we're after: Already being in physical contact with each person so as to minimize the time it would take to intervene effectively. S2 then passes each attendee to S3.
 This Security Staff Agent becomes responsible for each attendee when each is handed off from S2. S3 then guides the person toward the exit and ensures that each person departs the area.
 This Security Staff Agent is responsible to observe the entire encounter with each attendee and intervene when appropriate. S4 is responsible to evacuate the protectee if needed.
 This Security Staff Agent is responsible to remain with the cars, maintaining certainty of an uninterrupted exit route throughout the event. S5 is usually the driver of the protectee's car, and often posted right in the driver's seat, ready to depart at any time.







"I didn't want to attract too much attention standing near the barricade for so long waiting for Nixon... I wanted to shock the shit out of the SS men with my calmness."
Arthur Bremer, An Assassin's Diary






	See
	Chapter 5



Essential Lesson of this Chapter:
In every environment, identify and assess the best suspects. They are always there.

During the early 90's, tennis star Monica Seles was deeply enmeshed in the continent's greatest conflict, the Serbs versus the Croats, and her public appearances often brought political demonstrations. Everybody knew that it made sense for her to have security at her public appearances in Europe, so when she played at the Citizen Tournament in Germany, two men were assigned to protect her.
Nevertheless, soon after arriving on the court, one of history's most brilliant athletes lay on her back, bleeding from a serious injury. She had fallen victim to a knife attack, the most preventable of all assassination methods. Why did the protectors fail and assailant Gunter Parche succeed?
One of the two bodyguards, Manfred, answers my question in the first sentence of his statement to the police: "I am a telecommunications worker. I have a side job for the private guard firm at the tennis grounds."
The second bodyguard's name is Henry, and his police statement, too, begins with the wrong words: "My main job is as a loader at Hamburg harbor. I have a side job where I am in charge of security at the tennis grounds. At this tournament, my job was specifically to accompany and look after Monica Seles."
Sadly, look "after" is precisely what they did.
Seles had the expectation that the bodyguards assigned to her would be, in fact, bodyguards, professionals with some relevant training and experience. She could expect that they would have at least discussed the possibility of a safety hazard, maybe even discussed what they would do should one present itself.
But none of that happened, and the promoters didn't tell her that the people they had assigned to guard her life were unqualified part-timers. She had to learn that when Gunter Parche plunged the knife into her back and then raised his arm to do it again.
This is not a book about the lack of professionalism one can find among people claiming to be protectors -- that book would be much longer. For our purposes here, the Seles attack is an example of the most significant type of protector failure: Those cases in which protectors saw, identified, and were suspicious of the very person who launched the attack -- and yet did nothing effective to prevent the attack.
Even without any relevant training, both Manfred and Henry had taken special notice of assailant Gunter Parche prior to the stabbing. Henry pegged the attacker quite accurately:
"Call it a sixth sense or whatever, I cannot explain it, but I noticed the man. Something told me that something was not quite right with this man. He was swaying instead of walking. I cannot explain it in more detail. I just had an uneasy feeling when I saw the man. As I said, I cannot explain it in more detail."
Though he clearly had a valid intuition about the assailant, his main message appears to be that he "cannot explain it."
Rather than tell anyone about his concerns, Henry decided instead to put down the coffee cup he was holding (!) even though on a protective detail for the world's most controversial athlete, and stroll toward the suspicious man to do he didn't know what. Of course, he had taken only a few steps by the time the attack had started and finished.
It is perhaps not fair to criticize Henry and Manfred, for they know not what they do. Rather, we'll let their inaction remind us that recognizing the best suspect in your environment is useful only if you eliminate the distance between you and that suspect -- right now.
But who is a suspect? Someone whom you feel merits your attention, period. He or she needn't have shifty eyes, or reveal a gun, or look like an assassin (whatever look that might be). A suspect need only be a person who merits your attention. And the best suspect among the people present is the one who most merits your attention.
You might choose that person on the basis of his behavior, actions, appearance, location, or on the basis of your intuition (which is usually the product of many valid perceptions). There may be no definable basis whatsoever -- but there is someone in every environment who, among the people present, is the best current candidate for your suspicion and attention.
For some reason, suspicion has gotten a bad name; people even feel guilty about feeling it. But when we feel suspicious, it's not something unkind we're doing to someone, and it's not something we choose -- suspicion is something that chooses us. People don't feel guilty when curiosity arises, and suspicion is merely curiosity with an added intuitive instruction: "Keep watching." In fact, the Latin root of the word suspicion -- suspicere -- means simply "to watch."
As protectors, though watching is a fine first step, it's the actual step you take in someone's direction that's important. President Kennedy once offered his opinion that assassination couldn't be prevented because "all anyone has to do is be willing to trade his life for the President's." While this comment has been much quoted, it is entirely wrong. First, few assassins have had to trade their lives for their target's life, and more importantly, assassination is prevented far more often than it succeeds. Many of the prevented attacks were stopped by the attacker being persuaded that he would not succeed if he attacked right Now. That persuasion is deterrence.
If you've taken the best possible position relative to a suspect, and he then chooses to act violently toward your protectee, it's like the doorbell ringing at the precise time you're expecting a guest to arrive: You're not surprised, you're ready for it. Conversely, when the friend you haven't seen since college shows up unexpected, your Moment of Recognition is delayed.
Why, after all, do TAD protectors prevail so often? Because they have a pre-established suspect and can do away with the time otherwise required to reach the Moment of Recognition. One might say the TAD exercise is unrealistic because the protector is able to focus on a specific suspect. In fact, however, protectors are often fortunate enough to identify people who concern them, specific suspects -- and then observe those people. Even if you create your suspects with little basis, they will help you stay connected to your mission. The truth that Suspects Exist Everywhere is easily remembered by its oh-so-relevant acronym: SEE.
There is value in giving every person present the knowing eye because the currency of your attention communicates a discouraging message: "I know what you're up to." When you attentively observe a suspect who has sinister intent, your attention burns like fire in his mind: He doesn't know what you know or how you know it, but he imagines he's been found out, imagines that something has revealed him, that he has lost the element of surprise, that he has failed before he's even begun.
Even a would-be attacker who has no intention of attacking today, whose only current intention is surveillance and fact-finding -- even he carries away a discouraging conclusion: "The security team is sharp." And the overly excited person who is there only to shake hands with his admired hero? He too receives the message of your knowing look, and behaves with more compliance than he might have otherwise.
Deterrence is valuable because it influences the mindset of a would-be attacker, and SEE is valuable because it influences the mental readiness of the protector: Knowing there are good suspects right here right now can transform a merely competent protector into someone who always displays currency.
We've seen that if you identify a suspect and you position your body and attention accordingly, your task is easier than the attacker's task. He has to perform a precision feat using fine motor skills under the worst possible conditions. You have to perform a fairly imprecise feat, using gross motor skills, and you will do so having already removed the most effective advantages an attacker can have: surprise and concealment. In this sense, concealment doesn't mean an actual obstacle that blocks your view -- concealment means the lack of suspicion that blocks an accurate view of an attacker.
Most successful attackers were able to evade suspicion, thus retaining surprise and concealment. Your suspicion can pull off that concealment; once you SEE a person, you won't be surprised if he acts in precisely the way you anticipated he might. And once he knows you SEE him, a good part of his mental energy will be devoted to worry and uncertainty about being interfered with.
Now, is it actually true that Suspects Exist Everywhere? It's true because we create them. We create them out of the raw material provided by the situation, out of their behavior, their appearance, out of choices they make as we observe them. At another time and place, this same person might not appear suspicious to us. And if absolutely nobody in view meets the threshold for our suspicion, then we must lower the threshold and try again. The goal is not to find excellent suspects -- but rather to find the best suspects among the people present.
If you create a suspect and watch him, you are energetically communicating "I see you," and if you position yourself so that he is within arm's reach, then he's not likely to commit an attack. You both know he cannot succeed. In the event that he attacks, you've moved your Moment of Recognition to the earliest possible instant -- and you have also done something far more powerful: You have influenced his Moment of Commitment, delayed it, likely forever.
You might be concerned that while focusing on a suspect who turns out not to be an attacker, you'll miss someone nearby who actually is an attacker. We now know, however, that if the attack comes from four people away, at least you are there in the moment, in the Now with the attacker. In other words, it's better to be off by four people, than to be off by four hours or four days, lost in thought. It's better to be near the wrong person and present (pre-sent), than to be directly next to the right person, yet a hundred miles away in thought.
The fast response of Secret Service agent Dennis McCarthy during Hinckley's attack on President Reagan illustrates the value of SEE: Before the President arrived at the hotel that day, McCarthy had been called over to observe a man named Mickey Crowe who had shown up at many of Reagan's public appearances. McCarthy and another agent were suspicious of Crowe and took positions close to him so as to have advantage in the event he moved toward the President. McCarthy later reported: "We had no idea that the real problem, Hinckley, was standing only a few feet from Crowe at this time." The suspicion about Crowe helped focus McCarthy's mind, and helped him be present on the sidewalk that day. "As the shots rang out," McCarthy reported, "my reaction was more instinctive than conscious."
McCarthy later theorized that his interest in Crowe might have had another benefit, discouraging Hinckley from shooting at Reagan as the President first arrived at the hotel: "Hinckley must have recognized us as Secret Service agents, and we were very close to him."
Just as lay people might assume, protectors are responsible for observing people around their protectee. But observing is the secondary responsibility; the primary responsibility is to be in position to respond in the event of an attack. Observation occurs along the route, but effective response is the destination.
Imagine being responsible for responding to any of, say, fifty people along what's about to be your protectee's foot-route. From this pool of candidates, rank the ones most likely to be attackers. Look at each one attentively and knowingly, without any concern that they'll feel self-conscious -- and in fact, with the specific wish that they feel self-conscious. Then choose the highest-ranking candidate and observe that person with the anticipation that he might make an alarming move. Get into position to respond in the event your best suspect acts. Statistically, it's highly unlikely that any of the people you ever select will be attackers, but your SEE-ing them will nonetheless have value, deterring unwanted behaviors other than attack.
Also, the fact that a person you identify turns out not to be an attacker doesn't make your selection wrong. As we discussed in Chapter 3, you are not giving your mind an assignment it will quickly tire of (Look for Assassins), but rather an assignment that offers a frequent mental payoff: Identify suspects. The assignment is to see and register behaviors that are Pre-Incident INdicators (PINs) and to consider them valid and worthy of your attention without regard to whether or not they eventually escalate to attack. Here are just a few behavioral PINs, as examples:
	Hands out of view
	Positioning so as to intersect with the protectee
	Rigidly maintaining the same position
	Breathing erratically or holding the breath



AMMO
In our firm's academy, we teach protectors about subtle behaviors we've seen people display before they tried to jump up on a stage or make some other inappropriate approach to a protectee. In this training we call AMMO (for Audience Management, Monitoring, and Observation), we describe a number of stereotypical pre-incident behaviors:
The Inspector displays a high level of interest in protectors, security personnel, and security procedures. When looked at directly, he quickly looks away. The Inspector behaves differently than most bystanders, who tend to be more interested in the show or event, and uninterested in security personnel and procedures.
The Organizer constantly reaches into a bag, purse, or briefcase, seemingly rearranging items, or looking for something. An obvious concern is that this person will pull out a weapon, but it might also be a letter or package he wants to hand to your protectee. Whatever his purpose, his continued interest in the items he is carrying is the call for your attention.
The Sweater appears hot, uncomfortable, and nervous. He might literally be sweating, as if under pressure or stress. The Sweater might show other signs of agitation and anxiety, constantly moving in his seat, shifting his weight from one foot to the other, unable to remain still. Basically, the person is uncomfortable in a situation in which most people appear happy.
The Fashion Plate wears unusual clothes. Or he might wear clothes in an unusual manner, or wear clothes inappropriate to the weather or situation. The classic Fashion Plate is the person wearing an oversized heavy coat on a warm day.
The attack on Philippine First Lady Imelda Marcos (Compendium Case #79) gives a good example of The Fashion Plate. The attacker stood in line with several award recipients who were about to walk across the stage. He wore black clothing while all the other award recipients wore white. When it was his turn to receive an award, he drew a large machete knife from the sleeve of his black coat and began swinging it wildly at Mrs. Marcos. (She received knife wounds requiring 70 stitches.) Many protectors were present. Had just one of them applied Suspects Exist Everywhere (in other words, been able to truly SEE), this attacker would have emerged as an obvious candidate. Had any protector taken one step toward the attacker and assumed a position of advantage prior to the attack, it could have been foiled, or even prevented outright through deterrence.
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The attacker had intended his outfit to convey that he was a priest. Some of the protectors assumed precisely that, and followed the perhaps predictable inclination to be less concerned about a priest. Applying SEE, however, this individual would get more attention, not less -- in spite of, and even because of the fact that he was wearing a uniform.
Attacker Arthur Bremer, who shot and paralyzed presidential candidate Governor George Wallace (Compendium Case #13), was also a Fashion Plate. By wearing many Wallace-for-President buttons, he hoped to be taken as an avid supporter, a ploy that likely worked on some of the people present.
Presidential assassin Leon Czolgosz (Compendium Case #1394) was another Fashion Plate, wearing a handkerchief wrapped around his hand and wrist. It was concealing a handgun.
The Traveler (also Known as Musical Chairs) moves all over the place at a public appearance, gradually repositioning closer to the protectee. At a venue with seating, this person switches seats often, getting closer to the stage with each move. The Traveler might also seek to test the limits of audience management or crowd control procedures. Most attendees accept the seat or position assigned to them. The Traveler persistently seeks a position that would provide advantage for an attacker.
The Grouch, unlike most people out to catch a glimpse of a public figure, is aloof, seemingly uninterested, bored, or unhappy, and that's the call for attention. The Grouch can also be identified by the behavior of the people around him: It might not be clear why, but you'll see that the people nearby don't like him. Their body language, expressions, glances, exchange of comments with friends all reveal that they do not like this man -- and that is your PIN.
The Joiner attempts to enter restricted areas by trying to make it appear he is with groups or people who are authorized. This person has arrived alone, but pretends to belong with others in order to get closer to the protectee. If passing through an access point, the Joiner is usually the last person in the group; he might gesture or otherwise imply that he is a member of the group without those people observing him do so. In a sense, attackers who pretend to be fans, or who join a receiving line apply a version of this strategy -- but the Joiner is more overt and brazen: He wants protectors to think he is authorized to be going where he tries to go.
Yigal Amir, assassin of Israeli Prime Minister Rabin (Compendium Case #251) provides an example of the Joiner. At some points, there were people around who assumed he was a member of the Prime Minister's entourage.
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Amir, and the muzzle flash from his gun (Frame 4).
A variation on this theme occurred during the 1996 attack on Liberian President Charles Taylor (Compendium case #535). By appearing to be part of the President's motorcade, the attackers drove into the grounds of the Executive Mansion.
The Bluffer is a close cousin of the Joiner. Frequently seen attempting to breach security at events, the Bluffer enters with no credential other than a lot of bravado and bluster. The archetypal Bluffer is male, dressed in a navy blue suit (usually ill-fitting), with an American flag pin stuck in his left lapel. He approaches screeners looking either at his watch or at some fixed point on the other side of the checkpoint, never making eye contact with protectors. When asked for credentials, he keeps up the act, going through his papers and pockets, remarking that he had it just a minute ago. He might say he must have misplaced the credentials in his rush to get to the event, or might assure the protector that once he's allowed inside, he'll make sure someone at the appropriate level will come and let the protector know he had authorization to enter. Said one Secret Service Agent who had encountered Bluffers throughout his career, "I can think of no reason this approach is attempted so frequently -- other than its high success rate."
The Secret Team is the opposite of the Joiner, involving two or more people who are working together, but pretend not to be. A Secret Team might try to conceal communications among its members by using hand signals, two-way radios, cellular phones, text-messaging devices, etc. Secret Team members might be observed making an exchange -- i.e., a man walks up to another, passes something, then moves on without speaking. Another example: You saw them interacting outside the venue or saw them arrive together, but they are now acting as if unconnected.
Though any of the behaviors described above can qualify someone as your suspect, remember that no reason is needed. Intuition without anything further is more than enough, because intuition can see things reason cannot see. Intuition can sometimes see the story behind the person.


Assassins Are Like Daredevils
Media-age assassins are not unlike another uniquely American icon: The daredevil. As with a daredevil, all of an assassin's worth and accomplishment derives from one act, one moment. This is also true for most heroes, but unlike heroes, assassins and daredevils are not people who rise courageously to meet an emergency. Rather, the assassin and the daredevil create their own emergencies.
The daredevil who jumps a canyon on a motorcycle, for example, fantasizes about the glory of accomplishing his stunt, the fame that waits for him on the other side of the canyon. The man standing in front of you may feel he's forever a nobody unless he makes the jump, unless the wheels leave the ground, unless he commits to this attack. Everything that goes with fame is waiting for him on the other side of the canyon, but only if he jumps.
Intuition might tell you if the man standing in front of you right now is going through the inner dialogue it takes to reach his Moment of Commitment. He might have hesitated in the past, and hated himself for it, like Arthur Bremer (Compendium #13):
"I want a big shot and not a little fat noise. I am tired of writing about it, about what I was going to do, about what I failed to do, about what I failed to do again and again. It bothers me that there are about 30 guys in prison now who threatened the Pres and we never heard a thing about them."
Attackers, you see, do not fear they are going to jail -- they fear they are going to fail. If the man standing in front of you is an attacker, he probably feels in many ways like Bremer did.
Look into his eyes with your intuition, not just your mechanical vision. Does it seem to you he is standing on the edge of the canyon? Has he studied other assassins, researched his target, gotten the gun, written the letters to be found after the attack, and planned for this precise moment? Is he debating whether or not to act? While stalking Richard Nixon, Bremer wrote that he needed just "the little opening, and a second of time." Intuition can help you know if right now is that "second of time" for the man standing in front of you. If you don't see (or intuit) any of these things when you look at someone, then look at someone else; find another suspect.
Murderer Jack Henry Abbott describes the "involuntary pride and exhilaration all convicts feel when they are chained up hand and foot like dangerous animals. The world has focused on us for a moment. We are somebody capable of threatening the world."
Does intuition tell you that the man standing in front of you is somebody capable of threatening the world? If you don't feel it's so, then look at someone else; find another suspect.


The Trap of Familiarity
When you find the best suspect, how long ought you remain focused on him? Answer: As long as he is the bridge that carries your attention from one moment to the next. Even when a suspect's behavior merits continued attention, however, there's a trap that can cause you to lose interest in him.
Imagine you're a protector responsible for a specific response zone. As you become familiar with the people in your zone, those you've identified as suspects also become familiar with you. Favorably, your focus on anyone present is an expression of readiness to everyone present. As time passes, however, a protector might come to trust the people in his response zone, merely because they have not yet acted. But non-action is an illusion protectors cannot depend upon, because every single attacker in world history, up to some point, displayed non-action.
You know the expression "familiarity breeds contempt" -- think here of "familiarity breeds exempt," a syndrome in which protectors become so familiar with those in their response zones that they exempt them from suspicion.
There's a useful analogy to be seen with flight attendants on passenger jets in our post-911 era: The doors have just been closed, and flight attendants are attentively on guard for any behaviors that might indicate a problem (people approaching the cockpit door, people seeming to watch the crew too closely, etc.). They remain suspicious of the passengers after takeoff, and might even have chosen a few pet suspects to watch. But observe these same flight attendants two hours later: All suspicion seems to have been lifted -- merely because they got familiar with the passengers. Nobody has tried to break into the cockpit, so everyone is accepted without suspicion -- and with every passing mile, attentiveness lessens. Both in the air and at a public appearance, risk might actually elevate as time goes on -- because the window of opportunity for attack is closing, and because guard is continually lowered.
Just as the passage of time can lead flight attendants to see every person as merely a passenger (forgetting that hijackers are also passengers), so can the passage of time lead protectors to see every person as merely a bystander (forgetting that assassins are also bystanders).
Unlike many protectors we've observed who become more lax as a public appearance nears its end, in our firm, we actually ramp up as uneventful minutes and hours pass, knowing that the likelihood of attack is probably increasing.
Also, there is a key aspect of protective security that most laypeople don't understand: Effective security precautions (and effective protectors) have value well beyond the day of an event. We know that would-be assassins attend public appearances well before their attack day specifically to assess accessibility and vulnerability -- essentially assessing protector performance. When we do our best work, we might be deterring and preventing an attempt by convincing the attacker that he will not succeed. When something about a particular suspect acts as the bridge that carries and retains a protector's attention from one moment to the next, and the next -- the person is worthy of continued attention, and neither familiarity nor the passage of time are reason to let effectiveness deteriorate.
We've explored several criteria for selecting suspects, as well as behaviors that would cause a suspect to self-select (e.g., insists on gaining and retaining a front position, watches security people, attends the public appearance alone, wears bulky clothing, keeps hands in pockets, has been seen at several other events, averts his eyes when looked at, or holds a stare too long). A particularly suspicious candidate might display many such behaviors; a candidate who earns less suspicion might have only one. Remember, however, that you need not build a case -- it's enough merely to have a feeling.
A suspect for a protector is not the same as a suspect for a police officer, and in fact, that is one of many reasons police officers don't always make great protectors: They tend to want to gain more information, to build a case before acting. Protectors don't necessarily benefit from more information, and they almost never benefit from waiting for something more to emerge.
Assassination isn't the only form of terrorism for which waiting is a poor countermeasure. Imagine this: Three men who've just rented an apartment are frequently seen looking through binoculars at the nearby federal building. It could be nothing, but a neighbor feels suspicious. This is the point at which many observers are reluctant to call the police until they see more evidence in support of their suspicion. But sometimes all you get is a line of dialogue, not the whole play. With assassination, like other acts of terrorism, the elements of planning and logistics happen out of view of each other. You might see just one element -- and that has to be enough.

	Important Note: At homes and other protected sites, the concepts of SEE are applied through counter-surveillance. Since all attacks require staging from somewhere, seeing the roads, sidewalks, and areas around protected sites profoundly increases early detection. When made aware of the enormous value to safety, decision-makers are likely to find video and audio monitoring practical and inexpensive. (See Compendium cases #2, 3, 4, 20, 29, 31, 56, 62, 86, 122, 477, 493, 494, 497, 499, 504, 505, 509, 510, 513, 519, 530, 624, 625, 636, 655, 689, etc.) 



The Ending Is Embedded in the Beginning
Though it's the Moment of Commitment we want to be ready for, the concept of Suspects Exist Everywhere challenges us to identify an attacker earlier than the Moment of Commitment -- to perceive in advance what might be about to happen. This requires protectors to do some short-term prediction.
If one were predicting whether a governor might be the object of an assassination attempt at a speech, pre-incident indicators (PINs) could include the assassin's jumping on stage with a gun -- but that's too recent a PIN to be very useful (as it provides little time for intervention). The birth of the assassin is also a PIN, but it's too far back in time to be valuable. Even though both of these events are critical intersections on the map of this particular prediction, one hopes to be somewhere between the two, between the earliest possible detectable factor and those that occur an instant before the act.
The most advanced concept of prediction has to do with just when it is that a thing starts to happen. The prediction of earthquakes provides an extreme example: There are, contrary to popular belief, reliable PINs for earthquakes. The problem is that they might be ten thousand years long, and for this reason, earthquakes remain largely unpredictable, at least in human terms. In geological terms, however, it's fair to say that the next earthquake in California has already started. The earth's actual movement is not the issue, because the ground you are on right now is moving. The suddenness is the issue.
In predicting violence, seeing any pre-incident indicator begs the question of whether we need to wait until something becomes obvious. Does an assassination attempt begin when the gun is fired at the victim, or when it is drawn, or when it is carried into the arena, or when it is loaded, or when it is purchased, or when assassination is first contemplated? Prediction moves from a science to an art when you realize that pre-incident indicators are actually part of the incident. Every attack that is going to be launched has already begun. The ending is embedded in the beginning. The ending of this book is also embedded in the beginning, and that carries us back to where we started, to the attack that brings together all the essential lessons we've shared.
When Hinckley began shooting, Presidential Aide Michael Deaver was the first person to show any detectable reaction: He ducked. Soon after, several police officers ducked, some all the way to the ground. So did the Military Warrants Officer who carries the nuclear launch codes for the President. Even though they were on a protective assignment, the fact that some police officers went all the way to the ground at the sound of gunfire is not surprising. After all, they're trained to take cover when under fire, and that's what they did. It is, however, impressive that none of the Secret Service agents visible during the attack lowered to the ground or took cover in traditional ways -- and Jerry Parr remained consistently upright until he had to bend to get into the car.
At the sound of gunfire, Secret Service Agents Ray Shaddick and Tim McCarthy both reduced their height. Shaddick, who is taller than Reagan, ended up slightly lower than the President during the attack. Still, remaining upright in the line of fire is impressive because our muscles nearly automatically pull us downward in response to gunfire (or any loud, unexpected noise). Due to the training and frame of mind of Secret Service agents, however, that natural impulse was arrested within just a fraction of a second -- a few agents moved downward a bit, but almost immediately, they stopped moving downward. In many non-agents present during the attack, the impulse was not arrested, and all the way down they went -- right to the ground. No Secret Service agents did anything like that.
Similarly, during the attack on Presidential candidate George Wallace, a Secret Service agent slightly recoiled at the sound and feel of gunfire, understandable since it occurred directly next to him. But this agent, resisting every natural impulse of the body, instantly redirected his energies toward the danger, reaching and swatting toward the gun as it was still firing. Secret Service agents have done this again and again, in ways that are physiologically remarkable given the strong instinct of any organism to recoil from danger.
The various reactions of police officers, staffers, and others present at the attack scenes is understandable given their various mindsets, but what is surprising is that even during gunfire, photographers commonly stay on their feet and, more impressively, stay on mission. That's why we have so many images of the Reagan shooting and of other dangerous incidents. During the Hinckley attack, before the door to the limousine was even closed, White House photographer Michael Evans was already snapping photos, and he continued to do so while standing in the line of fire, literally -- Shot #6 sailed right over him.

Photos from NBC News Archives
Police officer ducks and then goes fetal position at the sound of gunfire.

Photo from AP Images
Secret Service Agents Shaddick, McCarthy, and Parr at reduced height, however all remained on mission. (Parr is reducing height to get into the car.)

Photo from NBC News Archives
Photographer Michael Evans in the line of fire, and on his feet the whole time.

Photo from the Ronald Reagan Library
Photo by Michael Evans; a shot has just passed him.

Photo from the Ronald Regan Library
Michael Evans remains on mission.
When Egyptian President Sadat was assassinated (Compendium #106), a video-cameraman not only stayed on his feet, but moved closer to the assassins as they fired automatic weapons. While Arthur Bremer was shooting George Wallace, a CBS news photographer on the dangerous side of the firing weapon remained on mission, recording everything from the first shot to the last.
At the instant Jack Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald, photographer Robert Jackson snapped one of modern history's most famous photos. Interviewed for this book, he said, "I'm used to reacting fast; I've shot many motor racing pictures where time is critical. In this situation, when the gun went off, I didn't even react to the shot. What I was really trying to do is get the picture before this idiot [turned out to be assailant Jack Ruby] stepped in front of me. I saw a body coming out so I reacted."
Jackson explains that when he was first assigned to photograph Oswald being transferred by police that day, "The thought entered my mind: I wonder if someone is going to make an attempt on his life."
Jackson gives a fine endorsement for readiness: "I was already looking through the camera, so planning had a lot to with it in this situation. I had picked a good spot [positioning], and I was ready. It's all about being ready."

Photo by Robert H. Jackson

Photographers know more than most people that things happen right Now -- and they regularly capture images that exist Now, did not exist a second before, and wouldn't exist (as retained images) an instant later were it not for their actions. Michael Evans, who took his photos while directly facing Hinckley's gun, often said, "There's no better time than right now." Like Evans, effective news photographers operate in a state of exploration and anticipation, being perceptual, not mental. It's as if they are part of the camera, actively and continually looking for images most worth capturing. They know that there is always something worthy of attention, just as protectors can know there are always suspects worthy of attention. Photographers also know from experience that action is faster than reaction, that they must respond without thought, and that it must be Now.
Since the history of photojournalism is told through images captured while danger might still be present (bombs are exploding, someone is being shot, etc.), these photographers have something to teach us. In many ways, their task is similar to that of an attacker. Photographers must find an instant in which there are no obstacles between shooter and subject. Knowing it might not come again, they must commit to that moment, aim, and shoot. When photographers have little time for quality, they resort to quantity, taking as many photos as possible. Similarly, some attackers who had little time for quality (accuracy), resorted to quantity, firing as many shots as possible.
There are, of course, public figure attackers who were able to attain quality, getting so close to their targets that a single shot was all they needed, and all they could accomplish. In the comparison to photography, those were portraits, not snapshots.
At one time or another, nearly all protectors have been frustrated by photographers. We have seen them position and reposition to advantage, often annoyed at protectors for inadvertently obstructing their view, annoyed that we move them, that we deny them the best vantage point for their photography. We have seen them hold their ground and stay on mission, seemingly no matter what's going on around them. This stubbornness is not their primary resource -- rather, stubbornness is a by-product of their primary resource: Commitment. During so many violent and alarming events, photographers have kept their eyes on the prize, literally and figuratively -- and that takes the right attitude. Thoughts can become scattered all over the mental field, and to direct them toward a single goal, we must collect them. Our purpose must be re-collected, in the most literal sense of the word, and the best photographers do this very well. They get out of their heads, and even when they are in our way, they are out of their own way.
Many news photographers surrounded by fighting soldiers or rioters have kept their cool, something we know because they performed precision acts of photography -- absolute proof of a manageable heart-rate.
In recent years, photo-journalists covering Middle Eastern conflicts have been shot at and shot frequently. In 1998, a group of photographers working in Israeli settlements made a pact that if one was shot, the others would photograph the incident. And one did just that. Courage is the attribute we associate with continuing to function in the line of fire -- for our purposes here, the key point is the mental attitude (the mindlessness, in a sense) that allows precision motor skills to continue.
Who would have thought that in a book written for protectors, we'd be praising photographers? Given how much interference and hassle they've caused to protectors, there is perhaps some fairness in our extracting all we can learn from them -- and maybe also some fairness in our respecting their commitment.
Protectors and photographers are often together at the scene of attacks, and though protectors routinely operate in the line of fire (or at least hope to), photographers are also sometimes at risk. However, only the protector has the safety of another person on his shoulders -- and sometimes the safety of many people. So we won't end this book with praise of photographers. Rather, we praise those protectors who have accepted the high stakes of their craft, understand the risks, know they might be blamed for the actions of others and for events outside their control, accept that they cannot control everything, commit to control everything they can, and know that Time is on their side only if they act outside of time -- in the Now. Above all, we praise those protectors who continue to learn, willing to receive valuable lessons from any source -- from other protectors, from photographers, even from assassins. The willingness to keep learning is not an attribute shared by everyone who claims to be a protector, of course, but as a reader of this book, you've shown your interest in new ideas and your commitment to improve your effectiveness.
We hope that any dialogue opened in these pages will be continued by others in our field. Our highest wish is that protectors can be more effective as a result of our work, a wish we put our hearts into because we're so proud to be part of what you do.









THE COMPENDIUM
OF ATTACKS AGAINST AT-RISK PERSONS







"It is even better to act quickly and err than to hesitate until the time of action is past."
Carl von Clausewitz





The Compendium Described

This Compendium is a collection of attacks, near attacks, and incidents involving at-risk people all over the world, spanning nearly fifty-years (1960 to mid-2007). Targets were either under the protection of bodyguards at the time of the incident, or had reason to believe they were at risk by virtue of their position or situation.


Methodology
Some of the information in the Compendium was gleaned from journalistic reports; as is the norm when relying upon the news media, we encountered conflicting and inaccurate information. When no other sources were available, we drew upon later reports, since initial or so-called "breaking news" stories are often filled with speculation and inaccuracy.
In each case we sought to learn the setting and situation of the attack, the weapons used, the proximity of attacker(s) to the target, the number of attackers, the duration of the attack, and of course, the outcome.
By design, our analysis is sufficiently liberal that minor inaccuracies in individual news reports do not have a significant impact on the integrity of the overall conclusions. (See page 154 for a more detailed discussion of the data and its analysis.)
This book does not concern itself much with motives for attacks, and we do not separate attackers into categories such as sane versus insane, nor ideological versus political. Determining motive and category of attacker is not always easy, in any event. For example, Mehmet Agca shot Pope John Paul II in 1981. He was described as a terrorist affiliated with the Grey Wolf terrorist group. He also had ties to the Bulgarian Secret Police, and, reportedly, to the Soviet Union. Further, he claimed at times to be Jesus Christ. All that aside, what matters for our purposes in the Compendium is that a heavily-protected person was wounded when one attacker armed with a pistol fired from close range while the target was riding in an open car, and the attack was over in seconds.
We are protectors, not statisticians. Accordingly, we've analyzed and presented information about attacks in the way we feel will best inform and enlighten protectors.


A Sample, Not a Complete Collection
While the number of cases described and analyzed in these pages is impressive, the Compendium is not held out as a complete listing of every single attack that's occurred on Earth since 1960. (Trying to present that much data would fail in any event, given that in 2006 alone, according to the National Counter-Terrorism Center, there were more than 1300 government leaders, officials, and bodyguards killed or wounded.) Rather, we sought to assemble a large enough sample from which to draw insightful and meaningful conclusions.
There were two fairly obvious criteria to be met before an incident could be considered for inclusion in this Compendium:
	The incident became known beyond the protective detail (often by becoming a news story); or,
	The incident became known to the authors through direct experience or trusted sources (law enforcement agencies, involved parties, credible publications, research, etc).

Though there were just two criteria for inclusion of incidents, there were many criteria for exclusion. First, visits to the homes or work environments of prominent people by unwanted pursuers who did not attempt attacks are not included herein because there are literally thousands each year. Most of these visitors are mentally ill or emotionally invested fans who are fixated on a famous person. As just one example (already reported publicly), our firm provided protective coverage for the actress, model, and author Brooke Shields while she attended Princeton University. As a very famous and often topical cultural figure, her attendance was widely reported around the world. During the four years, ninety unwanted pursuers who visited the campus were interviewed, detained, or arrested by protectors or police. There was no precedent for a media figure as famous as Shields being so accessible in the exact same place every day for years, with the public frequently informed and reminded. (Later, President Clinton's daughter attended university under similar conditions, though she attracted fewer mentally-ill pursuers.)
We also did not include many of the so-called palace coups. For example, South Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem surrendered to opposing forces in Saigon in 1963. Being transported in an enemy tank, Diem was shot in the head by the platoon commander. While the incident goes down in history as an assassination, it was actually more like a common murder. It does not teach us anything about protective work, for at the moment of the shooting, there was no protection.
We have also left out some incidents (and even attempted attacks) that have never been reported publicly and which the targets wish to keep confidential. For example, in the 1980s, a team of protectors from our firm was bringing a protectee back from a concert she had just performed. In an excited crowd waiting for our client outside the hotel, a man raised his arm with a knife. A member of our security team grabbed the knife and our people rushed the protectee into the hotel. The man retreated into the crowd and we were not able to learn his identity or intent. The incident was never reported publicly. (Even if included, that incident would not impact the statistics enough to change the conclusions arising from the analysis.)
We did not include incidents involving angry or unruly crowds unless there was clear danger or sinister intent, such as protestors who became violent. For example (as publicly reported), our firm provided the protective team for singer Tina Turner when she performed before the world's largest-ever paying audience: more than 240,000 people at Maracana Stadium in Brazil. Order at Maracana was just barely maintained by police as hundreds of people scaled walls rather than purchase tickets. Outside the stadium, people had parked in the middle of streets we needed to use to depart. Accordingly, many small vehicles had to be literally picked up and moved by police and protectors. The departure, while dramatic, didn't rise to the level for inclusion herein. There have also been many incidents in which audience members swarmed stages at performances (thankfully not with our clients); unless danger was present or intended, they've not been included in the Compendium.
An example of extreme danger from a crowd occurred when then Vice-president Richard Nixon's motorcade was attacked by an angry mob in Caracas. However, since that incident occurred two years earlier than our cut-off date of 1960, it is not included herein.
We also did not include interpersonal attacks or homicides of public figures, such as the murder of comedian Phil Hartman by his wife.
Another kind of case excluded from the Compendium involves unwanted pursuers who were, at the time of publication, still focused on the prominent person they have stalked. In other words, the cases are still evolving.
Finally, we did not include incidents about which there was insufficient information to analyze.
Even after all the exclusions, the Compendium nonetheless considers more than 1400 cases, an excellent number for useful analysis, and the largest collection of such information we've seen anywhere.

	Note: This Compendium is kept up-to-date. The Gavin de Becker Center for the Study and Reduction of Violence, a not-for-profit foundation, collects and organizes information on assassinations, attacks, and incidents involving at-risk persons. Qualified requesters can obtain information on the Compendium at www.gavindebecker.org




STARS: Successful Tactics, Action, or Response on the Scene
When attackers and plotters were unsuccessful, their failures occurred for a variety of reasons, however to draw particular attention to those cases in which attacks were foiled or harm was reduced as the result of on-the-scene protector action, some Compendium entries include the word STARS (Successful Tactics, Action, or Response on the Scene). The key words here are on the scene because that's the core topic of this book.
4 STARS = Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury
3 STARS = Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival
2 STARS = Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, weapons detection, deterrence)
1 STARS = Management of the incident immediately after the attack favorably influenced safety/survival
In cases that might fit into more than one category, we assigned the highest applicable number. For example, the attack on Pinochet (Case #120) includes protective strategies that favorably influenced outcome (order of vehicles in the motorcade had been shuffled), important protective resources (armored car), and most notably, protector action during the attack that entirely prevented injury (driver removed Pinochet from the line of fire). A clear 4-STARS case. The number of STARS assigned to a given case is a subjective matter of assessment, deduction, and opinion which others could see differently. It is not science and doesn't pretend to be. Setting aside the different ways people might analyze specific cases, here's what can be learned taking the statistics at face value for the moment:
Among cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, that benefit arose approximately 2% of the time from protector action after the incident. Approximately 37% of the time, benefit resulted from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and 61% of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene. What we learn here is that protectors at the scene are most likely to have a favorable influence on safety, not through the dramatic action of jumping in front of a bullet or resuscitating an injured protectee, but rather through protective strategies and resources (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, logistics, weapons detection, deterrence). This means that logistical decisions some might think of as small or routine, such as how close the car is placed to the building, which entrance or exit is selected, how close to the protectee crowds are able to be, how close to the protectee protectors are able to be, which footroute is selected -- are not, alas, small decisions at all.
Special mention must go to a protective decision made far from the site of the attack, far from the moment of the attack. It's a decision usually made in a comfortable office, frequently after much discussion and resistance, a decision made by people who won't themselves be in the line of fire: It is the decision to have an armored car, or just as significant, the decision to not have an armored car. The Compendium cases speak for themselves on this subject, and speak loudly: There is no single precaution at-risk people can take that will mean more to their safety than traveling inside a fully armored car. Note the word fully, included here because of those cases in which the occupants of partially armored cars were killed during attacks. Also note the need for the protectee to stay fully inside the armored car, and to keep the windows up. These last observations might seem too obvious to include, however they haven't been obvious to everyone: They were not, apparently, obvious to Benazir Bhutto, who had the exceptional advantage of an armored car, yet elected to place half her body outside the vehicle through the sunroof -- and died for the decision. Similarly, Afgan President Karzai had his window down in the back of the car when an assassin shot at him. Karzai was fortunate enough to survive that day, though two other people died during the attack.

	The extent to which protectors reduced risk through deterrence or precautions cannot ever be fully measured. We can't know about all the attacks that weren't launched or were aborted. What we can know is that protectors made a favorable impact on target safety in 22% of all cases. However, since many targets who were attacked chose not have protectors with them, the more revealing truth is this: When protectors were present, their action was the reason attacks were unsuccessful about 57% of the time. History is giving a strong endorsement for at-risk people to have protectors! 

Though people typically think of 4-STARS as better than 2-STARS, any number of STARS reflects enhanced safety, and thus they are all good. Those 2-STARS cases in which protector strategies or resources prevent an attack from occurring altogether, arguably depict the most desirable situation and outcome. However, in a book concerned with events during the attack at the scene of the attack, 4-STARS go to those cases in which protector action during the attack prevented injury. The use of higher and lower numbers is not meant to communicate that effective response is somehow better than outright prevention -- it isn't.
The Compendium also contains descriptions of many attacks in which the target was injured, and survived. Though the protectors in those instances did not prevent all injury, some made a profoundly favorable difference, and we draw attention to those cases in which harm was reduced as the result of protector action. Accordingly, you'll see the occasional STARS designation alongside a Compendium entry that describes a seemingly successful attack. In protective work, as in many aspects of life, it isn't over till it's over -- and the Compendium cases show that while the assassin's success is defined by just one outcome, protector success can occur in many ways.

* TOTAL STARS = number of STARS cases out of the number of total cases (1A has 3 out of 65 cases; 1B has 24 out of 371 cases, etc.)


Notes on the Compendium Categories
	Status of Target: In many cases, the target qualified for more than one category. Robert Kennedy was a Member of Congress, a national figure (presidential candidate), and a media celebrity. His assassination likely arose from being a presidential candidate; however, we counted him as a Member of Congress. Governor John Connolly of Texas was hit by gunfire as the result of riding in the car with President Kennedy, not because he was targeted as a governor, so his shooting in the motorcade in Dallas is not listed as a separate incident.
	Injury: There have been incidents in which the targets sustained injury and chose not to report it, or minimized the seriousness of injuries. Likewise, injuries have in some cases been exaggerated by targets and their advisors for political or PR benefit. When we could not be certain about the extent of injuries, we followed the version of events most frequently reported. If there was insufficient information to draw any reliable conclusions, we pointed out inconsistencies and controversies, or deleted the case entirely. Hence, there are some entire incidents intentionally left out.
	Assailants: There are incidents in which the number of assailants is not known. If an al-Qaeda suicide bomber walked up and exploded a bomb, we counted one assailant, though it's clear that more than one person was involved in such things as making of the bombs, transportation, and even sometimes assisting the bomber at the scene of the attack. If a terrorist shot a target and then escaped on the back of a motorcycle, we counted two assailants. What we sought to answer was, in effect: "How many bad guys did the protectors on the scene face?" If a bomb goes off when a target drives by, we count that as one attacker, unless reports specifically identify others (e.g., "three men were seen fleeing"). In some cases, we had to deduce the number of assailants on the basis of injuries to the target. For example, an incident in which a target is shot once in the head might be presumed to involve one assailant. Many of the attacks outside the US involved attackers who got away from the scene entirely, and in those instances, it is, of course, difficult to estimate numbers.
	Weapon: In a few instances, we had to guess whether the weapon was a handgun or shoulder weapon, however we feel confident about the total number of cases placed into the categories of firearms, bombs, knives, etc. With incidents in which assailants threw grenades and also fired weapons, we tried to determine which weapon caused the injury or death. In some cases it was necessary to select from among more than one weapon when counting cases in the analysis. For example, in the 1998 attack on Eduard Shevardnadze, his motorcade came under attack by gunmen armed with a grenade launcher and machine guns. The front of his car was badly damaged when it was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade. Though the car was also struck by gunfire, in our analysis we counted the primary weapon (the one doing most damage) as "anti-tank weapon." Similarly, though Sadat was attacked by firearm and grenade, the mortal injuries were caused by bullets.
	Range: Range refers to the distance between attacker and target, and applies mostly to firearms attacks. Some news reports say an attack occurred at close range or point blank range, but most don't provide specific range information. Accordingly, in cases offering limited source material, we made deductions based upon the attack situation. For example, sniper attacks can be assumed to have been launched from greater than 25 feet, and an attack from a motorcycle that drives up to the target's car can be assumed to have been launched from less than 25 feet.
	Duration: Though printed media reports rarely address the issue of duration, there is often definitive information (video or film of an incident, witness reports, police reports, court summaries, etc). In cases offering no decisive source material and yet there was a basis for deduction, we estimated. For example, if there was one shot fired at a target surrounded by bodyguards, we feel comfortable counting the attack as having occurred in less than 5 seconds. Incidents in which there were several gunmen and many rounds fired, or a gun battle, might be counted as having occurred over more than 5 seconds. In whatever way one might interpret the information, attacks that went on for more than one minute are very rare. One example is the attack on Truman at Blair House, and another is the attack on Sadat, which lasted several minutes, even though Sadat was mortally wounded in the first few seconds. Throughout the Compendium cases and analysis, it emerges that a minute is an eternity in protective work. Clearly, a foundational result of this Compendium is that most (more than 80%) successful attacks in the US are over in less than 5 seconds.
	Situation: In the conclusions for this category, we describe the numbers of attacks near homes and offices, as well as attacks in or around cars. In many cases a report said the protectee was shot in his front yard or outside his office. It's possible he was moving to or from his car, but unless that information was specifically available, it's not counted as a car-related incident. Similarly, many attacks occurred while the protectee was in his car, and happened also to be outside his home or workplace. There is, accordingly, some overlap when it comes to location and situation, and we've applied our best judgment when selecting the category for each case.








"The dance of battle is always played to the same impatient rhythm. What begins in a surge of violent motion is always reduced to the perfectly still."
Sun Tzu





Conclusions
Arising From Analysis of the Statistics


Successful Attacks Within the U.S.
(The cases analyzed for this category appear in Section 1A.)
Number: We analyzed 65 attacks in which a public figure was killed or injured within the United States. (Not all chose to have protectors with them.)
Status of Target: These 65 incidents involved 26% movie/sports/media celebrities; 25% court officials; 18% other national figures; 9% state, county, or local officials; 8% business executives; 6% other government officials; 5% members of Congress; 3% heads of state. Considering all attacks, 48% of the targets were politicians/government officials.
Mortality: 65% of the targets were killed, and 35% were injured.
Assailants: 86% involved a single assailant, 14% involved more than one assailant.
Weapon: 49% involved handguns, 29% involved long guns (rifle, assault weapon, submachine gun), 15% involved explosive devices (bombs, rockets, etc.), 5% involved knives or edged weapons, and 2% involved other weapons (fists). Combining handguns and long guns, 78% of the attacks involved firearms. Of the 10 explosive devices, 70% were delivered through the mail.
Range: In the incidents involving firearms, 76% occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet), and only 24% were launched from more than 25 feet. The longest range was 263 feet.
Duration: In the incidents involving firearms and knives, the overwhelming majority of the attacks, 85%, were over within five seconds, and 15% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds.
Situation: 51% of the attacks were carried out indoors, and 49% occurred outdoors. In addition, 57% of the attacks occurred at the target's home or office, 28% occurred while the target was moving to or from a vehicle or a building (arrivals and departures), and 14% occurred while the target was seated in or riding in a car. Attacks in or around vehicles, plus arrival/departure situations, accounted for 42% of the attacks.
STARS: In only 5% of the cases was it clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these few cases in which protector actions or strategies made an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose about a third of the time from protector action after the incident. Approximately two-thirds of the time, the benefit resulted from direct protector action at the scene of the incident.
Conclusion: Recent attacks on public figures within the United States, in which the target was killed or injured, have resulted in more deaths than injuries. The most targeted groups were movie/sports/media celebrities, followed by court officials, and other national figures. Targets were most often attacked by a single male assailant using a firearm. The preferred weapon was a handgun and the attack was most often launched from fewer than 25 feet. Nearly all of the attacks were over in less than five seconds. Half of the attacks occurred indoors and half outdoors. More than half of the attacks were carried out at the target's home or office. The most dangerous situations are when the target is riding in a car, or moving between a car and building, referred to as "arrival/departure situations."


Successful Attacks Outside the U.S.
(The cases analyzed for this category appear in Section 1B.)
Number: We analyzed 371 attacks in which a public figure was killed or injured outside the United States. (Not all chose to have protectors with them.)
Status of Target: The 371 incidents involved 25% other government officials; 21% other national figures; 14% state, county, or local officials; 13% heads of state; 12% members of Congress/Parliament; 9% court officials; 5% business executives; and 2% movie/sports/media celebrities. Considering all attacks in this category, 72% of the targets were politicians/government officials.
Mortality: 74% of the targets were killed, and 26% were injured.
Assailants: 59% involved more than one assailant and 41% involved a single assailant.
Weapon: 46% involved long guns (rifle, assault weapon, submachine gun); 27% involved explosive devices (bombs, rockets, etc.), 20% involved handguns, 5% involved knives or edged weapons, and 1% involved other weapons (3 poison, 2 blunt instruments). Combining handguns and long guns, 66% of the attacks involved firearms.
Range: In the 245 incidents involving firearms and rockets, 71% occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet), and only 29% were launched from more than 25 feet.
Duration: In the 265 incidents involving firearms, knives, and blunt instruments, 71% of the attacks were over within five seconds, and 29% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds.
Situation: 82% occurred outdoors, and 18% of the attacks were carried out indoors. In addition, 47% occurred while the target was seated in or riding in a car, 37% of the attacks occurred at the target's home or office, and 18% occurred while the target was moving to or from a vehicle or a building (arrivals and departures). Attacks in or around vehicles, plus arrival/departure situations, accounted for 66% of the attacks.
STARS: In only 7% of the cases was it clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these few cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose approximately 46% of the time from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and 54% of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene.
Conclusion: Recent attacks on public figures outside the United States, in which the target was killed or injured, have resulted in many more deaths than injuries. The most targeted groups were lesser government officials (such as ambassadors and cabinet ministers), followed by national leaders (such as former officials, political candidates, and religious leaders). Note that these targets are highly recognized, but less protected than heads of state. Accordingly, successful attacks are more likely, and there is less risk for attackers. Targets in this category (famous but with less protection than heads of state) bring all the benefits in terms of political statement and media attention with less risk and greater likelihood of success.
Targets outside the United States were most often attacked by multiple assailants, using a firearm. The preferred weapon was the long gun (automatic weapons, etc.) and the attack was nearly always launched at fewer than 25 feet. The majority of the attacks were over in less than five seconds. Unlike attacks in the U.S., attacks outside the U.S. were conducted outdoors far more often than indoors. More than one third of the attacks were carried out at the target's home or office. The most dangerous situations are when the target was riding in a car, or moving between a car and a building, referred to as "arrival/departure situations."


Successful Attacks Worldwide
Number: We analyzed 436 attacks in which a public figure was killed or injured somewhere in the world. (Not all chose to have protectors with them.)
Status of Target: The 436 incidents involved 22% other government officials; 21% other national figures; 13% state, county, or local officials; 11% heads of state; 11% court officials; 11% members of Congress or Parliament; 6% business executives; 5% movie/sports/media celebrities. Considering all government positions, 68% of the targets were politicians/government officials.
Mortality: 73% of the targets were killed, and 27% were injured.
Assailants: 52% involved more than one assailant, and 48% involved a single assailant.
Weapon: 44% involved long guns (rifle, assault weapon, submachine gun); 25% involved explosive devices (bombs, rockets, etc.); 24% involved handguns; 5% involved knives or edged weapons, and 1% involved other weapons (3 poison, 2 blunt instrument, and 1 fists). Combining handguns and long guns, 68% of the attacks involved firearms.
Range: In the 296 incidents involving firearms and rockets, 72% occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet), and only 28% were launched from more than 25 feet.
Duration: In the 319 incidents involving firearms, knives, and blunt instruments, 73% of the attacks were over within five seconds, and 27% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds.
Situation: 77% occurred outdoors, and 23% of the attacks were carried out indoors. In addition, 42% occurred while the target was seated in, or riding in a car, 40% of the attacks occurred at the target's home or office, 20% occurred while the target was moving to or from a vehicle or a building (arrivals and departures). Attacks in or around vehicles, including arrival/departure situations, accounted for 62% of the attacks.
STARS: In only 6% of the cases was it clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these few cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose approximately 4% of the time from protector action after the incident. Approximately 48% of the time, benefit resulted from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and 48% of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, logistics, weapons detection, deterrence).
Conclusion: Recent attacks on public figures around the world, in which the target was killed or injured, have resulted in many more deaths than injuries. The most targeted groups were other government officials (such as ambassadors and cabinet ministers), followed by national leaders (such as former officials, political candidates, and religious leaders). Note that these targets are highly recognized, but less protected than heads of state. Accordingly, successful attacks are more likely, and there is less risk for attackers. Thus, targets in this category (famous but with less protection than heads of state) bring all the benefits in terms of political statement and media attention with less risk and greater likelihood of success.
Targets were most often attacked by multiple assailants, using a firearm. The preferred weapon was the long gun (automatic weapons, etc.) and the attack was most often launched from fewer than 25 feet. Bodyguards had little time to react, since the majority of the attacks were over in fewer than five seconds. The attacks were usually carried out outdoors. Less than one half of the attacks were conducted at the target's home or office. The most dangerous situations are when the target is riding in a car, or moving between a car and a building, referred to as "arrival/departure situations."


Unsuccessful Attacks Within the U.S.
(The cases analyzed for this category appear in Section 1C.)
Number: We analyzed 25 incidents in which a public figure within the United States was attacked, and escaped unharmed. (Others may have been harmed during incidents discussed in this section.)
Status of Target: The 25 incidents involved 32% heads of state; 24% members of Congress; 24% state, county, or local officials; 8% court officials; 8% movie/sports/media celebrities; 4% business executives. In 88% of the incidents, the target was a government official.
Mortality: None of the public figures were injured.
Assailants: 88% had only one assailant, and in 12% of the attacks, there was likely more than one assailant.
Weapon: 40% involved handguns, 24% involved explosive devices, 16% involved another weapon (1 airplane, 1 matches, and 2 ricin), 12% involved long guns (rifle, assault weapon, submachine gun), 8% involved knives or edged weapons. Combining handguns and long guns, 52% of the attacks involved firearms. Of the 9 incidents involving bombs, ricin, and matches, 55.5% of these weapons were delivered in the mail.
Range: In the 13 attacks involving firearms, 69% were launched from more than 25 feet, and 31% occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet).
Duration: In the 15 attacks involving firearms and knives, 67% were over in less than five seconds, and 33% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds.
Situation: 52% of the attacks occurred indoors, and 48% occurred outdoors. In addition, 80% of the attacks occurred at the target's home or office, 4% occurred while the target was moving to or from a vehicle or a building (arrivals and departures), and 4% occurred while the target was seated in or riding in a vehicle. Attacks in or around vehicles, including arrival/departure situations, accounted for 8% of the attacks.
STARS: In 40% of the cases it was clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose approximately 40% of the time from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and 60% of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, logistics, weapons detection, deterrence).
Conclusion: Recent attacks on public figures within the United States, in which the target escaped unharmed, have been rare events. Nearly all of the targeted individuals were politicians/government officials. Nearly every attack involved a lone assailant, most often armed with a firearm. The preferred weapon was a handgun, and most of the attacks were carried out from further than 25 feet, indicating that distance clearly played a role in the failure of the attack. This speaks to the benefits of effective advance work, most notably White Space, wherein protectees are afforded the benefit of distance from members of the general public while arriving and departing at events, home, work site, etc. Bodyguards had little time to react, since most of the attacks were over in fewer than five seconds. The attacks were carried out as often indoors as outdoors. Most of the attacks occurred at the target's home or office. Few of the attacks occurred while the target was in or around a vehicle, indicating that attacks carried out at these locations are most often successful, while attacks at the target's home or office are least often successful. It is apparent that at least 28% of these attacks were made unsuccessful by alert security personnel and effective security responses.


Unsuccessful Attacks Outside the U.S.
(The cases analyzed for this category appear in Section 1D.)
Number: We analyzed 165 attacks in which a public figure outside the United States was attacked, and escaped unharmed.
Status of Target: The 165 attacks involved 45% heads of state (president, Pope, king, prime minister, etc.); 28% other government officials (ambassador, minister, vice president, etc.); 10% state and local officials (governor or mayor); 9% national figures (first lady, political official, etc.); 4% members of Parliament; 2% court officials; 1% business executives; and 1% movie/sports/media celebrities. In 90% of the incidents, the target was a government official.
Mortality: None of the public figures were killed or injured.
Assailants: 53% involved a single assailant, and 47% involved more than one assailant.
Weapon: 48% involved explosive devices (bomb, grenade); 40% involved long guns (rifle, shotgun, assault weapon); 5% involved handguns; 4% involved knives; 3% involved vehicles as weapons; and 1% involved mobs. Combining handguns and long guns, 45% of the attacks involved firearms. Of the 77 incidents involving bombs, 2.5% of these weapons were delivered in the mail.
Range: In the 74 attacks involving firearms or rocket projectiles, 89% were launched from more than 25 feet, and only 11% occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet). The longest distance was a rocket attack from two miles away.
Duration: In the 81 attacks involving firearms, knives, and rocket projectiles, 62% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds, and 38% were over in fewer than five seconds.
Situation: 91% occurred outdoors, and 9% occurred indoors. In addition, 51% occurred while the target was seated in, or riding in a vehicle, 29% of the attacks occurred at the target's home or residence, and 4% occurred while the target was moving to or from a vehicle or a building (arrivals and departures). Considering when the target was in or around a vehicle, 55% of the attacks occurred during those situations.
STARS: In 57% of the cases it was clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose approximately 52% of the time from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and 48% of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, logistics, weapons detection, deterrence).
Conclusion: Attacks on public figures outside the United States, in which the target escaped unharmed, occur rather often. The preferred weapon was an explosive device, including roadside bombs, rockets, and hand grenades. The majority of the attacks were carried out from further than 25 feet, indicating that distance played a role in the failure of the attack. The majority of attacks lasted more than five seconds, probably due to the distances involved, giving bodyguards more time to react in many of the attacks. The majority of the attacks occurred outdoors. Most of the attacks occurred while the target was in or around a vehicle. About one-third of the attacks occurred at the target's home or office. It is apparent that at least 23% of these attacks were made unsuccessful by alert security personnel and effective security responses.


Unsuccessful Attacks Worldwide
Number: Combining the summaries from within and outside the U.S., we analyzed 190 attacks in which a public figure was attacked, but escaped unharmed.
Status of Target: The 190 attacks involved 44% heads of state (president, Pope, king, prime minister, etc.); 24% other government officials (ambassador, minister, vice president, etc.); 12% state and local officials (governor or mayor); 8% national figures (first lady, political official, etc.); 7% members of Congress or Parliament; 3% court officials (judge or prosecutor); 2% movie/sports/media celebrities; and 1% business executives. In 89% of the incidents, the target was a government official.
Mortality: None of the public figures were injured.
Assailants: 58% involved a single assailant, and 42% involved more than one assailant.
Weapon: 44% involved explosive devices (bomb, rocket, grenade); 36% involved long guns (rifle, shotgun, assault weapon), 10% involved handguns, 5% involved knives, and 5% involved other weapons (5 vehicles as weapon, 2 ricin, 2 mobs, 1 matches). Combining handguns and long guns, 46% of the attacks involved firearms. 4% of the weapons were delivered by mail.
Range: In the 87 attacks involving firearms and rocket projectiles, 86% were launched from more than 25 feet, and 14% occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet).
Duration: In the 96 attacks involving firearms, knives, or rocket projectiles, 58% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds, and 42% were over in fewer than five seconds.
Situation: 86% occurred outdoors, and 14% occurred indoors. In addition, 45% occurred while the target was seated in or riding in a vehicle, 35% attacks occurred at the target's home or residence, and 4% occurred while the target was moving to or from a vehicle or a building (arrivals and departures). Considering when the target was in or around a vehicle, 49% of the attacks occurred during those situations.
STARS: In 54% of the cases it was clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these few cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose approximately half of the time from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and half of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, logistics, weapons detection, deterrence).
Differences Between Foreign and Domestic Attacks: In comparing the percentages from the 25 failed attacks in the U.S. with the 164 failed attacks outside the U.S., we see that security forces were faced with multiple assailants four times more often outside the U.S. than inside. Outside the U.S., single assailants were often members of a terrorist group but acting alone at the scene of the attack (such as suicide bombers), while few of the U.S. assailants were terrorists. Handguns were used nearly ten times more often in U.S. than outside the U.S. Long guns (usually automatic weapons) were used three times more often in foreign attacks. Bombs were used twice as often in foreign attacks. Far more attacks occurred at close range in the U.S. than in foreign attacks, no doubt due to the choice of weapons. More attacks were over in fewer than five seconds in the U.S. than in foreign attacks, again, probably because of the longer ranges during attacks abroad. Far more attacks occurred outdoors in foreign countries than in the U.S. Attacks at the target's home or office occurred three times more often inside the U.S. Attacks carried out in situations where the protectee was in or around vehicle happened ten times more often outside the U.S.
Conclusion: It is important to consider that this section examines attacks that failed. We studied 190 attacks directed at public figures around the world, in which the public figure escaped unharmed. The majority of the attacks were carried out by one individual. Bombs and firearms were the preferred weapons, and the majority of the attacks were launched from more than 25 feet away. Most of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds, giving bodyguards more time to react, and there were many more cases of effective bodyguard response than in other categories of attack. The majority of these failed attacks occurred outdoors. Nearly half of the attacks occurred while targets were in or around their vehicle. It is apparent that distance played a large role in the failure of the attack to kill or injure the target. It is apparent that at least 24% of these attacks were made unsuccessful by alert security personnel and effective security responses.


Failed, Aborted, or Prevented Incidents Worldwide
(Analysis of all cases appearing in Section 1E.)
"We were lucky" might be the most commonly given reason to explain security personnel foiled a planned attack. But an analysis of these incidents indicates that luck is rarely the primary reason.
Number: We analyzed 176 incidents in which a public figure was targeted for attack, and either sound security measures or other influences prevented the attack from being carried out.
Status of Target: The status of the targeted individuals included 55% heads of state (president, prime minister, Pope, king, etc.); 18% other governmental officials (diplomat, minister, vice president, etc.); 9% other national figures (prince, princess, former official, etc.); 7% state and local officials (governor or mayor); 6% court officials (judge or prosecutor); 2% movie/sports/media celebrities; 1% members of Congress or Parliament; and 1% business executives. In 87% of the incidents, the target was a government official.
STARS: In 26% of the cases it was clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these few cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose approximately 4% of the time from protector action after the incident. Approximately 2% of the time, benefit resulted from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and 93% of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, logistics, weapons detection, deterrence).
Conclusion: It is obvious from many of the incidents that intelligence played a key role in preventing the attack. In some cases, undercover agents or informants had infiltrated a group of conspirators. In examining the 176 incidents listed, 89% of the incidents were prevented by security personnel. In addition, 35% of the security actions (intelligence, vigilance, advance) foiled a planned attack at the target's location. Action by police and investigative agencies also accounted for many preventions. In those incidents that failed due to actions by security personnel, intelligence played the primary role in foiling 56% of the planned attacks. Vigilance (such as preventing a weapon from being brought into an event or location where the target was expected to be) can be listed as the primary reason on 31% of the prevented attacks. Advance preparations (such as finding a bomb during a sweep prior to the target's arrival) were the apparent reason for the failure in 13% of the attacks. In only 12% of the incidents was luck (such as a bomb failing to explode) the apparent reason that an attack failed.


Kidnapping
(The cases analyzed for this category appear in Section 1F.)
Number: We analyzed 59 incidents in which a public figure was the target of kidnappers.
Status of Target: The status of the targeted individuals included 42% other governmental officials (diplomat, minister, vice president, etc.); 30.5% business executives; 8% other national figures (prince, princess, former official, etc.); 7% members of Congress or Parliament; 5% court officials (judge or prosecutor); 5% local officials (governor, mayor, town counselor); 2% media celebrities; and no heads of state (president, prime minister, Pope, king, etc.). Politicians/government officials accounted for 59% of the kidnappings.
Mortality: 54% were released or escaped, and 46% of the targets were killed.
Assailants: 86% of the victims were kidnapped by more than one assailant, and 14% were kidnapped by a single individual. In at least 8% of cases, the kidnappers were disguised in uniforms (police, military, staff).
Weapons: The assailants were likely armed with shoulder weapons (usually automatic weapons) in 61% of the cases; the assailants were armed with at least a handgun in 37% of the cases; and in 2% of the cases the weapon used is unknown.
Situation: 66% of the victims were kidnapped while in or around their vehicle (in three cases, aboard an airplane); and 47% were kidnapped from their home or office.
Conclusion: In the cases examined, kidnappers targeted lower-level prominent government officials (such as ambassadors), followed by businessmen and CEOs. In the cases examined, kidnap victims were released or escaped slightly more often than they were killed. In the majority of cases, more than one assailant was involved in the kidnapping. In nearly every case, the kidnappers were armed with firearms, often automatic weapons. In the cases examined, the most likely location at which kidnappers would strike was while the victim was riding in a vehicle, followed by at home or the office.


All Attempted Intentional Harm
Number: In the sections involving both successful and failed attacks on public figures worldwide, we analyzed 626 attacks; 86% occurred outside the United States, and 14% occurred within the United States.
Status of Target: The 626 attacks involved 23% other government officials; 21% heads of state; 17% other national figures (prince, princess, former official, etc.); 13% state or local officials (governor, mayor, town counselor); 10% members of Congress/Parliament; 8% court officials (judge or prosecutor); 4% business executives; and 4% movie/sports/media celebrities. Politicians/government officials accounted for 75% of the attacks.
Mortality: 51% of the targets were killed, 30% were unharmed, and 19% were injured. Combining the killed and wounded numbers, 70% of the attacks succeeded in harming the target. In all U.S. attacks, 47% of the targets were killed, 28% were unharmed, and 26% were wounded. The success of U.S. attacks was slightly higher with 72% of the targets killed or wounded.
Assailants: 51% involved a single assailant, and 49% involved more than one assailant. In all U.S. attacks, 87% involved a single assailant, and 13% involved more than one assailant.
Weapon: 41% involved long guns (rifle, assault weapon, submachine gun), 31% involved explosive devices (bombs, rockets, etc.), 20% involved handguns, 5% involved knives or edged weapons, and 3% involved other weapons (5 car/truck/plane; 5 poison/ricin; 2 mobs; 2 blunt instrument; 1 booby-trap; 1 fist). Only 3% of the weapons were delivered through the mail. Combining handguns and long guns, 61% of the attacks involved firearms. In all U.S. attacks, 47% involved handguns, 24% involved long guns, 18% involved explosive devices, 6% involved knives, and 6% involved other weapons. Combining handguns and long guns, 71% involved firearms. 13% of the weapons were delivered through the mail.
Range: In the 382 attacks involving firearms and rockets, 59% occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet), and 41% were launched from more than 25 feet. In all U.S. attacks, 67% occurred at close range, and 33% were launched from more than 25 feet.
Duration: In the 410 attacks involving firearms, knives, and blunt instruments, 66% of the attacks were over within five seconds, and 34% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds. In all U.S. attacks, 81% were over within five seconds, and 19% lasted longer than five seconds.
Situation: 80% occurred outdoors, and 20% were carried out indoors. In addition, 43% occurred while the target was seated in or riding in a vehicle, and 15% occurred while the target was moving to or from a vehicle or a building (arrivals and departures). Attacks in or around vehicles, including arrival/departure situations, accounted for 58% of the attacks. Finally, 39% of the attacks occurred at the target's home or office. In all U.S. attacks, 51% were carried out indoors, and 49% occurred outdoors. In addition, 21% occurred during arrival/departure situations, and 11% occurred while the target was riding in a vehicle. Combining these numbers, 32% occurred in or around vehicles. In all U.S. attacks, 63% occurred at the target's home or office.
STARS: In 22% of the cases was it clear that some benefit arose from protector action or strategies during the attack. Among these few cases in which protector actions or strategies clearly had an important and favorable influence on safety, the benefit arose approximately 2% of the time from protector action after the incident. Approximately 37% of the time, benefit resulted from direct protector action at the scene of the incident, and 61% of the time, the benefit was the result of protective strategies or resources at the scene (e.g., effective positioning, an armored car, advance arrangements, logistics, weapons detection, deterrence).
Conclusion: Modern-age attacks on public figures around the world have resulted in many more deaths than injuries. The most targeted groups were lesser government officials (such as ambassadors and cabinet ministers), followed by heads of state, and other national leaders (such as former officials, political candidates, and religious leaders). The targets were attacked by single assailants as often as multiple assailants. The preferred weapon was the long gun (automatic weapons, etc.) and the attacks were most often launched from less than 25 feet. Bodyguards had little time to react, since most of the attacks were over in less than five seconds. The attacks were usually carried out outdoors. More than a third of the attacks were carried out at the target's home or office. The most dangerous situations were while the target was riding in a car, or moving to or from a car or building, referred to as "arrival/departure situations."
Differences Between Foreign and Domestic Attacks: There were substantial differences between attacks carried out in the United States and those abroad. Nearly all of the U.S. attacks involved a lone assailant, while most foreign attacks involved multiple assailants. Many of the lone foreign assailants were members of a terrorist group (such as suicide bombers), but few U.S. assailants were part of a conspiracy. Attacks in the U.S. utilized far more handguns, requiring closer distances, but ensuring a slightly higher rate of success in killing or injuring the target. More U.S. attacks, perhaps due to closer ranges, were over in fewer than five seconds. Since more foreign attacks utilized automatic weapons and explosive devices -- and most terrorists are more intent on escaping than their American counterparts -- many of these attacks involved longer ranges and more time to complete. Foreign attacks more often occurred outdoors, while most U.S. attacks occurred indoors. The most deadly situation for foreign targets was while they were in or around their vehicles. While U.S. targets were also vulnerable in these situations, it was to a lesser extent. In the U.S., the target's home or office was the attack site more frequently than in foreign countries.


Unintentional Harm: Accidents, Sudden Illness/Medical Emergency, and Wrong Place/Wrong Time (Crime)
(Analysis of all cases appearing in Sections 2A, 2B, and 2C.)
Number of incidents: Of the 209 incidents we examined in this section, 130 incidents were accidents or pitfalls, 42 incidents were sudden illness or other medical emergency, and in 37 incidents the protectee was the victim of a crime.
Status of Target: The 209 incidents involved 25% heads of state; 22% state or local officials; 18% other government officials; 16% other national figures; 8% lawmakers; 5% movie/sports/media celebrities; 3% judicial officials; and 2% business executives.
Mortality: 43% of the victims were injured or hospitalized, and 27% of the victims were killed or died. In 38.5% of the incidents involving accidents and crime, the victim was uninjured. In the incidents involving accidents and crime, 38% were not injured, 32% were injured, and 30% were killed.
In the 130 incidents involving accidents, 36% of the victims were uninjured, 35% of the victims were injured, and 29% of the victims were killed. Aircraft accidents accounted for 55% of the deaths. Accidents not involving motor vehicles or aircraft -- consisting mostly of falls -- accounted for 59% injuries. Combined, deaths in aircraft and auto accidents accounted for 87% of the deaths.
In the 42 incidents involving sudden illness, 86% survived the emergency, and 14% died. At least 45% involved emergencies in which an AED (Automatic External Defibrillator) was needed.
In the 37 incidents involving criminal activity, 46% escaped harm, 30% were killed, and 24% were injured. Combining the first two figures, 54% of the crime victims were either killed or injured.
Nature of Accidents: Of the 130 accidents, 38% involved aircraft emergencies, 27% involved auto accidents, 22% involved incidents of falling or other pitfalls, and 13% involved other emergencies (6 falling object, 5 fire, 1 water emergency, 1 explosion, and 1 lightning strike, 1 cold temperature death, 1 trapped on an elevator, 1 gas poisoning). Accidents which occurred while traveling in vehicles and aircraft accounted for 65% of the incidents, and injury and death occurred in 63% of those occasions. (These numbers include one incident where a victim was struck by a car while riding a bicycle, and one case where the victim was on foot and struck by a vehicle.)
Conclusion: In relation to unintentional injuries, public figures are at greatest risk while traveling in vehicles and aircraft. Bodyguards often had almost no control over the aircraft emergencies, since the flight crew was in charge. But bodyguards almost always perform the driving function in vehicles, and often put the protectee at risk due to poor reactions, inattention, excessive speed for conditions, or poor vehicle maintenance. In most cases of sudden illness, the victim received quick medical attention and survived the incident. Nearly half of the medical emergencies involved apparent heart attacks in which an AED device was needed. The victim was injured or killed in over half of the instances in which they were the victims of crime. In all cases of unintentional injury, the bodyguard's ability to treat the injuries and quickly get the victim to the closest medical facility is critical to the protectee's survival.


Embarrassing Incidents
Thrown Objects
(Analysis of cases appearing in Section 3A.)
Number of Incidents: We analyzed 92 incidents of objects thrown at at-risk people.
Status of Target: 32% heads of state, 20% other government officials, 18% national figures, 13% movie/sports/media celebrities, 9% state or city officials, 5% business executives, and 3% members of Congress. In 63% of the incidents, the target was a government official.
Mortality: 95% were uninjured, 5% were injured, and none of the targets were killed. Arguably, in only 15% of the incidents -- those where rocks and bottles were thrown -- was the intent to injure the target.
Thrown Objects: 43% pies; 23% eggs, tomatoes, ketchup, salad dressing, flour, or garbage; 15% rocks or bottles; 12% other items (including 4 water/drink; 1 smoke bomb; 1 condom; 1 animal parts; 1 coin; 1 toilet paper roll, 1 tripod, and 1 shoe); 7% ink, paint or glue.
Range: It can be assumed that all of these incidents occurred at fairly close range, distances perhaps best described as being "within a stone's throw."
Conclusions: Among those targeted by attackers throwing objects, most were Government officials, followed by national figures and movie/sports/media celebrities. Objects are most often thrown at public figures to cause embarrassment or to bring attention to some cause, not to injure or kill the protectee. The most commonly thrown item was pies, followed by eggs, tomatoes, ketchup, salad dressing, flour, and garbage. When these items were combined, they accounted for 66% of the items thrown at public figures. Many of these attacks occurred on college campuses and nearly all of the perpetrators were young people. All of the incidents (except Case #1155, which was done more as a publicity stunt) were related to protests. Therefore, security personnel should be alert for the presence of protesters and should be prepared, in the event they throw objects at the protectee.


Pests, Protestors, Pranksters, and Self-Inflicted Wounds
(Analysis of all cases appearing in Section 3B and 3C.)
Number of Incidents: We list 320 incidents as embarrassing incidents. Thrown objects accounted for 92 incidents, but we wanted to look at that problem separately from other kinds of confrontations. We will now look at 228 other incidents: 205 confrontations with pests, protesters, and pranksters, and 23 self-inflicted wounds incidents.
Status of Target: The 228 total incidents involved 48% heads of state (presidents, premiers, prime ministers, emperors, kings, and queens); 13% state and city officials (governors and mayors); 13% national figures (princes, princesses, candidates, statesmen, ex-officials, and religious figures); 10% movie/sports/media celebrities; 9% members of Congress or Parliament; 6% other government officials (diplomats, envoys, ministers, ambassadors, vice presidents, and chancellors); 0.5% court officials; and no business executives.
Mortality: 95.5% were unharmed, 4% were injured, and 0.5% of the public figures were killed. The only death was from a "self-inflicted wound" incident, and none were the result of encounters with pests, protesters, and pranksters. Firearms were involved in 83% incidents of "self-inflicted wounds." (Note: While some might argue that the injuries and deaths included in this section actually belong in the "Unintentional Injury" section, we wanted to determine how often encounters with embarrassing situations result in harm to the protectee).
Conclusions: Confrontations with pests, protesters, and pranksters have not resulted in any deaths and have resulted in few physical injuries to public figures. However, the public figure often suffers public relations injuries that can be damaging to their career. In addition, experts agree that adverse publicity creates a short-term heightened level of risk. Many of the so-called self-inflicted wound" incidents were damaging to the reputation of the public figure, not to mention his or her safety, in incidents involving firearms accidents. In many cases, these actions opened the public figure to lawsuits filed by others.

	"As I lay on top of the back seat I noticed a portion of the president's head on the right rear side was missing, and he was bleeding profusely. Part of his brain was gone. I saw part of his skull with hair on it lying on the seat... There was blood and bits of brain all over the entire rear portion of the car."

U.S. Secret Service Special Agent Clint Hill, November 30, 1963, from his official report on the assassination of JFK 



Attacks on U.S. Presidents
(The cases analyzed for this category appear in Section 4.)
Note: In this section, unlike the others, we include cases that occurred prior to 1960.
Number: We examined 15 attacks or near-attacks of acting or former U.S. presidents. Two of the presidents were attacked twice (Kennedy and Ford).
Mortality: The target escaped unharmed in 60% of the attacks (Jackson, F. Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy, Nixon, Ford, Ford, Clinton, Bush). The target was killed in 27% of the attacks (Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy). The target was injured in 13% of the attacks (T. Roosevelt and Reagan). Combined, 40% of these attacks injured or killed the target.
Assailants: The attacks were carried out by a lone assailant in 93% of the cases. In only 7% was there more than one assailant (Truman).
Weapon: Firearms were used in 80% of the attacks. Handguns were used in 67% of the attacks (Jackson, Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, T. Roosevelt, F. Roosevelt, Truman, Ford, Ford, Reagan). Shoulder-fired weapons were used in only 13% of the attacks (Kennedy and Clinton). 13% utilized an explosive device (Kennedy, Bush). Only 1% used another weapon (airplane -- Nixon). None of the assailants used a knife or edged weapon. In those cases in which bullets were fired, the assailants fired a total of 67 bullets in 12 attacks, averaging 5.6 rounds per attack. The most bullets fired by assailants were 27 (Duran) and 17 (Collazo and Torresola). Excluding those two attacks, only 23 bullets were fired in 10 attacks, averaging 2.3 rounds per attack. In only 7% of the attacks did the bodyguards return fire, and there were 10 rounds of returned fire in that case (Truman).
Range: The attacks occurred at close range (fewer than 25 feet) in 62% of the attacks. The attacks were launched from more than 25 feet in 38% of the attacks. The longest ranges encountered were 263 feet (Oswald) and 238 feet (Duran). Two cases were not applicable, because an attack was not carried out (Pavlick and Byck).
Duration: Of the 12 attacks involving firearms, 83% were over within a few seconds. Only 17% of the attacks lasted longer than five seconds (Kennedy's attack took just over 6 seconds, and Truman's reportedly lasted just under three minutes). Two cases were not applicable, because no on-the-scene attack occurred (Pavlick and Byck).
Situation: The target was moving to or from a car or building (arrival or departure situations) in 40% of the attacks. The target was riding or seated in his car in 20% of the attacks. When these numbers are combined, the targets were in arrival or departure situations, or in cars 60% of the time. At the time of the attack, the target was in the White House, residence, or office 20% of the time (Truman, Nixon, Clinton). The target was at another location in 80% of the attacks. The attacks took place outdoors in 71% of the cases, and indoors in 29% of the cases.
STARS: It was possible to conclude that security actions or strategies benefited the protectee in 33% of these cases. Note, however, that protectors were not present at all attacks in presidential history, the Secret Service being given formal responsibility for presidential protection only after 1901. Most important, all instances of benefit from security actions or strategies in these cases arose as the result of Secret Service agents and Secret Service strategies.
Conclusions: Attacks on presidents most often fail to harm the target, and presidents are more often killed than injured. Attacks on presidents nearly always involve lone assailants. Attacks on presidents most often involve handguns. In most cases, an average of two to three shots are fired by the assailant and none are fired by the bodyguards. Attacks on presidents usually occur at close range (fewer than 25 feet), and from no greater than 263 feet away. Attacks on presidents are nearly always over within a few seconds. Attacks on presidents most often occur during arrival or departure situations, away from the White House, and in outdoor settings.





Section 1


Intentional Harm Cases
Was Hinckley's attack on President Reagan a success or failure? The president was not killed, so therefore the attempt failed. But he was struck with a bullet, which also means that the protective strategies failed to adequately protect him from harm. The answer to this question depends on your perspective.
In this section, we have listed situations that were either actual attacks or planned attacks in which steps were taken to carry out the plans. The first section looks at those lethal and near-lethal approaches in which the protectee was killed or injured. From a protective point of view, these are clear-cut failures. In the second section, a lethal approach was made, but the protectee escaped unharmed. The third section lists cases where some element of the protective plan precluded an attack from being carried out. Many of these are the clear-cut successes and exemplify what protection is all about. A fourth section examines a number of recent kidnappings.
Clearly, luck plays a role in many of the attempts where the protectee survived, but others in his entourage were killed or wounded. We have used the criteria "Did the protectee escape unharmed?" as the determining factor.





Section 1A: Successful Attacks within the United States
1. Date: September 20, 1958
 Target: Reverend Martin Luther King
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Izola Ware Curry approached King as he sat in a Manhattan department store, signing copies of his book. She stabbed him in the chest with a letter opener. She was also carrying an automatic pistol. He was rushed to a Harlem hospital and recovered from his wound. Curry was found unfit to stand trial and was sent to a mental facility.
2. Date: June 12, 1963
 Target: Civil Rights Leader Medgar Evers
 Location: Jackson, Mississippi
 Details: Evers arrived home late at night after attending a civil rights rally. Byron de la Beckwith shot him in the back as he got out of his car in the driveway. He died at the University Hospital in Jackson. A 1918 Enfield 30.06 rifle was found in nearby bushes and it was traced to Beckwith. After three trials, Beckwith was found guilty in 1994.
3. Date: April 10, 1963
 Target: General Edwin Walker (U.S. Army, retired)
 Location: Dallas, Texas
 Details: Walker was sitting at a desk in his dining room when Lee Harvey Oswald fired at him from less than one hundred feet away. The bullet struck the wooden frame of the window, which deflected its path. Walker was injured in the forearm by bullet fragments. Oswald had reportedly decided to assassinate Walker, an outspoken anti-communist critic, to mark his place in history. Oswald surveilled Walker for some weeks prior to the attack, taking pictures of Walker's home and nearby railroad tracks. He wrote a note to his wife, Marina, with instructions for her to follow in the event he was captured. Oswald ordered a Mannlicher-Carcano rifle through the mail, and later posed for two pictures in his backyard, holding the rifle. The Dallas Police were unable to develop any suspects in the Walker shooting, however after Oswald's arrest for the shooting of President Kennedy, his home was searched, and the note and photos were discovered. Ballistics tests matched his rifle to the Walker shooting.
4. Date: November 22, 1963
 Target: President John F. Kennedy
 Location: Dallas, Texas
 Details: Kennedy was riding in an open car through the streets of Dallas to attend political meetings. Three rounds from a Mannlicher-Carcano 6.5mm rifle were fired at Kennedy's car as it passed the Texas School Book Depository, where Oswald worked. According to the Warren Commission investigation, the first round missed, the second round struck Kennedy in the back, passed through him, then struck Texas Governor John Connally in the back, passed through his chest, through his wrist, coming to rest in his thigh, and the third round struck Kennedy in the head, causing a massive, fatal wound. Kennedy died on the scene but was rushed to Parkland Hospital, where he was declared dead. Oswald reportedly fled the Book Depository and later allegedly murdered a policeman before being arrested. The shots fired from the Texas School Book Depository covered a distance of 263 feet, the farthest distance from which anyone has harmed a U.S. President. Controversy has continued for four decades about the number of shots fired, the origin of shots, and the number of assailants.
5. Date: November 24, 1963
 Target: Prisoner Lee Harvey Oswald
 Location: Dallas, Texas
 Details: Oswald was being held for the assassination of President Kennedy and the murder of a Dallas police officer. He was being moved to a car parked in the basement of the police station. He had a police bodyguard on each arm and was being led past a crowd of reporters, who were jostling for position. A "barricade" consisted of a chalk line drawn on the floor. Other security personnel stood with their backs to the wall, watching Oswald, and blinded by TV lights and flashbulbs. Jack Ruby lunged through the crowd and shot Oswald in the stomach with a Colt .38 revolver. Oswald was rushed to the hospital, but died two hours later. Ruby was arrested and later died of cancer in prison.
6. Date: February 21, 1965
 Target: Civil Rights Leader Malcolm X
 Location: Harlem, New York
 Details: Malcolm X was delivering a speech to a crowd at the Audubon Ballroom. A scuffle broke out in the crowd and someone threw down a smoke bomb in the back of the room, drawing his bodyguards out of position. Thomas Hagan shot Malcom X in the chest with a double-barreled sawed-off shotgun, and he fell to the floor. Normal Butler and Thomas Johnson ran up and shot him several times with a .45 pistol and a 9mm Luger. As the gunmen fled, a bodyguard fired three shots, hitting Hagan in the leg, and he was captured. The others escaped, but were later captured. Malcolm X suffered 16 bullet wounds and died two hours later in surgery. Malcolm's home had been firebombed one week before his death.
7. Date: August 25, 1967
 Target: George Lincoln Rockwell, Founder of the American Nazi Party
 Location: Arlington, Virginia
 Details: Rockwell was backing out of a parking space at a shopping mall, having just left a coin-operated laundry. John Patler, atop the building, fired two shots from a Mauser rifle through the windshield of Rockwell's car, hitting him in the head and chest. Rockwell crawled out of his car and died. Police spotted Patler at a bus stop and he fled, but was captured. He was convicted, sent to prison, and paroled in 1975.
8. Date: April 4, 1968
 Target: Reverend Martin Luther King
 Location: Memphis, Tennessee
 Details: King stepped out of his room and paused on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel. James Earl Ray fired one shot from a 30.06 Remington 760 Gamemaster rifle with a Redfield 2x7 scope from a bathroom window at Bessie Brewer's rooming house about 300 feet away. The bullet struck King in the jaw, causing massive injuries. He was rushed to St. Joseph Hospital, where he died. TV coverage on the day before had pinpointed his location, and his entourage had refused police protection. Ray escaped and was captured on May 18 at Heathrow Airport in England. He died in prison in 1998. In December 1999, a Tennessee jury in a wrongful death lawsuit found that King was the victim of a murder conspiracy, not a lone gunman. The finding did not exonerate Ray, but simply said that others were involved.
9. Date: June 3, 1968
 Target: Filmmaker Andy Warhol
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Warhol was working at his film studio, known as The Factory, when Valerie Solanis, an actress who had appeared in one of Warhol's films pulled a .32 pistol out of her bag and began shooting. She fired at Warhol three times, hitting him once in the right side. One other person was also hit. Warhol was later pronounced dead at the hospital, but doctors continued to work and saved him. Solanis fled the scene, but later surrendered to a policeman on the street. She was committed to a mental hospital.
10. Date: June 5, 1968
 Target: Presidential Candidate (Senator) Robert F. Kennedy
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: Kennedy finished addressing a large crowd in the Ambassador Hotel and walked off stage toward the hotel's kitchen, through which he was to exit the ballroom. His protectors were two famous athletes, and they were trailing Kennedy. Sirhan Sirhan had read Kennedy's schedule in the newspaper and was waiting in the pantry when Kennedy was led through by a headwaiter. Sirhan opened fire with an Iver Johnson .22 revolver, striking Kennedy four times. Five other bystanders were also wounded. Due to the crowd, it took 17 minutes to evacuate Kennedy to an ambulance. He died 25 hours later.
11. Date: August 12, 1969
 Target: William Lennon, Father of the Lennon Sisters
 Location: Marina del Rey, California
 Details: Chet Young confronted Lennon at his car in the parking lot at work. He shot Lennon with a .303 rifle in the back as he was running away, then again in the temple. Young was an obsessive fan of Lennon's daughters and had stalked them for seven years. He had earlier threatened to kill President Lyndon Johnson and was arrested by the Secret Service.
12. Date: November 25, 1970
 Target: Municipal Court Judge James N. Colasonto
 Location: Alexandria, Virginia
 Details: Colasonto answered a knock on his front door around 7:00 a.m. and was shot five times. He died two days later. The shooter, Theobalt Magnini, called a local radio reporter to confess. He later committed suicide. Magnini explained that he had held a grudge against the judge for five years. Court records showed that in 1966, Magnini issued a summons against a neighbor for maintaining a vicious dog. The judge ruled that city ordinances prohibited such a classification unless the dog had bitten two people. He suggested the proper charge was running at large, but Magnini did not pursue it. In January 1969, Magnini again appeared before the judge on a traffic ticket, which the judge dismissed. A recent issue of Washingtonian magazine described Colasonto as an inferior judge. A week before the shooting, Magnini's wife and daughter moved out of the house. The vicious dog was a Chihuahua.
13. Date: May 15, 1972 
 Target: Presidential Candidate & Alabama Governor George Wallace
 Location: Laurel, Maryland
 Details: Wallace was working a rope line at a political rally when Arthur Bremer opened fire with a .38 revolver. Wallace was wounded four times, along with Secret Service Agent Nick Zarvos and Alabama State Police Captain E. C. Dothard, who were both on his security detail. Bremer was arrested, convicted, and served 35 years in prison. (1-STARS: Management of the incident immediately after the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
14. Date: November 4, 1974
 Target: Magistrate Judge Joseph J. Crescente
 Location: Wanaque, New Jersey
 Details: While presiding over night court, Crescente was killed by a sniper. Four teenage boys were charged in the shooting. One of the boys had been ordered from the courtroom earlier that evening for creating a disturbance. The boys discussed burning a police car, but decided to shoot the judge instead. The shooter fired twice through the courtroom window, hitting the judge in the back.
15. Date: September 21, 1976
 Target: Chilean Ambassador Orlando Letelier
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Letelier was being driven to work when a remote-controlled limpet mine under his car exploded, killing him and passenger Ronni Moffitt. Two Cubans who were tailing Letelier's car detonated the bomb using a radio pager as an initiator.
16. Date: March 6, 1978
 Target: Magazine Publisher Larry Flynt
 Location: Lawrenceville, Georgia
 Details: Flynt was walking into the courthouse for his highly publicized trial on obscenity charges. A sniper's bullet struck lawyer Gene Reeves in the arm. A second shot struck Flynt in the stomach. Flynt required more than a dozen surgeries to save his life, but he was paralyzed from the waist down. The shooting of Flynt was one of more than 20 shootings in 12 states over a three-year period by Joseph Paul Franklin, a rare non-professional serial assassin. The shooting spree was against people that Franklin viewed as promoting "race mixing." Franklin is currently in prison, though he was never charged with the Flynt shooting. (See also Case #22.)
17. Date: November 21, 1978
 Target: Assistant U.S. Attorney James Kerr
 Location: San Antonio, Texas
 Details: Kerr led the investigation into the Chagra family's connection to a drug smuggling operation out of Mexico. As he drove to work, he pulled up behind a panel van. Seeing the barrel of a rifle emerging from the back window, Kerr dove under the dashboard just as his windshield erupted from a spray of bullets. He was slightly injured by glass cuts.
18. Date: November 28, 1978
 Target: Mayor George Moscone & City Supervisor Harvey Milk
 Location: San Francisco, California
 Details: Former policeman Dan White entered city hall by climbing through a cellar window to avoid the magnetometers in the lobby. He went to Moscone's office and demanded to be reinstated to his city supervisor position. When Moscone refused, White shot him five times with a .38 revolver. White then reloaded and went to Milk's office, and shot him five times. Both men died instantly. White was convicted of manslaughter in a controversial trial. He was released in January 1984, and committed suicide in October 1985.
19. Date: December 21, 1978
 Target: Assistant U.S. Attorney Barry Leibowitz
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Leibowitz was shot in the courthouse parking lot at mid-morning. Two men in a car drove up to him and the passenger fired twice with a .22. The first shot sliced off Leibowitz's tie, the second shot hit near his hip. The assailant escaped. Liebowitz was prosecuting a large drug case involving Robert Willie Young. The shooting may have been to scare the witnesses.
20. Date: May 29, 1979
 Target: Federal Judge John Wood
 Location: San Antonio, Texas
 Details: Wood was shot to death by a sniper round while he was getting in his car at his home. Charles Harrelson, a killer-for-hire, later confessed to the shooting. A drug dealer whose case Wood was to hear had promised Harrelson $250,000. Harrelson was sent to prison for life.
21. Date: March 14, 1980
 Target: Former Congressman Allard Lowenstein
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Lowenstein was shot to death in his law office by Dennis Sweeney, a former acquaintance. Sweeney, a civil rights volunteer in Lowenstein's voter registration drives in Mississippi in the mid-1960s, fired five bullets into the congressman, then waited for police to arrive. During his trial, Sweeney testified that Lowenstein and others in the CIA controlled him through radio receivers planted in his teeth. He was diagnosed as a paranoid schizophrenic and found not guilty by reason of insanity.
22. Date: May 29, 1980
 Target: Civil Rights Leader Vernon Jordan
 Location: Ft. Wayne, Indiana
 Details: Jordan stepped out of his car on the parking lot of his hotel. Joseph Paul Franklin, a white separatist, fired two shots from a Remington model 700 .30-06 rifle from a sniper's lair in a grassy area near the hotel, striking Jordan in the back and right thigh. He was rushed to the hospital, and survived his wounds. Franklin escaped, but was later arrested and indicted on numerous sniper shootings, including Jordan's.
23. Date: June 10, 1980
 Target: United Airlines President Percy Wood
 Location: Lake Forest, Illinois
 Details: A package bomb postmarked Chicago and disguised as the novel "Ice Brothers" exploded when opened by Wood at his home. Wood suffered injuries to his hands, face, and thighs. Weeks before, he had received a letter telling him that he would be receiving a book that all business executives should read. The initials "FC" was found etched on a piece of pipe left from the bomb. It was the fourth bomb in the Unabomber case.
24. Date: December 8, 1980
 Target: Musician John Lennon
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Mark David Chapman shot Lennon in the back five times with a .38 revolver. Lennon had just arrived home at his apartment and was entering the building. When he had left the building earlier that day, he paused and autographed Chapman's record album. Chapman reportedly considered attacking President Reagan, Hawaii Governor Ariyoshi, Johnny Carson, Elizabeth Taylor, and Senator Edward Kennedy. (Some reports indicate he tried to encounter Johnny Carson at New York's Intercontinental Hotel.)
25. Date: March 30, 1981 
 Target: President Ronald Reagan
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Reagan was attending a function at the Washington Hilton Hotel. As he emerged from the building and walked toward his limousine, John W. Hinckley Jr. opened fire with a Rohm RG-14 .22 revolver, firing six shots in 1.8 seconds from fifteen feet away. Reagan was wounded in the left side by a bullet, which bounced off the side of his armored limousine. Security personnel overpowered Hinckley. Rapid Secret Service response saved him from greater injury, and immediate transportation to the hospital after the shooting saved him from death. During the attack, a Secret Service agent was wounded in the abdomen, a police officer was struck in the neck, and Reagan's press aide was struck in the forehead. All survived. Hinckley was found not guilty by reason of insanity and placed in a mental hospital. Hinckley had also stalked President Carter at a political rally the previous year, and had considered killing himself at the scene of John Lennon's murder. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival)
26. Date: January 28, 1982
 Target: Turkish Consul Kemal Arikan
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: Two Armenian gunmen assassinated Arikan in his automobile while he was waiting at an intersection. The Armenian extremist group JCAG claimed responsibility. One of the assassins, Hampig Sassounian, was arrested shortly thereafter. Sassounian's accomplice, believed to be Krikor Saliba, escaped to Beirut.
27. Date: March 15, 1982
 Target: Actress Theresa Saldana
 Location: West Hollywood, California
 Details: Arthur Jackson flew from Scotland to America, and spent a year hunting down Saldana. He became obsessed with Saldana after seeing her in the movie Defiance in 1981. He had traveled through several states seeking unsuccessfully to buy a gun, and had to settle on using a knife. Staking out her home, Jackson approached Saldana when she walked to her car, and stabbed her ten times. He was stopped from completing the murder by a passerby named Jeff Fenn, who later became a Sheriff's Deputy. Saldana survived the attack.
28. Date: May 4, 1982
 Target: Turkish Consul Arhan Gunduz
 Location: Somerville, Massachusetts
 Details: A man with a .357 revolver shot Gunduz to death as he was driving home. Gunduz always took the same route home and the gunman waited where Gunduz had to slow down to turn a corner.
29. Date: May 31, 1982
 Target: Mayor A. J. Rumely
 Location: LaPorte, Indiana
 Details: Harold Lang broke into the home of Rumely and shot him and his wife while they slept. She died almost immediately, but the mayor did not pass away until November 25. Lang had been fired a month earlier from his job at the city sewage plant. He was arrested and pleaded "guilty but mentally ill."
30. Date: October 21, 1983
 Target: Judge Henry Gentile
 Location: Chicago, Illinois
 Details: Hutchie Moore, a former policeman confined to a wheelchair, shot and killed Gentile during a divorce property hearing. Moore also killed his wife's attorney. The wife had left the hearing room moments earlier. Moore hid the pistol under a blanket covering his lap. He was arrested.
31. Date: June 18, 1984
 Target: Radio Celebrity Alan Berg
 Location: Denver, Colorado
 Details: Four neo-Nazi gunmen from a group called The Order opened fire with silenced MAC-10 submachine guns, killing him. Berg had arrived home at night and was getting out of his car. The gunmen had signed a declaration of war against the U.S. government and had a hit list that included Henry Kissinger, David Rockefeller, and TV producer/political activist Norman Lear. (In Lear's case, it is believed the group actually surveilled his home.)
32. Date: December 11, 1985
 Target: Businessman Hugh Scrutton
 Location: Sacramento, California
 Details: Scrutton stopped on his way to lunch to remove what looked to be a road hazard in the parking lot behind his computer rental store. The object, actually a bomb filled with nails, exploded. It ripped Scrutton's chest open and penetrated his heart with shrapnel, killing him. It was the eleventh bomb in the Unabomber case.
33. Date: November 18, 1986
 Target: District Attorney William Weissich
 Location: San Rafael, California
 Details: Malcolm Schlette was convicted of arson by DA Weissich in 1955. Schlette vowed revenge. While in prison, Schlette continued to talk about killing the prosecutor. Once out of prison, he continued his threatening comments, which were not reported to Weissich. Schlette also put together an arsenal. He was arrested for violating probation and for violating federal gun laws, but released on probation again. On 11/18/86, Schlette shot and killed Weissich, now in private practice, at his office. Schlette later committed suicide by swallowing poison.
34. Date: July 18, 1989
 Target: Actress Rebecca Schaeffer
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: Robert Bardo had stalked two famous female singers, but was not able to successfully encounter one, and was deterred by security personnel with the second. He became obsessed with Schaeffer and decided to kill her. He obtained a ticket to see her TV show being taped, attended the taping carrying a knife, and sought to encounter her as she drove away from the studio. Unsuccessful, he obtained her home address through a private investigator. Bardo rang the bell at her apartment building, and Schaeffer came to the building door. They spoke briefly, and Bardo left. About a half hour later, he returned, and again, Schaeffer came to the door. This time, Bardo shot her once in the chest with a .357 revolver, killing her. He fled, and was later arrested.
35. Date: December 16, 1989
 Target: Federal Judge Robert Vance
 Location: Mt. Brook, Alabama
 Details: Federal appeals Judge Robert Vance, thinking a fellow judge had sent him some law journals to his home address, opened the package. It exploded, killing him and seriously injuring his wife. Walter LeRoy Moody, the bomber, also mailed three other bombs. One killed a civil rights attorney in Savannah, one was intercepted at the NAACP office in Jacksonville, and the last was intercepted at the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals Courthouse.
36. Date: December 22, 1989
 Target: Circuit Judge John Corderman
 Location: Hagerstown, Maryland
 Details: Corderman was seriously injured in the abdomen and hand while opening a package containing a pipe bomb, which was delivered to his home. The judge was known as strict and often imposed maximum sentences.
37. Date: November 5, 1990
 Target: Jewish Leader Meir Kahane
 Location: Manhattan, New York
 Details: After Kahane made a speech in the Marriott Hotel to supporters he began signing books. Sayyid Nosair, an Arab extremist, rushed to the podium and shot Kahane twice with a .357 revolver. Kahane grabbed his throat as one bullet entered his neck. Nosair fled the scene, shooting a supporter who attempted to stop him. His getaway driver, Mahmud Abouhalima, was supposed to be waiting in his cab outside, but police had ordered him away. Nosair jumped in another cab and pulled away from the hotel, but the driver spotted his gun and stopped. Nosair fled on foot until he encountered U.S. Postal Inspector Carlos Acosta. Seeing Nosair's gun, Acosta drew his own, but was shot in the shoulder by Nosair. Acosta then shot Nosair in the neck. Both Acosta and Nosair survived, but Kahane died. In December 1991, Nosair was acquitted on the murder charge of Kahane in a controversial verdict, but found guilty of gun possession and assaulting Acosta.
38. Date: January 12, 1991
 Target: Reverend Al Sharpton
 Location: Brooklyn, New York
 Details: A man lunged out of a crowd during a protest march and stabbed Sharpton in the chest with a five-inch kitchen knife. Police tackled the man and arrested him. Sharpton was hospitalized.
39. Date: May 5, 1992
 Target: District Judge Lawrence Jahnke
 Location: Grand Forks, North Dakota
 Details: Jahnke was shot and wounded in his courtroom by Ruben Larson, who had been subpoenaed for not paying child support. After being called to testify, Larson pulled a gun as he approached the witness stand. He fired twice, hitting the judge in the abdomen.
40. Date: July 1, 1992
 Target: Appellate Judges John Hill and Clyde Ashworth
 Location: Ft. Worth, Texas
 Details: Attorney George Lott pulled a 9mm pistol and fired on a courtroom, killing two lawyers, one of them the Assistant District Attorney, and wounding two judges. Lott was upset at the custody arrangements for his son. One of the judges in the courtroom had issued the order. He fled the courthouse and later surrendered at a TV station.
41. Date: August 12, 1992
 Target: Drug Prosecutor Eric Stonecipher
 Location: Riley, Kansas
 Details: Stonecipher was driving to a court hearing on a drug case. A gunman, disguised with a ski mask and sitting in the bed of a pickup truck fired five rifle shots as the truck passed Stonecipher's car. He was shot in the arm. Three bullets hit the headrest. One bullet bounced off his prosecutor's badge.
42. Date: March 10, 1993
 Target: Dr. David Gunn
 Location: Pensacola, Florida
 Details: Gunn arrived at the Pensacola Women's Medical Services, where he performed legal abortions. He parked in back of the clinic to avoid the protestors out front. As he got out of his car, Michael Griffin pulled out a revolver, and shot Gunn three times in the back. Gunn was rushed to a hospital, but died in surgery. Griffin surrendered to police and was convicted of murder.
43. Date: June 22, 1993
 Target: Dr. Charles Epstein
 Location: Tiburon, California
 Details: A bomb injured Epstein, a world-renowned geneticist at the University of California, San Francisco, when he opened a package mailed to his home. He suffered a broken arm, severe abdominal injuries, and the loss of several fingers on his right hand. The return address on the package was that of the chairman of the chemistry department at California State University, Sacramento. It was the thirteenth bomb in the Unabomber case.
44. Date: June 24, 1993
 Target: Scientist David Gelernter
 Location: New Haven, Connecticut
 Details: Gelernter lost sight in one eye, hearing in one ear, and part of his right hand when he opened a package bomb mailed to his office. The explosion also wounded him in the chest. The parcel's return address was that of a computer science professor at California State University, Sacramento. Gelernter reportedly dragged himself from his office, down five flights of stairs to the university medical clinic a block away. A few hours later, an anonymous caller phoned the hospital where Gelernter's psychiatrist brother, Joel, worked, warning, "You are next." It was the fourteenth bomb in the Unabomber case.
45. Date: August 5, 1993
 Target: Federal Court Officials
 Location: Topeka, Kansas
 Details: Gary McKnight got on an elevator in the underground garage of the Frank Carlson Federal Building. He was armed with three pistols and several pipe bombs. He got off at the 4th floor and opened fire with a pistol, killing one court security officer and wounding a civilian. McKnight stormed through the courthouse, firing guns and tossing pipe bombs, wounding another civilian. He then shot himself in the head and fell on a pipe bomb, which exploded. McKnight was due to be sentenced that day on federal drug charges.
46. Date: May 29, 1994 
 Target: Islamic Leader Khallid Muhammad
 Location: Riverside, California
 Details: A former Nation of Islam member shot Muhammad with a 9mm pistol, also hitting four bodyguards and a bystander. The gunman was wrestled to the ground. Police found two more 9mm pistols in his backpack, and a scoped rifle in his car. All those shot survived the attack. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
47. Date: July 29, 1994
 Target: Doctor John Britton
 Location: Pensacola, Florida
 Details: Britton arrived at the Pensacola Ladies Medical Center, where he performed legal abortions. Due to the assassination of Dr. Gunn at another clinic, and death threats to Dr. Britton, Dr. Britton was wearing a bullet-resistant vest when he passed through a crowd of protestors. He was accompanied by an armed escort, an elderly retired Air Force Colonel and his wife. As they drove past protest leader Paul Hill, he opened fire with a shotgun, shooting through the truck window. The retired Colonel was shot in the head and killed. Britton attempted to grab his bodyguard's pistol, but Hill shot him in the head and killed him. The Colonel's wife was seriously wounded, but survived. Hill put down the gun and surrendered to nearby police. He was convicted of murder and was executed in 2003.
48. Date: December 10, 1994
 Target: Advertising Executive Thomas Mosser
 Location: North Caldwell, New Jersey
 Details: Mosser prepared to go Christmas tree shopping with his wife and daughters. In the kitchen of his home, he opened a package roughly the size and shape of two videocassettes, setting off a fatal explosion. Mosser's family was home, but they were unharmed. Months later, the Unabomber took responsibility for the package, claiming that Mosser was targeted for his public relations firm's work for Exxon Corporation, the company whose tanker spilled oil in Alaska's Prince William Sound. It was the fifteenth bomb in the Unabomber case.
49. Date: April 1, 1995
 Target: Singer Selena Perez
 Location: Corpus Christi, Texas
 Details: Yolanda Saldivar shot Selena once in the back with a .38 revolver, killing her. She then locked herself in her truck and held police at bay for nine hours, until she surrendered. Saldivar had been president of Selena's fan club.
50. Date: April 12, 1995
 Target: Mayor Fred Neblick
 Location: Cove, Arkansas
 Details: A man drove to city hall on his riding lawn mower and shot and killed Neblick. The man was upset over a $15.55 water bill.
51. Date: April 24, 1995
 Target: Timber Association President Gilbert Murray
 Location: Sacramento, California
 Details: A package mailed to the California Forestry Association, too difficult for the office receptionist to open, was handed over to Murray. The parcel exploded when opened, killing Murray with a force so great it pushed nails from the walls of other offices in the same building. The package was addressed to Murray's predecessor, William Dennison, and bore the return address of Closet Dimensions, a custom furniture company in Oakland, California. It was the sixteenth bomb in the Unabomber case.
52. Date: August 8, 1996
 Target: Rap Singer Tupac Shakur
 Location: Las Vegas, Nevada
 Details: Gunmen in a Cadillac pulled alongside Shakur's BMW and opened fire, hitting him three times in the chest. A record executive was also hit in the head. Doctor's removed Shakur's right lung in surgery, but he died on September 13. He was shot five times while being robbed in November 1994.
53. Date: March 9, 1997
 Target: Rap Singer B.I.G. (Christopher Wallace)
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: Drive-by gunmen sprayed Wallace's GMC Suburban as he was parked outside the Peterson Automotive Museum, where he had attended a party. He was rushed to a hospital, but died en route.
54. Date: March 27, 1997
 Target: 1994 Beauty Queen Shelly Lehman
 Location: Republic, Missouri
 Details: A man forced his way into Lehman's home and assaulted her. When police arrived, he was pistol-whipping her. They ordered the man to drop the gun, but when he pointed it at them, they killed him. He was the son of a police detective and Lehman had never met him.
55. Date: April 8, 1997
 Target: Circuit Judge George Miller
 Location: Urbana, Illinois
 Details: John Ewing Jr., wearing a hood, walked into the Champaign County courtroom during a medical malpractice trial, took out a bottle with a wick, lit it, and threw it at the bench. It started a fire that gutted the courtroom. Miller suffered a head cut, and three others had minor injuries. Ewing escaped. There are no metal detectors in the courtroom and there is controversy over whether to install them. Ewing was later arrested. Miller had dismissed a civil suit that Ewing had filed against the Jewel grocery chain in 1988. He had filed unsuccessful claims against the FBI and CIA, claiming they are using the University of Illinois super computer to control his mind.
56. Date: July 15, 1997
 Target: Fashion Designer Gianni Versace
 Location: Miami Beach, Florida
 Details: Andrew Cunanan shot Versace with a .40 caliber Taurus pistol on the front steps of his mansion as he was walking back from a nearby cafe he visited each morning. Cunanan was wanted in other murders across the U.S. He shot and killed himself in a houseboat two miles from Versace's home on July 24, as police surrounded the area.
57. Date: August 13, 1997
 Target: County Supervisor Mary Rose Wilcox
 Location: Phoenix, Arizona
 Details: A man sat in the audience at a public meeting to argue a sales tax proposal. When Wilcox left, the man chased after her, holding a paper bag. A security guard tried to stop the man as he fired a pistol in the bag, striking Wilcox in the pelvis. Wilcox was widely criticized for supporting the tax and had received death threats.
58. Date: August 19, 1997
 Target: Judge Vickie Bunnell
 Location: Columbia, New Hampshire
 Details: Carl Drega was pulled over by Trooper Scott Phillips because there was too much rust on his pickup. Drega wounded Phillips with an assault rifle, and then killed Trooper Leslie Lord as he arrived at the scene. He then shot Phillips four times at point-blank range with a pistol, took his bullet-resistant vest, and left in his squad car. He drove to the News and Sentinel building, where Bunnel's office was located. She spotted Drega and ran toward the back door, but he shot five times, killing her. Editor Dennis Joos tried to stop him, but Drega shot him eight times. Drega drove off, set fire to his home, and went searching for a neighbor, who was not home. He drove into Vermont and fired at Game Officer Wayne Saunders, but the bullet hit his badge. Driving on, he set up an ambush on the squad car. Two Vermont troopers arrived, but their K-9 alerted to the ambush and they took cover as Drega opened fire. He wounded Border Patrolman John Pfeifer in the chest, New Hampshire Trooper Jeffrey Caulder in the pelvis, and Trooper Robert Haase in the foot. The 45-minute gun battle ended when officers shot Drega in the head. Drega had an ongoing feud with officials over zoning and other property issues. He repeatedly threatened people, including Bunnell, carried a shotgun, and fired on anyone who came near his property. Police found on his property: 650 pounds of ammonium nitrate, a system of tunnels and booby traps, bomb-making manuals, thousands of armor-piercing rounds, 20 pounds of gunpowder, fuses, 86 pipe bombs, rifles, a night scope, and 11 gallons of an explosive compound.
59. Date: October 19, 1998
 Target: Senator Tommy Burks
 Location: Monterey, Tennessee
 Details: Byron Looper, the county property assessor, shot Burks once in the head and killed him. Looper was running for Burks' Senate seat. Burks' body was found on his farm.
60. Date: October 23, 1998
 Target: Dr. Barnett Slepian
 Location: Amherst, New York
 Details: Slepian and his wife were in their kitchen when James Charles Kopp fired a single rifle shot through the window, hitting Slepian in the back and killing him. The 7.62mm bullet was fired from a Russian SKS assault weapon from 35 yards away. Kopp escaped and was on the FBI's ten most-wanted list until his capture in 2001. He was convicted of Slepian's murder, and admitted to scouting the Slepian neighborhood approximately six times before the shooting. Kopp was a suspect in six sniper shootings of abortion doctors at their homes in Canada and the U.S. between 1994 and 1997.
61. Date: October 19, 1999
 Target: Judge Linda K. M. Ludgate
 Location: Reading, Pennsylvania
 Details: Ludgate suffered a broken arm, nose and facial bone when she was punched and kicked in the head. Defendant Derrick Neidig pushed past two deputies and rushed the bench after Ludgate said he could be committed to a mental health facility. He was finally subdued after five probation officers and city police present in the courtroom on other cases grabbed him as Ludgate lay unconscious. He was charged with assaulting Ludgate, who said the attack might have been prevented if there had been more guards.
62. Date: December 15, 2000
 Target: Sheriff-elect Derwin Brown
 Location: DeKalb, Georgia
 Details: Brown was shot 15 times with a Tec-9 handgun as he arrived home, and died on the scene. Defeated incumbent, former DeKalb County Sheriff Sidney Dorsey, was convicted of ordering Brown's assassination. Dorsey reportedly ordered the killing to obstruct an expected probe into corruption occurring during his own tenure as sheriff.
63. Date: July 23, 2003
 Target: City Councilman James Davis
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Othniel Askew, a former political opponent, entered Davis's office and asked if they could go to City Hall together, where Davis planned to introduce legislation on workplace violence. Davis agreed and escorted Askew around the metal detector, which council members and their guests were sometimes allowed to do. As they stood on the crowded balcony of City Hall, Askew pulled a .40 caliber pistol and shot Davis several times in the torso. A plainclothes policeman then opened fire on Askew, shooting him five times. Both men died. Davis, a former policeman, was carrying a licensed pistol, but did not have time to draw it. Hours before the attack, Askew called the FBI and claimed that Davis had offered him $45,000 to drop out as a political rival and threatened his family if he did not.
64. Date: December 8, 2004
 Target: Guitarist "Dimebag" Darrell Abbott
 Location: Columbus, Ohio
 Details: As heavy metal band Damageplan performed at the Alrosa Villa nightclub, Nathan Gale reportedly charged the stage and gunned down four people, including Abbott, before a policeman fatally shot him. The violence came just after the opening notes by the band formed by Abbott and his brother, drummer Vinnie Paul Abbott, after they left the band Pantera. Gale reportedly dodged two band members, grabbed Darrell Abbott and shot him at least three times in the head with a 9mm pistol. In less than five minutes, Gale had also killed club employee Erin Halk, fan Nathan Bray, and band bodyguard Jeff Thompson. Two other band employees, Chris Paluska and John Brooks, were wounded. Responding police officers found Gale holding a hostage in a headlock. One officer shot Gale in the face with his shotgun, killing him. Gale had 35 rounds of ammunition remaining when he died. Gale was reportedly obsessed with the popular heavy metal band and made bizarre accusations that Damageplan band members had stolen his music. When he played offensive line for the semi-pro Lima Thunder football team, Gale reportedly psyched himself up before games by piping Pantera into his headphones. He had had minor run-ins with police since 1997 but wasn't considered a troublemaker. Gale had served with the 2nd Marine Division at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina until November 2003, when he was reportedly discharged after less than half of the typical four-year stint. A few hours before the shooting, Gale reportedly had showed up at Marysville's Bears Den Tattoo Studio, where he often stared at people and forced them into conversations about heavy metal music.
65. Date: August 28, 2005
 Target: Rap Mogul Suge Knight
 Location: Miami Beach, Florida
 Details: Knight was shot once in the upper right leg shortly after midnight at a star-studded MTV party at the Shore Club hotel. Several witnesses said Knight was sitting at a VIP table when a man walked up and opened fire. No one else was injured. Screaming guests fled the party, streaming outside or taking cover in other parts of the hotel. Knight was hospitalized in good condition and scheduled for surgery to remove a bullet from his leg and repair a broken bone. A police report described the shooter only as a black male wearing a pink shirt.





Section 1B: Successful Attacks outside the United States
66. Date: April 9, 1960
 Target: Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd
 Location: Johannesburg, South Africa
 Details: Verwoerd was attending a prize cattle show and had just delivered a speech. A man rushed to the podium and fired twice with a .32 automatic. Verwoerd was rushed to the hospital for surgery and survived. The gunman was declared insane. He killed himself in his cell in 1961. Asked in 1962 if he was afraid of another attack, Verwoerd stated he was not and he didn't believe anyone wanted to kill him. He was assassinated in 1966.
67. Date: June 24, 1960
 Target: President Romulo Betancourt
 Location: Caracus, Venezuela
 Details: A car bomb with 60 pounds of ANFO explosive was detonated by remote control as Betancourt's car went past, throwing it onto a grassy median. An aide and a bystander were killed, and the car burst into flames. Betancourt was burned, but survived.
68. Date: August 29, 1960
 Target: Premier Hazza Majali
 Location: Amman, Jordan
 Details: Majali was sitting behind his desk when a bomb exploded inside a desk drawer, killing him and 11 others.
69. Date: October 12, 1960
 Target: Socialist Party Chairman Inejiro Asanuma
 Location: Japan
 Details: At a televised debate event with 3,000 people in attendance, Asanuma s debating the Prime Minister Ikeda. Suddenly Otoya Yamaguchi, a right-wing student, rushed onto the stage from the wings wielding a short Japanese samurai sword. At first some bystanders thought it was a brown stick. Before anyone could react, he stabbed Asanuma twice in the chest. Yamaguchi was immediately captured by aides, and Asanuma died en route to the hospital. Less than a month later, Yamagushi hanged himself in his jail cell.
70. Date: May 30, 1961
 Target: Dictator Rafael Trujillo
 Location: Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
 Details: Trujillo was being driven to visit one of his mistresses when a car filled with dissidents pulled alongside and opened fire. Trujillo was wounded and ordered his driver to stop. Both vehicles stopped and Trujillo fired his revolver at the other car, while his chauffeur fired a submachine gun. Trujillo was killed, and then stuffed into the trunk of the other car. The car was abandoned with his body inside. The assassins were eventually captured, tortured, and murdered.
71. Date: June 21, 1966
 Target: Australian Labour Party leader Arthur Calwell
 Location: Sydney, Australia
 Calwell addressed an anti-conscription rally at Mosman Town Hall in Sydney. As Calwell was leaving the meeting and just as his car was about to drive off, Peter Kocan approached the passenger side of the vehicle and fired a sawed-off .22 rifle at Calwell at point-blank range. Fortunately for Calwell, the closed window deflected and slowed the bullet, which lodged harmlessly in his coat lapel, and he sustained only minor facial injuries from broken glass. Kocan was sentenced to life imprisonment and placed in an asylum for the criminally insane.
72. Date: September 6, 1966
 Target: Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd
 Location: Capetown, South Africa
 Details: As Verwoerd sat presiding over parliament, he was stabbed to death by a page pretending to deliver a message. The page was later judged to be insane.
73. Date: August 28, 1968
 Target: U.S. Envoy John Gordon Mein
 Location: Guatemala
 Details: Mein was returning to the embassy from a luncheon when two vehicles forced his car to stop. Several armed youths ordered Mein out and, when he fled on foot, they shot and killed him with machine gun and pistol fire. His chauffeur was not hurt.
74. Date: June 9, 1970
 Target: King Hussein
 Location: Amman, Jordan
 Details: While en route to his summer palace, gunmen opened fire on Hussein's motorcade. Hussein was wounded by gunfire along with five others; one bodyguard died. Reportedly, the king jumped out of his car and fired back at the attackers. It was one of six failed attempts on his life.
75. Date: November 27, 1970 
 Target: Pope Paul VI
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: The Pope was exiting his aircraft at the airport when Benjamin Mendoza, dressed in gray clerical clothing and holding a crucifix, approached him. Mendoza then drew a foot-long dagger from the crucifix and lunged in, stabbing the Pope in the chest, causing a minor wound. Bodyguards grabbed and disarmed him. Despite the wound, the Pope continued with his schedule. Mendoza was convicted and spent 28 months in prison. He was deported to Bolivia in 1974. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
76. Date: 1971
 Target: Author Alexander Solzhenitsyn
 Location: Rostov-on-Don, Russia
 Details: Shortly after winning the 1970 Nobel Prize for literature, Solzhenitsyn was targeted by the KGB for assassination. While Solzhenitsyn stood at a department store counter, a KGB agent stabbed him with a poison-laced needle. Solzhenitsyn didn't feel the stick, but later broke out in severe burns and was treated by doctors for "a severe allergic reaction." The poison failed to kill him and he did not learn of the plot until 1992.
77. Date: April 7, 1971
 Target: Yugoslav Ambassador Vladimir Rolovic
 Location: Stockholm, Sweden
 Details: Two Croatian terrorists entered the embassy on the pretext of obtaining passports. They shot and killed Rolovic, and wounded his secretary.
78. Date: November 28, 1971
 Target: Premier Wasfi Tell
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: Tell was shot to death by three Black September terrorists, while entering the Sheraton Hotel. A foreign minister and a bodyguard were also killed.
79. Date: December 7, 1972 
 Target: First Lady Imelda Marcos
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Marcos was handing out awards to individuals as they crossed the stage. Carlito Dimaali, dressed in a dark suit while the other award recipients were dressed in white, walked onto stage and pulled a 12-inch-long bolo knife out of his sleeve and attacked her, cutting her arms. Two other people were wounded: Congressman Jose Aspiras suffered a deep head wound, and event official Linda Amor Robles received a deep wound in the back. Security men overpowered Dimaali and shot him to death. Marcos was evacuated to a helicopter and flown to be a nearby hospital, where her arms received over 70 stitches. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
80. Date: March 10, 1973
 Target: Governor Richard Sharples
 Location: Hamilton, Bermuda
 Details: Sharples was shot to death while walking his dog outside the governor's residence. An aide-de-camp, Captain Hugh Sayers, was also killed. Six members of the Black Beret Cadre were later arrested and two were eventually convicted of the assassination. They were hanged in December 1977.
81. Date: November 22, 1973
 Target: Ford Motor Company General Manager John Swint
 Location: Cordoba, Argentina
 Details: Swint was being driven to work when fifteen well-dressed ERP terrorists blocked the road and opened fire with automatic weapons. Swint and two bodyguards were killed, and another was wounded.
82. Date: December 20, 1973
 Target: Prime Minister Luis Carrero Blanco
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: Blanco was being driven to church at 9:30 a.m., riding in his armored 1973 Dodge Dart with his driver and two bodyguards. They were followed by another car with a driver and two more bodyguards. It was a trip they routinely made every day. The terrorist group ETA had rented a basement apartment along the route and dug a T-shaped tunnel, which extended out under the street. They then packed the top of the "T" with three explosive charges, totaling about 1,200 pounds of TNT. An Austin car was double-parked to force Blanco's car to drive directly over the charges. As his car approached, a lookout signaled the triggerman. Blanco's car was blown over a five-story church. It struck the roof, bounced over, and landed on its side on a second-floor balcony, located on the opposite side of the building. All the occupants were killed. Several ETA terrorists were later arrested.
83. Date: August 19, 1974
 Target: U.S. Ambassador Rodger Davies
 Location: Nicosia, Cyprus
 Details: Davies and his Greek Cypriot secretary were shot and killed by snipers during a demonstration outside the U.S. Embassy.
84. Date: March 15, 1975
 Target: King Faisal
 Location: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
 Details: Faisal was in a receiving line at a palace celebration when his nephew, Prince Faisal Musad Abdel Aziza, approached him. King Faisal bowed his head so that Aziza could kiss his nose, according to custom. Instead, Aziza pulled a pistol and shot the king three times in the face. Security guards overpowered Aziza. In June, Aziza was beheaded and buried in an unmarked grave.
85. Date: November 27, 1975
 Target: Co-editor Ross McWhirter, The Guinness Book of World Records
 Location: Village Lane, England
 Details: Two IRA gunmen hid in McWhirter's garden. When his wife returned home, McWhirter stood in the open doorway to greet her. The gunmen opened fire, shooting him in the head and body. Mrs. McWhirter was not harmed.
86. Date: June 1976
 Target: Chief Prosecutor Francesco Coco
 Location: Genoa, Italy
 Details: While Coco and his bodyguard were climbing the stairs in his home, three Red Brigade gunmen gunned them down. Two other gunmen shot Coco's police chauffeur.
87. Date: July 21, 1976
 Target: British Ambassador C. Ewart-Biggs
 Location: Dublin, Ireland
 Details: Ewart-Biggs was riding in a car en route from his home to the state house, followed by an escort car. Three IRA terrorists set off a gelignite land mine in a culvert as their car passed over it. Ewart-Biggs and civil servant Judith Cooke were killed and two others were wounded. On other occasions, he routinely took precautions (e.g., varying his route many times a week). However, on the road connecting his residence to the main road, he had only the choice between left or right. He chose right and was killed approximately 150 yards from his residence.
88. Date: October 4, 1976
 Target: Council Member Juan Araluce
 Location: San Sebastian, Spain
 Details: Araluce exited his limousine and was walking from his car into his home, escorted by three bodyguards, when a gunman stepped out of the shadows and raked them with machine gun fire. Araluce and his bodyguards were killed, and his chauffeur died eight hours later.
89. Date: March 16, 1977
 Target: Moslem Leader Kamal Jumblat
 Location: Baaklin, Lebanon
 Details: Jumblat was being driven home when four gunmen opened fire, killing him, his bodyguard, and his driver. The gunmen escaped.
90. Date: April 7, 1977
 Target: Chief Prosecutor Siegfried Buback
 Location: Karlsruhe, West Germany
 Details: Buback was being driven to work when two Baader-Meinhoff terrorists on a motorcycle pulled alongside and opened fire with a machine gun, killing him, his driver, and a bodyguard.
91. Date: July 12, 1977
 Target: Former President Salinas Osmin Aguirre
 Location: San Salvador, El Salvador
 Details: Leftist guerillas shot and killed Aguirre outside his home. A communique stated that he was killed for his role in crushing land reform 45 years earlier.
92. Date: June 24, 1978
 Target: President Ahmed Hussein al-Ghashmi.
 Location: North Yemen
 Details: Al-Ghashmi was assassinated when he was meeting an envoy sent by People's Democratic Republic of Yemen President Saim Ali Rubai. A briefcase, reportedly containing a secret message, exploded, killing both al-Ghashmi and the envoy. It is not conclusively known who set off the explosion. Coincidently, Rubai died three days after this event.
93. Date: September 7, 1978
 Target: BBC Broadcaster Georgi Markov
 Location: London, England
 Details: Markov was walking to work when an agent with the Bulgarian Secret Police stabbed him in the thigh with an umbrella, implanting a ricin poison pellet. He died four days later from an apparent heart attack.
94. Date: November 18, 1978
 Target: U.S. Congressman Leo Ryan
 Location: Port Kaituma, Guyana
 Details: Ryan had traveled to Guyana to investigate reports the People's Temple, a California-based religious cult led by Reverend Jim Jones, was abusing its followers. The Temple reportedly had about 1,100 followers at a camp in Guyana, including fifty armed guards. Ryan was accompanied by 17 staff people, news reporters, and relatives of the followers. Jones denied to Ryan that anyone was being abused. During Ryan's interviews with followers, about 20 expressed a desire to leave the cult. The following day, a dispute between followers broke out and tensions were high. During the confrontation, a man rushed up to Ryan and put a knife to his throat, but Ryan eluded him. When it was clear that Ryan was leaving and would prosecute the People's Temple, Jones ordered one of the followers, Larry Layton, to join the defectors and shoot the pilot of their plane after take-off in order to kill everyone aboard. Layton found two planes at the airport and boarded one, but not Ryan's. Layton opened fire before the plane took off, wounding two before his pistol jammed and he fled into the jungle. Three more gunmen appeared and opened fire on the group. Ryan was immediately hit, along with NBC reporter Don Harris and several others. While four Guyanese soldiers stood by and watched, the gunmen shot Ryan, Harris, and two cameramen in the head, killing them. The gunmen then fled in a truck and told Jones what had occurred. Jones ordered a mass suicide in which everyone drank cyanide-laced Kool-Aid, killing 913 people, including 408 Americans and over 200 children. Jones and his mistress then shot and killed themselves. Only five children and about 30 adults survived by fleeing into the jungle, including Layton.
95. Date: January 3, 1979
 Target: Military Governor Constantino Ortin Gil
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: Two men with automatic weapons, who were wearing ski parkas, gunned down Gil outside his apartment building.
96. Date: January 10, 1979
 Target: Supreme Court Justice Miguel Cruz Cuenca
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: Cuenca was gunned down outside his home as he walked to his car. He was shot twice, and the gunman escaped.
97. Date: March 22, 1979
 Target: British Ambassador Richard Sykes
 Location: The Hague, Netherlands
 Details: Sykes was leaving his residence when two gunmen opened fire, killing him and a servant. The Provisional wing of the IRA claimed credit for the attack.
98. Date: March 30, 1979
 Target: Parliament Member Airey Neave
 Location: Abingdon, Berkshire
 Details: Neave left his home en route to the House of Commons. A bomb with a mercury switch exploded when his car tilted down a ramp. Neave was trapped in the wreckage for a half hour, and died within minutes of being freed.
99. Date: August 27, 1979
 Target: Statesman Lord Louis Mountbatten
 Location: Donegal, Ireland
 Details: Mountbatten and several members of his family were riding aboard his yacht, Shadow V, in Donegal Bay. IRA terrorists had hidden a radio-controlled bomb on the yacht and detonated the device. The blast destroyed the yacht, killing Mountbatten, his grandson, and a boat boy. Several others were critically injured. Another died the next day.
100. Date: October 26, 1979
 Target: President Park Chung Hee
 Location: Seoul, South Korea
 Details: Park was attending a dinner at the KCIA building, next to the presidential compound. Following an argument over intelligence matters, KCIA Chief Kim Jae Kyu pulled a pistol and shot Park in the chest. He then shot Park's chief bodyguard Cha Chi Chol in the stomach. He then fired another shot into Park's head. Both men died. When Kim opened fire, Kim's men also fired, and they killed several of Park's bodyguards and staff.
101. Date: November 13, 1979
 Target: Israeli Ambassador Ephriam Eldar
 Location: Lisbon, Portugal
 Details: As Eldar's limousine arrived at the embassy, two PLO gunmen opened fire with automatic weapons and threw a grenade, killing one and injuring three, including Eldar and his bodyguard.
102. Date: June 22, 1980
 Target: Deputy Mayor Bulent Demir
 Location: Ankara, Turkey
 Details: Demir was gunned down by four gunmen with automatic weapons while he was standing outside his brother's grocery store.
103. Date: August 30, 1980
 Target: President Mohammed Ali Rajai and Prime Minister Mohammed Javar Bahonar
 Location: Tehran, Iran
 Details: Rajai and Bahonar were killed in a bomb blast that injured several other officials.
104. Date: September 17, 1980
 Target: President Anastasio Somoza
 Location: Asuncion, Paraguay
 Details: Somoza was riding in his Mercedes with his driver, a bodyguard, and an advisor. Gunmen opened fire with a bazooka and submachine guns, killing them all. The gunmen escaped.
105. Date: May 13, 1981 
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: The Pope was riding in an open vehicle through a crowd of 15,000 people gathered in St. Peter's Square. Mehmet Ali Agca opened fire with a 9mm Browning as the Pope rode past him, ten feet away. One bullet struck the Pope in the hand and another passed through his abdomen. He survived the attack. Agca was apprehended trying to flee through the crowd, and convicted of the crime. There were claims that the Soviet KGB and its Bulgarian counterpart were behind the assassination attempt. Though prosecutors at a trial in 1986 failed to prove a link to the Bulgarian secret service, an Italian commission in 2006 concluded that leaders of the former Soviet Union were behind the assassination attempt, and that it was blamed on the Bulgarian Secret Police to divert attention from them. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
106. Date: October 6, 1981
 Target: President Anwar Sadat
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: Sadat was seated in a reviewing stand, watching a military parade. Suddenly, a truck in the procession stopped in front of the reviewing stand and militant members of the military attacked the President, using AK-47s and hand grenades. Sadat and ten others were killed, and 28 were wounded, including Vice President Mubarak. Sadat was mortally wounded within just a few seconds of the MOR, but the attack on others in the reviewing stand continued for some time. Bodyguards did not return fire for 45 seconds into the attack. One assassin was killed, and three others were wounded and captured.
107. Date: July 3, 1982 
 Target: Israeli Ambassador Shiomo Argov
 Location: London, England
 Details: Argov departed the Dorchester Hotel en route to dinner when three Abu Nidal terrorists opened fire with submachine guns, wounding him. A bodyguard returned fire, wounding a gunman, and the others were captured. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
108. Date: September 3, 1982
 Target: Drug Commander Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa
 Location: Palermo, Sicily
 Details: Chiesa and his wife were driving through town when gunmen in two cars and a motorcycle opened fire with automatic weapons, killing them both.
109. Date: September 14, 1982
 Target: President Bashir Gemayel
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Nine days before he was due to take office, Gemayel was killed along with twenty-five others in an explosion at the Kataeb party headquarters. His first child, Maya, had been murdered along with three bodyguards on February 23, 1980, in a car bomb explosion meant for Bashir.
110. Date: August 21, 1983
 Target: Presidential Candidate Benigno Aquino
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Three bodyguards escorted Aquino off a China Airlines Boeing 767 as it arrived at the airport. As he reached the tarmac, gunfire broke out and Aquino was shot in the back of the head. Rolando Galman, a Filipino airport worker, was blamed for the assassination, but later investigation indicated that government agents for President Marcos actually killed him.
111. Date: February 15, 1984
 Target: U.S. Diplomat Leamon Hunt
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: Hunt was killed while his armored limousine was stopped at a traffic light. Two gunmen jumped out of the car behind, opened fire with automatic weapons, and fled on foot.
112. Date: April 3, 1984
 Target: Justice Minister R. Lara Bonilla
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Bonilla was riding in his Mercedes limousine, returning home from work. Two gunmen with the Medellin Drug Cartel, riding on a motorcycle, pulled alongside and opened fire with an Ingram .45 submachine gun. Bonilla was hit eight times and killed. The gunmen then threw a grenade at the bodyguards. Both gunmen were captured.
113. Date: October 31, 1984
 Target: Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: Gandhi left her residence and walked across the heavily guarded path to her office. As she approached security guard Beant Singh, he pulled a .38 revolver and shot her three times in the abdomen. As she collapsed, security guard Satwant Singh opened fire with his Sten submachine gun, emptying the thirty-round magazine at her. Gandhi died on the scene. Both bodyguards were tied to Sikh terrorists. Beant was shot and killed, and Satwant was wounded eight times, but survived. In 1989, he was hanged.
114. Date: May 25, 1985
 Target: Sheik Jaber (Head of State)
 Location: Kuwait
 Details: An Islamic Jihad suicide driver rammed his bomb-laden car into Jaber's motorcade, killing himself, two bodyguards, and a bystander. Jaber was only slightly wounded.
115. Date: June 30, 1985
 Target: President Haruo Remeliik
 Location: Koror, Paulau (South Pacific)
 Details: Remeliik was shot three times and killed by two gunmen. He was getting out of his car in front of his home.
116. Date: August 1985
 Target: Police Commander Antonio Cassara
 Location: Palermo, Italy
 Details: The Sicilian Mafia tapped Cassara's telephone and learned that he would go home for lunch. A dozen gunmen with AK-47s opened fire as he walked from his armored limousine to the house, killing him and his bodyguard.
117. Date: February 28, 1986
 Target: Prime Minister Olaf Palme
 Location: Stockholm, Sweden
 Details: Palme and his wife dismissed their bodyguards for the evening and went out to see a movie. As they were walking home, a gunman shot him twice in the back with an armor-piercing .357 Magnum. A third shot wounded his wife. The gunman escaped. Christer Pettersson was arrested, tried, and convicted, but it was later overturned. Pettersson died in 2004 of a brain hemorrhage.
118. Date: March 19, 1986
 Target: Etti Tal-Or (Diplomat's wife)
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: Tal-Or was leaving the Israeli pavilion at the International Trade Fair when gunmen in a passing car shot her. Tal-Or was killed, and two bodyguards and another diplomat's wife were wounded.
119. Date: July 9, 1986
 Target: Industrialist Karl Beckurts
 Location: Munich, West Germany
 Details: Beckurts was riding in his armored limousine en route to work. A remote-controlled bomb exploded, killing him and his driver. The device was planted along the road by Red Army Faction terrorists.
120. Date: September 8, 1986 
 Target: President Augusto Pinochet
 Location: Santiago, Chile
 Details: Pinochet was riding in his armored Mercedes, which was fourth in a five-car motorcade, returning to the capitol from his weekend retreat. An oncoming car, pulling a trailer, suddenly veered across the road, blocking it. Gunmen opened fire from both sides of the road, using M-16s, rockets, bazookas, and hand grenades. Both lead motorcycles were hit, stopping the motorcade. A rocket struck the second car -- normally the position of the protectee's vehicle -- that was full of bodyguards, killing them all. Pinochet's driver backed up, striking the vehicle behind him, then turned around and escaped. Pinochet was slightly wounded, five bodyguards were killed, and eleven others were wounded. An estimated dozen terrorists all escaped. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
121. Date: October 25, 1986
 Target: Governor Rafael Garrido
 Location: San Sebastian, Spain
 Details: Garrido was riding in a partially armored limousine, which was stopped at a traffic light. Two ETA terrorists on a motorcycle pulled alongside, placed a bomb on the roof of Garrido's car, and sped away. The bomb exploded, killing Garrido, his wife and son, and wounded the driver.
122. Date: November 17, 1986
 Target: Renault President Georges Besse
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: Besse was shot several times while he was walking to the front door of his residence, after being dropped off at home by his driver. Besse was shot with a 9mm handgun by a couple hiding in the shrubbery surrounding his apartment. He didn't use bodyguards. The two Direct Action terrorists escaped. In March 1987, police raided a farmhouse in France, believed to be a Direct Action safe house. Inside, they found numerous videotapes of Besse and other prominent business people. The videos showed the targeted protectees going about their daily routines in two locations: Their homes and offices. The tapes illustrated that terrorists conduct surveillance of their targets, and their surveillance is usually concentrated around homes and offices.
123. Date: November 1986
 Target: Chief of Staff Arun Vaidya
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: Four gunmen on two motorcycles overtook Vaidya's car and opened fire. Vaidya was killed before his bodyguard could draw his gun.
124. Date: January 7, 1987 
 Target: Defense Minister Camille Chamoun (former President)
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A car laden with 165 pounds of explosives was detonated as Chamoun's motorcade drove past. Though Chamoun's armored Mercedes was hurled 60 feet off the road, he and his driver survived. The blast killed three bodyguards and a bystander, wounded 35 others, and destroyed 26 other cars. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
125. Date: March 20, 1987
 Target: Air Force General Licio Giorgieri
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: Giorgieri was riding in a chauffeur-driven limousine when a motorcycle with two Red Brigade terrorists pulled alongside and opened fire. Giorgieri was shot five times and killed.
126. Date: June 1, 1987
 Target: Prime Minister Rashid Karami
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A remote-controlled bomb hidden under Karami's seat in his helicopter exploded, killing him and wounding four others. The bomb weighed 10.5 ounces. He had just taken off in his helicopter.
127. Date: August 2, 1987
 Target: Secretary General Jaime Ferrer
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Three gunmen with pistols and an automatic weapon opened fire, killing Ferrer and his driver while they were riding in the car. Despite receiving death threats, Ferrer refused to use bodyguards.
128. Date: February 1, 1988
 Target: Attorney General Carlos Hoyos
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Three jeeps and a car with six Medellin Drug Cartel gunmen forced Hoyos' Mercedes off the road, as he was en route to the airport. They sprayed his two bodyguards with automatic weapon fire. Hoyos' handcuffed body was later found nearby.
129. Date: April 16, 1988
 Target: PLO Official Khalil al-Wazir
 Location: Tunis, Tunisia
 Details: Seven masked gunmen armed with silenced weapons burst into al-Wazir's home, killing him, two bodyguards, and a worker. Al-Wazir returned fire, but was shot about 70 times. An Israeli hit team was blamed.
130. Date: April 16, 1988
 Target: Senator Roberto Ruffilli
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: Red Brigade terrorists entered Ruffilli's home and shot him in the back of the neck, killing him. He had received threatening phone calls.
131. Date: June 18, 1988 
 Target: Premier Turgut Ozal
 Location: Ankara, Turkey
 Details: During a speech to members of Ozal's governing Motherland Party, escaped murderer Kartal Demirag opened fire from a group of nearby reporters. He fired twice before his gun jammed. One round hit the microphone in front of Ozal and grazed his thumb. Bodyguards returned fire, wounding 20 other people and Demirag. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
132. Date: June 28, 1988
 Target: U.S. Defense Attache William Nordeen
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: Nordeen left his home en route to work, driving a partially armored car. About 100 meters from his residence, he drove past a parked car containing a bomb. Two November 17 terrorists on a nearby motorcycle detonated the bomb, throwing Nordeen's car 18 feet. Nordeen's body was found 30 feet from his car. The terrorists escaped.
133. Date: September 20, 1988
 Target: Information Minister Joseph Skaff
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A car bomb exploded, killing three people, wounding 25, and destroying 25 cars. Skaff and three bodyguards were among the injured.
134. Date: September 28, 1988 
 Target: Texaco Executive
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: The executive was being driven home from work in his armored car when a remote-control bomb was detonated. The device was concealed in a cart along the road, but was set off a fraction of a second too soon. The executive, his driver, and his bodyguard all survived. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
135. Date: January 25, 1989
 Target: Military Commander Gustavo Martinez
 Location: Tegucigalpa, Honduras
 Details: Rebels, disguised as telephone repairmen, opened fire on Martinez's car at a stop sign three blocks from his house. He and his driver were killed. He had refused to use bodyguards.
136. Date: March 17, 1989
 Target: Congressman Moises Espinosa
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Espinosa was walking from his airplane to his car when a gunman opened fire with an assault rifle, killing him and two others. The killer escaped on a motorcycle.
137. Date: April 19, 1989
 Target: Attorney General Roberto Alvarado
 Location: El Salvador, San Salvador
 Details: Leftist guerrillas placed a bomb on the top of Alvarado's armored Jeep Cherokee while it was stopped in traffic. It exploded, killing him.
138. Date: April 21, 1989
 Target: Military Commander James Rowe
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Gunmen pulled alongside Rowe's armored car in a traffic circle two blocks from his office. They opened fire with a .45 pistol and an M-16, hitting Rowe in the back of the head. He was killed and his Filipino driver was wounded.
139. Date: May 16, 1989
 Target: Moslem Leader Hassan Khaled
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Khaled was riding in a motorcade when a car bomb exploded, killing him, the driver, and three others. Four riot police in the lead vehicle were also killed.
140. Date: May 30, 1989 
 Target: Police Chief Maza Marquez
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Marquez was en route to the office in an armored limousine when a car bomb exploded, killing a bodyguard and three others, and wounding 38 people, including seven bodyguards. Marquez was injured slightly. He was scheduled to attend an international conference on protecting officials. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
141. Date: June 9, 1989
 Target: Cabinet Minister Jose Rodriguez
 Location: San Salvador, El Salvador
 Details: As Rodriguez walked out of his home and was getting into his car, a gunman on a motorcycle shot him three times in the chest, killing him, his driver, and a groundskeeper. He did not have bodyguards.
142. Date: July 4, 1989
 Target: Governor Roldan Betancur
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: A car bomb exploded as Betancur's armored limousine drove past, killing him, two bodyguards, two pedestrians, and a councilman in the car. Another bodyguard was seriously wounded. The Medellin Drug Cartel was blamed.
143. Date: August 16, 1989
 Target: Magistrate Judge Carlos Valencia Garcia
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Medellin Drug Cartel gunmen, riding on two motorcycles and in a taxi, ambushed Garcia after he left his office in his car. They shot him six times with automatic weapons, and he later died at the hospital. His body armor was thwarted when he was struck in the neck and the armpit areas. His three bodyguards were wounded.
144. Date: August 18, 1989
 Target: Police Commander W. F. Quintero
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Quintero departed his home in a limousine when he was cut off by a carload of five Medellin Drug Cartel gunmen. They opened fire, spraying over one hundred rounds into Quintero and his bodyguard. Quintero had recently assigned most of his bodyguards to protect judges.
145. Date: August 18, 1989
 Target: Presidential Candidate (Senator) L. C. Galan
 Location: Soacha, Colombia
 Details: Galan was speaking at a political rally when seven Medellin Drug Cartel gunmen opened fire with automatic weapons, wounding several people. Galan was wearing a bullet-resistant vest, but was struck in the neck and stomach. He later died at the hospital, along with Councilman Julio Penalosa. On August 5, Galan escaped an assassination attempt in Medellin by the drug cartel.
146. Date: September 11, 1989
 Target: Former Mayor Pablo Gonzalez
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Two gunmen opened fire with 9mm pistols on Gonzalez's BMW sedan as he was driving to work. He and his driver were killed.
147. Date: October 17, 1989
 Target: Federal Judge Hector Rodriguez
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Rodriguez was getting into his car at his home when two Medellin Drug Cartel gunmen on a motorcycle pulled up and shot him six times, killing him.
148. Date: October 27, 1989
 Target: State Assemblyman G. J. Santamaria
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Santamaria was sitting at his office desk when a gunman walked in and opened fire with an automatic weapon, killing him. Bodyguards returned fire, killing the gunman.
149. Date: November 1, 1989
 Target: Federal Judge Mariela Espinoza
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Espinoza arrived home, escorted by two motorcycle officers. As she opened the garage door, two cars loaded with gunmen drove past, firing automatic weapons. She was struck 13 times and died. She had survived two previous attempts on her life.
150. Date: November 1, 1989
 Target: Congressman Luis Madero
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Madero arrived in a taxi, along with his bodyguard. A drug cartel assassin opened fire from the shadows, killing him.
151. Date: November 1, 1989
 Target: Embassy Official M. Ali Marzouqi
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Marzouqi was getting into his limousine when three Islamic Jihad gunmen opened fire with silenced weapons, killing him and wounding his driver.
152. Date: November 22, 1989
 Target: President Rene Mouawad
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Mouawad was riding in his armored Mercedes in a ten-car motorcade when a remote-controlled bomb exploded, hurling his limousine off the street. Mouawad, ten bodyguards, and 13 others were killed, and 36 were injured. The 400-pound bomb was hidden in a small shop along the street.
153. Date: November 28, 1989
 Target: Politician F. Jose Guerrero
 Location: San Salvador, El Salvador
 Details: Leftist guerrilla gunmen opened fire on Guerrero's car, killing him and wounding his bodyguard. Another bodyguard returned fire, killing one attacker.
154. Date: November 30, 1989
 Target: Bank Executive Alfred Herrhausen
 Location: Bad Homburg, West Germany
 Details: Herrhausen was riding to work in an armored Mercedes Benz when a remote-controlled bomb exploded, killing him and seriously injuring his driver. The 20 kg. bomb with a copper plate, planted by Red Army Faction terrorists, was hidden in the pouch of a bicycle parked along the street. A photo cell armed the device as the lead car of bodyguards drove past it, and Herrhausen's car triggered the switch, blowing the copper plate through Herrhausen's armored door and severing his femoral artery. The bodyguards in the lead and follow-up car were not injured. No one has ever been charged in his murder.
155. Date: January 5, 1990
 Target: Mayor Javier Hizon
 Location: Angeles, Philippines
 Details: Communist guerrillas gunned down Hizon and his bodyguard outside Hizon's home as they were leaving for work.
156. Date: January 18, 1990
 Target: Mayor Hitoshi Motoshima
 Location: Nagasaki, Japan
 Details: A man shot Motoshima in the back and killed him as he was leaving city hall, because he had made remarks against former Emperor Hirohito.
157. Date: March 22, 1990
 Target: Presidential Candidate Bernardo Jaramillo
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Jaramillo walked into the Bogota International Airport when a gunman opened fire with an automatic weapon, striking him twice in the throat and twice in the abdomen. Bodyguards returned fire, wounding the gunman. Jaramillo later died at the hospital.
158. Date: March 30, 1990
 Target: Polish Diplomat Budgan Zbigniew
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Zbigniew was parking his car near the Bristol Hotel when gunmen opened fire with automatic weapons, wounding him and his wife.
159. Date: April 24, 1990
 Target: Opposition Leader Kazem Rajavi
 Location: Geneva, Switzerland
 Details: Rajavi was driving home when a car blocked the road and two occupants opened fire with 9mm submachine guns, killing him. The gunmen escaped.
160. Date: April 25, 1990
 Target: Opposition Leader Oskar Lafontaine
 Location: Bonn, West Germany
 Details: After a campaign rally, a woman who asked for his autograph stabbed Lafontaine in the neck. Her knife was hidden in her bouquet of flowers.
161. Date: April 26, 1990
 Target: Presidential Candidate Carlos Pizarro
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Pizarro was flying aboard an Avianca Boeing 727 when a gunman came out of the lavatory with a submachine gun and opened fire, hitting Pizzaro 15 times and killing him. Bodyguards returned fire, killing the gunman.
162. Date: May 21, 1990
 Target: Senator Federico Belez
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Belez was stopped at a traffic light when two gunmen on a motorcycle pulled alongside and opened fire, killing Belez and his driver.
163. Date: July 20, 1990
 Target: B. F. Goodrich Company Executive
 Location: La Molina, Peru
 Details: The executive, his driver, and two of his bodyguards were killed when a Shining Path terrorist group attacked his two-car convoy. They pulled a tanker truck across the road, blocking their path, and fired a barrage of gunfire and bombs.
164. Date: July 24, 1990
 Target: Prosecutor Maria Restrepo
 Location: Uraba, Colombia
 Details: Three gunmen opened fire as Restrepo left her office, killing her and her bodyguard. The gunmen were with a right-wing death squad.
165. Date: July 27, 1990
 Target: Ministry Official Hans Neusel
 Location: Bonn, West Germany
 Details: Neusel was driving himself in a BMW sedan when a roadside bomb exploded, destroying his car. He was only wounded. The device was planted by the Red Army Faction and activated by a light beam.
166. Date: July 31, 1990
 Target: Parliament Member Ian Gow
 Location: Hankham, England
 Details: Gow was backing his car out of his carport when an IRA bomb planted underneath exploded, killing him.
167. Date: July 30, 1990
 Target: PLO Official Younis Awwad
 Location: Sidon, Lebanon
 Details: Awwad was traveling in a two-car motorcade when a remote-controlled bomb planted along the road exploded, wounding him and killing two bodyguards.
168. Date: September 19, 1990
 Target: Former Governor Peter Terry
 Location: Milford, England
 Details: Terry was reading at home when an IRA gunman fired through his window, wounding him and his wife.
169. Date: October 12, 1990
 Target: Parliament Speaker Rifaat el-Mahgoub
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: El-Mahgoub was en route to a meeting when four gunmen on two motorcycles attacked his Mercedes, killing him and two bodyguards. Another bodyguard was killed in the Peugeot follow-up car.
170. Date: October 21, 1990
 Target: Christian Leader Danny Chamoun
 Location: Baabda, Lebanon
 Details: Five uniformed gunmen armed with silenced 9mm pistols burst into Chamoun's home, killing him, his wife, and two sons. The assassins attacked during the shift change of bodyguards.
171. Date: December 31, 1990
 Target: Mayor Paul Mariani
 Location: Corsica, France
 Details: Mariana was gunned down outside his home. It was the 17th assassination on the island in 1990, and the third political figure killed in Corsica in three months.
172. Date: February 15, 1991
 Target: Activist Lawyer Bheki Mlangeni
 Location: Johannesburg, South Africa
 Details: Mlangeni received a tape recorder and headphones in the mail along with a tape entitled "Evidence of Hit Squads." He put on the headphones and turned on the recorder. The booby-trapped headphones exploded, killing him.
173. Date: March 1, 1991
 Target: Deputy Minister Ranjan Wijeratne
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: A 120-pound bomb, planted in a parked car by Tamil rebels, exploded as Wijeratne drove past en route to work. The blast killed him and 18 others, and wounded 73.
174. Date: March 20, 1991 
 Target: Defense Minister Michel Murr
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Murr was en route to work in an armored Mercedes when a car bomb exploded, killing eight, and wounding 21. Murr survived the attack. It flipped the car upside-down. The 132-pound, remote-controlled bomb was concealed in a parked car. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
175. Date: April 1, 1991
 Target: Economic Official Detlev Rohwedder
 Location: Duesseldorf, Germany
 Details: Rohwedder was shot and killed by members of the Red Army Faction while at his home. His wife was shot and wounded.
176. Date: April 30, 1991
 Target: President A. Abashhidze
 Location: Batumi, Georgia (Soviet Union)
 Details: Vice President Nodar Imiadze and two others stormed Abashhidze's office with a machine gun and opened fire. Abashhidze and the prime minister were wounded. Bodyguards shot and killed Imiadze.
177. Date: May 21, 1991
 Target: Prime Minister Candidate Rajiv Gandhi
 Location: Madras, India
 Details: Gandhi arrived to speak at a political rally. Two female members of the Tamil terrorist group approached him. One wore a denim girdle, which contained a pound of plastic explosive and 10,000 metal pellets, wired to a toggle switch. As they approached Gandhi, an alert female constable stopped them, but Gandhi insisted that they be allowed to continue. The bomb-laden terrorist knelt at Gandhi's feet. As he helped her up, she threw the toggle switch, killing herself, Gandhi, and 16 others. In 1998, 18 defendants were convicted in the conspiracy to kill Gandhi.
178. Date: June 18, 1991
 Target: Judge Nabi Sher Junejo
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Gunmen ambushed Junejo's car as he was being driven to work. Junejo, his bodyguard, and chauffeur were killed. He was hearing a case involving terrorists.
179. Date: July 16, 1991
 Target: Diplomat Deniz Bolukbasi
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: A car bomb exploded as Bolukbasi was driven past, injuring him, his wife, the driver, and a passerby. November 17 terrorists were blamed.
180. Date: July 18, 1991
 Target: Mayor Andre Cools
 Location: Liege, Belgium
 Details: While getting into his car, Cools was shot through the neck and killed by a lone gunman. A councilwoman was shot in the abdomen and wounded. The gunman escaped.
181. Date: August 4, 1991
 Target: Party Leader B. Matic-Beli
 Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
 Details: Beli arrived home and was locking his car when two masked gunmen fired 40 rounds from machine guns, killing him. The gunmen escaped.
182. Date: August 8, 1991
 Target: Former Prime Minister Shahpour Bakhtiar
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: Bakhtiar was found with an aide, both stabbed to death, on the first floor of Bakhtiar's heavily guarded home. There was no sign of forced entry; scheduled visitors killed them.
183. Date: October 7, 1991
 Target: Diplomat Cetin Gorgu
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: Gorgu was shot four times by two gunmen with pistols as he entered his car to go to work. The terrorists escaped in another car.
184. Date: October 28, 1991
 Target: Diplomat Abdul El Kharaby
 Location: Ankara, Turkey
 Details: Kharaby lost a leg when a bomb exploded as he drove past. Islamic Jihad terrorists claimed responsibility.
185. Date: November 4, 1991
 Target: Former King M. Zaher Shah
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: A man, posing as a reporter, gained access to Shah and pulled an ornate dagger, stabbing Shah three times. It cut his face and neck, but he survived.
186. Date: December 30, 1991 
 Target: Prime Minister Shafik Wazzan
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A car bomb with 220 pounds of TNT exploded as Wassan was driven past in his armored limousine. The blast killed 30, and wounded 120. Though injured, Wazzan survived. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
187. Date: February 16, 1992
 Target: Sheik Abbas Musawi
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Israeli helicopter gunships attacked Musawi's motorcade, killing Musawi, his wife, son, and four bodyguards.
188. Date: March 7, 1992
 Target: Israeli Diplomat Ehud Sadan
 Location: Ankara, Turkey
 Details: A bomb placed on his car by an Islamic Jihad group exploded, killing Sadan, and wounding three others. The attack was in retaliation for Abbas Musawi's death.
189. Date: March 12, 1992
 Target: Parliament Deputy Salvo Lima
 Location: Palermo, Sicily
 Details: Lima was riding to work in his chauffeur driven car when his tires were shot out by a Mafia gunman on a motorcycle. After his car screeched to a halt, Lima scrambled out and attempted to flee, but the assassin got off the motorbike, shot Lima in the back and then ran over and finished him off with a bullet to the neck. The killer then sped away.
190. Date: March 17, 1992
 Target: Eliora Carmon (Diplomat's wife)
 Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina
 Details: A car bomb parked outside the Israeli Embassy exploded, killing 28, including Carmon, and Zehava Zehavi, wife of the First Secretary. Two hundred and forty were injured by the Islamic Jihad attack.
191. Date: May 5, 1992
 Target: Presidential Candidate Gilchrist Olympio
 Location: Lome, Togo
 Details: Gunmen with submachine guns opened fire on Olympio's motorcade as he was being driven cross-country. He was wounded and three opposition leaders were killed.
192. Date: May 23, 1992
 Target: Judge Giovanni Falcone
 Location: Palermo, Sicily
 Details: Falcone was driving his armored Fiat in a three-car motorcade from the airport to his home. Mafia terrorists had placed over 1000 pounds of explosives in a culvert under the highway, and were watching his motorcade from a small airplane overhead. They detonated the device, throwing Falcone's car 300 yards, killing him, his wife, and three bodyguards, and wounding nine others.
193. Date: May 29, 1992
 Target: President Sib Mojaddidi
 Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
 Details: Guerrillas fired three rockets at his jet after it had landed at the airport and was taxiing. One struck the cockpit, injuring the copilot, and two rockets missed.
194. Date: June 8, 1992
 Target: PLO Leader Atef Bseiso
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: A gunman shot Bseiso seven times with a silenced pistol as he was getting out of a taxi in front of his hotel. The gunman escaped.
195. Date: June 29, 1992
 Target: Council Leader Mohamed Boudiaf
 Location: Algiers, Algeria
 Details: Boudiaf was making a speech when a gunman, dressed like a policeman, opened fire with a submachine gun. Boudiaf was struck in the back and head, killing him. A second gunman also opened fire and threw grenades. Bodyguards killed the first gunman and wounded the second. Forty-one people were wounded. The first gunman was later said to be an Islamist who was part of Boudiaf's bodyguard detail.
196. Date: June 30, 1992
 Target: PLO Commander Anwar Madi
 Location: Sidon, Lebanon
 Details: One gunman opened fire on Madi's BMW with a submachine gun and another shot him in the ear with a pistol. Both gunmen escaped. Three bodyguards were wounded.
197. Date: July 9, 1992
 Target: Activist Khalil Abul-Hana
 Location: Talabaya, Lebanon
 Details: Gunmen overtook Abul-Hana's BMW and blocked its path. They opened fire with automatic weapons, killing him.
198. Date: July 19, 1992
 Target: Judge Paolo Borsellino
 Location: Palermo, Sicily
 Details: Borsellino was walking outside his mother's apartment when a car bomb exploded, killing him and five bodyguards, and wounding 20 others. The blast destroyed his armored limousine and two police cars.
199. Date: July 27, 1992
 Target: Mafia Investigator Giovanni Lizzio
 Location: Catania, Italy
 Details: Lizzio was driving home when two motorcycles pulled alongside and gunmen opened fire with automatic weapons. Lizzio was killed and the assassins escaped.
200. Date: September 17, 1992
 Target: Party Leader Sadiq Sharafkindi
 Location: Berlin, Germany
 Details: Sharafkindi was killed with three other Kurds while sitting in the Mykonos Restaurant. Three gunmen entered the restaurant and opened fire with submachine guns.
201. Date: September 18, 1992
 Target: Judge Miriam Perez
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Four gunmen with submachine guns killed Perez, her driver, and two bodyguards as she was being driven to work. She was about to sentence a drug lord.
202. Date: October 20, 1992
 Target: PLO Officer Mustafa Ibrahim
 Location: Sidon, Lebanon
 Details: Masked gunmen burst into a crowded cafe and opened fire with automatic weapons, killing Ibrahim and his two bodyguards. The Abu Nidal Group was blamed.
203. Date: November 16, 1992
 Target: Naval Commander Clancy Fernando
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Fernando was en route to his office when a bomb-laden motorcycle pulled alongside and exploded. Fernando, his driver, a bodyguard, an aide, and the Tamil terrorist were all killed.
204. Date: December 5, 1992
 Target: Party Leader Jiri Svoboda
 Location: Prague, Czechoslovakia
 Details: A masked man rang Svoboda's doorbell, then stabbed him in the chest when he answered the door. Svoboda survived the attack.
205. Date: January 8, 1993
 Target: Deputy Prime Minister Hakija Turajlic
 Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzogovenia
 Details: Turajlic was shot and killed by Serb gunmen while sitting in a U.N. armored car with its door open at a Serb checkpoint.
206. Date: February 9, 1993
 Target: Provincial Governor Nasrullah Mansouri
 Location: Gardez, Afghanistan
 Details: A car bomb, apparently attached to Mansouri's car, exploded, killing him, another senior official, and three bodyguards.
207. Date: March 16, 1993
 Target: Opposition Official Mohammed Nagdi
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: Nagdi was en route to work when two men on a motorbike pulled alongside and opened fire with an automatic weapon, killing him.
208. Date: March 24, 1993
 Target: Archbishop Oscar Romero
 Location: San Salvador, El Salvador
 Details: Romero was shot and killed by a sniper. He was an outspoken critic of the government.
209. Date: April 10, 1993
 Target: Secretary General Chris Hani
 Location: Boksburg, South Africa
 Details: Hani was shot four times at about 10:15 a.m. as he stepped out of the car he had just parked in the driveway of his home. A survivor of two previous assassination attempts, Hani normally traveled with bodyguards but had given them Easter Saturday off. Janusz Walus, a right-wing extremist, fled the scene, but was apprehended within hours.
210. Date: April 11, 1993
 Target: Security Chief Mohamed el-Sheimy
 Location: Assiut, Egypt
 Details: El-Sheimy was killed along with his bodyguard and driver in a machine gun attack.
211. Date: April 20, 1993
 Target: Information Minister Safwat Sharif
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: While leaving his home, Sharif was wounded slightly in a machine gun attack that also wounded his driver and bodyguard.
212. Date: April 23, 1993
 Target: Opposition Leader L. Athulathmudali
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Athulathmudali was shot and killed by a Tamil gunman at a political rally. The assassin was shot and killed by bodyguards, while fleeing.
213. Date: April 30, 1993
 Target: Tennis Star Monica Seles
 Location: Hamburg, Germany
 Details: During a break in her tennis match, Gunter Parche leaned over the railing, withdrew a serrated boning knife, and stabbed Seles in the back between the shoulder blades. He was stopped as he raised his arm to stab her again. Seles was rushed to the hospital and survived. Parche stated that he wanted competing tennis player Steffi Graf to be the top player.
214. Date: May 1, 1993
 Target: President Ranasinghe Premadasa
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Premadasa was riding in a May Day parade when a man with a bomb strapped to his chest crashed his bicycle into him and set off the bomb. Premadasa and 11 others were killed, and 60 were injured.
215. Date: May 14, 1993
 Target: TV Talk Show Host Maurizio Costanzo
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: Costanzo was departing his studio when a car bomb exploded. Twenty-three were injured, including Costanzo, his driver, and bodyguards. The Sicilian Mafia was blamed.
216. Date: June 2, 1993
 Target: Former Supreme Court Justice Jairo Duque Perez
 Location: Medellin, Columbia
 Details: Three hit men with automatic weapons gunned down Perez as he drove through town. The gunmen escaped in a minibus.
217. Date: June 6, 1993
 Target: Opposition Leader Mohammed H. Arbab
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Arbab was sitting outside his home in his car when gunmen raked him with automatic weapons fire. Abu Nidal terrorists were blamed.
218. Date: August 1, 1993
 Target: Governor Viktor Polyanichko
 Location: Vladikavkaz, Russia
 Details: Gunmen on horseback ambushed Polyanichko's motorcade with automatic weapons, killing him, his bodyguard, and a general. Three other bodyguards were wounded.
219. Date: August 8, 1993
 Target: U.S. Diplomat Fred Woodruff
 Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
 Details: Woodruff was killed by a sniper's bullet while riding in a car with his bodyguard. He had been training bodyguards for President Eduard Shevardnadze.
220. Date: August 18, 1993
 Target: Interior Minister Hassan el-Alfy
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: A remote-controlled bomb on a motorcycle was detonated, and then automatic weapons were fired at el-Alfy's motorcade. Four were killed and 15 wounded, including el-Alfy.
221. Date: September 11, 1993
 Target: Party President Maninder Singh Bitta
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: Bitta was departing his office by car when a car bomb exploded, killing eight, including two bodyguards. Thirty-six were wounded, including Bitta.
222. Date: September 21, 1993
 Target: PLO Official Abu Shaaban
 Location: Gaza Strip, Israel
 Details: Two carloads of gunmen forced Shaaban's car off the road and shot him to death when he got out. His son, brother, and two bodyguards escaped.
223. Date: September 29, 1993
 Target: Party Leader Samuel Motha
 Location: Johannesburg, South Africa
 Details: Motha was shot in the head and killed outside his home as he was leaving for work. The gunmen escaped.
224. Date: October 9, 1993
 Target: Military Prosecutor Taha el-Sayed
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: Four gunmen shot and wounded el-Sayed as he walked near his house. He had prosecuted the terrorists who tried to assassinate President Mubarak.
225. Date: October 14, 1993
 Target: Justice Minister Guy Malary
 Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
 Details: Malary was leaving his office when gunmen opened fire, killing him, his driver, and two bodyguards. He had received death threats.
226. Date: December 5, 1993
 Target: Mayor Helmut Zilk
 Location: Vienna, Austria
 Details: Zilk was seriously injured when he opened a letter bomb addressed to him. Three other bombs mailed to officials were defused. Another exploded, injuring a legal secretary, making ten letter bomb incidents in four days.
227. Date: December 20, 1993
 Target: Politburo Member Antoine Baaklini
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A car bomb, parked outside the headquarters of the Christian Party, exploded. Baaklini and two others were killed, and 130 were wounded. The car contained a 440-pound remote-controlled bomb.
228. Date: January 29, 1994
 Target: Jordanian Diplomat Naeb Imran Maaytah
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A gunman fired a 9mm pistol through Maaytah's car window as he pulled out of a parking lot at his home. He was struck in the head and neck, and killed.
229. Date: March 23, 1994
 Target: Presidential Candidate Donaldo Colosio
 Location: Tijuana, Mexico
 Details: Colosio was walking through a crowd of 4,000 people at a political rally. Mario Aburto Martinez approached Colosio, then raised a .38 revolver and shot him in the head and abdomen, killing him. Security guards grabbed Martinez. Colosio had insisted on little security so he could be "close to the people."
230. Date: March 28, 1994
 Target: Foreign Minister Belkacem Touati
 Location: Algiers, Algeria
 Details: Touati was shot and killed by three Islamic militants outside his home. His wife was wounded.
231. Date: April 1, 1994
 Target: Judge E. Gonzalez Dubon
 Location: Guatemala City, Guatemala
 Details: Several gunmen fired automatic weapons into Dubon's car, killing him and his wife. They were returning home late at night.
232. Date: April 6, 1994
 Target: President Habyarimana (Rwanda) and President Ntaryamira (Burundi)
 Location: Kigali, Rwanda
 Details: Both presidents and two cabinet ministers were killed when their Falcon 50 jet was shot down by a missile near the airport. Heavy fighting broke out in both countries, eventually killing nearly 1 million people.
233. Date: April 26, 1994
 Target: Parliament Member Andrei Aizderdzis
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Aizderdzis was shot in the throat with a shotgun on the doorstep of his home. He had published the names of 266 mafia figures in his newspaper.
234. Date: April 28, 1994
 Target: Police Chief Jose Benitez Lopez
 Location: Tijuana, Mexico
 Details: Two men with assault rifles killed Lopez with his bodyguard as they were leaving the city airport after investigating a bomb hoax.
235. Date: June 18, 1994
 Target: Human Rights President Yousef Fathallah
 Location: Algiers, Algeria
 Details: Several men entered Fathallah's office and killed him with a silenced pistol. He had been a critic of political violence.
236. Date: June 28, 1994
 Target: Police Inspector Bhadur Ali
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Gunmen in two cars pulled alongside a van carrying Ali and opened fire with AK-47s. Ali was killed with five other officers. He had received death threats and escaped several attempts to kill him.
237. Date: August 9, 1994
 Target: Senator Manuel Cepeda
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: While en route to work, Cepeda was shot and killed by four gunmen firing from a van and motorcycle. His bodyguard returned fire, but they escaped.
238. Date: September 5, 1994
 Target: Legislator John Newman
 Location: Cabramatta, Australia
 Details: Newman was shot and killed in his front yard by gunmen in a car with tinted windows. He had crusaded against gang violence. In 1991, a shot was fired through his office window.
239. Date: September 19, 1994
 Target: Congressman Arlen Uribe Marquez
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Leftist guerrillas threw a grenade at Marquez and his driver as they were walking to their car at work. The gunmen then opened fire, killing both men.
240. Date: September 28, 1994
 Target: Secretary General Jose Ruiz Massieu
 Location: Mexico City, Mexico
 Details: Massieu was shot through the neck and killed by a gunman with a Tec-9 assault weapon. He had just waved off his bodyguards and gotten into his car in front of a hotel. A man was arrested and told police he was paid $15,000 in pesos. Several others were later arrested. Their plans included killing a governor and a congressman.
241. Date: September 29, 1994
 Target: Vice Speaker Afiyaddin Dzhalilov
 Location: Baku, Azerbaijan
 Details: Dzhalilov was walking from his car to his brother's house when he was gunned down. His bodyguard and driver were also killed.
242. Date: October 23, 1994
 Target: Presidential Candidate Gamini Dissanayake
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Dissanayake was killed with 50 others at a political rally by a suicide bomber. He had finished a speech and was leaving the stage.
243. Date: December 3, 1994
 Target: Democratic Leader Georgy Chanturia
 Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
 Details: At least five gunmen in two cars opened fire on Chanturia as he was leaving his home, killing him and wounding his wife, the driver, and a bodyguard.
244. Date: March 11, 1995
 Target: Cabinet Minister E. Kabushemeye
 Location: Bujumbura, Burundi
 Details: As he walked from a store to his car, Kabushemeye was shot and killed with his bodyguard. The gunmen fled on foot.
245. Date: March 28, 1995
 Target: Opposition Leader Mireille Bertin
 Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
 Details: Bertin was machine gunned to death on a busy street by gunmen in a taxi three days before President Clinton's visit.
246. Date: August 29, 1995 
 Target: Parliament Chairman Eduard Shevardnadze
 Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
 Details: Shevardnadze was cut by flying glass in his armored car when a bomb exploded alongside his motorcade as he was heading toward an announced public appearance. Two of his bodyguards and his physician were seriously wounded from the blast. They were traveling in a different vehicle. The blast occurred at 6:30 p.m. as he was leaving his office building. Video of the scene showed the leader sitting in a chair, his undershirt and face specked with blood, and he appeared dazed. Several other cars were also heavily damaged, their windows blown out and their roofs and fenders buckled and burned. Georgian prosecutors charged 14 people in connection with the attack. Shevardnadze survived several assassination attempts as Georgia's Communist leader from 1972 to 1985. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
247. Date: August 31, 1995
 Target: Chief Minister Beant Singh
 Location: Chandigarh, India
 Details: A bomb planted in Singh's bullet-resistant car exploded outside his heavily guarded government building, killing him and 15 members of his staff. A Sikh separatist group was blamed.
248. Date: September 27, 1995
 Target: Presidential Counsel Antonio Cancino
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Gunmen wounded Cancino and killed two of his bodyguards while he was on his way to an interview at a radio station.
249. Date: October 3, 1995 
 Target: President Kiro Gligorov
 Location: Skopje, Macedonia
 Details: A remote-controlled car bomb exploded as Gligorov's armored Mercedes drove by, ripping it apart and killing his driver. Though injured, Gligorov and his bodyguard survived the attack. His route to his office was well known and his car often slowed at the location of the bomb. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
250. Date: November 2, 1995
 Target: Former Presidential Candidate Alvaro G. Hurtado
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Two gunmen attacked and killed Hurtado and his aide on the grounds of the university that he had founded. Hurtado was shot four times, and a bodyguard and street vendor were wounded.
251. Date: November 4, 1995
 Target: Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
 Location: Tel Aviv, Israel
 Details: Rabin addressed a peace rally of about 250,000 people. Afterwards, he walked from the stage to his car. As he reached his limousine, Yigal Amir approached from the rear and shot Rabin in the back twice with a 9mm Beretta. He fired a third shot that wounded one of Rabin's bodyguards. The wounded guard pushed Rabin into the car and they sped him to the hospital, where he was pronounced dead. Amir was overpowered and arrested. He had made three unsuccessful attempts to kill Rabin over a two-year period, but could not get close enough during those attempts.
252. Date: November 20, 1995
 Target: Chechen Leader Doku Zavgayev
 Location: Grozny, Russia
 Details: A bomb exploded as Zavgayev's motorcade went by and bullets sprayed down from rooftops. Zavgayev suffered glass cuts to the face and several bodyguards were wounded.
253. Date: January 5, 1996
 Target: Terrorist Leader Yehiya Ayyash
 Location: Beit Lahiya, Gaza Strip
 Details: Ayyash was killed when he held a booby-trapped cellular telephone to his head and it exploded. Known as "The Engineer," he was the bomb maker for Hamas and responsible for seven bombings that killed 55 and wounded 300. Israeli intelligence agents were blamed for his death.
254. Date: February 13, 1996
 Target: Lawmaker Alex Vengerovsky
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Vengerovsky was shot and wounded by two gunmen while he was walking his dog near his home. He was hospitalized with a wound to his kneecap.
255. Date: February 14, 1996
 Target: Former Top Judge Francisco Valiente
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: Valiente was shot three times in the head and killed while at his office. The gunmen were believed to be ETA terrorists.
256. Date: April 23, 1996
 Target: Deputy Prime Minister B. Dzhamalkhanov
 Location: Grozny, Russia
 Details: Gunmen opened fire on Dzhamalkhanov's car as he was going to work, wounding him and killing two bodyguards.
257. Date: May 23, 1996
 Target: Deputy Minister Anatoly Stepanov
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Stepanov was killed in his apartment. Early reports indicated he was shot, but police announced that he died from a blow to the head.
258. Date: May 24, 1996
 Target: Lawyer William Rodriguez
 Location: Cali, Colombia
 Details: Eight gunmen opened fire as Rodriguez was having lunch in a restaurant, wounding him in the throat, arm, and leg. At least five others, including some bodyguards, were killed.
259. Date: September 20, 1996
 Target: Former Prime Minister Benazir Buto
 Location: Pakistan
 Details: Buto was assassinated with seven of his bodyguards, during a police shoot-out and raid on his home. Some claimed that the police planned the incident in order to kill Buto's bodyguards without inflicting any harm on him. This was to be achieved by creating an incident where force and live ammunition would be used to dispose of his bodyguards illegally and without a cause.
260. Date: October 2, 1996
 Target: Premier Andrei Lukanov
 Location: Sofia, Bulgaria
 Details: A gunman shot and killed Lukanov at 9:20 a.m. in front of his apartment building.
261. Date: October 21, 1996
 Target: Mayor Ali Boucetta
 Location: Algiers, Algeria
 Details: A gun battle erupted between 13 Muslim militants and Boucetta's police entourage as his motorcade passed by. Boucetta was shot and killed.
262. Date: November 3, 1996
 Target: Businessman Paul Tatum
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: After he left his office accompanied by two bodyguards, two gunmen shot Tatum 11 times in the back of his head and neck with an AK-47 in an underground passageway outside the Kiev railway station. He had been involved in business disputes over a luxury hotel. Tatum believed he might be killed by the Mafia and was wearing body armor at the time of the attack.
263. Date: December 12, 1996 
 Target: Uday Hussein (President Hussein's son)
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Saddam's heir apparent, Uday, was seriously injured in an ambush when his armored sports car was riddled with automatic weapons fire from two gunmen. He had left his bodyguards behind. Though injured, Uday survived the attack. Several bodyguards were reportedly executed for not providing adequate protection. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
264. Date: January 15, 1997
 Target: Deputy Chairman Abraham Adesanya
 Location: Lagos, Nigeria
 Details: Gunmen opened fire on Adesanya's car, but he suffered only minor injuries. He went into hiding after the attack and blamed it on the military government.
265. Date: January 18, 1997
 Target: Parliament Candidate Azim Tariq
 Location: Lahore, Pakistan
 Details: A bomb exploded as Tariq and Zia-ul Rehman, both Sunni leaders on trial for murder, got out of their police van and were being showered with rose petals by supporters in front of the courthouse. The blast killed Rehman and 25 others, including police and journalists. Tariq and dozens more were wounded. Rival Shiite Muslims were blamed.
266. Date: January 28, 1997
 Target: Union Leader Abdelhak Benhamouda
 Location: Algiers, Algeria
 Details: A gunman opened fire, killing Benhamouda, another union official, and a bodyguard. More than 60,000 died during five years of insurgency.
267. Date: February 4, 1997
 Target: Roman Catholic Bishop Benjamin de Jesus
 Location: Jolo, Philippines
 Details: Two attackers shot de Jesus six times in the head and body as he walked outside his cathedral, killing him and a bystander and wounding five others.
268. Date: February 10, 1997
 Target: Supreme Court Judge Rafael M. Emperador
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: Two gunmen shot and killed Emperador outside his home. The assassination came as the court was putting pressure on Basque separatists. ETA terrorists killed almost 800 people between 1968 and 1997.
269. Date: February 10, 1997
 Target: Mayor Safet Orucevic
 Location: Mostar, Bosnia
 Details: Croat gunmen fired on about 200 Muslims who were visiting a cemetery on a religious holiday, killing one and wounding many. Orucevic was beaten and the city's Islamic leader, Seid Smajkic, had a minor gunshot wound.
270. Date: February 11, 1997
 Target: Legislator Nalanda Ellawala
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Mahinda Ratnatilleke, a former opposition party mayor, gunned down Ellawal during a local election campaign. A second suspect remained at large, as of 2006.
271. Date: February 14, 1997
 Target: Supreme Court Judge V. Nkezabaganwa
 Location: Kigali, Rwanda
 Details: Three uniformed gunmen opened fire on his car as it pulled into the driveway of his home. He was killed along with his driver and a neighbor.
272. Date: March 30, 1997
 Target: Opposition Leader Sam Rainsy
 Location: Phnom Penh, Cambodia
 Details: Four grenades were thrown from a passing car into a political rally in front of the National Assembly building. One grenade exploded about ten meters from Rainsy, killing one of his bodyguards. Of the 200 people in the crowd, between 16 and 20 were killed and 150 wounded, including Rainsey. A unit of heavily-armed troops in full combat assault uniforms was positioned near the KNP speech platform. According to local media reports, these soldiers made no attempt to apprehend the attackers and prevented KNP supporters from doing so.
273. Date: April 12, 1997
 Target: Deputy Interior Minister Radovan Stojicic
 Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
 Details: A masked gunman shot and killed Stojicic, who oversaw public security for President Milosevic, while Stojicic was dining in a popular eating place, which he frequented. Stojicic sat with his son and a friend, who was wounded. The assassin fired seven bullets into Stojicic and only one of them missed. The gunman fired three more bullets into the window on his way out, just to make sure no one tried to stop him, but no one else was hurt. The whole incident lasted only a few seconds. Stojicic had given his bodyguards the night off.
274. Date: April 28, 1997
 Target: Vice President of the House of Representatives Julio Enrique Acosta
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: A bomb detonated by remote control injured Acosta and killed one of his bodyguards. The rebel National Liberation Army is suspected.
275. Date: April 30, 1997
 Target: President Emomali Rakhmonov
 Location: Dushanbe, Tajikistan
 Details: An assassin hurled a grenade at Rakmonov after he emerged from his car and was shaking hands with people outside a theater. The grenade went off near his feet, killing two and wounding 58, including Rakmonov. Two suspects were arrested.
276. Date: May 2, 1997
 Target: Culture Minister Philippe Douste-Blazy
 Location: Lourdes, France
 Details: A man with a history of mental problems attacked Blazy with a knife, wounding him in the shoulder. The assailant then fled to a cafe, where police found him sipping a drink.
277. Date: June 15, 1997
 Target: Sports Club Executive Larisa Nechayeva
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Gunmen killed Nechayeva, shooting her in the head and chest at her country house. It was the Russian sports world's second contract killing in three months. Organized crime groups have targeted sports organizations, seeking a cut of their lucrative profits.
278. Date: June 29, 1997
 Target: Legislative Candidate Mohammad R. Bangi
 Location: Kashmir
 Details: A blast in a high-security complex for state lawmakers who have been threatened, killed Bangi and two guests, and wounded two others. The complex is one of the most well guarded buildings in the city.
279. Date: August 8, 1997
 Target: Senator Jorge Cristo
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Six assailants (two men and four women) shot Cristo six times after getting out of his car outside his office. His bodyguard was also killed. Police blamed leftist guerrillas. Cristo was a close political ally of President Samper.
280. Date: September 25, 1997
 Target: Hamas Leader Khalid Mashaal
 Location: Amman, Jordan
 Details: Two Mossad agents injected poison into Mashaal's ear as he entered his office. He collapsed and was hospitalized with breathing problems, but recovered. Mashaal's bodyguards chased down and captured the agents. Israeli President Netanyahu was blamed for the assassination attempt. Mashaal is the top figure in Hamas, which has killed many Israeli citizens.
281. Date: October 24, 1997
 Target: Business Leader Zoran Todorovic
 Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
 Details: A gunman shot Todorovic in the head at close range as he got out of his Mercedes at the office, killing him. His bodyguard was shot and seriously wounded. The gunman fled down the crowded streets and escaped. Todorovic was the third high-ranking member of President Milosevic's circle to be gunned down this year.
282. Date: November 6, 1997
 Target: Venezuelan Ambassador Alfredo Enrique Vargas
 Location: Kingston, Jamaica
 Details: A gunman shot and killed Vargas in his third floor apartment.
283. Date: November 8, 1997
 Target: Sunni Secretary General Nadeem Iqbal Awan
 Location: Multan, Pakistan
 Details: Two gunmen on a motorcycle sped up to Awan's office and shot him through the door, killing him and wounding his associate. The attack was believed to be religiously motivated.
284. Date: November 12, 1997
 Target: U.S. Businessmen
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Four oil company workers left their hotel in a company station wagon with their driver en route to the office. Barely 500 yards from the hotel a car intercepted them as they inched along in heavy traffic and two gunmen opened fire, killing everyone. The gunmen then casually drove away. The killings came two days after a U.S. court convicted Pakistani terrorist Mir Aimal Kasi for killing two CIA employees in 1993. The judge presiding over Kasi's trial quickly tightened security around the jurors.
285. Date: November 23, 1997
 Target: Mafia Boss Antonino Geraci
 Location: Palermo, Italy
 Details: Gunmen shot Geraci, a convicted Mafia boss, in the head five times while he was in his car. He had finished a jail sentence from his 1987 conviction and visited Palermo for medical appointments.
286. Date: November 27, 1997
 Target: Magazine Editor Jesus Blancornelas
 Location: Tijuana, Mexico
 Details: Gunmen shot and seriously wounded Blancornelas in the back, chest, and hand while he was riding in his car at 9:30 a.m. His bodyguard was killed. Blancornelas had won awards for his investigative reporting on political assassinations and drug dealing. The attack occurred just one week after bodyguards assigned to the journalist by the Baja California state government were withdrawn by that same government.
287. Date: January 15, 1998 
 Target: Crime Unit Director Ruslan Gitinov
 Location: Dagestan, Russia
 Details: Unknown assailants opened fire on Gitinov's car as he was traveling home. A brief but fierce shoot-out between his bodyguards and the gunmen occurred. Gitinov was wounded in the shoulder and his driver received a severe head wound. It was not his first attack. A bomb had been placed along his motorcade route about six weeks before this incident, but the bomb had exploded before he reached it. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
288. Date: May 17, 1998
 Target: Mayor Sarojini Yogeswaran
 Location: Jaffna, Sri Lanka
 Details: Yogeswaran was killed at her home at 10.30 a.m., as two men reportedly arrived at her house and asked to speak to her. When she invited them inside, one of them shot her ten to 12 times. She was unarmed and had no bodyguards. She had entered politics after the assassination of her husband, Vettival Yogeswaran, who was killed in 1989.
289. Date: May 28, 1998 
 Target: Provincial Legislator
 Location: Srinagar, India
 Details: A legislator, his driver, a bodyguard, and three others were injured seriously when a bomb detonated. Though their armored car was totally destroyed, the occupants all survived. Pakistani-supported Muslim militants are suspected. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
290. Date: June 1, 1998 
 Target: Libyan Leader Muammar Gaddafi
 Location: Dirnah, Libya
 Details: While en route to Egypt for an official visit, Gaddafi's motorcade stopped on the road. Several gunmen opened fire from the surrounding mountains. Gaddafi was injured in the elbow and his top bodyguard, a woman known as Aisha, was shot dead when she shielded him. Sixteen other bodyguards were killed, and seven more were seriously wounded. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
291. Date: June 25, 1998
 Target: Town Councilor Manuel Zamarreno
 Location: Bilbao, Spain
 Details: Following his daily routine of walking from his home to the bakery for a loaf of bread, Zamarreno died when he walked past a remote-controlled bomb and it was detonated. The device was hidden on a motorcycle, which was parked next to his car. His bodyguard was walking ten feet behind him and was wounded by shrapnel. Zamarreno was the sixth town councilor killed by ETA terrorists in the past 12 months.
292. Date: July 14, 1998
 Target: Deputy Administrator Jose Jimenez
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Three men in hoods blocked Jimenez's car while he was en route to work. They opened fire with automatic weapons, shooting him 16 times, and wounding his driver.
293. Date: July 23, 1998 
 Target: President Aslan Maskhadov
 Location: Grozny, Russia
 Details: A car bomb exploded as Maskhadov's motorcade passed by en route to his office, killing the driver and a bodyguard and wounding several others, including Maskhadov. The blast wrecked his armored Chevrolet Caprice. Maskhadov sprang from the smoking wreckage. He later stated, "To my great regret, my best bodyguard was killed." On July 29, he received a new armored Mercedes as a replacement vehicle. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
294. Date: August 7, 1998
 Target: U.S. Ambassador Prudence Bushnell
 Location: Nairobi, Kenya
 Details: A van carrying five men drove to the entrance of the embassy's underground garage. Security guard Joash Okindo and his colleagues, armed only with short wooden clubs, confronted the men, stopping them at a barrier to the embassy's front parking lot, and forcing them to turn into the rear parking lot. The attackers then jumped from the truck and opened fire with automatic rifles. At least one Marine returned fire, and one of the attackers threw a hand grenade. Moments later, the truck exploded, killing 212 and wounding 5,400, including Bushnell. The guards kept the truck from entering the garage, where it would have caused even more death. Another 11 people were killed and 85 were injured in a simultaneous bomb attack on the U.S. Embassy in neighboring Tanzania. That bomb was attached to a water truck that served the embassy and was triggered by remote control, apparently without the driver's knowledge. U.S. federal prosecutors have charged 17 people in New York in the bombings. Nine suspects were still at large in 2006, including Osama bin Laden, accused of ordering the attacks.
295. Date: September 3, 1998
 Target: Mayor Yuri Timoshkov
 Location: Nizhnevartovsk, Russia
 Details: Timoshkov, his driver, and his bodyguard were hurt when a car bomb exploded as they drove past it. It was the second assassination attempt against him.
296. Date: September 11, 1998
 Target: Mayor Ponnuthurai Sivapalan
 Location: Jaffna, Sri Lanka
 Details: Separatist Tamil rebels bombed city hall, killing the mayor and 19 others. At least 20 others were wounded in the blast that destroyed much of the mayor's office, flinging sections of the roof up to 300 feet away. It came just four months after the mayor's predecessor was assassinated.
297. Date: September 12, 1998
 Target: Party Leader Azem Haidari
 Location: Tirana, Albania
 Details: Gunmen assassinated Haidari with automatic weapons as he emerged from his political party's headquarters. He was hit by shots fired from two cars parked next to the building, and died a short time later at the hospital. One of his two bodyguards was also killed. Nearly a year ago, he was shot and badly wounded in Parliament by a rival legislator.
298. Date: September 15, 1998
 Target: Congressman Jorge Humberto Gonzalez
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: Gonzalez was shot and killed by two motorcycle gunmen as he stopped his car at a traffic light. He was shot four times in the head, and died 15 minutes after being rushed to the hospital. His wife and driver were also in the car but escaped injury in the attack.
299. Date: September 22, 1998
 Target: Defense Minister Ahmet Krasniqi
 Location: Tirana, Albania
 Details: Krasniqi was shot and killed by gunmen while entering his home. Police found three 9mm shell casings at the scene.
300. Date: October 25, 1998
 Target: General Shaid Bargishev
 Location: Grozny, Chechnya
 Details: A remote-controlled bomb planted on the parking lot exploded as Bargishev was getting out of his car outside his office. The blast blew off both of his legs and he died at the hospital. Two bodyguards were injured in the blast. His unit was combating kidnappers.
301. Date: November 22, 1998
 Target: Lawmaker Galina Starovoitova
 Location: St. Petersburg, Russia
 Details: Starovoitova was gunned down while climbing the stairs to her apartment as she returned home.
302. Date: March 1, 1999
 Target: Senator Jean-Yvon Toussaint
 Location: Delmas, Haiti
 Details: Toussaint was shot and killed in front of his home by unknown gunmen.
303. Date: March 5, 1999
 Target: Governor Ayhan Cevik
 Location: Ankara, Turkey
 Details: A car bomb exploded as Cevik's car drove past en route to his office. Three people were killed, and ten were injured, including Cevik.
304. Date: March 15, 1999
 Target: Attorney Rosemary Nelson
 Location: Lurgan, Northern Ireland
 Details: Nelson drove away from her home when a bomb exploded, blowing both of her legs off. The bomb was apparently attached to her car while she was gone for the weekend. She had represented Catholics in several highprofile cases.
305. Date: March 16, 1999
 Target: Deputy Interior Minister Jozo Leutar
 Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina
 Details: A bomb explosion wrecked Leutar's car, critically injuring him, his driver, and another passenger.
306. Date: March 23, 1999
 Target: Vice President Luis Maria Argana
 Location: Asuncion, Paraguay
 Details: The assassination took place about 8:50 a.m. when a car intercepted the vice president's car as he was being driven to his office. Four gunmen dressed in military camouflage uniforms and armed with an M-16 rifle, a shotgun, and hand grenades unleashed a barrage that killed Argana and his driver, and wounded two bodyguards, one critically. The assassins piled out and finished off the vice president at close range. Television footage showed a bodyguard walking in a daze at the scene, his face a mask of blood, calling for help over a hand radio. Argana slumped in the back seat of his bullet-riddled car.
307. Date: April 9, 1999
 Target: President Ibrahim Bare Mainassara
 Location: Niamey, Niger
 Details: As Mainassara walked across the airport tarmac to board his helicopter, members of the Presidential Guard opened fire on him with a truck-mounted machine gun, killing him. Then other soldiers joined in, firing also at presidential bodyguards who moved to rescue Mainassara. The chief bodyguard was killed when he tried to return fire. Three soldiers and one civilian were killed, and about six were wounded.
308. Date: April 20, 1999 
 Target: Nationalist Leader Yuri Belyayev
 Location: St. Petersburg, Russia
 Details: Belyayev was getting into his Jeep Wrangler outside his home when a sniper opened fire from a rooftop with a machine pistol. The first five 9mm bullets struck Belyayev, before his two bodyguards shielded his body, and he survived. His bodyguards were struck with another 15 bullets and were killed. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
309. Date: April 26, 1999
 Target: Television Newscaster Jill Dando
 Location: Fulham, England
 Details: Dando, a popular figure on a television crime show, was shot once in the side of her head with a 9mm pistol on the doorstep of her home. The killer calmly walked away.
310. Date: May 15, 1999
 Target: Lawmaker Abdul Ahad Kar
 Location: Langet, India
 Details: Kar stepped out of his home and was shot and killed by two gunmen, who were suspected separatists. They fled the scene and escaped. He was the second party official to be killed within 24 hours.
311. Date: May 20, 1999
 Target: Massimo D'Antona, consultant and assistant to Italian Labor Minister
 Location: Bologna, Italy
 Details: Two gunmen, one on foot and the other aboard a scooter, approached Biagi as he was riding his bicycle home in downtown Bologna. They shot him at least three times with 9mm pistols. He had just returned home by train from Modena where he had taught at the university. Officials believed the assassination was politically motivated and masterminded by a leftist terrorist group.
312. Date: July 29, 1999
 Target: Parliamentarian Neelan Thiruchelvam
 Location: Colomo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Thiruchelvam died instantly when a suicide bomber, strapped with explosives, threw himself on the lawmaker's car. The assailant was also killed, while Thiruchelvam's five police bodyguards, his driver, and a bystander were wounded. Thiruchelvam's car was caught up in a traffic snarl near Rosmead Place when a motorcycle carrying two people drove up. One of the people on the bike threw himself at the car, and set off the blast that killed Thiruchelvam. The motorcycle rider escaped before police sealed off the area.
313. Date: September 6, 1999 
 Target: President Hosni Mubarak
 Location: Port Said, Egypt
 Details: A man rushed toward Mubarak's armored limousine as he was reaching out the window and waving to passing crowds. The man cut Mubarak's finger with a sharp tool before bodyguards shot and killed him. Mubarak's wound was treated with a disinfectant and he went on to deliver a speech, in which he said nothing about the attack. Mubarak survived at least three assassination attempts. One of his guards suffered a cut finger, some said from a bullet and others said from the assassin's tool. Officers were reportedly sent to the attacker's home on the day before Mubarak's visit to detain him as a known troublemaker. However, instead of knocking on his door, the officers merely asked neighbors if he was around and failed to find him. Three senior security chiefs were transferred to other assignments following the attack. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
314. Date: October 27, 1999
 Target: Political Satirist Jaime Garzon
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: A motorcycle assassin gunned down Garzon as he drove to work at Radionet, the all-news network where he was a morning show co-host. He was stopped at a red light when a gunman approached the car and pumped five shots into his head and chest. Garzon was the most prominent Colombian assassinated since the November 1995 killing of Alvaro Gomez, then leader of the political opposition. He had received death threats from right-wing paramilitary militias, although he refused bodyguards. The government announced a $270,000 reward for the killers and said 600 motorcycles fitting the description of the one used in the killing were impounded so they could be investigated.
315. Date: October 27, 1999
 Target: Prime Minister Vazgen Sarkisian
 Location: Yerevan, Armenia
 Details: Five nationalist gunmen apparently hid their automatic weapons under their long overcoats and were not challenged by security guards. They burst into the Parliament chamber and killed Sarkisian, Parliament Speaker Karen Demirchian, and six top officials. Nine other lawmakers were wounded. They held some 40 hostages until they surrendered on October 28. On November 6, a lawmaker was arrested for orchestrating the attack.
316. Date: October 31, 1999
 Target: Political Leader Momcilo Trajkovic
 Location: Pristina, Kosovo
 Details: Trajkovic was shot and wounded in the right leg by two assailants at 10:45 p.m. when he went to open the door of his third floor apartment after somebody rang the bell. He was normally under KFOR protection but had asked for the guard to be removed so he could meet privately with family members. He was shot while in the doorway of his flat but was able to slam the door on his attackers. There was a bullet hole in a pane of glass alongside the door.
317. Date: November 2, 1999
 Target: Parliament Member Ramesh Nadarajah
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Nadarajah was being driven to work when gunmen pulled alongside his Toyota van and opened fire with automatic weapons. They sprayed bullets through the van's windows, killing Nadarajah and his driver, and wounding two pedestrians.
318. Date: November 22, 1999
 Target: Party Leader Abdelkader Hachani
 Location: Algiers, Algeria
 Details: Hachani was shot three times and killed after he entered his dentist's office. The gunman shot him with a pistol twice in the head and once in the stomach.
319. Date: December 3, 1999
 Target: Oil Company Director Alexander Yashchenko
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Yashchenko, his two bodyguards, and their driver were shot to death while riding in their car. Unidentified gunmen, standing on an overpass, opened fire on the car. The gunmen then approached the car and fired a few more rounds, killing everyone inside.
320. Date: December 18, 1999 
 Target: President Chandrika Kumaratunga
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Kumaratunga was injured at an election rally after an assassin detonated explosives that were strapped to her body. The blast occurred as Mrs. Kumaratunga was about to get into her car outside Colombo's town hall after addressing a rally of her People's Alliance party. The bomber tried to embrace Mrs. Kumaratunga, but bodyguards grabbed the terrorist and dragged her several feet before she detonated the explosive. Twenty-six people were killed, including a senior police official, three of Kumaratunga's bodyguards, and her driver. Over 100 others, including Kumaratunga and four ministers, were injured. The president's face was hit and she was hospitalalized immediately after the blast. She also reportedly sustained an eye injury. A finance minister and transport minister were among the injured. Security commandos opened fire immediately after the blast and at least one photographer was injured. An investigation determined that security was lax and ten officers were disciplined. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
321. Date: December 30, 1999
 Target: Singer George Harrison
 Location: Henley-on-Thames, England
 Details: Michael Abram broke into Harrison's home with the intent to kill the singer/songwriter. Abram, psychotic and recently turned away from a mental hospital, thought the Beatles were witches. Harrison struggled with the man and was stabbed eight times in the chest. Harrison's wife, Olivia, intervened and fought the assailant to unconsciousness. She also received injuries in the attack. The assailant sustained several injuries, including a knife wound in the buttock, and many serious cuts to the head and face. When Abram was arrested, he asked police, "Did I kill him?" He had also conducted research to locate former Beatle, Paul McCartney, whom he intended to attack after killing Harrison -- but Mrs. Harrison's interventions ended his plans.
322. Date: January 7, 2000
 Target: Justice Mohammad Nawaz Marri
 Location: Quetta, Pakistan
 Details: Four masked men firing automatic weapons killed Marri as he was riding to work. He was struck with four bullets, one in the heart. His driver and bodyguard were not injured. The gunmen escaped.
323. Date: January 15, 2000
 Target: Serb Warlord Zeljko "Arkan" Raznatovic
 Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
 Details: Arkan was seated in the lobby of the Inter-Continental Hotel with two bodyguards. Dobrosav Gavric, a junior member of police mobile brigade, walked up alone toward his target from behind. Gavric waited for a few minutes, then drew his CZ99 duty pistol, and shot Arkan three times in back of the head. Arkin's companions, business manager Milenko Mandic and police inspector Dragan Garic, were also shot to death by Gavric. Gavric was shot and wounded immediately after by Arkan's bodyguard, Zvonko Mateovic, and fell unconscious. A woman was seriously wounded in a further shoot out between them. Arkan was still alive, despite having been shot in the head. Police officers refused to drive him to the hospital on the basis that they were not authorized to do so until an emergency truck arrived. His bodyguard put him into a car whose driver took him to a hospital. Arkan was declared dead on arrival having died in his wife's arms on the way to hospital. Doctors tried resuscitation for over one hour in vain, although they managed to revive him for a moment. After surgery Gavric survived, but remained disabled in a wheelchair as result of a spinal wound. He pleaded innocent and never admitted that he committed the crime. He was convicted and sentenced to 19 years of jail. His accomplices received from 3 to 15 years each. However the original court verdict was overturned recently, because of a lack of evidence and the vagueness of the first trial process.
324. Date: February 6, 2000
 Target: Mayor Oscar Aldaba
 Location: San Teodoro, Philippines
 Details: Two men armed with pistols shot Aldaba three times in the head as he entered a church with his wife and children. The gunmen then calmly walked away. Aldaba was unescorted by his bodyguards.
325. Date: February 7, 2000
 Target: Defense Minister Pavle Bulatovic
 Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
 Details: Bulatovic was sitting in a restaurant when gunmen fired automatic weapons through the window, killing him and wounding the restaurant owner and a banker.
326. Date: February 22, 2000
 Target: Secretary General Fernando Buesa
 Location: Vitoria, Spain
 Details: Buesa and his bodyguard were killed as they walked from his house past a car loaded with explosives. The terrorist group ETA was blamed for the explosion, which occurred near the Basque regional headquarters. Buesa had been told that he was on an ETA hit list, which police had recently seized.
327. Date: February 27, 2000
 Target: Police Chief Alfredo de la Torre
 Location: Tijuana, Mexico
 Details: As he was driving himself home from mass, gunmen armed with AK-47s and 9mm pistols pulled alongside de la Torre's Chevy Suburban and opened fire, killing him. He had not told his bodyguards that he was going to church and they were not with him. The windshield had a dozen bullet holes in it, and all the windows on the driver's side were shot out.
328. Date: February 27, 2000
 Target: Government Minister Nagen Sharma
 Location: Gauhati, India
 Details: Guerrillas triggered a remote-controlled land mine as Sharma's vehicle went past, killing him, two police guards, and two state government officials. Sharma's vehicle was in a motorcade of eight cars and jeeps. Gunmen raked the rest of the motorcade with gunfire before escaping.
329. Date: March 22, 2000
 Target: President Arkady Gukasyan
 Location: Stepanakert, Nagorno-Karabakh
 Details: Gunmen in a car pulled alongside Gukasyan's car and opened fire, seriously wounding him, his driver, and a bodyguard.
330. Date: March 22, 2000
 Target: Arms Dealer Gerald Bull
 Location: Brussels, Belgium
 Details: Bull was found shot to death in front of his apartment. Belgium police found $20,000 in cash in his pockets. Many believed he was assassinated by Israeli Mossad agents for his involvement with arming Iraq with a giant artillery gun capable of firing nuclear or chemical shells for hundreds of miles.
331. Date: March 23, 2000
 Target: Government Official Cuauhtemoc Herrera Suastegui
 Location: Mexico City, Mexico
 Details: At least four gunmen opened fire as Herrera, his attorney, a bodyguard, and a female drug agent were entering the Mexico City Hotel. The bodyguard was killed, and the others were wounded.
332. Date: March 26, 2000 
 Target: Deputy Prime Minister Ilyas Umakhanov
 Location: Makhachkala, Dagestan
 Details: A bomb destroyed Umakhanov's armored car as it moved through the city streets. Though injured, the protectee survived the attack. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
333. Date: April 3, 2000
 Target: Federal Prosecutor Margarita Pulgarin
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: A gunman on a motorcycle opened fire on Pulgarin as she stepped outside her house, killing her. The motorcycle, driven by another man, escaped.
334. Date: April 3, 2000
 Target: Radio Haiti owner Jean Leopold Dominique
 Location: Haiti
 Details: Dominique parked his car on the lot at Radio Haiti and was entering the building when an unknown number of gunmen fired several shots, killing him and station security guard Jean-Claude Louissaint. Dominique had been very critical of government malfeasance and corruption.
335. Date: April 4, 2000
 Target: Governor Mohammad Arif Khan
 Location: Peshawar, Pakistan
 Details: A street-side cigarette vendor produced an automatic weapon and opened fire on Khan's vehicle as he drove past. Khan and a bodyguard were killed, and two others in the car were wounded. Khan was vacationing in the town.
336. Date: October 30, 2000
 Target: Supreme Court Judge Jose Francisco Querol
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: As Querol was driven past an intersection near his home, a parked car that was rigged with a bomb was detonated by remote control, killing Ouerol, his driver, and a bodyguard. It injured 66 others and extensively damaged the surrounding neighborhood.
337. Date: November 6, 2000
 Target: City Official Malika Gazimiyeva
 Location: Gudermes, Russia
 Details: A remote-controlled car bomb exploded on a street leading to Gazimiyeva's office, injuring her, her bodyguard, and the driver. She had been targeted by previous attacks.
338. Date: November 29, 2000
 Target: Mayor Carlos Julio Rosas
 Location: Orito, Colombia
 Details: Rosas was leaving his house at 7 a.m. when two men on a motorcycle pulled up, fired four rounds from a pistol into him, and fled, leaving Rosas dead. He was the 17th mayor killed in Colombia in the year 2000.
339. Date: December 4, 2000
 Target: Senior City Official Sergei Alyoshin
 Location: St. Peterburg, Russia
 Details: Alyoshin was getting into his car with his daughter when the car exploded, injuring them both.
340. Date: December 14, 2000
 Target: Town Councilor Francisco Cano Consuegra
 Location: Viladecavallas, Spain
 Details: Consuegra was driving his car when an explosive device attached to the underside of it detonated. He was rushed to a hospital, but died during surgery. The terrorist group ETA claimed credit for the attack.
341. Date: December 15, 2000 
 Target: Labor Leader Wilson Borja
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Three gunmen with automatic weapons sprayed Borja's vehicle with bullets as he left his home and was about to enter an avenue crowded with rush hour traffic. Borja's bodyguards returned fire. A female street vendor was killed, and Borja, his driver, and one of his bodyguards were wounded. The gunmen fled in a car, and police found it, along with the body of one assassin. Borja was shot in the shoulder and right leg, and a bullet grazed his head. He had received a series of death threats. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
342. Date: December 20, 2000
 Target: Deputy Mayor Iosif Ordzhonikidze
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Ordzhonikidze was on his way to work at City Hall in rush hour traffic, when two masked gunmen opened fired on his car, blowing out the windows, severely wounding him and killing his driver. The gunmen fired from both sides of the street, using assault rifles equipped with silencers, and put 26 bullet holes in the car.
343. Date: December 29, 2000
 Target: Congressman Diego Turbay
 Location: Florencia, Colombia
 Details: Turbay was en route to swearing-in ceremony, riding in an armored four-wheel-drive vehicle, when FARC guerillas sprayed the vehicle with automatic weapons fire and forced it to stop. Turbay, his mother, and three bodyguards were forced to get out of the vehicle, and then they were executed.
344. Date: January 16, 2001
 Target: President Laurent Kabila
 Location: Kinshasa, Congo
 Details: Trusted presidential bodyguard Rashidi Kasereka, entered the White House reception room, leaned over Kabila as if he was going to speak to him, then pulled out his service revolver and shot Kabila once in the neck and twice in the abdomen at pointblank range, wounding him. Retreating, Kasereka fired two more shots into Kabila's stomach. Other bodyguards rushed into the room and started shooting at Kasereka, hitting him in the leg. He fell, and they shot him two more times, killing him. Kabila died a few days later.
345. Date: January 17, 2001
 Target: Governor Patricio Martinez
 Location: Chihuahua, Mexico
 Details: Martinez was descending the stairs from his office in the state capitol. Former state police officer Victoria Loya pulled a .32 revolver out of her purse and shot Martinez, grazing his head but not killing him. She was quickly taken into custody. She had been fired from her police job four years ago for trying to shoot her husband, and reportedly suffered from mental problems.
346. Date: January 18, 2001
 Target: Mayor Henry Perea Torres
 Location: Jurado, Colombia
 Details: Two FARC rebels, armed with pistols, burst into Torres's office, dragged him outside, and shot him twice in the head.
347. Date: January 24, 2001
 Target: Security Director Gaffar Okkan
 Location: Ankara, Turkey
 Details: Members of an Islamic terrorist cell opened fire on Okkan's vehicle just as he left his office at 3:25 p.m., killing him, his driver, and four bodyguards. He had run successful operations against Hezbollah and other terrorist groups.
348. Date: January 29, 2001
 Target: Chief Administrator Akhmed Kadyrov
 Location: Gudermes, Chechnya
 Details: An explosion tore apart cars in Kadyrov's motorcade and left him slightly injured. The explosion, the third assassination attempt against him in two months, injured nine of his bodyguards and destroyed two cars.
349. Date: March 20, 2001
 Target: Deputy Mayor Froilan Elexpe
 Location: Lasarte, Spain
 Details: A suspected ETA gunman shot Elexpe twice as he drank wine in his favorite bar. Hundreds of Basque politicians had been given bodyguards, but Elexpe had refused.
350. Date: April 11, 2001
 Target: Deputy Interior Minister Khabib Sanginov
 Location: Dushanbe, Tajikistan
 Details: Three gunmen in sweat suits sprayed Sanginov's car with AK-47 fire as he rode through a suburb at 8 a.m., killing him, his driver, and two bodyguards.
351. Date: April 16, 2001
 Target: Youth and Sports Minister Francois Massaquoi
 Location: Voinjama, Liberia
 Details: Massaquoi was shot and killed during an attack on his helicopter. He was reportedly bringing humanitarian supplies when dissident forces opened fire on the civilian helicopter as it attempted to land. The helicopter managed to escape, but Massaquoi died shortly after arrival at the nearest hospital.
352. Date: May 1, 2001
 Target: Politician Hector Polania
 Location: Pitalito, Colombia
 Details: Polania was traveling along a highway when two men on a motorcycle opened fire, killing Polania and wounding one of his bodyguards. The gunmen were believed to be FARC rebels. In 1999, he survived an apparent kidnap attempt in which a police bodyguard was killed fighting off the assailants.
353. Date: May 11, 2001
 Target: Congressman Marcial Punzalan Jr.
 Location: Tiaong, Philippines
 Details: Punzalan and his bodyguard were shot and killed as they got out of their car to attend a campaign rally for his wife. Two men emerged from a group of six people, and opened fire on them. Another person accompanying the lawmaker and a passerby were also wounded. There were no immediate arrests.
354. Date: May 18, 2001
 Target: Muslim Cleric Maulana Saleem Qadri
 Location: Baldia Town, Pakistan
 Details: Qadri's vehicle was reportedly ambushed by a team of six assassins, riding three motorbikes. The gunmen sprayed the van on three sides when it slowed down due to a speed-breaker. Qadri, two relatives, his driver, a bodyguard, and a policeman stationed nearby were killed. Three others were wounded, including his six-year-old son and eight-year-old nephew. One of the assailants was also killed when the wounded police guard of Qadri returned fire. The assailants then drove away. Qadri had been provided with four guards, but he had taken only one of them with him, leaving the rest at his residence.
355. Date: May 24, 2001
 Target: Newspaper Executive Santiago Oleaga
 Location: San Sebastian, Spain
 Details: At 8:30 a.m., two ETA gunmen opened fire on Oleaga as he was parking his car across the street from a hospital, where he went each day for physical therapy. He was shot three times in the head, three times in the back, and once in the neck, and killed. He did not have police protection.
356. Date: June 1, 2001
 Target: Premier Ezekiel Alebua
 Location: Kakabona, Solomon Islands
 Details: A man fired a shotgun at Alebua and a relative, as they were about to get into their car. Alebua suffered pellet wounds to the face, chest, and forearm, but was treated and released at a local hospital.
357. Date: June 8, 2001
 Target: Regional Minister Magomedsalikh Gusayev
 Location: Makhachkala, Dagestan
 Details: Gusayev was leaving his home in the morning when a bomb planted under the threshold exploded. He reportedly sustained a break in his left shinbone as well as some lights wounds, but was in good condition after surgery.
358. Date: June 28, 2001
 Target: Defense Minister Justo Oreja Pedraza
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: At 8:30 a.m., when Pedraza stepped from his apartment building, a 4-1/2 lb. bomb in a knapsack strapped to a bicycle was detonated by remote control. The blast blew the facade off the building, and injured 15, including Pedraza, who had serious burns on most of his body. The ETA was blamed. He did not have a bodyguard.
359. Date: July 14, 2001
 Target: Town Councilor Jose Javier Mugica
 Location: Leiza, Spain
 Details: Mugica died when a bomb attached to the underside of his van exploded as he started the engine shortly before 10 a.m. The terrorist group ETA was blamed. Another van he owned was charred in an arson attack in August 2000, and threatening graffiti had been spray painted on his home, his shop, and the headquarters of his party.
360. Date: August 29, 2001
 Target: Prosecutor Yolanda Paternina
 Location: Sincelejo, Colombia
 Details: A gunman on a motorcycle shot Paternina twice as she was returning home from work. She was investigating allegations of state complicity in a massacre involving paramilitary gunmen. Two of her colleagues in the investigation had disappeared in June 2001 and were feared dead.
361. Date: September 9, 2001
 Target: Northern Alliance Leader Ahmad Shah Massoud
 Location: Khoja-Bahaudeen, Afghanistan
 Details: Two al-Qaeda terrorists, posing as Belgium reporters, were granted an interview with Massoud. Their camera contained a powerful bomb. It was the same camera they had used to interview other Northern Alliance officials over the preceding months to gain Massoud's trust. During the interview, they triggered the bomb, killing Massoud and one assassin, and wounding the other assassin and Massoud's top man. The injured assassin was machine-gunned to death as he fled the building. Massoud died in his MI-8 helicopter en route to the hospital in Dushanbe. The killing of Massoud had been engineered months in advance by Osama bin Laden, and took place two days before the 9/11 attacks in America.
362. Date: September 27, 2001
 Target: Members of Swiss Parliament
 Location: Zug, Switzerland
 Details: During a regular meeting of Parliament, Friedrich Leibacher, wearing a stolen orange police vest, stormed into the room wildly firing his 5.6mm Sig assault rifle. He then threw a hand grenade. The force of the explosion ripped doors off before he killed himself. The attack killed 15 people including 11 lawmakers. Leibacher had a long-standing feud with transport and justice authorities. The room was packed with 80 local lawmakers, 7 government officials, and journalists. It was the worst attack on record in Switzerland.
363. Date: October 8, 2001
 Target: Congressman Luis Alfredo Colmenares
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Motorcycle gunmen opened fire on Colmenares as he drove his car along an avenue of upscale shops, killing him. He was the 6th lawmaker killed in Colombia in 2001.
364. Date: October 17, 2001
 Target: Tourism Minister Rehavam Zeevi
 Location: Jerusalem, Israel
 Details: Zeevi was shot in the head and neck as he returned to his eighth floor room in the Hyatt Hotel after breakfast. His wife found him moments later. He had been shot with a silencer-equipped weapon. Zeevi had been the target of many threats and was entitled to a bodyguard, but had rejected protection as a matter of principle.
365. Date: November 7, 2001
 Target: Judge Jose Maria Lidon Corbi
 Location: Getxo, Spain
 Details: Two ETA gunmen shot Corbi twice in the back of the head as he drove away from his home at 7:30 a.m. His wife and son were in the car at the time.
366. Date: January 24, 2002
 Target: Former Lebanese Cabinet Minister Elie Hobeika
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Hobeika and three bodyguards were killed, and six others wounded when Hobeika was getting into his sport utility vehicle at 9:40 a.m., and a nearby car bomb was detonated. A rival group claimed responsibility.
367. Date: February 28, 2002
 Target: Town Councilor Esther Cabezudo
 Location: Portugalete, Spain
 Details: A bomb hidden in a supermarket shopping cart exploded as Cabezudo and her bodyguard walked past it. They suffered cuts and hearing loss, and three others, including a pregnant woman, were slightly wounded. The group ETA was blamed.
368. Date: May 6, 2002
 Target: Prime Minister Candidate Pim Fortuyn
 Location: Amsterdam, Netherlands
 Details: Van der Graaf walked up behind Fortuyn on a parking lot outside a radio station and shot him five times in the neck, head, and chest. Graaf was an animal rights activist and said he wanted to stop Fortuyn from gaining power and carrying out his anti-immigration agenda. The killing took place nine days before the election. Graaf attempted to flee on foot after the shooting, but was chased and arrested minutes later with the murder weapon in his pocket, gunpowder on his hands, and Fortuyn's DNA on his pants. He was convicted of murder and sentenced to 18 years in prison.
369. Date: July 6, 2002
 Target: Vice President Abdul Qadir
 Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
 Details: Qadir's vehicle had just left his office at the Ministry of Public Works when two al-Qaeda gunmen, hidden in bushes, opened fire with automatic weapons. Qadir's vehicle went out of control and struck a brick wall. Qadir and his driver were both killed, and the gunmen escaped in a car. All ten uniformed security guards who were on duty at the Ministry were arrested for not reacting to the attack properly.
370. Date: August 16, 2002
 Target: Party Official Ahmad Ahman Pategi
 Location: Kogi, Nigeria
 Details: Pategi was en route to the capital when gunmen opened fire on his car, killing him and his bodyguard. His driver survived and later told police the gunmen had stolen Pategi's car.
371. Date: September 5, 2002
 Target: Police Commander Fernando Mancilla
 Location: Medellin, Colombia
 Details: As Mancilla drove through the city in rush-hour traffic, he was shot to death by two gunmen on a motorcycle . The attack occurred hours before he was to be named head of Colombia's secret police. His sedan was not armored and bodyguards had not accompanied him. The gunmen escaped.
372. Date: September 6, 2002
 Target: Security Council Chief Misir Ashirkulov
 Location: Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
 Details: An unknown assailant tossed three grenades at Ashirkulov as he returned to his home. He received numerous shrapnel wounds and underwent surgery at a government hospital.
373. Date: September 11, 2002
 Target: State Minister Mushtaq Ahmad Lone
 Location: Lalpora, India
 Details: Lone and five supporters were killed when an explosion went off and two gunmen burst out of a rice paddy firing machine guns. Lone and a police bodyguard were struck by gunfire. His bodyguards returned fire, but the gunmen escaped. Four policemen and a civilian were killed, and eight others were wounded in the battle. Two Islamic militant groups claimed credit. Lone was one of the most heavily guarded men in Kashmir.
374. Date: October 6, 2002
 Target: Mayor Bertrand Delanoe
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: Delanoe was greeting the public as part of all-night celebrations across Paris. Azedine Berkane, who was among 2,000 or so people invited into the reception at City Hall, suddenly approached Delanoe and stabbed him once to the right of his stomach. The attacker was overpowered on the spot and taken into custody. Delanoe was rushed to a hospital and underwent surgery, where he recovered. He does not use bodyguards. Berkane stated he stabbed the mayor because he didn't like homosexuals and Delanoe is openly gay. He was later judged mentally unfit to stand trial and sent to a high-security psychiatric hospital.
375. Date: October 19, 2002
 Target: Governor Valentin Tsvetkov
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: A single bullet to the head killed Tsvetkov as he walked with his wife and a deputy into his region's office during early morning rush hour. It was characterized by police as a contract killing.
376. Date: October 25, 2002
 Target: Lawmaker Koki Ishii
 Location: Tokyo, Japan
 Details: Ishii was stabbed to death, as he was about to get into his car in front of his home by an unidentified man with a sashimi knife. The man had been seen outside Ishii's home for about two hours before the attack. The last time a Parliament member was assassinated in Japan was in 1960 when Inejiro Asanuma was stabbed to death at a political rally by a right-wing youth.
377. Date: October 28, 2002
 Target: U.S. Diplomat Laurence Foley
 Location: Amman, Jordan
 Details: Foley left his house in the morning to go to work and was gunned down by two al-Qaeda assassins as he walked to his car. The assassins were arrested on December 14, 2002, and confessed they had been given $18,000 of a promised $50,000 to carry out the attack, along with machine guns, a 7mm pistol with a silencer, bullet-resistant vests, hand grenades, and tear gas cylinders. They were sent to Jordan to scout for targets and picked Foley because he was an easy target.
378. Date: December 13, 2002
 Target: Mayor-elect Dora Bakoyianni
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: As Bakoyianni's car arrived at her office, a former mental patient fired a shotgun at her at the same instant that she bent down to pick up her purse. The shot missed her, but wounded her driver in the neck. Flying glass from her shattered window cut Bakoyianni. The gunman was arrested near the scene.
379. Date: December 29, 2002
 Target: Legislator Chaudhry Mohammed Farooq
 Location: Sarai Alamgir, Pakistan
 Details: Farooq was shot and killed along with his three bodyguards, while riding in his car.
380. Date: January 24, 2003
 Target: Congressman Valdecir Paiva
 Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
 Details: Paiva was shot and killed while driving his car. Witnesses told police that another vehicle forced Paiva's car to stop, then four men jumped out and fired repeatedly into his car. He later died at the hospital.
381. Date: January 27, 2003
 Target: Congressman Joaldo Barboza
 Location: Aracaju, Brazil
 Details: One or two gunmen posing as deliverymen shot and killed Barboza at the door of his home.
382. Date: February 9, 2003
 Target: Politician Shawkat Haji Mushir
 Location: Qamesh Tapa, Iraq
 Details: Three Islamic militants linked to al-Qaeda posed as defectors wanting to negotiate with Mushir. During their meeting they turned on him, pulling AK-47s and hand grenades from under their robes. Mushir, two other party officials, and three civilians were killed. The attackers escaped.
383. Date: March 12, 2003
 Target: Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic
 Location: Belgrade, Serbia-Montenegro
 Details: A sniper shot and killed Djindjic as he got out of his armored vehicle to enter the government headquarters building. Shot once in the chest, a high-powered bullet penetrated his heart and killed him almost instantly. He was rushed to the hospital where he was treated, but pronounced dead one hour later. His bodyguard, Milan Veruovic, was also seriously wounded in the stomach by another shot. The government planned to issue warrants that day for members of the organized crime group Zemun Clan. In the weeks that followed the attack, police arrested more than 3,000 suspects in the investigation. Zvezdan Jovanovic was arrested and accused of firing the shots, using a German-made sniper rifle. The assassination was preceded by several unsuccessful attempts on his life. Most notable was an attempt several days before in which a truck driven by Dejan Milenkovic, a known member of the criminal Zemun Clan, tried to force Djindjic's car off the highway in New Belgrade. He escaped injury only due to the outstanding reaction of his driver and his security detail.
384. Date: March 24, 2003
 Target: Judge Alexandre Martins de Castro Filho
 Location: Vitoria, Brazil
 Details: Filho was shot and killed as he arrived at a gym. Two men were waiting on a motorcycle and fired several times. Filho had received death threats and had been granted police protection. However, he left home before his bodyguards arrived.
385. Date: March 28, 2003
 Target: Lawmaker Gadzhi Makhachev
 Location: Makhachkala, Dagestan
 Details: Makhachev was shot in the arm at 9 a.m. as he was leaving a state university building. He had received a call on his mobile phone just before the shooting and was hit as he lifted his arm. He believed the shot was aimed at his head.
386. Date: April 5, 2003
 Target: Mayor Vivencio Bataga
 Location: Parang, Philippines
 Details: Bataga was visiting at a bus terminal when a bomb placed under a bench exploded, injuring him in the neck along with eight others.
387. Date: June 12, 2003
 Target: Politician Abdur Raziq Khan
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Khan was shot and killed by two gunmen on a motorcycle, while riding in his car. His driver was wounded.
388. Date: July 16, 2003
 Target: Mayor Mohammed Nayil al-Jurayfi
 Location: Hadithah, Iraq
 Details: Unidentified attackers opened fire on al-Jurayfi's car, while he was driving through town, killing him and his son. He was accused of cooperating with American forces.
389. Date: July 7, 2003
 Target: CEO Boedyharto Angsono
 Location: Jakarta, Indonesia
 Details: Angsono was attending a sporting event at a sports stadium. Gunmen shot and killed Angsono's special forces bodyguard, and then killed Angsono with six shots in the head and back. His driver remained in their armored Mercedes and survived the attack. The gunmen escaped.
390. Date: August 19, 2003
 Target: U.N. Envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: A suicide bomber detonated a cement truck packed with explosives outside Mello's U.N. Headquarters office, killing Mello and at least 20 others, and wounding 100. The bomb consisted of Soviet-era artillery shells, mortar rounds, and grenades, packed around a 500-pound aerial bomb.
391. Date: August 25, 2003
 Target: Police General Juan Ramon de la Cruz Martinez
 Location: Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
 Details: Gunmen ambushed Martinez's car as it was parking in front of a residence. Martinez was wounded in the leg, and one bodyguard was killed and another wounded. Three weeks prior to this attack, gunmen ambushed a police captain and killed him. Martinez was a commander assigned to the security detail for President Hipolito Mejia.
392. Date: September 10, 2003
 Target: Foreign Minister Anna Lindh
 Location: Stockholm, Sweden
 Details: Lindh was shopping with a friend at an upscale department store. Mijailo Mijailovic approached Lindh and stabbed her ten times in the arms, chest, and stomach with a knife. Lindh underwent several hours of surgery, but died. Mijailovic fled and was later arrested, and confessed to the attack. He had a history of mental problems and three convictions, including one for the 1996 stabbing of his father, who survived. Mijailovic was convicted and sentenced to life in prison. While Lindh was the third highest official in government, she did not use bodyguards.
393. Date: September 20, 2003
 Target: Governing Councilwoman Aquila al-Hashimi
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: The attack came when six men in a truck fired a rocket-propelled grenade that missed al-Hashimi's car in front of her home. The attackers then opened fire with Kalashnikov assault rifles. Al-Hashimi was wounded in the abdomen and three bodyguards were also wounded. She was rushed into surgery at al-Yarmouk hospital. After surgery, she was transferred in a convoy of American armored vehicles and military ambulances to the U.S. military hospital at Baghdad International Airport, where she died five days later. It was the first direct attack on the 25-member Governing Council.
394. Date: September 30, 2003
 Target: Mayoral Candidate Jose Castillo
 Location: Soledad, Colombia
 Details: Two gunmen on a motorcycle opened fire on Castillo as he left his home. His six bodyguards did not have time to return fire and the gunmen escaped. Castillo was rushed to the hospital where he died. He was the sixth mayoral candidate to be killed in the upcoming election.
395. Date: October 6, 2003
 Target: Parliament Member Maulana Azam Tariq
 Location: Islamabad, Pakistan
 Details: Gunmen in an SUV opened fire near a tollbooth on the car Tariq was riding in. Tariq, three bodyguards, and their driver were all killed.
396. Date: October 26, 2003
 Target: Deputy Mayor Faris Abdul Razaq al-Assam
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Two gunmen, believed to be Baath Party loyalists, assassinated al-Assam, one of three deputy mayors of Baghdad. U.S. officials did not announce al-Assam's death until October 28.
397. Date: November 20, 2003
 Target: Consul General Roger Short
 Location: Istanbul, Turkey
 Details: Two suicide truck bombings devastated the British HSBC Bank and the British Consulate General in Istanbul, killing Short and 26 others, and wounding at least 450. Officials blamed al-Qaeda terrorists.
398. Date: February 12, 2004
 Target: Justice Minister Roger Kusch
 Location: Hamburg, Germany
 Details: Kusch was attending a campaign event when a woman came up behind him, unfolded a pocketknife, and stabbed him in the thigh. Bystanders grabbed the woman and turned her over to police. Kusch was treated at a hospital for a minor injury.
399. Date: March 19, 2004
 Target: President Chen Shui-bian and Vice President Annette Lu
 Location: Tainan, Taiwan
 Details: Chen and Lu were riding in an open jeep during a campaign parade. People were setting off fireworks along the route to celebrate. Chen felt wetness on his stomach, and Lu felt pain in her right knee. Neither realized at first that they had been shot. There was also a bullet hole in the windshield of their vehicle. No arrests were made and both were treated at a local hospital. Police reportedly investigated 119 suspects, and named Chen Yi-hsiung as the most likely shooter. Shortly after the shooting, Chen Yi-hsiung committed suicide by drowning himself. Video footage taken before the shooting put Chen Yi-hsiung at the scene and an investigation of the weapon used traced it back to the suspect, who purchased the weapon shortly before the shooting. Papers left behind show the unemployed suspect was unhappy about the economy and the way the nation was being governed. One note reportedly stated, "I felt depressed. After Chen Shui-bian became the president, the economy turned bad and we could not sell our house." Another note said, "If Chen is reelected, I am old and cannot change anything." On videotapes, the suspect, a man in his late 50s wearing a yellow jacket, was seen walking in the street near the shooting scene. After the shooting, the suspect reportedly ran and then slowed to walk, and then walked quickly. Police interrogated Chen Yi-hsiung before he died because he bore similarities to the balding man in a yellow jacket. When the suspect was asked if he committed the attack, he reportedly replied, "I will deal with what I did." Police said the suspect likely drove his car into a river in Tainan on March 28 and his body was found on March 29.
400. Date: April 12, 2004
 Target: Businessman Boris Goldman
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Goldman, along with his driver, was in his armored Volvo S80 limousine stopped at a traffic light. A motorcycle pulled alongside and the cyclist placed a rucksack with a powerful bomb on the roof of Goldman's car. One of Goldman's bodyguards, in a separate car, jumped out and tried to tackle the cyclist. The cyclist set off the bomb, killing everyone in the car, as well as the bodyguard and himself. Goldman escaped a previous attempt on his life in October 2003 on the same street when a mine was placed under his Toyota jeep and it exploded, badly injuring his driver. Goldman was unhurt in that incident.
401. Date: May 9, 2004
 Target: President Akhmad Kadyrov
 Location: Grozny, Russia
 Details: As Kadyrov attended a Victory Day service, a bomb blast ripped through the VIP section where he was seated. Kadyrov was killed, along with two of his bodyguards and other high level members of his cabinet. At least 16 were killed and at least 56 were wounded. The bomb, constructed from two 152mm artillery shells, was buried in the concrete during a previous renovation of the stadium. Two more unexploded bombs, one constructed of plastic explosives, were found after the attack. Security agents had reportedly used a bomb dog to check the stadium, but the dog didn't find the devices.
402. Date: May 17, 2004
 Target: Iraqi Governing Council President Izzadine Saleem
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Saleem was in a five-car convoy that arrived at the main entrance checkpoint for the Green Zone, the heavily protected U.S. headquarters. A red Volkswagen containing a bomb was parked at the checkpoint and exploded as Saleem's car drove past. Saleem was killed along with four others, including the bomber. Six Iraqis and two U.S. soldiers were wounded in the blast. The entrance is known as the "Assassin's Gate."
403. Date: July 14, 2004
 Target: Governor Usama Kashmoula
 Location: Mosul, Iraq
 Details: Kashmoula was traveling in five-car motorcade when attackers in another car pulled alongside and threw a grenade at his car, then opened fire with automatic weapons. Kashmoula and two bodyguards were killed. The attackers were killed in the ensuing gun battle with Kashmoula's remaining bodyguards.
404. Date: August 25, 2004
 Target: Intelligence Chief Tareq Abu Rajab
 Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
 Details: Rajab was traveling in a two-vehicle convoy when shots rang out. One of the vehicles reportedly flipped over. Rajab was seriously wounded in the chest, two bodyguards were wounded, and two of his bodyguards were killed.
405. Date: September 2004
 Target: Presidential Candidate Viktor Yushchenko
 Location: Ukraine
 Details: Yushchenko underwent a dramatic transformation during his campaign when his face became disfigured. After months of tests, doctors determined that he had been deliberately poisoned with a dioxin. Speculation focused on Ukraine's SBU intelligence service in a botched assassination attempt. Yushchenko was ultimately elected President of Ukraine.
406. Date: November 2, 2004
 Target: Filmmaker Theo van Gogh
 Location: Amsterdam, Netherlands
 Details: Van Gogh was murdered as he rode a bicycle to work. He was shot six times and had his throat cut by an Islamic extremist in broad daylight on a city street. Two knives were left in his body, one pinning a note which contained lines from the Koran. Van Gogh had received death threats since the release of his film, "Submission," which dealt with violence against Muslim women. Police arrested Mohammed Bouyer shortly after the attack. Eleven other Muslim men were arrested in connection with the attack and charged with conspiracy.
407. Date: November 18, 2004
 Target: Prosecutor Danilo Anderson
 Location: Caracas, Venezuela
 Details: Anderson was driving through town when two explosions destroyed his SUV and killed him. He had been pressing charges against backers of Venezuela's failed 2002 coup.
408. Date: November 19, 2004
 Target: Judge Sarath Ambepitiya
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Ambepitiya and his bodyguard were getting out of their car in front of his home, when a gunman opened fire, killing them both. The gunman then escaped in a van. The judge was known for handing out heavy sentences in terrorist and drug-related cases.
409. Date: November 23, 2004
 Target: Deputy Governor Soonthorn Litpakdi
 Location: Pattani, Thailand
 Details: Litpakdi, along with the governor and other officials, was visiting the scene of an earlier shooting that injured two volunteer guards. Gunmen in the crowd opened fire, shooting Litpakdi in the back. He was taken to the hospital and treated for the wound.
410. Date: January 4, 2005
 Target: Governor Ali al-Haidari
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Al-Haidari's three-vehicle convoy was passing through Baghdad's northern neighborhood of Hurriyah when unidentified gunmen opened fire, killing him. Al-Haidari was the target of a previous assassination attempt in 2004 that killed two of his bodyguards. As of 2006, he is the highest-ranking Iraqi official killed since the former president of the now defunct Governing Council, Abdel-Zahraa Othman, was assassinated in 2004. On November 1, 2004, al-Haidari's deputy Hatim Kamil was shot dead while on his way to work. The Ansar al-Sunnah Army militant group claimed responsibility for that attack.
411. Date: January 27, 2005
 Target: Lawmaker Shah AMS Kibria
 Location: Habiganj, Bangladesh
 Details: Insurgents hurled grenades at Kibria as he spoke at a political rally, fatally wounding him and killing at least three others. Nearly 50 people were wounded. Kibria survived the initial attack, sustaining serious injuries in both his legs, and was rushed by ambulance to a hospital in Dhaka, where he died. It was the second fatal attack on an Awami League rally in recent months. There has been no claim of responsibility for any of the attacks.
412. Date: February 14, 2005
 Target: Former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Hariri was assassinated while driving himself in his armored Mercedes from a pre-election meeting at Parliament near Nejmeh Square to his residence at Kuraytem Palace. Hariri and 21 other people, including members of his security detail, were killed in a massive explosion when a van bomb detonated as his motorcade passed by the front of the St. George Hotel on Minae Al-Hosn Street in downtown Beirut. Evidence indicates that the attack was planned and carried out by a cabal of Syrian and Lebanese intelligence services under the direction of the highest ranking Syrian officials and their cohorts in Lebanon's corrupt political system.
Hariri's motorcade consisted of six vehicles. The lead car, a Toyota Land Cruiser, was manned by four officers; the second, a Mercedes 500 S, was manned by three of Hariri's private security team; and the third, an armored Mercedes, was driven by Hariri, who was accompanied by an associate (Mr. Fleyhan). The fourth and fifth cars were Mercedes 500 S's, each manned by three of Mr. Hariri's private security team; they took up positions on either flank of car number three (the principal vehicle). The sixth vehicle was a Chevrolet, fully equipped as an ambulance and manned by three of Mr. Hariri's private security team, two of whom were paramedics. The second, fourth, and fifth cars were equipped with remote IED jamming devices, which were switched on and functional at the time of the attack.
The events surrounding Hariri's murder are as follows:
	12:50pm: Hariri's motorcade departs Nejmeh Square and drives along Ahdab Streetonto Fosh Street. At the intersection of Fosh Street and Seaport Street, the motorcade turns left and takes the maritime route towards the St. George Hotel.
	12:55pm: A Mitsubishi Canter van double parks facing west directly in front of the St. George Hotel.
	12:56pm: As Hariri's motorcade travels west and passes to the left of the Mitsubishi, the van (laden with 1000 kg. of TNT) explodes, instantly killing Hariri, seven of his security team, and thirteen others in the immediate vicinity (another person, trapped under rubble, dies twelve hours later).

The detonation seemed to occur the instant after Hariri's Mercedes, flanked by two other Mercedes, passed by the van. Evidence points to a suicide bomber triggering the blast. UN investigators have found that eight to ten professionals had kept Hariri under constant surveillance for at least two months prior to his assassination. At least six of the surveillants had all three routes from Parliament to Kuraytem Palace under close scrutiny on the day of Hariri's murder. The Mitsubishi van can be seen on video taken by a CCTV security camera positioned across the street from the St. George Hotel at an HSBC Bank. The footage shows the van traveling at least six times slower than the surrounding traffic.
413. Date: April 27, 2005
 Target: Legislator Sheikha Lameah Khaddouri al-Sakri
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Three men with pistols shot Khaddouri to death at the front gate of her home in a brazen daylight attack. It was the first assassination of a National Assembly member since the elections on January 30, 2005. She was one of 87 women in the 275-member Assembly and had survived two previous assassination attempts, one when she was fired upon as she was parking in a garage, and another when gunmen attacked her as she was driving in the capital, destroying her car. She had moved from house to house in Baghdad in an effort to head off further attacks. Friends had told her that her bodyguards were too young and that she needed better protection. In the fatal attack, she had just been dropped off by her bodyguard at the driveway that leads to her front gate. She walked through the five-foot-tall iron gate and closed it behind her. As she made her way to her front door, three pistol-wielding men got out of a sedan and knocked on the gate. One called to her by name and she might have thought it was her bodyguard. When she returned to the gate they opened fire, hitting her eight times in the face and chest. Earlier in the day she was interviewed on television, and she said, "I'm afraid they will kill me because I've been on TV." She had only recently begun using security guards paid for by her family. One neighbor reported that when asked about having better security, she had said, "God will protect me."
414. Date: May 14, 2005
 Target: Director General Jassim Mohammed Ghani
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Gunmen assassinated Ghani in a drive-by shooting while he stood outside his home at about 9 p.m.
415. Date: May 16, 2005
 Target: Legislator Saul Rubio Ayala
 Location: Guasave, Mexico
 Details: Ayala and his assistant were killed as they rode in their sport utility vehicle. Gunmen in two vehicles overtook the pair and opened fire with 9mm automatic pistols and large-caliber assault weapons. Both men died at the scene. Their vehicle had been hit 90 times.
416. Date: May 22, 2005
 Target: Director General Ali Mousa Salman
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Gunmen killed Salman and his driver after Salman's car left his home. In the preceding months, more than a dozen senior government officials in Baghdad had been shot dead in Baghdad in well-planned attacks.
417. Date: June 10, 2005
 Target: Lawmaker Jyrgalbek Surabaldiyev
 Location: Bishkek, Kyrgyz
 Details: Surabaldiyev was shot and killed by two unidentified assailants, as he was getting into his car in a central square where Parliament and several government agencies are located. His driver was wounded.
418. Date: June 28, 2005
 Target: National Assembly legislator Sheik Dhari Ali al-Fayadh
 Location: Iraq
 Details: Al-Fayadh, his son, and two bodyguards were killed when a suicide car bomber rammed his vehicle into theirs as they traveled to Parliament from their farm in Rashidiya, 20 miles northeast of Baghdad.
419. Date: July 5, 2005
 Target: Diplomat Hassan Malallah al-Ansari
 Location: Iraq
 Details: Bahrain's highest-ranking diplomat in Iraq was shot and slightly injured when gunmen attacked his vehicle in a Baghdad neighborhood where several embassies are located. The attack came three days after the kidnapping of Egypt's top diplomat in Iraq. Four gunmen in a pickup truck shot at al-Ansari as he drove to work in the upscale Mansour district. One bullet hit al-Ansari's right arm before the gunmen sped away. He was treated at a hospital and later released.
420. Date: July 12, 2005
 Target: Defense Minister Elias Murr
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A car bomb blasted Murr's motorcade, wounding him and 12 others, and killing one person. The assassination attempt was the latest in a string of bombings that killed or wounded politicians and other prominent figures in Lebanon. Murr was driving his own car in his motorcade through the northern Naqash district -- a neighborhood of embassies and diplomatic residences -- when a vehicle packed with up to 132 pounds of explosives detonated next to it. The blast destroyed one vehicle in the motorcade and damaged several others. The attack vehicle was hurled over a stone wall into a nearby villa. Murr reportedly managed to climb out a broken window and staggered out of his damaged vehicle, bloodied. One of the wounded was the wife of the Mexican ambassador in a nearby residence. Murr later stated, "I looked at my bodyguard who was also unconscious." Murr also said he tried pulling some of his men from their car, but the doors were locked.
421. Date: August 12, 2005
 Target: Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Kadirgamar was shot in the head and died after being taken to National Hospital for emergency surgery. He had just returned from a swim and was entering his home when he was shot. There were reportedly two snipers hiding in buildings near Kadirgamar's home in the capital's diplomatic district. The previous week police had arrested two Tamil men who were taking video of the area.
422. Date: August 16, 2005
 Target: Brother Roger Schutz (French Ecumenical Christian Leader)
 Location: Burgundy, France
 Details: A Romanian woman slipped into a choir of singing monks during an evening prayer service and fatally slit the throat of the founder of an ecumenical Christian community. Brother Roger was stabbed at least twice in the neck. Bleeding profusely, he was carried out and died 15 minutes later in the community house. The attack occurred about 8:45 p.m., some five minutes after the service got started. Some 2,500 people -- most of them young people -- were worshipping in the church when the woman surged toward Brother Roger. The mentally ill intruder, identified as Luminita Solcan, had visited the area for a week in June. She had once been asked to leave, but returned on the day of the attack and bypassed the reception area. On the night of the attack, she jumped a small hedge separating the choir from the congregation to join the monks. Many thought she might be the mother of one of the children. The attacker offered no resistance when she was grabbed. Prosecutors reported that the assailant had bought the knife the day before with the intention of killing Brother Roger. She had reportedly tried for several months to contact Brother Roger and told investigators she was trying to get his attention.
423. Date: August 25, 2005
 Target: Prime Minister Ibrahim Malsagov
 Location: Nazran, Chechnya
 Details: As he was driving to his office after lunch, a bomb attack on Malsagov's motorcade caused a serious leg injury to Malsagov and killed his bodyguard. The bomb exploded after Malsagov's three-car motorcade had come to an abrupt halt because of a smaller explosion in front of the lead vehicle. This was the second major attack in the city that week.
424. Date: October 18, 2005
 Target: Judge Biplab Goshwamy
 Location: Sylhet, Bangladesh
 Details: Goshwamy was getting out of his car in front of his house when a nearby bomb exploded. People chased and caught the bomber, who had with him another live bomb.
425. Date: October 18, 2005
 Target: Education Minister Ghulam Nabi Lone
 Location: Srinagar, India
 Details: Two militants hurled a grenade at paramilitary soldiers guarding a residential compound where lawmakers and ministers live. The militants then entered the complex, killing one paramilitary soldier and injuring four others before barging into the home of a lawmaker and firing indiscriminately. The lawmaker, Yusuf Tarigami, escaped unhurt, but a security guard was killed. The militants then scaled a wall to enter Lone's house next door and resumed firing, hitting Lone and injuring at least four other people at the minister's house. Lone died en route to a hospital. Soldiers killed one of the attackers at Lone's house. A standoff with the surviving rebel lasted nearly three hours before he escaped.
426. Date: October 20, 2005
 Target: Deputy Police Chief Nafus Khan
 Location: Zaranj, Afghanistan
 Details: Khan's car was being parked next to a mosque when a nearby car bomb exploded, killing him and one bodyguard. Another bodyguard was injured.
427. Date: October 26, 2005
 Target: DZI Bank Owner Emil Kyulev
 Location: Sofia, Bulgaria
 Details: Kyulev, head of Bulgaria's largest financial group, was on his way to a meeting with deputy Sofia mayor Velizar Stoilov when ten bullets riddled his BMW car, killing him and wounding his driver. Kyulev received multiple injuries in the head and chest and died instantly. His driver was taken to the hospital and survived. Investigators said the killers had repeatedly rehearsed the ambush against Kyulev.
428. Date: April 6, 2006
 Target: Congressman Mario Pivaral
 Location: Guatemala City, Guatemala
 Details: Pivaral was shot and killed by two men on a motorcycle as he stepped out of the National Union of Hope's offices to answer a cell phone call. The killers had followed him there when he left the Congress building and were lying in wait for him to exit the office building. He had reportedly been threatened and followed for days prior to the attack. Pivaral was the second congressman to be assassinated during the current legislature.
429. Date: April 17, 2006
 Target: Politician Ali Mohammad Naik
 Location: Tral, India
 Details: Suspected separatist rebels opened fire on Naik's motorcade. He was seriously wounded along with two of his bodyguards, and another bodyguard was killed. Naik was taken to a Srinagar hospital, where doctors immediately began operating on him. Naik's jaw was reportedly shattered and that he had deep wounds in his neck. No one immediately claimed responsibility for the attack.
430. Date: April 22, 2006
 Target: Agriculture Minister Satyadeo Sawh
 Location: Guyana
 Details: About seven gunmen armed with rifles burst into Sawh's home and reportedly demanded jewelry and money. After giving them $120.00, the gunmen shot and killed Sawh, along with his sister, his brother, and a security guard. Another brother was hospitalized with a gunshot wound and a neighbor's security guard was also wounded. While robbery was a possible motive, authorities believed the killing was an assassination. Police reportedly stepped up security for Cabinet ministers and other high-profile figures.
431. Date: May 20, 2006
 Target: Intelligence Chief Tareq Abu Rajab
 Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
 Details: A bomb exploded in an elevator shaft at Palestinian intelligence headquarters, seriously wounding Rajab. A bodyguard was killed and ten other people were hurt. The blast went off before noon at the heavily guarded four-story intelligence headquarters. Rajab and six aides and bodyguards were in an elevator when the blast went off. A spokesman for the Hamas-controlled Interior Ministry suggested one of Rajab's bodyguards inadvertently dropped a hand grenade, but the intelligence service dismissed the notion. An al-Qaeda group later claimed credit. When the wounded were driven to a nearby hospital, security men fired into the air from the vehicles to clear the way. Several members of a new Hamas militia fired toward the vehicles, likely believing they were coming under attack.
432. Date: September 5, 2006 
 Target: Senior Intelligence Official Lt. Col. Samir Shehade
 Location: Rmaile, Lebanon
 Details: A remote-controlled roadside bomb loaded with nails exploded as Shehade's two-car convoy drove past. Two bodyguards and two aides were killed. Shehade and five additional bodyguards and aides were wounded. The bomb reportedly targeted the car normally driven by Shehade, but he was traveling in the other vehicle at the time. His convoy was riddled with shrapnel and TV footage showed at least one bloodied man slumped on his seat in one of the cars. Shehade had played a key role in investigating the 2005 assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. Shehade had received death threats because of his work in the Hariri probe. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
433. Date: September 10, 2006
 Target: Governor Abdul Hakim Taniwal
 Location: Gardez, Afghanistan
 Details: A suicide bomber killed Taniwal as he was leaving his office. Taniwal's bodyguard and his nephew were also killed when the suicide bomber detonated explosives strapped to his body while standing next to the governor's car. The blast also wounded three police officers.
434. Date: September 13, 2006
 Target: Bank Executive Andrei Kozlov
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Gunmen armed with silenced handguns shot Kozlov's unarmed driver in the head, killing him. They apparently mistook the driver for Kozlov. Seconds later, Kozlov emerged from sports complex where he had just finished playing soccer with a group of his colleagues. The gunmen opened fire again, shooting him in the chest. Kozlov tried to run away, but collapsed and was shot again in the head. He died five hours later, following surgery. Due to his position, Kozlov was entitled to bodyguards and an armored vehicle, but he refused both, wanting to "lead a normal life." Only five days before his death, Kozlov had called for anybody found guilty of money laundering to be banned from the banking industry for life.
435. Date: October 19, 2006
 Target: Mayoral Candidate Dmitry Fotyanov
 Location: Dalnergorsk, Russia
 Details: Fotyanov was ending a meeting with supporters when he was killed by a sniper armed with a Kalashnikov assault rifle, firing from a vehicle parked nearby. Police officials said the rifle was equipped with a silencer. He was three days away from a runoff election in which he needed fewer than 400 votes to become the mayor.
436. Date: November 21, 2006
 Target: Industry Minister Pierre Gemayel
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Gemayel was reportedly leaving a church when a car stopped suddenly and his car struck it. A car behind his then struck Geymayel's car. Three gunmen with silenced automatic weapons jumped from the first car and opened fire. Geymayel and a bodyguard sitting in front were killed. Another bodyguard in the back of the car and a civilian on the street were wounded. Twenty-four bullet casings were reportedly recovered at the scene. Gemayel was rushed to the hospital where he was declared dead.





Section 1C: Unsuccessful Attacks within the United States
It is the goal and desire of every bodyguard to avoid or defeat an attempted attack on the protectee. However, it is simply impossible to check every window along a parade route or eliminate every risk. Time constraints, changes in the protectee's plans or schedule, and lack of sufficient resources always force the bodyguard to take calculated risks, addressing the most likely hazards. Even then there are no guarantees.
In most of the following cases, an attack was launched in close proximity to the protectee and yet the protectee was unscathed. Effective protective action and strategies prevailed in many of the following lethal approaches. In others, the protectee escaped unharmed by nothing more than luck.
437. Date: March 1, 1971
 Target: Members of Congress
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: An explosion caused extensive damage to seven rooms in the original Senate wing of the Capitol Building. There were no injuries and the responsible party was never found.
438. Date: September 5, 1975 
 Target: President Gerald Ford
 Location: Sacramento, California
 Details: Ford was walking through a park from his hotel to the state capitol building, during an official visit. Lynette "Squeaky" Fromme stood among a large group of well-wishers along the route. As Ford neared her, she pulled a Colt .45 pistol out and aimed it at Ford. Secret Service Agent Larry Buendorf grabbed the gun and disarmed her, while other agents surrounded the president and rushed him into the capitol building. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
439. Date: September 22, 1975 
 Target: President Gerald Ford
 Location: San Francisco, California
 Details: Ford returned to California for an official visit. Sara Jane Moore stood among the 3,000 spectators to get a glimpse of him. As he emerged from the St. Francis Hotel, Moore pulled out a Smith & Wesson .38 revolver and fired one shot, which narrowly missed Ford, ricocheted and struck a taxi driver in the crowd. Moore was grabbed by other spectators and disarmed, and was unable to fire more rounds. Ford was shoved into his limousine and taken to the airport. Moore was released from prison in 2007. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
440. Date: 1976 
 Target: Greek Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: During a stay at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, an assailant fired one shot at Ecevit that did not hit him. The attempted assassin was a member of a Greek Cypriot terrorist group who had obtained a job as the cashier of the hotel. When tackled by a State Department bodyguard, the assailant's prosthetic arm came off in the protector's hands. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
441. Date: November 28, 1979 
 Target: Senator Edward Kennedy
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: A woman burst into Kennedy's office, shouting incoherently and pulling out a knife. A Secret Service agent assigned to Kennedy disarmed her, and was wounded during the incident. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
442. Date: June 2, 1980
 Target: Mayor Richard Berkley 
 Location: Kansas City, Missouri
 Details: A man entered Berkley's office and became violent. He attacked Berkley's bodyguard with a pair of scissors, wounding him slightly. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
443. Date: November 7, 1983
 Target: Members of Congress
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Shortly before 11 p.m., a bomb exploded outside one of the Capitol Building's cloakrooms close to the Senate chamber. There were no injuries.
444. Date: March 15, 1984 
 Target: President Ronald Reagan
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: David Allen Mahonski had been under FBI surveillance for making threats against Reagan. Mahonski was noticed in front of the south grounds of the White House by security agents who then approached him. He pulled a sawed-off shotgun from beneath his coat, and one of the agents shot him in the arm. He was subsequently arrested, arraigned on March 16, and scheduled for a psychiatric evaluation, which later detected "emotional problems." He had been warned to stay away from the White House by Secret Service officers in the months leading up to the shooting. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
445. Date: December 28, 1991
 Target: Governor Pete Wilson
 Location: Sacramento, California
 Details: A member of Wilson's staff opened a box in the mailroom and found it contained a bomb. EOD personnel defused it. There were rocks in the box for shrapnel.
446. Date: May 18, 1994
 Target: ABC President Robert Iger
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: An explosive device was delivered to Iger's office. An incendiary event occurred when an assistant opened the bomb, but the full explosion did not occur. Another bomb sent to Iger exploded while en route to an office in Los Angeles.
447. Date: June 14, 1994 
 Target: Judge Brian Silverman
 Location: Alliance, Nebraska
 Details: When a defendant in Silverman's courtroom pulled a .22 pistol out of his manila folder, a deputy disarmed him before he could fire a shot. He had just been sentenced to prison. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
448. Date: September 12, 1994
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Frank Corder crashed a stolen Cessna 150 airplane into the south side of the White House, killing himself. The Clintons were staying in the Blair House and were not injured.
449. Date: October 3, 1994
 Target: Governor Tommy Thompson
 Location: Madison, Wisconsin
 Details: A pipe bomb exploded outside Thompson's campaign office knocking out windows but causing no injuries.
450. Date: October 29, 1994 
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Francisco Duran pulled a Norinco SKS-style rifle from under his trench coat and fired 27 rounds at the White House. When he tried to reload, two bystanders tackled and held him until officers arrived. Police found a map in his car with the words "kill the Prez" written on it, as well as a Mossberg shotgun. On August 23, Duran had called Senator Ben Campbell's office in Colorado and threatened to "go to Washington and take someone out." (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
451. Date: November 14, 1995
 Victim: Mayor John Logie
 Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan
 Details: Two shots were fired through the window of Logie's house, but there were no injuries. Police investigated a man upset over plans to raze his neighborhood.
452. Date: September 24, 1997
 Target: City Alderman Donny Ray Mason
 Location: Overland, Missouri
 Details: Three shots, probably from a .22, were fired into the front door of Mason's home as he was arriving home late at night. He was not injured and didn't see the gunman. He has been feuding with the city mayor.
453. Date: July 24, 1998 
 Target: Members of Congress
 Location: Washington, DC
 Details: A mentally ill man named Russell Weston shot his way into the Capitol Building, killing two Capitol policemen. The second officer returned fire, wounding and stopping Weston. Only a door separated Congressman Tom Delay from the incident. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
454. Date: February 7, 2001 
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Former IRS employee Robert Pickett fired two shots from a .38 revolver at the south side of the White House. Uniformed Secret Service agents confronted him and attempted to negotiate his surrender. When he waived the gun around, an agent shot him in the leg and took him into custody. Pickett had a grievance against his IRS bosses. He had been hospitalized five times by psychiatrists since August 1986, including twice for attempted suicide by drug overdose. He had left a suicide note in his car. Bush was inside the White House, but in no danger. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
455. Date: April 11, 2003
 Target: Rapper Snoop Dogg
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: Snoop was traveling in a five-car motorcade when a car pulled alongside and a gunman opened fire. Two of Snoop's cars were hit, and one of his bodyguards suffered a minor wound to the back, but Snoop was unharmed. His entourage included seven bodyguards.
456. Date: June 15, 2003
 Target: Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez
 Location: Santa Ana, California
 Details: A PVC pipe bomb exploded prematurely inside a 1990 Toyota Cressida, badly injuring the man inside. The vehicle was parked behind the campaign office of Sanchez, which was closed and unoccupied. The man exited the vehicle on fire and was rescued by a security guard. He was later arrested at the hospital.
457. Date: November 6, 2003
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: A letter addressed to Bush arrived at a mail processing facility located several miles from the White House. It contained a small amount of low-grade ricin. The Secret Service turned the incident over to the FBI for investigation.
458. Date: February 2, 2004
 Target: Senator Bill Frist
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: White powder was found in Frist's office where staff members open his mail. The Capitol was closed and everyone was evacuated. The powder tested positive for ricin, and there were no injuries. (Note: Congressional mail is irradiated since the 2001 anthrax attack, but radiation would have no effect on ricin.)
459. Date: September 9-10, 2004
 Target: U.S. Governors and Nevada Corrections Director Jackie Crawford
 Location: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Massachusetts, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New York, Oregon, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, and Wyoming
 Details: Federal and state investigators questioned Nevada prison inmates about suspicious letters -- rigged with a match to flare when the envelope was opened -- that were sent from the prison to at least 19 state leaders and Nevada's corrections director. In three letters, the match flared, but no one was hurt. Letters were sent to many governors' offices around the country.
460. Date: February 28, 2005
 Target: Federal Judge Joan Humphrey Lefkow
 Location: Chicago, Illinois
 Details: Judge Lefkow returned home to find her husband, Michael F. Lefkow, and her mother, Donna Grace Humphrey, dead in the basement. Each had been shot in the head. Matthew Hale later killed himself when found by police. He had filed a medical malpractice suit handled by Judge Lefkow, and after 12 years of seeking to resolve the case in court, he sought revenge on the judicial system.
461. Date: February 5, 2006
 Target: Rap Singer Busta Rhymes
 Location: Brooklyn, New York
 Details: Rhymes and others were scheduled to be filming on a ninth-floor soundstage when a shooting occurred outside the building. Israel Ramirez, a bodyguard for Rhymes, was killed with a single shot to the chest. Rhymes was not injured. About 500 people were gathered for the video that was to accompany a remix of Rhymes' latest record.





Section 1D: Unsuccessful Attacks outside the United States
462. Date: September 8, 1961 
 Target: President Charles de Gaulle
 Location: Crancey, France
 Details: De Gaulle and his wife were being driven in their Citroen Deesse to their country home. A bomb made from a propane cylinder filled with 100 pounds of plastic explosives was buried in a sand pile alongside the road. A canister holding 15 liters of napalm lay next to the cylinder. De Gaulle's car approached the site at about 70mph as the bomb was detonated. The heavy car lurched and de Gaulle ordered the chauffeur to drive through the fireball. No one was harmed, but they stopped to change cars at a nearby barracks. There were 31 documented attempts to assassinate de Gaulle, but they all failed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
463. Date: August 22, 1962 
 Target: President Charles de Gaulle
 Location: Petit-Clamart, France
 Details: De Gaulle and his wife were being driven again to their country home, except this time an identical Citroen with several bodyguards drove in front and several motorcycles followed behind. Cars filled with fifteen OAS terrorists armed with submachine guns, grenades, and Molotov cocktails were waiting in ambush. Due to the dark and the high speed of de Gaulle's motorcade, the attackers didn't have time to block the road, and simply opened fire on the motorcade. The motorcade continued on without stopping, and the bodyguards relied on evasive driving and speed to escape. Twelve bullets pierced de Gaulle's car, a front tire was shot out as well as the back window, but the de Gaulle's were uninjured. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
464. Date: October 31, 1967
 Target: Vice President Hubert Humphrey
 Location: Saigon, South Vietnam
 Details: Humphrey had attended the inauguration ceremonies for South Vietnamese President Thieu. Later that evening, as Humphrey arrived for a reception at the Independence Palace grounds, four mortar rounds exploded at the rear of the grounds. Two people were wounded and two vehicles were demolished. Agents quickly surrounded Humphrey and rushed him inside.
465. Date: January 1969
 Target: Soviet General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: A Soviet army lieutenant disguised as a policeman opened fire on Brezhnev as he was being driven to the Kremlin. Brezhnev escaped unharmed. The would-be assassin was declared deranged and confined to a mental hospital.
466. Date: July 30, 1969
 Target: Secretary of State William Rogers & U.S. Ambassador A. H. Meyer
 Location: Tokyo, Japan
 Details: Rogers was attacked by a knife-wielding Japanese anarchist, after arriving at the airport. Meyer was knocked down by the youth, who wanted Okinawa returned to Japan. Neither man was injured.
467. Date: July 10, 1971 
 Target: King Hassan
 Location: Rabat, Morocco
 Details: King Hassan invited some 400 prominent Moroccans, diplomats, and other guests to his seaside palace of Skhirat near Rabat to celebrate his 42d birthday. The festivities ended in a burst of gunfire as more than 1,000 mutinous troops attacked the palace, hurling grenades and spraying the grounds with small-arms fire. Nearly 100 guests were killed and more than 125 were wounded. The King took refuge in a bathroom. Loyal troops crushed the revolt, killing more than 150 rebels and capturing 900 others, many of them young military cadets. A dozen high-ranking officers were executed. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
468. Date: September 22, 1972 
 Target: Defense Secretary Juan Enrile
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Several heavily armed NPA terrorists overtook Enrile's car and opened fire, striking it about thirty times. Enrile's bodyguards returned fire and the terrorists fled. Enrile was unharmed. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
469. Date: August 16, 1972
 Target: King Hassan
 Location: Rabat, Morocco
 Details: The King was returning from Paris aboard his private Boeing 727 when pilots and passengers observed an unexpected escort of four Royal Moroccan Air Force F-5 fighters. As the Boeing approached Rabat's airport, the fighters fired on the plane, knocking out an engine and scoring other hits. Hassan himself reportedly radioed the, saying the King had been killed. The rebels broke off the attack. Within hours, key participants in the coup were arrested and shot.
470. Date: August 15, 1974 
 Target: President Park Chung Hee
 Location: Seoul, South Korea
 Details: Park was delivering a speech to 1,500 people at the National Theater when Mun Se Kwang, a North Korean terrorist, opened fire with a revolver from the crowd in front of the stage. Park ducked behind his armored podium and was unhurt, but a bullet from the assassin struck Mrs. Park in the forehead and killed her. A stray bullet from Park's bodyguard killed a girl in the choir. Kwang was arrested and later hung. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
471. Date: August 11, 1976 
 Target: Margarita Portillo (President Jose Lopez Portillo's sister)
 Location: Mexico City, Mexico
 Details: Portillo was en route to work when four September 23 terrorists opened fire. Her bodyguards returned fire, killing the leader. One bodyguard was killed and three were wounded. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
472. Date: February 18, 1977
 Target: President Jorge Videla
 Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina
 Details: A remote-controlled bomb, planted by ERP terrorists, exploded in a culvert along the runway seconds after Videla's plane took off. His plane was missed only because of the steep angle of ascent. It was the third unsuccessful attempt to kill him.
473. Date: January 13, 1978 
 Target: Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: A man shoved his way through a crowd and put the muzzle of his revolver against the window of Gandhi's car. Bodyguards disarmed him before he could fire. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
474. Date: June 25, 1979
 Target: NATO Commander Al Haig
 Location: Casteau, Belgium
 Details: Haig was riding in a three-car motorcade en route to work. A remote-controlled mine, hidden under a bridge by Red Army Faction terrorists, was detonated, injuring three bodyguards in the tail car. Haig's car was just past the bridge when the bomb exploded and he was not injured.
475. Date: November 6, 1979 
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: A man armed with a knife forced his way into the Vatican and scuffled with a guard. He stated, "I must talk with the Pope, so I can kill him." (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
476. Date: April 14, 1980 
 Target: Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
 Details: A man hurled a six-inch knife at Gandhi from six feet away, while she was outside the Parliament House. The knife narrowly missed her. Three bodyguards overpowered the attacker. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
477. Date: July 18, 1980 
 Target: Former Prime Minister of Iran Shahpour Bakhtiar
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: Three terrorists, posing as reporters, forced their way into Bakhtiar's apartment building and tried to break through his armored door. A gun battle erupted with police bodyguards, killing one officer and wounding two others, plus a bystander. Bakhtiar was uninjured. The terrorists fled, but were arrested outside. Their getaway driver escaped. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
478. Date: February 16, 1981
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: A grenade exploded in a crowd waiting to see the Pope at an outdoor mass, twenty minutes before his arrival. The blast killed the assassin, and wounded a bodyguard and two others.
479. Date: May 9, 1981
 Target: Queen Elizabeth II
 Location: Shetland Island, North Sea
 Details: An IRA bomb exploded at an oil terminal before the Queen's arrival. She was missed only because she was running behind schedule.
480. Date: September 15, 1981 
 Target: U.S. General Frederick Kroesen
 Location: Heidelberg, Germany
 Details: Four Red Army Faction terrorists set up an ambush in a wooded area overlooking an intersection on Kroesen's route to work. Kroesen's three-car motorcade approached the ambush site. The lead "sweep" car passed by without spotting the ambush. Kroesen and his wife were riding in an armored Mercedes with a police driver. A car with two MP's followed them. As Kroesen's car stopped at the light, the terrorists fired two RPG-7 anti-tank grenades and an assault weapon. The first grenade struck the top of the trunk and passed through, shattering the back window and spraying the Kroesens with glass. The second grenade missed the car. Four rifle rounds struck the car, but didn't penetrate. The MP's jumped out with handguns, but didn't return fire. Kroesen's driver shut off the ignition, but Kroesen ordered him to drive on and they escaped. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
481. Date: October 1981 
 Target: Queen Elizabeth II
 Location: Dunedin, New Zealand
 Details: During the queen's visit, three schoolboys led by Christopher Lewis reportedly took a .22 rifle to where they knew the queen would be taking a walk. The teens chose a firing position that was so ideal that two policemen had chosen the exact same place from which to observe the event. The boys were able to sneak away. Lewis then chose a less ideal sniper's nest, and as the queen entered the target area, he fired a round at her from 600 yards away, but the round fell short. Police and security officers walking with her heard the shot, but dismissed it as a car backfiring. Lewis concealed the rifle and fled. Several weeks later, he was arrested with his two followers after committing an unrelated crime. During questioning, Lewis told officers about his assassination attempt, and told officers where he had hidden the rifle. Police recovered the rifle, but the matter was kept quiet until 1987. Lewis would likely have struck the queen had he been able to shoot from his original position. Later, Lewis also explored killing Prince Charles during a visit to New Zealand, but he was still in custody at the time. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
482. Date: May 12, 1982 
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Lisbon, Portugal
 Details: A man wearing a priest's cassock lunged at the Pope with a 14-inch bayonet. The attacker was overpowered by four bodyguards. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
483. Date: October 9, 1983
 Target: South Korean President Chun Doo Hwan
 Location: Rangoon, Burma
 Details: Hwan was on an official visit to lay a wreath at the Martyr's Mausoleum. As some of the President's staff began assembling at the Mausoleum, one of three bombs concealed in the roof of the memorial exploded. The huge blast ripped through the crowd below, killing 21 people and wounding 46. Among the dead were Korean Foreign Minister Lee Bum Suk, Economic Planning Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Suh Suk Joo, and Minister for Commerce and Industry Kim Dong Whie. The rest of those killed were presidential advisers, journalists, and security officials, most of them South Korean. President Chun was saved because his car had been delayed in traffic and was just minutes from arriving at the memorial. The persons who detonated the bomb likely saw the South Korean ambassador's large car pull up and heard presidential-sounding music playing, and detonated the bomb early. Police arrested several suspects days later, including people who tried to commit suicide with hand grenades. They admitted they had been sent to kill Hwan, and had links to North Korea.
484. Date: April 10, 1984 
 Target: Defense Minister Charles Hernu
 Location: Toulouse, France
 Details: The grieving brother of a dead soldier drove his car at Hernu, during a funeral service for the soldier. Bodyguards shot the man in the thigh and his car stopped short. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
485. Date: May 8, 1984 
 Target: Assembly Member Rene Levesque
 Location: Quebec, Canada
 Details: A former Canadian army corporal stormed into the National Assembly and killed three government employees. The man was reportedly disgruntled about a number of government policies. On May 7, he rented a car, drove to Quebec City, and took a guided tour of the Parliament Building. He then rented a room in a motel for the night. The next day, at 9:30 a.m., he dropped off an audiotape at a radio station, with instructions to open the envelope after 10:30. They opened it anyway, saw it was a statement of the man's violent intentions, and they called the police. However, by the time police were contacted, the man's plan was already in action. At 9:45 a.m., he entered the Parliament Building through a side door, dressed in combat fatigues and armed with two submachine guns. He shot at a receptionist, then killed a messenger in a corridor. He then shot at people in a smoking room. He then went through the cafeteria and into the Assembly Chamber. Evidence indicates the man intended to assassinate Levesque and other members of the governing party. He ended up killing three government employees and wounded 13 others. No politicians were killed or wounded. The National Assembly's Sergeant-at-Arms persuaded the armed man to come to his office to discuss the matter, and to release the civilians in the Assembly Chamber. The two men spoke for more than four hours, ultimately resulting in the attacker's surrender. The man was convicted of first-degree murder, later reduced to second-degree murder. He was paroled in 1995. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
486. Date: October 12, 1984
 Target: Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
 Location: Brighton, England
 Details: Three weeks before Thatcher was to attend the Tory conference, IRA bomber Patrick Magee checked into room 629 at the Grand Hotel. He spent 24 days tearing down a bathroom wall, loading 100 pounds of gelignite explosive inside the space, rigging a delay timer, and then rebuilding the wall without leaving a trace. The bomb exploded, killing four, wounding 34, and destroying the hotel. Thatcher was in her room five floors below, but was not injured. A sweep with bomb dogs had missed the bomb because it was on a floor above the conference.
487. Date: 1986 
 Target: Finance Minister Antonio da Empoli
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: Empoli stepped out of his car to buy a newspaper when four Red Brigade terrorists opened fire. His bodyguard, sitting behind the wheel of the car, returned fire. A female terrorist fell and Empoli's bodyguard shot and killed her. The other three escaped. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
488. Date: May 5, 1986
 Target: President Ronald Reagan
 Location: Tokyo, Japan
 Details: Minutes before Reagan's arrival at the Tokyo Summit, five rockets were fired at the meeting site from an apartment two miles away. The Middle Core Faction terrorist group claimed responsibility.
489. Date: October 2, 1986
 Target: Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: A man hidden in a gazebo fired two shots with a pistol at Gandhi as he walked nearby. Bodyguards thought the first shot was a car backfiring and didn't respond. Two people were wounded and the gunman was captured.
490. Date: March 9, 1987 
 Target: Deputy Mayor Jean Tiberi
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: Three men and a woman exchanged gunfire with police outside Tiberi's home. Two Direct Action terrorists were wounded and all were arrested. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
491. Date: August 18, 1987
 Target: President Junius Jaywardene
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Sinhalese terrorists hurled grenades into the Parliament chamber, killing a legislator, and wounding the Prime Minister, five cabinet ministers, and ten legislators. The President was unharmed. The terrorists escaped in the confusion.
492. Date: August 8, 1988
 Target: Secretary of State George Shultz
 Location: La Paz, Bolivia
 Details: A dynamite bomb detonated about 15 feet from Shultz's motorcade as it traveled from the airport into the city. Although no injuries resulted, three vehicles sustained damage, including Mrs. Shultz's.
493. Date: September 20, 1988
 Target: Finance Secretary Hans Tietmeyer
 Location: Bonn, West Germany
 Details: Tietmeyer's car departed his home en route to work, when a Red Army Faction gunman fired a shotgun at him. Three pellets struck the car, but he was not injured. The attack occurred only 150 feet from his home.
494. Date: November 23, 1988
 Target: Defense Minister Guerrero Paz
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Paz was departing his office in an armored limousine when a 20-pound explosive device hidden in a lamppost was detonated by remote-control. Three bodyguards were killed and two were wounded, but Paz was not injured.
495. Date: January 30, 1989 
 Target: Party Chief George Saade
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Saade was riding in his armored Alfa Romeo, escorted by three carloads of bodyguards. A car bomb exploded as the motorcade drove by, killing three and wounding 17. Saade's car was damaged and two bodyguards were killed, but Saade was not injured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
496. Date: March 5, 1989 
 Target: Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita
 Location: Tokyo, Japan
 Details: Two rightist rebels attempted to ram a gas-laden Toyota truck into Takeshita's residence, but failed and were arrested. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
497. Date: April 10, 1989
 Target: Supreme Court Judge Samouil
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: A bomb exploded outside the front door of Samouil's apartment, but caused no injuries. The May 1 terrorist group claimed credit.
498. Date: November 7, 1990 
 Target: Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: During the Revolution Day parade through Red Square, a man in the crowd fired two shots from a sawed-off shotgun, about 80 yards from Gorbachev. Police dragged the man away. A note in his pocket stated that he had been preparing to kill Gorbachev for two years. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
499. Date: February 7, 1991
 Target: Prime Minister John Major
 Location: London, England
 Details: While meeting with his war cabinet at 10 Downing Street, an IRA van pulled up outside and fired three mortar shells, wounding four people and causing damage.
500. Date: February 27, 1991
 Target: President Alfredo Cristiani
 Location: San Salvador, El Salvador
 Details: Leftist rebels fired several 81mm mortars into the presidential compound, causing damage but no injuries.
501. Date: March 28, 1991
 Target: Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: About 2,000 angry people stopped Gandhi's car and tried to drag out his son, Rahul. Gandhi's supporters pushed back the crowd and he left the area immediately. It was not immediately clear who the attackers were, but some shouted slogans praising the Janata Dal Party of former Prime Minister V.P. Singh.
502. Date: April 27, 1991
 Target: President V. B. de Chamorro
 Location: Managua, Nicaragua
 Details: Chamorro was attending a wedding ceremony at the Inter-Continental Hotel when two men with AK-47s drove past in a pickup truck and opened fire. Two were wounded, but Chamorro was unhurt.
503. Date: August 9, 1991 
 Target: President F. W. de Klerk
 Location: Ventersdorp, South Africa
 Details: As de Klerk was delivering a speech, hundreds of heavily armed militants tried to storm the building. Police opened fire, killing two and wounding 54. De Klerk was not injured. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
504. Date: January 10, 1992
 Target: Prime Minister John Major
 Location: London, England
 Details: A briefcase bomb exploded outside 10 Downing Street, ten minutes after Major left for a meeting. There were no injuries and the IRA claimed credit.
505. Date: February 11, 1992
 Target: Ambassador Anthony Quainton
 Location: Lima, Peru
 Details: A car bomb exploded outside Quainton's residence, killing two officers and wounding two others. The Shining Path terrorist group was credited.
506. Date: March 20, 1992
 Target: Party Vice President Shin Kanemaru
 Location: Ashikaga, Japan
 Details: Kanemaru was delivering a speech at a political rally when a man fired three shots with a pistol at the podium, narrowly missing him.
507. Date: August 29, 1992
 Target: Governor Raphael Colon 
 Location: San Juan, Puerto Rico
 Details: A man with two knives attacked Colon in the lobby of the Hyatt Regency Hotel, where Colon was to address a group. His bodyguard disarmed the man and wrestled him to the ground. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
508. Date: July 6, 1992 
 Target: French First Lady Danielle Mitterrand
 Location: Sulaymaniyah, Iraq
 Details: Mitterrand was riding in a six-car motorcade when a car bomb exploded as the last car went past. Four were killed, including three bodyguards, and 19 were injured. Mitterrand escaped unharmed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
509. Date: July 14, 1992 
 Target: Finance Minister Yannis Paleokrassas
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: Paleokrassas was leaving work with his wife in an armored Mercedes when a November 17 terrorist fired an anti-tank rocket at his car, killing one person and injuring six others. Paleokrassas escaped unharmed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
510. Date: October 1, 1992
 Target: Legislator Takashi Inoue
 Location: Kawasaki, Japan
 Details: Two bombs exploded outside Inoue's home, breaking out six windows, but causing no injuries. Radical leftists were blamed.
511. Date: October 12, 1992 
 Target: President Andres Perez
 Location: Paraguaipoa, Venezuela
 Details: Bodyguards shot and killed two men in a truck as it sped toward Perez during a ceremony. The truck struck several soldiers and civilians before stopping. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
512. Date: October 30, 1992
 Target: Prime Minister John Major
 Location: London, England
 Details: An IRA car bomb in a hijacked taxicab exploded outside 10 Downing Street. No injuries were reported.
513. Date: March 25, 1993 
 Target: President Gnassingbe Eyadema
 Location: Lome, Togo
 Details: Gunmen launched a pre-dawn raid on Eyadema's home, killing a top military aide. They were stopped by government troops. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
514. Date: August 25, 1993 
 Target: President Saddam Hussein
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Hussein narrowly escaped assassination while he was visiting his home village. Twenty-five were killed in a gun battle with his security force. A coup attempt in early August also failed. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
515. Date: September 24, 1993 
 Target: President Saddam Hussein
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: A roadside bomb, concealed in a tractor, exploded as Hussein's armored limousine drove by, wounding one of his bodyguards. He was en route to a secret meeting. After the attack, 60 senior officials were questioned, and 20 officers were reportedly executed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
516. Date: November 25, 1993 
 Target: Prime Minister Atef Sedki
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: A car bomb exploded as Sedki's motorcade went past. He was riding in an armored limousine en route from his home to the office. Sedki was unharmed, but a schoolgirl was killed and 21 were injured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
517. Date: January 9, 1994 
 Target: Secretary-General Cyril Ramaphosa
 Location: Katlehong, South Africa
 Details: Automatic weapons fire broke out during a tour. Bodyguards whisked Ramaphosa, ANC Official Joe Slovo, and others away to safety. Two people were killed and two were wounded. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
518. Date: February 1, 1994
 Target: President Hashemi Rafsanjani
 Location: Tehran, Iran
 Details: A man fired shots at Rafsanjani as he was addressing a crowd. The shots missed. Twenty people were later arrested.
519. Date: July 29, 1994
 Target: King Juan Carlos
 Location: Madrid, Spain
 Details: A car bomb exploded outside the walls of the royal palace, killing an army general and two others. The king and queen were away on vacation.
520. Date: August 26, 1994
 Target: Kurdish Leader Jalal Talabani
 Location: Erbil, Turkey
 Details: A car bomb exploded ten minutes after Talabani's motorcade went past, killing several civilians.
521. Date: January 26, 1995
 Target: Governor K. V. Krishna Rao
 Location: Jammu, India
 Details: Three bombs exploded, one within 60 feet of Rao, as he delivered a speech at a sports arena. The blast killed seven and wounded 47. Rao wasn't hurt.
522. Date: May 16, 1995 
 Target: Governor Yukio Aoshima
 Location: Tokyo, Japan
 Details: A package bomb addressed to Aoshima exploded in his office at city hall when an aide opened it, maiming his hands. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
523. Date: May 20, 1995 
 Target: President Nelson Mandela
 Location: Mandeni, South Africa
 Details: A gunman fired shots in the air just 20 yards from Mandela at a funeral ceremony. His bodyguards shielded him while others tackled the gunman. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
524. Date: July 3, 1995 
 Target: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
 Location: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
 Details: Mubarak arrived at the airport to attend an OAU summit. His four-car motorcade departed with Mubarak riding in his armored Mercedes, which was third in line. Along the heavily guarded route, a group of Islamic extremists launched an ambush by pulling a car across the road. The gunmen jumped out and opened fire with AK-47s, as security forces returned fire. Mubarak's limousine stopped, then turned around and fled to the airport. Some of the terrorists were killed, and the others were later arrested. Mubarak's armored limousine was struck by several rounds, but none penetrated. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
525. Date: September 20, 1995
 Target: Presidential Envoy Oleg Lobov
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: A remote-controlled bomb hidden under a bridge exploded as Lobov's motorcade started across. Another official and his bodyguard were wounded.
526. Date: December 2, 1995 
 Target: Congress
 Location: Lima, Peru
 Details: Government troops killed three guerrillas and captured 12 others in an attempt to storm Congress and kidnap leading legislators. Police displayed a map of the plan and a photo of one guerrilla dressed like a policeman. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
527. Date: January 25, 1996 
 Target: Presidential Candidate Arnoldo Aleman
 Location: Guatemala
 Details: Gunmen shot at Aleman while he was campaigning. The bullets missed him, but killed a bodyguard and wounded three others. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
528. Date: February 4, 1996 
 Target: President Alvaro Arzu
 Location: Guatemala City, Guatemala
 Details: Bodyguards shot and killed a man who tried repeatedly to ram his pickup truck into Arzu and his wife as they rode horses. He struck a bodyguard on horseback and then rammed security vehicles. The attack occurred the day before the visit of Pope John Paul II. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
529. Date: February 10, 1996
 Target: Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
 Location: Rajshahi, Bangladesh
 Details: A bomb exploded at a campaign rally where Khaleda was speaking, killing a police officer. Nine people were killed, including two officers, and over 200 were injured in three days of pre-election violence.
530. Date: April 4, 1996
 Target: President Boris Yeltsin
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: An unidentified sniper fired three times at several buildings across from Yeltsin's apartment. The sniper then fled. There were no injuries.
531. Date: May 18, 1996
 Target: President Suleyman Demirel 
 Location: Izmit, Turkey
 Details: A man pointed a pistol at Demirel during a groundbreaking ceremony for a shopping mall. Bodyguards tackled him as he fired, wounding the chief bodyguard, Sukru Cukurlu, and a journalist. Demirel was not hurt. The man was angry at Turkey's military operation in Israel. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
532. Date: June 14, 1996 
 Targets: U.S. Ambassador Robert Krueger & the Foreign Minister of Burundi
 Location: Cibitoke Province, Burundi
 Details: Diplomatic Security agents Larry Salmon and Chris Reilly were decorated for heroism for their response in an attack against the ambassador and the Foreign Minister of Burundi. On a winding mountain road, the convoy was ambushed. Amid automatic weapons fire, the ambassador's car was stuck behind another vehicle. Reilly reached across the terrified driver, put the car in reverse, and backed it out from behind the stopped vehicle ahead. He then helped the driver maneuver to safety. Salmon was driving the vehicle behind the Ambassador's car that day in Burundi. Responding instantly to the attack, Salmon pushed his passenger to the floor for safety and fired six rounds at the assailants. He was the only member of the party to return fire, and he did so while driving his vehicle to safety behind Reilly. Salmon was hit in the shoulder by one of the 10 or so bullets that hit his vehicle. Neither protectee was injured. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
533. Date: July 16, 1996 
 Target: Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko
 Location: Kiev, Ukraine
 Details: A remote-controlled bomb, hidden in a drainpipe, exploded as Lararenko was going to the airport. It left a crater four feet deep and six feet wide. The blast damaged the trunk of his car and another car in the motorcade. Lazarenko was not injured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
534. Date: October 14, 1996
 Target: President Alvaro Arzu
 Location: Guatemala City, Guatemala
 Details: An explosion ripped through the fourth floor of a building 100 yards from Arzu's office complex, killing two women and wounding a man. Police investigated two men seen placing a satchel charge, then fleeing. Arzu was not injured.
535. Date: October 31, 1996 
 Target: President Charles Taylor
 Location: Monrovia, Liberia
 Details: Gunmen opened fire on Taylor's entourage as it arrived at the Executive Mansion. The gunmen were able to follow his motorcade past the guards and onto the grounds, using a taxicab. Taylor escaped injury, but his bodyguard and two others were killed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
536. Date: December 25, 1996
 Target: Army Chief of Staff Tin Oo
 Location: Rangoon, Burma
 Details: A bomb exploded at the World Peace Pagoda, shortly before Oo arrived to pay his respects. The SLORC blamed the attack on armed opposition groups, the exiled All Burma Students Democratic Front (ABSDF) and the Karen Nation Union (KNU), and implicated the NLD as an "above-ground destructive element" with whom these groups were alleged to have contact. By the end of the year, no arrests had been made in relation the attack.
537. Date: February 12, 1997
 Target: President Ernesto Samper
 Location: Barranquilla, Colombia
 Details: A 44-pound dynamite bomb exploded near the airport as Samper's jet was coming in for a landing. There were no injuries.
538. Date: March 9, 1997
 Target: Guerilla Leader Shamil Basayev
 Location: Grozny, Chechnya
 Details: A remote-controlled land mine exploded as Basayev's motorcade was going by, wounding a bodyguard and damaging several cars. He was not hurt.
539. Date: April 5, 1997 
 Target: Prime Minister Bashkim Fino
 Location: Bushat, Albania
 Details: Gunmen stopped Fino's motorcade just short of his destination, Shkodra. When they tried to negotiate, the rebels threw two hand grenades at the cars. Fino's motorcade turned around and he escaped unharmed. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
540. Date: April 6, 1997
 Target: Army Chief of Staff Tin Oo
 Location: Rangoon, Burma
 Details: A mail bomb exploded at Oo's home when his daughter, Cho Lei Oo, opened it, killing her. General Oo was reportedly not injured. The SLORC blamed the attack on armed opposition groups, the exiled All Burma Students Democratic Front (ABSDF) and the Karen Nation Union (KNU), and implicated the NLD as an "above-ground destructive element" with whom these groups were alleged to have contact. By the end of the year, no arrests had been made in relation the attack.
541. Date: May 23, 1997 
 Target: King Leka
 Location: Tropoje, Albania
 Details: Two gunmen fired shots at the lead police car of Leka's motorcade as it entered town. Leka's bodyguards quickly jumped out and caught one of them. Leka later ordered him released. No one was injured. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
542. Date: June 4, 1997
 Target: President Sali Berisha
 Location: Shkallnuer, Albania
 Details: A man threw a grenade at Berisha as he was speaking to a crowd of several hundred. The grenade landed at Berisha's feet, failed to explode, and the assailant was arrested.
543. Date: May 14, 1997
 Target: Government Leaders
 Location: Beijing, China
 Details: A bomb exploded under a park bench near the offices of China's top leaders. There were no reported injuries.
544. Date: May 25, 1997
 Target: President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah
 Location: Freetown, Sierra Leone
 Details: Mutinous soldiers seized the Parliament building and set fire to the national treasury, killing four and wounding 21. Kabbah fled to neighboring Guinea. Stray fire from rocket-propelled grenades and mortars hit the U.S. Embassy, 200 yards from the assembly building.
545. Date: June 26, 1997 
 Target: President Sali Berisha
 Location: Lushnja, Albania
 Details: Gunmen fired assault rifles at Berisha's motorcade during a campaign rally, missing him, but wounding three bodyguards. The attack came within hours of other pre-election violence, including a kidnapping and a firefight that caught a government minister in the crossfire. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
546. Date: July 18, 1997
 Target: Community Leader Ivan Maron
 Location: Cape Town, South Africa
 Details: Terrorists firebombed Maron's home, which also serves as a Jewish book center, but he and his family escaped unharmed.
547. Date: February 9, 1998
 Target: President Eduard Shevardnadze 
 Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
 Details: Shevardnadze was returning to his official residence when gunmen opened fire with a grenade launcher and machine guns on the four-car motorcade. The attack took place about a kilometer (.6 mile) from Shevardnadze's residence. The gunmen were hiding behind trees on a small hill overlooking the road. The front of Shevardnadze's armored Mercedes was badly damaged when a rocket-propelled grenade hit the front. Two other cars in the motorcade were badly burned. A bodyguard in Shevardnadze's car was killed. Two other bodyguards were injured in the 10-minute gun battle that followed. The president was taken to his residence in a police car. Shevardnadze was shown later on state television and appeared to be uninjured. Police and troops flooded the area, searching vehicles and buildings after the attack. They recovered a videotape of the attack taken by the attackers. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
548. Date: November 5, 1998 
 Target: President Boris Yeltsin
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: A man drove his car across Red Square to the Spassky Gate, the main gate of the Kremlin. He jumped out and detonated a bomb in the car. He then tried to shoot himself with a pistol, but was apprehended. The blast was reported to have had the force of 13 pounds of dynamite. Kremlin guards found another, stronger bomb soon after the explosion and defused it. Two Kremlin guards, one presidential guard, and the driver were injured. The gate was slightly damaged.
(2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
549. Date: November 7, 1998 
 Target: Judge Salah Badour
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: Badour was en route home from a resort when gunmen fired at his car. They hit the car, but caused no injuries. Badour's driver returned fire. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
550. Date: January 2, 1999
 Target: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
 Location: Raiwind, Pakistan
 Details: A time bomb destroyed a bridge two miles from Sharif's home, at the time that he was expected to cross it on his way home. Sharif was running behind schedule. The explosion killed three civilians and a policeman. Three other policemen were wounded. Sharif and his family used a helicopter to return home.
551. Date: March 21, 1999 
 Target: President Aslan Maskhadov
 Location: Grozny, Chechnya
 Details: Maskhadov narrowly survived an assassination attempt when an explosion rocked his motorcade as it passed by. Maskhadov was unhurt. A few bodyguards were wounded. Maskhadov was returning from a meeting with oil industry officials. The explosion occurred about 660 feet from the presidential residence. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
552. Date: May 2, 1999
 Target: Deputy Minister Izzat Ibrahim
 Location: Kerbala, Iraq
 Details: Ibrahim narrowly escaped an assassination attempt when assailants threw two grenades at him as he got out of his car. Several bodyguards and bystanders were wounded, but Ibrahim was unhurt.
553. Date: May 14, 1999
 Target: Ambassador Karl-Heinz Albert Kuhna
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: An anti-tank rocket hit Kuhna's residence, damaging the home but causing no injuries. Kuhna and his wife were home at the time of the attack, late in the evening. The rocket landed on the roof and detonated. Police found a makeshift launch tube in an empty lot more than 100 yards from the heavily guarded residence. The tube had broken in half, apparently from the launch. The only terrorist group in Greece known to use such rockets is November 17.
554. Date: July 22, 1999 
 Target: Uday Hussein (President Hussein's son)
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Uday was attacked in an assassination attempt by opposition forces. An armed group exchanged gunshots with Uday's bodyguards in front of a horse-riding club belonging to the president's son. One of his bodyguards died in the attack. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
555. Date: August 15, 1999 
 Target: Drug Commander Mariano Herran Salvatti
 Location: Mexico City, Mexico
 Details: Salvatti and his wife were riding in their car when two gunmen, each riding on the back of a motorcycle, pulled alongside and opened fire. One bodyguard was wounded in the leg, and one of the attackers was wounded three times and captured. The Salvatti's were unharmed. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
556. Date: September 2, 1999 
 Target: Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Ramadan escaped assassination when armed dissidents dressed in Iraqi army uniforms opened fire on his motorcade while he was en route from Tikrit to Baghdad. Two of Ramadan's bodyguards were killed and three were wounded. One of the attackers was killed and the others escaped. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
557. Date: November 29, 1999 
 Target: Chief Minister S. C. Jamir
 Location: Piphema Village, India
 Details: Jamir escaped an assassination attempt unharmed when a group of twenty separatist rebels hurled grenades and sprayed his car with bullets for 15 minutes. Two of his bodyguards were killed. It was the third assassination attempt on Jamir. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
558. Date: December 12, 1999 
 Target: Governor Bola Tinubu
 Location: Lagos, Nigeria
 Details: Tinubu escaped unharmed when an armed gang opened fire on a convoy carrying him, and bodyguards shot and killed four assailants. The motorcade was returning to his official residence in the early hours from an inspection when it was blocked and fired on in the attack. Seven people arrested at the scene claimed to have been sent to the area by a militant group "to look for armed robbers." (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
559. Date: January 5, 2000 
 Target: Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: A guard became suspicious of a woman outside of Bandaranaike's office and conducted an identity check. She claimed to be Sinhalese, but couldn't speak the language properly. When the officer called for a Tamil translator, she set off a bomb strapped under her clothing, killing herself and 12 others, and wounding 28. Bandaranaike was not injured. The woman was later identified as a member of the Black Tigers terrorist group. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
560. Date: March 10, 2000
 Target: Cabinet Ministers
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: A bomber blew himself up, killing 18 others, including five police officers, and wounding 46 on a busy city street. The attack appeared to be targeted at a motorcade for cabinet ministers that was about to leave, or the defense minister, who was in meetings at the Parliament nearby. The bomb apparently went off prematurely as the bomber positioned himself near the motorcade.
561. Date: October 2, 2000
 Target: Deputy Minister M.L.M. Hisbullah
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: A remote-controlled roadside bomb exploded as Hisbullah was driven past, but he escaped harm. It was the second assassination attempt on him in three days. The Tamil Tiger rebels were blamed.
562. Date: November 9, 2000
 Target: Mayor Edi Rama
 Location: Triana, Albania
 Details: Newly-elected Mayor Rama escaped injury when a sniper fired shots into his apartment. Rama blamed opposition leader Sali Berisha for the attack. Rama was brutally beaten by three men in 1996, when Berisha was president.
563. Date: January 14, 2001
 Target: Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah
 Location: Srinagar, India
 Details: As Abdullah spoke at the opening of a new bridge, two rifle-grenades were fired from a distance, one exploding 100 feet from Abdullah and the other exploding on the roof of a nearby house. After the explosions, security personnel fired into the air for several minutes adding to the panic. There were no reported casualties among the 700 people attending. Islamic militants were blamed.
564. Date: February 16, 2001
 Target: Interior Minister Dusan Mihajlovic 
 Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
 Details: As Mihajlovic's motorcade entered the city, a gunman opened fire with a pistol. Mihajlovic's car sped away, but some of his bodyguards remained behind and got involved in a gunfight. Four people were taken into custody. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
565. Date: March 3, 2001
 Target: Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
 Location: Bangkok, Thailand
 Details: Shinawatra was riding in a motorcade, en route to the Bangkok International Airport to catch a Thai Airways Boeing 737-400 flight, when a bomb on the plane exploded, killing a crew- member and injuring seven, and completely destroying the plane. The bomb exploded 35 minutes before its scheduled departure. None of the 149 passengers or pilots had boarded, and the engines had not been started. The bomb was placed near where Shinawatra was assigned to sit.
566. Date: June 17, 2001 
 Target: Opposition Leader Khaleda Zia
 Location: Dhaka, Bangladesh
 Details: Gunmen opened fire on Zia's motorcade, striking a van carrying the bodyguards just behind her vehicle. No one was injured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
567. Date: July 18, 2001 
 Target: Central Bank Governor Guillermo Ortiz
 Location: Mexico City, Mexico
 Details: Assailants fired shots outside Ortiz's home, injuring his bodyguard. Ortiz was not injured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
568. Date: July 29, 2001 
 Target: Interior Minister Ljube Boskovski
 Location: Grupcin, Macedonia
 Details: Gunmen ambushed Boskovski's motorcade from both sides of the road, spraying his car with gunfire. His bodyguards returned fire in a gun battle that lasted five minutes. Boskovski was not injured in the attack. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
569. Date: November 10, 2001 
 Target: King Fahd
 Location: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
 Details: A man drove his car into King Fahd's heavily guarded motorcade, attempting to crash into Fahd's limousine. He missed, struck another vehicle, and was taken into custody. Sources later said that no weapons or explosives were found, and it did not appear to be a terrorist attack. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
570. Date: December 13, 2001 
 Target: Members of Parliament
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: A car containing six gunmen sped through a gate and into a parking lot next to the Parliament Building. One militant jumped out and blew himself up with a suicide bomb. The others opened fire on police and security guards, killing an army commando and six officers. During a 90-minute gun battle, the terrorists fired hundreds of rounds, and then began throwing hand grenades, before all of the terrorists were killed. The Parliament members were evacuated, and police found and set off a remaining bomb and several hand grenades. The gunmen had driven through the Parliament gates in an Ambassador car of the kind used by government officials. A siren on the car was wailing and official stickers from Parliament and the Home Ministry were affixed to the windshield. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
571. Date: February 1, 2002
 Target: Prime Minister Hassan Abshir Farah
 Location: Mogadishu, Somalia
 Details: Four people were injured, two seriously, when a hand grenade was thrown into Farah's residence. Farah escaped uninjured, but two of his bodyguards were among the injured. Farah later told reporters there was a possibility the hand grenade may have been dropped accidentally by one of his bodyguards.
572. Date: May 31, 2002
 Target: Chief Administrator Farooq Abdullah
 Location: Bemina, India
 Details: At a building dedication ceremony, Islamic terrorists fired two grenades at Farooq. One grenade exploded in midair and the other landed in a nearby pond. No one was hurt in the attack. Abdullah is one of the most well guarded politicians in India. He travels in a armored car, his motorcade carries powerful electronic jammers to prevent a remote-controlled bomb, and elite commandos called the Black Cats guard him at all times.
573. Date: June 8, 2002 
 Target: Premier Costas Simitis
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: Dimitris Aivatzidas fired shots outside a drug clinic and snatched a handgun from a guard at a police station near Simitis's residence. He then fired a shotgun at Simitis's home and was arrested after a gun battle with members of the prime minister's guard. He suffered gunshot wounds in the hand and wrist and was hospitalized. Simitis was home but not injured. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
574. Date: June 20, 2002 
 Target: Deputy Mayor Iosif Ordzhonikidze
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: Ordzhonikidze was being driven through early morning rush hour traffic. Unidentified gunmen drove past Ordzhonikidze's car, then cut him off and fired about 30 rounds through the windshield of his car before speeding away. A bodyguard got out of the car and returned fire. Ordzhonikidze was not injured, but a bodyguard and a student riding on a near-by bus were wounded. Immediately after the shooting, Ordzhonikidze's car was rammed from behind in an apparent accident. Police found the attacker's car a short distance away, completely burned with a body inside. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
575. Date: July 14, 2002
 Target: President Jacques Chirac
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: Chirac was riding in an open vehicle as part of France's Bastille Day military parade. Maxime Brunerie pulled a .22 caliber rifle from a guitar case and fired a shot at Chirac as he was passing by about 50 yards away. The shot missed. At least one spectator grabbed the rifle barrel and wrestled Brunerie to the ground. As he was being apprehended, Brunerie tried to shoot himself but failed. The day before the attack, Brunerie posted a message to his friends at a web site: "Watch the TV this Sunday, I will be the star." Brunerie later said he regretted not killing himself immediately afterward because he wanted to die famously.
576. Date: August 7, 2002
 Target: President Alvaro Uribe
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: As Uribe walked into the Parliament building to be sworn into office, three blasts exploded from mortar fire launched from a house one mile away. Two rounds went off adjacent to the palace, wounding a policeman, and killing three. Another round exploded a few blocks from the Parliament in a poor neighborhood, killing more than 20. Uribe had moved the ceremony, normally held outdoors, inside the Parliament building for security reasons. Uribe did not mention the explosions in his inaugural address. FARC rebels were blamed. Uribe has been the target of over a half dozen assassination attempts.
577. Date: September 5, 2002 
 Target: President Hamid Karzai
 Location: Kandahar, Afghanistan
 Details: Karzai was in the back seat of his car with Governor Gul Agha Sherzai with his window rolled partially down as they were about to leave the governor's palace. A would-be assassin, dressed in a security uniform, emerged from the crowd and fired four to eight rounds at Karzai's car with a Makarov pistol. The bullets missed Karzai, but one grazed the neck of Sherzai. A shopkeeper in the crowd wrestled the gunman to the ground and a young boy jumped in to help. Karzai's American Special Forces bodyguards returned fire, killing the gunman, and both civilians. The gunman, a member of the Taliban, had been hired seventeen days before as a security guard at the governor's mansion. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
578. Date: September 21, 2002 
 Target: Tourism Minister Sakina Yatoo
 Location: Kulgam Village, India
 Details: Yatoo's motorcade was en route to a campaign stop when a remote-controlled bomb was set off. Gunmen then surrounded her car and opened fire, killing two of her bodyguards and a local resident. Yatoo survived due to her armored vehicle. It was the second attack on her motorcade in less than a week; the first was on September 15. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
579. Date: October 7, 2002 
 Target: Governor Hakim Taniwal
 Location: Dowmanda, Afghanistan
 Details: Unidentified gunmen opened fire on Taniwal's six-vehicle motorcade, killing two of his bodyguards and wounding four others. Taniwal was unharmed and the gunmen, probable al-Qaeda terrorists, escaped. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
580. Date: November 25, 2002 
 Target: President Saparmurat Niyazov
 Location: Ashgabat, Turkmenistan
 Details: Gunmen in a truck opened fire with submachine guns on Niyazov's motorcade as it was traveling through the capitol. He was unhurt, but four police officers were wounded. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
581. Date: January 24, 2003 
 Target: Agriculture Minister K. Ranjit Singh and Social Welfare Minister Korung Thung
 Location: Thingkhangpi, India
 Details: Rebels attacked a convoy carrying both state ministers, but were repelled by security forces escorting the convoy. Neither minister was injured. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
582. Date: March 1, 2003 
 Target: Chief Administrator Akhmad Kadyrov
 Location: Argun, Chechnya
 Details: Rebels attacked Kadyrov's motorcade, killing four bodyguards, three policemen, and one of the rebels. Kadyrov was uninjured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
583. Date: April 13, 2003 
 Target: Mohammed Sharif (brother of the Governor)
 Location: Chaman, Afghanistan
 Details: Unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle opened fire on a car carrying Sharif, killing a passenger and wounding two bodyguards. Sharif escaped unharmed. A group affiliated with al-Qaeda was blamed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
584. Date: May 12, 2003 
 Target: Chief Administrator Akhmad Kadyrov
 Location: Iliskhan-Yurt, Chechnya
 Details: A woman with explosives strapped to her waist blew them up in the midst of thousands of Muslim pilgrims, killing herself and 13 others, including some of Kadyrov's bodyguards. Kadyrov escaped unharmed. Approximately 145 people wounded, including two of Kadyrov's bodyguards. A second female suicide bomber in the crowd was also wearing explosives, but she died from the first blast without detonating her charge. Both women posed as journalists to get close to Kadyrov. Police also found a landmine planted on the route his motorcade was expected to travel when leaving the event. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
585. Date: July 28, 2003 
 Target: Chief Minister Okram Ibobi Singh
 Location: Wangjing, Manipur
 Details: Rebels opened fire on Singh's motorcade as he arrived in a village. Singh was unhurt, but five others were wounded. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
586. Date: August 19, 2003 
 Target: President Alvaro Uribe
 Location: Grenada, Colombia
 Details: Suspected rebels opened fire with machine guns on Uribe's helicopter, as it came in for a landing for an official visit. His helicopter diverted to a nearby military base, while a security aircraft fired into the jungle. Uribe later returned for the event. He has survived several assassination attempts by FARC rebels. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
587. Date: August 21, 2003 
 Target: Governor Abdulkadir Kure
 Location: Abuja-Minna, Nigeria
 Details: Kure's motorcade was returning after an official visit when his convoy was attacked. His security chief was killed and his driver wounded. Kure escaped unharmed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
588. Date: October 13, 2003
 Target: Governor Abdullah Shahad al-Jaburi
 Location: al-Moqdadiyah, Iraq
 Details: Al-Jaburi was going to work when a roadside bomb detonated near his home. Two policemen were seriously wounded and a civilian was also injured, but the governor emerged unscathed. The policemen were in a separate car as part of the governor's convoy.
589. Date: October 26, 2003
 Target: Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Iraqi insurgents drove a pickup to the hotel, where Wolfowitz and his entourage were staying. Their truck was towing what looked like a portable, two-wheeled generator. When security guards approached, the assailants drove off, but rockets within the trailer apparently had been set to fire via a timer and suddenly ignited, flashing toward the hotel, a clear shot looming just over the treetops. An American colonel was killed and 18 were wounded, but Wolfowitz was uninjured. The attackers had welded together a launcher that held both 68mm and 85mm artillery rockets. Between eight and ten struck the hotel.
590. Date: December 6, 2003 
 Target: U.S. Administrator Paul Bremer
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Bremer's convoy was traveling from the airport to the office when it struck an explosive device and came under small arms fire. The convoy sped away and there were no injuries. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
591. Date: December 14, 2003 
 Target: President Pervez Musharraf
 Location: Rawalpindi, Pakistan
 Details: Two remote-controlled bombs exploded, destroying a concrete bridge seconds after Musharraf's motorcade crossed it. The bombs were foiled by high tech jammers carried in Musharraf's vehicle. There were no injuries. Al-Qaeda terrorists were believed to be involved. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
592. Date: December 25, 2003 
 Target: President Pervez Musharraf
 Location: Rawalpindi, Pakistan
 Details: Two suicide bombers detonated explosives hidden in pickup trucks as Musharaff's motorcade passed two gas stations on a main road in Rawalpindi. The windshield of Musharraf's car was damaged, though he was unhurt. Sixteen were killed, including six policemen, four military personnel, and twelve civilians, and 46 were injured. Musharraf returned to Army House, the heavily fortified official residence of the army chief. The road where the attack occurred is one used nearly every day by Musharraf as he travels from his residence to his presidential offices. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
593. Date: February 12, 2004 
 Target: General John Abizaid
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Abizaid's motorcade came under attack as it pulled into the headquarters of the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps. Several gunmen fired rocket-propelled grenades and assault rifles from surrounding rooftops. U.S. forces returned fire. There were no casualties in the attack. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
594. Date: March 28, 2004 
 Target: G.E. Engineer
 Location: Mosul, Iraq
 Details: Andy Bradsell and his partner, Christopher McDonald, both security contractors for the British-based Olive Security, were protecting a General Electric engineer, who was to help rebuild the city's power plant. An estimated 15 to 19 insurgents in several vehicles attacked their two-vehicle convoy, as it approached the plant in Mosul. Bradsell reportedly maneuvered his vehicle between the gunmen and the lead truck carrying the GE engineer, allowing the man and his bodyguards to escape. At the same time, McDonald, who was with Bradsell, opened fire on the insurgents. Both Bradsell and McDonald died from multiple gunshot wounds. More than 270 private security contractors have reportedly died in Iraq. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
595. Date: March 31, 2004 
 Target: Members of Bolivian Congress
 Location: La Paz, Bolivia
 Details: An out-of-work miner entered the Congress building wearing a vest of dynamite. Police and security agents evacuated the area and were negotiating with him when his bomb exploded, killing the man and two security officers, and wounding several others. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
596. Date: May 27, 2004 
 Target: Iraqi Governing Council Member Salama al-Khafaji
 Location: Yusufiyah, Iraq
 Details: Al-Khakaji's three-vehicle convoy came under fire. A bodyguard was killed and another was critically wounded. Her teenaged son was in a separate vehicle, which plunged into an irrigation canal. Witnesses saw him swimming away, but he was found dead. Al-Khafaji was uninjured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
597. Date: July 12, 2004 
 Target: Iraqi Olympic Team Chief Ahmed al-Samarrai
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: A roadside bomb exploded as Al-Samarrai's two-car motorcade drove past. Then attackers threw grenades and fired automatic weapons as the cars sped away. Al-Samarrai was unhurt, but one of his bodyguards was wounded. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
598. Date: July 13, 2004 
 Target: President Sergei Abramov
 Location: Grozny, Chechnya
 Details: Abramov's motorcade was en route to an inspection of a construction site when a roadside bomb exploded. One of his bodyguards in a follow-up vehicle was killed and three others were wounded. Abramov was uninjured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
599. Date: July 17, 2004 
 Target: Justice Minister Malik Dohan al-Hassan
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: A suicide car bomber was parked near al-Hassan's home. When the bomber saw al-Hassan's five-vehicle motorcade approaching, he sped toward it. A security vehicle maneuvered into the bomber's path and the car bomb exploded as the tail end of al-Hassan's motorcade drove past, killing five of his bodyguards and destroying three vehicles. Al-Hassan was unhurt. The attack occurred at an intersection 500 yards from al-Hassan's home. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
600. Date: July 30, 2004 
 Target: Prime Minister Designate Shaukat Aziz
 Location: Fateh Jang, Pakistan
 Details: Aziz was leaving a political rally and had just gotten into his armored Mercedes car with Mayor Tahir Sadiq. A suicide bomber approached the vehicle and detonated himself before the driver could close his door. The blast killed the driver and seven others, including the bomber. Aziz and Sadiq were not injured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
601. Date: September 16, 2004
 Target: President Hamid Karzai
 Location: Gardez, Afghanistan
 Details: A rocket was fired at the helicopter carrying Karzai as it was coming in for a landing, but the rocket missed. The helicopter aborted its landing and returned Karzai to Kabul. He was scheduled to open a school in Gardez. No one was injured.
602. Date: November 11, 2004
 Target: Governor Abdel-Rahman Mostafa
 Location: Kirkuk, Iraq
 Details: A car bomb exploded as Mostafa's convoy went past, wounding 16 people. Mostafa escaped unharmed.
603. Date: November 14, 2004 
 Target: PLO Chief Mahmoud Abbas
 Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
 Details: Abbas was inside a tent to mourn the death of former PLO Chief Yasser Arafat. A group of armed militants burst into the tent and opened fire with AK-47s. Abbas's protectors hustled him away and he was not injured; two of his bodyguards were killed and four others were wounded. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
604. Date: January 19, 2005 
 Target: President Lansana Conte
 Location: Conakry, Guinea
 Details: Conte escaped assassination attempt when gunmen opened fire on his convoy. He was unharmed, but a member of a security team riding a motorcycle alongside the convoy was seriously wounded. The attack occurred near a railroad crossing in a crowded suburb called Enco 5, as Conte was returning from Wawa, his home village. Bullets struck several vehicles in the convoy, but did not stop it.
(2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
605. Date: January 21, 2005
 Target: Actor Christian Slater
 Location: London, England
 Details: Slater was leaving a theater in London, where he had been starring in a stage version of the novel "One Flew Over The Cuckoo's Nest", when, according to some reports, a man tried to attack him with a knife. A security guard reportedly leapt forwards to protect the actor, and was injured on the arm. Slater was not injured. (This version of events has been disputed in subsequent reports, some of which say Slater was not present during the incident at all. Because of wide reports about an incident, it remains in the Compendium, but is not counted in the STARS data.)
606. Date: April 20, 2005 
 Target: Prime Minister Iyad Allawi
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Allawi escaped unhurt when a suicide bomber in a car attacked his convoy as he headed home from a meeting on a new cabinet line-up. One policeman was killed in the blast and four were wounded. Allawi had also escaped an assassination years earlier while in exile in London. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
607. Date: May 10, 2005
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
 Details: While Bush delivered a pro-democracy speech to a crowd of at least 150,000 people in Freedom Square, an RGD-5 fragmentation hand grenade was tossed to within 60 feet of the podium, but failed to explode. It was not discovered until later. In the hours after the incident, Georgia officials insisted the device was an inert, Soviet-era training grenade that posed no threat to Bush or his audience. The White House later acknowledged that security protocols broke down at the event when throngs of people proceeded through barricades and became part of the audience without passing through metal detectors. According to the FBI, the grenade was thrown by an unknown assailant and was wrapped in a dark-colored handkerchief and bounced off a woman's head. Vladimir Arutyunian was arrested after he killed a policeman in a shoot-out and was himself shot three times. He confessed to throwing the grenade and said he would try to kill Bush again if he got the chance. He was convicted and sentenced to life in prison.
608. Date: July 5, 2005 
 Target: Diplomat Mohammed Younis Khan
 Location: Mansour, Iraq
 Details: The Pakistani Ambassador to Iraq escaped unharmed after gunmen attacked his vehicle in a Baghdad neighborhood where several embassies are located. Khan was heading home from work when two cars tried to sandwich his vehicle. Four to five gunmen started to shoot at the convoy, but Khan escaped without injury when his bodyguards fired back. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
609. Date: July 15, 2005
 Target: President Jalal Talabani
 Location: Iraq
 Details: A suicide car bomb exploded on a bridge overlooking Talabani's home, killing three of his guards. The attack occurred about 8 p.m. on Al-Hussein Bridge over the Tigris River. Several people were wounded, including some civilians. The Supreme Council has offices in the area, and leaders of the organization also live in the Jadriyah district. It was unclear if Talabani was in the house at the time of the explosion. Guards are posted on the bridge because it overlooks the president's house and leads to an area where several key government figures have homes.
610. Date: October 7, 2005
 Target: Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
 Location: Sungai Padi, Thailand
 Details: A homemade bomb triggered by a mobile telephone exploded about one hour after Shinawatra toured the area. The blast wounded one police officer. Muslim insurgents frequently target the area.
611. Date: October 12, 2005
 Target: State Minister Saad al-Hardan
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Though Al-Hardan was not in the convoy at the time, attackers detonated a car bomb along its route as it neared the heavily fortified Green Zone. Four of al-Hardan's bodyguards were wounded.
612. Date: October 12, 2005
 Target: U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
 Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
 Details: A rocket exploded outside the residence of the Canadian ambassador, just hours before Rice arrived for talks with the country's leaders. Police said a second rocket damaged a government building. The attack wounded a guard.
613. Date: January 9, 2006
 Target: U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Two suicide bombers carrying police identity cards walked up to an Interior Ministry checkpoint and blew themselves up hundreds of yards from a ceremony attended by Khalilza, as well as Iraq's interior and defense ministers. The blast killed at least 18 police officers and wounded 25. Al-Qaeda in Mesopotamia immediately claimed responsibility for the attack. None of the protectees was injured. The bombers, who were wearing suicide vests under plain clothes, were reportedly able to walk into an area near the ministry, which is closed to cars. The men had obtained police badges and showed them at a checkpoint at the north gate of the ministry. They were refused entry to the area and officers attempted to search them. When they attempted to run, police shot at one of the bombers, who blew himself up as they fired, wounding two police officers and killing himself. The second bomber reportedly became lost in the crowd. Several minutes later, an explosion ripped through the people who had gathered around to help. The ceremony continued without interruption about a quarter of a mile away.
614. Date: January 26, 2006 
 Target: Industry Minister Osama al-Najafi
 Location: Balad, Iraq
 Details: A roadside bomb exploded near the first car in Najafi's convoy. He escaped unharmed, but three of his bodyguards were killed. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
615. Date: February 13, 2006
 Target: Former Minister Ayham al-Samarie
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: A roadside bomb exploded as al-Samarie's three-car motorcade went past. His vehicle was not hit by the blast, but another car was struck and two of his bodyguards were wounded.
616. Date: February 21, 2006 
 Target: Displacement and Migration Minister Suhaila Abd Jaafar
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Jaafar survived a roadside bomb attack on her convoy, but three bodyguards were injured. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
617. Date: April 25, 2006 
 Target: Secretary of Public Safety Manuel Diaz Lerma
 Location: Mexicali, Mexico
 Details: Diaz was traveling with his chauffeur in an armored Suburban, followed by another Suburban (without armor) carrying three bodyguards. The bodyguards noticed several people dressed in military-type clothing carrying long weapons. Approximately 22 attackers in hoods and bullet-resistant vests were positioned along four or five blocks when they began firing at Diaz' motorcade with AK-47 and AR-15 rifles. Diaz' driver accelerated through the ambush and Diaz escaped unharmed. The follow-up vehicle was riddled with bullet holes and all three bodyguards were wounded, two critically. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
618. Date: May 2, 2006 
 Target: Governor Maamoun Sami Rasheed
 Location: Ramadi, Iraq
 Details: A suicide bomber drove his car toward Rasheed's vehicle and blew himself up. Three of Rasheed's bodyguards were killed in the attack, and at least five people were wounded. A US Marine detachment with the convoy exchanged fire with unknown gunmen during the attack. Rasheed said it was the ninth attempt to kill him. His son was kidnapped in 2005, but returned safely. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
619. Date: May 30, 2006
 Target: Culture Minister Giorgos Voulgarakis
 Location: Athens, Greece
 Details: A bomb exploded near the home of Voulgarakis at a time when he would normally have been passing by on his way to work. He had reportedly been delayed a few minutes from leaving. The bomb reportedly contained four to seven pounds of dynamite and was strapped to a bicycle seat near a car. Other reports said the device was under the car. The blast destroyed several parked cars, but no one was injured. Voulgarakis was targeted in a 2003 firebomb attack by suspected anarchists, which destroyed three cars and damaged a building.
620. Date: July 31, 2006
 Target: Governor Gul Agha Sherzai
 Location: Nangarhar, Afghanistan
 Details: A bomb planted in a parked car exploded as Sherzai walked out of a mosque after prayer service, killing at least five policemen and wounding 10 more. Sherzai was reportedly fifty feet from the blast and was not injured. The car carrying the policemen was destroyed while a second car nearby carrying the governor's bodyguards was damaged.
621. Date: August 14, 2006
 Target: Envoy Bashir Wali Mohammed
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Mohammed's motorcade was returning from a ceremony. Mines packed with hundreds of ball bearings and hidden in a parked three-wheeler taxi exploded as his convoy passed. They missed his car, but hit one of his escort vehicles, killing the four security men inside. The damaged Land Rover continued for about 50 yards before crashing through a wall. Shrapnel from the blast killed three passers-by and wounded eight more. The Tamil Tigers were blamed for the blast.
622. Date: September 3, 2006
 Target: Senator John McCain and others
 Location: Republic of Georgia
 Details: It was reported that a surface-to-air missile was fired at a helicopter escorting McCain and a Senate delegation during their European tour. The information was made public after a helicopter carrying Georgia's defense minister was damaged by large-caliber machine gun fire and forced to make an emergency landing. No one was injured.
623. Date: September 18, 2006 
 Target: President Abdullahi Yusuf
 Location: Baidoa, Somalia
 Details: Yusuf escaped an assassination attempt unharmed when a car bomb exploded as his motorcade went past outside the parliament building. The blast killed his brother and four other members of the presidential detail. In an ensuing gun battle, six additional attackers were killed in a gun battle with Yusuf's bodyguards after the explosion. No one claimed responsibility for the blast. In a raid on September 28, police arrested three suspected members of a fundamentalist Islamic group and recovered explosives. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
624. Date: October 4, 2006
 Target: Deputy Prime Minister Naima Behljuljija
 Location: Gnjilane, Serbia (Kosovo)
 Details: A bomb exploded near Behljuljija's residence. Although the device was said to be powerful, it caused only minor damage; there were no reports of injuries. It was the fourth bomb attack in Gnjilane in several weeks. Bombs also targeted the car of Kosovo's Internal Affairs Minister Fatmir Rexhepi and the homes of two chief government advisors.
625. Date: October 14, 2006
 Target: Governor Gulab Mangal
 Location: Eastern Laghman Province, Afghanistan
 Details: Mangal escaped injury when a roadside bomb exploded as he arrived at his compound. The device was placed in a plastic bag and hidden in an irrigation ditch, and detonated by remote control. About a dozen suspects were later arrested. It was the second assassination attempt against him within two months.
626. Date: October 20, 2006
 Target: Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh
 Location: Gaza Strip
 Details: Palestinian gunmen opened fire on Haniyeh's convoy, destroying one vehicle in a burst of flames. Nobody was injured. Haniyeh's armored Mercedes wasn't hit, but the last car in the motorcade burst into flames and was destroyed. Haniyeh travels in a convoy of more than 10 vehicles and was believed to be about a quarter-mile away at the time of the shooting. Hamas officials accused Fatah-affiliated gunmen of carrying out the attack. Fatah denied involvement.





Section 1E: Failed, Aborted, or Prevented Incidents Worldwide
627. Date: December 11, 1960
 Target: President-elect John F. Kennedy
 Location: Palm Beach, Florida
 Details: Kennedy was staying at his father's home in Florida, following his election victory. He emerged from the house to go to mass, accompanied by his wife, daughter, and several nieces and nephews. Across the street, Richard Pavlick sat in his car and watched Kennedy prepare to leave. On the seat next to Pavlick were many sticks of dynamite wired to a knife switch. He planned to ram Kennedy's car and throw the switch, killing Kennedy and himself in the process. Seeing the children with the President-elect, he decided to kill Kennedy another day and left. Pavlick had visited the compound to observe security prior to this aborted attempt. Later, he visited a church the President-elect frequented, to learn about its interior. Police were tipped off to Pavlick by a postmaster who had received alarming letters from him. Four days after the aborted attempt at Kennedy's home, Pavlick was arrested without incident. They found with him the sticks of dynamite, and a letter, written in the past tense, explaining why he had killed Kennedy.
628. Date: September 5, 1961
 Target: President Charles De Gaulle
 Location: France
 Details: A 54-pound butane bomb and 20 pounds of plastic explosives were buried in sand near a bridge over the Seine River. The plan was to explode the bomb when De Gaulle's car passed by, and then for several OAS terrorists to open fire with automatic weapons. The OAS bomb triggerman lost his nerve as the motorcade approached, and the attack was not launched.
629. Date: June 23, 1962
 Target: President Charles De Gaulle
 Location: France
 Details: De Gaulle's car was to be ambushed along the road to Rebrechien, where he was to attend a wedding. Unaware of the plot, he had taken a helicopter to the ceremony instead.
630. Date: June 25, 1962 
 Target: President Charles De Gaulle
 Location: France
 Details: Another ambush was planned on De Gaulle's car. Police saw the OAS cars staged for the attack, and the terrorists were forced to flee. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
631. Date: August 8, 1962
 Target: President Charles De Gaulle
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: OAS terrorists planned to shoot De Gaulle in his car as he traveled to the airport to greet former U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower. A civilian car got in the way as the motorcade approached, and the terrorists aborted their plan.
632. Date: February 1963
 Target: President Charles De Gaulle
 Location: Paris, France
 Details: A plot was uncovered to assassinate De Gaulle during the Ecole Militaire ceremonies. A sniper on a rooftop was to kill De Gaulle, but for unreported reasons, the attack did not occur.
633. Date: July 1, 1966
 Target: President Charles de Gaulle
 Location: Orly Airport, France
 Details: De Gaulle was being driven to the airport. A group planted a car, containing a ton of dynamite, within inches of the road along the route. The night before the attack, the plotters were all arrested after an armed robbery. The robbery was an attempt to steal enough money to disappear after the assassination.
634. Date: February 1966 
 Target: Vice President Hubert Humphrey
 Location: Australia
 Details: Peter Kocan, a 19-year-old student, planned to assassinate Humphrey with a sawed-off shotgun, during his visit to Australia. Due to Secret Service precautions, Kocan was unable to get close enough. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
635. Date: April 5, 1967
 Target: Vice President Hubert Humphrey
 Location: West Berlin, Germany
 Details: Humphrey was the target of a failed murder plot for which eleven conspirators were arrested.
636. Date: 1968 
 Target: Governor Ronald Reagan
 Location: Sacramento, California
 Details: Governor Reagan, then a presidential candidate, was awakened one morning by the sound of gunfire. Running down the hall of his Sacramento home in his pajamas, he was met by a Secret Service agent who explained that two men with a firebomb had been spotted outside his children's bedroom. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
637. Date: July 9, 1971
 Target: President Alejandro Lanusse
 Location: Argentina
 Details: More than a dozen RPA men and women were arrested in a plot to kill Lanusse and Uruguay President Jorge Areco, while both were reviewing a military parade. The plan called for a tank truck loaded with gas to be detonated near the reviewing stand.
638. Date: January 12, 1971
 Target: Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
 Location: Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
 Details: Six defendants were indicted for a plot to kidnap Kissinger, and blow up the heating systems of federal buildings in Washington, D.C. Their plan was to dynamite five locations in Washington's underground tunnels.
639. Date: April 22, 1972 
 Target: President Richard Nixon
 Location: Ottawa, Canada
 Details: Having traveled to Canada with the intent to assassinate Nixon, Arthur Bremer heard the motorcade route announced over the radio. He attempted to get into the arrival site at a military airport, but was denied access because he didn't have a military ID. He saw numerous police officers, RCMP officers, and Secret Service agents along the route. He asked a police officer where he could stand to watch the president and was directed to an empty gas station along the motorcade route. Bremer waited in a small crowd with a .38 revolver in his pocket. In his diary, he described one Secret Service agent as "Mr. Moustache," and wrote: "I exchanged looks at the Mr. Moustache, my gun inside my pocket. Fantasied [sic] killing Nixon while shooting right over the shoulder of that cop." As Nixon's motorcade sped past, Bremer did not get the chance for a clear shot. Police and Secret Service agents prevented cars from following the motorcade. Bremer described it as "a neatly run operation." He blamed anti-war demonstrators for causing security to be so tight. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
640. Date: April 22, 1972 
 Target: President Richard Nixon
 Location: Ottawa, Canada
 Details: Nixon was scheduled to give a speech at the Parliament Building, and Bremer waited outside with a gun in his pocket. Bremer planned to shoot Nixon if he shook hands with people in the crowd (which he didn't). Bremer saw the motorcade drive past and thought about shooting the car. He later wrote in his diary: "Waiting for him to come out that last time I even thought of killing as many SS men as I could. Because I was pissed at them & myself & Nixon killing 5 or 6 Secret Service agents would get me in the papers SOMETHING to show for my effort. Killing 'em right in front of Nixon -- dig it? I wasn't sure my flat-tipped .38's would go thru the bullet-resistant glass. Didn't want to get emprisoned [sic] or killed in an unsuccessful attempt. To have absolutely nothing to show -- I couldn't take that chance." (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
641. Date: May 13, 1972 
 Target: Governor (Presidential Candidate) George Wallace
 Location: Dearborn, Michigan
 Details: Unable to get close enough to President Nixon, Bremer decided to kill Wallace. At a rally in Dearborn, Bremer stood in a crowd with his .38 revolver in his pocket. He glimpsed Wallace standing backstage, but did not attack because he would have to shoot through a window that separated the crowd from the stage. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
642. Date: May 14, 1972 
 Target: Governor (Presidential Candidate) George Wallace
 Location: Cadillac, Michigan
 Details: Bremer attended a Wallace rally in a high school gymnasium. He later described the scene in his diary: "Two SS men flank the stage on each side as Wally talks, center stage behind his usuall [sic] high bullet-resistant podium. More agents flank the crowd & stage entrence [sic]. Bored gargoyles. Unmoving. Unemotional. Searching. One with a coat on his lap. Rifle inside? I am, at the very most, 35 feet from my target. In the 5th row. Too far to risk. Need a sure shot ... I want to get closer. Shake Hands. Shake Hands, I cry." Wallace departed the rally without approaching the crowd. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
643. Date: October 17, 1972 
 Target: President Ferdinand Marcos
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Four assassins -- two armed with rifles -- were arrested in a car outside the palace grounds in a plot to kill Marcos. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
644. Date: March 4, 1973
 Target: Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Khaled Jassem, an Iraqi national who worked as a PLO official in Cyprus, was accused of planting bombs in rented cars parked outside the El Al facility at Kennedy Airport and two Israeli banks, during Meir's one-day visit to New York. The bombs failed to go off, because of faulty detonators. The FBI identified Jassem as a member of the Black September and Fatah terrorist groups.
645. Date: February 22, 1974
 Target: President Richard Nixon
 Location: Baltimore, Maryland
 Details: Samuel Byck shot his way onto a Delta jet at the Baltimore-Washington Airport. He intended to hijack the plane, force the pilots to take off, and then crash the plane into the White House to kill Nixon. He killed a security guard and the crew, before police shot and wounded him. He then killed himself. He was armed with a .22 revolver and a gasoline bomb in a briefcase.
646. Date: September 5, 1975
 Target: President Gerald Ford
 Location: Sacramento, California
 Details: Two men were arrested for theft in Santa Barbara. A grand jury on October 20 indicted both men in a plot to kill Ford. The plan was for one man to blow up a street sewer as the other shot Ford. Police found the written plan in a parked car at the airport.
647. Date: July 4, 1976
 Target: Vice President Nelson Rockefeller
 Location: Glassboro, New Jersey
 Details: A man was arrested and charged with threatening to kill Rockefeller with a cyanide bullet. He also reportedly plotted to kill Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, and U.N. Delegate Patrick Moynihan.
648. Date: August 17, 1977 
 Target: King Juan Carlos I
 Location: Majorca, Spain
 Details: Police discovered and defused a bomb under an overpass to be used that day by the King and Premier Adolfo Suarez. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
649. Date: April 10, 1978
 Target: President Jimmy Carter
 Location: Lebanon, Missouri
 Details: A stolen car, driven by a man who planned to kill Carter, broke down on the highway. He pulled a gun on a tow truck driver and demanded to be towed to Washington. The hostage was traded for an FBI agent, who disarmed the man. He reportedly planned to shoot Carter or stab him with scissors. He was upset over the Panama Canal Treaty.
650. Date: May 5, 1979 
 Target: President Jimmy Carter
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: An alert and intuitive Secret Service agent observed a suspicious looking man about 50-feet from the President, who was giving a speech. The agent detected a gun in the man's back pocket that turned out to be a starter pistol. Raymond Lee Harvey was arrested and explained that he was supposed to fire into the air, at which point two men with rifles would shoot the President. Soon after, a man named Oswaldo Espinoza was also taken into custody. He admitted going with Harvey to the roof of the Alan Hotel the night before and firing the starter pistol "to test how loud it was." Espinoza substantiated Harvey's story that two other men with Hispanic names, armed with rifles, had stayed in the hotel. Police found three rounds of live ammunition in a room that had been registered to a man named Umberto Camacho, who had just checked out. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
651. Date: 1979
 Target: Shah of Iran's sister 
 Location: Beverly Hills, California
 Details: Over 1,000 student demonstrators of Persian ancestry marched a mile above Sunset Boulevard in Beverly Hills, to reach the home of the Shah's sister. There, they overturned a sheriff's squad car and set fire to the ivy surrounding the Shah's sister's home. About 25-30 police officers and State Department bodyguards held off the mob. Some of the Shah's relatives were reportedly evacuated down a slope behind the house. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
652. Date: October 19, 1980
 Target: President Ferdinand Marcos
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: A bomb was planted in the Philippine International Convention Center, moments before Marcos was to address a group of American tour operators. The perpetrator is said to have carried a suitcase full of explosives into the crowded room without being stopped by security. The bomb exploded causing 20 injuries, but no deaths.
653. Date: 1981
 Target: Ron Reagan Jr. (President Reagan's son)
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: FALN members reportedly developed a plot to kidnap President Reagan's son and trade him for their imprisoned members. Secret Service agents learned of the reported plot through an imprisoned FALN member and increased protection for the President's son. According to the informant, the plan was to kidnap Reagan at the Joffery Ballet, where he was a member of the dance troupe. FBI agents placed the suspects under surveillance, raided the group's safe house, and arrested the FALN members.
654. Date: December 19, 1981
 Target: Mayor Jane Byrne 
 Location: Chicago, Illinois
 Details: Bodyguards for Byrne became suspicious of a man who was acting strangely and repeatedly asking about Byrne's arrival at a housing project she was scheduled to visit. They searched the man's briefcase and found a .32 revolver, 18 extra rounds, and newspaper clippings about Sadat's assassination. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
655. Date: July 31, 1983  (Newton-John)
 Target: Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor and Singer Olivia Newton-John
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Michael Perry began stalking actress Olivia Newton-John in 1980. He told his psychiatrist Newton-John was evil and should be killed. At each of several trips to her home in California, he was detected and turned away by security personnel. He also spoke of killing O'Connor. On July 19, he murdered his parents, his nephew, and two cousins, shooting them all in the eyes. At the murder scene, he left a list of people he intended to kill, including Newton-John and O'Connor. He was at large for two weeks, eventually coming to police attention when arrested in an unrelated matter. At that time, he was staying in a hotel room a few blocks from the Supreme Court. He is currently on death row in Louisiana. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
656. Date: July 20, 1983 
 Target: Prince Charles and Princess Diana
 Location: London, England
 Details: An IRA member was supposed to plant explosives in a bathroom next to the royal box at a Dominion Theater concert. The plot reportedly failed due to tight security. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
657. Date: October 22, 1983 
 Target: President Ronald Reagan
 Location: Augusta, Georgia
 Details: An armed man raided a country club and seized five hostages, including two presidential assistants. Reagan and Secretary of State George Schultz were playing golf on the course at the time. The Secret Service undertook an emergency evacuation of the president by helicopter. Later the hostages were released without harm. (1-STARS: Management of the incident immediately after the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
658. Date: July 19, 1984 
 Target: Presidential Candidate (Senator) Gary Hart
 Location: San Francisco, California
 Details: Secret Service agents wrestled a man armed with a .22 revolver to the ground when he tried to enter the St. Francis Hotel, the same hotel where Sara Jane Moore fired shots at President Ford in 1975. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
659. Date: July 11, 1985 
 Target: President Junius Jayewardene
 Location: Colombo, Sri Lanka
 Details: Police discovered a van loaded with 264 pounds of gelignite, wired to explode as Jayewardene's motorcade went past. Three Eelam terrorists were arrested. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
660. Date: January 9, 1986
 Target: Florida Governor Bob Graham
 Location: Portland, Oregon
 Details: A woman was arrested at the Portland International Airport in connection with a plot a plot to kidnap Graham. She had attempted to hire a mercenary, who was actually an undercover police officer. She reportedly planned to hold Graham hostage for the release of her inmate husband, who was serving a 12-year sentence in Florida for a murder-for-hire plot.
661. Date: November 25, 1986 
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Brisbane, Australia
 Details: A former mental patient with five gasoline bombs was arrested at city hall, just hours before the Pope's arrival. He stated he wanted to kill the Pope "because he has too much money." (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
662. Date: November 3, 1987
 Target: President Ronald Reagan
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: An unemployed chemist was arrested in a plot to kill Reagan and Secretary of State George Shultz. Police found an AR-15, three 30-round clips, a Mossberg shotgun, a Remington 870 shotgun, and $7,600 in his car.
663. Date: February 12, 1988 
 Target: President Amin Gemayel
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A one-pound charge of TNT was found under the pilot's seat of Gemayel's Boeing jet, prior to his departure. Three airport employees were arrested. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
664. Date: May 13, 1988
 Target: Presidential Candidate (Reverend) Jesse Jackson
 Location: Washington, Missouri
 Details: Londell Williams and his wife Tammy Williams were arrested after bragging that they would kill Jackson. They were affiliated with a Neo-Nazi white-supremacist group. Police found an AR-15 rifle with a scope.
665. Date: September 2, 1988
 Target: Presidential Candidate (Governor) Michael Dukakis
 Location: Springfield, Missouri
 Details: A man was arrested trying to board a commercial aircraft with a pistol, a knife, and extra ammunition. He reportedly planned to fly to Los Angeles and kill Dukakis at a campaign stop.
666. Date: September 27, 1988
 Target: Vice President George H.W. Bush
 Location: Owensboro, Kentucky
 Details: A man attended a Bush outdoor rally, carrying a .45 pistol under his shirt. He was described as a "nice, gentle young man." On September 29, he mailed an anonymous letter to President Reagan, threatening to kill Bush if he didn't drop out of the race. He included three pictures he had taken of Bush at the rally. Following an investigation, he was arrested on October 18. The Secret Service determined that he had gotten within 91 feet of Bush with his pistol. He had also stalked Kentucky Governor Martha Layne Collins and Senator Al Gore, carrying a knife to their rally in May 1987.
667. Date: August 4, 1989
 Target: President George H.W. Bush
 Location: Oakland, California
 Details: A man was arrested while robbing a bank. He was armed with two handguns, and had $1,400 with him. He told police he was trying to raise money to "kill the president." He had reportedly stalked Bush and tried to kill him, during Bush's visit to Detroit, Michigan, but he found security to be too tight. He said that aliens were telling him to kill the president.
668. Date: November 3, 1989 
 Target: Presidential Candidate Cesar Gaviria
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Federal agents assigned to protect Gaviria found a powerful bomb planted under a bridge hours before his motorcade was scheduled to cross it. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
669. Date: April 5, 1990 
 Target: Interior Minister Horacio Serpa
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Police found and defused a truck bomb containing over 1,000 pounds of dynamite, minutes after Serpa had walked past it. (1-STARS: Management of the incident immediately after the attack favorably influenced safety/survival.)
670. Date: May 7, 1990
 Target: Colombian President Virgilio Barco
 Location: Tampa, Florida
 Details: Two Colombian hit men were arrested when they attempted to buy Stinger missiles for $6 million from undercover officers to be used for shooting down Barco's helicopter.
671. Date: May 21, 1990
 Target: Colombian President Virgilio Barco
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Police defused a 170-pound dynamite bomb outside a school where Barco's granddaughters were students.
672. Date: June 21, 1990
 Target: President F.W. de Klerk
 Location: Johannesburg, South Africa
 Details: Eleven right-wing terrorists were arrested in a plot to kill de Klerk, Nelson Mandela, and several other government officials. Mandela was to be shot by a sniper on July 18, during an airport arrival.
673. Date: September 27, 1990 
 Target: Foreign Minister William Waldegrave
 Location: London, England
 Details: A plastic lunch box containing four pounds of Semtex plastic explosives was discovered under the lectern at a conference. It was set to explode during the time Waldegrave would be speaking (bomb dogs had swept the room, and missed the bomb). (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
674. Date: October 22, 1991
 Target: President George H.W. Bush
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: A man was arrested in a plot to kill Bush during his visit on November 4. Police seized 34 guns, silencers, grenades, and 27,000 rounds of ammunition.
675. Date: December 22, 1991
 Target: President F. W. de Klerk
 Location: Johannesburg, South Africa
 Details: Police uncovered a plot by a pro-apartheid group to kidnap de Klerk's grandson, and hold him hostage to force the release of a political prisoner.
676. Date: February 11, 1992 
 Target: Vice President Dan Quayle
 Location: London, England
 Details: A bomb containing five pounds of Semtex plastic explosive was found in a phone booth outside a building Quayle was to visit within hours. The IRA claimed credit. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
677. Date: September 15, 1992 
 Target: President George H.W. Bush
 Location: Denver, Colorado
 Details: A woman showed up at a campaign rally for Bush. She was described as a "nice person," and had no arrest record. She was carrying a .32 revolver and planned to attack Bush's motorcade, using the same tactics as Sara Jane Moore. She was unable to get into the building with the handgun, due to the magnetometers, and was deterred from shooting at his armored limousine. She left without taking action, and later related the incident to her psychiatrist. The Secret Service arrested her. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
678. Date: October 29, 1992
 Target: President George H.W. Bush 
 Location: Oshkosh, Wisconsin
 Details: Bush was riding aboard a train on a campaign trip. Advance personnel found an improvised explosive device along the train tracks and removed it. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
679. Date: January 17, 1993
 Target: Rosa Fujimori (sister of President Alberto Fujimori)
 Location: Lima, Peru
 Details: Four Shining Path terrorists were arrested plotting to kill Fujimori's sister, Rosa. They had kept a log on her movements. They were also plotting a car bomb attack on his father-in-law.
680. Date: January 26, 1993
 Target: Prime Minister John Major
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: Four Sikh terrorists were arrested with bombs set to explode during a parade attended by Major.
681. Date: January 27, 1993 
 Target: President Boris Yeltsin
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: A Russian army major was arrested in the attic of a government building with a knife. He had tried to kill Yeltsin with two bombs, which failed to explode, so he planned to use the knife. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
682. Date: March 10, 1993
 Target: Prime Minister John Major and the royal family
 Location: London, England
 Details: Police recovered several hundred pounds of IRA-owned explosives and a map marking Buckingham Palace and 10 Downing Street as the targets.
683. Date: April 7, 1993 
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: A woman was arrested across from the White House with three handguns, drugs, and signs asking to see the FBI and Barbara Walters. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
684. Date: April 8, 1993
 Target: President Lech Walesa
 Location: Gadansk, Poland
 Details: Authorities foiled an assassination plot directed at Walesa.
685. Date: April 27, 1993
 Target: President George H.W. Bush
 Location: Kuwait City, Kuwait
 Details: Sixteen men were arrested in a plot to kill the emirate of Kuwait. A plot to kill Bush on his trip there on April 14-16 was also uncovered. They reportedly planned three attempts: A car bomb at his airport arrival, a car bomb at the site of the ceremony, and a suicide bomber with explosives strapped to his chest. Police found 550 pounds of explosives. In retaliation, the U.S. launched a cruise missile attack two months later on the Iraqi intelligence headquarters in Baghdad.
686. Date: May 7, 1993
 Target: President Vaclev Havel
 Location: Prague, Czech
 Details: Police arrested five foreigners in an assassination plot against Havel for his stand on Bosnia. A sixth man was still at large.
687. Date: May 14, 1993 
 Target: Tennis Star Boris Becker
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: A man was arrested with several knives and a pistol with blanks, trying to attend the Italian Open. He claimed he was James Bond. Police found a wig and pictures of Becker in the man's room. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
688. Date: May 21, 1993
 Target: ANC Official Joe Slovo
 Location: Johannesburg, South Africa
 Details: A man was arrested in a plot to kill Slovo. A commission investigating reports of military hit squads uncovered the information.
689. Date: June 2, 1993 
 Target: Premier Carlo Ciampi
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: A car containing 33 pounds of ANFO explosives set to explode by remote control was found parked outside Ciampi's office. Police defused the device. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
690. Date: June 24, 1993
 Target: Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: FBI agents arrested eight Muslims in a plot to kill Boutros-Ghali, Senator Alfonse D'Amato, Assemblyman Dov Hikind, and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. The U.N., an FBI office, and a major commuter tunnel were also targeted for bombing. Five drums filled with homemade ANFO explosives were recovered.
691. Date: June 24, 1993
 Target: Former General Norman Schwarzkopf
 Location: Tampa, Florida
 Details: Reportedly, an Iraqi plot to assassinate Schwarzkopf had been thwarted and he was placed under government protection.
692. Date: August 15, 1993
 Target: King Hussein
 Location: Amman, Jordan
 Details: Police arrested eight students for plotting to kill Hussein while he spoke at the Mu'ta University graduation ceremony on June 26.
693. Date: February 18, 1994
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Orlando, Florida
 Details: A man was arrested after he threatened to kill Clinton on his jogging route. The man, an unemployed limousine driver with a 14-year history of manic depression, had traveled to Washington, D.C., and stood with a pistol in a camera case along Clinton's jogging route, but Clinton was out of town.
694. Date: March 12, 1994
 Target: Former Mayor Richard Oldham
 Location: Quartzsite, Arizona
 Details: Rex Byrd, Mayor of Quartzsite, was arrested after attempting to hire a hit man for $10,000 to kill the former mayor.
695. Date: May 4, 1994
 Target: County Prosecutor Randy Nichols
 Location: Knoxville, Tennessee
 Details: A man was arrested after sending two letter bombs to Nichols. Postal authorities intercepted both packages.
696. Date: July 19, 1994
 Target: ABC President Robert Iger
 Location: Jackson, Mississippi
 Details: A homemade package bomb was disarmed after a UPS man noticed it smoking. It was the second bomb sent to Iger in three months.
697. Date: November 12, 1994
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Philippines
 Details: Terrorist Osama bin Laden planned an assassination attempt to occur during Clinton's official visit. It never got beyond the planning stages due to tight security.
698. Date: 1995
 Target: President Saddam Hussein
 Location: Samarra, Iraq
 Details: Dissident members of Hussein's military planned to attack his convoy as it crossed the Samarra Bridge. It is estimated that when Hussein traveled by road, approximately 1,000 protection personnel were deployed. Several motorcade routes were cleared of traffic one hour ahead of departure, and diversionary motorcades carried Saddam look-a-likes. Telephone lines were cut along the route, and armed helicopters flew surveillance overhead. The actual motorcade carrying Hussein had as many as 20 identical Mercedes limousines, all with identical license numbers. The dissidents planned to disable the first and last car of Hussein's motorcade, then use heavy weapons to destroy each vehicle, killing everyone. The plot was never carried out after support for the plan was withdrawn.
699. Date: January 11, 1995
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: The day before the Pope's arrival, police arrested two men with bomb-making materials. They were in an apartment located on the Pope's motorcade route. An alternate route was used during the visit.
700. Date: January 11, 1995
 Target: President Ernesto Balladares
 Location: Panama City, Panama
 Details: Ten police officers and soldiers were arrested in a plot to assassinate Balladares.
701. Date: January 17, 1995 
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: Three pipe bombs were found prior to Clinton's tour of a building at the California State University. His tour was canceled after bomb technicians confirmed the find. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
702. Date: January 25, 1995
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: A man was arrested after trying to mail a light bulb filled with explosives to Clinton, and a pistol to prison inmate Charles Manson. Police found guns, ammunition, and explosives in his rented truck. He had also threatened to kill Vice President Al Gore. The man was sentenced to 24 years in federal prison.
703. Date: April 5, 1995
 Target: Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
 Location: El Salvador
 Details: Police reportedly foiled an attempt to kill Boutros-Ghali by setting off a car bomb along his motorcade route. They diverted his arrival to another airport and used a helicopter, rather than a motorcade.
704. Date: August 11, 1995
 Target: King Juan Carlos
 Location: Palma de Majorca, Spain
 Details: Police arrested three armed Basque separatists plotting to assassinate Carlos with a high-powered rifle. Members of the royal family were also reportedly targets.
705. Date: October 14, 1995
 Target: President Robert Mugabe
 Location: Harare, Zimbabwe
 Details: A veteran politician was arrested in a plot to ambush Mugabe's motorcade. The plot was foiled when one gunman was found with an assault rifle and a land mine beside the road that Mugabe's motorcade would use on his way home.
706. Date: October 31, 1995 
 Target: Federal Judge Blanche Manning
 Location: Chicago, Illinois
 Details: A mail bomb, concealed inside a book designed to explode when it opened, was found at a courthouse security scan and detonated by police. It had a return address of a prison inmate, who had a vendetta against the judge. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
707. Date: November 15, 1995
 Target: PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat
 Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
 Details: Five Abu Nidal terrorists were arrested for plotting to kill Arafat. Nidal made several attempts to assassinate Arafat.
708. Date: December 16, 1995
 Target: President Hosni Mubarak
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: Security forces foiled an Islamic plot to use two cars loaded with 550 pounds of explosives to blow up Mubarak's motorcade as he traveled to open a new legislative building.
709. Date: January 2, 1996
 Target: President Fidel Ramos
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Police arrested six terrorists for plotting to kill Ramos, the armed forces commander, and the national police chief. They seized grenades, dynamite, rockets, bomb-making components, and documents.
710. Date: January 29, 1996
 Target: Public Officials
 Location: Cairo, Egypt
 Details: Police arrested 45 men accused of plotting assassinations and trying to revive the group that killed President Anwar Sadat.
711. Date: February 13, 1996
 Target: President Ernesto Samper
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Police uncovered plans by leftist guerrillas to carry out attacks on the presidential palace, the U.S. Embassy, and other high profile targets.
712. Date: February 18, 1996
 Target: British Royal Family
 Location: London, England
 Details: A bomb exploded at the home of an IRA bomb-maker, killing him. Police found maps and security plans for Windsor Castle and Buckingham Palace. A hit list, showing the queen as the top target, was found along with coded attack warnings, and battle plans. There were enough explosives, fuses, timers, and detonators for ten bombs. Following the discovery, the ceremonial guards at the palace were replaced with heavily armed troops, tours were canceled, parking was restricted, trash cans were removed, and bodyguards were assigned to Princess Diana and Duchess of York Sara Ferguson.
713. Date: March 13, 1996
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Tel Aviv, Israel
 Details: A man was arrested in a plot to kill Clinton with a suicide bomb during his visit.
714. Date: April 21, 1996
 Target: PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat
 Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
 Details: Seven members of Hamas were arrested in a plot to assassinate Arafat during a visit to a cemetery on April 28. Two parcel bombs and two mines had been prepared for the attack.
715. Date: July 1, 1996
 Target: Federal Officials
 Location: Phoenix, Arizona
 Details: Federal agents arrested 12 Viper Militia members for plotting to blow up seven federal targets. An arsenal of weapons, grenades, gas masks, body armor, bomb-making materials (including 400 pounds of ammonium nitrate), and several thousand rounds of ammunition were seized. Police also found a 20-minute videotape showing bomb training. Members threatened to kill infiltrators, jurors, and family members of agents and jurors, if arrested.
716. Date: August 7, 1996
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Nantes, France
 Details: Explosives experts removed a crude bomb in a French church that the Pope was due to visit later in the month.
717. Date: August 8, 1996
 Target: President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
 Location: Freetown, Sierra Leone
 Details: Three soldiers were arrested in a plot to assassinate Kabbah while he was going to work.
718. Date: September 23, 1996
 Target: British Royal Family and government targets
 Location: London, England
 Details: Police arrested five men and killed another in a raid. They seized up to ten tons of explosives, two pounds of Semtex explosive, three AK-47s, two handguns, and other bomb-making equipment. The arrests broke up an IRA plot to conduct numerous attacks.
719. Date: October 1, 1996
 Target: Government Officials
 Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
 Details: Police foiled a plot to assassinate several officials. They seized a cache of grenades, automatic weapons, and a videotape of officials to be killed. The attacks were planned for September 30, the anniversary of the 1991 coup.
720. Date: January 6, 1997
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
 Details: A man was arrested after he mailed a Molotov cocktail to Clinton in a large envelope. The device contained a plastic bottle filled with kerosene or lighter fluid and a wick. It was discovered when postal inspectors X-rayed the padded envelope.
721. Date: January 10, 1997
 Target: President Arnoldo Aleman
 Location: Managua, Nicaragua
 Details: Police arrested two men with four sticks of dynamite and a 9mm Beretta pistol, who were plotting to assassinate Aleman. One suspect is a former deputy police commander.
722. Date: January 17, 1997
 Target: Bishop Carlos Belo
 Location: Dili, East Timor
 Details: The body of a dead soldier was found on the grounds of the cathedral. He was in civilian clothes, had a pistol, and was reportedly there to assassinate Belo, but was beaten to death by Belo's supporters.
723. Date: January 25, 1997
 Target: Attorney General Janet Reno
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: A man claiming to have 5,000 pounds of dynamite in his truck parked outside Paramount Studios for 4-1/2 hours, talking to police by cellular phone. He demanded to see Reno, but later surrendered to police.
724. Date: February 13, 1997
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Oakland, California
 Details: A gunman, trying to get a message to Clinton, took five hostages in a bank. He surrendered to police after 4-1/2 hours.
725. Date: February 13, 1997
 Target: Former Prime Minister Shimon Peres
 Location: Jacksonville, Florida
 Details: A man telephoned 911 and made a bomb threat hours before Peres was to make a speech at a synagogue. Police and Israeli security searched the building, but no bomb was found and Peres went on and spoke to about 1,500 people. Nine days later, three children playing at the synagogue found the bomb in a hallway behind the temple's sanctuary and tried to tear the tape off. An adult grabbed the device and rushed it outside. Police blew it up.
726. Date: April 12, 1997
 Target: Public figures
 Location: Oslo, Norway
 Details: Five neo-Nazis were arrested for plotting to assassinate leading Norwegian public figures and attack national institutions. Police seized a hit list, a large sum of cash, bullet-resistant vests and helmets, but no weapons.
727. Date: April 12, 1997 
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina
 Details: Hours before the Pope's jet arrived, police found 23 mines, plastic explosives, and detonators hidden under a bridge along his motorcade route. The plastic explosives were wrapped around anti-tank mines, weighed 330 pounds, and were radio-controlled. Five helicopters were ready to transfer his party from the airport to the city, but he insisted on being driven past the notorious "Sniper's Alley." There had been a series of explosions at churches in weeks prior to his visit. More than 11,000 police, backed by anti-sniper teams, bomb dogs, and helicopters provided security for his 25-hour visit, which was canceled in 1994 out of fears for his safety. More mines were found along a road on April 13. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
728. Date: May 9, 1997
 Target: Public targets
 Location: Los Angeles, California
 Details: Police arrested five militia members who were reportedly planning to carry out terrorist attacks in southern California. A reserve police officer in Irwindale, and four others were arrested following a two-year investigation. Police seized over 100 weapons (many .223 caliber), grenade launchers, body armor, night vision goggles, gas masks, laser sights, thousands of rounds of ammunition, and targets painted to resemble blacks, Asians, and Latinos.
729. Date: May 11, 1997
 Target: Pope John Paul II
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: A terrorist group planned to kill the Pope during his 32-hour visit to Lebanon. They bought 23 anti-aircraft missiles and hoped to use them against his plane or helicopters. The plot failed when the rockets didn't arrive. Over 500,000 people attended Mass with the Pope at an outdoor ceremony.
730. Date: June 13, 1997
 Target: U.S. Senator Jay Rockefeller and Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan
 Location: Morgantown, West Virginia
 Details: The Mountaineer Militia considered killing Rockefeller and Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan in a "holy war" against the federal government. Seven members were indicted for plotting to destroy the $200 million FBI center in Clarksburg, West Virginia. Member Larry Martz is quoted as saying, "You must chop off their head" to successfully attack the federal government.
731. Date: July 13, 1997 
 Target: Military prosecutor
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: A Russian military patrol discovered an explosive device near the military prosecutor's office and moved it before it detonated. No one was injured. He had been involved in numerous high-profile cases involving corruption. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
732. Date: July 4, 1997
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Ft. Hood, Texas
 Details: Seven people were arrested in a plot to attack U.S. military bases. Police seized automatic weapons, silencers, ammunition, bullet-resistant vests, night scopes, and explosives. Two undercover Missouri state troopers and an FBI informant had infiltrated the group. At a meeting in April 1997, the group discussed taking Clinton as a "political hostage."
733. Date: August 5, 1997 
 Target: Military officials at the Pentagon
 Location: Arlington, Virginia
 Details: A man walked into the Pentagon lobby, demanded to see the "admiral in charge," and pointed a 9mm Beretta at security guard Christopher Freeman, who disarmed the man and forced him to the ground. The man had 130 rounds of 9mm ammunition in his knapsack. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
734. Date: August 9, 1997
 Target: Chelsea Clinton (President Clinton's daughter)
 Location: Elizabeth, New Jersey
 Details: A man was arrested after agents found he had stored a .380 pistol and 156 rounds of ammunition in a safety deposit box at a bank one block from the White House. The man had been trying to contact Chelsea for some time by writing her disturbing letters. Agents had also arrested him in 1996 in northern Virginia.
735. Date: August 21, 1997 
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Hillsborough, North Carolina
 Details: A man was arrested after he shot and wounded two people. He told police that he had taken his .308 caliber rifle to a hillside overlooking the Raleigh-Durham Airport the previous September, during Clinton's visit there. He planned to shoot Clinton as he got off Air Force One, but security was too tight and the man couldn't reach his desired position. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
736. Date: September 4, 1997
 Target: Diplomats
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Police deactivated a car bomb packed with 440 pounds of explosives near an army base where ministers from 60 Non-Aligned Movement members were meeting.
737. Date: October 25, 1997
 Target: President Jules Wijdenbosch
 Location: Paramaribo, Suriname
 Details: Police raided a mechanic shop, arresting 11 people who were plotting to overthrow Wijdenbosch and topple his government. Some of the suspected coup leaders were soldiers.
738. Date: October 27, 1997
 Target: President Fidel Castro
 Location: Miami, Florida
 Details: Four Cuban exiles were arrested in their boat while traveling to Venezuela in a plot to kill Castro, who was scheduled to attend an Ibero-American summit on November 6-8. Police seized two .50-caliber assault weapons, 70 rounds of ammunition, night vision goggles, radios, and satellite navigation equipment. A federal grand jury acquitted the men in December 1999.
739. Date: October 28, 1997
 Target: President Frederick Chiluba
 Location: Lusaka, Zambia
 Details: Forces loyal to Chiluba quashed a coup attempt by disgruntled military officers, arresting nine men including the captain who said an angel told him to overthrow the government. Gunfire erupted around Chiluba's residence in the State House and a broadcast center was seized, but the soldiers were quickly captured. In the months that followed, as many as 84 people were detained, many from opposition parties.
740. Date: January 1, 1998
 Target: President Ibrahim Bare Mainassara
 Location: Niamey, Niger
 Details: Police thwarted a plot to assassinate Mainassara, arresting five commandos who were planning the attack. They also arrested two well-known opposition leaders, including a former prime minister, for leading the plot.
741. Date: January 6, 1998
 Target: Governor George W. Bush
 Location: Sulphur Springs, Texas
 Details: A man walked into a driver's license office and demanded to see Bush. He carried a fake bomb, consisting of a cigar box with a toggle switch. A Texas Ranger and two troopers attempted to talk to him and evacuate the building. When the man pulled a pistol from his waistband, the Ranger shot and killed him.
742. Date: January 12, 1998
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Sarasota, Florida
 Details: A man began trial on charges that he had threatened to kill Clinton on several occasions. When arrested, agents found eight knives, two rifles, five handguns (including a laser-sighted pistol), and 250 rounds of ammunition. The man used several different social security numbers, including Elvis Presley's. He was convicted on January 23.
743. Date: February 23, 1998
 Target: SPLC Leader Morris Dees
 Location: Southern Illinois
 Details: Police arrested members of a white supremacy group, known as "The New Order," plotting to kill Dees and a federal judge. They also planned to bomb the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) by firing a LAW rocket through the front door. Police seized guns, a pipe bomb, and hand grenades. The group also planned to commit bank robberies to finance the plot, and use cyanide to contaminate a large water supply.
744. Date: June 13, 1998 
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Eugene, Oregon
 Details: Prior to Clinton visiting Eugene, advance teams located two bombs in a culvert near the airport where Clinton would arrive, and detonated both bombs. An anonymous phone tip warned police of the devices. The caller was arrested after police played a tape of the threat over the radio station, and relatives of the man recognized his voice. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
745. Date: June 20, 1998
 Target: Joint Chiefs Chairman Henry Shelton
 Location: St. Petersburg, Russia
 Details: Shelton was dining at a restaurant with his wife and several military attaches. An alert bodyguard noticed a suspicious group of men who appeared to have the restaurant staked out. He warned Shelton, and Shelton's group slipped out another entrance, avoiding the men.
746. Date: June 26, 1998
 Target: Attorney General Janet Reno
 Location: Newark, New Jersey
 Details: A manager of an electronics store was arrested in a plot to assassinate Reno for prosecuting the World Trade Center bombers. The man was from the Middle East and was believed to belong to a terrorist group.
747. Date: June 27, 1998
 Target: U.S. Ambassador
 Location: Bangkok, Thailand
 Details: Thai police and FBI agents arrested four Pakistani nationals who plotted to assassinate the ambassador at the U.S. Embassy. The group had a $27,000 contract from an Iran-based terrorist group.
748. Date: July 5, 1998
 Target: President Ernesto Samper
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: A leftist rebel group planned to assassinate Samper while he visited war-torn Segovia. The attack was canceled because crowds surrounded Samper during his visit.
749. Date: July 14, 1998
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Brownsville, Texas
 Details: Three men linked with the Republic of Texas group were arrested in a plot to shoot Clinton, Attorney General Janet Reno, FBI Director Louis Freeh, and other state and local officials. The men reportedly planned to modify cigarette lighters to shoot cactus thorns laced with the AIDS virus, anthrax, botulism, or rabies. They had sent a "Declaration of War" to Clinton and others by e-mail.
750. Date: July 16, 1998 
 Target: Defense Minister Dag Jostein Fjaervoll
 Location: Oslo, Norway
 Details: Police removed a 500-gram bomb from under FjaervoH's car. The detonator was missing and may have fallen off. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
751. Date: August 10, 1998
 Target: President Fidel Castro
 Location: Miami, Florida
 Details: Police arrested Cuban exiles that were plotting to kill Castro during his trip to the Dominican Republic.
752. Date: February 1999
 Target: President Bill Clinton
 Location: Pakistan
 Details: Osama bin Laden reportedly planned to kill Clinton during his visit to Pakistan. The plot failed when Clinton canceled the trip. It was bin Laden's second attempt to assassinate Clinton.
753. Date: May 3, 1999
 Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
 Location: Skopje, Macedonia
 Details: The Yugoslav army's chief of staff, General Nebojsa Pavkovic, revealed that he was ordered by Slobodan Milosevic to assassinate Blair during his visit to refugees in 1999. The plot called for Pavkovic's team to shoot down Blair's Puma helicopter as it arrived at the airport, using an Orkan Hurricane multiple rocket launcher system capable of firing 288 bomblets. Pavkovic said he had a similar opportunity to assassinate Hillary Clinton when she visited refugees a few days after Blair. Pavkovic stated they decided not to carry out the attacks for fear of retribution.
754. Date: May 24, 1999
 Target: President Eduard Shevardnadze
 Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
 Details: Police arrested ten people in a plot to assassinate Shevardnadze. The plotters planned to seize the presidential residence, Parliament, and a television station. A large cache of weapons, machine guns, sniper rifles, grenades and grenade launchers was confiscated.
755. Date: June 16, 1999 
 Target: Unnamed Judge
 Location: Fargo, North Dakota
 Details: Jeffrey D. Maasjo was arrested in a courthouse parking lot. He had in his car an assault rifle, 230 rounds of ammunition, a number of smoke grenades, and material for making pipe bombs. Maasjo had been arrested earlier in the month for pulling a knife on a sheriff's deputy who was arresting him for being AWOL from the Marines. Maasjo was upset his knife was not returned to him. He told police he planned to confront the judge who had presided over the case. He also initially told police he had planted pipe bombs around the courthouse, but later recanted. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
756. Date: November 5, 1999
 Target: Judges of Jefferson County, Colorado
 Location: Tampa, Florida
 Details: FBI agents found materials to make a deadly agent, while searching the home of a man arrested for threatening judges. The man had inert ingredients to make ricin, a highly toxic, powdery substance derived from castor beans or rosary peas. He also had test tubes and beakers. The man had reportedly sent a rambling, ten-page note to a Colorado Court of Appeals judge in which he threatened to wage biological warfare on Colorado's Jefferson County justice center. One county judge was mentioned by name, and the man referred to the possible use of ricin. He said he would "be able to do with a briefcase what it took Timothy McVeigh a truckload of explosives to do in Oklahoma City," a reference to the 1995 bombing that killed 168 people. An FBI-led anti-terrorism task force arrested the man.
757. Date: November 25, 1999
 Target: President Mohammad Khatami
 Location: Tehran, Iran
 Details: Intelligence officials arrested 34 members of a religious extremist group, thwarting plans to assassinate Khatami and other top officials. The group stole weapons and ammunition from militia bases and created overseas networks to provide logistical and financial support for its campaign. Assassination targets included Khatami, former President Rafsanjani, former Tehran judiciary head Ali Razini, and former judiciary head Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi. Razini was badly wounded in a failed assassination attempt in January, and a bystander was killed, with four others wounded.
758. Date: August 1, 2000 
 Target: Judge Ricardo Farias and Judge Alberto Banos
 Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina
 Details: A police bomb unit found two package bombs near a courtroom where a prison corruption case was being tried. One package was found outside the courtroom of Judge Farias, who was hearing the case with Banos. During the investigation, a member of a crime ring confessed to Banos he had been released from prison in order to assassinate him. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
759. Date: September 7, 2000
 Target: Judge Baltasar Garzon
 Location: Barcelona, Spain
 Details: Armed Basque ETA terrorists planned to kill Garzon, but police received a tip and prevented the attack.
760. Date: September 20, 2000 
 Target: Interior Minister Vladimir Rushailo
 Location: Grozny, Chechnya
 Details: Russian security forces foiled several attempts to kill Rushailo during his visit to Chechnya. Explosive devices were found in buildings where he was set to travel, and defused by police. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
761. Date: October 5, 2000
 Target: Tourism Minister S.B. Semasinghe
 Location: Medawachchiya, Sri Lanka
 Details: Semasinghe had just left an election rally when police approached a suspicious looking rally attendee. The man was a suicide bomber and detonated the device when police attempted to frisk him. The blast killed 10 and injured more than 50.
762. Date: October 7, 2000
 Target: Spanish Army Officer
 Location: Cadiz, Spain
 Details: While driving on the highway, the army officer heard a strange noise coming from under his seat, and found a bomb stuffed underneath it. Explosives experts carried out a controlled detonation of the device. The Basque separatist group ETA was blamed.
763. Date: October 19, 2000
 Target: Singing group 'N Sync
 Location: Gallatin, Tennessee
 Details: The mother of a teenage boy became suspicious of her son's behavior and searched his room. She found a folder entitled "Operation Death Strike," which contained a plan to carry out an attack on the 'N Sync band members. The plan included robbing a Nashville gun store to obtain weapons, then driving to Atlanta where the band was scheduled to appear. Police picked up the boy and held him for psychiatric evaluation.
764. Date: November 24, 2000 
 Target: Former Town Councilor Miguel Angel Ruiz de Langarica
 Location: Pamplona, Spain
 Details: Police thwarted an assassination attempt by the Basque separatist group ETA, arresting a gunman who was reportedly about to carry out the attack. A second suspect managed to escape. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
765. Date: January 4, 2001 
 Target: Chief Administrator Akhmed Kadyrov
 Location: Bachi-Yurt, Chechnya
 Details: Kadyrov's bodyguards, in a lead vehicle for his motorcade, noticed a suspicious mound on the side of the road. They stopped the vehicles, approached the mound, found two armed men hiding under the dirt, and killed them in a firefight. Farther along the road, the bodyguards found an anti-tank mine that the attackers apparently intended to trigger with electrical cables. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
766. Date: March 2001
 Target: Governor Gary Locke
 Location: Olympia, Washington
 Details: An investigation on James D. Brailey Jr. began in March 2001 when an informant told FBI officials that Brailey planned to kill Locke, a Chinese-American. Brailey was a member of the Jural Society, a loosely organized group whose members oppose state and federal government. The society holds its own secret elections for state office, and in 1998 elected Brailey as "governor of Washington." Brailey was arrested for federal weapons violations on January 16, 2003.
767. Date: June 20, 2001
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Genoa, Italy
 Details: Al-Qaeda terrorists reportedly plotted to assassinate Bush during his attendance at the G-8 Summit. The plot involved crashing small remote-controlled airplanes loaded with explosives into the compound. Security at the summit was very tight, airspace over the event was closed, and agents with anti-aircraft missiles were stationed around the site.
768. Date: October 2001
 Target: Former President Bill Clinton
 Location: Harlem, New York
 Details: Fifteen vials containing an unknown substance arrived in a package at Clinton's office in Harlem. The package was addressed to Clinton at the White House, where it went through the standard X-ray process before it was forwarded to Clinton's office. The package was postmarked in Japan, and included a note written in Japanese on rice paper. Tests revealed that two of the vials contained salmonella, although it was not cultured and the result of fermentation. Clinton did not open the package and no one was exposed.
769. Date: December 6, 2001 
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Washington, D.C.
 Details: Secret Service officers noticed a man acting in a suspicious manner outside the Southwest Gate of the White House, patted him down, and found a large knife. The man then led officers to his Dodge pickup truck with Idaho license plates parked across from the U.S. Treasury Building. Inside the truck, officers found an assault rifle on the front seat, another rifle with a scope, a bullet-resistant vest, a Kevlar helmet, and a handgun. The man was taken into custody and charged. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
770. Date: February 28, 2002
 Target: Public officials
 Location: Kalispell, Montana
 Details: A militia group called Project Seven planned to kill enough judges, prosecutors, and law enforcement officers to force the state to activate the National Guard, and then kill enough National Guard troops to catch the federal government's attention. The group had collected intelligence files on the targeted officials and their families. The files were found, along with weapons, ammunition, survival equipment, booby traps, body armor, explosives, and bomb-making equipment, when police arrested the ringleader after an armed standoff that lasted seven hours. The group's leader had tried to fake his death and go into hiding after a judge ordered him to stand trial for assaulting an officer and obstructing a police officer in November 2001. An informant led police to his safe house.
771. Date: April 27, 2002
 Target: President Pervez Musharraf
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Five Islamic militants were arrested for plotting to kill Musharraf with assault rifles and hand grenades, at a ceremony to lay the foundation stone for the Lyari Expressway outside a naval base. The plan went awry when Musharraf showed up three hours late for the event. In another case, three militants planned to kill Musharraf with a car bomb on April 26. When that plan was aborted, the same explosives-packed vehicle was detonated outside the U.S. Consulate on June 14, killing 12 Pakistanis.
772. Date: May 14, 2002
 Target: Governor Jane Hull and Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio
 Location: Phoenix, Arizona
 Details: A career criminal, a prison chaplain, and a sex offender were arrested and accused of hatching a bizarre jailhouse plot to kill Hull and Arpaio. The plan involved kidnapping Hull and locking her in a trunk until she agreed to sign a pardon that would release one of the plotters from jail. Then they planned to kill and bury her. The scheme also involved paying a sniper $100,000 to shoot Arpaio in retaliation for harsh jail conditions. The plot was foiled when another jail inmate tipped off police. The men were arrested after an undercover sheriff's deputy, posing as a hit man, met the men and recorded their incriminating conversations.
773. Date: July 29, 2002
 Target: President Hamid Karzai
 Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
 Details: Three would-be al-Qaeda assassins were intercepted when their station wagon, loaded with explosives, was involved in a traffic crash about 400 yards from the U.S. Embassy. The vehicle attempted to flee the scene and was pursued by security personnel until it was stopped at a checkpoint approximately 1/2 mile away. Two men were arrested and a third suspect escaped on foot. An inspection of the car revealed 1,100-1,300 pounds of TNT and C-4 explosive concealed inside the doors, and two detonating buttons mounted on the dashboard near the gear shift. The explosive was embedded with large nuts for fragmentation. Their plan was to crash the vehicle into either the office of Karzai, or the U.S. Embassy, or the International Security Assistance Force HQ.
774. Date: September 18, 2002
 Target: President Pervez Musharraf
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Two Islamic militants were arrested in a hideout near the convention center where Musharraf visited the day before. Police seized assault rifles, antitank weapons, hand grenades, and rockets. They planned to attack Musharraf at the convention center event, but were kept away by tight security.
775. Date: October 2002
 Target: Mining Magnate Joseph Gutnick
 Location: St. Kilda, Australia
 Details: Following police raids on suspected members of the Jemaah Islamiah terrorist group, police found maps and details indicating a plan to bomb Gutnick's home and other targets, including his local synagogue, before the 9/11 attacks. The plot had been approved by senior al-Qaeda figures, including former military commander Abu Hafs, now believed dead, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who is now in U.S. custody, and Saif al-Adel, believed to be in Iranian custody. It is not clear why the plot was not carried out.
776. Date: November 2, 2002
 Target: Singer Posh Spice (Victoria Beckham)
 Location: London, England
 Details: Five men were arrested for plotting to kidnap Beckham for a $7.7 million ransom. They reportedly planned to ambush Beckham in front of her home and use a chemical spray to sedate her and her two sons. Members of the group were charged with various crimes, including conspiracy to rob Sotheby's auction house.
777. Date: December 15, 2002
 Target: U.S. Diplomat
 Location: Karachi, Pakistan
 Details: Police arrested three Islamic militants and seized 250 sacks of ammonium nitrate, weighing 88 pounds each, in a plot to ram an explosives laden car into the car of a U.S. diplomat. The men were arrested during an investigation of a May 2002 suicide bombing outside a Karachi hotel that killed 14, including 11 French engineers.
778. Date: January 29, 2003
 Target: Admiral Sir Michael Boyce
 Location: Naples, Italy
 Details: Police raided an apartment where they arrested 28 Pakistanis in an anti-terror investigation. Police found a picture of Boyce, 800 grams explosives, 230 feet of fuse, electronic detonators, false documents, and maps. The men were believed to be an al-Qaeda cell. The photo of Boyce was in a Pakistani newspaper and was circled in ink.
779. Date: February 11, 2003 
 Target: President Alvaro Uribe
 Location: Neiva, Colombia
 Details: A bomb that leftist rebels planned to use to kill Uribe during an announced visit exploded, killing 16 and wounding 30. FARC rebels set the bomb off as police discovered it during an advance sweep of the area. The explosives were found in a house near the airport, and police said the rebels planned to blow Uribe's plane out of the sky as it passed low overhead on final approach. The blast destroyed five houses and damaged 30 more. Uribe has survived several rebel assassination attempts. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
780. Date: April 10, 2003
 Target: President Lucio Gutierrez
 Location: Quito, Ecuador
 Details: Two Ecuadoreans met with nine Colombians and agreed to a $1.5 million contract to kill Gutierrez. Police and Interpol agents learned of the plot and thwarted it.
781. Date: June 21, 2003
 Target: Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
 Location: Hebron, West Bank
 Details: Israeli soldiers arrested the leader of a Hamas cell who was planning the kidnappings and assassinations of Sharon and senior officials. Police learned of the cell after arresting two drivers for suicide bombers earlier in the month.
782. Date: July 11, 2003
 Target: President Megawati Sukarnoputri
 Location: Jakarta, Indonesia
 Details: Police announced that they had arrested nine terror suspects between July 4 and July 11 for plotting attacks in shopping malls and churches, and plotting assassinations of top public figures. Police seized weapons from a house rented by one suspect which was about 200 yards from Sukarnoputri's private residence, raising suspicions that she was one of the targets. They raided a bomb-making factory and seized four boxes of TNT, 25 sacks of potassium chlorate, and 1,200 detonators. They also found three books containing schedules of church services, and another book with the names of Parliament members.
783. Date: August 2, 2003
 Target: Governor Haji Jan Mohammed
 Location: Tareen Kot, Afghanistan
 Details: Police arrested three Taliban terrorists as they planted four explosive devices on a road near Mohammed's residence.
784. Date: August 19, 2003
 Target: CEO Charles Schwab
 Location: Carmel, California
 Details: Packages containing bombs were found at Schwab's home and at the office of his brokerage firm at a shopping mall. A police bomb squad used a robot to detonate both devices. Schwab's firm had just announced plans to fire many workers and close 20 branch offices.
785. Date: April 25, 2004 
 Target: President Hamid Karzai
 Location: Kandahar, Afghanistan
 Details: A man with a grenade was found hiding behind a house just minutes before Karzai's motorcade was about to pass. U.S. helicopters were providing aerial surveillance during the motorcade. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
786. Date: April 29, 2004
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Istanbul, Turkey
 Details: Nine Islamic extremists were arrested for plotting to bomb the NATO summit, scheduled for June 28-29. Bush was scheduled to attend along with many other world leaders. Police seized guns, explosives, bomb-making manuals, forged documents, and 4,000 compact discs featuring training instructions from Osama bin Laden.
787. Date: June 29, 2004
 Target: President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: Police arrested four suspected members of Jemaah Islamiyah for plotting to carry out attacks to disrupt Arroyo's inauguration. Ammonium nitrate, electrical wires, and other bomb-making materials were found, as well as a manual for making bombs.
788. Date: August 5, 2004
 Target: Pakistan's Ambassador to U.S.
 Location: Albany, New York
 Details: Two men were charged with conspiring to launder $50,000.00 from the sale of a shoulder-fired missile in an FBI sting centered on plans to assassinate Pakistan's UN ambassador in New York.
789. Date: August 17, 2004
 Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
 Location: Trimdon, England
 Details: Police arrested two Lithuanian asylum seekers with hi-tech surveillance gear less than a mile from Blair's country home. They had a car with false license plates, a highly detailed map of the area, and had filmed the roads and traffic patterns. They were deported.
790. Date: November 22, 2004
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Cartagena, Colombia
 Details: It was announced that FARC rebel leaders asked followers to mount an attack on Bush during his four-hour visit. About 15,000 Colombian military and police, along with U.S. military and Secret Service agents, provided protection and no attack was attempted. Bush rode in an armored SUV rather than his usual armored limousine.
791. Date: December 1, 2004
 Target: Judge Bruce Petrie
 Location: Danville, Kentucky
 Details: Police received a tip that a man was planning to kill his ex-wife, her attorney, and Judge Petrie at a court hearing. Upon searching the man's vehicle they found an accordion file containing papers, which had been hollowed out to conceal a .45 pistol and two clips of ammunition. He was arrested on three counts of attempted murder.
792. Date: December 3, 2004
 Target: Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
 Location: Berlin, Germany
 Details: German authorities arrested three Iraqis with alleged al-Qaeda links on suspicion they were planning an attack on Allawi hours before he met with German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder. It was unclear what kind of an attack the group might have planned -- and initial searches had not found any bomb-making materials or weapons.
793. Date: December 19, 2004
 Target: President Alvaro Uribe
 Location: Cartagena, Colombia
 Details: Police found a cache of explosives that rebels planned to use to assassinate Uribe. It was the second time in four days police announced they had foiled a plot to kill the president. Uribe had already survived several previous assassination attempts, including a rocket attack as he was being inaugurated in 2002, and a bomb attack as he was campaigning months earlier. Authorities said the latest attempt involved blowing up Uribe's plane. Police said they discovered 150 kilograms of explosives, documents describing Uribe's previous visits to Cartagena, and communications gear. They also discovered two homemade mortars fashioned out of gas cylinders. Two suspected FARC members were arrested in the raids. It was not immediately clear precisely how the FARC planned to attack Uribe's plane, but because the homemade mortars are notoriously inaccurate, they would have had a better chance of hitting the plane while it was on the ground rather than in flight. Four days before, police said they discovered a car bomb that the FARC intended to use against Uribe in Bogota.
794. Date: March 13, 2005
 Target: Comedian David Letterman
 Location: Helena, Montana
 Details: Authorities arrested a man on allegations he was plotting to kidnap Letterman's young son and nanny from Letterman's Montana home. The man was taken into custody on a felony charge of solicitation. He had been working as a painter at Letterman's ranch.
795. Date: June 19, 2005 
 Target: U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad
 Location: Qarghayi, Afghanistan
 Details: Afghan intelligence agents scuttled a plot to assassinate Khalilzad, swooping down on a station wagon carrying three Pakistanis. The men, armed with rocket-propelled grenades and Kalashnikov assault rifles, were arrested just 150 feet from where Khalilzad had planned to inaugurate a road with Afghanistan's interior minister. The agents were lying in wait after intelligence forces were tipped off about the plot in advance. Khalilzad canceled his appearance at the road opening at the last minute and was never in danger. The interior minister, Ali Ahmad Jalali, also canceled his appearance. Agents surrounded the men's station wagon when it slowed to go over a speed bump. They found the weapons -- three Kalashnikov assault rifles and an RPG launcher with two shells -- hidden among some clothes. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
796. Date: September 8, 2005
 Target: President George W. Bush
 Location: Falls Church, Virginia
 Details: A man was indicted for plotting to kill Bush, either by shooting him or by use of a suicide bomb. He reportedly discussed with others his plans to kill Bush, assassinate members of Congress, and hijack airliners to fly into U.S. targets. He was reportedly motivated by his hatred of American support for Israel. He reportedly joined al-Qaeda while in Saudi Arabia and was arrested there in June 2003.
797. Date: October 11, 2005 
 Target: President Alvaro Uribe
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Police were tipped off by neighbors and found eight grenades and launchers pointed at the presidential palace. Rebels fired similar grenades at Alvaro during his inauguration in 2002, killing 21 people. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
798. Date: January 18, 2006
 Target: Leo Blair (son of Prime Minister Tony Blair)
 Location: London, England
 Details: Extremist Fathers 4 Justice (F4J) members reportedly discussed snatching Blair's five-year-old son for a publicity stunt. Police intervened at an early stage and it was unclear whether the people involved had the capability to carry it through or how far the scheme had progressed.
799. Date: April 9, 2006
 Target: Mayor Thomas Williams and Police Chief Denise Mercsack and Municipal Court Judge Michael Cicconetti
 Location: Ashland, Ohio
 Details: Federal agents reportedly broke up a plan to use pipe bombs on the homes of Mayor Williams, Police Chief Denise Mercsack, and Municipal Court Judge Michael Cicconetti. ATF agents reportedly arrested two men outside a gun shop on federal explosives charges. Cicconetti, well known for his unique sentences, was scheduled to sentence one of the man on April 20 on local tax evasion charges. Police searches recovered numerous firearms, smokeless powder, pipe and end caps.
800. Date: June 3, 2006
 Target: Prime Minister Stephen Harper
 Location: Brampton, Ontario
 Details: Police arrested 17 Muslim men after the group acquired three tons of ammonium nitrate, which can be mixed with fuel oil to make a powerful explosive. (One-third that amount was used in the deadly bombing of the Oklahoma City federal building in 1995.) Court documents accused them of plotting terror bombings in Canada. They were also accused of planning to storm Parliament, take hostages, and behead the prime minister and other leaders if Muslim prisoners were not freed and Canada did not pull its 2,300 troops out of Afghanistan. Another suspect reportedly plotted to take over media outlets, including Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. Nine were charged with receiving training from a terrorist group, while four were charged with providing training. Six were charged with intending to cause an explosion that could cause serious bodily harm or death.
801. Date: June 5, 2006
 Target: Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan
 Location: Ankara, Turkey
 Details: Four men, including three soldiers, were arrested for conspiring to assassinate Erdogan and other senior officials, and illegal possession of explosives. Police raided a house and seized guns, explosives, a time bomb, sticks of dynamite, hand grenades and sketches of the route used by Erdogan to travel to his home.
802. Date: October 26, 2006
 Target: Heiress Fiona Swarovski
 Location: Innsbruck, Austria
 Details: A Romanian prisoner, serving time in a jail in Innsbruck, tipped police to a plot allegedly hatched by a criminal gang from Eastern Europe to kidnap Swarovski and demand an undisclosed amount of cash. Police quickly increased security around Swarovski and her husband, Finance Minister Karl-Heinz Grasser. The plot was reportedly to enter one of Swarovski's homes and abduct her. Reportedly, the plot was well underway and the kidnappers had taken photographs of the couple's homes in Vienna and Tyrol, including shots of the alarm systems. Paparazzi photographers have relentlessly pursued the couple. In June, a court awarded the couple $50,000 after upholding their invasion of privacy complaint against Germany's Bild newspaper for publishing photos of the pair sunbathing on the island of Capri.





Section 1F: Kidnapping Cases
Kidnapping is a rare crime in the U.S. today. The FBI reports that their agents open only five to six hundred criminal kidnapping investigations each year, and many turn out to not be kidnappings in the conventional sense. However, kidnapping is a rampant problem in other nations. U.S. government reports indicate more than 15,000 kidnappings internationally in 2006. In one year in Columbia alone, there were 2945 kidnappings (1999). That's eight kidnappings every day of the year!
Leftist rebels and guerrillas are the most frequent culprits, usually snagging their victims at roadblocks. A five-year study found 66 percent of hostages were released, 20 percent were rescued, 9 percent were killed or died in captivity, and 5 percent escaped (Ransom: The Untold Story of International Kidnapping, Ann Hagedorn Auerbach, 1999).
Lesson Nine in the al-Qaeda Handbook states, "All security measures and arrangements in assassination and kidnapping are the same." A kidnapping is similar to an assassination, in that the target is selected, the targeted person is assessed for vulnerabilities and surveilled, a plan is formulated, an attack site is selected, the area is watched for the target to appear, and then the kidnapper strikes the target, and protectors, if any. Because of the similarity to assassination, we have included a number of incidents in which the goal was to kidnap -- not kill -- the protectee. Unfortunately, in many of the cases noted here, the protectee ended up dead anyway.
803. Date: February 9, 1960
 Target: Adolph Coors III, Coors Brewing Chairman
 Location: Colorado
 Details: Coors was kidnapped and later murdered near his home. A $500,000 ransom demand was sent to his family, but the kidnapper never followed up on it. Prison escapee Joseph Corbett Jr. was apprehended in Canada, returned to the U.S., and convicted of the crime.
804. Date: September 4, 1969
 Target: U.S. Ambassador Charles Elbrick
 Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
 Details: At 2:20 p.m., members of the MR-8 terrorist group kidnapped Elbrick just after leaving his embassy residence. A Volkswagen pulled in front of his Cadillac, forcing it stop. Four gunmen forced their way into Elbrick's car and drove away. Elbrick was hit in the head when he resisted. He was released after 15 prisoners were flown to Mexico.
805. Date: March 31, 1970
 Target: West German Ambassador Carl von Spreti
 Location: Guatemala City, Guatemala
 Details: Spreti was kidnapped from his home by FAR, a left-wing terrorist group. They murdered him on April 4 after their demands for $700,000 and the release of 22 political prisoners was denied.
806. Date: June 11, 1970
 Target: West German Ambassador E. Halleben
 Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
 Details: Halleben was kidnapped from his car by terrorists. His bodyguard was killed and two others were wounded. He was released on June 16.
807. Date: July 31, 1970
 Target: U.S. AID Official Dan Mitrone
 Location: Montevideo, Uruguay
 Details: Tupamaros gunmen kidnapped Mitrone from his car. His body was found in a stolen car on August 10, shot twice in the head.
808. Date: October 5, 1970
 Target: Trade Commissioner James Cross
 Location: Montreal, Canada
 Details: Three FLQ gunmen kidnapped Cross from his home. He was released on December 3 after their demands were met, but not until after Labor Minister Pierre LaPorte was kidnapped and murdered.
809. Date: October 10, 1970
 Target: Labor Minister Pierre LaPorte
 Location: Quebec, Canada
 Details: Four FLQ gunmen kidnapped LaPorte from his home, after their demands for the ransom of Trade Commissioner James Cross were not met. LaPorte's body was found in a car trunk on October 18.
810. Date: December 7, 1970
 Target: Swiss Ambassador Giovanni Bucher
 Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
 Details: Bucher was being driven to the embassy when several terrorists blocked the road, killed his bodyguard, and kidnapped him. He was released unharmed on January 16, 1971.
811. Date: January 8, 1971
 Target: British Ambassador Geoffrey Jackson
 Location: Montevideo, Uruguay
 Details: Jackson was being driven to the embassy when several Tupamaros terrorists blocked the road, got the drop on his three bodyguards, and kidnapped him. He was released on September 8.
812. Date: May 17, 1971
 Target: Israeli Consul Ephraim Elrom
 Location: Istanbul, Turkey
 Details: Four TPLA terrorists raided Elrom's home and kidnapped him. His body was found on May 23, shot three times in the head.
813. Date: March 21, 1972
 Target: Fiat President Oberdan Sallustro
 Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina
 Details: Sallustro was kidnapped by ERP terrorists and held for ransom. On April 10, during an attempted police rescue, he was shot and killed.
814. Date: March 1, 1973
 Target: U.S. Ambassador Cleo Noel
 Location: Khartoum, Sudan
 Details: Eight Black September terrorists took over the embassy during a party. When President Nixon refused to meet their demands, the terrorists shot and killed Noel, Diplomat George Moore, and Belgian Guy Eid. The terrorists were arrested.
815. Date: May 4, 1973
 Target: U.S. Consul General Terrence Leonhardy
 Location: Guadalajara, Mexico
 Details: Leonhardy was kidnapped and later released by members of the People's Revolutionary Armed Forces.
816. Date: March 20, 1974
 Target: Princess Anne
 Location: London, England
 Details: As Princess Anne and Mark Phillips were returning to Buckingham Palace from a London charity event, their Rolls Royce was forced to stop by a Ford Escort. The driver of the Escort, Ian Ball, jumped from his car, firing a .38 pistol. Inspector James Beaton, the Princess' bodyguard, responded by jumping out to shield the Princess and to disarm Ball. However, Beaton's gun jammed and he was shot in the head and chest. The chauffeur, Alex Callender was also shot as he tried to disarm Ball. Journalist Brian McConnell, who was passing by, also tried to intervene and was shot once in the chest. As Ball told the princess of his kidnapping plan and asked her to get out of the car, she replied, "Not bloody likely!" and briefly considered hitting Ball. Eventually, the Princess dived out of the car on the other side. A second passer-by, Ron Russell, punched Ball in the back of the head and led Anne away from the scene. Constable Michael Hills discovered the scene, but was shot by Ball. However he managed to call for backup. A nearby police officer, Peter Edmonds gave chase and finally arrested Ball. Ball later pleaded guilty to attempted murder and attempted kidnap and was detained under the Mental Health Act. He was sent to Broadmoor Hospital, where he remains at print time. Ball planned to ransom the Princess for a sum given in various sources as PS2 million or PS3 million. The incident prompted higher security levels for the Royal Family. To this day, it remains the closest any individual has come to kidnapping a member of the Royal Family. Beaton was awarded the George Cross. Alex Callender, Brian McConnell, Ron Russell, PC Michael Hills, and DC Peter Edmonds were awarded the Queen's Gallantry Medal.
817. Date: February 26, 1975
 Target: U.S. Consul John Egan
 Location: Cordoba, Argentina
 Details: Egan was kidnapped from his home by terrorists. On February 28, his body was found along a road, shot in the head, and wrapped in a flag.
818. Date: February 2, 1977
 Target: Marci Klein (clothing designer Calvin Klein's daughter)
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Eleven year old Marci was riding the bus to school. A former babysitter Paule Ransay, approached Marci and said that her father had been taken to the hospital. Marci got off the bus and went with her. Ransay's half-brother and an accomplice kidnapped Marci and made it appear they were also kidnapping Ransay. Klein received a series of phone calls demanding a $100,000 ransom. He contacted the FBI. Klein delivered the money to the Pan Am Building, as instructed. Marci was released about an hour later, ending her ten-hour ordeal. The three kidnappers were arrested, confessed to the crime, were convicted and sent to prison.
819. Date: September 5, 1977
 Target: Businessman Hans Martin Schleyer
 Location: Cologne, West Germany
 Details: Schleyer was being driven home from his office, accompanied by a driver and three bodyguards in a two-car motorcade. Along the route, several Baader-Meinhoff terrorists launched an ambush. A car swerved in front of Schleyer's car, causing it to stop. His bodyguards jumped out of the follow-up car, but were gunned down. The terrorists also killed the bodyguards in Schleyer's car, and kidnapped him. On October 19, Schleyer's body was found in the trunk of a car. He had been shot in the head three times, and his throat was cut.
820. Date: March 16, 1978
 Target: Former Prime Minister Aldo Moro
 Location: Rome, Italy
 Details: Moro was being driven to work in a two-car motorcade, accompanied by five bodyguards. Eleven members of the Red Brigade terrorist group ambushed him. As the motorcade approached a stop sign, a car pulled in front and stopped suddenly. Moro's car was following too close and struck the car. Then Moro's follow car, also traveling too close, rammed into Moro's car, pinning his vehicle between the two vehicles with no chance of escape. During surveillance the terrorists had determined that both Moro's driver and the driver of the follow car tailgated, and they exploited that error common to many protectors. The attackers had also parked a car along the curb next to the attack site to ensure that Moro's car would be blocked from possible escape. Two men got out of the blocking vehicle as if to inspect the damage. They were carrying gym bags from which they pulled pistols and started firing through the front side windows of Moro's car, killing Moro's driver and the bodyguard. At the same time a second attack element, consisting of four men dressed in Alitalia (Italian Airlines) uniforms, was standing in front of a closed bar as if waiting for a bus to the airport. Since many airline personnel live in the area, this group did not seem suspicious. However, at the instant of the collision, these men pulled weapons from their flight bags and rushed towards Moro's follow car. The bodyguards in the front seat were killed before they could draw their weapons. A third bodyguard, who had been riding in the right rear seat, managed to get out of the rear door and fire three rounds before he was killed. His three well-placed shots wounded two of the terrorists.
A third attack element, consisting of two terrorists, was hiding behind a row of bushed in front of the bar. A few seconds after the start of the attack these two men jumped out, ran towards Moro's car, pulled him from the back seat and led him to a waiting car. The terrorists also had another car parked around the corner from the bar. When the attack was over, this car made a turn and acted as the lead vehicle. It was followed by the car carrying Moro and the car containing the other terrorists.
The whole operation lasted no more than 30 seconds and involved at least 12 terrorists who fired between 80 and 90 rounds, killing all five bodyguards. The terrorists did several things to limit the number of innocent bystanders and to confuse the police before, during, and after the operation. They slashed the tires of a flower vender whose normal place of work was near the attack site. Telephone lines were overloaded during the attack, and false alerts helped to further scatter the police after the attack.
The terrorists demanded that 13 leftist terrorists be freed from jail. Prime Minister Andreotti refused to concede. On May 9, 55 days after he was abducted, Aldo Moro was found shot to death in the trunk of a station wagon in central Rome.
821. Date: February 14, 1979
 Target: U.S. Ambassador Adolph Dubs
 Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
 Details: Four Afghans kidnapped Dubs while he was being driven to the embassy. The kidnappers demanded the release of various Muslim "religious figures." Dubs was killed, along with four alleged terrorists, when Afghan police stormed the hotel room where he was being held.
822. Date: September 4, 1981
 Target: French Ambassador Louis Delamore
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Gunmen in a car forced Delamore's car off the road in an apparent kidnapping attempt. He was later killed. Delamore had shunned security.
823. Date: March 16, 1984
 Target: CIA Officer William Buckley
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Buckley was kidnapped and later murdered by members of Islamic Jihad. It was later determined that he had died in June 1985 of either extreme torture or lack of medical care.
824. Date: February 7, 1985
 Target: DEA Agent Enrique Camerena Salazar
 Location: Mexico
 Details: Under the orders of narcotrafficker Rafael Caro Quintero, Salazar and his pilot were kidnapped, tortured and executed.
825. Date: September 30, 1985
 Target: Soviet Diplomats (Arkady Katkov, Oleg Spirin, Valery Mirkov, and Dr. Nikolai Svirsky)
 Location: Beirut, Lebanon
 Details: Sunni terrorists kidnapped four Soviet diplomats. Katkov was killed and three were later released on October 30.
826. Date: November 6, 1985
 Target: Supreme Court Judges
 Location: Bogota, Colombia
 Details: Thirty-five terrorists with the group M-19 stormed the Palace of Justice, taking hostages. Colombian troops ended the siege 27 hours later in a raid that killed 100 people, including 11 judges.
827. Date: October 9, 1991
 Target: Diplomat Liviu Radu
 Location: New Delhi, India
 Details: Radu was abducted from his car by several Sikh terrorists while en route to work, and forced into another car. He was released on November 26.
828. Date: January 17, 1992
 Target: Corporate Vice President Michael Barnes
 Location: Manila, Philippines
 Details: As Barnes was arriving at his office, four men armed with pistols cut him off with their van. They forced Barnes into the van and kidnapped him. He was later rescued during a commando raid.
829. Date: April 29, 1992
 Target: Exxon President Sidney Reso
 Location: Morris Township, New Jersey
 Details: Arthur Seale was a former police officer and security guard at Exxon with serious financial problems. Together with his wife, Jackie, they planned to kidnap Reso and demand $18.5 million ransom. They watched Reso's house and learned his morning routine. On the morning of the kidnapping, they moved Reso's newspaper from one side of the driveway to the other so Reso would have to get out and walk around the car to pick it up. When Reso got out for the paper, Arthur Seale approached him with a gun and forced him into a rental van driven by Jackie. Seale's gun accidentally went off, wounding Reso in the arm. The Seales drove him to a storage facility where they treated his wound, and put him -- blindfolded, handcuffed, and gagged -- into a coffin-like wooden box. Reso died on May 3, 1992, just five days after his kidnapping. The Seales removed him from the box and buried him at another location. After their arrests, Jackie led officers to Reso's grave. Arthur pled guilty and was sentenced to 95 years in federal prison and 70 years' state imprisonment (after serving his federal time). Jackie was sentenced to 20 years in federal prison.
830. Date: May 26, 1992
 Target: Charles Geschke, CEO of Adobe Systems Inc.
 Location: California
 Details: Geschke was kidnapped at gunpoint from the Adobe parking lot. He was held for ransom for four days while the FBI desperately searched for him. He was subsequently located by a FBI SWAT team in a rented house in Hollister, California, freed, and rushed back to his family. The two kidnappers were eventually sentenced to life terms in state prison.
831. Date: March 8, 1993
 Target: Ambassador Alfonso Robelo
 Location: San Jose, Costa Rica
 Details: Five men armed with AK-47s stormed the Nicaraguan Embassy, taking Robelo and 23 others hostage. They released 14. On March 21, Robelo and the rest were released. The gunmen were given $250,000 and allowed safe passage.
832. Date: July 26, 1993
 Target: Kevyn Wynn (daughter of Casino Executive Steve Wynn)
 Location: Las Vegas, Nevada
 Details: Wynn was kidnapped from her garage as she arrived home. She was released unharmed after a $1.5 million ransom was paid.
833. Date: August 4, 1993
 Target: Businessman Harvey Weinstein
 Location: New York, New York
 Details: Weinstein was kidnapped from his car outside a diner that he frequently visited. He was buried alive for 12 days. Police rescued him on August 16 after a $3 million ransom was paid.
834. Date: November 25, 1993
 Target: U.S. Diplomat Haynes Mahoney
 Location: San'a, Yemen
 Details: Five gunmen kidnapped Mahoney from his car a block away from a reception that he had attended. He was released unharmed on November 31.
835. Date: March 27, 1994
 Target: Cattle Baron Wayne Stevenson
 Location: Hobson, Montana
 Details: Stevenson disappeared after he drove his pickup to a corral. The family received a $1 million ransom demand. Stevenson's body was found shot to death on March 29.
836. Date: April 14, 1994
 Target: Deputy Prime Minister Selomotsi Baholo
 Location: Maseru, Lesotho
 Details: Rebel soldiers kidnapped Baholo and four cabinet ministers. Baholo was shot to death, but the others were released.
837. Date: December 17, 1996
 Target: Supreme Court Justice Carlos Giusti, Ambassadors, and Diplomats
 Location: Lima, Peru
 Details: Fourteen Tupac Amaru rebels, dressed as waiters, attacked the Japanese ambassador's residence during a party, using automatic weapons and grenades. They exchanged gunfire with police for almost an hour and took hundreds of hostages, including two Peruvian ministers and 15 ambassadors from Asia, Europe, and America. Their demands included releasing 300 imprisoned comrades. By December 31, 400 hostages had been released, but 74 high-profile hostages remained in custody. On April 22, 1997, Peruvian commandos stormed the building, rescuing 71 of the 72 who had been held for 126 days. Two commandos and all fourteen terrorists were killed. Giusti died of a heart attack. Shrapnel wounded many other hostages. Police warned the hostages over a hidden radio three minutes before the raid. A series of tunnels dug under the compound allowed police to get close and monitor the terrorist's movements. The 140 commandos in three teams stormed through the front and rear doors, and the roof.
838. Date: June 5, 1997
 Target: Millionaire Johnny Allison
 Location: Mayflower, Arkansas
 Details: A man walked into Allison's office and said he was the son of a friend. He then kidnapped Allison with a gun and demanded $1 million ransom. Allison drove him around in his car for 90 minutes and then intentionally drove his Mercedes into a dump truck. The man, a former Special Forces soldier in Korea and Vietnam, limped away from the crash and eluded police for two days. He had escaped from prison on May 18, where he was serving time for another kidnapping.
839. Date: July 10, 1997
 Target: Town Councilor Miguel Angel Blanco
 Location: Ermau, Spain
 Details: Eleven days after police rescued a prison official held for 1-1/2 years by ETA terrorists, Blanco was kidnapped en route to work from his home. He was later shot twice in the head, dumped alongside the road, and died. ETA terrorists have killed almost 800 people since its formation in 1968.
840. Date: September 17, 1997
 Target: Millionaire Nelson Gross
 Location: Edgewater, New Jersey
 Details: FBI agents investigated the apparent kidnapping of Gross. He vanished after leaving the Binghamton Ferryboat, his family's floating restaurant. He was last seen alive driving his BMW with two men, before withdrawing $20,000 from his bank. Gross' body was found on the banks of the Hudson River on September 24.
841. Date: November 30, 1997
 Target: Opposition Leader Samuel Dokie
 Location: Liberia
 Details: Plainclothes security men arrested Dokie, his wife, and bodyguard while they were on their way to a wedding. Their bodies were later found inside their burned-out car. He was a leading political opponent to President Charles Taylor.
842. Date: December 20, 1997
 Target: Trade Counselor Jan-Olof Nystrom
 Location: Moscow, Russia
 Details: A gunman, armed with a pistol and grenade, seized Nystrom as he was driving his car into the Swedish Embassy, and demanded $370,000 and a flight out of Russia. Two hundred police surrounded the compound, negotiated for four hours, and convinced him to trade Nystrom for the negotiator, Colonel Anatoly Savelyev. A few hours later, Savelyev became ill and passed out. A medic and the gunman were removing him from the car when a sniper shot the gunman. He shot back and snipers fired a barrage of gunfire, killing the gunman and wounding Savelyev in the leg. (Though the wound was not fatal, Savelyev died of a heart attack.)
843. Date: January 13, 1998
 Target: Finance Ministry Official Masahiro Abe
 Location: Tokyo, Japan
 Details: A former leader of an ultra-rightist group entered the 14th floor of the Tokyo Stock Exchange and requested a meeting with Abe. He was served tea while he waited. When Abe met him, the man pulled a pistol and took him hostage. By nightfall, 400 police were deployed. After a daylong standoff, the man released Abe and surrendered to police.
844. Date: October 6, 1998
 Target: Mayor Ron Loveridge
 Location: Riverside, California
 Details: A man burst into a meeting room and took Loveridge and six city officials hostage. Police officers shot the man and arrested him. Loveridge, a police officer, and two city councilmen were wounded in the incident. The man had written letters to President Clinton, Governor Wilson, and the mayor about being wrongly fired from a city job in 1994.
845. Date: November 15, 1998
 Target: U.S. Businessman
 Location: Cundinamarca, Colombia
 Details: Armed assailants followed a U.S. businessman and his family home and kidnapped his son after stealing money, jewelry, one automobile, and two cell phones. The kidnappers demanded $1 million in ransom. On January 21, 1999, the kidnappers released the boy.
846. Date: March 5, 1999
 Target: Envoy Gennady Shpigun
 Location: Grozny, Chechnya
 Details: Five masked men, armed with pistols and automatic rifles, boarded a plane at the airport and kidnapped Shpigun. The plane was about to depart.
847. Date: November 25, 2000
 Target: Hyundai Manager Lazaro Montes
 Location: Silvania, Colombia
 Details: Fifteen heavily armed gunmen, identifying themselves as FARC rebels, kidnapped Montes from his country retreat.
848. Date: April 5, 2001
 Target: U.S. Businessman Marc Ashton
 Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
 Details: Ashton was abducted from in front of his home by at least five gunmen. He managed to escape a few hours later. The captors had reportedly sought a $1 million ransom.
849. Date: September 24, 2001
 Target: Consuelo Araujo (Wife of Colombian Attorney General)
 Location: Valledupar, Colombia
 Details: Suspected leftist rebels kidnapped Araujo, and ten others traveling with her, including two bodyguards. The group was stopped at a rebel roadblock.
850. Date: February 20, 2002
 Target: Senator Jorge Gechem Turbay
 Location: Neiva, Colombia
 Details: Turbay became the fifth member of Colombia's Congress to be kidnapped when FARC rebels hijacked a domestic airliner, carrying 35 passengers. Shortly after takeoff, four guerillas -- two men and two women -- commandeered the plane. They forced the pilot to land on a highway near the town of Hobo, where they were met by several dozen guerillas in four-wheel-drive vehicles. All the other passengers were freed.
851. Date: February 23, 2002
 Target: Senator Ingrid Betancourt (Presidential Candidate)
 Location: San Vicente del Caguan, Colombia
 Details: Betancourt was abducted by FARC rebels at a roadblock, while driving into a volatile area of southern Colombia. Her campaign manager, Clara Rojas, was also taken hostage. Betancourt had always been a severe critic of the FARC, but had ignored military advice not to travel to the area.
852. Date: April 2002
 Target: Governor Guillermo Gavira
 Location: Urrao, Colombia
 Details: Guillermo was kidnapped by FARC rebels along with former Defense Minister Gilberto Echeverri Mejia. Both men were killed along with eight other hostages, during a failed rescue attempt by Colombian special forces on May 5, 2003.
853. Date: September 12, 2002
 Target: Lukoil Executive Sergei Kukura
 Location: Vnukovo, Russia
 Details: Kukura was en route to work in his company Mercedes with his driver and a bodyguard. Kukura's car was pulled over by a Volga bearing an Interior Ministry license plate. Another car cut in front of Kukura's car, boxing it in, and at least five masked men with automatic weapons dismounted their vehicles. After quickly overwhelming the Mercedes, the abductors ordered Kukura, his driver, and his bodyguard to exit the vehicle. The attackers impersonated police officers ostensibly carrying out a vehicle search and document check. As the Mercedes was being searched, Kukura and his escorts were handcuffed and blindfolded. After the attackers had secured the three men, the driver and bodyguard were injected with sleep-inducing sedatives and placed back in the Mercedes. Kukura was then forced into the Volga and driven away. Lukoil had offered a reward of nearly $6 million for information leading to Kukura's release. Thirteen days later, Kukura was dropped off at his residence unharmed by his abductors. According to the prosecutor, no ransom was paid.
854. Date: June 2, 2003
 Target: Politician Jose Genoino
 Location: Sao Paulo, Brazil
 Details: Genoino was about to leave his apartment to take part in a TV talk show when he realized he had forgotten his comb. He left his driver and press assistant waiting in the car and returned to his apartment. When he returned, he found his car, driver, and staff member had been kidnapped and robbed. The hostages were released unharmed shortly after.
855. Date: September 21, 2004
 Target: Cecilia Cubas (daughter of former President Raul Cubas)
 Location: Asuncion, Paraguay
 Details: Cubas was abducted near her home in a paramilitary-style operation. Her father, a businessman who was briefly president at the end of the 1990s, is reported to have paid an $800,000 ransom for her return, only to have the alleged kidnappers break off contact. Officials found her body in an underground chamber at a house near Asuncion. Six people were been arrested in connection with the kidnapping. Paraguayan prosecutors say one of them was in contact with a senior official in Colombia's main leftist rebel group, the FARC. The FARC rebels have kidnapped hundreds of people in Colombia but are not thought to have carried out abductions abroad.
856. Date: March 28, 2006
 Target: Businessman Filippo Sindoni
 Location: Carora, Venezuela
 Details: Three men dressed in police uniforms stopped Sindoni's car at a checkpoint and abducted him. His driver was not taken captive. Sindoni's body was found the following day. He was shot in the head and his hands were bound. There was no ransom demand made.
857. Date: April 3, 2006
 Target: Former Wife of Singer Garth Brooks
 Location: Oklahoma
 Details: The former wife of country singer Garth Brooks was reportedly abducted by a worker on her rural Oklahoma farm, but eventually escaped unharmed. She had allowed a bail bondsman onto her property after finding out one of her employees, Quintine Harper, was wanted on an outstanding warrant. Harper allegedly drew a gun and forced Brooks to drive him several miles before she finally stopped the car and ran into a convenience store. Harper was arrested the next day and charged with kidnapping and weapons violations.
858. Date: June 30, 2006
 Target: Legislator Tayseer Mashhadani
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Gunmen in two vehicles hijacked Mashhadani's convoy as she traveled to the capital. She and eight bodyguards are still missing.
859. Date: July 3, 2006
 Target: Deputy Electricity Minister Raad Hareth
 Location: Baghdad, Iraq
 Details: Gunmen wearing military uniforms and traveling in five vehicles ambushed Hareth's four-car convoy. They kidnapped Hareth and his 19 bodyguards. They released him the following day, but the fate of his bodyguards is unknown.
860. Date: August 7, 2006
 Target: Businessman Guido Vitiello
 Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
 Details: A group of armed men entered Vitiello's villa. They shot Vitiello and left him tied to a chair before abducting his wife, Gigliola Martino. Vitiello later died of his wounds in a hospital. Investigators believed Martino was kidnapped for ransom. Martino was also briefly kidnapped last year and released unharmed.
861. Date: August 25, 2006
 Target: Legislator Rodney Alcide
 Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
 Details: Gunmen kidnapped Alcide along with his driver and bodyguard. Alcide was reportedly freed unharmed two hours later, but the driver and bodyguard were still held the following day. It was unclear whether a ransom had been paid. Authorities blamed the kidnapping on well-armed street gangs based in the capital's violent slums.







"As soon as there is life, there is danger."
Emerson





Section 2 


Unintentional Harm
In the course of our many years of protecting at-risk people, we never had one assassin or terrorist burst through the door with guns blazing -- but we have handled countless emergencies involving other risks.
In this section we have divided incidents into three categories. The first deals with pitfalls and accidents, including falls. The second section provides a sample of the more newsworthy cases of sudden illness and other medical emergencies. The third section covers situations that can be classified as "wrong place/wrong time," in which the protectee was the victim of a crime, as opposed to the target of an attack. Though the heading "Unintentional Harm" sounds innocuous, any of these situations can be lethal; accordingly, we sought to derive new insights through studying a sample of cases.
In 1975, Secretary of State Henry Kissinger came to Jefferson City, Missouri, to make an appearance with the governor. Kissinger was under the protection of the U.S. Secret Service at the time, and agents arrived a few days ahead to advance the trip. This amounted to discussing the details -- which car would they ride in, who would drive follow-up, which doors would they use -- and rehearsing every movement. It was decided that Dr. Kissinger would enter the governor's office through the double doors on the portico, which were located behind the governor's desk. Suddenly, the lead advance agent stopped and stated, "He can't come through these doors." The governor's detail leader asked why. The agent pointed over the door to a large brass state seal, which hung by chains over the doorway, like a 300-pound Sword of Damocles. "I don't want him walking under that," the agent announced. "It might fall on him." The governor's detail looked up at the seal which their governor sat directly under eight hours a day, five days a week, as had many governors before him. They were comfortable with their protectee spending most of his working hours seated under it, but the agents didn't want to trust the chains for even the split second it would take Kissinger to walk under the seal! So it was moved. If you go into the governor's office today, you will find the brass seal perched on a tripod in the corner of the office.
Between the blind trust of the governor's bodyguards that the seal would never fall, and the agent's intuition that it might, lies a diverse difference of opinion about risk. The agent's opinion was not based on fact; the seal had never fallen and there was no evidence that the chains were weak or poorly fastened. However, after seeing a situation that made him uncomfortable, he listened to his intuition, and wisely took action that reduced the perceived risk. Risk reduction is, after all, one of the primary missions for security personnel. Among these cases, you'll find several in which the actions of protectors favorably or even heroically helped protectees. Still, STARS are not awarded for cases in this section because STARS relate to attack situations.





Section 2A: Accidents
A pitfall is defined as a danger or difficulty that is not easily anticipated or avoided. In 1989, the security detail for a Midwest governor accompanied him to Washington, D.C., to attend the inaugural ceremonies for President George H. W. Bush. They were riding in a two-vehicle motorcade, proceeding across town in moderate traffic. As they reached an intersection, the lead car, carrying the governor and his family, proceeded through the green light. The follow-up vehicle, carrying additional officers and staff people, entered the intersection and was plowed into by a car running a red light. A fraction of a second earlier, and the governor and his family would have been hit. If for example, the governor had paused for a second longer while getting into his car, the whole outcome would have been much different.
A judge touring a building during renovations falls down the elevator shaft and is seriously injured. An airplane carrying a prince blows a tire on landing and slides off the runway. A car carrying a governor is involved in a serious traffic accident. These are all pitfalls, accidents that occur as often as attacks, sometimes through fault of the protectee, and sometimes not. These happenings can injure or kill the protectee just as surely as a terrorist car bomb. Machiavelli noted, "Unexpected accidents cannot be easily prevented, but those foreseen may easily be remedied." This section is a sampling of accidents that were not foreseen.
862. Date: September 18, 1961
Victim: U.N. Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold
Location: Ndola, Congo
Details: Hammarskjold and fourteen others were flying on a diplomatic mission when their DC-6 crashed on final approach, killing all but one. The cause of the crash could not be determined.
863. Date: October 29, 1970
Victim: President Richard Nixon
Location: San Clemente, California
Details: President Nixon was staying at the "Western White House," his private residence called Casa Pacifica. Nixon's valet had built a fire in the study fireplace. After Nixon had gone to bed, a fire alarm sounded in the Secret Service command post. An agent on post reported an "unusual fog" around the main house. Agents called the valet to check the house. The valet's wife called back, screaming that the house was on fire. Agents quickly evacuated Nixon to a safe location. Other agents extinguished the fire by the time the San Clemente Volunteer Fire Department arrived. (Though the protective strategy of having smoke detection, and the actions of evacuating Nixon were effective and meaningful, STARS are applied only to attack incidents.)
864. Date: October 14, 1975
Victim: President Gerald Ford
Location: Hartford, Connecticut
Details: Ford was riding in his motorcade through Hartford. At 9:51 p.m., the scout car reported that there was no traffic control at an intersection. At 9:54, the pilot car reported that a local police motorcycle had stopped traffic at the intersection, but then continued on. Fifteen seconds later, while the President's limousine was running through a red light at the intersection, a car with six teenagers drove through a green light and slammed into the right side of the President's limousine. Secret Service agents surrounded the teenagers' car, not knowing if it was an attack. Ford was uninjured.
865. Date: August 13, 1987
Victim: President Ronald Reagan
Location: Santa Barbara, California
Details: While approaching his ranch in helicopter Marine One, a small airplane came dangerously close, causing Reagan's helicopter to take evasive action. The airplane pilot was detained, and then released without charges.
866. Date: August 17, 1988
Victim: President Zia ul-Haq
Location: Bahawalpur, Pakistan
Details: The Pakistan Air Force C-130, carrying ul-Haq and 36 other dignataries, including U.S. Ambassador Arnold Raphel, exploded after takeoff, killing all on board. Some believe it was an act of sabotage.
867. Date: July 14, 1991
Victim: PLO Official Yasser Arafat
Location: Baghdad, Iraq
Details: Arafat's motorcade was driving across Iraq at over 100 mph when his limousine lost control and overturned. His bodyguard shielded him, breaking both arms, and Arafat was unhurt.
868. Date: August 7, 1992
Victim: Governor Brereton Jones
Location: Frankfort, Kentucky
Details: A state helicopter, transporting Jones from the Capitol, crash-landed near the interstate highway. Everyone on board was injured, including his state trooper bodyguard. They were all soaked in aviation fuel, but no fire broke out and they all survived.
869. Date: January 17, 1993
Victim: Governor Terry Branstad
Location: Des Moines, Iowa
Details: Branstad was sledding with his son when they struck another sled, breaking Branstad's upper jaw in six places. He underwent surgery on January 23.
870. Date: April 19, 1993
Victim: South Dakota Governor George Mickelson
Location: Dubuque, Iowa
Details: Mickelson was killed along with seven others when his state airplane crashed in Iowa. It had reportedly suffered engine failure.
871. Date: May 21, 1993
Victim: Diplomat Derrick John Haro and Diplomat David McLackan
Location: Tehran, Iran
Details: Haro and McLackan were killed when a minibus struck their car.
872. Date: July 15, 1993
Victim: Japanese Ambassador Ryoji Onodera
Location: Bolzano, Italy
Details: Onodera froze to death with his guide while climbing the 12,800-foot Ortles peak in northern Italy. His guide was an expert climber and instructor.
873. Date: July 17, 1993
Victim: FBI Director William Sessions
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Distracted by reporters, Sessions tripped over a curb and fell to the sidewalk, breaking his arm.
874. Date: September 14, 1993
Victim: German Diplomat Franz Bertele
Location: Warsaw, Poland
Details: Bertele was injured when the Lufthansa Airbus he was on crashed while landing, killing two and injuring 68. Brake failure was blamed.
875. Date: September 13, 1993
Victim: TV Celebrity Oprah Winfrey
Location: Miami, Florida
Details: Though media reports indicated a bomb or smoke bomb had exploded inside Oprah Winfrey's car, the accurate account of the incident is quite different: A crowd of people saw smoke pouring from Oprah Winfrey's car as she was driven away from a public appearance. A security guard in the front seat of her car thought the smoke was coming from a package handed to him by a fan, which he had placed on the floor in front of his seat. He threw the package outside the car. Winfrey was transferred to another vehicle, and soon after, it was determined that the smoke, or what appeared to be smoke, was coming from a faulty compressor in the car's air conditioner.
876. Date: November 11, 1993
Victim: Pope John Paul II
Location: Rome, Italy
Details: After delivering a speech, the Pope tripped and fell down four steps, breaking his right shoulder. He managed to shake a few hands and then left for the hospital.
877. Date: December 15, 1993
Victim: Governor Mike Leavitt
Location: Salt Lake City, Utah
Details: Leavitt's wife, Jackie, their son, and seven staff members escaped when a Christmas tree caught fire, causing extensive damage to the governor's mansion. Two fire inspectors had to force open a door to rescue them.
878. Date: January 15, 1994
Victim: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: Sandringham, England
Details: The queen broke her left wrist when she fell off the horse she was riding.
879. Date: January 21, 1994
Victim: Basil Assad (son of President Assad)
Location: Syria
Details: Assad was killed in a car crash. He was considered a successor to the throne and served as chief of presidential security.
880. Date: April 28, 1994
Victim: Pope John Paul II
Location: Rome, Italy
Details: The Pope slipped in the bathroom and broke his right leg. He later sought medical treatment and underwent surgery the following day.
881. Date: June 18, 1994
Victim: Governor Bruce Sundlun
Location: Barrington, Rhode Island
Details: A man rear-ended Sundlun's car, which was being driven by a state trooper. The man was arrested for being intoxicated.
882. Date: June 29, 1994
Victim: Prince Charles
Location: Glasgow, Scotland
Details: A tire blew out as Charles' BAe 146 airplane landed, causing it to skid off the end of the runway. There were no injuries.
883. Date: July 9, 1994
Victim: Governor Surendra Nath
Location: Bhuntar, Punjab
Details: Nath was killed when a state plane carrying him, his wife, eight other family members, and three crewmembers crashed after leaving the capitol.
884. Date: July 25, 1994
Victim: Gubernatorial Candidate Amado Avendano
Location: Mexico City, Mexico
Details: A tractor-trailer swerved in front of Avendano's Chevrolet Suburban, killing three and injuring three. Avendano suffered a punctured lung, six broken ribs, and head injuries. The truck had no license plates and the driver fled the scene.
885. Date: July 25, 1994
Victim: Gubernatorial Candidate Danny Williams
Location: Muskogee, Oklahoma
Details: Williams' single-engine plane was forced to make an emergency landing on a highway. Both he and the pilot escaped injury.
886. Date: August 7, 1994
Victim: Mayor Roland Roberge
Location: Milton, New Hampshire
Details: Roberge died in a fire at his summer cottage. Neighbors rescued his wife.
887. Date: August 20, 1994
Victim: Vice President Al Gore
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Gore was disabled when he tore his Achilles tendon during a basketball game at the Congressional gymnasium. It was surgically repaired that night.
888. Date: August 21, 1994
Victim: Kuwaiti Prince Ali al-Sabah
Location: Rabat, Morocco
Details: The Royal Air Maroc plane carrying al-Sabah and 43 others crashed ten minutes after takeoff, killing everyone on board.
889. Date: September 16, 1994
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Three fire trucks responded to the West Wing of the White House after a lamp shorted out, causing smoke. Clinton was in the East Wing at the time.
890. Date: December 4, 1994
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A metal gatepost that was retracted into the ground, popped up seconds after Clinton's limousine drove over it. A van in his motorcade struck it, activating its airbags and shattering a window.
891. Date: December 23, 1994
Victim: Circuit Judge H. Michael Coburn
Location: Kansas City, Missouri
Details: Coburn was leading a group of VIPs on an inspection tour of a darkened condemned building when he fell down an elevator shaft. He died four days later of massive head injuries.
892. Date: January 10, 1995
Victim: Senate President Pro Tem John Bloomer
Location: Montpelier, Vermont
Details: Bloomer died of chest injuries suffered in a car wreck while en route to the Statehouse.
893. Date: May 26, 1995
Victim: President Jose Figueres
Location: Costa Rica
Details: Figueres suffered back and neck injuries when his airplane slid off a rain-slickened runway.
894. Date: July 18, 1995
Victim: Governor Lawton Chiles
Location: Destin, Florida
Details: Eleven people were hurt, one critically, in a series of Panhandle lightning strikes. Chiles' plane was struck as he flew from Tallahassee to Tampa, but it landed safely.
895. Date: July 28, 1995
Victim: Former President George H.W. Bush
Location: Eastern Canada
Details: It was reported that Bush nearly drowned when he fell into a peat bog while fishing in Canada earlier in the month. Secret Service agents and RCMP officers rescued him seconds before he went under.
896. Date: August 19, 1995
Victim: U.S. Special Envoy Robert Frasure
Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia
Details: Regional Security Officer Peter Hargraves was decorated for bravery for his actions following the crash of Frasure's vehicle. Hargraves was making the trip from Belgrade to Sarajevo for a meeting of President Clinton's peace team with the Bosnian Government. The edge of the road gave way beneath the armored personnel carrier in which Hargraves, Ambassador Frasure, Dr. Joseph Kruzel, and Col. Nelson Drew were traveling, along with Lt. Col. Daniel Gerstein and a French soldier. The vehicle came to rest 1,000 feet below the roadway, in flames. Despite his own severe injuries, Hargraves extricated himself from the vehicle. He returned repeatedly, to pull Kruzel from the wreckage and attempted to locate the other passengers, stopping only when the vehicle exploded, killing Frasure and others.
897. Date: September 4, 1995
Victim: Governor Brereton Jones
Location: Frankfort, Kentucky
Details: Jones was taken to the hospital after he fell while riding a horse. X-rays showed two fractures in his spine and he was fitted with a brace.
898. Date: October 7, 1995
Victim: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: The queen suffered a broken collarbone during a bird hunt when a grouse was shot out of the sky and it struck her.
899. Date: January 11, 1996
Victim: U.S. Senator Sonny Bono
Location: Palm Desert, California
Details: Bono collided with another snow skier on the slopes at Big Bear Lake, receiving a deep gash on his chin. It required 11 stitches to close.
900. Date: January 14, 1996
Victim: Elizabeth Dole (wife of Senator Robert Dole, and former Cabinet member)
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Dole slipped on an icy sidewalk while walking her dog and broke her left wrist.
901. Date: January 15, 1996
Victim: King Moshoeshoe II
Location: Maseru, Lesotho
Details: Moshoeshoe was killed in a car accident.
902. Date: January 17, 1996
Victim: Ibrahim Abacha (son of President Abacha)
Location: Kano, Nigeria
Details: A Falcon jet, part of the presidential fleet, crashed after the pilot complained about engine trouble. The crash killed all 14 on board, including several bodyguards.
903. Date: January 30, 1996
Victim: Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor
Location: Sun Valley, Idaho
Details: O'Connor fell and broke her right shoulder while snow skiing on an intermediate-difficulty slope. The ski patrol rescued her.
904. Date: February 27, 1996
Victim: Lieutenant Governor Ronnie Musgrove
Location: Jackson, Mississippi
Details: Musgrove suffered a ruptured diaphragm, four broken ribs, and a fractured elbow when another car ran a stop sign and struck his car. The trooper driving Musgrove was also seriously injured.
905. Date: March 10, 1996
Victim: Former Governor John Sununu
Location: Breckenridge, Colorado
Details: Sununu fractured ribs in a fall during a charity ski race.
906. Date: March 22, 1996
Victim: Princess Diana
Location: London, England
Details: While driving herself, Diana was involved in a five-car pileup. She fled to a nearby police station and officers drove her back to the palace.
907. Date: March 26, 1996
Victim: Mayor Joseph Vadella
Location: Carbondale, Illinois
Details: During an inspection tour, two buildings collapsed, trapping Vadella and an officer for about an hour. Both had minor injuries when rescued by firemen.
908. Date: April 1, 1996
Victim: Mother Teresa
Location: Calcutta, India
Details: Teresa fell at her headquarters and broke her collarbone.
909. Date: April 3, 1996
Victim: Commerce Secretary Ron Brown
Location: Dubrovnik, Croatia
Details: Brown was killed with 32 others, including a dozen business executives, when their Air Force T-43 plane crashed into a mountain in stormy weather.
910. Date: April 28, 1996
Victim: Governor Ben Nelson
Location: Lincoln, Nebraska
Details: The FAA investigated what caused the state plane carrying Nelson and four others to slide off a rain-soaked runway. No one was injured.
911. Date: April 29, 1996
Victim: Former CIA Director William Colby
Location: La Plata, Maryland
Details: Colby drowned while attempting to launch a canoe on the river at his home. His wife stated that Colby said he didn't feel well before leaving the house.
912. Date: May 8, 1996
Victim: Governor Jim Edgar
Location: Peoria, Illinois
Details: Lightning struck Edgar's King Air airplane while flying through a storm at about 10,000 feet. A burning odor was smelled and then flames began coming out of one ceiling vent. The pilots deployed oxygen masks while passengers grabbed a fire extinguisher. The flames went out when the pilots decompressed the cabin. The plane landed safely.
913. Date: June 11, 1996
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Lubbock, Texas
Details: Air Force One was cruising at 33,000 feet when it suddenly hit a bank of turbulence, tossing people and food about the cabin. The only injury was a Secret Service agent who cut his hand.
914. Date: June 12, 1996
Victim: Former President George H.W. Bush
Location: Bangor, Maine
Details: A private Boeing 757 bound for Europe with Bush made an emergency landing due to a problem with the left engine. Among the 45 passengers were Barbara Bush and Colin Powell.
915. Date: June 22, 1996
Victim: Mayor Zosimo Batolini
Location: Abuyog, Philippines
Details: The bus that Batolini was riding on swerved to avoid an oncoming vehicle and rammed into a parked dump truck. Batolini and eight others were killed, and six were injured.
916. Date: June 24, 1996
Victim: Mayor Gordon Tigerne
Location: Monroe, Washington
Details: Tigerne was reported to be in serious condition with head injuries after being struck with a van while riding his bicycle.
917. Date: July 23, 1996
Victim: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: A lightning bolt struck 150 feet from the tent where the queen, Prince Philip, and Prince Charles had taken shelter during a downpour. Two women, attending the garden party of 8,000 people, were knocked down and their skin was burned. The Royals were not injured.
918. Date: August 3, 1996
Victim: Chief of Danish Navy Hans Joergen
Location: Vagar, Faeroese Islands
Details: A Danish Air Force Gulfstream jet, carrying Admiral Joergen, his wife, and seven others, crashed into a mountainside, killing all on board. Visibility was poor due to fog.
919. Date: August 4, 1996
Victim: Former Governor Michael Dukakis
Location: Boston, Massachusetts
Details: The car driven by Dukakis' wife, Kitty, went out of control and struck a guardrail, slightly injuring both. She may have fallen asleep. They were treated and released at a hospital.
920. Date: August 7, 1996
Victim: Governor Roy Romer
Location: Colorado
Details: While rounding up stray cattle on his 400-acre ranch, Romer fell off his dirt bike and broke his right leg. He previously suffered cracked ribs in a dirt bike accident in 1995.
921. Date: August 17, 1996
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Montana
Details: A C-130 Air Force cargo plane, carrying a communications van used in Clinton's motorcade, crashed into a mountain after taking off, killing eight Air Force crewmembers and a Secret Service agent.
922. Date: August 28, 1996
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Michigan City, Indiana
Details: Less than two hours before Clinton arrived for a rally, a 20-foot speaker stand toppled into the crowd of 40,000 people, injuring 12. The stage was about ten yards from the speaker stand.
923. Date: September 6, 1996
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Orlando, Florida
Details: A Marine Boeing CH-46E Sea Knight helicopter traveling with Clinton's campaign tour through Florida was taxiing to a fuel truck when its rotor clipped a light pole. It rolled over and burned, but none of the five Marines or Boeing employee on it was injured. Another Marine CH-46 helicopter traveling with Clinton made a precautionary landing south of Orlando after a warning light came on.
924. Date: September 18, 1996
Victim: Presidential Candidate (Senator) Bob Dole
Location: Chico, California
Details: Dole leaned against a railing on a raised platform to shake hands at a campaign rally. The railing gave way and Dole fell four feet to the ground. Secret Service agents rushed in to help him up and he went on to complete his speech. His only injury was a broken blood vessel in one eye.
925. Date: September 21, 1996
Victim: Senator Ben N. Campbell
Location: Rico, Colorado
Details: Campbell lost control of his Harley-Davidson motorcycle on a patch of gravel, slid 1-1/2 feet and struck a guardrail, severely breaking his arm. He underwent several hours of surgery.
926. Date: October 30, 1996
Victim: State Official Arthur Quern
Location: Wheeling, Illinois
Details: A Gulfstream IV jet crashed just after takeoff, killing Quern, both pilots, and a cabin attendant. Strong winds may have contributed. Quern was formerly an aide to two governors and President Ford.
927. Date: November 5, 1996
Victim: Governor Kirk Fordice
Location: Grenada, Mississippi
Details: The Jeep Cherokee driven by Fordice went out of control and flipped over several times as it rolled down an embankment and caught fire. Passing motorists cut the airbag and seat belt and pulled him out. He suffered a bruised heart and liver, fractured ribs, a collapsed lung, a severed ear, and other injuries. He was en route to a political party and was not accompanied by his bodyguards.
928. Date: November 7, 1996
Victim: President Abdala Bucaram
Location: Quito, Ecuador
Details: One of three helicopters carrying Bucaram's entourage caught fire and crashed on takeoff. He wasn't aboard. Some in the government claimed it was an attempted assassination.
929. Date: December 2, 1996
Victim: U.S. Consul Philip T. Lincoln Jr.
Location: Nanning, China
Details: Lincoln, a local government official, and their driver were all killed in a traffic accident while on an official trip to south China.
930. Date: January 20, 1997
Victim: Governor George Pataki
Location: Albany, New York
Details: A poultry truck ran a red light and slammed into the left side of Pataki's Chevrolet Suburban. Pataki was taken to the hospital and released the next day. The truck driver was arrested.
931. Date: February 18, 1997
Victim: Governor Parris Glendening
Location: Riverdale, Maryland
Details: While en route to the Capitol, a car pulled into the path of Glendening's car, striking it. He was not injured, but the trooper driving him was taken to the hospital. He was the third governor between November 1996 and February 1997 to be involved in an accident.
932. Date: March 11, 1997
Victim: President Robert Mugabe
Location: Shannon, Ireland
Details: The Zimbabwe airplane carrying Mugabe landed safely following a false fire alert shortly after takeoff. No one was injured.
933. Date: March 14, 1997
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: West Palm Beach, Florida
Details: While visiting the home of golf pro Greg Norman, Clinton tripped on stairs and tore his right quadriceps. He was treated by paramedics and taken to St. Mary's Hospital for treatment. Later that day, he was flown to Bethesda Naval Hospital and underwent two hours of surgery. His agents were trained to carry him in an emergency.
934. Date: May 27, 1997
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Shannon, Ireland
Details: Air Force One (AF-1) came within 2 to 3 miles horizontally and about 1,000 feet vertically of a UPS cargo jumbo jet, causing the collision avoidance system to alert. Both pilots turned left. The incident occurred over Ireland as AF-1 was bringing Clinton back from a European trip. Some reports said they were seven seconds from collision.
935. Date: June 26, 1997
Victim: State Representative Terry Deering
Location: DuBois, Illinois
Details: Deering was killed in a one-car accident while driving home from a Cardinal's baseball game. His car skidded through a T-intersection and struck an embankment. He had a .179 blood-alcohol content, and had been arrested by a trooper for driving while intoxicated a few weeks before the accident.
936. Date: August 31, 1997
Victim: Lady Diana, Princess of Wales
Location: Paris, France
Details: Shortly after midnight, Diana and Dodi Fayed left the Ritz Hotel in a Mercedes with their driver and bodyguard. Paparazzi photographers followed them on motorcycles. Their driver speeded into Pont de l'Alma tunnel at high speed to elude the followers and lost control. The car veered left, striking a cement pylon head-on, bounced into the opposite wall, and ended up facing oncoming traffic. At 12:45 a.m., emergency personnel arrived and found Fayed and the driver dead, and Diana and the bodyguard severely injured. They cut them out of the car and the ambulance arrived at Salpetriere Hospital at 2:00 a.m. Diana underwent two hours of surgery and heart massage, but was pronounced dead at 4:00 a.m. Police found the driver's blood-alcohol content was 0.175, over three times the legal limit. Henri Paul, a former air force pilot, attended security training from Mercedes-Benz in Germany. He reportedly taunted the paparazzi before leaving: "Catch me if you can." The bodyguard, Trevor Rees-Jones, a former paratrooper, wore a seat belt and survived.
937. Date: November 9, 1997
Victim: First Lady Hillary Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: The Boeing 707 Air Force plane carrying Clinton developed engine trouble after taking off from Andrews AFB en route to Central Asia. The plane dumped its fuel and safely returned to base. A frayed wire caused the fire alarm to sound.
938. Date: January 5, 1998
Victim: U.S. Senator Sonny Bono
Location: South Lake Tahoe, Nevada
Details: While skiing down an intermediate slope, Bono crashed into a tree and was killed almost instantly from a head injury. Thirty-six people died in skiing accidents that season, and 55 percent of the ski deaths are from head injuries. The accident came only five days after Michael Kennedy was killed when he skied into a tree at Aspen, Colorado.
939. Date: January 14, 1998
Victim: Prince Charles
Location: England
Details: While fox hunting, Charles fell off his horse and cracked a rib. He broke his arm in 1990 in a polo game, and gave up polo in 1994 after a back injury.
940. Date: January 21, 1998
Victim: Former Governor Lamar Alexander
Location: Richmond, Virginia
Details: When the landing gear failed to deploy on Alexander's twin-engine Beechcraft Baron, he and three others circled for four hours, trying to manually lower the gear. When that failed, they landed with only the right gear down, which collapsed. The plane skidded to a stop on its belly, but no one was injured.
941. Date: January 28, 1998
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Champaign, Illinois
Details: When Air Force One (AF-1) got stuck in the mud while preparing to take off, Clinton had to transfer to a backup plane. The incident occurred just hours after AF-1 and a commercial U.S. Airways Boeing 737 passed each other at less than the required three-mile horizontal separation. The FAA investigated the "near miss" report after AF-1 took off from Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland.
942. Date: January 28, 1998
Victim: Defense Minister Firmin Sinzoyiheba
Location: Bujumbura, Burundi
Details: While en route to peace talks, Sinzoyiheba's helicopter crashed, killing him, his bodyguard, his personal secretary, a general, and the pilot. They were flying through a thunderstorm at the time.
943. Date: February 3, 1998
Victim: Governor Mel Carnahan
Location: Jefferson City, Missouri
Details: A 300-pound chunk of carved limestone fell off the Capitol Building and crashed outside Carnahan's office. There were no injuries.
944. Date: April 1, 1998
Victim: Diplomat Lawrence Pickup
Location: Siem Reap, Cambodia
Details: An overloaded, Soviet-built MI-8 helicopter was flying Pickup and 43 others on a diplomatic mission. The pilot lost control in strong winds while landing and came down in a minefield, setting off two land mines. Three were injured. A second helicopter was used to fly them to a hospital.
945. Date: June 26, 1998
Victim: U.N. Envoy Alioune Blondin Beye
Location: Abidjan, Ivory Coast
Details: A small, chartered Beechcraft plane, carrying Beye and six others, crashed, killing all on board. The plane crashed in a swamp while approaching the airport.
946. Date: July 3, 1998
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Hong Kong, China
Details: The elevator carrying Clinton, his wife, and their Secret Service agents, broke down. They were trapped for ten minutes until other agents could rescue them. The incident was likely the result of a lightning strike during a thunderstorm.
947. Date: July 13, 1998
Victim: Chelsea Clinton (daughter of President Clinton)
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A camera battery exploded just a few feet from Clinton, causing her Secret Service agents to react quickly. Smoke poured from the cameraman's battery belt. She was attending a ceremony at the Smithsonian Museum with her parents.
948. Date: September 21, 1998
Victim: Japanese Defense Minister Fukushiro Nukaga
Location: Arlington, Virginia
Details: An anti-terrorism barricade accidentally popped up out of the ground as Nukaga's limousine was entering the Pentagon grounds. His car struck it head-on, lifting it in the air. Nukaga and five others in the car were injured and taken to the hospital. An inadvertent radio transmission may have triggered the device.
949. Date: September 28, 1998
Victim: Prime Minister Carlos Veiga
Location: West African Archipelago
Details: Veiga's Twin Otter plane crashed while landing during a storm. Among the 20 passengers, Veiga and several others were injured, and at least one bodyguard was killed.
950. Date: November 13, 1998
Victim: Vice President Zubair Mohamed Saleh
Location: Sudan
Details: Saleh and several other military and political leaders died when their Russian-made transport plane skidded off the runway and fell into a river on landing in the southern part of Sudan. No one has been able to say why the plane crashed.
951. Date: May 15, 1999
Victim: President Bill Clinton
Location: Los Angeles, California
Details: Air Force One (AF-1) was preparing to land when a small commuter plane approached close enough to cause the AF-1 pilot to quickly ascend 400 feet and turn left to avoid coming too close. The planes never violated the 1000-foot vertical separation requirement.
952. Date: June 19, 1999
Victim: Author Stephen King
Location: Lovell, Maine
Details: King was walking along a highway when a man in a van veered off the road and struck him. King underwent several operations for broken bones in his right hip and leg. The driver of the van pleaded guilty to charges of reckless driving. (Some months later, King bought the 1985 Dodge Caravan that hit him for $1500).
953. Date: July 16, 1999
Victim: Magazine Publisher John F. Kennedy Jr.
Location: Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts
Details: Kennedy, the pilot, departed from Fairfield, New Jersey in his Piper Saratoga airplane with his wife, Carolyn Bessette Kennedy, and her sister, Lauren Bessette. He planned to drop off his sister-in-law on the island, and then continue on to his cousin's wedding in Hyannis Port. He apparently became disoriented and crashed into the sea, killing all on board.
954. Date: August 28, 1999
Victim: Cabinet Minister Radovan Stojkovski
Location: Skopje, Macedonia
Details: Stojkovski, and his wife and daughter, were killed when their car collided head-on with an armored vehicle driven by NATO peacekeepers.
955. Date: September 15, 1999
Victim: Greek Deputy Foreign Minister Yiannos Kranidiotis
Location: Bucharest, Romania
Details: Kranidiotis was reportedly standing in the aisle of his Falcon jet, briefing reporters, when the plane flew into severe turbulence, plummeting from 23,000 to 4,000 feet in less than five minutes. Kranidiotis, his bodyguard, his son, two journalists, and the flight engineer were all killed. The plane safely landed in Bucharest.
956. Date: October 3, 1999
Victim: Opposition Leader Vuk Draskovic
Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
Details: Draskovic was riding in a convoy of vehicles with his wife and a prominent group of party members when a truck traveling in the opposite direction hit two of the three vehicles. Four people were killed, including an aide and three bodyguards. The truck driver escaped, and Draskovic claimed it was an assassination attempt.
957. Date: October 25, 1999
Victim: Professional Golfer Payne Stewart
Location: South Dakota
Details: Stewart's Learjet 35 departed Orlando, Florida, en route to Dallas, where Stewart was to participate in the PGA Tour Championship. Approximately 40 minutes after takeoff, the plane mysteriously went silent with no communication from the two pilots on board. Some 1,500 miles after the doomed journey began, the jet slammed into a South Dakota field, killing Stewart and five others. Their deaths were blamed on lack of oxygen after the plane lost cabin pressure. Learjet was later cleared in a $200 million lawsuit, blaming poor maintenance by the flight company.
958. Date: November 1, 1999
Victim: Governor George W. Bush
Location: Austin, Texas
Details: A truck pulling a trailer overturned, dumping chunks of concrete and wood debris across a jogging path. Bush, the Republican presidential candidate front-runner, sustained minor injuries to his right leg and hip when he dived to avoid the debris. He was treated at the scene and later traveled to New Hampshire for a scheduled campaign event. Staff Sergeant Roscoe Hughey, the Texas Department of Public Safety agent who was accompanying Bush on a bicycle, received bruises to his left side, was treated at the Brackenridge Hospital emergency room, and was released about four hours later. Bush reportedly used Hughey's cellular telephone to call DPS officials at the Governor's Mansion, and they called 911.
959. Date: October 16, 2000
Victim: Governor Mel Carnahan
Location: Goldman, Missouri
Details: Carnahan was flying in a Cessna 335 airplane to a campaign rally with his son and a staff member. The plane was flying through stormy weather and flew into the ground, killing everyone on board. Faulty instruments were blamed.
960. Date: January 12, 2001
Victim: Former President Ronald Reagan
Location: Bel Air, California
Details: Reagan fell and broke his hip while at his home. He was taken by ambulance to St. John's Health Center, and underwent surgery on the following day to install a pin.
961. Date: January 17, 2001
Victim: Governor Gary Johnson
Location: Santa Fe, New Mexico
Details: Johnson slipped and fell on ice while running at 5 a.m. near his home, suffering compression fractures in his upper spine. He had to spend a few days in the hospital. An avid triathlon competitor and an expert skier, Johnson underwent surgery in 1996 after detaching a knee ligament in a ski accident.
962. Date: April 4, 2001
Victim: Deputy Defense Minister Ibrahim Shamsul-Din
Location: Adaril, Sudan
Details: A Russian-made Antonov plane crashed on takeoff in bad weather, killing Shamsul-Din and 13 other high-ranking officers. Sixteen others survived the crash.
963. Date: May 1, 2001
Victim: Governor Gary Locke and members of Legislature
Location: Olympia, Washington
Details: A powerful earthquake shook the Capitol Building and Governor's Mansion, causing plaster to fall and windows to break. Locke was about to leave the capitol for an event at the Space Needle when the quake struck, causing him and his staff to crawl under tables. Locke, his wife, and two children were forced out of the mansion and spent the night at another location. The most visible damage was a large vertical crack to a pillar supporting the capitol dome.
964. Date: May 17, 2001
Victim: Transport Minister Rahman Dadman and seven Parliament members
Location: Gorgan, Iran
Details: A Russian-built YAK-40 aircraft, carrying Dadman, seven Parliament members, and 24 others, crashed in bad weather, killing everyone on board. They were en route to inaugurate the new airport in Gorgan.
965. Date: May 21, 2001
Victim: President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
Location: Manila, Philippines
Details: The armored limousine carrying Arroyo broke down in the driveway of a hospital as she was being driven to visit a sick friend, causing a huge traffic jam. She made the visit and then rode back to the presidential palace in a back-up vehicle.
966. Date: August 3, 2001
Victim: Prince Charles
Location: England
Details: Charles was playing polo at a charity match when he fell from his horse and lost consciousness. He was taken by ambulance to Cirencester Hospital as a precaution, and later transferred to nearby Cheltenham Hospital, where he spent the night. He had suffered numerous injuries while playing polo in the past: Two fractures in his right arm in June 1990; an aggravated previous back injury in 1993; a broken rib in January 1998; and a broken bone in his shoulder in January 2001.
967. Date: August 25, 2001
Victim: Singer/actress Aaliyah
Location: Marsh Harbour, Bahamas
Details: The twin-engine Cessna aircraft, carrying Aaliyah and eight others, crashed on take-off killing everyone on board. Reportedly, the plane had been overloaded with luggage. She had been on the island shooting a music video.
968. Date: May 10, 2002
Victim: German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
Location: Tashkent, Uzbekistan
Details: Lightening triggered the anti-missile device on the military plane flying Schroeder, releasing stannic stripes and phosphorescent balls. Later, reports that his plane had been locked by hostile radar were denied.
969. Date: May 31, 2002
Victim: President Vladimir Putin
Location: Moscow, Russia
Details: A police car, driving lead for Putin's motorcade, crashed into a civilian's car, killing the civilian driver. The rest of the motorcade continued on. Typically, before Putin's motorcade would drive through Moscow, traffic police closed the streets to traffic. Police cars preceded the motorcade at high speed, to clear the way while escorting Putin's Mercedes Pullman.
970. Date: June 2, 2002
Victim: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: A fire broke out in Buckingham Palace forcing officials to evacuate the palace. No members of the royal family were present and fire brigades quickly extinguished the fire.
971. Date: August 2, 2002
Victim: Presidential Candidate Anthony Garotinho
Location: Rio de Janiero, Brazil
Details: Garotinho was speaking to a crowd of about 10,000 in Cinelandia Square when the wooden platform gave way, injuring 18. He fell six feet and was taken to a hospital along with his wife. About 150 people were on the stage.
972. Date: October 25, 2002
Victim: Senator Paul Wellstone
Location: Eveleth, Minnesota
Details: The twin-engine King Air A-100 aircraft, carrying Wellstone, his wife, daughter, three staff members, and two pilots, crashed in a freezing rain and snow storm, killing everyone on board. He was campaigning for re-election.
973. Date: July 4, 2003
Victim: Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor
Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Details: At a dedication ceremony, O'Connor was nearly struck when a large piece of wood and steel frame collapsed. Mayor John Street and Senator Arlen Specter were both struck on the arm, and others were also hit. Three were injured, but none seriously.
974. Date: July 6, 2003
Victim: Governor Bob Holden
Location: Osage County, Missouri
Details: Holden was riding in a cart being pulled by an all-terrain vehicle when he fell out and hit his head, suffering a concussion. His security detail took him to the University of Missouri Medical Center, where he was treated and released.
975. Date: July 30, 2003
Victim: Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
Location: Istanbul, Turkey
Details: Erdogan was attending a ceremony to mark the inauguration of a public park. He decided to ride a horse in a corral for publicity, but whenever he approached the animal it began bucking. As horse handlers held the animal, Erdogan mounted it. It suddenly broke loose, throwing Erdogan to the ground and then trampling him. Security men scrambled to pull Erdogan to his feet and check his well-being. He was uninjured.
976. Date: March 24, 2004
Victim: Prince Charles
Location: London, England
Details: A Royal Air Force plane carrying Charles was involved in a "near miss" incident with a passenger jet. Both jets were flying at about 11,500 feet, and came within 3.1 nautical miles apart horizontally and 900 feet apart vertically. Both planes took evasive action to avoid a collision.
977. Date: May 22, 2004
Victim: President George W. Bush
Location: Crawford, Texas
Details: Bush suffered cuts and bruises on his chin, upper lip, nose, right hand, and both knees when he fell off his mountain bike. He was on the sixteenth mile of a 17-mile ride. Secret Service agents offered to give him a ride back to his ranch, but Bush declined and finished his ride.
978. Date: August 7, 2004
Victim: Vice President Dick Cheney
Location: Bridgeport, Connecticut
Details: A collision-avoidance alarm sounded aboard Cheney's Gulfstream jet, designated Air Force Two. The pilot climbed to avoid the other aircraft. The two planes came within 0.44 miles horizontally and 700 feet vertically.
979. Date: October 20, 2004
Victim: President Fidel Castro
Location: Havana, Cuba
Details: After making a televised speech, Castro tripped as he was leaving the stage. He fell and was quickly surrounded by security guards. He was rushed to a hospital where tests showed he had broken his left knee and upper right arm. He underwent three hours of surgery the following day to repair the knee.
980. Date: October 29, 2004
Victim: Vice Presidential Candidate (Senator) John Edwards
Location: Raleigh, North Carolina
Details: A camera battery caught part of Edwards' plane on fire shortly after takeoff at 10 p.m. The battery, in a still photographer's camera, caught part of a seat on the plane on fire. The plane then circled around and as a security precaution landed back at RDU International Airport. Crews repaired the problem and the plane took off again around 11:30 p.m. No one was hurt in the incident.
981. Date: February 3, 2005
Victim: Prime Minister Zurab Zhvania and Deputy Governor Raul Usupov
Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
Details: Zhvania's bodyguard, worried by the prime minister's failure to answer his telephone, broke into the apartment at 5:00 a.m. and found the prime minister and his friend dead from asphyxiation. An Iranian-made gas heater had been installed in the apartment two days before. About 80 people have died of asphyxiation from carbon monoxide poisoning and gas leaks in Georgia over the past four years.
982. Date: June 29, 2005
Victim: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: The White House briefly went to red alert when a plane entered restricted airspace around Washington. Bush was hurried from his residence to a safer location and lawmakers were ordered to evacuate the Capitol. Two fighters intercepted the twin-engine, propeller-driven plane eight miles northeast of the Capitol and escorted it to Winchester, Virginia. On May 11, a Cessna violated restricted airspace and also sent lawmakers and other government workers scrambling from the Capitol, the White House and other federal buildings. That plane also was escorted to Frederick.
983. Date: July 5, 2005
Victim: President George W. Bush
Location: Gleneagles, Scotland
Details: Bush collided with a local police officer and fell during a bike ride on the grounds of the Gleneagles golf resort while attending a meeting of world leaders. Bush suffered "mild to moderate" scrapes on his hands and arms that required bandages by White House physician Richard Tubb. The accident occurred on asphalt. It was raining lightly at the time, and Bush was wearing a helmet. Police said the officer suffered a "very minor" ankle injury. The presidential bike suffered some damage, so Bush rode back to the hotel in a Secret Service vehicle. The fall did not affect the president's schedule.
984. July 31, 2005
Victim: Sudanese Vice President John Garang
Location: Uganda-Sudan border
Details: Garang was found dead after the helicopter he was riding in crashed in bad weather. Six of his aides and eight Ugandans were also killed. The helicopter had attempted to land in the New Kush region of southern Sudan, but aborted the landing because of bad weather and headed back south. Weather reports showed rain in the area. Garang was returning home from a private visit to Uganda, flying from the capital Kampala to southern Sudan, a trip that normally takes about two hours.
985. Date: August 7, 2005
Victim: Regional Governor Mikhail Yevdokimov
Location: Russia
Details: Yevdokimov was killed when his Mercedes hit a tree while reportedly trying to avoid a collision with another vehicle. Two other people died in the accident -- the driver and a bodyguard. Yevdokimov's wife was seriously injured. The couple was heading to events to mark the 70th anniversary of the birth of cosmonaut German Titov, when the accident happened between Biysk and the Altai regional capital, Barnaul. His Mercedes was traveling at about 125mph when it hit the tree as the driver tried to overtake a car driven by Oleg Shchedbinsky, which had allegedly moved into the wrong lane to make a turn, and had to veer to avoid a collision. Shchedbinsky was arrested for failing to yield to Yevdokimov's car, which had a flashing light on the roof. He was found guilty and sentenced to four years in a penal colony.
986. Date: November 26, 2005
Victim: U.S. Congressmen Tim Murphy, Ike Skelton, and Jim Marshall
Location: Baghdad, Iraq
Details: A military vehicle carrying US politicians reportedly overturned on the way to the Baghdad airport, injuring two congressmen. Representative Tim Murphy was airlifted to a military hospital in Germany for an MRI on his neck, and Representative Ike Skelton was sent to a Baghdad hospital. Representative Jim Marshall was in the vehicle, but was not hurt. The politicians were riding in a convoy in the middle of the road, a common practice used by the military to deter oncoming motorists. Shortly after dark, an oncoming truck refused to yield. Their vehicle reportedly hit its brakes, hit something and went off the side of the road, and tipped over. The delegation had traveled to Afghanistan for Thanksgiving with the troops and then on to Baghdad to meet with troops there.
987. Date: December 1, 2005
Victim: Prime Minister Alexander Merkulov
Location: North Ossetia
Details: Merkulov was seriously injured and his bodyguard was killed when their car reportedly crashed on the Kavkaz highway.
988. Date: January 8, 2006
Victim: Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
Location: Los Angeles, California
Details: Schwarzenegger was riding a motorcycle with his son in a sidecar. A female motorist pulled out in front of him. He struck the car at low speed. Schwarzenegger was taken to the hospital and received fifteen stitches in his upper lip. Both were wearing helmets, but Schwarzenegger was criticized for not having a valid motorcycle endorsement on his license. His protective detail was reportedly following in another vehicle.
989. Date: May 13, 2006
Victim: Senator Edward Kennedy
Location: Massachusetts
Details: The eight-seat Cessna Citation 550 plane carrying Kennedy was en route from North Adams to his Cape Cod home when it was struck by lightning. The plane reportedly lost all electrical power, including communications. The pilot had to fly the plane manually and was diverted to New Haven, Connecticut. No one was hurt.
990. Date: October 5, 2006
Victim: Senator Jim Inhofe
Location: Tulsa, Oklahoma
Details: The small private RV-8 plane Inhofe was flying spun out of control after landing at a Tulsa airport. It fishtailed and spun around a few times, but didn't turn over. Inhofe and his aide were not injured, but the aircraft was significantly damaged. Inhofe is a veteran pilot who owns several planes.
991. Date: April 12, 2007
Victim: Governor Jon Corzine
Location: Galloway Township, New Jersey
Details: Corzine was being driven on the Garden State Parkway at 91mph in a state police Chevrolet Suburban. Another state police SUV was providing follow-up coverage. He was enroute to a meeting in Princeton. Corzine's vehicle ran off the road to avoid a collision and struck a guardrail. Corzine was not wearing a seatbelt and suffered a compound fracture to his left femur, broken collarbone, broken sternum, and 11 broken ribs. He was flown by helicopter to a hospital where he underwent three surgeries and was released 18 days later.





Section 2B: Sudden Illness/Medical Emergency
Two U.S. Presidents have died suddenly during medical crises while in office: Warren G. Harding in 1923, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt in 1945. Both men died of cerebral hemorrhages.
On July 4, 1850, President Zachary Taylor attended a ceremony to lay the cornerstone of the Washington Monument. During that hot afternoon, he consumed large quantities of iced milk, cold cherries, and pickled cucumbers. He died five days later, the result of gastroenteritis. Some medical experts believed that he fell victim to typhus or cholera, while others speculated that he was the victim of arsenic poisoning. In 1991, Taylor's body was exhumed and tested with modern medical methods. The result: No evidence of arsenic poisoning. Taylor was diagnosed with "cholera morbus," a term that included diarrhea and dysentery, which was commonly spread at the time by unsanitary conditions.
Regardless of Taylor's malady, sudden illness can strike down a president or king as easily as it can a homeless beggar. In many cases, whether or not the protectee survives will depend on the bodyguard's knowledge and skill as a first responder to keep him or her alive until they can reach medical assistance. The following incidents are a small sampling of the medical emergencies handled by protective personnel on a daily basis.
992. Date: May 4, 1981
Victim: President George H. W. Bush
Location: Camp David, Maryland
Details: While jogging at Camp David, Bush developed shortness of breath, chest tightness, and a general feeling of fatigue. A White House physician discovered Bush had a rapid irregular heartbeat, ultimately diagnosed as atrial fibrillation due to hyperthyroidism. Bush was transferred to Bethesda Naval Hospital by helicopter. After treatment with drugs, his heart rhythm returned to normal. The following morning, however, atrial fibrillation recurred. Bush returned to the White House later that day.
993. Date: August 14, 1991
Victim: Governor Richard Snelling
Location: Montpelier, Vermont
Details: Snelling had a fatal heart attack while cleaning his swimming pool. His bodyguard arrived later to pick Snelling up at his residence and found him dead.
994. Date: January 8, 1992
Victim: President George H.W. Bush
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: Bush collapsed during a state dinner and vomited on himself. Secret Service agents surrounded him, covered his soiled clothing, and removed him to his limousine. His physician attended to him.
995. Date: September 14, 1993
Victim: French President Francois Mitterand
Location: Seoul, South Korea
Details: Mitterand became sick at an official ceremony and suddenly sat down. Bodyguards rushed him to a bathroom where he vomited.
996. Date: October 13, 1993
Victim: Prime Minister Erskine Sandiford
Location: Barbados
Details: Sandiford went jogging and later collapsed at a business meeting from an apparent heart attack. He was rushed to the hospital and survived.
997. Date: October 14, 1993
Victim: President Carlos Menem
Location: Buenos Aires, Argentina
Details: Menem complained of dizziness and was found to have a blocked carotid artery. He underwent immediate surgery.
998. Date: October 21, 1993
Victim: Empress Michiko
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: Michiko collapsed on her 59th birthday of an apparent stroke. A neurologist treated her.
999. Date: March 22, 1994
Victim: Former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
Location: Chile
Details: Thatcher passed out while delivering a speech to 500 businessmen. Bodyguards caught her as she slumped over.
1000. Date: July 8, 1994
Victim: Governor Jim Edgar
Location: Downers Grove, Illinois
Details: Edgar had to undergo emergency quadruple bypass surgery on his heart. In October 1992, he underwent an angioplasty to clear blocked arteries.
1001. Date: December 5, 1994
Victim: Washington Senator Slade Gorton
Location: Boston, Massachusetts
Details: Gorton suffered a mild heart attack while jogging and was rushed to the hospital.
1002. Date: December 28, 1994
Victim: Lieutenant Governor Connie Binsfield
Location: Lansing, Michigan
Details: Binsfield fainted from low blood sugar and was flown by helicopter to a hospital for treatment.
1003. Date: January 10, 1995
Victim: Lieutenant Governor Connie Binsfield
Location: Lansing, Michigan
Details: Governor Engler took Binsfield to the hospital after she complained of illness. She underwent quadruple bypass surgery.
1004. Date: June 6, 1995
Victim: Evangelist Billy Graham
Location: Toronto, Canada
Details: Suffering from Parkinson's and the flu, Graham collapsed during a speech to 250,000 people. He was rushed to the hospital.
1005. Date: July 5, 1995
Victim: Governor Lawton Chiles
Location: Tallahassee, Florida
Details: Chiles suffered an apparent stroke while on a fishing trip and was rushed to the hospital. He was released on July 7.
1006. Date: July 11, 1995
Victim: President Boris Yeltsin
Location: Moscow, Russia
Details: Yeltsin was rushed to the hospital in the early morning hours with an apparent heart attack. He had been plagued with numerous reports of drinking and health problems.
1007. Date: December 19, 1995
Victim: Governor General Nita Barrow
Location: Georgetown, Barbados
Details: Barrow collapsed and died at a Christmas party.
1008. Date: February 9, 1996
Victim: Governor John Kitzhaber
Location: Portland, Oregon
Details: Kitzhaber was rushed to the hospital suffering from chest pains. He was admitted to intensive care with a possible heart attack.
1009. Date: April 14, 1996
Victim: Lieutenant Governor Barbara Snelling
Location: Montpelier, Vermont
Details: Snelling suffered a cerebral hemorrhage and passed out. She regained consciousness a day later, but was listed in very serious condition. A four-hour operation was done to prevent further bleeding.
1010. Date: May 16, 1996
Victim: PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat
Location: Amman, Jordan
Details: Arafat's doctor denied reports that Arafat had suffered a mild stroke. He said Arafat was only suffering from exhaustion and the flu.
1011. Date: May 18, 1996
Victim: Governor William Weld
Location: Waltham, Massachusetts
Details: During a commencement at Bentley College, Weld collapsed while receiving an honorary doctorate. He was taken on a stretcher to an ambulance and then to Massachusetts Deaconess-Waltham Hospital for 24 hours of observation. Doctors could find nothing wrong.
1012. Date: September 2, 1997
Victim: Governor Benjamin Cayetano
Location: Honolulu, Hawaii
Details: Doctors said a bleeding ulcer caused Cayetano to collapse at Washington Place, the Governor's Mansion. He was rushed to the hospital where he recovered.
1013. Date: November 26, 1997
Victim: Attorney General Janet Reno
Location: Mexico City, Mexico
Details: While attending a conference, Reno became sick and fainted. An FBI bodyguard caught her and lowered her to the floor. She was hospitalized overnight for fatigue and gallstones, and then released.
1014. Date: December 12, 1998
Victim: Governor Lawton Chiles
Location: Tallahassee, Florida
Details: Chiles suffered a heart attack during a daily workout in the Mansion gymnasium and died. His body was found by one of his bodyguards. He was attended by emergency crews from Tallahassee and Leon County, but could not be revived. He was pronounced dead where his body was found, shortly after 4:00 p.m., next to his exercise cycling machine.
1015. Date: September 28, 1998
Victim: Attorney General Janet Reno
Location: Clinton, Maryland
Details: Reno fainted while attending a church service and was taken to the hospital. She suffers from Parkinson's disease.
1016. Date: December 17, 1999
Victim: Presidential Candidate (Senator) Bill Bradley
Location: San Francisco, California
Details: Bradley canceled several campaign appearances in California after experiencing an irregular heartbeat. He went to a hospital expecting to receive a mild electric shock to the heart, a common treatment for the condition called atrial fibrillation. But by the time he arrived, his heart was normal again.
1017. Date: February 24, 2000
Victim: Former President George H.W. Bush
Location: Naples, Florida
Details: Following a photo opportunity, Bush complained of being lightheaded. The Secret Service checked him into a hospital, where he spent three nights. He suffers from an irregular heartbeat.
1018. Date: April 1, 2000
Victim: Mayor Richard Daley
Location: Chicago, Illinois
Details: Daley was rushed by ambulance from his home to the hospital after suffering chest pains. He was hospitalized for tests and later released.
1019. Date: April 2, 2000
Victim: Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: Obuchi complained of fatigue and was taken to the hospital. He suffered a stroke and lapsed into a coma. At least three Japanese prime ministers have died while in office.
1020. Date: October 1, 2000
Victim: Prime Minister Roosevelt Douglas
Location: Portsmouth, Dominica
Details: Douglas was found dead at his home. He had just returned from a long trip. No official cause of death was given. A family member said he might have died from a heart attack.
1021. Date: March 5, 2001
Victim: Vice President Dick Cheney
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Cheney checked himself into George Washington University Hospital after feeling chest pains over a three-day period. Doctors performed an angioplasty procedure. In 1988 he had quadruple bypass to clear clogged arteries. After suffering a slight heart attack in November 2000, he had a stint placed in an artery that was 90 percent blocked. As of March 2001, he has suffered four heart attacks.
1022. Date: June 23, 2001
Victim: President Fidel Castro
Location: Havana, Cuba
Details: Castro, wearing his traditional long-sleeved uniform, was delivering a speech to tens of thousands under a hot sun. His body suddenly began to slump to the right. The live cameras pulled away and focused on the crowd. Castro then appeared to faint and was helped off stage. Ten minutes later he returned and told the crowd not to worry, he was merely tired and needed rest.
1023. Date: January 12, 2002
Victim: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Bush was watching a football game on TV and eating pretzels. He reportedly choked on a pretzel and lost consciousness for a few seconds. White House medical personnel treated him.
1024. Date: January 30, 2002
Victim: Former Attorney General Janet Reno
Location: Rochester, New York
Details: Reno was addressing a large crowd at the University of Rochester. She suddenly told the audience, "If you will excuse me, I'm going to have to sit down." She then fell hard to the floor behind the podium, appearing to hit her head on the way down. Audience members came to her aid and she was taken to a hospital. She had been on a busy campaign tour, running for governor of Florida. She was diagnosed in 1995 with Parkinson's disease.
1025. Date: March 26, 2003
Victim: Governor Tauese P. F. Sunia of American Samoa
Location: Honolulu, Hawaii
Details: Sunia passed away while onboard a flight to Hawaii for medical treatment.
1026. Date: April 21, 2003
Victim: President Geidar Aliev
Location: Baku, Azerbaijan
Details: During a ceremony before 2,000 people marking the 30th anniversary of a military academy, Aliev suddenly clutched his chest and complained of pain. "Something has struck me," he said before the broadcast was cut. A witness in the hall said Aliev stumbled, but aides caught him before he fell. They called for a doctor and took him off-stage, instructing the crowd to remain in their seats. Aliev then returned to the rostrum 15 minutes later, appearing pale, and resumed his speech. He then collapsed again, hitting his head on the floor with a loud thud. The broadcast was cut again and journalists were ushered out of the hall. He returned a few minutes later to the rostrum, wished the crowd success, and ducked behind the curtains. He'd had a heart attack in 1987, underwent heart surgery in 1999, and had a hernia operation only a month before his speech.
1027. Date: September 3, 2004
Victim: Former President Bill Clinton
Location: New York, New York
Details: Clinton was hospitalized with chest pains and shortness of breath. An angiogram showed he had significant blockage in his arteries, but had not suffered a heart attack. He underwent quadruple bypass surgery and recovered within a few weeks.
1028. Date: October 19, 2004
Victim: Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: London, England
Details: Blair was spending the weekend at Chequers, his official country residence, when he felt ill and was first taken to a local hospital, then to London's Hammersmith Hospital. There it was established he had an irregular heartbeat and a cardioversion was administered to regulate it. Cardioversion is the use of an electrical stimulus to restore a normal rhythm. Blair was sedated for 20 minutes during the procedure. He returned to work after a few days rest.
1029. Date: April 29, 2004
Victim: Attorney General John Ashcroft
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Ashcroft canceled an appearance, because he was feeling ill. His conditioned worsened. On the advice of a White House physician, he was taken to George Washington University Hospital for evaluation. He was diagnosed with a severe case of gallstone pancreatitis and was hospitalized in intensive care.
1030. Date: November 13, 2004
Victim: Vice President Dick Cheney
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Cheney was taken to George Washington University Hospital after complaining of shortness of breath. He underwent several tests and went home after three hours. It was blamed on a bad cold.
1031. Date: January 31, 2005
Victim: Senator Hillary Clinton
Location: Buffalo, New York
Details: Clinton collapsed during a speech, moments after complaining of a stomach virus. A doctor in the crowd treated her and she left the event without further assistance.
1032. Date: December 6, 2005
Victim: Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
Location: Sacramento, California
Details: Schwarzenegger was reportedly taken to the hospital with a rapid heartbeat after coming down with the stomach flu. He was released from the UC Davis Medical Center after several hours when doctors determined his heart was functioning normally. Schwarzenegger had heart surgery in 1997 to repair a congenital valve problem. An occasional rapid heartbeat is common after that type of operation. The governor resumed a normal schedule, appearing in good health as he met with top advisors in his office.
1033. Date: October 6, 2006
Victim: Fashion Designer Yves Saint Laurent
Location: Paris, France
Details: Laurent collapsed in the road outside his boutique next to his Mercedes. He had just hosted a fashion show. Aides rushed to assist him, and medics quickly arrived and rushed him to the hospital.





Section 2C: Wrong Place/Wrong Time/Wrong Associations
No one is immune from crime.
A governor from a Midwestern state went on a trade mission to Romania. When he got off the plane, he wore a white cowboy hat that he had recently received at a governor's conference in Oklahoma. He quickly found himself surrounded by Romanian children, pulling at his clothes and asking (in English!) for money. The hat identified him as "a wealthy American" and created a situation where he could be victimized -- indeed several children were attempting to pick his pockets as his protective detail hustled him to a safe area.
In the following sampling of incidents, the public figure was the victim of a crime rather than the target for assassination, assault, or kidnapping.
1034. Date: February 13, 1976
Victim: Actor Sal Mineo
Location: West Hollywood, California
Details: Mineo pulled his car into the carport behind his apartment late at night. As he was walking inside, Lionel Ray Williams lunged out of the shadows and stabbed him in the chest with a large knife. Neighbor's heard Mineo shout, but he died before help could arrive. The death went unsolved for three years. Williams was arrested in Michigan for forging checks. He bragged about killing Mineo to his cellmate, and was overheard by a prison guard. His cell was bugged and police arrested him for Mineo's murder. On February 14, 1979, Williams was sentenced to life in prison for the murder. He had killed Mineo to rob him for money to fund his drug habit.
1035. Date: June 29, 1978
Victim: Actor Bob Crane
Location: Scottsdale, Arizona
Details: Crane was beaten to death with a camera tripod in the bedroom of his apartment. The crime went untried until 1994, when his friend, John Carpenter, was arrested for the murder. Following an eight-week trial, the jury deliberated for two and a half days before they acquitted him of the charges. Carpenter died of a heart attack in September 1998.
1036. Date: August 30, 1990
Victim: Assistant District Attorney Sean Healy
Location: New York, New York
Details: Healy was shopping in a grocery store when a drive-by shooting occurred. Five bullets were fired into the store. Healy was hit once in the head and killed.
1037. Date: June 17, 1991
Victim: Former President Jimmy Carter
Location: Miami, Florida
Details: Carter was working at a construction site when several shots were fired from a passing car, wounding another worker in the head.
1038. Date: June 20, 1991
Victim: Mayor David Dinkins
Location: New York, New York
Details: Dinkins was making an anti-gun speech at a housing project when a man fired six shots from a TEC-9 assault weapon. The shots were aimed at a drug dealer one block away from Dinkins, who was not injured.
1039. Date: May 28, 1992
Victim: Congressman Bob Traxler
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Traxler was entering his car when an assailant struck him on the head and robbed him of $8. Capitol Police found him lying unconscious and bleeding.
1040. Date: January 26, 1993
Victim: Venezuelan Diplomat Jesus Delgado
Location: Miami, Florida
Details: An armed robber shot Delgado to death while he was vacationing in Miami.
1041. Date: January 28, 1993
Victim: French Ambassador Philippe Bernard
Location: Kinshasa, Zaire
Details: Bernard was watching a riot from the embassy windows when two bullets, fired by rampaging soldiers, struck and killed him.
1042. Date: May 22, 1993
Victim: Deputy Premier Zlatko Lagumdzija
Location: Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina
Details: Bosnian Serbs shelled Sarajevo with mortar and artillery shells, killing 16 and wounding 129, including Lagumdzija. He was treated for shrapnel wounds to his abdomen and legs.
1043. Date: May 24, 1993
Victim: Catholic Cardinal Juan Posadas Ocampo
Location: Guadalajara, Mexico
Details: Ocampo was killed with his driver and five others while he sat in his car at the airport. The gunmen mistook him for a drug dealer and attacked with AK-47s and grenades.
1044. Date: July 5, 1993
Victim: Oil Tycoon Marvin Davis
Location: Nice, France
Details: Two men robbed Davis of $10 million in jewels as he rode with his wife and chauffeur in his limousine. His bodyguard in a follow-up car got tied up in traffic and became separated from them.
1045. Date: July 9, 1993
Victim: Missouri State Senator Jerry Howard
Location: Mobile, Alabama
Details: A gunman in the parking lot of his hotel robbed Howard during a legislative conference. He lost his wallet, $150, and camera equipment.
1046. Date: August 6, 1993
Victim: Billionaire Henry Pharon
Location: Beirut, Lebanon
Details: Pharon was found stabbed to death with his bodyguard in his hotel room. They were believed to be robbery victims.
1047. Date: February 25, 1994
Victim: Prince Charles
Location: London, England
Details: A burglar climbed the scaffolding covering St. James's Palace and broke into Charles' apartment. Several personal items were stolen.
1048. Date: September 20, 1994
Victim: Iranian Diplomat Yousef Pishknari
Location: Beijing, China
Details: A man with an AK-47 went on a shooting spree on a major street during rush hour. Pishknari, his son, and seven others were killed, and 40 wounded before police killed him.
1049. Date: October 22, 1994
Victim: Circuit Judge James Harvey
Location: Effingham, Illinois
Details: A man firing his high-powered rifle into the air struck Harvey in the throat as he stood in his garage, over one mile away.
1050. Date: November 1, 1994
Victim: Lawmaker Valentin Martemyanov
Location: Moscow, Russia
Details: Martemyanov suffered a fatal head injury when he was beaten and robbed near his home. The assailants took his briefcase and wristwatch.
1051. Date: April 11, 1995
Victim: Governor Frank Keating
Location: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Details: A shooting incident occurred within yards of the Governor's Mansion. It was a dispute between two parties and not directed at Keating.
1052. Date: October 15, 1995
Victim: Senator Barbara Mikulski
Location: Baltimore, Maryland
Details: Mikulski was walking from her car into her house late at night when a man knocked her down, stole her purse, and fled. She suffered a dislocated hand.
1053. Date: November 5, 1995
Victim: Prime Minister Jean Chretien
Location: Ottawa, Canada
Details: A man armed with a knife broke into the home of Chretien at 2:45 a.m. Mrs. Chretien heard a window break and then came face-to-face with the man. She locked the door and called the RCMP. Officers arrived moments later and arrested the man. Four bodyguards were suspended for the lapse in security and three supervisors were reassigned.
1054. Date: October 21, 1995
Victim: Teresa Heinz (wife of Senator Kerry)
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Heinz was walking from a theater with the wife of a former senator when a man pulled a gun and robbed them of their purses.
1055. Date: November 15, 1995
Victim: Former Governor Madeleine Kunin
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Kunin was walking to a subway station near her home when a man grabbed her purse and shoved her down. She struck her head on a car bumper.
1056. Date: February 25, 1996
Victim: Actor Haing S. Ngor
Location: Los Angeles, California
Details: Muggers confronted Ngor in an open parking garage outside his apartment. When he refused to turn over a gold pocket watch that held a picture of his dead wife, he was shot twice with a .38 revolver and killed by three members of the Oriental Lazyboyz street gang. The gunmen fled, but were later arrested. Ngor's car and wallet, which contained $3,000 in cash, were not taken. Three gang members were convicted in July 1999 for the murder.
1057. Date: November 7, 1996
Victim: Supreme Court Justice Ruth B. Ginsburg
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Ginsburg was walking near her home in the Watergate complex when her purse was snatched. Police later recovered some items, but she lost $40 and credit cards.
1058. Date: January 16, 1997
Victim: Ennis Cosby (son of celebrity Bill Cosby)
Location: Los Angeles, California
Details: When Cosby's Mercedes-Benz had a flat tire, he pulled off the San Diego Freeway at about 1:45 a.m. to repair it. He was gunned down in an apparent roadside robbery attempt. (Cosby hired co-author de Becker to monitor the hunt for his son's killer.) On March 13, the murderer was arrested and later convicted for the killing.
1059. Date: January 18, 1997
Victim: Actor Bill Cosby
Location: New York, New York
Details: Autumn Jackson tried to extort $40 million from Cosby, claiming he was her biological father. He admitted to having a one-time fling with Jackson's mother and had provided money to the family until Jackson turned 18, though he disputed the paternity claim. She was found guilty of extortion and sentenced to 26 months in prison; two accomplices were sentenced to five years and three months. The convictions were overturned in June 1999 on a technicality. The case was retried later, and the convictions were returned.
1060. Date: June 28, 1997
Victim: Governors
Location: Las Vegas, Nevada
Details: Governors Miller, Leavitt, and Beasley were seated at ringside during the Tyson-Holyfield fight, which ended when Tyson was disqualified for biting Holyfield. The crowd panicked when the sound of gunshots rang out. They stampeded from the arena, injuring over 40 people. The sounds were actually from breaking bottles. The governors were not injured.
1061. Date: December 29, 1997
Victim: State Legislator William Robinson Jr.
Location: Norfolk, Virginia
Details: Police searched for a man who pistol-whipped Robinson outside his law office. Robinson had come under recent criticism for frequently using his legislative privilege to delay court cases.
1062. Date: April 12, 1998
Victim: Diplomat Catherine Jones and Vice Consul David Bicker
Location: Tirana, Albania
Details: A gunman flagged down the Peugeot car driven by Jones, as she and Bicker were returning from a restaurant. The gunman shot her in the arm and Bicker in the stomach, but both survived.
1063. Date: September 11, 1998
Victim: Governor Jim Hunt
Location: Raleigh, North Carolina
Details: A boy walked unnoticed into the Governor's Mansion and went to the second-floor living quarters. The boy took an electric razor, a gold-colored knife, and a commemorative coin. He set off a motion detector as he was leaving and was caught by a state trooper. The boy told police he entered the grounds by following a car through the drive-in gate entrance. He was charged in juvenile court with larceny, and breaking and entering. The governor and his wife were away. An extensive review of security procedures was ordered.
1064. Date: March 7, 1999
Victim: HHS Secretary Donna Shalala
Location: Georgetown, Maryland
Details: Shalala withdrew money from an ATM and was walking back to her car when a man tried to grab her wallet. She rolled to the ground and began to scream. The man and a nearby woman jumped into a car, driven by another woman, and fled. Shalala noted the license number and police caught them.
1065. Date: December 3, 1999
Victim: International Banker Edmond Safra
Location: Monte Carlo, Monaco
Details: Safra's male nurse set a fire in a trashcan to create an emergency situation wherein he could save Safra's life. A sophisticated security system in the six-story building sounded the alarm immediately, and Safra believed that intruders had entered his building. He placed himself and their nanny in a bathroom that has been modified for entry-resistance. The blaze quickly spread to the domed roof of the building. It took firefighters three hours to extinguish the blaze. Safra and the nanny died of asphyxiation. Safra's wife and her granddaughter, who locked themselves in another room, were rescued. The male nurse suffered two self-inflicted wounds that he claimed were from two intruders. He later confessed to setting the fire and cutting himself with a knife.
1066. Date: February 10, 2000
Victim: Vice President Al Gore
Location: Los Angeles, California
Details: Gore was at the USC Medical Center promoting his health care proposal when gunfire erupted at a fast-food restaurant nearby. Three people were shot. Gore was scheduled to leave the hospital at that time, but the Secret Service held the motorcade for about 1/2 hour, until they were sure the area was safe.
1067. Date: June 18, 2003
Victim: Sandro Luiz da Silva (son of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva)
Location: Sao Paulo, Brazil
Details: Silva was inside his girlfriend's home when two robbers stole his car parked outside with two bodyguards inside it. The robbers shot both military bodyguards, wounding one seriously in the head, and drove the car about two miles before stealing another.
1068. Date: April 30, 2004
Victim: Supreme Court Justice David Souter
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Souter was jogging on the street at 9:00 p.m., when a group of young men assaulted him. Police took him to the Washington Hospital Center, where he was treated for minor injuries. No other details were released.
1069. Date: August 7, 2005
Victim: Singer Marc Cohn
Location: Denver, Colorado
Details: Cohn was shot in the head during an attempted carjacking near the city's convention center. Cohn recovered after doctors successfully removed a bullet from his temple. He was in Denver to play a sold-out concert at the city's botanical gardens. Joseph Yachteen reportedly fired a single shot into the singer's rented van, grazing the driver (Cohn's road manager Thomas Dube) and seriously injuring Cohn after they refused to unlock the van door for the suspect. Dube and Cohn drove away from the armed suspect and were treated and released for their respective bullet wounds.
1070. Date: October 18, 2006
Victim: Mayor Michael Bloomberg
Location: New York, New York
Details: Bloomberg's car was stolen and his assistant was punched in the face during the carjacking. Bloomberg was not in the 2001 Lexus, which was stolen while the aide was running an errand in Hackensack, New Jersey. A woman reportedly approached the window of the car and asked Bloomberg's employee for money. When he refused, a man reportedly opened the car door and began to argue. The man reportedly punched the aide in the face and wrestled him out of the car with the woman's help. The car was found about two hours later, abandoned by the side of a road. Police said they were still searching for the two suspects.







"Ah, how I'd like to kill somebody. But it must be somebody important, so it gets in the papers."
Luigi Luccheni, assassinated Empress Elizabeth of Austria, 1898





Section 3


Embarrassing Situations
Protest activity occurs somewhere in the world every day. Often, these individuals or groups target public figures at an event or at their home or office. These activities can incite ugly mobs and create potentially dangerous situations, damage property, or embarrass the protectee in the media. While some of the targeted public figures were injured in the incidents that follow, it was not the intent of the aggressors to kill or seriously injure them. Often, events simply got out of control.
Like the mob of protesters seeking attention for their cause, the pie throwers and White House fence jumpers understand the mechanics of media attention. As the acts are dutifully reported over and over, the future prankster intently watches the images unfold, and thinks, "Wow, I can do that, too!" And soon, he too is firing a cap pistol at the Pope (or perhaps a real one). What might seem bizarre to most people makes absolute sense to the attention-seeker.
Even though the perpetrators in these incidents did not intend injury, the sampling of cases does provide insight about attacker strategy, and protector response.





Section 3A: Pie Attacks and Other Thrown Objects
1071. Date: August 16, 1977
Target: Governor James Rhodes
Location: Columbus, Ohio
Details: Rhodes was attending the Ohio State Fair when protesters shouted, "Remember Kent State!" and struck him in the face with a pie, causing an eye injury.
1072. Date: October 14, 1977
Target: Activist/Celebrity Anita Bryant
Location: Des Moines, Iowa
Details: A gay rights activist posing as a journalist, hit Bryant in the face with a cream pie during an anti-gay rally. Bryant's image was badly damaged in the attack.
1073. Date: November 5, 1979
Target: Mayor Ed Koch
Location: New York, New York
Details: In the middle of Koch's speech to a crowd of 3,000 people, two men and a woman jumped on stage, struck Koch with eggs, and punched him twice. They were arrested.
1074. Date: July 18, 1980
Target: Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
Location: Cardiff, Wales
Details: Protesters bombarded Thatcher's limousine with eggs and blocked the road with their bodies. The motorcade halted for several minutes until security officers cleared the road. Earlier, police had found two IRA firebombs nearby.
1075. Date: August 28, 1990
Target: West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl
Location: Halle, East Germany
Details: Kohl stepped up to a podium to address a crowd of 5,000 people when protesters hurled tomatoes and eggs at him. Bodyguards blocked them with umbrellas.
1076. Date: June 3, 1991
Target: Prime Minister Chung Won-shik
Location: Seoul, South Korea
Details: Won-shik was delivering a lecture at Hankook University when dozens of militant students hurled eggs at him. He was then led to a playground, kicked, and doused in flour. Aides rescued him and they fled in a taxi.
1077. Date: October 23, 1991
Target: Governor Pete Wilson
Location: Los Angeles, California
Details: Hundreds of protesters hurled rocks and denounced Wilson as he spoke inside a Los Angeles hotel. Two men interrupted his speech with shouts.
1078. Date: April 1, 1992
Target: Prime Minister John Major
Location: Bath, England
Details: Major was campaigning for reelection when he was struck with eggs thrown by demonstrators.
1079. Date: April 11, 1992
Target: President F. W. de Klerk
Location: Mitchell's Plain, South Africa
Details: Thousands of protesters drowned out de Klerk's speech at a political rally. Stones and bottles were thrown at him, but batted down by bodyguards. They evacuated him to his motorcade.
1080. Date: October 3, 1992
Target: Emperor Akihito
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: A demonstrator broke through a crowd at a ceremony and threw a smoke bomb at Akihito. Bodyguards tackled the man and carried him away. There were no injuries.
1081. Date: November 8, 1992
Target: President R. von Weizsaecker and Chancellor Helmut Kohl
Location: Berlin, Germany
Details: Weizsaecker and Kohl delivered speeches from behind plastic shields held by riot police when protesters threw rocks and eggs at them. Protesters also cut a cable, halting the speeches. Neither dignitary was injured.
1082. Date: May 6, 1993
Target: Mayor Ray Flynn
Location: Boston, Massachusetts
Details: Flynn was struck in the neck with a bottle during a disturbance at South Boston High School. Three people were arrested.
1083. Date: October 19, 1993
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: Nicosia, Cyprus
Details: Three-hundred Greek Cypriot demonstrators booed and threw coins and eggs at the queen's Rolls Royce car as she and Prince Philip drove away from a ceremony.
1084. Date: February 23, 1994
Target: President F. W. de Klerk
Location: South Africa
Details: De Klerk was at a campaign stop when he was struck in the head with a rock. His bodyguards rushed him to safety.
1085. Date: May 19, 1995
Target: President Fernando Cardoso
Location: Campina Grande, Brazil
Details: Hundreds of protesters surrounded Cardoso's bus during a tour and threw rocks, breaking out windows. Troopers and soldiers broke up the crowd.
1086. Date: June 1, 1995
Target: Prince Charles
Location: Ireland
Details: While Charles was walking down a street, three IRA supporters threw eggs at him and were arrested.
1087. Date: October 15, 1995
Target: Tipper Gore (wife of Vice President Gore)
Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
Details: During a tour of a health center, protesters threw rocks at Gore's motorcade.
1088. Date: March 20, 1996
Target: U.S. Ambassador Madeleine Albright
Location: Vukovar, Croatia
Details: Serbs hurled rocks and insults at Albright's motorcade as she toured Croatia. They called her a fascist when she got out of her car.
1089. Date: June 23, 1996
Target: Pope John Paul II
Location: Berlin, Germany
Details: Angry hecklers threw paint bags at the Pope's armored vehicle, hundreds screamed, "Go to Hell" and "Burn the Pope," and a naked woman tried to run into the path of his vehicle. About two-dozen protesters were detained.
1090. Date: July 23, 1996
Target: President S. Ntibantunganya
Location: Bujumbura, Burundi
Details: Angry crowds pelted the president's helicopter with stones and cow dung as he tried to attend the mass funeral for 340 civilians massacred by Hutu rebels. He had been under constant threat of assassination since he took office in 1994. His predecessor died in a mysterious plane crash, and his wife was bayoneted to death in 1993. After the funeral incident, he fled to the U.S. Embassy for safety.
1091. Date: August 8, 1996
Target: Pope John Paul II
Location: Nantes, France
Details: Throwing pies, water-filled condoms, and leaflets, a dozen protesters disrupted a Mass, hitting some priests with pies. They were protesting the Pope's upcoming visit.
1092. Date: October 29, 1996
Target: Congress Members
Location: Caracus, Venezuela
Details: About 1,000 university students hurled firebombs and rocks at police outside Congress. They were protesting the government's austerity policies.
1093. Date: December 5, 1996
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: Manchester, Britain
Details: Two-hundred protesters surrounded the queen's car as she arrived for a function at a university. While she and Prince Philip were inside, the protesters pelted the car with eggs and pounded the windows. They were protesting cuts in education spending.
1094. Date: January 25, 1997
Target: Deputy Prime Minister Tritan Shehu
Location: Lushnja, Albania
Details: About 10,000 protesters who had lost money in get-rich-quick schemes pelted Shehu with stones and one man hit him in the back with an iron bar. They trapped Shehu inside his office for hours and chanted threats to kill him. Riot police finally rescued him, but ten officers and many reporters were also beaten.
1095. Date: March 23, 1997
Target: Governor Marc Racicot
Location: Gardiner, Montana
Details: A woman burst into a meeting and splashed a bucket of rotting bison entrails on Racicot, Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, and two U.S. Senators. She was protesting the killing of more than 1,000 bison near Yellowstone National Park. She was removed and handed over to deputies.
1096. Date: April 12, 1997
Target: Prime Minister John Major
Location: London, England
Details: Five hundred demonstrators, marching in support of fired dockworkers, threw bottles, paint, and orange smoke bombs at police guarding the entrance to 10 Downing Street. Two were arrested. Major was away on business.
1097. Date May 30, 1997
Target: Presidential Candidate Jean-Marie Le Pen
Location: Mantes-La-Jolie, France
Details: Far-right leader Le Pen became involved in a 40 minute shoving match with about 30 hecklers while campaigning. He was led into a cafe for safety, but the hecklers rained eggs and rocks on it. Police escorted him to a car that took him away.
1098. Date: November 11, 1997
Target: Fashion Designer Oscar de la Renta
Location: Tigard, Oregon
Details: A woman smashed a tofu cream pie in de la Renta's face as he signed autographs. She shouted, "Shame on you for using fur!" as security guards surrounded her. She was arrested.
1099. Date: February 4, 1998
Target: Microsoft CEO Bill Gates
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Details: As he entered a building to meet with computer industry and government leaders, Gates was struck in the face with three cream pies from different directions. The three pie throwers were members of a group that "pies" famous people. Their previous targets included filmmaker Bernard-Henri Levy and actress Brigitte Bardot. Two were detained and released, the third escaped.
1100. Date: February 12, 1998
Target: Proctor & Gamble CEO John Pepper
Location: Columbus, Ohio
Details: A woman walked onto the stage where Pepper was receiving an award from Ohio Governor Voinovich. She pushed a tofu cream pie into Pepper's face, and shouted, "P & G poisons animals! Shame on you!" She was arrested.
1101. Date: October 27, 1998
Target: Monsanto CEO Robert Shapiro
Location: San Francisco, California
Details: Shapiro had delivered a speech on genetic engineering at the Fairmont Hotel. He left the stage and stopped to engage a heckler, when two protesters struck him in the face with tofu cream pies. Shapiro wiped his glasses and continued to argue with the heckler, until security personnel escorted him out. The protesters were arrested for battery.
1102. Date: October 31, 1998
Target: World Trade Organization Director Renato Ruggiero
Location: London, England
Details: After finishing his speech at the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 20 members of the Bionic Baking Brigade rushed up at shoved cakes onto Ruggiero's head. No police or security guards were present and none were called. Ruggiero remained calm and said, "This is not bad cake."
1103. Date: November 8, 1998
Target: Mayor Willie Brown
Location: San Francisco, California
Details: As Brown was starting a news conference, several protesters threw pies at him. He grabbed one protester for the police and two others were arrested. The group, the Bionic Baking Brigade, and had carried out four other recent pie attacks. They were protesting the rising number of evictions in the city.
1104. Date: December 2, 1998
Target: Dutch Politician Frits Bolkestein
Location: Leiden, The Netherlands
Details: Bolkestein had just begun his speech at Leiden University when protesters struck him with three cream pies. He was targeted because of his populist, right-wing views of immigrants.
1105. Date: January 4, 1999
Target: Dutch Finance Minister Gerrit Zalm
Location: Leiden, The Netherlands
Details: Zalm was attending the opening of the Amsterdam Stock Exchange when protesters struck him with two cream pies.
1106. Date: January 6, 1999
Target: TV Celebrity Noel Edmonds
Location: London, England
Details: Edmonds, the host of the television show "House Party," was filming for his show on the street when two pie throwers attacked him. He laughed off the incident and said, "I can take a joke."
1107. Date: February 17, 1999
Target: Proctor and Gamble CEO John Pepper
Location: Evanston, Illinois
Details: During Pepper's speech at Northwestern University, two female PETA animal-rights protesters smashed pies in his face. He wiped his face and continued with his speech. The protesters were charged with disorderly conduct.
1108. Date: March 25, 1999
Target: Governor Jesse Ventura
Location: Minneapolis, Minnesota
Details: As Ventura was leaving the Whittier Community Center gym for a speech to the crowd outside, a protester threw a pie at him. It hit his trooper bodyguard on the head, grazed two other staffers, and a small piece hit Ventura on the left arm. The pie was thrown as Ventura walked past a group of protesters behind a police line. The thrower was not identified.
1109. Date: March 11, 1999
Target: Chevron CEO Kenneth Derr
Location: San Francisco, California
Details: As Derr arrived at a high school to make a speech, six environmental protesters pelted him with pies and escaped. Derr toweled himself off and then went ahead with the speech.
1110. Date: May 13, 1999
Target: Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer
Location: Bielefeld, Germany
Details: An antiwar activist hit Fischer in the head with a red paint balloon as he was sitting on the stage for a conference. Fischer suffered a burst eardrum from the assault, which was against his support of NATO's bombing campaign against Yugoslavia. He was taken to the hospital for treatment. The balloon contained a mixture of paint and foul-smelling butyric acid.
1111. Date: January 2000
Target: Scientist Keith Campbell
Location: Sussex, England
Details: Campbell, co-creator of Dolly the cloned sheep, was delivering a talk. Members of the group PIE (People Insurgent Everywhere) hit him in the face with a custard pie.
1112. Date: February 2, 2000
Target: Agriculture Minister Nick Brown
Location: London, England
Details: Brown was addressing angry farmers at a National Farmers' Union conference. A female protester, wearing a press credential, darted up and smeared a chocolate cake in his face. She then escaped. Brown dismissed it as a "silly stunt."
1113. Date: May 1, 2000
Target: Governor George Ryan
Location: Carbondale, Illinois
Details: Following a political forum, an SIUC student struck Ryan in the face with a pie while members of the media surrounded him. Trooper bodyguards quickly whisked Ryan away. The student wanted to bring attention to Ryan's corruption. She was arrested.
1114. Date: May 2000
Target: Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Glickman was making a speech when a PETA protester approached the podium and struck him in the head with a pie. Bodyguards rushed in, grabbed up the woman, and took her off-stage where she was handcuffed and arrested.
1115. Date: August 2000
Target: Prime Minister Jean Chretien
Location: Montreal, Canada
Details: Chretien was greeting people at a local festival along with eight bodyguards. A man protesting "crimes against Canadians," evaded Chretien's security guards and approached him. As Chretien was about to shake his hand, the man pulled a cream pie from under his jacket and smashed it in Chretien's face. Mounties arrested the man for assault.
1116. Date: November 2000
Target: U.S. Chief U.N. Negotiator Frank Loy
Location: The Hague, The Netherlands
Details: Loy was delivering a daily briefing at a U.N. conference on climate change, when a protester jumped up from the front row of seats, pulled a cream pie out of her bag, and hit him in the face with it.
1117. Date: November 30, 2000
Target: Former Chancellor Helmut Kohl
Location: Berlin, Germany
Details: Kohl was signing copies of his memoirs at a book signing. A man joined a line of people waiting for an autograph. When it was his turn, he lunged forward and struck Kohl in the face with a cream cake. A press photographer began taking pictures and Kohl ordered him to stop, as he calmly wiped his face clean. Bodyguards from the federal BKA police and six security officers were in the immediate area surrounding Kohl.
1118. Date: December 10, 2000
Target: President Emil Constantinescu
Location: Bucharest, Romania
Details: Constantinescu had just finished voting in the election when a man approached him to talk about his troubles. As they walked along, the man threw a small bottle of blue dye in the president's face, before police took him away. Bodyguards helped Constantinescu wipe his face clean.
1119. Date: January 9, 2001
Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: Bristol, England
Details: A tomato struck Blair in the back as he entered the City of Bristol College to open a new campus. An aide wiped his jacket, leaving a large red stain. Protesters lobbed more tomatoes and other fruit, but missed. They were protesting Britain's policy toward Iraq. Two women and a man were arrested.
1120. Date: April 1, 2001
Target: State Senator Carol Flynn
Location: Minneapolis, Minnesota
Details: Flynn was knocked down outside the Senate Chamber of the Capitol Building when a man struck her in the face with a cream pie. He was protesting a highway re-routing project. She was assigned a temporary security detail of state troopers.
1121. Date: May 1, 2001
Target: Foreign Minister Thorbjoern Jagland
Location: Oslo, Norway
Details: Jagland had just finished his May Day speech when protesters threw a cream pie in his face, for his "drift to the right." He laughed off the attack and called cream pie throwing "an epidemic." The week before, a teenage girl had thrown a cream cake in the face of local government minister Silvia Brustad to protest housing shortages for young people.
1122. Date: May 16, 2001
Target: Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott
Location: Rhyl, North Wales
Details: Prescott got off a bus at a campaign stop and followed police along a crowd of 30 protesters. A man threw an egg, striking Prescott in the head, and Prescott retaliated by punching the man in the face. The two began to brawl and the man pushed Prescott back against a wall before police dragged him off. Prescott then made his way into the building. The man was arrested for assault.
1123. Date: May 17, 2001
Target: Former President Bill Clinton
Location: Warsaw, Poland
Details: Clinton was jeered by anti-globalization protesters and hit by an egg while visiting Poland on a speaking tour. The egg struck his sleeve, and police arrested the man.
1124. Date: June 8, 2001
Target: Victorian Premier Steven Philip Bracks
Location: Melbourne, Australia
Details: Bracks was walking along holding the hand of an Aboriginal boy at the Magistrate's Court Building, when a protester struck Bracks with a cream pie. The boy fell and suffered bruising. The protester was arrested on several charges of assault and reckless conduct.
1125. Date: June 12, 2001
Target: Fashion Designers Calvin Klein and Karl Lagerfield
Location: New York, New York
Details: Klein and Lagerfield were walking up the red carpet at the 20th annual American Fashion Awards at Lincoln Center. Two animal rights activists stormed up yelling, "Fur pimp," and "Fur kills," and threw two tofu pies. Their aim was at Lagerfield, but they struck Klein. Two other protesters threw two more pies from behind a barricaded area. Six members of PETA were arrested for disorderly conduct.
1126. Date: July 2, 2001
Target: President Alexander Lukashenko
Location: Minsk, Belarus
Details: An unemployed man lobbed a tomato at Lukashenko during a celebration for Independence Day. The man was jailed for seven days for hooliganism.
1127. Date: September 5, 2001
Target: King Carl XVI Gustaf
Location: Varberg, Sweden
Details: While the king and queen visited a park with about 500 onlookers, a protester rushed forward, squeezed past bodyguards, and threw a cream cake into the king's face. The youth was immediately arrested.
1128. Date: August 14, 2001
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Estes Park, Colorado
Details: A man was arrested for allegedly urging people to throw rolls of toilet paper decorated with Bush's face at the presidential motorcade as it drove past. The man was charged with disturbing the peace.
1129. Date: October 13, 2001
Target: Opposition Leader Morgan Tsvangirai
Location: Kadoma, Zimbabwe
Details: A mob of about 70 people hurled stones at Tsvangirai's car, smashing the windows as he traveled to a party meeting. His car was also attacked July 27 by stone-throwing youths, smashing the windows. No one was injured and none of the attackers were arrested.
1130. Date: April 13, 2002
Target: Presidential Candidate Francois Bayrou
Location: Rennes, France
Details: As Bayrou campaigned at an open market, two youths hit him in the face with cream pies. They were protesting the fact that Bayrou had slapped a boy who tried to pick his pocket earlier in the week.
1131. Date: April 17, 2002
Target: Prime Minister Lionel Jospin (Presidential Candidate)
Location: Rennes, France
Details: As Jospin was walking through a crowd at a political rally, two protesting teenagers squirted him in the face with ketchup. He stopped to wipe it off, then left the hall to admonish his attackers. He later returned to the rally, wearing a clean shirt.
1132. Date: July 9, 2002
Target: Prime Minister Edmund Stoiber
Location: Hamburg, Bavaria
Details: While addressing an unruly crowd, people lobbed eggs and tomatoes at Stoiber. Security guards blocked the thrown objects with umbrellas.
1133. Date: November 22, 2002
Target: Secretary General Lord Robertson
Location: Prague, Czech Republic
Details: Roberson was delivering the closing press conference at a NATO summit. Two young Russian protesters shouted, "NATO is worse than the Gestapo," and threw two tomatoes at Robertson, missing him. Security guards escorted the men away. Despite heavy protection, the men had entered the summit posing as reporters.
1134. Date: March 18, 2003
Target: Prime Minister Anders Fogh Rasmussen
Location: Copenhagen, Denmark
Details: Rasmussen was on his way to a news conference in the Parliament when a peace activist poured red paint from two plastic containers onto Rasmussen. Paint also struck Foreign Minister Per Stig Moeller. Security guards wrestled the activist away and he was arrested. He was protesting Rasmussen's pro-U.S. stand against Iraq.
1135. Date: May 4, 2003
Target: Italian Activist Luca Casarini
Location: New York, New York
Details: Casarini had just entered a feminist bookstore where he was scheduled to speak on anti-authoritarianism and academia. A male protester stood in front of Casarini to block his view and blew a whistle to capture everyone's attention. Then a feminist protester brought a cream pie out from under her coat and hit Casarini in the face with it. She then fled out the door, as her male companion handed out a communique.
1136. Date: June 1, 2003
Target: Reverend Fred Phelps
Location: Des Moines, Iowa
Details: An anti-gay protest group stood behind barricades at the Lincoln High School graduation, because the school was giving a scholarship to a gay student. The group was from Phelps' congregation in Topeka, Kansas. Shortly before the graduation began, four people dressed in black and carrying messenger bags, approached Phelps' group and threw cream pies at them. Police charged the four with disorderly conduct.
1137. Date: July 6, 2003
Target: House Speaker Dennis Hastert
Location: Dixon, Illinois
Details: A man was arrested for felony aggravated battery after tossing a water balloon at Hastert during a parade. The balloon broke on an antique fire truck driven by Hastert, who got wet.
1138. Date: July 7, 2003
Target: Premier Ralph Klein
Location: Calgary, Alberta
Details: Klein was attending his annual "Stampede Breakfast," when a young man rushed forward and slammed a cream pie into his face. Security officials quickly apprehended the man and two others believed involved in the incident. They were charged with assault.
1139. Date: August 12, 2003
Target: Consumer Advocate Ralph Nader
Location: San Francisco, California
Details: Nader was participating in a press conference when a man ran into the room, shoved a cream pie into Nader's face, and then made a quick exit. Nader was there to endorse a Green Party candidate for the California governor's race.
1140. Date: August 28, 2003
Target: U.S. Trade Official Peter Allgeier
Location: Rio de Janerio, Brazil
Details: During a meeting, a university student rushed forward and smashed a cream pie into Allgeier's face. The student belonged to the protest group Bakers Without Borders.
1141. Date: September 3, 2003
Target: Gubernatorial Candidate Arnold Schwarzenegger
Location: Long Beach, California
Details: Schwarzenegger attended a large political rally on a university campus, attended by several thousand students. As he walked along a path lined with people, he was struck on the left shoulder with an egg. A security agent immediately brushed off the egg and helped Schwarzenegger to remove his jacket, all done without breaking stride on the way to the stage. The candidate later joked, "Now the guy owes me some bacon." Video of the incident was played on the Oprah Winfrey Show, presenting the candidate in a favorable light because of his humor.
1142. Date: September 20, 2003
Target: Israeli Minister Natan Sharansky
Location: Rutgers University, New Jersey
Details: Sharansky was about to speak at a university event when a college student struck him in the face with a cream pie. The student was charged with disorderly conduct.
1143. Date: September 26, 2003
Target: Illusionist David Blaine
Location: London, England
Details: Blaine had locked himself in an acrylic glass box in a stunt to go 44 days without food. About half way through his stunt, Henry Cookson built a catapult and fired several paint bombs, one scoring a direct hit on Blaine's box. Police arrested Cookson for criminal damage.
1144. Date: December 22, 2003
Target: Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Maher
Location: Jerusalem, Israel
Details: Maher, on his first visit to Israel in more than two years, was at the Al Aqsa Mosque in the Old City of Jerusalem when a small group of extremist worshippers started shouting at him and trying to assault him. Bodyguards surrounded him and hustled him out of the compound, supporting him briefly as he appeared to lose his balance. Witnesses heard him saying, "I'm going to choke, I'm going to choke," as Muslims threw shoes at him both inside and outside the mosque.
1145. Date: March 17, 2004
Target: World Bank President John Wolfensohn and Slovenian Minister for Finance Dusan Mramor
Location: Ljubljana, Slovenia
Details: Anti-globalization protesters threw paint in the faces of Wolfensohn and Mramor as they walked in front of the government palace.
1146. Date: March 31, 2004
Target: Businessman George Soros
Location: Kiev, Ukraine
Details: Soros was attending a human rights forum when two young men burst into the room and poured glue and water on him. Security personnel led the men from the room while they shouted anti-Soros statements.
1147. Date: April 25, 2004
Target: National Front Leader Jean-Marie Le Pen
Location: Manchester, England
Details: About 100 demonstrators emptied a garbage can on Le Pen's car and pelted it with eggs, as he left a press conference for the far-right, anti-immigration, British National Party. Le Pen was under heavy security by British police and private bodyguards, who fought with protesters attempting to block his car from leaving.
1148. Date: May 19, 2004
Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: London, England
Details: While Blair was making a speech in Parliament, two men seated in the gallery each threw a condom filled with purple powder, striking Blair in the shoulder. Fearing a toxic substance, Parliament was evacuated and both men were arrested for disorderly conduct. They were protesting Fathers' Rights.
1149. Date: September 24, 2004
Target: Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych
Location: Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine
Details: A thrown object struck Yanukovych while campaigning. The object was originally reported as being a rock, but later as an egg. He fell to the ground and was rushed away by security personnel. He was later reported to be in stable condition in a hospital. A teen was reportedly arrested.
1150. Date: October 21, 2004
Target: Columnist Ann Coulter
Location: Tucson, Arizona
Details: Two men ran onstage and threw custard pies at Coulter as she was giving a speech to a University of Arizona crowd. She saw them charging her, turned, and ran toward the rear of the stage. One pie missed and the other grazed her shoulder. The men were tackled and arrested.
1151. Date: December 31, 2004
Target: Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi
Location: Rome, Italy
Details: Berlusconi was slightly injured when a tourist threw a camera tripod at him in a packed Rome square. Berlusconi was hit behind the ear by the tripod, during an impromptu walkabout in Piazza Navona shortly after sunset. Berlusconi was bruised in the attack and saw a doctor as a precautionary measure. The assailant was seized immediately after the assault, and reportedly stated, "I did it because I hate him. I certainly didn't plan this, but when I saw him there greeting the crowds, I couldn't stop myself."
1152. Date: March 29, 2005
Target: Editor William Kristol
Location: Richmond, Indiana
Details: Kristol was lecturing at Earlham College when a man jumped onto the stage and splattered him with an ice cream pie. Members of the audience jeered the student as he walked off the stage, then applauded as Kristol wiped the goo off his face with a paper towel and said, "Just let me finish this point."
1153. Date: March 31, 2005
Target: Commentator Pat Buchanan
Location: Kalamazoo, Michigan
Details: Buchanan was addressing a crowd of students at Western Michigan University, when a student jumped up in front of the lectern and hurled salad dressing on him. The student shouted, "Stop the bigotry." He was arrested. Buchanan stated, "Thank you all for coming, but I'm going to have to get my hair washed."
1154. Date: April 6, 2005
Target: Activist David Horowitz
Location: Indianapolis, Indiana
Details: Horowitz had just started a lecture at Butler University when he was struck with a pie. Horowitz's supporters followed the assailants out of the hall, and confronted them with what a witness called "pushing and shoving." However, the attackers got away. After the incident, Horowitz completed his lecture.
1155. Date: June 19, 2005
Target: Actor Tom Cruise
Location: London, England
Details: Cruise was attending a movie premier and was moving along a press line, answering questions from reporters. One reporter held out a fake mike, and squirted Cruise in the face with water. Cruise kept his cool, and lectured the prankster, finally calling him a "jerk" several times. He then turned and walked away. Police arrested four men, but Cruise did not press charges. They were reportedly working on a televised comedy program, which involves playing pranks on celebrities and members of the public.
1156. Date: October 8, 2005
Target: Editor Anna Wintour
Location: Paris, France
Details: French anti-fur activists with PETA struck Wintour in the face with a cream pie to protest against her support of fur in the fashion industry. Wintour, dressed in a fur-trimmed jacket, was hit in the face with a tofu cream pie as she left a fashion show. It was the second such attack this year on Wintour, an unapologetic fur supporter decried by animal rights groups as a "pelt pusher."
1157. Date: October 20, 2005
Target: Presidential Candidate Dumarsais Simeus
Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
Details: While touring a slum area, 20 young men and women reportedly began hurling rocks and shouting insults at his motorcade. A reporter reportedly heard a gunshot fired from the crowd, but it didn't hit any of the vehicles. The motorcade immediately fled the area.
1158. Date: December 12, 2005
Target: BBC Presenter Jeremy Clarkson
Location: Oxford, England
Details: Clarkson was attending a ceremony at Oxford Brookes University to receive an honorary degree. His controversial stance on environmental issues had drawn a small group of protesters. As he was leaving the ceremony escorted by a security guard, a protester struck him in the face with a pie. Clarkson said, "Great shot," and commented the pie had too much sugar.
1159. Date: January 13, 2006
Target: Actor Heath Ledger
Location: Sydney, Australia
Details: Five paparazzi photographers, who claim Ledger spit at them last year, retaliated by squirting him with water pistols outside the premiere of his movie "Brokeback Mountain." As Ledger arrived with co-star Michelle Williams at Cinema Paris, the photographers reportedly squirted him in the face and chest for ten seconds, wetting his hair and clothing. Ledger raised his hands to protect himself and attempted to shield Williams, who was also sprayed, as the couple rushed inside the cinema. Security guards moved toward the five photographers, but they fled the scene.
1160. Date: February 15, 2006
Target: Designer Julien Macdonald and Celebrity Paris Hilton
Location: Mayfair, England
Details: Macdonald and Hilton got out of their car in front of a nightclub and were posing for pictures. An anti-fur protester reportedly with PETA emptied flour on them. Both were reportedly covered from head to toe. The female protester was held by door staff while they called police, but she escaped when sirens came into earshot. Members of PETA promised further attacks on those who continue to design fur coats.
1161. Date: April 7, 2006
Target: U.S. Ambassador William Brownfield
Location: Caracas, Venezuela
Details: Brownfield was distributing baseball equipment to little leaguers in a baseball stadium, when supporters of President Hugo Chavez demanded that he leave. On their departure, the ambassador and his four-car motorcade drove through an adjacent market where Chavez supporters began throwing produce and eggs. Motorcyclists then chased the entourage for about four miles on Caracas' main east-west highway, at times pounding on the ambassador's car. Venezuelan police officers assigned to the motorcade reportedly did nothing.
1162. Date: October 30, 2006
Target: Singer Barbara Streisand
Location: Sunrise, Florida
Details: During a skit in her concert, Streisand traded political barbs with a George W. Bush imitator. A fan in the crowd, who apparently disagreed with her politics, threw a paper cup filled with some sort of liquid on stage, but apparently did not hit Streisand. Her manager said she shrugged off the incident and responded to the angry audience member by saying: "It's a free country and they're entitled to express their opinion."





Section 3B: Pests, Protesters, and Pranksters
Though the title of this section could seem to describe cases that are not serious, one need only read the details of the July 9, 1982 incident involving Queen Elizabeth to see that the level of risk can be very high, regardless of a perpetrator's intent or ability.
1163. Date: October 18, 1971
Target: Russian Premier Alexi Kosygin
Location: Ottawa, Canada
Details: A protestor struck Kosygin near the Canadian Parliament, while he was on an official trip to Canada. He was unhurt.
1164. Date: February 17, 1974
Target: President Richard Nixon
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Robert Preston, a private in the Army, reportedly stole an Army helicopter from Fort Meade, Maryland, and flew it to the White House Complex. He passed over the Executive Mansion and then returned to the south grounds, where he hovered for about six minutes and touched down briefly approximately 150 feet from the West Wing. Members of the EPS did not know who was piloting the aircraft and were not aware that it had been stolen from Fort Meade. They made no attempt to shoot down the helicopter. Preston left the area of the White House and flew the helicopter back toward Fort Meade. He was chased by two Maryland State Police helicopters, one of which he forced down through his erratic maneuvers. Preston then returned to the White House Complex. As he lowered himself to about 30 feet above the south grounds, EPS officers barraged the helicopter with shotgun and submachine gunfire. Preston immediately set the riddled aircraft down. He was injured slightly.
1165. Date: December 25, 1974
Target: President Gerald Ford
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: On Christmas Day, a man who claimed he was the Messiah crashed his Chevrolet Impala through the Northwest Gate of the White House Complex and drove up to the North Portico. He had what appeared to be explosives strapped to his body, and he announced to Secret Service personnel that he was prepared to detonate the device. After approximately four hours of negotiation, he surrendered. The "explosives" turned out to be road-flares. (It was in response to this incident and another the previous year that in 1976 the antique gates were replaced with reinforced gates.)
1166. Date: 1975
Target: President Gerald Ford
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man scaled the fence surrounding the White House and was able to walk about the grounds without being stopped for about 90 minutes. He even got near the President's daughter, Susan Ford, as she unloaded camera equipment from her car.
1167. Date: June 1975
Target: Prime Minister Takeo Miki
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: At the public funeral for former Prime Minister Eisaku Sato a right-wing extremist slipped through the lines and punched Miki in the face, knocking him down.
1168. Date: November 1975
Target: California Governor Ronald Reagan
Location: Miami, Florida
Details: A man broke through a crowd at a political rally and pointed a toy gun at Reagan. Secret Service Agents quickly disarmed him. The man had also made threats to kill President Ford and Vice President Rockefeller. (In May 1998, the same man was arrested for making death threats to radio celebrity Howard Stern.)
1169. Date: July 27, 1976
Target: President Gerald Ford
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man climbed the fence of the White House, carrying a three-foot metal pipe. When ordered by security officers to halt, he raised the pipe in a threatening manner, and was fatally shot.
1170. Date: December 1, 1976
Target: President Gerald Ford
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Steven B. Williams became the first would-be intruder to test the newly strengthened White House gates. He rammed the Northwest Gate with his pickup truck at approximately 25 miles per hour. The gate did not buckle, but the front of Williams' truck was flattened. Since then, a number of other individuals have tried and failed to crash through gates onto the White House grounds. On at least one occasion, a driver attempted to enter the Complex through a gate opened for another vehicle, but he, too, was unsuccessful.
1171. Date: April 7, 1977
Target: President Jimmy Carter
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man pulled a replica gun during a White House tour and told a White House policeman to take him to Carter. He was taken into custody.
1172. Date: October 1978
Target: President Jimmy Carter
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Anthony Henry wished to persuade President Carter that it was blasphemous to place the words "In God We Trust" on United States currency. Wearing a white karate suit and carrying a Bible, he climbed over the White House fence onto the north grounds. When confronted by Secret Service agents and Uniformed Division officers approximately 15 yards inside the fence line, he pulled a knife from inside the Bible and slashed one officer's face and another's arm. Uniformed Division officers surrounded Henry, prodded him with long batons, and poked the knife out of his hand. They then forced him to the ground and arrested him.
1173. Date: June 13, 1981
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: A former Royal Marine officer fired six blanks at the queen from a distance of ten feet as she rode past him on horseback during a parade. A member of the queen's protective detail tackled him.
1174. Date: July 9, 1982
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: Michael Fagan slipped over the fence at Buckingham Palace at 6:45 a.m. He was seen climbing on the fence by an off-duty policeman, who called palace police. Two officers went to check but he was gone. Then the alarm in the queen's Stamp Room, which had a reputation for being unreliable, went off once. The duty sergeant in the command post switched it off. It sounded again, and again he switched it off without checking further. Fagan had caused the alarm by climbing in and out of the open window. Fagan found all of the other ground floor windows locked. He climbed a drainpipe in broad daylight to check the next floor's windows. He found one window half-open and entered the palace. He took off his shoes and socks, and walked to the door of the queen's bedroom. He picked up a glass ashtray and smashed it against the wall, keeping a large shard of glass. It was his plan to cut his wrists in front of the queen. The armed officer who patrolled outside the queen's door had gone off duty at 6:00 a.m. Fagan looked inside several rooms until he saw the queen sleeping, then slipped inside her room and closed the door. The queen awoke at 7:18 to the sound of her drapes being pulled open by Fagan. She sat up and asked Fagan what he was doing. Then she noticed his disheveled appearance and saw blood dripping from his thumb, which had been cut when he broke the ashtray. He walked over and sat next to her and began telling her his problems. As the queen kept him talking, she reached down and pressed the emergency night alarm button connected to the command post, but the bell wasn't working. She then managed to press her maid's alarm button next to the bed, but the maid was down the hall and didn't hear it ringing. The queen then asked Fagan if he wanted tea, and he agreed. She called the palace operator and ordered that tea be brought immediately, but this had never happened before and the operator thought it must be a joke. The operator tried to call the maid to pass along the order, but she still didn't answer. The queen called the operator back, ordering that he send tea and "a policeman." The operator called the command post and said the queen wanted them. Not realizing it was an emergency, the duty officer said he would send someone when more officers came in. The queen then asked Fagan if he wanted a cigarette with his tea, and he agreed. She then walked out of the room, meeting her maid in the hallway and telling her there was an intruder. The maid went to call the command post. Fagan then walked into the hall as the queen's footman arrived with the queen's barking dogs for her morning walk. The queen told the footman to get Fagan a cigarette, which he did. Seconds later, police arrived and arrested him. Fagan had been with the queen for nine minutes, and inside the security of the palace grounds for over 40 minutes. Under police questioning, Fagan admitted it was his second time inside the palace. He had been there a month before on June 7, climbing through an open window and drinking half a bottle of wine before leaving. The massive lapse in security caused people to be disciplined or transferred, and a security review was undertaken.
1175. Date: May 6, 1984
Target: Pope John Paul II
Location: Seoul, South Korea
Details: A man fired a toy cap pistol at the Pope as his motorcade drove past.
1176. Date: January 20, 1985
Target: President Ronald Reagan
Location: Washington, DC
Details: On the day that Reagan was sworn in for his second term, Robert Latta gained access to the White House by following the Marine Band through the gate. While carrying an overnight bag, he was able to wander around the Executive Mansion for 15 minutes, until he was discovered in the family dining room and apprehended by Secret Service agents who noticed that he had neither a uniform nor an instrument. After being arrested for unlawful entry, he told reporters "I just wanted to see the ceremony, I'm kind of patriotic." He was admitted for psychiatric evaluation.
1177. Date: August 21, 1986
Target: President Ronald Reagan
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A homeless woman, was arrested by Secret Service officers as she scaled the northeast fence of the White House with a makeshift ladder. She was charged with unlawful entry.
1178. Date: November 1, 1987
Target: President Ronald Reagan
Location: Washington, DC
Details: Mike Davis was arrested by uniformed Secret Service officers after he scaled a White House fence and ran to the foot of a stairway that leads to the West Wing. Reagan was in his residential quarters, several hundred feet away, when the incident occurred.
1179. Date: January 7, 1988
Target: Singer Olivia Newton-John
Location: Malibu, California
Details: At approximately 8:00 a.m., Stephen Stillabower drove his vehicle through the gates of a Malibu residence that had formerly belonged to Newton-John. At the time of this incident, it was the home of singer Madonna and actor Sean Penn. Once inside the compound, Stillabower got out of his truck and ran towards the residence. At the time of the intrusion, Stillabower believed that this was Newton-John's home and that his girlfriend was being held captive there. After observing Sean Penn, Stillabower got back in his truck and departed. He was arrested soon after, by L.A. Sheriff's officers and Sean Penn, who made a citizen's arrest. Family members described Stillabower as a schizophrenic. He had been obsessed with Newton-John for six years. He was ordered to serve 15 days in jail, received 36 months of formal probation, and participated in a mental health program.
1180. Date: January 21, 1988
Target: Duchess of York Sara Ferguson
Location: New York, New York
Details: A man waving an IRA flag charged toward Ferguson as she arrived at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. Two State Department bodyguards tackled the man, while others rushed her inside.
1181. Date: November 7, 1988
Target: Vice President George H.W. Bush
Location: Los Angeles, California
Details: During a campaign rally, a man pulled out a starter pistol while Bush talked about gun control. When a bystander screamed, he dropped the gun and fled, but was arrested.
1182. Date: May 1989
Target: Princess Diana
Location: Cramlington, England
Details: Alfred Adcock lunged through a barricade and attempted to grab Princess Diana as she was greeting people. Security agents grabbed him and held him back. Adcock received a caution from police over that incident. He had carried out a number of assaults on women, including two international athletes and two female members of staff at Durham prison. Thousands of people saw Adcock grab Olympic sprinter Florence Griffith-Joyner on the track at Gateshead International Athletics Stadium. Race officials quickly intervened and Adcock was ushered off the track. Later, he admitted to indecently assaulting marathon runner Veronique Marot at the start of a race. Adcock entered that race as a runner and grabbed the French runner by the shoulder and put his hand on her breast. Adcock died in April 2004.
1183. Date: October 25, 1989
Target: Senator John Glenn
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: During a television interview in front of the Capitol Building, a man stepped up to Senator Glenn and struck him in the face. The man was taken away by Capitol Police, and was muttering about earthquakes and the Pope.
1184. Date: June 6, 1990
Target: Vice President Dan Quayle
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Quayle was getting into his armored limousine when a man threw a sheaf of papers, striking Quayle in the head. The man was arrested for assaulting the vice president.
1185. Date: July 4, 1990
Target: Former President Ronald Reagan
Location: Bel-Air, California
Details: A man scaled the fence at Reagan's Bel-Air home and entered the residence through the unlocked front door. He encountered Nancy Reagan before Secret Service agents seized him. The former president was in another wing of the house.
1186. Date: December 7, 1990
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: A man was arrested after he climbed over the wall of Buckingham Palace in an attempt to reach the queen. He was carrying a large rock.
1187. Date: October 5, 1991
Target: Governor Lowell Weicker
Location: Hartford, Connecticut
Details: Weicker was jostled and spat on when he waded into a crowd of 40,000 protesters. Bodyguards hustled him into the Capitol Building, and evacuated him through a tunnel.
1188. Date: October 28, 1991
Target: President Vaclav Havel
Location: Prague, Czechoslovakia
Details: Demonstrators booed Havel off stage during a televised rally. His bodyguards rushed him away to his motorcade.
1189. Date: March 13, 1992
Target: President F. W. de Klerk
Location: Johannesburg, South Africa
Details: De Klerk was hit in the head with a poster and jostled by hundreds of protesters as he campaigned at a university. He was not injured.
1190. Date: March 23, 1992
Target: Former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
Location: Marple Bridge, England
Details: Thatcher was campaigning when a woman offered her flowers. The woman then began striking Thatcher with the flowers as she reached for them. Bodyguards grabbed and arrested the woman.
1191. Date: April 13, 1992
Target: Former President Ronald Reagan
Location: Las Vegas, Nevada
Details: Reagan was speaking at a convention when a man charged onto the stage, smashed the award that Reagan had received, and tried to take over the microphone. Secret Service agents tackled and dragged him away. Reagan was struck by broken glass, but unhurt. The man was an antinuclear protester.
1192. Date: May 6, 1992
Target: Former President Mikhail Gorbachev
Location: Fulton, Missouri
Details: A man from New York plotted for two weeks to get a picture of himself with Gorbachev. He traveled to Missouri, obtained a press pass for Gorbachev's visit there, and was waiting in the crowd at the arrival point. As Gorbachev's motorcade arrived, the man darted through his bodyguards, put his arm around Gorbachev, and snapped a picture of himself. Bodyguards tackled the man and seized his credential.
1193. Date: June 11, 1992
Target: President George H.W. Bush
Location: Panama City, Panama
Details: Bush was attending an outdoor rally when protesters rushed the plaza. Police fired tear gas at them, which drifted onto the stage. Secret Service agents draped a bullet-resistant raincoat over Bush and evacuated him to his limousine. Agents rode on the running boards of the limousine with their pistols drawn and shielding the windows, as the limousine escaped.
1194. Date: July 20, 1992
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Columbus, Ohio
Details: Clinton was shaking hands at a political rally when a man reached into his pants to pull out his shirttail. Thinking he might be reaching for a weapon, Secret Service agents quickly hustled Clinton away. His shirt read, "Abortion Kills."
1195. Date: October 2, 1992
Target: Governor Robert Casey
Location: New York, New York
Details: Casey tried twice to deliver an antiabortion speech, but gay protesters surged toward the stage and drowned him out. He left without speaking.
1196. Date: October 3, 1992
Target: Chancellor Helmut Kohl
Location: Schwerin, Germany
Details: Kohl was booed, taunted, and punched by right-wing demonstrators at a celebration for German unity. One man was detained, and then released.
1197. Date: October 27, 1992
Target: Vice President Al Gore
Location: Fort Collins, Colorado
Details: On the day of Gore's visit to the Rocky Mountain High School, a maintenance man found a smoke bomb under the bleachers and alerted the Secret Service. The event was canceled.
1198. Date: February 7, 1993
Target: Mormon Leader Howard Hunter
Location: Provo, Utah
Details: A man rushed on-stage during Hunter's speech and held a fake bomb to Hunter's head. Several students overpowered him.
1199. Date: July 6, 1993
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: Fourteen antinuclear protesters scaled ladders over the walls of Buckingham Palace and were arrested by police on the grounds.
1200. Date: September 19, 1993
Target: TV Celebrity Kathie Lee Gifford
Location: Lynchburg, Virginia
Details: A man was arrested after raping his aunt. He told her he wanted to kidnap Gifford "for money," and left with the aunt a scrapbook with pictures of Gifford.
1201. Date: October 6, 1993
Target: Senator Edward Kennedy
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Sixty-nine anti-abortion protesters were arrested when they blocked access to Kennedy's office.
1202. Date: December 2, 1993
Target: President Richard Weisaecker
Location: Hamburg, Germany
Details: A man punched Weisaecker in the face as he was leaving a theater. Bodyguards immediately seized and arrested the man. Weisaecker had a bruised nose and cut lip. The man was a bodybuilder with mental problems.
1203. Date: January 6, 1994
Target: Figure Skater Nancy Kerrigan
Location: Detroit, Michigan
Details: Kerrigan finished her practice and was walking off the ice when a man struck her right knee with a club and fled. The man and others involved were eventually arrested.
1204. Date: January 7, 1994
Target: Governor Jim Folsom
Location: Birmingham, Alabama
Details: A man stripped, grabbed his genitals, and yelled at Folsom, following Folsom's speech at a school. An officer arrested the man.
1205. Date: January 11, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Czech Republic
Details: A loud bang went off near Clinton, startling his Secret Service agents. His armored limousine was backed onto the sidewalk near the door and Clinton quickly got inside as an agent shielded him with a bullet-resistant raincoat.
1206. Date: January 14, 1994
Target: Princess Diana
Location: London, England
Details: Fans mobbed Diana while she was attending a ballet without her bodyguards. She fought her way through the crowd to her car. Police publicly stated that by not using bodyguards she was setting herself up for an assault or kidnapping.
1207. Date: January 24, 1994
Target: Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
Location: Jerusalem, Israel
Details: Rabin was delivering a speech when he was booed and cursed by protesters. One threw a coat at Rabin and was arrested.
1208. Date: January 26, 1994
Target: Prince Charles
Location: Sydney, Australia
Details: Charles was about to deliver a speech when a man rushed the stage, firing a cap pistol twice. He dove through a barrier and onto the stage, as bodyguards tackled him.
1209. Date: February 5, 1994
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: Jim Miller parachuted onto the roof of Buckingham Palace while naked. He taunted police and was chased down and arrested.
1210. Date: February 6, 1994
Target: Prince Charles
Location: Auckland, New Zealand
Details: A man rushed in and tried to spray Charles with air freshener as he was talking to well-wishers. Bodyguards wrestled the man away.
1211. Date: February 26, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A rugby player, wearing only a cap and running shoes, ran toward Clinton's motorcade as it drove by a park.
1212. Date: May 26, 1994
Target: Governor Bruce King
Location: Sante Fe, New Mexico
Details: Four environmental activists spent the night in King's office to protest Intel Corporation's plan to dig three wells.
1213. Date: June 8, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Crown King, Arizona
Details: A man wired himself to a box of TNT and held deputies at bay for several hours to protest Clinton's trip to Normandy. He later set off the bomb, killing himself.
1214. Date: June 21, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A boy staked out the White House to get Clinton's autograph. Secret Service agents stopped him when he chased Clinton's motorcade on foot.
1215. Date: July 1, 1994
Target: PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat
Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
Details: Amid death threats and reports of assassination attempts, Arafat visited the Gaza Strip. Police seized the pistol-grip lens of a cameraman, and he was beaten. Thousands of people surged over a fence and police fired shots in the air, killing one and wounding ten.
1216. Date: August 6, 1994
Target: Actor/Singer Michael Damian
Location: Boise, Idaho
Details: Damian was singing at an outdoor concert when an audience member rushed on stage, tackled and began choking him. The concert was stopped and the man was arrested.
1217. Date: September 1, 1994
Target: Governor Christine Todd Whitman
Location: Camden, New Jersey
Details: A man took a mental health counselor hostage with a fake bomb and demanded to see Whitman. He surrendered after two hours.
1218. Date: October 2, 1994
Target: Governor Roy Romer
Location: Denver, Colorado
Details: Romer shunned the use of bodyguards, but a strange call about his attendance at a function prompted his security detail to send a trooper to meet him at the event. When they left, the trooper spotted a car with two men following them. The trooper attempted to evade the car by driving over 100 mph with Romer hiding in the back seat. The car chased them for twenty miles before the trooper evaded them.
1219. Date: October 17, 1994
Target: President Jean-Bertrand Aristide
Location: Port-au-Prince, Haiti
Details: Bodyguards were unable to part the mob of people that surrounded Aristide's armored Chevrolet Caprice as it left the palace. They backed it onto the palace grounds and later left by a back way.
1220. Date: October 24, 1994
Target: Author Stephen King
Location: Santa Cruz, California
Details: A man was arrested when he came to King's book signing with a sign stating, "King is a murderer. It's true or he'd sue." The man accuses King of killing John Lennon. His van was covered with these scrawled accusations.
1221. Date: October 31, 1994
Target: Emperor Akihito
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: A police helicopter chased a man flying an engine-powered paraglider over the Imperial Palace. He landed after a two-hour flight, but was not arrested.
1222. Date: November 3, 1994
Target: PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat
Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
Details: Arafat went to the funeral of Palestinian Leader Hani Abed, who was assassinated on the day before. Abed was killed when he opened his trunk and a bomb exploded. A ring of bodyguards escorted Arafat. The crowd shouted threats, ripped off his headdress, and shoved him out the back door into the rain.
1223. Date: December 25, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man was charged with unlawful entry and making threats after he was found clinging to a fence outside the White House. He was not armed and he told authorities he just wanted to see Clinton.
1224. Date: December 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man parked his car next to the White House fence and announced that he had a bomb in the vehicle. He then ran from his vehicle, but was quickly apprehended by Park Police and Secret Service officers. No bomb was found.
1225. Date: December 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man was arrested on the Ellipse, an open park between the south grounds of the White House and the Washington Monument. He allegedly was carrying a gun.
1226. Date: December 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man was arrested for unlawful entry to the White House grounds. He entered the grounds when the southwest gate was opened briefly to let a vehicle leave.
1227. Date: December 17, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Between four and six shots from a 9mm weapon were fired at the south side of the White House at 2:05 a.m. One went through a dining room window, while others hit near the president's bedroom window on the second floor. Clinton was asleep and there were no injuries. The case remains unsolved.
1228. Date: December 20, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A homeless man charged across Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House, chasing a U.S. Park Policeman with a nine-inch knife. Police shot him twice when he refused to drop it. He died the following day.
1229. Date: January 14, 1995
Target: Faction Leader Francois Massaquoi
Location: Monrovia, Liberia
Details: Massaquoi narrowly escaped unharmed when protesters ransacked his home. His three bodyguards fired into the air. Another bodyguard died when the grenade he was holding exploded.
1230. Date: February 18, 1995
Target: Mayor Lin Po-jung
Location: Taipei, Taiwan
Details: Po-jung was meeting to discuss compensation with relatives of 64 people killed in a nightclub fire. The meeting turned ugly and they overturned tables and hit Po-jung.
1231. Date: March 15, 1995
Target: House Speaker Newt Gingrich
Location: Marietta, Georgia
Details: Three-hundred union protesters stormed Gingrich's district office, wrote on the walls, and scuffled with staff members. Two men were arrested for fighting with police.
1232. Date: March 17, 1995
Target: Fisheries Minister Michael Jack
Location: Plymouth, England
Details: A mob of fisherman greeted Jack with angry shouts, pelted him with four flour bombs, and held him inside a meeting room for over an hour.
1233. Date: March 20, 1995
Target: Presidential Candidate Pat Buchanan
Location: Manchester, New Hampshire
Details: Four protesters, shouting "Buchanan is a racist" disrupted his press conference. Buchanan and his bodyguards shoved them off the stage.
1234. Date: May 21, 1995
Target: Israeli Cabinet Minister Shulamit Aloni
Location: New York, New York
Details: An attacker climbed onto the stage during her speech and punched her in the abdomen.
1235. Date: May 24, 1995
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man jumped the southeast fence and ran toward the White House brandishing an unloaded revolver. Two uniformed officers wrestled with him. One officer shot the intruder in the arm and the bullet also hit the other officer.
1236. Date: May 26, 1995
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man carrying an unloaded gun scaled the White House fence. He was shot and wounded while scuffling with the Secret Service about 30 yards from the East Wing. He had asked to see Clinton.
1237. Date: May 29, 1995
Target: Singer Madonna
Location: Hollywood Hills, California
Details: Robert Hoskins was shot three times by a security guard after he scaled the fence around her house. Hoskins survived, was tried, and sentenced to prison. He had been pursuing the singer for some time, reportedly tried to climb her fence some weeks earlier, and had expressed delusions about marrying her.
1238. Date: October 6, 1995
Target: Pope John Paul II
Location: Yonkers, New York
Details: A man wearing a holstered gun and a park ranger's uniform was arrested when he tried to enter the seminary grounds for the Pope's speech. The man told police he was there to protect the Pope.
1239. Date: December 1, 1995
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man was arrested when he drove his car into a restricted area near the White House after a gate was opened to allow a tour bus to enter. His car contained a .22 rifle, several rounds of ammunition, a knife, and a machete.
1240. Date: January 28, 1996
Target: Prime Minister Shimon Peres
Location: Jerusalem, Israel
Details: Police fired tear gas, rubber bullets, and water cannons as thousands of protestors stormed Peres' office. Thirty officers were injured, including one who lost an eye and another who was paralyzed. Seventeen protesters were injured.
1241. Date: February 2, 1996
Target: Governor George Allen
Location: Richmond, Virginia
Details: A man drove through a checkpoint and stopped at the gate of the Governor's Mansion. Police removed him from the vehicle and found a .380 pistol. He said he wanted help from Allen to get a job. He was held for a psychiatric examination.
1242. Date: February 7, 1996
Target: European Envoy Hans Koschnick
Location: Mostar, Bosnia
Details: Hundreds of irate Bosnian Croats surrounded Koschnick's car and called for his death. Two French NATO armored vehicles rescued him.
1243. Date: February 21, 1996
Target: Presidential Candidate Pat Buchanan
Location: Mount Rushmore, South Dakota
Details: Secret Service agents disarmed a supporter who showed up at Buchanan's rally. They returned the pistol unloaded to the man after the rally. It was Buchanan's first day under their protection.
1244. Date: February 24, 1996
Target: Governor Mike Foster
Details: Seven thousand people rallied at the state capitol to protest Foster's stand against affirmative action. Marchers shouted, "Kill the beast!" A delegation was allowed to deliver demands to the door of the Governor's Mansion. They tried to push their way inside once the door was opened, but SWAT officers kept them out.
1245. Date: March 25, 1996
Target: Governor George Pataki
Location: Albany, New York
Details: Reverend Al Sharpton led a protest group and built a cardboard city on the lawn of the Capitol Building. About 1,000 attended the rally to protest budget cuts. On March 27, the group stormed the State Assembly's chambers.
1246. Date: April 24, 1996
Target: Former President Mikhail Gorbachev
Location: Siberia, Russia
Details: While campaigning for reelection, Gorbachev was punched in the head by a drunken man. He was held for psychiatric evaluation.
1247. Date: June 27, 1996
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: New York, New York
Details: A federal judge ruled that police could no longer take signs away from peaceful protesters outside security zones. He ruled that New York City police violated a man's free-speech rights when they seized his sign at a Clinton event in 1993. It read, "Mr. Clinton: STOP CAMPAIGNING AND LEAD!" The judge also ruled that police can't send protesters to "pro" or "anti" areas based on the protesters' views, unless officers think violence would result.
1248. Date: July 17, 1996
Target: Governor Parris Glendening
Location: Annapolis, Maryland
Details: Police arrested a man who was trying to pry open the gates to the Governor's Mansion at 2:23 a.m. When they confronted him, he ignored them and continued to pry the gate.
1249. Date: August 29, 1996
Target: Governor Parris Glendening
Location: Annapolis, Maryland
Details: A man was arrested after he placed an envelope addressed to Glendening in a cigarette urn at the Capitol entrance. It contained a disposable tablecloth and printed materials. On August 5, the same man left a package for Glendening outside a basement window of the Capitol. It contained two wires, an alligator clip, some printed material, and a diaper. EOD teams removed both hoax devices after the Capitol was evacuated.
1250. Date: September 17, 1996
Target: Pop Singer Bjork
Location: Miami, Florida
Details: An obsessed fan mailed Bjork a book booby-trapped to squirt sulfuric acid in her eyes when she opened it. He then videotaped himself committing suicide, while listening to her music. Police found his body and viewed videotapes, one of which showed him making the booby-trapped book. Scotland Yard intercepted the package at the post office and destroyed it.
1251. Date: September 22, 1996
Target: Pope John Paul II
Location: Paris, France
Details: Five thousand demonstrators marched during the Pope's visit, protesting him and the French government for paying for his security and aircraft.
1252. Date: October 19, 1996
Target: Parliament Members
Location: Canberra, Australia
Details: An angry mob of 25,000 protesters smashed their way into Parliament with wooden planks, hand tools, and a trolley. They rushed past police lines, smashing windows. They were angry about planned budget cuts.
1253. Date: October 28, 1996
Target: Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
Location: Islamabad, Pakistan
Details: Over 2,000 religious students, demanding the resignation of Bhutto, tried to storm the Parliament Building before being fought off by police and soldiers. They accused Bhutto of rampant corruption and mismanagement.
1254. Date: November 9, 1996
Target: Opposition Leader Aung San Suu Kyi
Location: Rangoon, Burma
Details: A mob of about 200 people attacked the motorcade carrying Kyi and other pro-democracy opposition leaders. They beat on their cars with fists and sticks, smashing windows and denting fenders.
1255. Date: December 23, 1996
Target: CIA Headquarters
Location: McLean, Virginia
Details: An unemployed defense consultant drove into the CIA's main entrance so fast that police could not activate a pop-up barrier. The truck barreled across the grass and up the steps before hitting a handrail and stopping 15 feet from the lobby. As he was arrested, the man threatened to kill President Clinton. Thankfully, the truck did not contain explosives.
1256. Date: January 10, 1997
Target: Parliament
Location: Sofia, Bulgaria
Details: About 50,000 protesters mobbed Parliament, demanding new elections. Riot police had to rescue over 100 trapped legislators. Protesters broke into offices, smashed furniture and computers, and set an office on fire.
1257. Date: February 2, 1997
Target: Governors' Meeting
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: About 20 handicapped protesters blocked the lobby of the hotel where 48 governors were attending a National Governors' Association meeting. Police forcibly removed them.
1258. Date: February 5, 1997
Target: President Abdala Bucaram
Location: Quito, Ecuador
Details: Two million protesters marched in the streets to protest the government's austerity program. Two people were injured by gunshots outside Congress. Bucaram is called "El Loco," because of his flamboyant personality. He barricaded himself in the palace.
1259. Date: February 7, 1997
Target: Parliament
Location: Ottawa, Canada
Details: A man screaming about devil worshipers rammed his jeep up several flights of stairs leading into Parliament. He jumped out and stormed into the lobby where 20 to 30 security officers overpowered him.
1260. Date: February 12, 1997
Target: Governor Zell Miller
Location: Atlanta, Georgia
Details: Activists barged into Miller's office and taped hundreds of pictures of children to the walls of the waiting room to protest welfare-reform measures.
1261. Date: February 18, 1997
Target: President Sali Berisha
Location: Lushnja, Albania
Details: After making a speech to supporters at a small theater, Berisha was leaving and walked out to find over 1,000 people waiting for him, and mistook them for supporters. He went toward them until they started whistling and heckling, and he saw they were protesters.
1262. Date: April 21, 1997
Target: Former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
Location: Hong Kong
Details: Saboteurs damaged Hong Kong's showpiece Tsing-Ma bridge, the world's longest road-rail suspension link, barely a week before Thatcher was to declare it open. Police said the cables had been cut in 32 places.
1263. Date: April 28, 1997
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: An escaped mental patient was able to sneak onto the grounds of Buckingham Palace, prompting a security review. The incident was at least the sixth palace intrusion in 15 years. The man was quickly arrested.
1264. Date: May 1, 1997
Target: Actor Arnold Schwarzenegger and Maria Shriver
Location: Santa Monica, California
Details: Schwarzenegger and his wife were ambushed and trapped in their Mercedes-Benz between two cars driven by paparazzi. Two photographers were arrested on misdemeanor charges of false imprisonment in connection with the incident.
1265. Date: May 7, 1997
Target: Prime Minister Jean Chretien
Location: Edmonton, Alberta
Details: Police detained a man who shook Chretien's hand at an election stop and would not let go. When the man began pulling Chretien toward him and yelling, police pulled them apart.
1266. Date: May 9, 1997
Target: Prime Minister Jean Chretien
Location: Newfoundland, Canada
Details: A crowd of protesters angry over unemployment blocked a bus of reporters traveling in advance of Chretien's bus, and tried to hold the reporters hostage until he met with them. They released the bus after Chretien agreed to a meeting. Chretien's bus turned back, and he later flew in by helicopter to meet with them.
1267. Date: June 3, 1997
Target: State Legislators
Location: Salem, Oregon
Details: Nearly 150 people hanged effigies of five lawmakers at the Capitol.
1268. Date: June 10, 1997
Target: Governor George Pataki
Location: Long Island, New York
Details: Two New York tenant's groups protested outside Pataki's $2,500-a-plate fund-raiser at a country club.
1269. Date: June 18, 1997
Target: U.S. Capitol Building
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: The environmental group Greenpeace drove a dump truck onto a service road, evaded security officers, and dumped a load of coal and seven oil drums in front of the Capitol.
1270. Date: June 25, 1997
Target: Governor Paul Patton
Location: Frankfort, Kentucky
Details: Death penalty protesters staged a sit-in at Patton's office, saying they wouldn't leave until he granted clemency for a convicted murderer.
1271. Date: July 1, 1997
Target: Gubernatorial Candidate Mike Bowers
Location: Atlanta, Georgia
Details: Police investigated a break-in at Bowers campaign headquarters. The culprits stole tax records and planted drug paraphernalia.
1272. Date: July 5, 1997
Target: Chelsea Clinton (daughter of President Clinton)
Location: Florence, Italy
Details: It was reported that Chelsea's bodyguards scuffled with two photographers outside a disco when they tried to snap pictures of her. Photographer Riccardo Gemogli was shoved against a wall and injured slightly. Police broke it up.
1273. Date: July 11, 1997
Target: Director Steven Spielberg
Location: Malibu, California
Details: Jonathan Norman was arrested after he allegedly backed his Land Rover into the front gates of Spielberg's Malibu estate, and then fled on foot. Norman was reportedly found in a neighbor's yard holding a drapery rod over his head like a javelin. He had lists of Spielberg's family members and associates, and what he called a "rape kit," consisting of duct tape, handcuffs, and a razor knife. He was plotting to handcuff Spielberg and his wife, actress Kate Capshaw, and make her watch him sexually assault Spielberg. Spielberg and his family were in Ireland at the time of the incident. Previously convicted in 1995 of assault with a deadly weapon, Norman reportedly first tried to enter the estate in June 1997, but was turned away by a security guard. He identified himself as Spielberg's adopted son. According to court testimony, Norman also possessed a "shopping list" of S&M items including eye masks, nipple clamps, dog collars, chloroform, and an electric shocker. He was convicted of stalking on March 4, 1998, and sentenced to 25 years in prison.
1274. Date: September 18, 1997
Target: State Capitol Building
Location: Topeka, Kansas
Details: Members of a common law court were locked out of a Capitol meeting room and troopers removed them from the secretary of state's office.
1275. Date: September 25, 1997
Target: Retired Astronaut Story Musgrave
Location: Kissimmee, Florida
Details: Margaret Ray was arrested outside Musgrave's home after she beat on his door and turned on all the outdoor faucets. She had been stalking him for four years, calling, writing, and sending packages. Ray became famous after she was arrested seven times for stalking David Letterman and claiming to be his wife. She stated she loved Musgrave and wanted to spend the rest of her life with him. She was found incompetent to stand trial and was committed to a mental hospital. Ray was released in August 1998 and returned to Colorado. She later killed herself by kneeling in front of an oncoming train.
1276. Date: October 16, 1997
Target: U.S. Representative Frank Riggs
Location: Eureka, California
Details: Four protesters stormed into Riggs' office wearing hoods, and dumped a tree stump on the floor. When they refused to leave, Humboldt County deputies wiped and sprayed pepper mace into their eyes before removing them. On October 30, nine protesters sued the deputies for excessive force. Videotapes of the incident were released to the media.
1277. Date: November 8, 1997
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: An unidentified woman wandered into the White House pressroom and asked where Clinton was. She was detained by the Secret Service and charged with unlawful entry. It is unclear how she gained access.
1278. Date: November 28, 1997
Target: Supreme Court Justice Sajjad Ali Shah
Location: Islamabad, Pakistan
Details: President Farooq Leghari ordered the army to protect Shah after thousands of protesters stormed the court building forcing him to flee.
1279. Date: December 26, 1997
Target: President Daniel Moi
Location: Homa Bay, Kenya
Details: As Moi was leaving an election rally where he had spoken to a crowd of 1,000 supporters, a clash broke out with rival party supporters. Six people, including a political candidate and two officers, had been seriously injured. Help was delayed because of a nationwide nurses' strike.
1280. Date: January 14, 1998
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A woman on a public tour of the White House pulled a can of spray paint out of her purse and sprayed brown paint on two historic sculptures. She carried the three-inch paint can through the magnetometer checkpoint, but agents didn't seize it because "a can of spray paint itself is not a security issue and there was nothing to indicate any kind of suspicious behavior." She was stopped by a uniformed Secret Service officer and taken into custody.
1281. Date: March 17, 1998
Target: British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook
Location: Jerusalem, Israel
Details: During a chaotic visit to a Jewish neighborhood, Israeli protesters pounded pots and pans, chanting, "Robin, go home!" Cook was barely visible under umbrellas as he was rushed into a building.
1282. Date: March 23, 1998
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Accra, Africa
Details: Clinton spoke to a crowd of about 250,000 people and then walked down to a rope line to shake hands. At one point, the crowd surged forward, crushing those in front. Clinton waved his arms, screaming "Back up!" Earlier, police used belts and clubs to beat back people from the motorcade route.
1283. Date: April 26, 1998
Target: Former President Gerald Ford
Location: New York, New York
Details: Secret Service agents grabbed a waiter with a pistol at a restaurant where Ford was dining. The man was carrying a loaded .38, which he said he had because he was distraught.
1284. Date: April 28, 1998
Target: Governor Mike Huckabee
Location: Little Rock, Arkansas
Details: About 250 protesters, complaining about welfare reform, stormed the hall where he was supposed to speak. They pounded their fists on Huckabee's vehicle as he fled the conference. Huckabee added security at other appearances later that day.
1285. Date: September 13, 1998
Target: Prime Minister Fatos Nano
Location: Tirana, Kosovo
Details: About 2,000 Democratic Party supporters stormed the government's offices and set fire to the ground floor and nearby cars. Nano and several other ministers fled their offices amid a hail of gunfire. One protester was killed and four guards were wounded in the shoot-out. On the following day, shooting broke out between protesters outside Nano's offices and persons inside. Guards sent supporters fleeing amid a hail of bullets, wounding at least three demonstrators. Protesters then threw several grenades into the building, causing explosions.
1286. Date: November 15, 1998
Target: Parliament Members
Location: Jakarta, Indonesia
Details: An estimated 20,000 pro-democracy students rioted in the capitol. At least 16 were killed and hundreds injured. Twelve-hundred had reportedly been killed during previous riots.
1287. Date: December 30, 1998
Target: Governor Mike Huckabee
Location: Little Rock, Arkansas
Details: When wheelchair-bound protesters clogged Huckabee's front office, his bodyguards recommended that he escape using a wooden ladder to climb down the old Capitol dumbwaiter shaft. The troopers were criticized for having no coordinated response to Capitol protesters. A diagram of the escape route was published in the local newspaper.
1288. Date: July 29, 1999
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Rabat, Morocco
Details: Clinton and 40 heads of state attended the funeral for King Hassan. Clinton walked in the funeral cortege for two to three miles through the city streets, with thousands of mourners pressing in from both sides. The Secret Service struggled to provide adequate protection and keep unscreened crowds back.
1289. Date: March 1, 1999
Target: Former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: Shouting "traitor," a man rushed up and struck Nakasone while he was attending a funeral. Police grabbed the man.
1290. Date: September 5, 1999
Target: Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
Location: Berlin, Germany
Details: Students making a film about a killer brandishing a gun on the balcony of a high-rise apartment block had a shock when police burst in, fearing an assassination attempt on Schroeder. Schroeder was meeting party leaders in a building across the street when his bodyguards spotted the rifle barrel on the 10th floor balcony and raised the alarm. The rifle was a fake, but the police confiscated it anyway before allowing the students to continue making their film.
1291. Date: November 20, 1999
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Athens, Greece
Details: Anti-American demonstrators burned stores and banks on Clinton's Friday night arrival in the Greek capital, but the streets were quiet on Saturday. Shortly after the plane left Athens, Larry Cockell, the president's top bodyguard, took the highly unusual step of asking all aboard to examine their belongings, because there had been a threat. Security always is tight on Air Force One, but veteran travelers on the presidential plane could not recall ever being asked to search their bags while the plane was in the air. Even senior staff members were required to go through their bags. Nothing unusual was found.
1292. Date: December 1, 1999
Target: President Bill Clinton and Governor Tom Vilsack
Location: Seattle, Washington
Details: Authorities imposed a curfew in Seattle as police fired tear gas in clashes with demonstrators. Police temporarily sealed off a downtown hotel with Clinton inside as clashes erupted nearby. There were 400 arrests of demonstrators. Iowa Governor Tom Vilsack was being driven to a WTO meeting, but found the road blocked by protesters and decided to walk. Two Iowa troopers and two Washington troopers escorted him. The crowd initially showed no inclination toward violence, until his contingent was in the midst of the demonstrators, and people began to scream at them. A trooper moved to protect Vilsack, and was hit, kicked, and punched by the crowd. Protesters pummeled one state trooper bending over Vilsack to protect him. The other troopers pulled Vilsack from the crowd, and he was hustled back to his hotel room.
1293. Date: December 31, 1999
Target: Singer Celine Dion
Location: Montreal, Canada
Details: Dion had just left the stage during her New Year's Eve concert when an obsessed fan attempted to follow her to the dressing room. Security guards stopped him. Later, when she left her dressing room, the fan lunged in her direction, but was again stopped. He pulled a 300,000-volt stun gun and shocked three bodyguards before he was overpowered and arrested. Dion was not injured.
1294. Date: September 4, 2000
Target: First Lady Hillary Clinton
Location: New York, New York
Details: A woman bit a Secret Service agent who had intervened to prevent her approach to Mrs. Clinton. The agent went to the hospital for treatment and the woman was arrested and charged with second-degree assault.
1295. Date: October 5, 2000
Target: President Slobodan Milosevic
Location: Belgrade, Yugoslavia
Details: Protesters commandeered a dredging machine and used it to break through the Parliament building's front door. The protesters were trying to force the resignation of Milosevic. Thousands of protesters seized the building and set several fires.
1296. Date: October 30, 2000
Target: Singer Moon Unit Zappa
Location: Santa Ana, California
Details: FBI agents arrested Timothy Mark Brownfield for allegedly threatening to kill Zappa. A federal grand jury indicted Brownfield after he allegedly mailed a package of documents to the FBI's Santa Ana office in which he threatened to kill Zappa, although the threat "was not terribly detailed." Brownfield reportedly wrote that he was angry with Zappa and her late father, Frank Zappa, for stealing the lyrics to the 1982 song "Valley Girl" from him.
1297. Date: November 18, 2000
Target: Governor George W. Bush
Location: Austin, Texas
Details: Two Capitol Police officers on foot patrol around the Governor's Mansion tried to stop a pickup truck driven by a drunken man, who tried to run them over. The officers fired five shots at the truck, but the man continued on. Police found the truck a few blocks away with the man passed out inside, and he was arrested. No one was injured.
1298. Date: December 28, 2000
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: A man paraglided into the forecourt of Buckingham Palace as a publicity stunt for his Internet company. Police arrested him. A police helicopter had pursued the motorized parachute across central London before it landed, and police were waiting to make the arrest.
1299. Date: January 16, 2001
Target: Governor Gray Davis and State Legislators
Location: Sacramento, California
Details: A man drove a tractor-trailer onto the Capitol grounds. After circling the building, he accelerated to 70 mph, jumped the curb, and crashed into the Capitol building. His truck exploded into flames, killing him. The legislature was in session, but no one was injured. The Capitol sustained $16.5 million in damages.
1300. Date: January 20, 2001
Target: President-elect George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Richard Weaver, known as the "Handshake Man," followed VIPs through two checkpoints around the U.S. Capitol, entering the presidential inauguration ceremony without a ticket. He later approached Bush, shook his hand, and slipped a coin into his hand along with a note that said, "Keep Christ first and he will grant you another miracle victory in 4 years." Weaver had slipped into previous high-security events, including both of President Clinton's inaugurals. Secret Service agents interviewed him after Clinton's second inaugural in 1997. Feeling that Weaver would attempt another stunt, they circulated his photo to Bush's inaugural detail, but he still made it through.
1301. Date: February 23, 2001
Target: Governor Rick Perry and Legislators
Location: Austin, Texas
Details: A man tried twice to park his pickup truck in a restricted zone at the State Capitol Building and was asked to move by security guards. He circled the building twice before veering off and crashing through a gate. He stopped his truck about 150 yards from the building, got out waving his arms and yelling, "Fire!" and tried to put a lit cigarette into his truck's gas tank. He was seized by police and held for mental examination.
1302. Date: March 6, 2001
Target: Actress Pamela Anderson
Location: Malibu, California
Details: Police arrested a woman after she was reportedly discovered sleeping inside Anderson's house. The woman was reportedly spotted on Anderson's property a few weeks before. She confessed to being infatuated with the actress, pleaded guilty to breaking and entering, and was sentenced to return to her home country of France. Anderson was reportedly home at the time of the break-in and called police.
1303. Date: June 12, 2001
Target: Celebrity Michael Skupin
Location: Columbia, Missouri
Details: Skupin was at an event promoting workplace safety, when a PETA activist doused him in the face with pepper spray. Several other people, including some children, were also sprayed. The activist was arrested on three counts of assault. Skupin had been one of the contestants in the "Survivor -- The Australian Outback" series, and the activist was protesting that Skupin had killed and eaten a pig on the show.
1304. Date: June 13, 2001
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Details: About 30 Greenpeace environmental activists chained themselves together to block an exit at the military airfield where Bush arrived to attend a NATO summit. His motorcade left the airport by another exit.
1305. Date: July 7, 2001
Target: Mayor Paul Schell
Location: Seattle, Washington
Details: Schell was making a speech while a black activist used a megaphone to loudly criticize the police shooting of a black man on May 31. Schell attempted to talk to the man, but the protester struck him in the face with the megaphone, breaking bones above and below Schell's eye. He was taken to the hospital and the activist was arrested for assault.
1306. Date: July 12, 2001
Target: Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi
Location: Tokyo, Japan
Details: While Koizumi made a speech about upcoming elections, a middle-aged man stabbed himself in the abdomen with a knife less than 20 yards away, attempting to commit suicide. Police disarmed the man, rushed him to a hospital and he survived. He was reportedly a member of a far right activist group.
1307. Date: July 31, 2001
Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: Sao Paulo, Brazil
Details: Blair entered the Botanical Garden and prepared to have his photograph taken. Two Greenpeace protesters tried to push past security guards, apparently to give Blair a letter. One got within a yard of him before being wrestled to the ground.
1308. Date: November 8, 2001
Target: Prince Charles
Location: Riga, Latvia
Details: Charles was laying a wreath at the Freedom Monument, and approached a crowd to chat. An anti-war protester slapped him around the face with a rose. The prince ducked and tried to fend off the woman. The woman was arrested
1309. Date: March 2, 2002
Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: London, England
Details: Blair's office received one of 16 packages containing bottles of caustic soda disguised as eucalyptus aromatherapy products, mailed to public figures and their staffs. Security at Blair House discovered the packages after police passed along a telephone warning from the militant group Scottish National Liberation Army (SNLA). In 2001, the same group had sent a bogus anthrax letter to a university shortly before Prince William began attending there.
1310. Date: March 31, 2002
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Chattanooga, Tennessee
Details: A man called police from a pay phone and said he had "a 3,000-pound bomb," adding he had a problem and "the president had a problem." Police spotted the man's truck and chased Branch for 20 miles before they punctured the truck's tires and arrested him. A search of the truck revealed no bombs, though it was loaded with propane. In custody, the man continued to threaten Bush, saying that he was going to "blow him up."
1311. Date: May 7, 2002
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: Newcastle, England
Details: A streaker ran nude past the queen's car while she was on her way to a dedication ceremony. Police arrested him.
1312. Date: February 6, 2003
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Richard Weaver, nicknamed the "Handshake Man," made his way without a ticket into the National Prayer Breakfast at the Washington Hilton Hotel. He found an empty seat near the head table where Bush was seated with several other dignitaries. During the event, he unhooked a rope in front of the head table and handed Bush an eight-page typed "message from God" about Iraq. Secret Service agents escorted him away and questioned him in his hotel room. He was not charged.
1313. Date: March 12, 2003
Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: London, England
Details: A man carrying a placard along Blair's motorcade route ran into the road, forcing Blair's car to stop. The man grabbed onto the car before being seized. In February 2001, the same man attempted a symbolic citizen's arrest of African Leader, President Mugabe.
1314. Date: June 21, 2003
Target: Prince William
Location: London, England
Details: William was making a speech at his private birthday party at Windsor Castle when a man stumbled onto the stage and grabbed the microphone. Bodyguards dragged him away as he began shouting. The man, who was dressed in a pink gown and turban as the "comedy terrorist," was arrested. Earlier in the year, the same man grabbed the microphone from London Mayor Ken Livingstone at an anti-war rally.
1315. Date: July 11, 2003
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Uganda, Africa
Details: During Bush's visit to Africa, a man with no press credential or passport boarded a chartered United Airlines 747 carrying 130 members of the press. He boarded a bus used to transport the delegation to their hotel. When Secret Service agents became aware of him at the hotel, he was arrested and taken away.
1316. Date: July 22, 2003
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Details: A male guest at the queen's tea party removed his trousers while standing about ten yards from her. He then sprinted off and was tackled by security personnel.
1317. Date: November 1, 2003
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Southaven, Mississippi
Details: A woman drove her car past a police checkpoint at a civic center where Bush was speaking. She drove over the curb, through a gate, and rammed the building near a loading dock. Police and Secret Service agents swarmed the car with weapons drawn and took her and her three children into custody. The woman was charged with aggravated assault on two sheriff's deputies who attempted to stop her.
1318. Date: November 2003
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: A Daily Mirror reporter exposed royal security lapses when he got a job at Buckingham Palace as a butler for two months. In a series of articles, he detailed daily royal life inside the palace and security preparations for the visit of President George W. Bush. One article was titled, "I Could Have Poisoned the Queen." He took numerous pictures of private areas, including a photo of himself next to a royal limousine with the caption: "I could have planted a bomb in this royal car." He had used bogus references to get the job.
1319. Date: December 10, 2003
Target: Governor Jeb Bush
Location: Tallahassee, Florida
Details: Two men were arrested after stealing a car and crashing it through the gates of the governor's mansion. No one was injured in the incident.
1320. Date: March 15, 2004
Target: President George W, Bush
Location: Ontario, California
Details: A young man who claimed to be a Secret Service agent was arrested after attempting to enter a secure area at the Ontario International Airport. The man attempted to drive his vehicle through a gate that had opened as police officers drove through. The gate closed before the man could follow them through. He claimed he was on the security detail for Bush and needed to catch a plane. He was dressed in a black suit with pilot's wings and sunglasses. Two days before, he had been cited for trespassing on a naval air station in Imperial County. He was also interviewed in May 2003 when he attempted to gain access to a restricted rooftop of a hotel in Las Vegas.
1321. Date: April 21, 2004
Target: Prime Minister John Howard
Location: Victoria, Australia
Details: As Howard mingled with people at a garden tea party, security agents confronted a man who wasn't wearing a credential. The man head-butted the agent, giving him a bloody nose. Other police and agents handcuffed the man and took him away. He yelled about how the Court was torturing his children. He was charged with assault.
1322. Date: April 27, 2004
Target: President Moammar Gadhafi
Location: Brussels, Belgium
Details: Wearing an earpiece and a lapel badge, a man gained access to Gadhafi from behind as Gadhafi was shaking hands with Commission President Romano Prodi during an official visit. As the man tried to hand Gadhafi a letter, a Belgium security agent grabbed him and dragged him away.
1323. Date: May 18, 2004
Target: Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
Location: Mannheim, Germany
Details: Schroeder was seated behind a table signing autographs at a campaign event. A man lunged across the table and slapped him in the face. Four bodyguards subdued the man and police took him into custody.
1324. Date: May 27, 2004
Target: Governor Sila Calderon
Location: San Juan, Puerto Rico
Details: A man who had lost his government job and had contacted the governor's office several times to demand help, made his way into the Mansion. He took a staff person hostage, holding a knife to her throat and demanding to talk to the governor. Police negotiated with the man during the three-hour standoff. The Governor agreed to hear the man's demands. SWAT officers led her to the door of the room, where a SWAT officer read a letter the man provided. The man then demanded to see the governor to verify she was there. They opened the door and the man laid his knife down and was taken into custody. He had previously been arrested for robbery and car theft.
1325. Date: June 16, 2004
Target: President Jacques Chirac
Location: Paris, France
Details: French power workers cut electricity to Chirac's official residence in a series of targeted outages.
1326. Date: August 16, 2004
Target: Olympic Games
Location: Athens, Greece
Details: A Canadian man dressed in a tutu and clown shoes mounted a diving platform and dove into the pool, during a synchronized diving event. He was grabbed by security and taken away. It was an embarrassing breach of security, since Athens was spending $1.4 billion to provide security for the games.
1327. Date: September 13, 2004
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: A protester dressed in a Batman costume scaled the front wall of Buckingham Palace and stood on a ledge near the balcony where the royal family appears on ceremonial occasions. He hung a banner calling for greater custody rights for divorced or separated fathers. No member of the royal family was in the palace at the time.
1328. Date: October 7, 2004
Target: Actor Mel Gibson
Location: Malibu, California
Details: A man was arrested after showing up at Gibson's home in violation of a restraining order. The man had visited Gibson's Malibu home and church, demanding that the star pray with him. He also sent several threatening letters to Gibson, insisting the two pray together. Sinclair was arrested after the second visit to Gibson's home. Sinclair was found guilty of stalking and sent to a mental hospital for evaluation.
1329. Date: November 15, 2004
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man approached the northwest guardhouse at the White House and asked security officers to deliver a note to Bush. The officers turned him away. He stepped about 15 feet away and used a lighter to ignite his jacket. Secret Service officers wrestled him to the ground and doused the flames with a fire extinguisher. He was taken to Washington Hospital Center, where he was listed in critical condition with burns over 30 percent of his body. The man was an informant with the FBI in a terrorism investigation and was upset because they would not allow him to leave the country and return to his family in Yemen. Hours later, another man jumped the fence onto the White House grounds. He was tackled by uniformed officers and taken away.
1330. Date: December 6, 2004
Target: Mayor Coleen Seng
Location: Lincoln, Nebraska
Details: A small amount of potentially dangerous mercury spilled from an anonymous letter sent to the mayor's office. The mercury landed on the skirt of a worker there and on the floor. Two chairs and a patch of carpet were removed from the office as a precaution. A second mercury-laced letter was sent to the police chief, but was not opened. No injuries resulted from the letters.
1331. Date: January 18, 2005
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Lowell Timmers reportedly drove a van to the Secret Service security shack near the White House. He claimed to have 15 gallons of gasoline and a triggering device. Guns drawn, Secret Service personnel swarmed around the van. The man refused to leave the vehicle, and authorities decided to retreat in hopes of ending the standoff peacefully. They set up a perimeter to control a potential bomb blast and used robotic equipment to deliver a telephone to the man, which was used during negotiations. Finally, he walked out of the van and into police custody. He was charged with making threats. Police said they found "devices" that appeared to be hazardous in the van, and bomb technicians deactivated them.
1332. Date: January 23, 2005
Target: Actress Nicole Kidman
Location: Sydney, Australia
Details: A Sydney court ordered celebrity photographer Jamie Fawcett to give a DNA sample to police investigating the apparent bugging of Kidman's home. The bug was found outside the actress' home during a search by her security staff. Kidman was granted a restraining order against Fawcett and another Sydney photographer, Ben McDonald, earlier in the year after providing testimony that the pair was hounding her so much that she was afraid to leave her home.
1333. Date: January 31, 2005
Target: Oregon Legislators
Location: Salem, Oregon
Details: A man ran into the State Senate chamber yelling obscenities, and then sat at the podium. He demanded to speak with the governor and talked about "housing problems." He was charged with criminal mischief and menacing and disorderly conduct and taken to a hospital for a mental evaluation.
1334. Date: April 6, 2005
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: An undercover reporter and his photographer rented a van, put on coveralls, and used a fake delivery note to trick police into letting them drive their van near Queen Elizabeth's apartment at Windsor Castle. The van carried a box with the word "bomb" printed on it. The breach took place three days before the royal wedding between Prince Charles and Camilla Parker Bowles. On April 3, two tourists climbed a fence at Windsor Castle to reach an area near the queen's rooms. British police ordered an inquiry to investigate the security breeches and two security officers were reportedly removed from duty.
1335. Date: April 8, 2005
Target: Vnesheconombank Vice Chairman Yury Zaostrovtsev
Location: Moscow, Russia
Details: Police received a call saying that an object "which looks like a bomb" had been discovered on a car with police number plates. Wires stuck out from the oval-shaped object attached to the car's hood. The device also had a flashing light diode. Bomb disposal experts determined that the device was a fake.
1336. Date: April 11, 2005
Target: U.S. Capitol
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man showed up at the White House on April 9 and asked to speak to President Bush. Later in the day, the man rolled two suitcases to a fountain on the west side of the Capitol Building. A Capitol Police officer approached him and the man again asked to speak to the president. Worried that the man might be a suicide bomber, the officer called for help, which triggered a massive police response and shut down some streets and tours of the Capitol for three hours. A Capitol Police SWAT team charged and tackled the man, taking him into custody. Neither of the bags turned out to contain explosives.
1337. Date: April 15, 2005
Target: Chess Grandmaster Garry Kasparov
Location: Moscow, Russia
Details: Kasparov was attending a meeting with young opposition activists. A fan asked him to autograph his chessboard, then struck him over the head with it, causing a bruise. The man attempted to hit him again, but was dragged away by security personnel.
1338. Date: April 22, 2005
Target: Supreme Court Justices and Others
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A woman mailed 14 threatening letters -- each with a baked item or piece of candy laced with rat poison -- to a variety of federal officials: the nine Supreme Court justices; FBI Director Robert Mueller; his deputy; the chief of naval operations; the Air Force chief of staff and the chief of staff of the Army. Each envelope contained a one-page typewritten letter stating either "I am" or "We are," followed by "going to kill you. This is poisoned." All the letters were intercepted at mail facilities, where handlers noticed the contents leaking through the package. The perpetrator was sentenced to serve 15 years in prison.
1339. Date: April 26, 2005
Target: Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott
Location: Hull, Great Britain
Details: Greenpeace protesters used ladders to stage a demonstration on the roof of Prescott's house. Eight of the group's members installed two solar panels on the roof. Security officers reportedly challenged the protesters, and then withdrew when they realized it was a non-violent situation.
1340. Date: May 16, 2005
Target: Arizona Capitol Building
Location: Phoenix, Arizona
Details: A Senate page found a package near a tree about 100 feet from the southeast corner of the state Senate building. The packaged was wrapped with tape and marked "bomb" and "6 p.m." The Senate, House, and Department of Economic Security were evacuated, and adjacent streets were shut down. Bomb-sniffing dogs searched the House and Senate buildings, but no explosives were found. A DPS robot examined the package, fired a blast of water into it, and found it did not contain any explosives.
1341. Date: May 20, 2005
Target: Governor Bill Richardson
Location: Sante Fe, New Mexico
Details: The director of mail operations for Richardson's office opened an envelope containing white powder and a letter threatening the governor. The Capitol Building was closed and the powder was tested by an FBI lab, which determined it to be harmless.
1342. Date: May 31, 2005
Target: Actress Lindsay Lohan
Location: West Hollywood, California
Details: Lohan was reportedly making a U-turn to get to a police vehicle when a photographer intentionally crashed into her car. Lohan suffered cuts and bruises in the accident. Police said the photographer, Galo Ramirez, was in a van following Lohan when the actress spotted a police vehicle going in the opposite direction. Lohan was trying to reach the police vehicle to report that she was being pursued. Police said Ramirez then intentionally rammed the left rear of her car.
1343. Date: June 1, 2005
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man in a T-shirt and baggy pants at the White House Northwest gate presented what was presumably a driver's license. When he was refused entrance and told to stand back, he scrambled over the fence. Security tackled the man on the White House lawn. The man was not armed.
1344. Date: June 15, 2005
Target: Prince Harry
Location: Camberley, Surrey
Details: Authorities at Sandhurst Military Academy reviewed its security procedures after a reporter walked around the grounds with a fake bomb and filmed Prince Harry marching with fellow cadets. The reporter from The Sun spent seven hours wandering the grounds and corridors of Sandhurst Military Academy, including the accommodation block where the prince lived. He had gained access by presenting a credit card.
1345. Date: June 17, 2005
Target: Celebrity Leonardo DiCaprio
Location: Hollywood Hills, California
Details: DiCaprio was attending a party at a private residence when a woman reportedly hit him in the head with a beer bottle before being restrained by witnesses. He was cut near his ear and required about a dozen stitches. The woman was reportedly trespassing and had been repeatedly asked to leave before the attack. DiCaprio later filed an assault complaint.
1346. Date: July 7, 2005
Target: Prime Minister John Howard
Location: Sydney, Australia
Details: Police arrested a man armed with a knife after he attempted to toss a burning package over the fence of Howard's residence. Howard was not in the residence. The attacker suffered burns, but no one else was injured in the incident. The man then allegedly threatened officers from the Australian Protective Services with a knife.
1347. Date: August 14, 2005
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Crawford, Texas
Details: One of Bush's neighbors reportedly fired a shotgun blast on his property that startled Secret Service agents and nearby anti-war protesters. He told reporters he was simply preparing for the start of dove-hunting season. Police rushed to the home after the shot was fired, but said no laws were broken.
1348. Date: October 21, 2005
Target: U.S. Capitol
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A driver and his hitchhiking passenger parked near the Capitol Building. He approached a Capitol Police officer and told him that there was a bomb in his car. Police took both men into custody. The driver was held for a mental evaluation and the hitchhiker was released. Bomb technicians examined the car and exploded a package that concerned them, but no bomb was found.
1349. Date: November 1, 2005
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A knife-wielding man slashed at four people in a park near the White House. Two were taken to the hospital. A suspect was reportedly arrested by the Uniformed Division of the Secret Service and handed over to U.S. Park Police.
1350. Date: December 4, 2005
Target: Chelsea Clinton (daughter of President Clinton)
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: A man named Shawn Cox was arrested after he jumped the fence onto the White House grounds in what he later reportedly described as an attempt to find Chelsea Clinton. Cox reportedly thought Clinton still lived at the White House and thought he was destined to marry her. Cox had a record with the Secret Service. He did not have a weapon. Bush was home at when Cox climbed the fence on the northeast side of the property. Uniformed Secret Service officers stood by with guns drawn while an agent escorted Cox to a guard station.
1351. Date: February 3, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush and Others
Location: Asbury Park, New Jersey
Details: More than 200 letters containing a sheet of paper with the word "anthrax" written in multi-colored block letters were sent to President Bush, government agencies, media personalities, actors and actresses, and businesses. None of the envelopes contained anthrax. The US Postal Service intercepted twenty of the letters in May and June. FBI agents and investigators from the New Jersey State Police and US Secret Service arrested the perpetrator without incident at his apartment.
1352. Date: February 6, 2006
Target: Singer Britney Spears
Location: Malibu, California
Details: Spears's bodyguard reportedly drove her and her infant son to a Starbucks for a cup of coffee. The bodyguard went inside while Spears waited in the car. She reportedly became unnerved when several photographers swarmed around her SUV to get pictures. She reportedly moved her infant from his car seat to her lap. Spears then moved behind the steering wheel and drove away with the infant on her lap after her bodyguard returned. Pictures of her driving with the infant on her lap were published, creating an uproar about her being a bad mother.
1353. Date: March 22, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man tossed a suspicious package onto the North Lawn of the White House, setting off a security alert. He was taken into custody. After a remote-controlled device probed the package, the Secret Service determined it was not hazardous.
1354. Date: April 2, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man was arrested after authorities saw him throw a package over the fence at the White House. When he was searched, officers reportedly found brass knuckles in his possession. The Secret Service did not reveal what was in the package, but officials said it was nothing dangerous. The man was charged with carrying a prohibited weapon.
1355. Date: April 9, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, DC
Details: An intruder jumped over the White House fence and ran through the grounds before being subdued by police and an anti-terrorist team. A police dog was used to keep the intruder at bay before his arrest. The man ranted at security guards as they arrested him at gunpoint. The Secret Service said the man was known to them as a "fence-jumper and nuisance." Bush was in the White House at the time. There have reportedly been 24 fence jumpers between 1989 and 1994.
1356. Date: May 18, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Queens, New York
Details: Acting on an anonymous telephone tip, federal agents arrested a teenage young man for manufacturing Secret Service credentials. According to a federal criminal complaint, the man admitted to manufacturing and selling the Secret Service IDs and showed agents the computer and printer he used to produce the fakes. The counterfeit credentials bore the name of a Secret Service agent involved in his arrest the previous year. In that case, the teenager allegedly made repeated telephone and written threats against Bush and warned that he would bomb federal buildings.
1357. Date: June 7, 2006
Target: Parliament
Location: London, England
Details: A man entered the Parliament building and spread a powdery substance on the floor of the lobby. He was taken into custody, the building was closed, and police tested the substance for anthrax. Thirty minutes later the Parliament reopened, police having concluded the powder was harmless.
1358. Date: August 13, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A woman was arrested for carrying a machete outside the White House. She was charged with possession of a prohibited weapon. The Secret Service described the weapon as a 13-inch machete. Bush had reportedly returned to the White House just minutes earlier.
1359. Date: September 7, 2006
Target: Prince Charles
Location: London, England
Details: Three men, including a tabloid newspaper reporter, were arrested over a plot to bug telephone conversations involving the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall. The investigation by Scotland Yard's anti-terrorist branch was launched after complaints from members of staff at Clarence House, the couple's London home, which Princes William and Harry frequently visit. The allegations related to the interception of mobile phones, rather than landlines. Details of the Prince of Wales's travel arrangements were allegedly obtained. The investigation extended beyond Clarence House and police reportedly believed that public figures beyond the Royal household had their telephones intercepted.
1360. Date: September 18, 2006
Target: U.S. Capitol
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man driving an SUV stolen earlier in the day, slammed into a police vehicle blocking an entrance to a major construction site on the Capitol's east side, across from the Supreme Court. The man then ran up the Capitol steps, entered the building through a third-floor construction door. He reportedly ran through the rotunda and down some stairs to the basement on the opposite side of the building before being subdued by police. He was armed with a loaded handgun and had crack cocaine in his possession.
1361. Date: September 29, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Elk Grove, California
Details: An engineer at a nuclear power plant was arrested after he mailed two threatening letters containing a powdery substance to a country club where Bush was scheduled to visit on October 3. The letters reportedly contained threats to Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney and US Representaive John Doolittle. A federal affidavit said that Braun has sent a total of 51 threatening letters. The letters reportedly threatened the lives of the president, Cheney, First Lady Laura Bush and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. Each of the letters contained a written threat, usually death by some kind of WMD agent (anthrax, toxic chemical poison, radioactive dust or improvised explosives), and some unknown, white, powdery substance, or non-lethal items associated with an improvised explosive device. The substance usually turned out to be baking soda. FBI agents had the man under surveillance and watched as he dropped two letters into a mailbox.
1362. Date: October 1, 2006
Target: Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: London, England
Details: A man was arrested after he climbed a six-foot high set of iron railings around Blair's residence. He was reportedly armed with a knife. Security at Blair's residence was under review because the incident took place while ultra-sensitive footpad alarms were reportedly deactivated for gardening work. Blair was believed home at the time.
1363. Date: October 16, 2006
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, DC
Details: The Secret Service arrested a man after he climbed over the fence at the White House. He was charged with trespassing and possession of a controlled substance, which was cannabis. Bush was not at the White House when the incident occurred.
1364. Date: October 31, 2006
Target: Senator George Allen
Location: Charlottesville, Virginia
Details: A man approached Allen at an event loudly asking, "Why did you spit at your first wife, George?" Three Allen supporters grabbed the man and slung him to the carpet outside a hotel meeting room.
1365. Date: October 11, 2006
Target: Celebrities and Politicians
Location: Woodland Hills, California
Details: The Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) arrested a man for mailing threatening letters containing white powder to politicians, media figures and journalists. Multiple individuals in various cities, including New York, New Jersey and San Francisco, had received letters. Among those who received letters at either their residence or workplace were U.S. Rep. Nancy Pelosi, U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, entertainer Jon Stewart, Keith Olbermann, and David Letterman. Some of the letters included references to Alan Berg, a Jewish talk radio host murdered by white supremacists in 1984. Some letters contained photographs of deceased people. The powder was not dangerous.
1366. Date: February 23, 2007
Target: Actor Hugh Grant
Location: Amsterdam, The Netherlands
Details: Grant was standing at a rope-line meeting fans and reporters at a movie premier. Two women were able to get past the barricade on the ruse of getting their picture taken with him. One woman suddenly handcuffed herself to Grant. When the actor asked her for a key to unlock the cuffs, she explained she didn't have one. Grant had to stand in view of the press and public for ten minutes while police arrested the woman, and were eventually able to cut the chain on the handcuffs.
1367. Date: June 6, 2007
Target: Pope Benedict XVI
Location: Vatican City, Italy
Details: The Pope was riding in an open jeep past a large crowd. A man suddenly jumped over the concrete crowd barricade and attempted to jump into the Pope's vehicle. Security officers wrestled him to the ground as he reached the vehicle, and he was arrested.





Section 3C: Self-inflicted Wounds
An old football adage states, "the first rule of winning: Don't beat yourself." Here we look at a sampling of situations in which the protected person or members of an entourage figuratively (and in some cases, literally) shot themselves in the foot. Some cases in this section are tragic accidents; others could easily have been prevented through greater caution or better judgment.
1368. Date: October 11, 1974
Target: Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
Location: Cairo, Egypt
Details: As Kissinger's Air Force 707 began to taxi for takeoff, Secret Service agent Walter Bothe was wounded when his Uzi submachine gun, locked in its carrying case in the rear, apparently jarred and discharged a single shot. Bothe had reportedly taped the grip safety to enable faster service.
1369. Date: March 5, 1983
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: Yosemite National Park, California
Details: A Mariposa County Sheriff's vehicle scouting Queen Elizabeth's motorcade route rounded a curve in the Yosemite National Park foothills, crossed the centerline and collided head-on with a Secret Service car, killing three Secret Service agents. The collision occurred at 10:50 a.m., about 25 minutes ahead of the queen's motorcade.
1370. Date: June 2, 1988
Target: U.S. Ambassador John Kelly
Location: Beirut, Lebanon
Details: Kelly's limousine was hit by gunfire when bodyguards fired in the air to clear traffic for his motorcade. A nearby patrol of militiamen thought they were under fire and shot back, striking Kelly's car. No injuries were reported.
1371. Date: October 31, 1990
Target: President Patricio Aylwin
Location: Santiago, Chile
Details: A bodyguard for Aylwin was accidentally shot in the back and killed by another presidential bodyguard, while he was getting out of his car.
1372. Date: January 4, 1991
Target: President Robert Mugabe
Location: Harare, Zimbabwe
Details: A presidential bodyguard accidentally fired his shotgun through the roof of Mugabe's jet. He didn't report it, but the hole was discovered during a preflight test.
1373. Date: August 31, 1994
Target: PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat
Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
Details: Arafat jailed 27 of his bodyguards after they fired their weapons in the air to celebrate the wedding of a police captain. Arafat thought he was under attack.
1374. Date: November 7, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton
Location: Mundy Township, Michigan
Details: A tractor-trailer slammed into freeway traffic that was stopped for Clinton's motorcade, causing a fiery, chain-reaction collision. Two women and an infant were killed.
1375. Date: November 26, 1995
Target: Parliament Member Sergei Markidonov
Location: Chita, Russia
Details: Markidonov was shot in the head and killed by his bodyguard in their hotel room. The two had been drinking heavily. The bodyguard then shot himself, but survived. Markidonov was the fourth Russian lawmaker killed in one way or another in less than two years.
1376. Date: June 17, 1997
Target: First Prime Minister Norodom Ranariddh
Location: Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Details: A feud between Ranariddh and Second Prime Minister Hun Sen reportedly erupted into a two-hour gun battle between their bodyguards. At least two of Ranariddh's men were killed. One rocket landed in the courtyard of the U.S. Ambassador's residence. Both sides claimed the other was attempting an assassination. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright canceled a two-day trip there due to security concerns.
1377. Date: July 25, 1997
Target: Secretary of State Madeleine Albright
Location: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Details: One of Albright's security agents reportedly shot himself in the foot while checking his gun in his hotel room. Albright was attending a conference of Southeast Asian nations. The agent was treated at a local hospital and released the next day.
1378. Date: September 29, 1997
Target: U.S. Ambassador Edward Walker
Location: Hurghada, Egypt
Details: Three bodyguards for Walker reportedly left a suitcase with handguns at a restaurant. The embassy sent a driver to collect the weapons.
1379. Date: January 1, 1998
Target: Party Chairman Sheikh Shamseddine
Location: Beirut, Lebanon
Details: Shamseddine was praying at a mosque when his bodyguard said he spotted suspicious activity in the surrounding woods. According to the bodyguard's story, someone opened fire, wounding him, and he retaliated. Police found 30 casings from the bodyguard's gun, but no other evidence. Police concluded that the bodyguard had imagined the whole incident and that his wound probably came from one of his own bullets that ricocheted.
1380. Date: May 4, 1998
Target: Pope John Paul II
Location: Vatican City, Italy
Details: A member of the elite Swiss Guards shot and killed his commander, his commander's wife, and then himself. The killings occurred a few hundred yards from the Pope's apartment. The killings recalled a similar incident in 1959, when a Guard member shot and wounded his commander, and tried to kill himself. (The Swiss Guards have protected popes since 1506.)
1381. Date: August 26, 1999
Target: Prime Minister Ehud Barak
Location: Galilee, Israel
Details: A resident of a Galilee village where Barak was on holiday drew gunfire from bodyguards after refusing on principle to stop his car at a security roadblock. Bullets blew out the tires of his car in which his two young daughters also were traveling. The driver said he was fed up with the tight security in place for Barak's three-day vacation. Barak's office in Jerusalem issued a statement expressing regret over the incident and relief that it ended without injuries.
1382. Date: November 22, 1999
Target: Qahtan al-Ahmar (son of Parliament Speaker)
Location: Sanaa, Yemen
Details: Yemeni security forces shot and wounded a bodyguard escorting the son of a top official. The clash broke out at an airport after al-Ahmar refused to hand over his weapons and those of his bodyguards before entering the terminal. Al-Ahmar was arrested after the one-hour gun battle, in which the airport's tower was hit by at least one bullet.
1383. Date: December 27, 1999
Target: Singer Sean "Puffy" Combs
Location: Manhattan, New York
Details: Combs and his entourage, including actress/singer Jennifer Lopez, began to argue with patrons in a nightclub. Combs and another man reportedly pulled out guns and Barrow began firing, shooting three people. They fled the scene and were chased by police for several blocks before being caught. Police found a stolen 9mm handgun in the car. They arrested Combs and the other man, as well as Combs' driver. A bodyguard was arrested for possession of a weapon and marijuana. Combs was later acquitted.
1384. Date: June 12, 2001
Target: Queen Elizabeth II
Location: London, England
Details: An inquiry was launched after a police guard accidentally fired his Glock 9mm pistol inside Buckingham Palace. He was inside a designated loading area of the palace, and no one was injured. Previously, a guard traveling with the queen on her train accidentally fired two shots just yards from where the monarch and her husband were sleeping. No one was injured.
1385. Date: July 26, 2001
Target: Prince William
Location: London, England
Details: Scuffling with a photographer, a bodyguard's Glock 9mm pistol accidentally fell onto the pavement in front of William. The weapon did not fire and other bodyguards hustled William away.
1386. March 18, 2004
Target: Governor Jose Murat
Location: Oaxaca City, Mexico
Details: It was originally reported that six to eight assailants attacked Murat while driving in his car. Subsequent investigation revealed three bullet holes in the windshield of Murat's car came from shots fired by his chief bodyguard from inside the car. It also appeared the shell casings outside the car also came from the chief bodyguard's weapon. Investigators later announced Murat had staged the "attack," and his bodyguards were arrested for lying to investigators.
1387. Date: July 8, 2004
Target: President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
Location: Belo Horizonte, Brazil
Details: An elderly man died after being run over by a police motorcycle accompanying Silva's three-car motorcade.
1388. Date: November 30, 2004
Target: President Boris Tadic
Location: Belgrade, Serbia
Details: Tadic's motorcade was traveling through traffic when a car repeatedly tried to hit his motorcade. First reported as an assassination attempt in the media, the incident was later found to be an off-duty security guard from the U.S. Embassy, who became irritated at the manner in which Tadic's cars were driving. The guard did not realize it was the motorcade for the President.
1389. Date: February 11, 2006
Target: Vice President Dick Cheney
Location: Corpus Christi, Texas
Details: Cheney accidentally shot and wounded a companion during a quail-hunting trip, spraying the fellow hunter in the face and chest with shotgun pellets. Emergency personnel traveling with Cheney tended to the injured man until the ambulance arrived and transported him to the hospital.
1390. Date: September 18, 2006
Target: Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh
Location: Gaza City, Gaza Strip
Details: Haniyeh was approaching the Parliament Building when his path was blocked by protesters. His bodyguards then opened fire to disperse the crowd. At least one woman was reportedly hurt in the melee.







"I ran over to the Associated Press wire, with a red light flashing, meaning urgent story coming, and there was the flash: PRESIDENT SHOT ... And it all came back to me. All the police chiefs and Secret Service warnings that always seemed so stupid; all the worry and the jokes about assassinations; all the preparations I'd always laughed at."
Jerry Bruno and Jeff Greenfield, The Advance Man, on the assassination of JFK





Section 4


Attacks Against U.S. Presidents
At the time of President Abraham Lincoln's death, he kept an envelope entitled "Assassinations," which contained 80 death threats. Presidents today receive that many threats nearly every week.
There are 15 officially-counted attacks on U.S. Presidents, with weapons including pistols, a rifle, an assault rifle, a bomb, and even an airplane. Only one attack involved multiple gunmen, and they were the only people in the official 15 that could be called terrorists. All of the other attackers acted alone, although Booth's shooting of Abraham Lincoln was part of a conspiracy and he was arguably a terrorist.
We said only 15 incidents are officially counted as attacks on U.S. Presidents, however there have been many more attempts on the lives of U.S. Presidents, some foiled or deterred at the scene (a woman realizes she can't get into an event without her handgun being detected, for example), and some never reported publicly. Also, the criteria for what is or is not called an attack is not always consistent. For example, an attempt by Samuel Byck to hijack an airliner and force it to crash into the White House is counted as a attack even though Byck didn't get the jet off the ground -- while an attack in which a stolen plane was actually crashed into the White House was not counted as an attack.
For the purposes of comparison to the insights gained from the cases in the Compendium, we're provided a brief review of all the officially-counted attacks on all U.S. Presidents. (Those attacks that occurred after 1960 are also included in earlier sections.)
1391. Date: January 30, 1835
Target: President Andrew Jackson
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Jackson was attending a state funeral at the Capitol Building. Richard Lawrence, an out-of-work house painter, read in the newspaper that Jackson would attend and staked out the East Portico. When Jackson emerged, Lawrence stepped from behind a pillar 13 feet away and drew two single-shot pistols. The cap of one fired, but the bullet didn't fire. Jackson heard the noise, and charged Lawrence with his cane raised. Lawrence fired the second pistol, but it also misfired. He was apprehended, prosecuted, and committed to a mental hospital where he later died.
1392. Date: April 14, 1865
Target: President Abraham Lincoln
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Lincoln was watching the play Our American Cousin at Ford's Theater, seated with his wife Mary, Major Henry Rathbone, and Clara Harris in Box 7. Officer John Parker, who was assigned as his bodyguard, became bored and went next door to a saloon to get a drink, leaving Lincoln unprotected. John Wilkes Booth, one of nine conspirators, stepped into the box behind Lincoln and shot him in the back of the head with a .44 caliber Derringer. He then stabbed Rathbone, jumped onto the stage, and escaped. Lincoln was carried across the street to the Peterson House, where he died nine hours later. Booth was shot and killed by soldiers on April 26, while hiding in a barn near Bowling Green, Virginia.
1393. Date: July 2, 1881
Target: President James Garfield
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Charles Guiteau waited for Garfield to arrive at the train station after reading in the newspaper that he would leave that day. Garfield arrived unguarded, accompanied by Secretary of State James Blaine. As Garfield walked through the waiting room, Guiteau approached them from the rear and fired a .44 British Bulldog revolver, striking Garfield in the back. The bullet fractured his eleventh and twelfth ribs, the first lumbar vertebra, severed a large artery, and stopped behind the pancreas. He then stepped closer and fired again, but only pierced Garfield's coat sleeve. Guiteau was apprehended by a nearby policeman, tried, and hung. Garfield was rushed back to the White House, but died two months later from complications.
1394. Date: September 6, 1901
Target: President William McKinley
Location: Buffalo, New York
Details: Leon Czolgosz read in the Buffalo newspaper that McKinley would be shaking hands in a receiving line at the Pan American Exposition Hall. The hall was heavily guarded with soldiers, Expo police, four Secret Service agents and four Buffalo police detectives. Czolgosz approached with a .32 Iver Johnson revolver concealed with a handkerchief wrapped around his hand. When McKinley moved to shake his hand, Czolgosz pushed it aside and shot him twice, once in the breastbone and once in the abdomen. The first bullet didn't penetrate; the second came to rest in the muscles of his back. At the time of the shots, one Secret Service agent had his hand on Czolgosz's back, pushing him through the line. Czolgosz was overpowered, tried, and electrocuted. McKinley died eight days after the attack.
1395. Date: October 14, 1912
Target: Former President Theodore Roosevelt
Location: Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Details: John Schrank followed Roosevelt for 2,000 miles through eight states in 24 days of campaigning, waiting for an opportunity to kill him. Roosevelt walked out of his hotel, got into his open car, and turned to wave at the crowd. Schrank fired his .38 Colt revolver from six feet away. Roosevelt was struck in the right chest, suffering only a broken fourth rib and a minor wound. A metal case for carrying reading glasses and a folded 50-page speech slowed the bullet substantially, such that Roosevelt was able to complete his speech. He told the audience, "It takes more than one bullet to stop a bull moose!" After the speech, he was taken to the hospital for treatment. He carried the bullet in his chest until he died seven years later, of natural causes. Schrank was tried and spent the rest of his life in prison.
1396. Date: February 15, 1933
Target: President-elect Franklin D. Roosevelt
Location: Miami, Florida
Details: Giuseppe Zangara read in the newspaper that Roosevelt would visit Bayfront Park. He was waiting among a crowd of 10,000 people in the bleachers when Roosevelt's motorcade pulled up and stopped. Roosevelt made a short speech from his open car, and then Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak came down from the stage to visit with Roosevelt. Zangara fired five shots from a .32 revolver at a distance of 25 feet. Five people were hit: Three bystanders collapsed with head wounds, a woman was struck in the stomach, and Cermak was hit in the right side, striking his lung. Though Roosevelt was not injured, Cermak died from his wounds three weeks after the attack.
1397. Date: November 1, 1950 
Target: President Harry Truman
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Truman was staying at Blair House while the White House was being restored. Oscar Collazo and Griselio Torresola were intent on bringing attention to the issue of Puerto Rican independence. Collazo approached the Blair House from the east armed with a Walther P-38 pistol, and Torresola approached from the west armed with a Luger pistol. They attempted to rush the front door and had agreed to shoot anyone who got in their way. In the ensuing gun battle, one White House policeman was killed, as was Torresola. Collazo was wounded and captured. Twenty-seven shots were fired in less than three minutes. Collazo was sentenced to death, but Truman later commuted it to life in prison. He was later freed when President Carter commuted that sentence. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
1398. Date: December 11, 1960
Target: President-elect John F. Kennedy
Location: Palm Beach, Florida
Details: Kennedy was staying at his father's home in Florida, following his election victory. He emerged from the house to go to mass, accompanied by his wife, daughter, and several nieces and nephews. Across the street, Richard Pavlick sat in his car and watched Kennedy prepare to leave. On the seat next to Pavlick were many sticks of dynamite wired to a knife switch. He planned to ram Kennedy's car and throw the switch, killing Kennedy and himself in the process. Seeing the children with the President-elect, he decided to kill Kennedy another day and left. Pavlick had visited the compound to observe security prior to this aborted attempt. Later, he visited a church the Presidentelect frequented, to learn about its interior. Police were tipped off to Pavlick by a postmaster who had received alarming letters from him. Four days after the aborted attempt at Kennedy's home, Pavlick was arrested without incident. They found with him the sticks of dynamite, and a letter, written in the past tense, explaining why he had killed Kennedy.
1399. Date: November 22, 1963
Target: President John F. Kennedy
Location: Dallas, Texas
Details: Kennedy was riding in an open car through the streets of Dallas to attend political meetings. Three rounds from a Mannlicher-Carcano 6.5mm rifle were fired at Kennedy's car as it passed the Texas School Book Depository, where Oswald worked. According to the Warren Commission investigation, the first round missed, the second round struck Kennedy in the back, passed through him, then struck Texas Governor John Connally in the back, passed through his chest, through his wrist, coming to rest in his thigh, and the third round struck Kennedy in the head, causing a massive, fatal wound. Kennedy died on the scene but was rushed to Parkland Hospital, where he was declared dead. Oswald reportedly fled the Book Depository and later allegedly murdered a policeman before being arrested. The shots fired from the Texas School Book Depository covered a distance of 263 feet, the farthest distance from which anyone has harmed a U.S. President. Controversy has continued for four decades about the number of shots fired, the origin of shots, and the number of assailants.
1400. Date: February 22, 1974
Target: President Richard Nixon
Location: Baltimore, Maryland
Details: Samuel Byck shot his way onto a Delta jet at the Baltimore-Washington Airport. He intended to hijack the plane, force the pilots to take off, and then crash the plane into the White House to kill Nixon. He killed a security guard and the crew, before police shot and wounded him. He then killed himself. He was armed with a .22 revolver and a gasoline bomb in a briefcase.
1401. Date: September 5, 1975 
Target: President Gerald Ford
Location: Sacramento, California
Details: Ford was walking through a park from his hotel to the state capitol building, during an official visit. Lynette "Squeaky" Fromme stood among a large group of well-wishers along the route. As Ford neared her, she pulled a Colt .45 pistol out and aimed it at Ford. Secret Service Agent Larry Buendorf grabbed the gun and disarmed her, while other agents surrounded the president and rushed him into the capitol building. (4-STARS: Protector action during the attack entirely prevented injury.)
1402. Date: September 22, 1975
Target: President Gerald Ford 
Location: San Francisco, California
Details: Ford returned to California for an official visit. Sara Jane Moore stood among the 3,000 spectators to get a glimpse of him. As he emerged from the St. Francis Hotel, Moore pulled out a Smith & Wesson .38 revolver and fired one shot, which narrowly missed Ford, ricocheted and struck a taxi driver in the crowd. Moore was grabbed by other spectators and disarmed, and was unable to fire more rounds. Ford was shoved into his limousine and taken to the airport. Moore was released from prison in 2007. (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
1403. Date: March 30, 1981 
Target: President Ronald Reagan
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Reagan was attending a function at the Washington Hilton Hotel. As he emerged from the building and walked toward his limousine, John W. Hinckley Jr. opened fire with a Rohm RG-14 .22 revolver, firing six shots in 1.8 seconds from fifteen feet away. Reagan was wounded in the left side by a bullet, which bounced off the side of his armored limousine. Security personnel overpowered Hinckley. Rapid Secret Service response saved him from greater injury, and immediate transportation to the hospital after the shooting saved him from death. During the attack, a Secret Service agent was wounded in the abdomen, a police officer was struck in the neck, and Reagan's press aide was struck in the forehead. All survived. Hinckley was found not guilty by reason of insanity and placed in a mental hospital. Hinckley had also stalked President Carter at a political rally the previous year, and had considered killing himself at the scene of John Lennon's murder. (3-STARS: Protector action during the attack favorably influenced safety/survival)
1404. Date: October 29, 1994
Target: President Bill Clinton 
Location: Washington, D.C.
Details: Francisco Duran pulled a Norinco SKS-style rifle from under his trench coat and fired 27 rounds at the White House. When he tried to reload, two bystanders tackled and held him until officers arrived. Police found a map in his car with the words "kill the Prez" written on it, as well as a Mossberg shotgun. On August 23, Duran had called Senator Ben Campbell's office in Colorado and threatened to "go to Washington and take someone out." (2-STARS: Protective Strategies or Resources at the scene favorably influenced safety/survival.)
1405. Date: May 10, 2005
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
Details: While Bush delivered a pro-democracy speech to a crowd of at least 150,000 people in Freedom Square, an RGD-5 fragmentation hand grenade was tossed to within 60 feet of the podium, but failed to explode. It was not discovered until later. In the hours after the incident, Georgia officials insisted the device was an inert, Soviet-era training grenade that posed no threat to Bush or his audience. The White House later acknowledged that security protocols broke down at the event when throngs of people proceeded through barricades and became part of the audience without passing through metal detectors. According to the FBI, the grenade was thrown by an unknown assailant and was wrapped in a dark-colored handkerchief and bounced off a woman's head. Vladimir Arutyunian was arrested after he killed a policeman in a shoot-out and was himself shot three times. He confessed to throwing the grenade and said he would try to kill Bush again if he got the chance. He was convicted and sentenced to life in prison.





Section 5


Incidents Added After Analysis
Cases in this section were reviewed and documented after the analysis in the book was completed. They are included here for reference only, and are not divided into categories or types of incident. Case numbers that contain AA (for After Analysis) denote cases that are not included in the statistical analysis.
1406-AA. Date: July 16, 2007
Target: Governor Bill Ritter
Location: Denver, Colorado
Details: Shortly before 2:00 p.m., Aaron Snyder entered the west door of the State Capitol Building. Within five minutes he entered the temporary offices of Governor Bill Ritter, Jr. Snyder was dressed in a black tuxedo and was carrying Remington Hearing Protection in his left hand. He stated, "I am the Emperor and I am here to take over the State of Colorado." Colorado State Patrol Agent Jay Hemphill, assigned to protect the Governor, intercepted Snyder in the reception area of the office, engaged him in discussion, and within a minute diplomatically got him back out the door. Agent Hemphill continued discussions with Snyder for approximately three more minutes. They were standing immediately in front of the glass-windowed door to the Governor's Office at arm's-length speaking in a moderate conversational tone. During the discussion Snyder's comments were disquieting and became challenging. Officer Hemphill became concerned enough that he made a 10-78 emergency alert from his radio (emergency -- officer needs help). Snyder unexpectedly moved back his tuxedo coat revealing a large firearm protruding from his right-pants pocket. In concert with this action, he stated: "No police are going to stop me." Agent Hemphill dropped the pen and notebook he was holding. He drew his service pistol. As Snyder started moving toward him Agent Hemphill commanded loudly: "Stop -- State Patrol -- or I will kill you." Snyder ignored the commands and continued to move at Agent Hemphill. Agent Hemphill fired four shots. Snyder fell backward to the marble floor of the Capitol just to the right of the door to the Governor's office. He was dead at the scene.
1407-AA. Date: September 19, 2007
Target: Parliament Member Antoine Ghanem
Location: Beirut, Lebanon
Details: Concerned for his safety, Ghanem arranged a rental car to take him, his driver, and his bodyguard to a meeting. His usual vehicle was used as a decoy. After the meeting, as Ghanem and his bodyguard walked toward the rental car, a car parked nearby exploded. The blast killed Ghanem, his bodyguard, driver, and two passers-by. A sixth person wounded died two weeks later. More than 90 people were injured. Lebanese investigators believe the bomb contained 20 to 25 kilos of TNT and that the device was detonated remotely. The car containing the bomb had been reported stolen and had fake license plates. Security camera footage taken from a nearby bank branch office shows the rigged car arriving about a half-hour after Ghanem arrived.
1408-AA. Date: September 23, 2007
Target: Paul Moravek, Corporate VP
Location: Fullerton, CA.
Details: A BMW automobile and an SUV owned by Moravek were vandalized while parked outside his home. Members of the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) later issued a communique that stated: "Remember that we stood in your driveway and watched the flickering blue light from your TV. Remember that we are capable of doing so much more. Tonight we used restraint that we are not convinced you deserve. Drop H.L.S. or there will be a next time."
1409-AA. Date: October 16, 2007
Target: Singer Annie Lennox
Location: Boulder, Colorado
Details: Lennox was performing at a concert when she saw a man in a black cape, platform boots, and gas mask approaching the stage. She reportedly threw down her microphone and fled backstage. The man was removed by security personnel and the concert resumed. She later complained about lax security.
1410-AA. Date: October 17, 2007
Target: CEO Oliver Mace
Location: Nottinghamshire, England
Details: Mace was making a speech at a conference when protesters stormed the stage. One struck Mace in the face with a pie, another locked himself to the podium, and others handed out leaflets to the attendees. They were removed by security personnel.
1411-AA. Date: October 18, 2007
Target: Former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
Location: Karachi, Pakistan
Details: Bhutto was riding in an armored bus in a slow moving motorcade. A suicide bomber threw a hand grenade, which exploded in front of her bus. Another suicide bomber then detonated his larger bomb, which destroyed two escorting police vans. There were also reports of gunfire. The attack reportedly killed 140 and wounded 500. Bhutto was not injured. She blamed the government for turning off streetlights, making it more difficult for security guards to spot potential attackers, and suggested that officials did not act on information she passed on about planned attacks.
1412-AA. Date: October 19, 2007
Target: Comedian Bill Maher
Location: Los Angeles, CA
Details: During the show "Real Time with Bill Maher," protesters in the crowd interrupted Maher, ranting about a "9-11 conspiracy." Maher attempted to respond, but became angry when the disruption continued. Standing, he shouted, "Do we have some fucking security in this building or do I have to come down there and kick his ass?" As security personnel moved in on the protester, Maher ran to the seats and helped push him out of the studio. Several other protesters stood and began shouting and were also removed.
1413-AA. Date: October 21, 2007
Victim: Deputy Mayor S. S. Bajwa
Location: New Delhi, India
Details: Bajwa was reportedly attacked by a gang of Rhesus monkeys on the balcony of his home. He fell to the ground, sustaining serious head injuries, and died at the hospital. Monkeys overrun many buildings in India, and people are often scratched or bitten by them.
1414-AA. Date: October 22, 2007
Target: Mayor Michael Bloomberg
Location: Manhattan, New York
Details: Bloomberg was walking along a subway platform, accompanied by several aides, plainclothes police bodyguards, and uniformed transit officers. As they prepared to board a train, an "emotionally disturbed" man attacked one of the transit police officers. A second uniformed officer and two of Bloomberg's bodyguards reportedly subdued the man. The man was taken to Bellevue Hospital for a mental evaluation. Two officers sustained minor injuries and Bloomberg was uninjured. Bloomberg reportedly often takes trains to avoid traffic.
1415-AA. Date: October 24, 2007
Target: Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
Location: Washington, DC
Details: Rice had entered a hearing room on Capitol Hill to testify on foreign policy. A female protester with red paint on her hands to simulate blood suddenly confronted Rice at the witness table, calling her a "war criminal." She held her hands in Rice's face until her bodyguards took the protester away. Capitol Police removed several additional protesters who were seated in the audience.
1416-AA. Date: November 6, 2007
Target: Afghan Lawmakers
Location: Pul-i-Khumri, Afghanistan
Details: Hundreds of children had crowded outside a factory to greet visiting lawmakers when a suicide bomber set off his bomb, killing 77 and wounding 100. Six lawmakers were killed and 2 were wounded. A U.N. report later released stated that up to two-thirds of those killed or wounded were hit by bullets fired by panicked bodyguards for the lawmakers after the bomb went off. Survivors stated that bodyguards fired into the thick smoke for up to five minutes after the blast.
1417-AA. Date: November 19, 2007
Target: Governor Ghulam Dastageer
Location: Zaranj, Afghanistan
Details: Dastageer had just arrived at his office when a suicide bomber set off his device at the gate outside, killing Dastageer's son and 6 bodyguards. Fourteen others were wounded, including police and civilians.
1418-AA. Date: November 19, 2007
Target: Congressman Wahab Akbar
Location: Manila, Philippines
Details: Four people were killed, including Akbar, and a dozen were wounded, including two lawmakers, when a motorcycle bomb exploded at one of the entrances to Congress. Though others were killed, police said it was a plot to kill Akbar. They reported the motorcycle bomb was remotely detonated by a mobile phone when Akbar stepped out from the building and was waiting for his car. Philippine security forces arrested four suspects.
1419-AA. Date: November 22, 2007
Target: Queen Elizabeth
Location: Kampala, Uganda
Details: The Ugandan government claimed they foiled a plot to attack Queen Elizabeth and others. They claimed Al-Qaeda terrorists planned to pose as TV crews and smuggle explosives into the event in broadcast vans. No further evidence has been made public, and British authorities did not ever comment on the story. The appearances by the Queen in Uganda were completed without incident.
1420-AA. Date: December 27, 2007
Target: Former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
Location: Rawalpindi, Pakistan
Details: Bhutto had finished addressing a rally of Pakistan People's Party (PPP) supporters and was leaving the scene in her armored Toyota Land Cruiser when the attack occurred. Bhutto was standing through the sunroof of the vehicle when an attacker fired three two shots at her. Another attacker then detonated an explosive device next to the vehicle, killing himself and 20 other people. At least 40 people were injured. Bhutto was declared dead at the Rawalpindi General Hospital. Initial reports indicated she had been shot in the head. Then her death was blamed on her hitting her head on a metal crank for the sunroof when she fell through the opening. Pakistani intelligence officials blamed the attack on al-Qaeda terrorists. Disputes as to the cause of her death and who was to blame still remain.
1421-AA. Date: December 31, 2007
Target: Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
Location: Decorah, IA
Details: A man with a knife was arrested outside a campaign headquarters of Democratic presidential candidate Clinton. The man was charged with carrying weapons and third-degree harassment. He reportedly entered the headquarters, pulled out a hunting knife, but no direct threats were made. He left before police arrived and was arrested on the street outside.
1422-AA. Date: January 8, 2008
Target: President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom
Location: The Maldives
Details: Gayoom had just gotten off a boat on an island and was shaking hands with supporters, when a man lunged at him with a large kitchen knife. A boy scout grabbed the knife as the assailant tried to strike, suffering a serious cut to his hand. The man had hidden the knife in the national flag of the Maldives. The attacker was arrested. The president was unhurt, although his shirt was spattered with blood.
1423-AA. Date: January 8, 2008
Target: Minister D. M. Dassanayake
Location: Ja-Ela, Sri Lanka
Details: Dassanayake was killed, along with one of his bodyguards, and 10 others were wounded by a roadside bomb planted by suspected Tamil Tiger rebels. Local television broadcast footage of the minister's Toyota Land Cruiser, its windows shattered, sides peppered with shrapnel sprayed by the Claymore fragmentation mine, blood smeared on a rear passenger door, and in a pool on the ground.
1424-AA. Date: January 12, 2008
Victim: Senator Barak Obama
Location: Chicago, IL
Details: The Gulfstream jet carrying Obama struck a parked Cessna 208 plane while taxiing at Midway Airport in Chicago. The plane carried Obama, nine other passengers, and two crew members. There was minor damage to the wings of both aircraft, although no one on either of the planes was injured. Inside Obama's plane, the hit was so small that no one realized they had clipped the other plane's wing until someone on the plane, looking out the window, noticed the swipe. The plane, because it was taxiing and heading to park, was not under the control of air traffic controllers at that point.
1425-AA. Date: January 16, 2008
Target: Singer Britney Spears
Location: Mission Hills, CA.
Details: Four paparazzi were arrested for reckless driving while chasing Spears' car. Los Angeles police officers reportedly observed several cars following a white Mercedes-Benz. The cars were following Spears' car too closely, traveling at unsafe speeds, and making unsafe lane changes. Officers stopped the Mercedes, interviewed Spears and released her, but the four photographers in the cars chasing her were booked for investigation of reckless driving.
1426-AA. Date: January 18, 2008
Target: Supreme Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.
Location: Washington, DC
Details: Michael Gorbey was detained by Capitol Police as he carried a loaded shotgun and a sword in front of the U.S. Supreme Court Building. In his backpack was the title for a 1981 Chevrolet pickup, which was parked illegally between the Capitol and Union Station. After spotting propane tanks and wires in the pickup, officers called in the Capitol Police bomb squad. The squad reportedly did not find any immediate danger. Thinking the vehicle was not a danger, police seized it and moved it to a Government Printing Office parking lot off North Capitol Street. Three weeks later, officers returned with a search warrant to look for papers and other items as part of the investigation. They found a bomb wrapped in clothing behind the driver's seat. It was identified in court documents as being made of a can of gunpowder duct-taped to a box of shotgun shells and a bottle containing buckshot or BB pellets. Gorbey, who was initially detained for carrying a loaded shotgun near the Capitol, is now facing charges of planning to set off a bomb. According to court records, Gorbey had been in and out of prison since 1991 and had been convicted of larceny, domestic violence, and illegally possessing firearms and drug paraphernalia. At the time of his arrest, he had in his backpack or in the truck numerous documents, tapes, and disposable cameras that he said contained evidence of "wrongful doings" by police officers and government agents. Gorby reportedly told police he had a meeting with Justice Roberts and was carrying the shotgun for protection. Authorities said Gorbey did not have such an appointment.
1427-AA. Date: January 26, 2008
Target: Prime Minister Roland Koch
Location: Frankfurt, Germany
Details: Protesters reportedly tossed rotten eggs at Koch. A bodyguard opened an umbrella and prevented the eggs from hitting her.
1428-AA. Date. January 28, 2008
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man standing outside the fence of the White House made a verbal threat against Bush and then walked away, leaving behind a duffel bag. The area was evacuated until the bag could be checked. The man was arrested.
1429-AA. Date: February 7, 2008
Target: Mayor Mike Swoboda
Location: Kirkwood, MO
Details: Charles "Cookie" Thornton parked his van outside City Hall. He saw Police Officer William Biggs crossing the street and shot him with a .44 magnum revolver, killing him. Thornton took Biggs' .40 handgun and went inside City Hall. He quietly entered the back of the meeting room, then opened fire on Police Officer Tom Ballman, killing him. Shouting, "Kill the mayor," Thornton opened fire on Swoboda and other members of the council. Council members Michael Lynch and Connie Karr, and Public Works Director Ken Yost were killed. Swoboda was shot twice in the head, but survived. Thornton fled outside and exchanged shots with responding officers, who killed him. He was a disgruntled citizen with many past complaints against city government.
1430-AA. Date: February 18, 2008
Target: Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
Location: Peshawar, Pakistan
Details: Police defused a 400-gram roadside bomb, just minutes before Sharif's motorcade was due to pass. Sharif was travelling in a convoy to address a lawyers' convention and a political rally. The bomb was fitted with a timer and wrapped in a plastic shopping bag beneath a main bridge near the high court on the route that Sharif was to take. Sharif's convoy was stopped about a half mile before it reached the area.
1431-AA. Date: February 21, 2008
Victims: Senators John Kerry, Joseph Biden, and Chuck Hagel
Location: Afghanistan
Details: Helicopters carrying three U.S. senators made emergency landings in the mountains of Afghanistan because of a snowstorm. No one was injured.
1432-AA. Date: February 22, 2008
Target: CIA Headquarters
Location: McLean, VA
Details: Antoine Lowery drove a pickup with a snowplow into a gate at CIA headquarters, causing it to swing open. Lowery left the truck and made a series of threats, including "the truck is going to blow up" and "I have a bomb." Lowery also reportedly counted down from five several times as if waiting for an explosion. There was no bomb and CIA officers took him into custody.
1433-AA. Date: February 22, 2008
Target: Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
Location: Dallas, TX
Details: A Dallas police motorcycle officer crashed while escorting the Clinton motorcade to a campaign rally.
1434-AA. Date: February 29, 2008
Target: Mayor Giovanni Piscitelli
Location: Cervino, Italy
Details: Piscitelli's body was found beside his burned car. He had been shot and wounded, and his feet were bound with wire. His car was then set on fire and he was burned alive. He had apparently opened a door and crawled out before dying from the flames. Police blamed the local mafia with his killing.
1435-AA. Date: March 2, 2008
Target: President Vladimir Putin
Location: Moscow, Russia
Details: An informant told Federal Security Service (FSB) officials a few days before the election that Putin's assassination was being planned and that an apartment had been rented on the other side of the river from the Kremlin for the purpose. Security officers reportedly raided the apartment and detained a 24-year-old Tajik national with a "whole arsenal of firearms," including a sniper rifle and a Kalashnikov assault rifle. About three hours later, Putin and his ally Dmitry Medvedev, who won the March 2 election, walked out of the Kremlin onto Red Square and gave victory speeches to thousands of attendees.
1436-AA. Date: March 21, 2008
Target: Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison
Location: Dallas, TX
Details: Michael Ralph Kleysteuber was arrested for stalking after he confronted Hutchison's husband at their home and threatened him. Kleysteuber reportedly told Capitol Police he had once spent 30 days in a psychiatric hospital, and he was engaged to Ms. Hutchison. He reportedly also claimed to be an inventor who developed a device that allows people to communicate with thoughts, and he heard Ms. Hutchison's voice telling him to contact her. Capitol Police special agents saw Kleysteuber pull into the Hutchisons' driveway and notified Dallas police. Dallas police officers arrested him on the front porch of their home. Ms. Hutchison has been stalked for much of her career by a different man, who volunteered on her 1972 campaign.
1437-AA. Date: April 22, 2008
Target: Columnist Thomas Friedman
Location: Providence, RI
Details: Friedman was speaking to a group at Brown University when two environmental activists jumped on stage and tossed cream pies at him. Friedman was struck on the arm and pants. The protesters flung a handful of fliers onto the stage and fled out a side door. Friedman returned to the stage after five minutes and continued his remarks.
1438-AA. Date: April 27, 2008
Target: President Hamid Karzai
Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
Details: Three people were killed and about 10 wounded in an attack during a military parade. Bodyguards whisked Karzai and other VIPs away in a convoy of armored SUVs. A lawmaker, an MP, and a 10-year-old child were among the dead. The gunfire apparently came from a three-story guesthouse, about 300 yards from the stands where Karzai was seated alongside Cabinet ministers and senior diplomats, who all escaped unharmed, including US Ambassador William Wood. A Taliban spokesman said six militants were deployed to target the president, and three of those militants died in the attack. They were reportedly armed with guns, rockets, and suicide vests although no suicide bombings were reported.
1439-AA. Date: May 4, 2008
Target: First Lady Hiro Ibrahim Ahmed
Location: Baghdad, Iraq
Details: A bomb exploded as the motorcade for President Jalal Talabani's wife went past, injuring four bodyguards. She was not injured.
1440-AA. Date: May 19, 2008
Target: Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer
Location: Budapest, Hungary
Details: Ballmer was delivering a speech to students on a university campus when a protester stood and demanded that Microsoft return money to the Hungarian people. He then threw three eggs at Ballmer, who dodged them all. Startled at first, Ballmer quickly recovered and called it "a friendly disruption."
1441-AA. Date: June 8, 2008
Target: Governor Rick Perry
Location: Austin, TX
Details: A Molotov cocktail was thrown at the mansion, starting a blaze that did extensive damage. Governor Perry and his family were not at home. An official review later found: "The security detail was understaffed, not trained properly, some equipment was faulty, out of the 20 cameras, 13 were working."
1442-AA. Date: July 18, 2008
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Jerusalem, Israel
Details: Police arrested six men who were reportedly plotting to shoot down Bush's helicopter. Investigators found bomb-making instructions on their computers.
1443-AA. Date: July 22, 2008
Target: Prime Minister Gordon Brown
Location: London, England
Details: During a ceremony at 10 Downing Street, an award recipient squirted superglue onto the palm of his hand and glued himself to Brown's coat sleeve. He stated, "I've just superglued myself to your arm. Don't panic. This is a nonviolent protest." Brown freed himself after about 30 seconds.
1440-AA. Date: February 11, 2008
Targets: President Jose Ramos-Horta and Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao
Location: Dili, East Timor
Details: Before dawn, rebel soldiers led by Alfredo Reinado entered the residential compound of President Jose Ramos-Horta. They disarmed the security detail on duty and entered the compound. The President had gone jogging on the beach and was not there. Members of the security team arriving to relieve the now incapacitated night team saw Renaido in the house and opened fire, killing him with a shot to the head. Another rebel was also killed. The President was made aware of the gunfight and nonetheless returned to the home. Reinado's men opened fire on the President and he was hit, as was one of his guards (who reportedly pushed in front of him as a human shield). The surviving rebels fled the scene. A second group of rebel soldiers invaded the home of Prime Minister Gusmao, however the Prime Minister, having been made aware of the attack on the Presidents home, had just left. Another party of rebels shot out the tires of Gusmao's car, but the car continued for some distance before Gusmao, unhurt, abandoned it and ran away. The President was evacuated to Darwin, Australia, for emergency surgery. He survived and was hospitalized for more than a month.
1441-AA. Date: May 8, 2008
Target: Police Commissioner Edgar Millan
Location: Mexico City, Mexico
Details: Three hitmen shot Millan nine times as he stepped outside his home. Millan's bodyguards chased the men, catching one (who was armed with two pistols, one with a silencer, and a latex glove). Millan died, one of the highest level police officials to be killed by drug cartels.
1442-AA. Date: May 21, 2008
Target: Microsoft CEO Steve Balmer
Location: Budapest, Hungary
Details: Balmer was making a presentation to a group at Corvinus University when a student shouted a protest and threw three eggs at Balmer. Balmer was not hit, and joked that "It was a friendly disruption."
1443-AA. Date: June 8, 2008
Target: Governor Rick Perry
Location: Austin, Texas
Details: The Governor's Mansion was severely damaged in a fire. The Perrys were in Europe, and no one was injured. A DPS officer on duty at the residence was alerted to the fire by a tripped smoke alarm. Arson investigators later said the fire had been intentionally set. A surveillance video showed a man scaling the wall and hurling an incendiary device onto the mansion's front porch.
1444-AA. Date: June 8, 2008
Targets: Presidential Candidates (Senators) Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton, and Governor Ed Rendell
Location: Pennsylvania
Details: Six members of a militia movement were arrested after officials found stockpiles of assault rifles, improvised explosives, and homemade weapons at the home of Militia recruiter Bradley Kahle. He had reportedly told authorities he intended to shoot black people from a rooftop in Pittsburgh, and also predicted civil war if either Obama or Hillary Clinton were elected president. A related raid resulted in the seizure of 73 weapons.
1445-AA. Date: June 24, 2008
Target: French President Nicolas Sarkozy
Location: Tel Aviv, Israel
Details: An Israeli soldier on post at the Ben-Gurion Airport died from a self-inflicted firearms wound. The incident took place about 200 yards from Sarkozy's farewell ceremony. Security agents surrounded Sarkozy and his wife, and rushed them onto his plane. Agents immediately surrounded Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and President Shimon Peres, and moved them to their armored vehicles.
1446-AA. Date: July 9, 2008
Target: Lt. General Riyadh Jalal Tawfiq
Location: Mosul, Iraq
Details: A suicide bomber detonated a car outside a regional police building where Tawfiq, the chief of the Iraqi military command for the city, was holding a meeting. Five civilians died in the incident. General Tawfiq was not hurt, though seven of his bodyguards were injured, along with 41 civilians.
1447-AA. Date: July 13, 2008
Target: Senior Cabinet Official Ngor Srun
Location: Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Details: A man dumped a container of acid on Srun's head and fled with an accomplice on a motorbike. Srun was treated for burns on his face, ear, and chest.
1448-AA. Date: July 15, 2008
Target: Presidential Candidate (Senator) Barack Obama
Location: North Carolina
Details: A man named Jerry Blanchard was indicted for threatening to kill Obama while he was having breakfast at a Waffle House. He allegedly called Obama "the Antichrist" at the breakfast, and made similar threats against Obama later at a hotel. Blanchard was placed in custody, though there have no reports that he planned to go through with an attack.
1449-AA. Date: July 18, 2008
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Jerusalem, Israel
Details: Police arrested six men who were reportedly plotting to shoot down Bush's helicopter during his visit to the region. One member photographed the planned landing site, sent the photographs to a Web site linked to al-Qaeda, and suggested shooting the helicopter down.
1450-AA. Date: July 22, 2008
Target: Prime Minister Gordon Brown
Location: London, England
Details: During a ceremony at 10 Downing Street, an attendee squirted superglue onto the palm of his hand and glued himself to Brown's coat sleeve. He told the Prime Minister, "I've just super-glued myself to your arm. Don't panic. This is a non-violent protest." Brown freed himself after about 30 seconds.
1451-AA. Date: July 31, 2008
Target: President George Bush and Pres. Candidate (Senator) Barack Obama
Location: Miami, Florida
Details: A man named Raymond Geisel was charged with making threatening statements against Obama. Geisel also threatened to put a bullet in the head of then-President Bush, although he later claimed he was joking. He was also found to be in possession of ammunition, body armor, a combat-style hatchet, tear gas, a loaded 9mm handgun, and four loaded magazines. Geisel remained in custody for a month.
1452-AA. Date: August 5, 2008
Target: President George W. Bush
Location: Bethesda, Maryland
Details: A man named Collin McKenzie-Gude was arrested on charges of weapons violations, possession of explosives, and attempted carjacking. Police found a map of Camp David he had marked with a presidential motorcade route, more than 50 pounds of chemicals, assault-style weapons, and armor-piercing bullets. He also had two fake IDs: one portraying him as a CIA employee, and the other in the name of a federal contractor.
1453-AA. Date: August 12, 2008
Target: Provincial Governor Raad Rashid al-Tamimi
Location: Baquba, Iraq
Details: A female suicide bomber detonated as Tamimi's convoy was approaching her. Two people were killed, but Tamimi was not injured. The bomber triggered her explosives prematurely, reportedly because guards had spotted her.
1454-AA. Date: August 21, 2008
Target: Presidential Candidate (Senator) John McCain
Location: Denver, Colorado
Details: An inmate in the Arapahoe County Jail named Marc Ramsey sent McCain a threatening letter containing white powder. The letter stated: "Senator McCain, If you are reading this then you are already dead! Unless of course you can't or don't breathe..." The substance was found to not be hazardous.
1455-AA. Date: August 23, 2008
Target: Deputy Minister Kamal Shyaa Abdullah
Location: Baghdad, Iraq
Details: Abdullah and his driver were killed by gunmen as they drove along a highway. The Deputy Minister had declined to have bodyguards and security precautions.
1456-AA. Date: August 24, 2008
Target: Presidential Candidate (Senator) Barack Obama
Location: Denver, Colorado
Details: White supremacists Shawn Adolf, Tharin Gartrell, and Nathan Johnson were arrested in Denver during the Democratic National Convention on weapons charges and for possession of amphetamines. Their reported plan was to shoot Obama "from a high vantage point using a rifle sighted at 750 yards" during his acceptance speech at the convention. Police found two scoped rifles, one with a silencer, two wigs, three fake IDs, camouflage clothing, a bullet-resistant vest, two walkie-talkies, and 4.4 grams of methamphetamine in Gartrell's truck. Gartrell implicated Adolf and Johnson, who were staying at a nearby hotel. Adolf was wearing a bullet-resistant vest and had eight active warrants for his arrest. Although police say the group talked about assassinating Obama, they were not charged in connection with that threat.
1457-AA. Date: August 26, 2008
Target: U.S. Diplomat Lynne Tracy
Location: Peshawar, Pakistan
Details: Tracy was traveling in an armored car, accompanied by a bodyguard and her driver. A vehicle blocked the road and a gunman opened fire on the car with an AK-47-style weapon. Tracy's driver reversed, backing into a rickshaw, and escaped. The attackers escaped.
1458-AA. Date: August 27, 2008
Target: Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Former PM Tony Blair
Location: London, England
Details: Five Muslim men were arrested in connection with threats to kill Brown and Blair. Anti-terror teams had spent months investigating warnings on a recognized jihadi website by a group calling itself "Al-Qaeda in Britain." Police determined there was no evidence of any active plot.
1459-A. Date: August 30, 2008
Target: Republican National Convention (RNC)
Location: Minneapolis, Minnesota
Details: A man named Matthew DePalma was arrested by the FBI for possession of Molotov cocktails he reportedly intended to use to attack the RNC. DePalma had allegedly told an FBI source he intended to "make some bombs" and "blow up" things during the RNC. DePalma obtained supplies, and manufactured and tested Molotov cocktails. He was arrested in a Minneapolis apartment on August 28 for possession of five Molotov cocktails.
1460-A. Date: September 3, 2008
Target: Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani
Location: Ralwalpindi, Pakistan
Details: Shots were fired at Gilani's motorcade en route to the airport to pick him up. Paskistani TV showed a Mercedes with two bullet marks on the driver's bullet-resistant window. No one was injured.
1461-AA. Date: September 5, 2008
Target: U.S. Capitol
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man pulled his vehicle up to a Capitol policeman to ask directions and the officer noticed a rifle case in the back seat. Police discovered an IED, a rifle, and ammunition, and the man was arrested.
1462-AA. Date: September 7, 2008
Target: Singer Noel Gallagher (of the band Oasis)
Location: Toronto, Canada
Details: Gallagher's band was performing when a man rushed onto the stage. He pushed Gallagher off the stage. Security guards apprehended the man and arrested him for assault. Gallagher was taken to the hospital, and released without serious injuries.
1463-AA. Date: September 13, 2008
Target: Governor Abdullah Wardak
Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
Details: Wardak's vehicle had departed his residence when a remotely-detonated mine buried in the road destroyed his car, killing him and three bodyguards. Police found wires leading from the bombsite up a nearby hill.
1464-AA. Date: October 7, 2008
Target: Deputy Secretary of State John Negroponte
Location: Baghdad, Iraq
Details: Two mortar rounds struck near the Foreign Ministry Building in the Green Zone, as Negroponte prepared to hold a news conference inside. Five civilians were wounded, and vehicles were damaged. Negroponte was not injured.
1465-AA. Date: October 21, 2008
Target: Former President Bush Aide Karl Rove
Location: San Francisco, California
Details: A Code Pink anti-war protester confronted Rove on stage as he was speaking to the Mortgage Bankers Association. The female protester unsuccessfully attempted to handcuff Rove for what she called a "citizen's arrest." She and four other protesters were removed.
1466-AA. Date: October 22, 2008
Target: Presidential Candidate (Senator) Barack Obama
Location: Alamo, Tennessee
Details: White Power Skinheads Paul Schlesselman and Daniel Cowart were arrested after making numerous threats to kill Obama. They reportedly planned to "drive their vehicle at Obama while shooting out of their windows." The attack was to follow a murder spree in which they were to "kill 88 African Americans by gunfire at a black school, then behead 14 of them." They decorated their car with a swastika and the numbers "88" and "14" (numbers important in the white supremacist movement). They shot out a window at a black church in Tennessee and were subsequently arrested by police. Police seized a sawed-off shotgun and three pistols.
1467-AA. Date: October 24, 2008
Target: Government Minister Phil Woolas
Location: Manchester, England
Details: Woolas was speaking at Manchester University when a protester charged on stage and smashed a cream pie into his face. Woolas was taken off stage and cleaned up, and returned to finish the debate. Members of Manchester's No Borders group claimed credit for the attack.
1468-AA. Date: November 4, 2008
Target: Interior Minister Juan Camilo Mourino
Location: Mexico City, Mexico
Details: Mourino was in a Learjet 45 that crashed into rush hour traffic, killing all eight people on board. The plane had just left the state capital's international airport. The cause of the crash was not immediately known.
1469-A. Date: November 11, 2008
Target: Former Prime Minister Tony Blair
Location: Tel Aviv, Israel
Details: One of Blair's bodyguards accidentally fired his handgun outside the terminal building at Ben-Gurion International Airport. No one was injured.
1470-AA. Date: November 11, 2008
Target: Governor Charlie Crist
Location: Sarasota, Florida
Details: A plane carrying Crist made an emergency landing after experiencing a mechanical problem. No one was injured.
1471-AA. Date: November 26, 2008
Target: Mayor Vitaly Karayev
Location: Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia
Details: A single shot reportedly fired by a sniper hit Karayev as he was getting into his car at his residence. He died at the hospital.
1472-AA. Date: December 9, 2008
Target: President-elect Barack Obama
Location: Belfast, Maine
Details: Responding to a report of a shooting, police found James Cummings dead, allegedly killed by his wife. Also found was a cache of radioactive materials, with which Cummings was apparently trying to build a "dirty bomb." Police also discovered a membership application for the neo-Nazi National Socialist Movement. Authorities reported Cummings was "very upset" by the election of Obama.
1473-AA. Date: December 14, 2008
Target: President George Bush
Location: Baghdad, Iraq
Details: During a press conference an Iraqi reporter threw both of his shoes at Bush, who ducked and was not struck. Secret Service agents arrested and removed the man.
1474-AA. Date: December 16, 2008
Target: President-elect Barack Obama
Location: Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
Details: Kody Brittingham, a lance corporal in the U.S. Marine Corps, was arrested with four others on attempted robbery charges. A search of his barracks at Camp Lejeune reportedly turned up white supremacist materials and a journal written by Brittingham, containing plans to kill Obama. Brittingham was indicted for threatening the president-elect.
1475-AA. Date: January 16, 2009
Target: President-elect Barack Obama
Location: Brookhaven, Mississippi
Details: Secret Service agents arrested Steven Joseph Christopher after he posted statements on a website about his plans to assassinate Obama in Washington "as a sacrificial lamb." He wrote, "It's not because I'm racist that I will kill Barack, it's because I can no longer allow the Jewish parasites to bully their way into making the American people submit to their evil ways."
1476-AA. Date: March 6, 2009
Target: UK Business Secretary Lord Mendelson
Location: London, England
Details: As Mendelson got out of his car, a female "anti-Heathrow-Expansion" protester threw a cup of green custard in his face. Mendelson immediately moved into the building, and no arrest was made.
1477-AA. Date: March 10, 2009
Target: U.S. Capitol
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man named Timothy Whitfield asked a Capitol Police officer for directions. The officer became suspicious and a search of the car revealed two rifles, three handguns, a sword, and several other "items of concern." Whitfield was arrested and charged with several firearms violations.
1478-AA. Date: March 23, 2009
Target: Mayoral Candidate Boris Nemtsov
Location: Sochi, Russia
Details: Nemstov was attacked outside his campaign headquarters by 3 men who reportedly sprayed ammonium chloride in his face and then fled.
1479-AA. Date: April 25, 2009
Target: President Barack Obama
Location: Walton County, Florida
Details: Joshua Cartwright, a Florida National Guardsman, allegedly shot to death two Okaloosa County sheriff's deputies as the officers attempted to arrest him on domestic violence charges. After fleeing the scene, Cartwright was fatally shot during a gun battle with pursuing officers. Cartwright's wife later told investigators her husband was "severely disturbed" that Obama had been elected president.
1480-AA. Date: April 30, 2009
Target: Dutch Royal Family
Location: Apeldoorn, The Netherlands
Details: Members of the Royal Family were riding in an open-top bus in a parade. A man drove his car through people lining the street, leaving 8 dead and 10 injured before crashing into a monument.
1481-AA. Date: June 9, 2009
Target: BNP Leader Nick Griffin
Location: London, England
Details: Griffin was holding a press conference outside Parliament when protesters charged them, screaming and waving signs. Bodyguards evacuated Griffin to his car and drove him away. Griffin was struck with at least one egg, and one of Griffin's cars allegedly struck a protester.
1482-AA. Date: June 10, 2009
Target: Jews and President Barack Obama
Location: Washington, DC
Details: Eighty-eight-year-old James von Brunn, a longtime neo-Nazi, walked into the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum (a few blocks from the White House) and reportedly shot to death a security guard before he was himself shot and wounded by officers. Von Brunn, had previously served six years in connection with a 1981 attempt to kidnap members of the Federal Reserve Board at gunpoint. A search of von Brunn's car after the museum attack turned up a list of other apparent targets, including the White House, the Capitol, the National Cathedral and The Washington Post. A note reportedly left by von Brunn in his car read: "You want my weapons; this is how you'll get them ... the Holocaust is a lie ... Obama was created by Jews. Obama does what his Jew owners tell him to do. Jews captured America's money. Jews control the mass media." Von Brunn was charged with murder.
1483-AA. Date: June 9, 2009
Target: Greek Tycoon Giorgos Mylonas
Location: Thessaloniki, Greece
Details: Mylonas was kidnapped at gunpoint from his car outside his home. He was released unharmed after 13 days, reportedly for a ransom of 12 million Euros. Five people were reportedly involved in the abduction: three gunmen, a driver, and the mastermind.
1484-A. Date: June 12, 2009
Target: Lawmaker Harith al-Obaidi
Location: Baghdad, Iraq
Details: After delivering a sermon at a mosque, Obaidi, an aide, and three bodyguards were shot and killed.
1485-AA. Date: June 22, 2009
Target: President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov
Location: Nazran, Ingushetia
Details: Yevkurov was being driven to work when a suicide bomber in a car packed with explosives swerved into his motorcade and detonated. Yevkurov was seriously wounded, as was his brother. His driver and one or more of his bodyguards were killed.
1486-A. Date: July 12, 2009
Target: U.S. Ambassador Christopher Hill
Location: Dhi Qar, Iraq
Details: A small roadside bomb exploded as Hill's convoy drove past, narrowly missing his vehicle. No one was injured.
1487-AA. Date: July 14, 2009
Target: Mayor Hector Meixueiro
Location: Namiquipa, Mexico
Details: Gunmen shot and killed Meixueiro as he drove to work in his SUV. The attack was believed to be revenge for a mass arrest of cartel hit-men.
1488-AA. Date: July 15, 2009
Target: U.S. Capitol
Location: Washington, DC
Details: A man refused to stop his car at a checkpoint about two blocks north of the Capitol complex. The man drove the wrong way down a street and struck two police officers with his car. He then crashed his car into a barricade and jumped out with a pistol. He was shot and killed by officers after refusing to drop his weapon.
1489-AA. Date: July 16, 2009
Victim: President Nicolas Sarkozy
Location: Paris, France
Details: Sarkozy became sick after his morning jog and was hospitalized for tests.
1490-AA. Date: August 4, 2009
Target: Actress/Singer Miley Cyrus
Location: Tybee Island, Georgia
Details: A man reportedly stalking Miley Cyrus was arrested by police after traveling to Cyrus' movie location twice attempting to find her. He assaulted police officers who removed him, and was ordered by the court to undergo a mental evaluation.
1491-AA. Date: August 15, 2009
Target: Mayor Tom Barrett
Location: Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Details: Barrett was attending the Wisconsin State Fair with his family when he observed a man threatening a woman with a metal pipe. As Barrett called 911 on his cell phone, the man began striking him with the pipe. The assailant then fled. Barrett was hospitalized with injuries.
1492-AA. Date: August 27, 2009
Target: Prince Mohammed bin Nayef
Location: Jiddah, Saudi Arabia
Details: Al-Qaeda terrorist Abdullah Hassan Talea Asiri contacted Nayef and offered to surrender. The Prince sent his bodyguards to escort Asiri to the palace. During the meeting, Asiri handed his cell phone to Nayef. Explosives reportedly hidden in Asiri's rectum were detonated by the cell phone, blowing Asiri in half. Nayef suffered only minor injuries.
1493-AA. Date: September 2, 2009
Target: Religious Affairs Minister Hamid Saeed Kazmi
Location: Islamabad, Pakistan
Details: Three men reportedly opened fire on Kazmi's unarmored vehicle as it drove past. Two men on bicycles were armed with pistols, and one man on foot was armed with an AK-47. Kazmi's driver was killed, his bodyguard was critically injured, and Kazmi was wounded. One of the gunmen was reportedly seen before the attack asking questions near Kazmi's office. An official spokesman said the government would provide armored vehicles and more bodyguards to federal ministers in the future.
1494-AA. Date: September 15, 2009
Target: TV Host Ryan Seacrest
Location: Orange, California
Details: Seacrest was getting into his car after attending a charity event when he was assaulted. The man also reportedly assaulted a security guard who intervened. The man was arrested for assault, battery, and possession of a switchblade knife. Seacrest later obtained a restraining order against him.
1495-AA. Date: October 1, 2009
Target: IMF Director Dominique Strauss-Kahn
Location: Istanbul, Turkey
Details: Strauss-Kahn was giving a presentation at a university when coordinated protestors in the audience stood up, yelled, threw a shoe, and one charged the stage. Bodyguards for the IMF Director intercepted the man charging the stage, and evacuated the protectee. After order was reestablished, Strauss-Kahn returned to the stage and joked, "Turkish students are polite. They waited until the end to complain."
1496-AA. Date: October 5, 2009
Target: CNN Commentator Lou Dobbs
Location: New Jersey
Details: Dobb's wife was standing outside their home with a driver when a bullet was reportedly fired at the house, striking the vinyl siding near the roof. No one was injured. Dobbs said the incident followed "weeks and weeks of threatening phone calls."
1497-AA. Date: October 14, 2009
Target: Singer Leona Lewis
Location: London, England
Details: Lewis was signing books in a store when a man punched her in the side of the head, knocking her down. He was overpowered by security agents and arrested. Lewis immediately left the event, suffering from a bruised face. The man had reportedly been rejected by producers of the X-Factor contest, which Lewis won.
1498-AA. Date: November 8, 2009
Target: Singer Morrissey
Location: Liverpool, England
Details: Morrissey was performing when he was struck in the head with a plastic beer bottle. He left the stage and didn't return to complete the show.
1499-AA. Date: November 17, 2009
Target: Authors Robert Spencer and Elan Journo
Location: New York, New York
Details: NYU students disrupted a presentation by Spencer and Journo entitled, "The Jihad Still Threatens America." During Spencer's remarks, a protester in the crowd began yelling as a diversion. As Security guards escorted him out, two other protesters rushed forward and threw pies at the two speakers. Journo was struck in the shoulder; Spencer was not hit.
1500-AA. Date: November 20, 2009
Target: Lawmaker Abdul Rab Rasoul Sayyaf
Location: Kabul, Afghanistan
Details: Sayyaf was riding in his convoy outside the capital when a remote-controlled bomb exploded, killing five bodyguards. Sayyaf was not injured. He had survived previous assassination attempts.
1501-AA. Date: November 24, 2009
Target: President Barack Obama
Location: Washington, DC
Details: Michaele and Tareq Salahi, a married couple from Virginia, gained access to the White House state dinner to which they were not invited. After photos of the Salahis attending the dinner surfaced on Michaele's Facebook page, the Secret Service began a criminal investigation. Secret Service Director Mark Sullivan later testified before Congress that proper procedures were not followed and three agents had been suspended.
1502-AA. Date: December 3, 2009
Target: Government Ministers
Location: Mogadishu, Somalia
Details: A man disguised as a woman, including a veil and woman's shoes, committed a suicide bombing at a crowded graduation ceremony. The blast killed 19 people, including four government ministers seated at the front of the room. 60 people were wounded. The ministers' bodyguards were reportedly all waiting outside the meeting hall.

	Note: This Compendium is kept up-to-date. The Gavin de Becker Center for the Study and Reduction of Violence, a not for-profit foundation, collects and organizes information on assassinations, attacks, and incidents involving at-risk persons. Qualified requesters can obtain information on the Compendium at www.gavindebecker.org







Appendix 1
A letter and text that can be provided to your protectee along with a copy of this book
Dear Protectee:
No doubt you've seen bodyguards apply strategies that you wondered about or maybe even felt were unimportant. Many of the questions you might have had about protective security are answered in this book, and we encourage you to read it. Your being better informed will benefit you and also others in your environment who could be affected by the risk surrounding you -- whatever level of risk you might perceive it to be.
Aside from the reference material, this book is only five chapters long, 140 pages. In case you don't read it now, we're briefly noting eleven precepts that will enhance your safety, well-being, and convenience:
	The extensive study undertaken for this book produced many insights, the most striking of which is also the simplest:
The overwhelming majority of public figure attacks are over in less than five seconds. Within just those few seconds, all the damage that will be done has been done.
 The five-second statistic could be discouraging, because it grants very little time for protectors to respond effectively. However, embedded within that five-second statistic is one of the most encouraging lessons we learned: Attackers are even more handicapped by the speeding clock than are protectors, and when protectors have the position and readiness to respond, they will prevail, almost always. This means it is in your best interest to allow your protectors to occupy the positions they feel are best.
	Public figure attackers who fired handguns at targets within 25 feet usually hit their targets, while attackers who fired handguns from farther away than 25 feet almost never hit their targets. This means that your safety is nearly assured when the set-up provides 25 or more feet between you and the nearest members of the general public. All types of attack are less effective from farther away than they are from close. 25 feet emerges as a magic number in three critical ways, and effective protectors will strive for having that much distance between you and the public, much less than 25 feet between you and your protectors, and much less than 25 feet between your protectors and the public. Effective protectors spend a lot of time preparing for every public appearance, and much of their energy is applied to influencing space -- negotiating for more space between the stage and the seats, more space between the red carpet and stanchions, in short, more space between you and those who might try to harm you. Every foot counts, and your support will be important.
	The majority of attacks happen when the protected person is in or around the car, and these attacks succeed an astonishing 77% of the time. This statistic is, first and foremost, a clear call for having an armored car. It also teaches the value of not hanging around the car longer than is necessary. Avoid dallying and having conversations and goodbyes at the car -- do it all inside the building, and then depart. You are less vulnerable when moving, and you are most vulnerable when standing around saying goodbye, which people too commonly do at the car door.
	All public figure attacks happen at the same time: Now. What we mean is that the present moment is the only time anything can occur. Accordingly, when you are in public, there is no such thing as a casual moment to your protectors. Staff members and assistants might view that time as a respite from work or as mere transit time, but your protectors are always engaged and busy whenever you are in public. Since they must be fully present -- not just physically, but mentally as well -- you'll notice when you're in public that your protectors sometimes don't look at you when you speak to them. They might even seem unresponsive at times. Understand that they are keeping their attention on the mission at hand -- and they are doing their primary work right now.
	Anytime a member of the public can reliably know when and where to encounter you, that's when risk arises, and that's when enhanced protective coverage ought to be considered. This includes announced public appearances as well as public or private events at which your presence might be assumed or predicted.
	Most people are not interested in the appearances or actions of your protectors. Protective coverage is almost never as apparent to others as it is to you (since you're the protectee, in the center and able to see everything). While most people are not even aware of your protectors, attackers are, and that's where you can benefit from deterrence.
	Every public appearance is an opportunity to discourage future problems. When protective strategies send the message that you are not easily and readily accessible, it enhances your safety and reduces the likelihood of interference and unwanted encounters -- that day and well beyond.
	Many successful attacks occurred when the protected person was leaving an event, so if you must arrive at a public event via the front entrance (for media or other reasons), always depart via a non-public route. Risk is enhanced as events end because organizers and local security personnel typically come to think their job is done. Any semblance of crowd control, attentiveness, and even pride in the event is often lost toward the end. At the same time, an attacker waiting along the exit route has been afforded time to prepare, to see the car being put in place, to judge distances, to observe security personnel, to assess protective strategies, and to select a position. He might be afforded hours to plan, to prepare himself, to gain confidence. You can take away every single advantage an attacker or unwanted pursuer might have -- simply by departing through an alternate exit. When you allow your protectors to apply this important precept -- Public Entry, Non-public Departure -- you'll also get other benefits: You'll be on your way home while others are still waiting for their cars or pressing through the crowd or experiencing all the unpleasant aspects of a public appearance.
	Locations contain inherent advantages and disadvantages, and the hand you are dealt can be improved by advance work, set-up, and positioning. Accordingly, grant your protectors a fair say in the arrangements for your public appearances.
	Listen to intuition, yours and your protectors'. An intuitive feeling of concern or fear is an excellent reason to ask questions, change a plan, or do things differently.
	Avoid giving your protectors tangential tasks and responsibilities. The minute you give a protector an assignment that's outside his primary mission, you are taking his attention and energy away from your safety -- most particularly if you are in public. Through decades of observing protectors and protectees, the majority of so-called failures by protectors were failures to handle non-security tasks in the way expected or hoped for. Thus, protectors end up being measured not by choosing the best positions or maintaining the greatest readiness -- but by how they handled the luggage, the wake-up call, the phone message, the cat, the hair dryer. Most damagingly, a protector who has "failed" at some tangential mission might begin to adjust his actions toward priorities other than safety. When a protector is with you in a public environment, think of him as the professional equivalent of a pilot flying a jet. You want him undistracted, and you want to measure his performance by the only standards that really matter: safety and readiness.

Lessons in this book were learned by others at great expense. You can gain these same lessons with ease. Whether or not you read this brief book, at least consider incorporating these eleven simple precepts into your approach to safety.
We close with this encouragement: Analysis of both actual and simulated attacks -- thousands of them -- shows that when ready protectors are in a position to respond, they will prevail, almost always.
Gavin de Becker Tom Taylor Jeff Marquart
Ropelines and Barricades
You might at some point participate in meet-and-greet events, moving along a ropeline or barricade shaking hands, posing for photos, etc. These guidelines will make the event safer and easier.
Important Guideline #1: Stand back from the barricade
The first and most important step you can take is a step backwards. Stand back two or more feet from the ropeline/barricade so that people have to reach out far toward you in order to connect, and you have to reach out just a bit toward them -- if you choose to.
By standing back two feet from the barricade, you profoundly improve the experience for yourself while also helping your protectors be more effective, less intrusive, and less obvious.
The protectee in the following photos does this very well, standing back a full two feet from the barricade.
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Standing in this way, you can choose whom you touch and how you touch. The idea is that you are far enough back that they actually cannot reach you at all unless you extend an arm or hand to them.
Many candidates unwisely stand right up against the barricade -- terrible because protectors have no space into which they can respond. In those poorly done situations, the ropeline or barricade disappears entirely -- and that's when you see protectors having to shove and be intrusive.
In the better situation, the ropeline or barricade should be clearly visible to you at all times, and you decide how close to the barricade you will be, not allowing members of the public or campaign staff to decide how close to the barricade you will be. By standing back two or more feet, you always have available a step forward to avoid falling if someone tugs you and gains some leverage over you. By standing back, you reduce the leverage people have; they are leaning way forward and they have poor footing, not you.
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This positioning is good.
Important Guideline #2: Never reach into the crowd or over the barricade
In contrast with the protectee who is very good at standing back from ropelines and barricades, here's an example of the commonly seen mistake that's best to avoid: Reaching over the barricade.
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Instead of ever reaching over a ropeline/barricade, you want the whole hand-to-hand contact to happen on your side the barricade, where you can decide who and how you touch, to whom you extend your hands. As important, when everything happens on your side of the barricade, your protectors can see and respond.
Important Guideline #3: Avoid full handshakes
It's best to just take hold for a second of the tips of fingers, like the protectee does in these photos:
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This way, you can release easily and you are not giving a grip they can use to tug you toward them and get you off-balance. You'll also be able to connect with more people in the time available.
Important Guideline #4: Stay your course
Sometimes, you might hear people barking instructions at you, or telling your protectors to move. Often, your protectors will politely decline. They must choose their positioning, and you must choose yours -- positions cannot be dictated by a random event worker who gives no consideration to safety. If your protectors ever appear non-responsive, that's what's going on. Professionals will always be polite -- they won't, however, compromise just because someone asks them to.
You might see some other public figure toss himself into a crowd, or break the golden rule about never reaching over the barricade. But that's him and doesn't mean you have to do it.
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Multi-tasking Does Not Work in Public
You are at an airport boarding a private jet with your assistant. Your protector is asked to be sure all the suitcases get from the two cars into the jet.
That's the simple scenario, and just that fast, he is no longer a protector. He is no longer watching that man who drew his attention, the man standing back at the aviation building intently watching your every move, nor those people gathered near that gate, or anything else. You might have surmised, "It's fine to ask my protector to do something right now because there's no strangers around the jet right now anyway." Yet there might be no strangers around the jet specifically because people see your protector in position, alert, and actively deterring unwanted approaches. A moment earlier your protector was observing the environment, assuming the best position to intercept anyone who approached the aircraft. Since your request, however, he is a luggage handler placing his attention on trying to recall the description and location of bags and suitcases he might have peripherally seen being loaded into the cars at the hotel. Next, he is reaching around under the seat of the SUV to be sure some item hasn't slid under there. Instead of being ready to protect, he's in line to be blamed if a small paper bag containing something you purchased doesn't make its way into the passenger compartment. (It might well have been loaded into the luggage hold, but for the entire three-hour flight the protector will be the focus of resentment because the location of the paper bag can't be confirmed.)
Even the most capable and effective protectors might make poor luggage handlers. You or your assistant are much more qualified to know how many bags were packed, which bags you want where, which might be missing, which got loaded, which are in this or that car. In our firm, we'll assist clients in any way that enhances their convenience so long as it does not interfere with security and safety -- and any request in public that something be done right now profoundly interferes with security because it fully occupies the Now, placing the new task ahead of all others. When told to focus on something other than the mission, a protector becomes less effective -- and is usually a poor doer of whatever tangential task he's expected to handle. Everyone loses, both ways.
To be clear, protectors in our firm are frequently asked to handle tasks outside of security, and we provide a wide range of non-security services that help make clients' lives more convenient and enjoyable. However, these extra tasks are done when clients are home, or when protectors are advancing locations, or after clients depart -- in other words, when not currently engaged in the critical act of protecting.





Appendix 2
Pie Attacks on Public Figures and Executives, a brief report provided to clients of Gavin de Becker & Associates, circa 2006
Pie throwing, which started as a political tactic in the '60s is being popularized again through the Internet. Pie attack targets have included Ronald McDonald (5 times), Kenny Rogers (3 times), Karl Lagerfeld (twice), San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown (several times), Bill Gates, fashion executive Oscar de la Renta, Charles Hurwitz of Maxxam Corporation, the Prime Minister of Canada, the Former Chancellor of Germany, a famous geneticist, some authors, a philosopher, and others.
While this report focuses on the tactics of pie throwing groups, similar types of attacks have been used against executives and public figures using other foods, such as eggs. As discussed below, it is wise to have a response prepared for these types of attacks.
Tactics
In addition to reviewing the propaganda of several pie throwing groups, we've carefully analyzed pie attack incidents in order to provide insight to the tactics and strategies that are used.
They generally attack at public meetings, scheduled events, press conferences, or public appearances. They most often attack at a transit point (i.e. getting out of a car or coming out of a building), though a few incidents have occurred as a speaker left a stage after making a speech or participating in a press conference.
In planning their attacks, they seek intelligence about their target's schedule. They sometimes contact the target's organization under a ruse (media calling to check on an event), or they rely upon sympathizers within the organization to provide them information.
They operate in teams of at least four individuals, mixed male and female.
In order to deliver a pie, they have to get within 10 feet of the target.
When attacking people who employ security personnel, these groups have attempted to look "non-threatening."
They wear bulky clothes and backpacks in order to hide their pies and video cameras. One team member wearing a backpack faces the target, and stands in front of his associate. The associate then removes the pie out of view of the target and his security personnel.
Team member Number One distracts the target by asking a provocative question related to their cause d'jour. While the target is focused on the person who asked the question, team member number two will attempt to throw a pie directly into the target's face. Team member number three will be behind the target and, if the first attempt fails, he or she will deliver a pie upside down on the top of the target's head. Team member number four uses a camcorder to record the attack and the target's reaction.
To increase the chances of success, some attacks have involved additional pie throwers.
Pie throwers often run away or try to run away to avoid arrest.
They will release copies of their videotape of the pie attack to the media. They will also publish a "communique" on the Internet taking responsibility for the attack and stating their reasons for doing so.
If they are arrested, they have the support of activist lawyers and they attempt to gain additional publicity for their cause during the legal process.
Reaction
Having a protective detail certainly decreases the chances of a fully successful pie attack, and many have been prevented outright. Even aborted attacks can result in some pie landing on the Principal. Accordingly, we suggest that the Principal always have an additional shirt, tie, and jacket available, so that in the event this ever occurs, it's possible to get quickly back to the public appearance.
Because pies in the face are associated with comedy and clowns, the media reports on these assaults somewhat irreverently. We consider the attacks a serious assault, but the general public does not -- mostly because pie is used. In contrast, attacks using animal blood are similar in all regards to pie attacks, except that animal blood does not stimulate the same kind of stories. With either, a degree of humiliation can be part of these incidents. For these reasons and others, one's reaction to a pie attack is important. French philosopher Bernard-Henri Levy has reacted to his attacks with anger and challenging the attackers to fight. In part because of his reaction, he has been attacked five times.
Conversely, a French author who licked pie off his face and commented that it tasted good earned the media's respect for being a good sport. He has not been attacked again. In addition, Arnold Schwarzenegger also received favorable press reports when he joked about being hit by an egg by stating that the perpetrator owed him bacon.
We suggest having a quip in mind to be used in the event of a pie (or other food-type) attack. For example: "I ordered this pie a week ago," or "I ordered chocolate." Indeed, there is little humor to be found in such incidents, but the appearance of taking it lightly is important.
The pie throwers claim they are exercising free speech and are not committing an assault. Their goal is to humiliate powerful people and bring attention to their cause. None have attempted to harm anyone (beyond causing a momentary loss of dignity), though the attacks are alarming, disruptive, and can be feel fairly violent. For example, Mayor Brown and a pie thrower were both slightly injured a scuffle during and after a pie-throwing incident.
An attempted or successful pie throwing is not expected to receive a lot of publicity. Ironically, the more often the organizations throw pies, the less newsworthy such events become. However, if there are other elements to the story (a serious assault on a pie-thrower, an injury, lawsuits, etc.), publicity can continue for some time. The attacks on Mayor Brown continued to receive publicity because of jail terms imposed on several pie throwers. One claimed he was injured when tackled by one of the Mayor's aides.
Conclusion
Clearly, these incidents are worth avoiding, because in addition to the temporary embarrassment and disruption, we must also consider the larger consequences of a successful pie-attack, or other type of food attack. Permitting an attack to come off successfully would send a signal that you are vulnerable to attack. Future pursuers with more hostile intent might then be encouraged to pursue encounters with you.
Recommendations
	As noted above, we recommend that your protective detail be provided in advance with a change of clothes appropriate to each event (e.g., dark suit jacket, extra shirt and tie, one tuxedo coat, extra tuxedo shirt, bow tie).
	We recommend that you be prepared with a humorous verbal response to use in your comments from the podium or to the media.
	We recommend that your staff be made aware of the information in this report, and quickly advise your protectors of any suspicion about someone in the public environment.






Appendix 3
The Decision to Use Violence

JACA
The conscious or unconscious decision to use violence, or to do most anything, involves many mental and emotional processes, but they usually boil down to how a person perceives four fairly simple issues: justification, alternatives, consequences, and ability. My office abbreviates these elements as JACA, and an evaluation of them helps predict violence.
Perceived Justification (J)
Is there evidence the person feels justified in using violence? Perceived justification can be as simple as being sufficiently provoked ("Hey, you stepped on my foot!") or as convoluted as looking for an excuse to argue, as with the spouse that starts a disagreement in order to justify an angry response. The process of developing and manufacturing justification can be observed. A person who is seeking to feel justification for some action might move from "What you've done angers me" to "What you've done is wrong." Popular justifications include the moral high ground of righteous indignation and the more simple equation known by its biblical name: an eye for an eye.
Anger is a very seductive emotion because it is profoundly energizing and exhilarating. Sometimes people feel their anger is justified by past unfairnesses, and with the slightest excuse, they bring forth resentments unrelated to the present situation. You could say such a person has prejustified hostility, more commonly known as having a chip on his shoulder.
The degree of provocation is, of course, in the eye of the provoked. John Monahan notes that "how a person appraises an event may have a great influence on whether he or she ultimately responds to it in a violent manner." What he calls "perceived intentionality" (e.g., "You didn't just bump into me, you meant to hit me") is perhaps the clearest example of a person looking for justification.
Perceived Alternatives (A)
Is there evidence the person perceives that he has available alternatives to violence that will move him toward the outcome he wants? Since violence, like any behavior, has a purpose, it's valuable to know the goal of the actor. For example, if a person wants his job back, violence is not the most effective strategy, since it precludes the very outcome he seeks. Conversely, if he wants revenge, violence is a viable strategy, though usually not the only one. Alternatives to violence might be ridicule, smear campaigns, lawsuits, or inflicting some other nonphysical harm on the targeted person or organization. Knowing the desired outcome is the key. If a person's desired outcome is to inflict physical injury, then there are few alternatives to violence. If the desired outcome is to punish someone, there might be many. It is when he perceives no alternatives that violence is most likely. David wouldn't have fought Goliath if he perceived alternatives. Justification alone wouldn't have been enough to compensate for his low ability to prevail over his adversary. More than anything, he fought because he had no choice. A person (or an animal) who feels there are no alternatives will fight even when violence isn't justified, even when the consequences are perceived as unfavorable, and even when the ability to prevail is low.
Perceived Consequences (C)
How does the person appear to view the consequences associated with using violence? Before resorting to force, people weigh the likely consequences, even if unconsciously or very quickly. Consequences might be intolerable, such as for a person whose identity and self-image would be too damaged if he used violence. Context can change that, as with the person who is normally passive but becomes violent in a crowd or mob. Violence can be made tolerable by the support or encouragement of others. It is when consequences are perceived as favorable, such as for an assassin who wants attention and has little to lose, that violence is likely.
Perceived Ability (A)
Is there evidence the person believes he can successfully deliver the blows or bullet or bomb? People who have successfully used violence in the past have a higher appraisal of their ability to prevail using violence again. People with weapons or other advantages perceive (often correctly) a high ability to use violence.





Appendix 4
Public Posture on Security, a memo to the Protectee from Gavin de Becker
While every public figure maintains a unique approach to safety and privacy, and while the personality of each influences that approach, you are in a fairly small fraternity whose members do face special challenges and who are wise to meet at least a minimum standard of precaution.
Whether or not the general public is ever aware of one's security and privacy precautions, it is important to communicate the fact that attention is paid to safety and privacy. The way the topic is promoted or presented in the media is itself a precaution. Some public figures believe information about personal safety and family safety should not ever be reported on, but in your situation, the topic will occasionally be on the agenda for journalists regardless of whether you place it there: "... walks around without guards; shuns security precautions; lives like a regular person; resists security advice; says 'If someone wants to harm you, there's nothing that can be done to stop them'; drives himself to and from work; on a typical day, walks through the park near his home."
How a wealthy and interesting person lives, what he does, where he goes, how he approaches famousness will all be explored and speculated upon by journalists. The question is, How can it be presented so that it serves safety and deters unwanted pursuers -- instead of inviting them?
I used to believe that the subject of security should never appear in the press; research and new information makes clear to me (and many others who have studied the topic) that the target selection process is significantly influenced by the pursuer's perception of a potential victim's approachability.
Assassin Robert Bardo murdered the young actress Rebecca Schaeffer. Advising for the prosecution in his case, I learned that Bardo had stalked several famous people, including a client of mine whom he decided was too inaccessible. He gave up on her and switched his attention to Rebecca Schaeffer. For assassins, it is the act and not the target, the destination and not the journey, that matters.
Because targets are interchangeable, I asked Bardo how the security precautions taken by some public figures affected his choice. He said, "If I read in an article that they have security and they have bodyguards, it makes you look at that celebrity different and makes a person like me stand back."
Like nearly all modern-day assassins, Bardo had studied those who came before him. He even wrote to assassin Mark Chapman (killer of John Lennon), who was in prison. Bardo had also studied everything he could find on the Arthur Jackson case (attacker of Theresa Saldana) in which I also testified for the prosecution. Jackson had hired a private detective to locate his victim, so Bardo did too. Jackson used a knife, so on one of his earlier trips to kill Schaeffer, Bardo brought one along. Jackson traveled thousands of miles in pursuit of his target, sometimes in a crisscross fashion -- as do nearly all assassins -- and Bardo did too.
In a videotaped interview done by the defense months before Bardo knew I was working on the case, he revealed the extent of his research into public-figure attack. Describing the lack of security he had encountered around Rebecca Schaeffer, he said: "It's not like she had Gavin de Becker or anything." His reference to me reflected his perception that public figures that took the topic seriously, whose public persona had a boundary, were less attractive as targets. Among criminals, the nature of deterrence is different with public figure attackers. Put plainly, they do not fear they are going to jail -- they fear they are going to fail. Accordingly, the public figures that offer the greatest likelihood of successful surveillance, successful pursuit, and successful encounters are most likely to be selected.
Contrary to public perception, anger and hate play much less a role in the selection process than perceived approachability.
Some media figures encourage and nurture images of approachability, perhaps because they feel they have to in order to maintain a following (girl-next-door type actresses or singers, down-to-earth politicians, product endorsers). You are not compelled to present an approachable image in order to maintain your business.
In any case, the idea that publicity which identifies boundaries is somehow hurtful to the perception that someone is a "nice guy" is erroneous. Many very popular media figures have also promoted (or at least accepted) public reports that include boundaries: "Redford guards his privacy;" "access to Oprah's fortress-like studio is by invitation only;" "a guard stands quietly outside Michael J. Fox's dressing room;" "a guard answered the gate at Michael Eisner's home;" "given her popularity, Tina Turner reluctantly acknowledges that security is a fact of life." Popularity itself is a widely accepted explanation for someone's security concerns.
Those considering pursuit of a famous person choose from a wide range of possible targets, and the pursuer's perception of each is affected by what he learns through the media. I asked Robert Bardo what advice he would offer to famous people about safety:
Bardo: Take it seriously if you are in the limelight in any way. Do not take pictures near your house or car. Don't disclose where you live. Don't tell reporters where your vacation home is. When a celebrity talks to a reporter, it's like they are talking to their best friend. If I can look in a magazine and see a photo of their car, I can get a lot of information. If I ever get close to where they live, the car will confirm it because it'll be the car I saw in the photo.
I read in Seventeen Magazine that Rebecca drove a Volkswagen convertible. And they told the color too, plum color. If I couldn't find a person I was looking for, I could read about them and find their parents or brother or sister. When I read about a celebrity in a magazine, I feel like I know them. The way they talk about their family life, about their problems, what it took for them to become famous. It's not like they're strangers. You always know when they're having a relationship with another person, or whatever happens in their life. To me, my victim was not a stranger because I read so much in the magazine articles. I felt like she was accessible. You read about them, and you think that you own that person.
de Becker: Did you ever consider that what you read in articles might not be true?
Bardo: I thought it was the gospel.
Presentations of media figures that show them in their homes send a clear signal of a public life without boundaries. If one decides it's important to be photographed or filmed at home, it is wise if balanced by some reference to precautions (e.g., "The serenity of the thirty-acre property is closely guarded by sophisticated security program"). Presentations without such balance foster a false intimacy, which is part of the process that leads to unwanted pursuit. Bizarre though it may seem, the greatest intimacy most assassins attain is with those they attack.
Through stalking, they come to know their victims more closely than they know others in their lives, and through shooting them, they become partners of sorts. Bremer's diary shows increasing intimacy with his first victim of choice, President Nixon. As he stalked the president from state to state, the diary references move from "the President" to "he" to "Nixon" to "Nixy," and ultimately to "Nixy-boy."
In addition to public images of accessibility, some famous people go even farther by developing direct dialogue and giving personal-seeming attention to members of the general public. Bardo's coarse act of murder was, with the saddest irony, inflicted on the only girl who ever gave him any positive attention. Rebecca Schaeffer had sent a kind reply to one of his letters.
Bardo: It was a personal postcard where she wrote, "Robert, dash, your letter was the nicest, most real letter I ever received." She underlined "real." She wrote, "Please take care," and drew a heart sign and then "Rebecca." That's what propelled me to want to get some more answers from her.
de Becker: So what advice would you offer other famous people?
Bardo: Be careful about what you write. If you do answer fan mail, don't let it be so over-glowing. That's not the way to be with a fan, because it makes it seem like they're the only one, and that's how I felt. I felt I was the only one.
This case and thousands of others teach us that it is best when the style and nature of responses to unsolicited correspondence keeps clear boundaries.
We have many suggestions for the types of letters to be sent back to members of the general public. Small distinctions can have large consequences. Who should responses be from? Should they be direct or delicate? Should everything receive a reply? Answering these and other questions leads to development of a program for screening and handling of communications from the general public. Those communications that meet certain criteria should always be professionally assessed before a response is sent. That doesn't mean just those communications that include a death threat.
This raises one of the common myths associated with unwanted communications from the general public: that threats are the most serious type of communication. In interpersonal situations (neighbor, friend, spouse) a threat tends to increase the likelihood of violence by eroding the quality of communication and increasing frustration, but the very same threat conveyed to a public figure does not portend violence at all.
Still, it is a tenacious myth that those who threaten public figures are the ones most likely to harm them. In fact, those who make direct threats to public figures are far less likely to harm them than those who communicate in other inappropriate ways (love-sickness, exaggerated adoration, themes of rejection, the belief that a relationship is "meant to be," plans to travel or meet, the belief that the media figure owes them something, etc.). Direct threats are not a reliable pre-incident indicator for assassination in America, as demonstrated by the fact that not one successful public-figure attacker in the history of the media age directly threatened his victim first.
The myth that those who will harm a famous person will directly threaten their victims first has led many to wrongly conclude that inappropriate communications that don't contain threats are not significant. The opposite is actually true. Public figures who ignore inappropriate letters simply because they don't contain threats will be missing the very communications most relevant to safety.
The whole topic of how to handle unsolicited or inappropriate communications (letters, e-mail, phone calls, etc.) is an area of critical importance to any safety program. It provides the single greatest resource -- and the least expensive way -- to identify people who might pose a hazard to you or your family's well being.
Gavin de Becker





Appendix 5
Guidelines for Staff Handling of Inappropriate Communications
If you are aware of any inappropriate communications (phone calls, letters, visits, etc.), it is important to report these incidents to the appropriate person in a timely matter.
Telephone Calls
Ask for a return number. Advise, "Just in case we get disconnected," but don't give callers the impression that someone will call them back.
Be polite, but "dumb." Inappropriate callers should be handled in a pleasant, professional manner, but they should be given no information. Advise that you can take a message which will be passed on to "the appropriate person." Repeat that you are in a position to take a message, but beyond this, you can offer no other assistance. Just repeat that response; do not negotiate.
Make the contact as brief as possible. Tell callers that you are busy, that the other phone is ringing, etc. Urge them to write if they have something to communicate, and provide them with an appropriate mailing address. (Letters are valuable to our assessment, but again, say only that the letter will be given to the appropriate person.)
Never promise anything. Specifically do not promise that the message will be delivered directly to the person they ask for.
Don't use misdirection -- don't lie. Do not tell them anything that is easily revealed to be a lie.
Carefully document all details of the call (time, date, background sounds, accent, collect vs. direct, content, etc.).
Report the call to the designated person in a timely manner.
Letters, Packages and Emails
Do not throw anything away. All materials, including envelopes, should be accepted, and forwarded to the appropriate person with as little handling as possible. Do not reject or return to sender any documents or packages.
Document the method of delivery (mail, Federal Express, messenger service), and the date and time it was received. Include this information on a note to be forwarded with the materials.
Use caution when handling organic material. Do not dispose of it until advised to do so.
In the case of emails, do not permanently delete any emails until advised to do so. Forward them to the appropriate person as an attachment.
Visits to Offices
Always remain calm and polite.
Ask inappropriate visitors if they have an appointment. Advise that it is inappropriate for them to visit without an appointment.
If they request an appointment, advise them to put their concerns in writing, including their name, address, telephone number, and reason for the request, and provide them with an appropriate mailing address.
If they wish to write on the spot, allow them to do so, and advise that it will be passed on "to the appropriate person."
If a visitor wishes to deliver a package, advise that you can accept it and pass it along "to the appropriate person." Do not provide any other information.
Advise again that it is inappropriate for them to visit, and that this is private property. Warn them if they do not leave immediately, they will be arrested for trespassing (or other appropriate charge). If they refuse to leave, we recommend an arrest by calling the police.
Document the date and time of the incident. Also note a physical description, vehicle information, and any other relevant information.
Visits to Residences
Always remain calm and polite. Advise visitors that they are on private property, that it is not appropriate for them to visit, and they must leave.
If a visitor wishes to deliver a package, advise that you can accept it and pass it along "to the appropriate person." Do not provide any other information.
Advise again that it is inappropriate for them to visit, and that this is private property. Warn them if they do not leave immediately, they will be arrested for trespassing (or other appropriate charge). If they refuse to leave, we recommend an arrest by calling the police.
Document the date and time of the incident. Also note a physical description, vehicle information, and any other relevant information.
Face-to-Face Encounters
If at some point you find yourself face-to-face with inappropriate individuals, make the encounter as brief as possible. We recommend saying, "I'll be right back," and walking away immediately. Any contact is likely to worsen the situation, therefore the time they are in your environment should be as limited as possible.
Criteria for Assessment of Inappropriate Material
Material that should be forwarded for assessment includes letters that make reference to the following:
	A Special History shared with the person being pursued;
	A Special Destiny shared with the person being pursued;
	A Direct Communication (belief that there is direct communication between the person being pursued and the pursuer; may be one way or two way communication);
	Religious and Historical Themes involving the person being pursued (including when the writer admonishes the person being pursued to change his/her lifestyle);
	Death, Suicide, Weapons, etc.;
	Extreme or Obsessive Love;
	Obsessive Desire to Contact the person being pursued (including plans for a meeting, interest in home address, etc.);
	A Debt that is Owed to the pursuer by the person being pursued (not just money but any kind of debt);
	The person being pursued is believed to be Someone Other than Himself/Herself (an impostor, a historical figure, the writer's spouse or relative, etc.);
	Persons who have been attacked in public (Lincoln, Lennon, Sadat, Kennedy, etc.);
	Persons who have carried out attacks against public figures (Oswald, Hinckley, Sirhan, et al.);
	Mental Illness (psychiatric care, anti-psychotic medication, etc.);
	Bodyguards, Security, Danger, Prisons, etc.

Beyond these general categories, include anything that is disjointed in content, sinister, or otherwise questionable. This should include bizarre or unreasonable solicitations, including requests for money, gifts, or other assistance. Material from writers who send many letters after getting no response should also be passed on to us even if each of the letters appear normal. (We will return anything that is not worthy of assessment.)
Many writers will start with a normal letter, get a response, and then send questionable material later. If you recall that the writer has had a response in the past, please make note of that and send it with the letter.
Always include envelopes and packing material, even if torn.
When placing notes and notations on material you are sending to us, it is best to use Scotch brand Post-it note pads (manufactured by 3M Company) as they do not damage evidence as do staples and tape. Please do not write directly on the material.
The criteria above should also be applied to cards which arrive with flowers, telephone messages, statements made during visits, or any other type of communication from members of the general public.





Appendix 6
An introduction to Threat Assessment and Management, a confidential White Paper Report by Gavin de Becker, circa 1980
This confidential White Paper Report from Gavin de Becker & Associates addresses some of the issues to be considered when managing situations involving mentally ill persons who focus upon public figures. This information is presented in general terms and does not constitute a recommendation on how to manage a specific situation.


There are some aspects of threat assessment and management (TAM), which are unique to the type of case being evaluated. For instance, the dynamics of cases involving media figures, public officials and others who do not have a personal relationship with the pursuer are not the same as those where there is a personal relationship.
To understand this, we must look at the current (circa 1980) body of knowledge in the area of behavioral predictions. We must also realize that statistics are not nearly so valuable here as they might be in other research because there are so few incidents to study. Accordingly, it has been important to widen the base to include near attacks, actions in furtherance of an attack, stalking, threats to attack, lying-in-wait, inappropriate or bizarre communications, and inappropriate encounters. It is, of course, a sample of widely different situations and people, and since there are few binding theories that can encompass all of them, predictions should be limited to areas where success is likely.
Dangerousness is not a permanent state of being, or an attribute of a person; dangerousness is situational. Further, we are not predicting dangerousness on it's own. Rather, we are discussing the likelihood of escalation or violence between the person being pursued and the person under assessment. We are not guessing what would happen if you put Person "A" in a room with Person "B", because the elements of circumstance, opportunity, intent and chance are difficult to predict, and because dangerousness itself is the sum total of many variables. A few are:
	Is the Pursuer inclined toward a violent or intrusive act at this time?
	Is he or she able to travel, make contact with the intended target, effectively carry out plans, deliver harm, etc.?
	What are the relevant aspects of the Principal's situation? Appearing publicly? Working together? Appropriate security? Predictable movements? Easy to locate and encounter?
	Does the Pursuer intend to make contact?

I avoid references to a "violent disposition" or nature. Even though this characteristic might well be relevant, its absence is not a guarantee of so-called "non-dangerousness." I also avoid the term "potentially dangerous," because this can fairly be applied to nearly everyone. Most of us possess that potential, and faced with certain circumstances, it might be acted on. Accordingly, one must be careful not to confuse the potential to do harm with the intent to do harm.
In his excellent monograph, Predicting Violent Behavior, Dr. John Monahan offers an instructive analogy on prediction in general:
If asked to predict in which direction this monograph would fall, if it were let go, the reader could technically state only that every other solid object he or she has let go of in the past has (eventually) fallen down rather than risen up or remained suspended. What allows for the prediction that this object, if released in the future, will also fall down is that we possess a theory -- gravity -- that can plausibly let us generalize from the past class of cases to the current individual case. This theory also allows us to set boundary conditions on this prediction, so we know that, if the monograph were let go in space, outside the force of the earth's gravity, it would not fall but would remain stationary. The catch, of course, is that we understand gravity much better than we understand violence and tend simply to assume that whatever conditions operated to produce violence in the past will also do so in the future. This may often be a plausible assumption, but there are exceptions.
Many cases involving public figure attackers, stalkers, and workplace violence are exceptions.
Monahan noted there is a widespread tendency to base predictions on an assessment of past behavior. Mental health practitioners and the criminal justice system put great weight on this factor: "If there is one finding that overshadows all others in prediction, it is that the probability of future crime increases with each prior criminal act" (Monahan 1981). While this is doubtlessly true in the context of traditional criminal violence, in the limited context of public figure attack, for instance, this is not a reliable predictor. I do not base this solely on the fact that most public figure attackers or those who commit violence in the workplace did not have a history of criminal behavior. Rather, I question the grouping of violent behaviors that are not actually similar to each other. For example, there are outbursts of rage where one strikes someone, turns over furniture, breaks windows, etc. That is clearly violent, but contrast it with acts that, while they might have violent results, are not physically violent. Is placing a bomb violent? For that matter, is shooting at a public figure violent in the same sense that fighting is violent? Shooting at someone can be a calm and calculated act. The results are violent, but the action is not. So one must weigh the type of violence to determine its relevance to an assessment. There is frenetic, tantrum-like violence; and there is calculated, controlled violence, just as there is rage, and there is anger. A history of violence might demonstrate how a person deals with aggression or conflict. For that reason, a history of violent behavior might well be relevant to an assessment.
However, the absence of violent behavior in one's past might be absolutely irrelevant to the assessment.
In considering this, recall that many persons who perform media crimes, such as the assassin and the sniper on the school grounds, were later described as "timid and unassuming," "quiet," "a good neighbor," etc. These men are not often bar-room brawlers, who vent their aggression. Rather, they are men who dwell on their aggression, and instead of "letting off steam," they contain it.
There are also some important distinctions between dangerous behavior and violent behavior. Dr. Monahan discusses this issue:
At first glance, the definition of "violent" or "dangerous" behavior appears to be a straightforward one about which only academics could quibble. Being shot, stabbed, or punched is violent. The meaning of a sign reading "dangerous" placed behind a gasoline truck or near a patch of thin ice is likewise clear. Yet as soon as one goes beyond these obvious examples, problems arise. While Sarbin (1967) cogently distinguishes between violence and dangerousness ("Violence denotes action; danger denotes a relationship"), virtually all others hold the terms synonymous. Some define violence to include only injury or death to persons, while others include the destruction of property. Violent thoughts are considered dangerous by some "because patients with fears and fantasies of violence sometimes act them out" (Ervin and Lyon 1969).
In assessing and managing safety hazards, we must also have a clear definition of what constitutes "harm." Harms are not limited to the obvious, such as property damage, assault, battery, stabbing, shooting, etc. We cannot overlook the harm caused by anxiety and fear. There is harm in invading privacy, and in such actions as stalking, trespass, lying-in-wait, etc. I raise this because we are not seeking to avoid, avert or manage only those situations that are traditionally considered dangerous.
Specifically directed or aimed dangerousness is not a permanent state of being. For a situation to be dangerous, there must be sinister intent (or at least disregard for another's safety), there must be the means to deliver harm, there must be a victim who is vulnerable and accessible, and there must be a set of circumstances that provide advantage to the attacker. Many of these things are measurable, but such abstract factors as inclination, predisposition, and intention take special skill and understanding of the Pursuer in order to make an effective judgment.
A hateful man, with weapons expertise and military experience, who has expressed sinister intent toward a specified target might well be considered dangerous. This determination might be less valid if he is confined to a wheelchair and incarcerated for life in a distant prison. He might well have a violent predisposition and a sinister intent, but he does not have the opportunity and ability to perform an attack, and cannot at this time, act on opportunities that might develop. That can change, but so can the assessment change. There has been a lot of research into the prediction of dangerousness that indicated it is not possible to reliably predict dangerousness no matter how much relevant information is available or who is making the judgment. This includes research conducted in controlled environments such as mental hospitals and jails, research conducted under the direction of Congressional Committees, Presidential Commissions, the Secret Service, the Institute of Medicine, etc. I don't necessarily disagree with these results in the context of their application for most law enforcement and mental health professionals. This consensus, however, is not entirely relevant to identifying, classifying and assessing in order to enhance safety.
Most studies on this subject have sought to predict dangerousness from a statistical point of view among focus populations (prisons, jails, mental hospitals, society at large). Some work has involved predicting dangerousness among individuals who distinguished themselves by making threats (including suicide threats). Our work differs substantially because it measures the likelihood of escalation or violence between particular identified individuals. Only part of this measurement involves factors related to the sinister intent of the pursuer. Further, most of the studies are directed toward actions that might be taken once dangerousness is predicted, i.e., civil commitment, extended incarceration, denial of bail or parole, arrest (on threat charges, for example), detainment for mental health observation, and other forms of intervention. Our overall goal is to reduce risk and hazard. Controlling the conduct of the person under assessment might be only a part of most management plans, however it is the primary part of probation conditions, parole supervision, detainment, arrest, commitment, and the other interventions traditionally applied by the criminal justice system and the mental health community.
When intrusive interventions might ultimately result from an assessment of dangerousness, it is clear that the incidence of predictions that wrongly identify people as "dangerous" must be extremely low in order to be acceptable in our society. (These erroneous predictions are called False Positives. Those predictions that fail to predict dangerousness where it is present are called False Negatives.) Failing to predict dangerousness where it exists can have (and has had) tremendous negative impact on the targets of violence, and on society at large. This is a given. However, what we are addressing here is the impact upon those persons determined dangerous who would not have performed a violent act in the absence of intervention. Continuing along these lines, consider this example:
Assume that a method of predicting dangerousness will correctly identify 85% of the people who will later engage in dangerous behavior. Therefore, this prediction technique has a false negative rate of 15% (i.e., the technique will incorrectly predict that 15% will not engage in dangerous behavior). The technique also correctly identifies 90% of those who will not behave dangerously (i.e., the method will have a false positive rate of 10%).
This technique is then applied to a random sample of 100,000. Since the base rate for violent crime in the U. S. is 187 per 100,000, the test will correctly identify 85% or 159 of the 187 dangerous persons. Twenty eight false negatives would also be made (i.e., 28 persons would be erroneously predicted not to engage in dangerous behavior).
Because of the 10% false positive rate, the test would erroneously predict 9,981 of these persons will commit acts of violence. When the false positives above are added to the 28 false negatives, it is obvious that the test will make 10,009 errors. If no prediction had been made, there could have been only 187 errors (the number of persons who act violently out of 100,000).
Having presented these thoughts, it is easy to see that when the dangerousness assessment might result in highly intrusive forms of intervention, including denial of freedom, even a method with a high success rate is not good enough. In the criminal justice system, one is presumed innocent until proven guilty, and cannot be punished for acts not yet committed, no matter how persuasive the evidence. Intrusive intervention based upon a prediction of future behavior violates the most fundamental rights in a democratic society; punishment for past acts, not detention for the future acts (Monahan, 1981). Nearly all research in this field has been judged in the light of these facts, yet there are other applications of behavioral science predictions which are practical and proper.
Research into the behavioral sciences, particularly toward early identification of dangerousness, has been limited by fears of the potential abuses of such knowledge. Still, there are those who believe that these issues should be considered from a societal point of view, as well as from the individual's point of view. The target has as much right to not be victimized as the person being assessed has to retain his civil rights.
Believing that dangerousness is usually far too situational to accurately predict on its own, I nonetheless feel that effective assessment and management is possible and practical in our work, within the constraints of a free society. There are several reasons:
	We are not applying assessment methods to a random sample of people. Far from it, we are assessing identified individuals who have already demonstrated inappropriate ideation or behavior directed toward specific persons. Further, many other relevant factors are usually apparent.
	We are rarely applying any intrusive or unreasonable intervention on the person under assessment.
	There is no downside to false positives, save whatever work or time we invest in a given case. If we have to assess 500 persons in order to identify and manage one who intended to carry out an attack, the cost is still reasonable.
	Some of the more common actions a person must take in order to fall under scrutiny of the police, most notably threats, are in fact, not likely to be predictors of dangerousness in most cases involving public figures. The laws thus identify and proscribe behavior which is not necessarily the most relevant to the safety of the Principal. My office does not require the presence of specific, limited threat statements in order to assess an individual. Without those restrictions on the selection process, the population under assessment might be more likely to include the right people (i.e., people who pose some hazard).

Regardless of the methods of prediction or the interventions applied, the first step toward reducing the hazard posed by intrusive or violently-inclined people is to identify those people. The population identified will doubtless include people who will not act dangerously. Still the Principal is wise to avoid all of the people identified in order to avoid those who pose a hazard. Given the criteria used for selection, few of the persons identified though the methods discussed on this paper would merit an encounter anyway. Such encounters would not likely result in any good for the Principal, so avoiding them carries little or no loss.
Summarizing this approach:
	Criteria is established for the type of behavior or apparent ideation required in order to identify candidates for assessment.
	Those candidates are assessed, and based upon the results, information regarding some of them is developed and maintained.
	Efforts are undertaken to avoid encounters between the Principal and members of this group. The extent of those efforts might be based upon the results of the assessment, for example, the greater the pursuer's action capability and intent to have an encounter, the greater the efforts to avoid that encounter.
	A part of our assessment is comparative. After a case agent in our office identifies and codes important characteristics from each case, MOSAIC compares those characteristics with hundreds of other cases. Based upon what occurred in similar situations, with similar persons, who chose similar targets, and communicated in similar ways, some informative conclusions can be drawn. These conclusions cannot, in themselves, guide a management plan, because each case is unique. Still, the information provides some foundation upon which to base certain assumptions. We can say that a given case is most similar to those that have escalated their behavior, or that it is most similar to those that have not.

Such an approach is like considering a weather report that says there will be a 60% chance of rain. What the weather report actually means is that on 60% of similar days, it has rained. Nevertheless, such information can be useful in deciding whether or not to carry an umbrella.





Appendix 7
Ten Agreements for Hired Drivers/Chauffeurs
	Please stay with the car at all times. WHY: We are relying on you to drive in the event of an unscheduled departure. We also rely upon you in the event something is needed from the car.
	When you must leave the car ... On those rare occasions that you must leave the car (restroom, etc.), please let us know each time prior.
	Please keep the front seat clear for a passenger.
	Please remain inside the car on arrivals and departures. WHY: In case we need to depart quickly.
	We will open and close the doors every time, and our staff will operate the car door locks.
	Please leave the front windows open a few inches while waiting in the car for passengers. WHY: So you can hear outside the car.
	Please be certain that two-way radio and cell phone are on at all times, and at a sufficient volume.
	Please be prepared to open the trunk lid at all arrival/departure areas.
	Please report to us anyone or anything that appears that appears unusual. WHY: You will be in a position to see many things relevant to safety or logistics that we might not see, and we appreciate your contribution toward that goal.
	If you have routing suggestions, we want to hear them.

Our thanks for the contribution you make as an important member of this team.





Appendix 8
Interview with Gavin de Becker, CSO Magazine, July 2004
Called the Slowest Pulse in Hollywood, Gavin de Becker has a cool style that has gained him the trust of Hollywood stars, CEOs and even U.S. presidents. In a rare interview, he talks with Sarah D. Scalet about how CSOs can inspire that kind of confidence too.
De Becker took some time to talk with Senior Editor Sarah D. Scalet about methods for promoting confidence in security.
CSO: Hollywood stars, CEOs and U.S. presidents have all put their security in your hands. What advice do you have for CSOs about gaining people's trust?
Gavin de Becker: The product of the CSO's work is not reports and proposals and procedures and methods. The core product is peace of mind. We run an Advanced Threat Assessment and Management Academy twice a year at the UCLA Conference Center, where CSOs and senior government security officials gather for four days. One of the classes that I give there is called "Managing Victim Fear," and the core question is: What can the CSO do to impart more confidence? I call it the four C's: care, confidence, communication and certainty.
CSO: As in...?
GDB: Well, first is care. The [client] wants to know, Do you care about me? Am I special, or am I just another case? Do you think I'm crazy? It might be your CEO, or it might be a woman who is victimized by a violent ex-husband, but this is one of the questions they will ask themselves.
Next is confidence. People are asking, in effect, of the CSO: Are you a vessel for my confidence? In general, we want to invest our confidence. When we see the pilot of a 747 walking down the aisle, we're looking to see how cool he is. [So to promote confidence,] I recommend that before you meet someone for the first time, you send them a bio. You say, "I look forward to our meeting tomorrow afternoon, and so that you'll be more familiar with my background, I'm sending you some general information." When you arrive, they say, "Oh, that's what a security expert looks like." That way, they fit you into their projection instead of the alternative. If a guy shows up and says, "I'm the bomb detection expert," and you judge him based on what he's wearing, how old he is, how tall he is, how he looks, how he speaks -- he now doesn't fit your central casting idea. But if a person is sent a bio first, we will fit [the subject of the bio] into our projection.
CSO: Once you're hired, the CEO already knows your background. Is there a way to do this on a more ongoing basis?
GDB: If you know you're going to a meeting about a particular topic, it's great to send a memo that says, "I look forward to our meeting on Tuesday. I have some experience and insight on this topic because of my background in..." and you list the three ways in which you have relevant experience.
CSO: Might someone misinterpret that as arrogance?
GDB: Confidence and arrogance are often confused. I don't think you seem arrogant unless you behave in a way that imparts arrogance. So, if you can back up what you say... That's the key. Each of my colleagues in security has the responsibility to be his or her own corporation -- his or her own CEO, marketing division, financial division and service-providing division. The marketing component is one where people are often shy. You need to put your head above the crowd and say, "Hey, I'm the best person for this job. You made a really good choice by inviting me to comment on this, because you may not be aware that I served five years in the Coast Guard, and so I have a lot to say about maritime security." Or, "When I was with the FBI, I used to advise the airlines on profiling, and so I have some insights that I am enthusiastic about offering." If I got that from a member of my firm, I would be nothing but pleased. I would feel that my decision was a wise one inviting that person to that meeting.
CSO: OK. So back to your four C's.
GDB: The third one is communication -- which invests in people the knowledge that you care about them. I have a policy in my company to always call clients before they call us, even if we don't yet have the information they're waiting for. I look for excuses to call my clients, whereas most people look for ways to avoid taking calls because we don't yet have the "answer." If I meet with someone -- let's say they had a threat problem -- later I'll force myself to call them and ask one follow-up question at least. I used to wonder if it was a manipulation on my part. But what I learned is that every time I tasked my mind to come up with a question, it had value. If I called the client back at 7 o'clock at night and said I'd just been thinking about their case (which is true, I had been thinking about their case) and I had an additional question, that area of inquiry would invariably lead me to important information. At the same time, it demonstrates clearly that I care about this matter -- that it's not just another case to me. Because they see that you're thinking about it after hours.
CSO: Right.
GDB: Another thing to always do after a meeting is say to people, "Is there a number I can reach you at after hours, because we may want to call you." That's music to someone's ears when they're afraid. It's a gift when they're afraid. One of the worst things you can do is not return someone's calls, because no matter how great your work has been, failing to return a call absolutely invalidates the work.
CSO: And how about the final C, certainty?
GDB: Those experiencing anxiety always seek the antidote, which is certainty. We can't always give certainty on the big questions. (For example, will everything be all right? Is there danger on my trip to the Dominican Republic?) But we can express things we do know with certainty. We can describe the actions we will take; we can set forth "rules of engagement" for [what to do] if an unwanted pursuer calls again; we can offer with great certainty details of how to respond to an emergency. If you don't tell people what's going to happen (when you'll get back to them, what steps you'll take) and establish their expectations, their expectations will be established by television shows. What is routine for you and me, dear peer CSO, is not routine for the person who is perhaps a victim of crime for the first time in their lives. They are highly stressed, and they will wonder why you didn't put a 10-man surveillance team on the stalker; why you haven't arrested anybody yet; why the FBI hasn't taken action yet. When a person is anxious, any certainty will hit the spot. And any lack of certainty will worsen matters. So express whatever you can with reassuring certainty.
There's a beautiful quote from Nelson Mandela: "When we are liberated from our fears, that automatically liberates others around us." So you simply are a person of confidence, and you communicate things with confidence, and you take the lead in the situation, knowing that you (and not the person that you're assisting) have the most experience in this field. You need to know it; that's the only way they'll come to know it.
The gist of all this is that the very energy that frustrates you -- that victim of fear who is calling you all the time, or that person who's disappointed by the speed with which the case is being resolved, or that CEO who doesn't like the information you're giving him -- the same energy that frustrates you will ultimately benefit you if your relationship stays good.
CSO: In what way?
GDB: All that emotion eventually will be channeled into relief and praise if your relationship stays good. We have 1,400 clients, and they tend to call during times of crisis and anxiety -- not typically when they're at their best. That emotion, that anxiety -- we look at it as an opportunity. Most people run from it. We encourage people to move toward it and embrace it and understand that the emotional person is trying to invest his or her confidence in you.
CSO: How do you keep a client's anxiety from rubbing off on you?
GDB: People naturally want you to get as excited about things as they are; likewise, they want you to be as anxious as they are." Don't you see how serious this is?" they ask." Don't you see the urgency?" They want to see our anxiety. In truth, they are better served by not seeing it. You don't show people the light by going into the dark with them. If you stay outside the well, you can become the arm reaching down to help.
CSO: They say you have the slowest pulse in Hollywood. Do you think that's true?
GDB: I've seen a great deal in my life, and it takes a lot to get me off-center. But I don't think that the universe puts in front of us things that we can't manage. Where we suffer is when we want a specific outcome. Where we thrive is when we accept our ability to flexibly meet the challenges of life.
For example, America's ability to respond to crisis is far stronger than our ability to prevent crisis. Throughout our lives, we've seen our government respond with remarkable effectiveness to unusual and unpredictable occurrences -- earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, fires, bombings, workplace violence incidents, school shootings. And if we've learned anything from these emergencies, it's that our infrastructure is strong and resilient.
You can take that philosophy and apply it to yourself -- you, the CSO -- in your own corporation. You can cultivate the knowledge that the issue is not how well you'll predict what's coming but rather how well you manage what does come. The confidence that you can manage what comes down the pike is what people will see when you sit down in a meeting. Nothing's going to come at me in this meeting or in this lifetime that will destabilize me or that will persuade me that I can't meet the challenge. There's a beautiful way of saying this: The anticipated may never occur, but the unexpected will always occur. Our product is to calmly manage change because change is coming.
CSO: Your book The Gift of Fear explores the role of intuition in protecting one's personal safety. What do you think the role of intuition is for the CSO?
GDB: I believe that intuition is the single greatest resource that we bring to our work. Experience without intuition is like knowledge without wisdom. Someone who's very experienced has many memories. You've heard the expression "collect your thoughts." To collect those memories and turn them into wisdom, that requires intuition, because intuition will draw on everything you ever saw, learned or experienced. And it will produce a reaction that even can be felt in the body about what feels right.
Interestingly for security professionals, the root of the word intuition, intere, means to guard and to protect. I think that is exactly what it can do for us when we listen. Every reader of your magazine can identify developments in their lives where intuition was a key player -- where they knew something before they knew why they knew it. That's what intuition is. It's knowing without consciously knowing why. It is getting from A to Z without stopping at all the letters on the way.
CSO: Intuition is useful, but is it dangerous in business?
GDB: It can be, but remember that having an intuition and exploring it does not mean that you base your decisions solely on intuition. It means you follow your intuition to its logical destination. There's a lovely quote from the filmmaker Ingmar Bergman. He says, "I throw a spear into the jungle. That is my intuition. Then I go and find it. That is my intellect." Well, I recommend precisely that. You have the intuitive feeling. Don't discount it. Explore it. If it doesn't take you to a destination you're comfortable with, you don't have to proceed.
CSO: Do you think most CSOs have gotten where they are by intuition or by logic?
GDB: Absolutely by intuition. Most great investigators in law enforcement and in the military, where a lot of our CSOs come from, had an intuition time and again in their careers that said, I think I'll make that phone call again; I think I'll double-check on such and such; I'm going to look back over those records. They don't know why.
People who are closed to their intuition are disabling a massive component of who they are. I tell my employees to bring their entire self to work. I want their intuition. That said, I believe that America as a culture tends to prefer logic. We actually will praise someone for a bad decision if they can show us the logical route that got them there, and we will criticize someone for a good decision if they claim it was entirely made on intuition. Our readers come from both the corporate security and the IT security worlds, and they are often at odds with each other.
CSO: Do you think that may be because people with a technical background tend to have a more logical approach to their jobs?
GDB: Yes! Technically oriented people tend to expect the world to work like a machine: You put this in and you get this out. Being open to intuition places one more in tune with the natural ways of life (living beings as opposed to mechanical things). Paradoxically, intuition is, in the natural order of things, completely logical.
CSO: Can you cultivate intuition in other people, or can you only encourage it?
GDB: Everybody has it. The question is: Do you listen to it? If you think of a mind as a large cast of players all wrestling for attention, intuition is one of the easier ones to silence because it's quiet. It's not like fear (which is a very loud voice) or logic (which is a very arrogant and sort of demagogic voice). It is subtle.
CSO: And the outside voices? Whether it's a Hollywood star or a high-powered CEO, how do you handle a big ego?
GDB: One thing I strongly recommend is to present a menu of options to your corporations or your clients, and then let them choose. You can be an advocate for one option if you want -- that's fine -- but ultimately you're bringing the client into the decision-making process.
In the corporate world, senior executives will often scurry to avoid making decisions; they want the CSO to make the decisions. But I don't give them that luxury. Americans tend to look for someone to blame later on, and I am saying to my brothers and sisters in security, don't make it you. Don't volunteer for that job. In order to do that, we need to subdue our egos adequately to accept their choice. I have seen many people fail in the CSO position by getting married to a particular option and not presenting alternatives. Thus, when that option does not yield the fruit that was expected, there's no question about whose baby it was.
CSO: I imagine this method also helps the egos of people you're dealing with, because you're not telling them what to do.
GDB: That's true. They're less resistant. You don't feel like you have to sell quite as strongly when they participate in the process.







"Make slow, careful choices about the people you include in your life -- and fast decisive choices about those you exclude from your life."
Gavin de Becker





Appendix 9
Security Firm Standards
This document is designed to guide you through an efficient and complete Due Diligence assessment when comparing or selecting providers of protective security. Rather than relying upon anyone's verbal answers, or upon brochures and references, have the firm demonstrate the truthfulness of each claim -- right then and there. For example, when a prospective service-provider claims to have undertaken a background check on an employee, ask to see the report of the background check. If the answer is, "We'll get it to you later," that might mean it doesn't exist.
Due Diligence Assessments conducted with these guidelines can usually be completed in about 90-minutes, an excellent investment of time when selecting services intended to keep people safe.
FACILITIES, SECURITY, & OPERATIONS
Arrange to visit the prospective company's offices. You might find so-called companies that have good-looking brochures or web sites don't have any viable headquarters facility. If a firm is unwilling or unable to have you visit their offices, your assessment of that firm might end right there. If they do have a facility you can visit, insist that your meeting take place at their offices. Once there, since they're proposing to manage your security, assess how they manage their own. Is there an access control system, security system, and serious security procedures? If not, your assessment of the firm might end right there. How can anyone justify advising you on security when their own security is sub-standard?

	Circle your scoring of your first impression of the security at their facility: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Ask to see how client information and files are stored, and determine if all confidential files are kept behind always-locked access-controlled doors, or if they are available to any employee who might be there. If client files and records are not kept in an impressively secure way, your assessment of the firm might end right there.

	Score your impression of how they handle their confidential files: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Observe if the entire environment is protected by video surveillance cameras. If so, ask if the video images are recorded. Then, ask to see the actual recording equipment. If they cannot show you the recording equipment, your assessment of the firm might end right there. If they do have recording capability, ask if it is backed up by recording equipment that is kept off-site (so that a fire or sabotage does not destroy the record of an intrusion). Is there constant video-recording of every person entering and leaving the facility? Is there constant video-recording of areas containing confidential files?

	Score the quality of their facility security-video system: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Are the doors into the facility entry-resistant, or just regular doors? Is the access method dual-factor? This means, does each person entering the facility or its internally secured areas have to enter a unique access code and also use a secondary access method (access card, biometrics)?

	Circle your scoring of their doors and access-control system: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Ask how they protect their computer systems and electronically stored information. Do they encrypt the hard disk on every computer and laptop so as to protect client-related data? What steps do they take to prevent hacking into their email? What steps do they take to protect their voicemail? Do they maintain their own on-site voicemail system, or merely subscribe to a phone-company service that can be hacked into?

	Circle your scoring of how they handle their electronic information security: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

The security systems and procedures of a qualified firm should be impressive because if selected, this firm would be housing files and information about your security systems and procedures. They'd also predictably be housing other highly confidential material about clients. How they handle their records is an excellent indication of how they'd handle yours.
Ideally, the firm is maintaining an environment that persuades you it is successful, thriving, professional.
Do you come away from the visit feeling the firm is substantial and robust enough to serve you well? Will they be around next year, 3 years, 10 years?

	Score your impression of how robust and substantial the firm is: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

MANAGEMENT OF PERSONNEL
If they cannot impress you with their personnel recruitment, screening, training, and supervision methods, your assessment of the firm might end right there because your liability could be adversely affected by assignment of people who were not screened to an acceptable standard. The quality of their service depends upon the quality of their personnel.
While at the firm's facility, ask to see personnel files of 5 current security employees. To ensure you're able to observe random personnel files (assuming they maintain any at all), ask to see files for current employees whose last names begin with particular letters (e.g., M, S, R, L, etc). Ask to see a few minutes of videotape from one of their pre-employment interviews. If they don't videotape these interviews, ask why they don't -- and then ask to see the interviewer's notes or report on the interview. Ask to see their written standards and criteria for prospective employees, and give particular attention to health and readiness standards, if they have any.

	When you ask to see personnel files, observe their reaction: Do they willingly get and provide the files right now, or do they stall, resist, or offer excuses? 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Ask to see the background investigation files on those same 5 employees. The files should contain careful and easy-to-identify documentation on each of the following:
	Notes or recordings of interviews with references;
	Written confirmation of education;
	Notes or recordings of interviews with former employers;
	Written confirmation of military background, including discharge status;
	Results from searches of civil and criminal Court records, local, state, and Federal for all counties in which each employee resided -- be sure to check for this last point;
	Credit history report;
	Driving history report;
	Sex Offender Registry search report;
	Derogatory financial filings;
	Social Security confirmation;
	Report of Internet research (chat rooms, blogs, search engines);

Every file should contain each and every one of these, and if it's clear they are not routinely doing these inquiries, ask why not.

	Score the completeness and quality of the investigative reports, if any, in the random personnel files you review: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Each file should contain documented results of drug-screen urinalysis (they should have pre-employment and on-going random urinalysis results to show you).

	Does the file contain reports on drug-screen urinalysis? 
	 0	 10 
	No	Yes 

Ask to see printed physical fitness requirements established by the firm. Ask to see documentation that they test their security employees to confirm they meet the physical fitness and readiness standards the firm claims.

	Does the firm have printed physical fitness and readiness standards, and can they show you documentation of tests confirming fitness and readiness of security employees? 
	 0	 10 
	No	Yes 

Observe and assess the physical fitness of the managers and executives you meet and see during your meeting. The example of fitness and readiness they set for their employees is an important factor in any due diligence assessment.

	Score your impression of the physical fitness of the people you experienced at the firm (from very poor to superior/excellent). 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Ask to see their corporate Employee Handbook, and their Policy and Guidelines Manual for security personnel; ask to see their written training manual and written tests that verify successful completion of each course.

	Score your impression of the corporate Employee Handbook and their Policy & Guidelines Manual. Are the books impressive, comprehensive? Do the books appear original, or merely cut and paste text from other organizations? 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 


	Is the firm able to show you written tests documenting that each of the sample employees were tested on their familiarity with the Employee Handbook and the Policy & Guidelines? 
	 0	 10 
	No	Yes 

Ask to see a Site Procedures Manual for a current client. (This would be a book unique to a particular client site, containing information about routine procedures and emergency procedures at that particular site.)

	Is the site procedures manual immediately available for your review? 
	 0 	 4 
	No 	Yes 


	Score your impression of the Site Procedures Manual you review. Is it impressive, well-maintained? 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Determine if their security personnel are full-time, salaried employees with a clear career path (as opposed to part-timers, people while off-duty from another job, or in some other way not fully invested in a career with this organization).

	Score the firm on the issue of whether all personnel are fully invested in this firm, and fully invested in serving its clients (high score), or are some part-time employees (low score). 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	  	  	  	  

Ask how they recruit and identify candidates for employment. Do they have an organized and presentable recruitment process? Can they show you an actual system, or do they mumble about some loose method of referral? A real organization will have a demonstrable recruitment system.

	Score your impression of their recruitment process. 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS & RETENTION
Ask if the firm provides its employees with fully-funded medical insurance, dental insurance, education assistance, 401k, paid vacation, paid paternity leave, and vision insurance. People can answer these questions any way they choose, but after they answer, ask to see the Insurance Enrollment Document.

	Score your impression of the benefits they offer their employees, knowing that the general satisfaction and happiness of their employees will directly affect the service those employees deliver for you. 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

While at their offices, meet executives and managers. Ask how long each person has been with the firm. Ask each person about his or her career plans and goals.

	Score your impression of how long the managers have been with the firm, and how well the firm retains and satisfies its managers: 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Ask to see the payroll records of the five sample employees, which will show duration of employment along accounting for some of the benefits. Reviewing payroll records for a few employees will reveal the presence or absence of a 401k, demonstrate if they are full or part-time, and will offer valuable insight about the compensation of their employees.

	Score your impression of whether the payroll records confirmed the claims made by the firm -- or placed their claims in doubt. 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 


	Do you come away impressed with how they manage their own business and personnel? The score of your impression on this question is perhaps the best indicator of how they would manage their services to clients, and an excellent indicator of whether working with them will bring you quality or liability? 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

LICENSING
Confirming that the firm is licensed to provide the service is seemingly most-obvious yet frequently overlooked. Step one is to be sure the prospective provider of security services has an up-to-date and valid license that looks like this (a California document is provided as an example):


	Does the firm possess a valid PPO license in their name as shown? 
	 0 	 3 
	No 	Yes 

Next, ask to see the State licenses within those five random personnel files you are reviewing. These licenses are required by law. Each file should have a photocopy of the following two cards (a California document is provided as an example):


	Did all five random personnel files contain copies of these licenses for your review? 
	 0 	 3 
	No 	Yes 

Ask if their security employees are trained in First Aid, CPR, and AED (Automated External Defibrillator). After they answer, ask to see the training documentation for the employees whose files you are reviewing. They should be able to show you these First Aid training documents, CPR cards, AED cards (a California document is provided as an example):


	Did all of the five random personnel files contain copies of these cards? 
	 0 	 6 
	No 	Yes 

IF THE FIRM EMPLOYS OR IS OWNED BY OFF-DUTY POLICE OFFICERS OR FORMER POLICE OFFICERS...
If the firm employs off-duty police officers there are some specific areas for extra scrutiny. If the firm indicates they employ off-duty police officers or former police officers, then ask to see a personnel file for one of those employees. (Some firms keep no personnel files for the police officers they employ, perhaps wrongly assuming the City will bear some liability for any actions of the officer.)

	Is the firm able to present (right here right now) the cards above for any employees who are current or former police officers, and the valid Department Work Permit for any employees who are current police officers? 
	 0 	 3 
	No 	Yes 

Many firms tell customers that off-duty police officers and former police officers do not require the same State licenses as other security employees -- because they are already licensed to carry firearms as police officers. This common claim is false. Because of these claims, the State of California maintains a web site specifically to provide extensive and clear information related to police officers offering security services. They list 22 frequently asked questions, including:
Q10: May an active duty peace officer contract to provide armed bodyguard services?
A: No. Only a person with a private patrol operator's license (PPO) may contract to provide security services. A PPO license is required to provide security guard (bodyguard) services on contract to any person or business.
A security guard may not act as an independent contractor to provide security services. A security guard must be employed as an employee of either a PPO.
Q11: May an active duty peace officer contract with a licensed Private Investigator (PI) to perform PI duties?
A: No. Only a Licensed PI may contract to perform PI duties.
All police officers providing security services are required to have a guard card and a gun card, identical to those shown above. Being a police officer does not exempt the security person from this requirement. Being a former police officer does not exempt the security person from this requirement.
(Some departments, including LAPD also require their officers to have a Work Permit issued by the Department.)

	Is the firm able to present (right here right now) the cards above for any employees who are current or former police officers and the valid Department Work Permit for any employees who are current police officers? 
	 0 	 3 
	No 	Yes 

Some people assume that when a security business is owned by a police officer or when police officers arrange for other officers to work in a security capacity, a State license is not required. In fact, police officers and former police officers providing or arranging security services do require this license, in their company name (a California document is provided as an example):


	Does the firm possess a valid PPO license in their name as shown? 
	 0 	 3 
	No 	Yes 

Since engaging an unlicensed firm or person exposes the customer to profound liability, additional information about police officers and security services is made available by the State at www.bsis.ca.gov/customer_service/faqs/peace_officer.shtml.
SUPERVISION
Are all of the firm's security people supervised through full-time video monitoring? The ideal system involves the installation of cameras observing each and every protector who is assigned at a post.

	Can the firm show you (right here right now) that they provide seamless real-time supervision of the security people they assign? 
	 0	 10 
	No	Yes 

This goal could be met by little effort: Simply having a webcam aiming toward posted personnel, and someone observing the images over the Internet. If the firm does not deploy this simple technology to observe and supervise their personnel, ask why not.
If they don't provide real-time supervision, ask what supervision method they do apply, and ask to review a log of Supervision Visits to a sample site.

	Score your impression of their supervision method. 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 


	In addition to their quoted hourly rates, ask what other costs might be passed on to you. Does the hourly rate cover the cost of all overtime and the cost for supervisory personnel? 
	 0 	 7 
	No 	Yes 

LIABILITY
Ask if they have liability insurance that would extend financial protection to you. After they answer (since anyone can say Yes), ask to see the actual policy or Certificate of Insurance.
Though it is a legal requirement to have liability insurance, some firms have none. Other firms maintain merely the minimum required by State law: only $500,000.

	Are you able to see documentation (right here right now) showing that the firm has a valid insurance policy that would provide you with at least five million dollars of liability coverage? 
	 0	 8 
	No	Yes 

CONFIDENTIALITY
Ask if they are a National Security service-provider. If they say Yes, ask them to demonstrate the truthfulness of their claim.

	Is the firm a confirmed National Security service-provider? 
	 0	 9 
	No	Yes 

Ask about other clients they serve, and learn through a few questions how much information they reveal about these clients. Did they reveal information about clients that you would not want them to reveal about you?

	Score your impression of how they respected the confidentiality of other clients. 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 

Each of the five sample personnel files you review should contain an extensive Confidentiality Agreement signed by the employee and witnessed.

	Is there a signed and witnessed Confidentiality Agreement in each personnel file? 
	 0 	 6 
	No 	Yes 


	If there is a Confidentiality Agreement, score it here for quality, completeness; in effect, rating whether or not it is an impressive and comprehensive document. 
	0 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 	6 	7 	8 	9 	10 



By requiring the prospective firm to demonstrate the accuracy of their answers you will gain valuable insight into whether you'd be comfortable with this firm as your service provider. At the end of your Due Diligence review, would you be comfortable opening up your home or business to them, comfortable with them knowing and housing confidential information about you, comfortable with them responsible for your safety day-to-day, and most significantly, would you trust them to be ready and able to manage an emergency or other substantial challenge to your safety and well being?
Your answer is contained within the scores of the 35 issues you considered as part of your Due Diligence Assessment.





Appendix 10
Got a Second? Boyd's Cycle -- OODA Cycle
by Ken J. Good, Director, Surefire Institute
Preface
by Sid Heal, Los Angeles Sheriff's Department
Because all tactical operations are dynamic, they are also time sensitive. Decisions and actions that are delayed are often rendered ineffective because of the constantly changing circumstances. When an adversary is involved, the operation is not only time sensitive, but also time competitive. Time or opportunity neglected by one adversary can be exploited by the other. Recognizing the importance of this characteristic, Napoleon said, "It may be that in the future I may lose a battle, but I shall never lose a minute."
A useful tool for understanding the importance of this concept is the OODA Loop. The OODA Loop, often called Boyd's Cycle, is a creation of Col. John Boyd, USAF (Ret.). Col. Boyd was a student of tactical operations and observed a similarity in many battles and campaigns. He noted that in many of the engagements, one side presented the other with a series of unexpected and threatening situations with which they had not been able to keep pace. The slower side was eventually defeated. What Col. Boyd observed was the fact that conflicts are time competitive.
According to Boyd's theory, conflict can be seen as a series of time-competitive, Observation-Orientation-Decision-Action (OODA) cycles. Each party to a conflict begins by observing themselves, the physical surroundings and the adversary. Next they orient themselves. Orientation refers to making a mental image or snapshot of the situation. Orientation is necessary because of the fluid, chaotic nature of conflicts makes it impossible to process information as fast as we can observe it. This requires a freeze-frame concept and provides a perspective or orientation. Once we have an orientation, we need to make a decision. The decision takes into account all the factors present at the time of the orientation. Last comes the implementation of the decision. This requires action. One tactical adage states that, "Decisions without actions are pointless. Actions without decisions are reckless." Then, because we hope that our actions will have changed the situation, the cycle begins anew. The cycle continues to repeat itself throughout a tactical operation.
The adversary who can consistently go through Boyd's Cycle faster than the other gains a tremendous advantage. By the time the slower adversary reacts, the faster one is doing something different and the action becomes ineffective. With each cycle, the slower party's action is ineffective by a larger and larger margin. The aggregate resolution of these episodes will eventually determine the outcome of the conflict. For example, as long as the actions of the authorities continue to prove successful, a suspect will remain in a reactive posture, while the commander maintains the freedom to act. No matter that the suspect desperately strives to accomplish, every action becomes less useful than the preceding one. As a result, the suspect falls farther and farther behind. This demonstrates that the initiative follows the faster adversary.
Introduction
by Ken J. Good
Today's environment of accelerating scientific discoveries and technological change bring ever-improving hardware to the end user. In this climate is it easy to overlook and even abandon the core foundation of any weapon system, the interplay and perceptions of the human mind in a combative situation.
A man who understood this better than most was Col. John Boyd, USAF (Ret.). Col. Boyd was tasked with determining why American pilots in apparently inferior aircraft were consistently outmatching their Korean counterparts. Air to air combat takes place in a 360-degree sphere and represents the pinnacle of the man and machine relationship coupled with the man on man dynamic warriors dream about.
Boyd was an extremely accomplished pilot who had a standing bet with all students under his tutelage. $40-40 seconds. The student would be allowed to start in a position of advantage and if Col. Boyd could not maneuver his same type aircraft into a position of advantage within 40 seconds, the student could collect $40. I don't think any ever collected.
Col. Boyd developed and pressed forward a simple, yet deeply profound model now known as the OODA cycle or as it often called, Boyd's Cycle. The cycle of Observe, Orient, Decide, and Act is the essence of combat and present in any human conflict.
Col. Boyd considered and defined the nature of combat in terms of time. All engagements were a competition for time, a precious commodity not voluntarily relinquished by either party. Col. Boyd understood the importance and advantages of relentlessly forcing the adversary to deal with a rapid series of events in order to disorient and "get inside" the opponents OODA cycle.
Once "inside," time for the insider moves as it should, one event flowing to the next in a predictable pattern, the outcome virtually certain. On the other hand, the "victim" is stuck in time. He has no apparent opportunities to Observe and Orient meaningful events. Decisions and Actions are ineffective. He is pulled down and entangled in an unrecoverable death spiral. The laws of the universe somehow seem to have been In the battle of "mind-space" the goal is simple; get inside and stay there.
Observe, Orient, Decide and Act. O.O.D.A.
The acronym is easy to remember. The cycle itself is absolutely crucial to understand if one is regularly in harms way.
In order to consistently and effectively defeat opponents, you must sequentially move through the OODA cycle whether you are aware of it or not. It is model that can be used to dissect compressed time frames in a logical and sequential manner. All engagements whether they are air-to-air dogfights or an up close and personal, hand-to-hand confrontation, conform to this simple, powerful, and insightful model.
I have noted that by studying and learning to apply this cycle, one has an effective way to segment, analyze, and improve human performance in confrontational situations. It is a gemstone to be admired and constantly examined.
Recalibrating the Internal Clock
The first issue is our perception of time itself.
I often illustrate people's perception of the time by walking to the back of the classroom and then back to the podium while elucidating some tactical point. While the class is still trying to digest the point, I then ask several students, how long did it take for me to walk to the back of the room and return to the podium? Typically I get a few turned faces, questioning looks and frowns. They are non-verbally asking me, what difference does it make how long that took?
The answers I do receive will typically range from 2 seconds to 10 seconds, a substantial variance. Some will argue that I did not give them any preparation to ready their internal stopwatch. But this misses the point. No one in a rapidly developing engagement is going to stop and remind you to calibrate your chronograph. The point is, using recall alone, the same event witnessed by trained observers is perceived to have taken place in different universes where physical reality moves at different speeds.
The other interesting thing to note is that I will never get an answer like 3.345 seconds.
Why is this so? True sometimes I get an answer of 31/2 seconds, but that's as fine a gradient ever expressed. Our everyday existence does not require a division of time any closer than seconds for most events, in terms of verbal articulation. But in the world of close quarter engagements, using only full seconds to measure time is like using a sledgehammer to fine cut a diamond.
Tremendous and significant changes can happen in one second. A proficient adversary can fire three rounds out of a semi-auto shotgun while passing by an open doorway, horizontally and vertically changing position in relation to you in under a second.
To further illustrate the calibration point in the classroom, I ask someone to stand up and I give this volunteer a "red gun," an inoperative hard plastic replica handgun. I tell them to put it in their waistband, and I do the same. I tell them that they are now part of a futuristic new game show that pits one man against the other in a six-foot gunfight. The participants face each other, winner to receive one million dollars. Both are wearing metallic braces on their wrist and ankles and are held in place by a strong magnetic field. Both will actually be using real, perfectly functioning firearms. When the green light is observed, you will be free to access your firearm and dispatch your opponent as required.
Now I throw a twist into the scenario. I tell the student, that he was smarter and more cunning than I and he offered 1/2 his winnings to the operator of the magnetic field, if he would release his magnets 1 second earlier than mine. The operator says no, because one second was too obvious and the producers would have him executed for this breach of the rules. So the negotiations continue.
How about .9 seconds? How about .8 seconds? How about .4 seconds? How about .2 seconds? The operator finally agrees to release my opponent's magnets .125 seconds prior to mine. At this point in the discussion, I then ask the student, would you take this time advantage if given to you, even if you had to pay $100,000 for it? The answer is We zoom back out. How important is time? How important is learning to perceive time? How important is it to re-calibrate our internal chronographs? How does one get better and more efficient at anything?
A familiar shooting drill that many trainers use to roughly gauge a shooter's proficiency is the "El Presidente." The shooter starts out back facing to the target with a loaded and holstered handgun. At the sound of the buzzer the shooter spins to face 3 targets, 10 yards away, equally spaced 1 yard apart. The shooter is required to fire 2 rounds into each of the targets, reload and fire 6 more rounds, 2 in each target, attempting to hit the "A" zone of a standard IPSC target.
When you ask a new shooter to perform this drill you are not even looking for a time hack, but are more concerned about weapons handling and overall safety during the entire process. If the shooter safely completes the drill under 15 seconds, everybody is happy.
Give that same shooter some solid instruction and a few hundred rounds of practice and he or she should be hovering around 10 seconds consistently.
How does one go from 10 seconds to low 4-second runs? What should be examined is not how fast the shooter is shooting. But one should examine closely by what process did this shooter eliminate so much unnecessary motion and negative mental distractions in order to consistently repeat this performance?
For the remainder of this discussion, let's assume that we are talking about split seconds of time to move through the OODA cycle. Let's enter into the matrix.
Observe: The Starting Blocks -The First Quarter
This has to be your highest priority, find the threat before he or she finds you. An insight on the obvious you say! There is more than meets the proverbial eye!
Evaluating the modern battlefield, one should note that an enormous amount of effort and resources have been dedicated to "seeing" or observing the battlefield in real time. The investment in these resources has paid off handsomely during recent conflicts. The U.S. military exploits a tremendous satellite network, flies high altitude reconnaissance missions, deploys airborne and ground based radar systems, runs patrol operations, gathers real-time intelligence from a variety of sources, all in an effort to gain an overwhelming advantage as hostilities unfold. At this point in our military development, if we can see it, we can destroy it.
If you place yourself in the cockpit of a modern fighter jet, your prime directive is to find your opponent first and deploy your weaponry in a firing envelope advantageous to you before your opponent even knows your are there, just as it was when aerial combat first unfolded.
It is no different in a close quarter battle situation using handheld or shoulder-fired weapons. You must first find the threat through your main "radar system," your eyes, deploy your weaponry in a firing envelope advantageous to you before your opponent even knows your are there.
Zooming back in, let's examine some areas that can cause a degradation of our "on board radar system."
Placement of the Weapon. Under the duress of searching for armed threats, we have noted that even very experienced operators have a strong tendency to place the weapon in the visual cone before they have located the position of the threat. (More often than not their finger is on the trigger, a well-known unsafe practice). The weapon, arms, and hands are now blocking out vital visual information.
This would be exactly like a fighter pilot placing a 3" by 5" note card over part of their radar display and putting their finger on the missile release button, all the time believing they are somehow more ready to defeat their unseen opponent or opponents.
Body, Head, and Eye Movements. The body obviously carries the head, and the neck articulates the head, and eyes are directed from within the head. This body movement coupled with head articulation, eye direction, angle, and focal placement allows for an almost infinite number of possibilities for employment your main sensor system, your vision.
This freedom can lead to large "gaps" for potential threats to move through unopposed. You must understand this and deal with it through proper training. An easy way to visualize this is to imagine watching a home video a friend filmed. You sit down and have an expectation that you are going to receive good visual information. As the videotape is played you soon become agitated because the camera operator was inexperienced and out of control. The recorded images are jumping and jerking all over the television monitor. Important details of the dynamic situation are lost and indistinguishable. Lot's of good intent, energy, and activity, but unfortunately the most important aspects of the event go unseen.
This video camera example illustrates the body, head, and eyes moving without intelligence and efficiency. To make matters worse, the individual who was operating the camera was using the zoom feature in and out with completely random patterns. This illustrates an individual improperly setting the focal length of his or her eyes while searching for an unseen threat. I have noted that individuals and teams have a strong tendency to tune their "radars" to one distance and angle and leave it there. This is Since our visual sensors do not obtain data like phased-array radars, we must constantly change the distance and elevation of our vision, in a systematic manner.
One must relegate this cycling of the vision to the sub-conscious mind through proper training and experience.
A famous German Fighter Ace was asked, what is your secret?
Answer: "I have an acute awareness for the back of my neck."
He was also asked what he thought about the P-51 Mustang. He response: "Three of the four that I shot down today did not even know I was in the same sky with them."
Notice he did not talk about hardware here. He drilled down to the inner man.
As our eyes are set in the forward area of the skull, representing an approximate 210 degree field of view. This leaves us with an additional obstacle to overcome, a large area unseen directly behind us.
What is the optimal sequence for establishing the best direction, angle, focal length, body speed, and timings to use the vision properly in a tactical environment? This is the art and science of using your vision to properly observe. This is where the inner man reigns supreme over the external tools deployed in the environment.
This is an area of combat that begins to immediately separate a highly proficient shooting sportsman and a combatant on the modern, urban battlefield or street.
Orient: Establishing Reality -The Second Quarter
Once you have obtained good visual data, ideally before your opponent has, you must orient yourself to the overall situation. You must put things in proper perspective based on real time input, previous intelligence, and generated assumptions. You are not processing in a linear sequential manner; you are processing in parallel. If you had the opportunity to freeze frame these moments and ask yourself, what data are you considering at this moment, the list would grow quite long as the subconscious is probed with the conscious mind.
To help illustrate the concept, imagine a personal computer with an outdated central processing unit, a few megabytes of memory, not enough data storage, a black and white 10" monitor, all controlled by an antiquated operating system. Now try and run a sophisticated software package that requires significant resources. You will be immediately frustrated with the result.
When I was in the military, I had the opportunity to free-fall parachute out of a perfectly good airplane. When I immediately recalled the first jump experience, it appeared to be a virtual slideshow. Only key images where etched into my mind. I remember checking my altimeter numerous times, verifying the location of my rip-cord (this dates me!), seeing the beauty of an inflated canopy and finding the "T" and then contact with the ground. The entire event was 5-7 minutes long. After 60-100 jumps the staccato slideshow morphed into a streaming digital video. Same time frame, but now my brain did not have to spend precious resources finding a "spot" to burn the information in since it was no longer new information but familiar territory. I could now casually see everyone exit the aircraft, immediately place myself in proper perspective to all jumpers, the aircraft and the ground. I was spending plenty of time doing relative work with other jumpers, flying my canopy and landing extremely close to the desired target. I was now able to assimilate huge blocks of visual data effortlessly, as well as recall them with great accuracy and clarity. I was now "oriented" to this somewhat stressful event.
The brain has an amazing capacity for data storage, recall, and decision-making, provided it has some meaningful reference points. But when we are presented with a totally new set of circumstances, with no prior reference points, we become disoriented. I.E., when is the last time your brain had a threat with a loaded firearm swinging in your direction displayed on its internal movie screen?
Hence, the need for realistic training that creates these movies and turns them into valid reference points. High quality training paves a new and much needed information access road to a now cached experience. The experience will be real enough to prevent disorientation when actual combat is faced.
Consistent with the personal computer example, you are giving your brain upgrades specific to orientation. A larger cache of stored experiences on the hard-drive, a faster CPU, memory, and data transfer rate, greater display size, resolution and color. You now have a greater probability of arriving at a sound solution in a shorter period of time.
I have spoken with numerous law-enforcement officers and military personnel following fire fights on the street and in combat who have participated in good force-on-force training prior to the real thing. They were not disoriented, quite the opposite. They could articulate the details of the engagement and followed a logical and effective sequence of events during the engagement.
Since all participants in the engagement must move through the OODA cycle to achieve consistent and repeatable results, you must strive to disorient your opponent. Note I did not say, out shoot, out run, out shout, the prime directive is to disorient your opponent. Once in this state, he or she should be overcome by events as you move smoothly on to the next phases and around the clock again and again. The opponent's perception of time becomes distorted, incoming data is dismissed, decisions are irrational, and actions become erratic and ineffective. This is an immensely powerful and often overlooked tactical tool.
Decide: The Pipeline -The Third Quarter
Practical decision-making can easily divided into two basic paths. The subconscious mind which can process hundreds of variables simultaneously, in parallel and the conscious mind which works in serial or sequentially, handling seven plus minus two variables before disregarding or misinterpreting incoming data.
Any process that must be accomplished in a compressed time frame should be relegated to the powerful subconscious mind, through training.

	"If you consciously try to thwart opponents, you are already late."
Miyamoto Musashi Japanese Philosopher/Warrior -1645 

Subconscious decisions are decisions arrived upon based on what we perceive, how we orient that perception and the time allowed to make the decision. If the threat is close and the time frame compressed we will automatically default to the sub-conscious pipeline. Whatever we brought to the situation, genetics, personality, training, assumptions, tools available, will pour out of us without conscious thought or effort.
I frequently use an example based on a real world incident in Southern California. A police officer has pulled over a motorist on the roadway to issue a traffic citation. Starting off, the officer does everything correctly. He finishes his initial assessment and begins to approach the vehicle to make contact with the driver.
As he makes visual and verbal contact, the driver reaches down between his legs to grab a handgun, with full intention to shoot the officer. The officer has just entered the OODA cycle in terms of this particular engagement. The suspect has already started cycling. As the officer reads the body language then moments later actually sees the handgun coming into view (Observation), he begins to orient to the situation. It is not something he regularly witnesses. During the orientation phase, he concludes that this is really a handgun, this threat is real and imminent and he must decide what to do. As the threat is relatively close and the time frame is compressed, the sub-conscious immediately dominates the decision phase and the officer is now on autopilot.
The officer is driven backwards by the pressure of the moment and rotates 90 degrees to his right and begins to accelerate and run to get back to his vehicle. The vehicle represents everything that is friendly and safe. It embodies familiarity, cover, concealment, communications, and additional weapons with which to neutralize the threat with.
Simultaneously, the suspect, attempting to engage the officer, immediately creates a decision-action by the officer to turn and leave the immediate vicinity, a subconscious decision he is now exploiting. The suspect continues to move through the OODA cycle again arriving at the top to observe. The suspect now exits the vehicle and observes a police officer with his back turned, essentially attempting to outrun super-sonic projectiles.
Let's get back to the police officer. Where is he in the OODA cycle? He is in the unseen "Third O" as in "OH SH#@." He can no longer obtain any good visual information in relationship to the moving, now firing suspect. Only the grace of God can help him now. How did he find himself in this situation with little prospect of successfully overcoming the circumstances? A virtually instantaneous subconscious decision compelled him to arrive here.
Could it have been avoided? Most certainly it could have. How? Through well directed "Force-on-Force" training. Training that would allow an officer to observe this situation not for the first time while under extreme duress. These observation opportunities should be given progressively and repeatedly. This observation process starts creating a cache that ends up becoming a reference point from which to properly and efficiently orient. All the non-verbal cues, timings, the bio-mechanical possibilities and constraints of the combatants are now identified, sorted, stored and are ready for retrieval by the powerful subconscious mind. New courses of action will be discovered and can be experimented with.
The subconscious now has new experiences from which to draw upon. This creates an improved matrix of actions, increasing probability of success in the future.
Act: What we Dream About -The Final Quarter
We have finally arrived at the phase where most spend the majority of their time practicing and from my perspective the least significant in terms of what is really required. This is where you pull the trigger, push the button on your pepper spray, call for back-up forces, or any number of actions. Don't get me wrong! You must be able to act powerfully. You must develop a smooth, accurate "look-down, shoot-down" capability with your shoulder-fired and hand-held weapons from a variety of positions and circumstances.
Let's put this in perspective. If you were given just enough instruction to successfully fly an F-15 Strike Eagle off the runway and around the sky, and you also received good instruction on how to release a missile, by simply pushing the red button on the joystick, would you consider yourself ready for aerial combat? Combat taking place in 360-degree battle space flooded multiple threats, while sorting critical information and dealing with the physiological and psychological factors associated flight in combat.
To increase your chances of survival in this complex environment, you might construct a mock joystick at home and practice pushing the button really fast, over and over!
Operators love to show others how well they see the relationship of two pieces of metal and pull a lever. They will run down range, carefully pull their target and hold it like a newborn. They will cherish it and show all interested and non-interested parties, including their neighbor's dog, their prowess at pulling a lever (pushing a red button). It's comical, sometimes. If you simply learn to properly release a tiny metal missile from your handheld or shoulder-fired missile launcher, you are no more ready for combat on the street or the battlefield than your newly found piloting skills.
It is all that leads up to the point of missile release that ultimately matters. Your observations, orientation, and decisions are what allows a relatively minor action on your part define the difference between success or failure, life or death.
Whether you are in an F-15 or controlling a firearm, once you push the button or pull the trigger you are not going to make any difference on where that missile is going to strike. It will conform to its "programming" and the immutable laws of physics.
If you talk to the Gracie Brothers, you would find out that their best selling Brazilian JuJitsu videotapes are the submission tapes, the last in their comprehensive series. This hunger to learn submissions (pulling the trigger) is enormous. Nobody is saying submissions are not part of the total package and skill set, but the Gracie's will tell you, "Position before Submission." Prior to submitting someone a sequence is in effect. You must maintain proper distance and balance relationship to your opponent, close the distance with your opponent at the proper time, take your opponent to the ground, establish a dominant position over them, then submit them (force them to give up, damage them to point where they can no longer fight back or choke them into unconsciousness).
If you watch the greatest submission fighter in the world, Rickson Gracie, you will notice that he does not vary his routine by much. Rickson more often than not ends up choking out his opponents using the same dominant position and the same finishing hold. Why is he undefeated after over 400 plus no holds barred fights? Why can't his opponents just counter the strategy employed time after time?
I believe it is his total mastery of the time and space prior to the relatively simple position and finish. It is the game within the game. The OODA Cycle in action.
I have had the opportunity to work with quite a few shooters that have the action phase of their personal development honed razor sharp. Their ability to shoot a handgun, shotgun, and rifle at paper and steel is literally world class, far outpacing anyone on our training staff if the only measuring stick is speed and accuracy on non-threatening targets. This is certainly not a negative, but can lead to a false sense of security and accomplishment.
When weapons are out and everybody is carrying lethal force at the push of a button, the proverbial wheels fall off the chariot until all phases of the OODA are understood, mastered and consistently applied.
A smooth running OODA cycle translates to good situational awareness. Situational awareness is the ability to collect, collate, and store data in a fluid, dynamic environment, accurately predicting future events based on that data.
Predicting future events in a tactical environment is a potent asset to have in your personal arsenal.
Respectfully, Ken J. Good Director of the Sure-Fire Institute ken@surefire.com





Appendix 11
Can a Determined Assassin be Stopped?
by Jeff Marquart, circa 1999
Initial consultations with new clients of Gavin de Becker & Associates often begin the same way. They tell us one thing clearly and directly: "I will not have bodyguards surrounding me everywhere I go. I just won't live like that!" "Good," we say, "because that would be completely unnecessary." After a brief period of silence, they say in surprise "Oh ... O.K." and we begin the discussion of what is appropriate.
We are committed to helping our clients lead lives that are as normal as possible. They take their kids to school, go shopping, attend business meetings, have lunch with friends, and so on. They apply fairly simple measures to make these times safer, but there are times when it is appropriate for public figures to be visibly protected and unapproachable to the general public.
In most cases we suggest that public figures have a dedicated security detail for all announced public appearances, and when assessment of a particular unwanted pursuer indicates a likelihood that he is seeking an encounter, and might succeed.
The goal of our protective details is to help clients avoid encounters with inappropriate pursuers. Though we often learn of individuals planning to encounter our clients in some sinister or inappropriate way, admittedly we cannot always know. We can, however, reduce opportunities for them to succeed.
In spite of an abundance of proof to the contrary, most people do not believe these encounters can be prevented. We hear about security daily from myriad "experts" in the field -- clients' assistants, publicists, and even household staffs. Usually their misinformation is harmless -- even entertaining -- but there are times when uninformed expertise is dangerous and destructive.
Often, these experts don't really believe that security precautions are valuable because they don't believe they are effective. The myth I hear expressed most often also happens to be one of the most ridiculous and inaccurate: that security precautions are of little value because fate or luck determines if one is to go through life safely.
There is a major point that most lay people misunderstand with regard to the value of protective coverage: the clear correlation between protective coverage and safety even when there is no obvious hazard. The general belief seems to be that as long as no shots were fired at a public figure on a given day, everything was fine and security was unnecessary. This logic is like arriving home safely, stepping out of the car and exclaiming, "See, no crashes. I told you we didn't need to wear seatbelts today!"
However, there is one key weakness to the analogy of seatbelts and security precautions: seatbelts only benefit the user if there is an accident; proper security precautions actually prevent many incidents from ever occurring, on that day and even well beyond.
The Correlation of Security Coverage and Safety
"If they want to get you, they will get you!"
I cringe every time I hear these words because they are so untrue and so damaging. This notion was introduced through the media many years ago by a very intelligent, charismatic, much loved man -- who incidentally was assassinated. The problem is that in all his other brilliance, he knew very little about security. Still, when John Kennedy said "Anyone can kill a president -- All he has to do is be willing to trade his life for the president's," the myth was born.
While it may sound profound, it is really just ridiculous. A willingness to die is simply not all that is required in order to assassinate a president. One must overcome the obstacles set in place by the highly trained, well-prepared, well-staffed Secret Service. Many more individuals have failed to kill presidents than have succeeded.
The "random and unpreventable" sentiment is even more disturbing when it comes from law enforcement and security professionals. In an interview following the Versace murder, a well known "security expert" said (on TV, of course) that the Versace murder was random (which we now know is false) and that it could not have been prevented.
Oh really? Couldn't Versace have simply driven a car and entered his estate behind the existing security gates, rather than walking? Didn't Andrew Cunanan gain advantage by Versace establishing observable and predictable patterns -- frequenting the same establishment and walking to and from that establishment along the same routes? Knowing now that Cunanan surveilled and followed Versace, is it impossible to believe that Versace could have detected it and taken precautions?
If President Kennedy's statement were correct, President Nixon (and probably every other president) would not have survived the Presidency. Arthur Bremer was ready and willing to trade his life for President Nixon's. He wanted to become famous by killing a famous person ... whether he himself lived or died. Nor did he fear going to jail ... he only feared that he would fail.
He described his several-week pursuit of Nixon in a diary. He visited several of Nixon's public appearances, armed with a .38 caliber revolver. Like most public figure pursuers, Bremer paid particularly close attention to security and the accessibility of his target. His observations of security dominated his writings:
"Three men in reflective orange overalls and carrying flashlights (it wasn't really dark yet) searched the road the President would travel for bombs, wires, strange diggings nearby, etc. I guess. Had heard that snow-banks were watered down to nothing to destroy a hiding place for bombs."
"All the homes and businesses along the route were questioned by Secret Service men and asked to be on the look-out for strange movements in the bushes, strange cars etc. I saw a trench coated guy, an obvious SS cop, leave a home along the route and go into his car, he looked at me as I passed him."
"A RCMP in ceremonial uniform turned me away from getting in to the grounds."
"Looking up, I noticed earlier 2 SS men with binoculars on top I think it was the Embassy."
"A young handsome cop with a moustache took down all the license plate numbers of the cars coming into the lot."
"Mr. Moustache stopped cars from leaving the lot too soon -- possibly joining the motorcade. A neatly run operation."
Though Bremer pursued Nixon for weeks and visited several public appearances, he was never able to get the opportunity he wanted.
Failing in his pursuit of Nixon, Bremer simply focused on another famous person -- one who was less difficult to encounter. Bremer chose a governor who was running for the presidency: George Wallace.
He attended Wallace's public appearances as well, assessing his chances. Referring to Wallace's security detail at an appearance in Cadillac, Michigan, Bremer noted:
"These SS men are a different crew than was in Dearborn. No suspicions. Another security breakdown. And no cops to hold back the crowd from stepping in front of his following cars!"
Two days after making these observations, Arthur Bremer attended a Wallace rally at a shopping center in Laurel, Maryland. Having abandoned a target he perceived as too well-protected (Nixon), Bremer shot George Wallace with a .38 caliber revolver.
Successful assassinations require that hundreds of factors play out a certain way. Even the smallest snag in an assassin's plans will make the difference between success and failure. So really, an assassin has one slim opportunity to achieve this "perfect" event and literally hundreds of opportunities to fail.
Our office has been involved in many cases where a pursuer has shown up at a location with the intent of harming a client, but was deterred by our efforts or by the visibility of precautions. And there are many such times we will never know about. For example, we learned of Bremer's presence and intentions at the Nixon public appearances after he shot Wallace. Had he not shot Wallace and self reported his pursuit of Nixon, we may have never learned of it.
After murdering actress Rebecca Schaeffer, assassin Robert Bardo described his pursuit of another public figure, a young singer who is our client. He told of how he attempted to encounter her several times, but could not. Then, he pursued still another singer. Stalking her at a concert, he noted that the stage was protected by guards and that she was escorted by security as she moved about. He abandoned his plans to kill her, and selected a target that was easier to encounter: Rebecca Schaeffer.
He explained his thought process about Rebecca Schaeffer being an easy target: "It's not like she had Gavin de Becker or anything."
The cases of Bremer and Bardo, and nearly every other modern-day assassin, offer irrefutable proof that:
	Public figure pursuers usually pursue more than one potential target; 
	the ultimate target selection process is significantly influenced by the pursuer's perception of a potential victim's approachability and accessibility; 
	targets are interchangeable; and 
	pursuers make attempts on those they believe are most vulnerable and accessible 

Still, our firm continues to battle the misconception that "if they want to get you, they will get you." Recently, within a nine day period, two well-known executives were hit with pies. There was no physical harm done, and one could say these incidents were merely embarrassing. But, in fact, they are very hurtful to the safety of public figures.
The two incidents occurring proximately illustrate that public figure attacks often occur in multiples, as potential attackers are encouraged and empowered by media reports of successful attacks. Furthermore, both cases reveal to pursuers a gross vulnerability of these public figures, and suggest that one could likely have used bullets rather than pies with equal ease.
After the second attack, a client of ours (one of the world's most famous executives) photocopied an article reporting the incidents and sent it to us with a dark humored handwritten message: "I guess I'm next."
We immediately responded: "No, you are not next. You have a program in place to deter such attacks, or to interfere with one should it be attempted. Unlike these guys, you do not stroll into public appearances with some assistant through the front door. You have a protective detail at public appearances. You have an advance agent who assesses sites before you arrive. You are transported by a trained security agent in a specially modified vehicle. You arrive at and depart from sites through controlled non-public thoroughfares. The answer is simple: you are not next."
Public Posture on Security
Whether or not the general public is ever aware of a public figure's security and privacy precautions, it is important to communicate that some attention is paid to safety and privacy. In fact, how the topic is promoted or presented in the media is itself a key precaution.
Really, public figures "compete" for inappropriate pursuers, just as they do for fans. There is a finite community of these pursuers out there, estimated at around 100,000. Our office maintains a database of over 24,000 individuals who have pursued or sent inappropriate communications to our clients. Most of these pursuers have also sent communications to other public figures.
Obviously, acquiring more pursuers than other public figures is NOT a desirable form of popularity, but it is often so that the same characteristics which make a given media figure attractive to fans may make him or her attractive to potential attackers. There is one characteristic that can be promoted which reduces the number of unwanted pursuers without reducing the number of fans: it is inaccessibility.
Yet some public figures (more often, their publicists) believe that it is bad publicity to promote an unapproachable image. Actually, most normal fans and supporters expect famous people to be protected. Popularity itself is often a universally accepted explanation for someone's security concerns. Still, uninformed "experts" attempt to weaken our protective details because they are afraid security will be visible: "Don't be too close; don't be so obvious; don't have two people," etc.
Though many people are quick to express their opinions about security, we know that in the event that we ever find ourselves under-staffed or under-prepared for a safety emergency, those who expressed uninformed opinions will vanish ... and we will be left to explain any failures.
The lesson for security professionals is clear: Never alter or reduce the scope of a protective detail to satisfy someone's concern that security might be noticed -- it isn't worth it.
The fact is if a journalist decides security will be the topic of a story, then it will be -- and it won't necessarily be based upon anything we did. For example, there have been reports of some client "surrounded by security," when in fact there was only one visible security agent ... and one publicist, one attorney, one business manager, one assistant, one friend, and so on.
The way a famous and interesting person lives, what he does, where he goes, will all be explored and speculated upon by journalists. The question is, How can it be presented so that it serves safety and deters unwanted pursuers, instead of inviting them? Reports that "a guard answered the gate at the residence," or "a guard stood quietly outside the dressing room," or other reports which indicate a public persona with boundaries, make a public figure less attractive to pursuers. However, reports that a public figure "shuns security precautions," or "lives like a regular guy," or "enjoys morning walks alone" will encourage and empower pursuers.
At the end of many successful protective details, our client's smiling publicist says, "See, I told you we were over-doing it with the security. Everything was fine." But we take comfort in knowing that merely by our presence and demeanor, we communicated a strong warning to any unwanted pursuer who may have seen us: "If you want to successfully attack a famous person, it won't be this one."





Appendix 12
On Sheep, Wolves, and Sheepdogs
by LTC Dave Grossman, author of On Killing and On Combat
Honor never grows old, and honor rejoices the heart of age. It does so because honor is, finally, about defending those noble and worthy things that deserve defending, even if it comes at a high cost. In our time, that may mean social disapproval, public scorn, hardship, persecution, or as always, even death itself. The question remains: What is worth defending? What is worth dying for? What is worth living for? -- William J. Bennett, in a lecture to the United States Naval Academy November 24, 1997
One Vietnam veteran, an old retired colonel, once said this to me:
"Most of the people in our society are sheep. They are kind, gentle, productive creatures who can only hurt one another by accident." This is true. Remember, the murder rate is six per 100,000 per year, and the aggravated assault rate is four per 1,000 per year. What this means is that the vast majority of Americans are not inclined to hurt one another. Some estimates say that two million Americans are victims of violent crimes every year, a tragic, staggering number, perhaps an all-time record rate of violent crime. But there are almost 300 million Americans, which means that the odds of being a victim of violent crime is considerably less than one in a hundred on any given year. Furthermore, since many violent crimes are committed by repeat offenders, the actual number of violent citizens is considerably less than two million.
Thus there is a paradox, and we must grasp both ends of the situation: We may well be in the most violent times in history, but violence is still remarkably rare. This is because most citizens are kind, decent people who are not capable of hurting each other, except by accident or under extreme provocation. They are sheep.
I mean nothing negative by calling them sheep. To me it is like the pretty, blue robin's egg. Inside it is soft and gooey but someday it will grow into something wonderful. But the egg cannot survive without its hard blue shell. Police officers, soldiers, and other warriors are like that shell, and someday the civilization they protect will grow into something wonderful.? For now, though, they need warriors to protect them from the predators.
"Then there are the wolves," the old war veteran said, "and the wolves feed on the sheep without mercy." Do you believe there are wolves out there who will feed on the flock without mercy? You better believe it. There are evil men in this world and they are capable of evil deeds. The moment you forget that or pretend it is not so, you become a sheep. There is no safety in denial.
"Then there are sheepdogs," he went on, "and I'm a sheepdog. I live to protect the flock and confront the wolf."
If you have no propensity toward violence then you are a healthy productive citizen, a sheep. If you have a propensity toward violence and no empathy for your fellow citizens, then you have defined an aggressive sociopath, a wolf. But what if you have a capacity for violence, and a deep love for your fellow citizens? What do you have then? A sheepdog, a warrior, someone who is walking the hero's path. Someone who can walk into the heart of darkness, into the universal human phobia, and walk out unscathed
Let me expand on this old soldier's excellent model of the sheep, wolves, and sheepdogs. We know that the sheep live in denial, that is what makes them sheep. They do not want to believe that there is evil in the world. They can accept the fact that fires can happen, which is why they want fire extinguishers, fire sprinklers, fire alarms and fire exits throughout their kids' schools.
But many of them are outraged at the idea of putting an armed police officer in their kid's school. Our children are thousands of times more likely to be killed or seriously injured by school violence than fire, but the sheep's only response to the possibility of violence is denial. The idea of someone coming to kill or harm their child is just too hard, and so they chose the path of denial.
The sheep generally do not like the sheepdog. He looks a lot like the wolf. He has fangs and the capacity for violence. The difference, though, is that the sheepdog must not, can not and will not ever harm the sheep. Any sheep dog who intentionally harms the lowliest little lamb will be punished and removed. The world cannot work any other way, at least not in a representative democracy or a republic such as ours.
Still, the sheepdog disturbs the sheep. He is a constant reminder that there are wolves in the land. They would prefer that he didn't tell them where to go, or give them traffic tickets, or stand at the ready in our airports in camouflage fatigues holding an M-16. The sheep would much rather have the sheepdog cash in his fangs, spray paint himself white, and go, "Baa."
Until the wolf shows up. Then the entire flock tries desperately to hide behind one lonely sheepdog.
The students, the victims, at Columbine High School were big, tough high school students, and under ordinary circumstances they would not have had the time of day for a police officer. They were not bad kids; they just had nothing to say to a cop. When the school was under attack, however, and SWAT teams were clearing the rooms and hallways, the officers had to physically peel those clinging, sobbing kids off of them. This is how the little lambs feel about their sheepdog when the wolf is at the door.
Look at what happened after September 11, 2001 when the wolf pounded hard on the door. Remember how America, more than ever before, felt differently about their law enforcement officers and military personnel? Remember how many times you heard the word hero?
Understand that there is nothing morally superior about being a sheepdog; it is just what you choose to be. Also understand that a sheepdog is a funny critter: He is always sniffing around out on the perimeter, checking the breeze, barking at things that go bump in the night, and yearning for a righteous battle. That is, the young sheepdogs yearn for a righteous battle. The old sheepdogs are a little older and wiser, but they move to the sound of the guns when needed right along with the young ones.
Here is how the sheep and the sheepdog think differently. The sheep pretend the wolf will never come, but the sheepdog lives for that day. After the attacks on September 11, 2001, most of the sheep, that is, most citizens in America said, "Thank God I wasn't on one of those planes." The sheepdogs, the warriors, said, "Dear God, I wish I could have been on one of those planes. Maybe I could have made a difference." When you are truly transformed into a warrior and have truly invested yourself into warriorhood, you want to be there. You want to be able to make a difference.
There is nothing morally superior about the sheepdog, the warrior, but he does have one real advantage. Only one. And that is that he is able to survive and thrive in an environment that destroys 98 percent of the population. There was research conducted a few years ago with individuals convicted of violent crimes. These cons were in prison for serious, predatory crimes of violence: assaults, murders and killing law enforcement officers. The vast majority said that they specifically targeted victims by body language: slumped walk, passive behavior and lack of awareness. They chose their victims like big cats do in Africa, when they select one out of the herd that is least able to protect itself.
Some people may be destined to be sheep and others might be genetically primed to be wolves or sheepdogs. But I believe that most people can choose which one they want to be, and I'm proud to say that more and more Americans are choosing to become sheepdogs.
Seven months after the attack on September 11, 2001, Todd Beamer was honored in his hometown of Cranbury, New Jersey. Todd, as you recall, was the man on Flight 93 over Pennsylvania who called on his cell phone to alert an operator from United Airlines about the hijacking. When he learned of the other three passenger planes that had been used as weapons, Todd dropped his phone and uttered the words, "Let's roll," which authorities believe was a signal to the other passengers to confront the terrorist hijackers. In one hour, a transformation occurred among the passengers -- athletes, business people and parents -- from sheep to sheepdogs and together they fought the wolves, ultimately saving an unknown number of lives on the ground.

	There is no safety for honest men except by believing all possible evil of evil men.

Edmund Burke 

Here is the point I like to emphasize, especially to the thousands of police officers and soldiers I speak to each year. In nature the sheep, real sheep, are born as sheep. Sheepdogs are born that way, and so are wolves. They didn't have a choice. But you are not a critter. As a human being, you can be whatever you want to be. It is a conscious, moral decision.
If you want to be a sheep, then you can be a sheep and that is okay, but you must understand the price you pay. When the wolf comes, you and your loved ones are going to die if there is not a sheepdog there to protect you. If you want to be a wolf, you can be one, but the sheepdogs are going to hunt you down and you will never have rest, safety, trust or love. But if you want to be a sheepdog and walk the warrior's path, then you must make a conscious and moral decision every day to dedicate, equip and prepare yourself to thrive in that toxic, corrosive moment when the wolf comes knocking at the door.
For example, many officers carry their weapons in church? They are well concealed in ankle holsters, shoulder holsters or inside-the-belt holsters tucked into the small of their backs? Anytime you go to some form of religious service, there is a very good chance that a police officer in your congregation is carrying. You will never know if there is such an individual in your place of worship, until the wolf appears to massacre you and your loved ones.
I was training a group of police officers in Texas, and during the break, one officer asked his friend if he carried his weapon in church. The other cop replied, "I will never be caught without my gun in church." I asked why he felt so strongly about this, and he told me about a cop he knew who was at a church massacre in Ft. Worth, Texas in 1999. In that incident, a mentally deranged individual came into the church and opened fire, gunning down fourteen people. He said that officer believed he could have saved every life that day if he had been carrying his gun. His own son was shot, and all he could do was throw himself on the boy's body and wait to die. That cop looked me in the eye and said, "Do you have any idea how hard it would be to live with yourself after that?"
Some individuals would be horrified if they knew this police officer was carrying a weapon in church. They might call him paranoid and would probably scorn him. Yet these same individuals would be enraged and would call for "heads to roll" if they found out that the airbags in their cars were defective, or that the fire extinguisher and fire sprinklers in their kids' school did not work. They can accept the fact that fires and traffic accidents can happen and that there must be safeguards against them.
Their only response to the wolf, though, is denial, and all too often their response to the sheepdog is scorn and disdain. But the sheepdog quietly asks himself, "Do you have and idea how hard it would be to live with yourself if your loved ones attacked and killed, and you had to stand there helplessly because you were unprepared for that day?"
It is denial that turns people into sheep. Sheep are psychologically destroyed by combat because their only defense is denial, which is counterproductive and destructive, resulting in fear, helplessness and horror when the wolf shows up.
Denial kills you twice. It kills you once, at your moment of truth when you are not physically prepared: you didn't bring your gun, you didn't train. Your only defense was wishful thinking. Hope is not a strategy. Denial kills you a second time because even if you do physically survive, you are psychologically shattered by your fear helplessness and horror at your moment of truth.
Gavin de Becker puts it like this in Fear Less, his superb post-9/11 book, which should be required reading for anyone trying to come to terms with our current world situation: "... denial can be seductive, but it has an insidious side effect. For all the peace of mind deniers think they get by saying it isn't so, the fall they take when faced with new violence is all the more unsettling." Denial is a save-now-pay-later scheme, a contract written entirely in small print, for in the long run, the denying person knows the truth on some level.
And so the warrior must strive to confront denial in all aspects of his life, and prepare himself for the day when evil comes. If you are warrior who is legally authorized to carry a weapon and you step outside without that weapon, then you become a sheep, pretending that the bad man will not come today. No one can be "on" 24/7, for a lifetime. Everyone needs down time. But if you are authorized to carry a weapon, and you walk outside without it, just take a deep breath, and say this to yourself...
"Baa."
This business of being a sheep or a sheep dog is not a yes-no dichotomy. It is not an all-or-nothing, either-or choice. It is a matter of degrees, a continuum. On one end is an abject, head-in-the-sand-sheep and on the other end is the ultimate warrior. Few people exist completely on one end or the other. Most of us live somewhere in between. Since 9-11 almost everyone in America took a step up that continuum, away from denial. The sheep took a few steps toward accepting and appreciating their warriors, and the warriors started taking their job more seriously. The degree to which you move up that continuum, away from sheephood and denial, is the degree to which you and your loved ones will survive, physically and psychologically at your moment of truth.





Appendix 13
MAPP-MOSAIC for Assessment of Public-figure Pursuit, Circa 1997
by Lieutenant Thomas A. Taylor, Missouri State Highway Patrol, President, National Governor's Security Association: 1994-1997
An Innovative Approach to Threat Assessment
We are all dangerous. Everyone is capable of great violence at a moment's notice, under the right conditions, and in the absence of inhibitors. Law enforcement officers are expected to assess dangerous situations everyday. They are called upon to assess the value of threats and level of risk present in situations involving domestic violence, workplace violence, and public figure protection situations.
The protection of public figures consists of two interrelated functions. The first, to provide a ring of physical protection around the public figure to guard against intentional harm. This ring of security is usually obvious to the observer, consisting of bodyguards, fenced compounds, metal detectors, and armored vehicles. There is another, less observable, function to protection that is just as important -- if not more so. That is the threat assessment function. Threat assessment and management involves the investigation and analysis of situations and individuals that may pose a threat to a person in public or private life. It includes strategies for monitoring, controlling, and redirecting the interest of the pursuer. The ultimate goal of an effective threat assessment and management process is to identify and stop a person with hostile intentions before putting the public figure at risk.
An exciting threat assessment methodology emerged nearly twenty years ago with the development of the MOSAIC threat assessment system by Gavin de Becker and Associates, a California-based security consulting firm.
Today, after many enhancements, MOSAIC is an important part of the threat management programs for the state police agencies protecting a dozen governors, the twenty-five leading university police departments, the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, the United States Supreme Court Police, the United States Marshals Service, the United States Capitol Police, the Federal Reserve Board, the Defense Intelligence Agency, and the Central Intelligence Agency. After a decade of one version of MOSAIC for the assessment of threats to public figures, a totally revised version called MAPP has been made available to law enforcement agencies. Here is a review of MAPP, the MOSAIC for the Assessment of Public-figure Pursuit.
What is MAPP?
MAPP is a threat assessment method, part of which is computer-assisted. It is not a computer program or database for storing information. It is to the threat assessor what a word processor is to an author. The word processor doesn't write the book, but it aids the author in doing so. MAPP is an advanced system that brings insight and organization to assessments of people who came to attention as being among those who might attempt inappropriate encounters. It is not a profiling tool or a crystal ball to predict the future. In fact, it is the opposite of profiling. Profiles are often collections of demographic factors. MAPP is never concerned with such things as race, appearance, socioeconomic level, or gender. MAPP explores only behavior and circumstance. MAPP explores literally hundreds of factors, circumstances, behaviors, elements of communications, and aspects of a situation. MAPP evaluates situations, not people. It does not characterize someone as "dangerous," a vague and misleading term. Neither the word nor the concept appears within MOSAIC systems.
MAPP Start-Up
MAPP is a Windows-based, easy-to-use system, requiring only a basic understanding of computer operations. A first-time user will be taught the system through an on-line academy, which thoroughly explains assessment strategies and the operation of MAPP. This process takes about twenty minutes. Upon completion, you will be assigned a password to by-pass the academy in subsequent sessions. There is a refresher course for those who are just getting started or haven't used MOSAIC in awhile.
MAPP Template
The next decision you must make is which MOSAIC template to select. This article is a review of only the MAPP system for public figure threats, but there are MOSAIC systems to cover a number of other situations, including domestic violence, threats by students (both pre-college and university age), and workplace violence.
Let's say that you want to assess a situation in which a man has threatened to kill the governor. The MAPP template contains twenty-nine areas of inquiry, and offers a range of one hundred and twenty possible answers or cells (see Figure 1). You move down each line, selecting the cell that most closely describes your situation. For example, one line inquires, "Has the pursuer recently experienced stressful life events?" The inquiry thoroughly defines stressful life events, and offers a range of five possible answers, from "no," to "within the past 30 days." Other lines inquire about weapons, the nature of the threat, mental health history, location, travel, employment, financial status, police record, and residency.
This systematic approach to an assessment insures a consistent and thorough evaluation in each and every case. The threat to the city councilman is given the same consideration as the one received by the governor. The inappropriate love letter from a fan to a celebrity is placed on the same scale as the death threat to the mayor. As you move the cursor over each cell, pop-up text appears which explains the cell in more detail, as well as the premise of the question. Once the appropriate cell is selected, a detailed cell information screen appears (see Figure 2). Here, you can merely confirm the cell selection, add custom text which will appear in your finished report, or access the resource material to explore the question or get an expert's opinion.
MAPP Features
One of the most impressive features included in the MAPP system is a compilation of resource material about public figure threats (see Figure 3). This collection covers twenty-eight topics, including extensive databases of attacks on public figures, as well as terrorist and extremist threat anniversary dates. Also included is a video library, containing twenty interviews and comments by experts in the field (see Figure 4). Unlike a library where you must search through shelves of books for information, MAPP's reference material is available at the touch of a button at the precise point in the process where it is needed. MAPP also contains a topic index, containing a helpful list of inquiries, an extensive help menu, and the ability to display all the questions in a list format (see Figure 5). There is more than 500 pages of resource material available to the user.
MAPP Finished Report
Once you have selected as many cells as possible with the information available, MAPP will automatically produce a finished report in seconds with just a push of the button (see Figure 6).
MOSAIC evaluates the information you enter by comparing it to the opinions of expert practitioners, relevant research, and similar cases where the outcomes are known. This internal evaluation is expressed in a rating on a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being assigned to cases that have the highest number of factors experts associate with escalation (see Figure 7).
While the assessor must evaluate accuracy, MOSAIC measures the amount and value of information, and expresses the results by "IQ" (Information Quotient). MOSAIC assigns Completion Points to express the quality of an assessment, with a maximum of 200 points. With most MOSAIC systems, at least 125 Completion Points are needed for quality assessment. MAPP even tells you which aspects of your case need further attention. Put in simple terms, the more you know, the better -but information is not equal. Some kinds of facts are more important to an assessment than others. The fact that the governor's pursuer bought a weapon last week and visited the Capitol is more important than the pursuer's age. A Completeness Scale at the top of your template will indicate how much of the assessment has been completed. A person familiar with the case can complete a MAPP assessment in about ten minutes, and have an impressive, comprehensive report in just minutes.
MAPP Accuracy
It is important to note that any assessment is a "snapshot" in time. As situations change, so will the need to reassess the new situation. MAPP seeks to recognize risk in situations, not to identify so-called "dangerous" people. It is a system designed to enhance high-stakes assessments and to contribute to people's welfare and safety. MAPP does not and cannot replace the user's skill, intuition, or decision-making responsibility. It is diagnostic only, and does not suggest or prescribe any case-management plans. While MAPP doesn't make predictions, it can and does substantially improve the predictions that you must occasionally make. It does so by recognizing expert opinion, relevant research, and case histories. Only through the measurement of the potential threat to and vulnerability of a public figure, can you most effectively stop targeted violence before it puts the public figure in immediate risk.
In 1996, the Secret Service interviewed Russell Weston after he made paranoid accusations about President Clinton. While they found that he had a history of mental problems, had access to weapons, and held many bizarre delusions, their assessment concluded that he posed no immediate threat to the president. This proved to be an accurate prediction for their situation at the time, but it did not apply to other potential targets for Weston as time progressed. Two years later, he shot his way into the U.S. Capitol Building, killing two Capitol Police officers and wounding a tourist.
In the end, MAPP does four very important things: it documents the issues that were evaluated or considered in your case, it informs and confirms your intuition, it prepares a comprehensive report written in language non-experts can understand, and it provides on-going interactive training. When you are tasked with the protection of public figures, no other aspect of a security program is more important than accurately assessing and managing safety hazards. Due to the high stakes of violence by individuals, accurate threat assessments are more needed now than at any time in our history.

Figure 1: The Template Cells (4 of the 40+ Areas of Inquiry in MAPP)
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Sergeant Stephen W. Weston, Esq. is a 23-year veteran of California law enforcement. Since 1991, he has been the supervisor of a specialized unit with the California Highway Patrol, which is responsible for the investigation of threats against California State officials and judges. This unit assesses inappropriate contact with state officials to determine the approach/threat capability of the involved individual and intervenes when necessary.
Andrew L. Vita was the Assistant Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms until his retirement in 2000. Mr. Vita has 30 years of law enforcement experience from criminal investigator through the executive level. He directed all field and headquarter activity/personnel to implement the mission of ATF. In 2001, he became Executive Vice President of Armor Holdings, Incorporated.
Frederick S. "Ted" Calhoun has written four books on various aspects of threat management. During the 1990s, he served as the principal architect in designing the threat management process used by the United States Marshals Service in protecting federal jurists. More recently, Mr. Calhoun helped craft the architectural courthouse security guidelines for Ontario, Canada, courthouses and designed the process for conducting building threat assessments on Ontario courts. Mr. Calhoun is also the national Program Manager for the Transportation Security Administration's Workplace Violence Prevention Program.
Chief James A. Perrotti has been a member of the Yale University Police Department since 1973 serving in the capacity of Patrol Officer, Detective, Sergeant, Commander, Assistant Chief, and now Chief of Police. Chief Perrotti possesses a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice, and is a graduate of the New Haven Police Academy and the FBI National Academy. Chief Perrotti is responsible for managing a full service police agency of 80 sworn officers and 20 civilian staff. He has been a MOSAIC user since 1994.
Dr. James McGee was the Director of Psychology and Director of Law Enforcement and Forensic Services at Sheppard Pratt Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. He is Chief Psychologist of the Baltimore County Police Department and he directs the Critical Incident Response Program for the Maryland State Police. Dr. McGee is a graduate of the Federal Bureau of Investigation's (FBI) Basic and Advanced Hostage Negotiations Training Program and he is a special consultant to the FBI's Critical Incident Response Group.
Stephen R. Morrow was the Director of National Investigations and lead the Bank One Corporation's Violence-Free Workplace Committee, composed of representatives from the Corporate Legal, Corporate Human Resources and Corporate Security departments. He was instrumental in designing and implementing the Violence-Free Workplace Program for Bank One Corporation, which has 92,000 employees and over 2000 locations nationwide. Since the inception of the Program, Mr. Morrow directed the response to hundred's of situations involving potential violence in the workplace. He is now with JP Morgan-Chase.
Anthony Stanley is a member of the Security Operations Center for the Central Intelligence Agency.
Special Agent William Zimmerman is a key member of the threat assessment unit of the United States Capitol Police.
Matthew D. Slatoff is a Project Manager in the MOSAIC Threat Assessment Systems & Advanced Training division of Gavin de Becker & Associates. He has assisted with the development of the MOSAIC for the Assessment of Domestic Violence for the State of California (CAL-DV), MOSAIC for the Assessment of School Violence (MAST and MAST-U) and MOSAIC for the Assessment of Violence in the Workplace (MAT-W). Mr. Slatoff is currently Director of Gavin de Becker & Associates' Threat Assessment and Management Division.





Appendix 14
Advantages of Private Aircraft Over Commercial Aircraft
Declaration Regarding Benefits of Private Air Travel
Gavin de Becker, being duly sworn, declares and says:
1. For thirty years, I have been a consultant on the prediction of violence and prevention of violence. My services are provided through Gavin de Becker & Associates, a two-hundred-and-fifty person firm. My office advises clients on the assessment and management of situations that may pose a hazard to their safety or privacy. As a consultant to many major media figures, government agencies, and Fortune-500 companies, I have overseen the assessment and management of more than 36,000 cases of inappropriate pursuit. My firm maintains the world's largest library of threatening and obsessive communications, consisting of more than 400,000 pieces of material.
2. My book The Gift of Fear addresses violence and safety in America. It spent five months on the New York Times bestseller list. In 2008, the book was featured on an hour-long Oprah Winfrey Show celebrating the tenth anniversary of its publication. My second book, Protecting the Gift, is about protecting children from violence. My most recent book is FEAR LESS: Real Truth About Risk, Safety, and Security in a Time of Terrorism. These books are now published in fourteen languages. I have written introductions for several books, including To Have or to Harm, the first major book on stalking. In addition to contributing chapters written for many other books, I have written several dozen papers related to safety and the predictions of violence, and I have had more than thirty articles published on related subjects.
3. I am a frequent lecturer and consultant to industry groups, prosecutors, police departments and government agencies, including the Central Intelligence Agency, the U.S. Marshals Service, the U.S. Supreme Court Police, the District Attorney's Association, and the National Victims Center. I was invited to teach a special two-day course on domestic violence for 800 members of the NYPD, and also taught a daylong advanced course at the FBI Academy.
4. I have been interviewed twice on 60 MINUTES, five times on 20/20, six times on Oprah Winfrey, five times on Larry King Live, five times on Good Morning America, six times on The Today Show, and have been interviewed and featured in the New York Times, Washington Post, TIME Magazine, Newsweek, U.S. News & World Report, among many others.
5. I have served as a consulting expert witness or testifying expert witness on many civil and criminal cases, including testifying for the prosecution in the case against Arthur Richard Jackson, the assailant of actress Theresa Saldana. I have consulted with the prosecution in the case against Robert Bardo, the murderer of actress Rebecca Schaeffer, testified in the case against Tina Marie Ledbetter, who sent 6,000 death threat letters to actor Michael J. Fox, testified in the federal case against Richard Pelfrey, stalker of singer Debbie Gibson, and consulted on the stalking aspects of both the criminal and civil cases against O.J. Simpson. I testified in the nation's first use of the stalker law in a case involving a public figure.
6. In 1980, I was appointed by President Reagan and his staff to be Director of Special Services Group, responsible for safety and logistics for public figure guests of the First Family.
7. In 1982, President Reagan appointed me to his Advisory Board at the U.S. Department of Justice, during which time I, along with other members, conducted public hearings into crime and violence around the nation. We heard testimony from chiefs of police, sociologists, judges, security experts, victims, community leaders, and others who had something to contribute to the understanding of the topic. President Reagan re-appointed me to the Board in 1984.
8. From 1983 to 1988, I served as a Principal Advisor to the Department of Justice project entitled: Violence and Mental Disorder - The Choice of Public Figures as Victims. I worked on this project with other nationally recognized experts and researchers, including the former Director of the Secret Service and members of the FBI's Behavioral Sciences Unit.
9. In 1985, my work in threat assessment was recognized through a special award from the International Association of Chiefs of Police, presented to me by the Attorney General and the Director of the FBI.
10. After leading a national campaign to keep the assailant of actress Theresa Saldana in secure custody, I helped design legislation to deal with similar cases. I proposed and co-drafted California's Threat-trespass Statute, which was signed into law by the Governor in 1991. I testified before the California Senate Judiciary Committee and provided testimony regarding stalker laws in the U.S. Senate.
11. Along with the U.S. Marshals Service, I co-designed the MOSAIC-3 assessment method, used to screen threats to all Federal Judges.
12. I designed the MOSAIC threat assessment system currently used for screening threats to Justices of the United States Supreme Court.
13. I designed the MOSAIC assessment method used as part of screening threats to members of Congress.
14. I designed the MOSAIC system used for evaluating hazards to the Governor of California, and governors of New Mexico, Maine, Texas, Nevada, Idaho, Kansas, Wyoming, and Missouri.
15. I designed MOSAIC systems currently used for high-stakes predictions by the Central Intelligence Agency, U.S. Attorney's Office in Washington, D.C., and the Federal Reserve Board.
16. I designed the system known as MAST (MOSAIC for Assessment of Student Threats) for Boston University, Yale University, University of Pennsylvania, University of Indiana, Iowa State University, UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, UC Santa Barbara, UC Los Angeles, UC Santa Cruz, UC San Francisco, UC Davis, CSU Fullerton, CSU Long Beach, CSU San Bernardino, CSU Bakersfield, CSU San Marcos, CSU Chico, CSU Fresno, CSU Monterey Bay, CSU Stanislaus, CSU Sonoma, CSU Dominguez Hills, CSU Hayward, CSU Sacramento, San Diego State University, Cal State Polytechnic University Pomona, CSPU San Luis Obispo, San Francisco State University, among others.
17. In 1991, I was appointed by Governor Wilson to two terms on his Advisory Board at the California Department of Mental Health.
18. I am currently a Senior Fellow at the UCLA School of Public Policy and Social Research, as well as Senior Advisor to the Rand Corporation.
19. I have been qualified as an expert in the California Appeals Court and U.S. Federal Court on cases involving prevention of violence, the safety of public figures, and the predictability of violence.
20. My firm and I have conducted many independent security studies for at-risk public figures, and most often recommended that our clients utilize private aircraft rather than commercial air travel.
21. We recommend travel via private aircraft and through private airports for several reasons. First, the congested nature of commercial airports provides inappropriate pursuers an excellent opportunity to "lie in wait" and encounter our clients. Public figures are most vulnerable to unwanted approaches while in transit.
22. Federal Aviation Administration regulations that require commercial air travelers to travel under actual names and show identification have made commercial air travel even less private for public figures, and thus more hazardous. Many public figures are now being encountered by unwanted pursuers that have acquired their exact commercial flight information through paid informants at, or pretext calls to, the airlines. Private air travel affords the only effective means of keeping confidential the identity of passengers and all other flight information.
23. Next, there is the matter of the destination airport, where major media figures will encounter a forced public appearance. Again, there will be thousands of people who see the at-risk person and consequently know the at-risk person is now in Chicago, for example, and inappropriate pursuers or tabloid individuals may seek encounters with one of our clients based on this information.
24. Commercial air travel can also involve connecting flights, thus at least doubling the time that our clients would be exposed to intrusion, interruption, and hazard. There is also the matter of delays, postponements, and cancellations, all of which extends the time during which they would be exposed to intrusion, interruption, and hazard. In light of these challenges, commercial air travel is not the safest method for our clients.
25. Other significant life-safety advantages of private air travel include our clients' ability to strictly determine who pilots and maintains the aircraft, who travels on the aircraft with them, the content of cargo that enters the body of the aircraft, and the on-ground security of the aircraft. History has shown that nearly all intentional commercial air disasters and acts of violence have been caused by an inability to control one of these controllable factors. When flying commercially, passengers must rely on the airlines to properly screen, hire, train, and supervise the pilots and crew, as well as screen the cargo. By flying via a private jet, our clients are able to avoid such vulnerabilities by controlling the cargo of the plane and who is aboard the plane (authorized guests and employees).
26. In regards to terrorism, while there have been some cases of private planes being stolen from airports, hijacking of private planes is virtually nonexistent. (The few we found during our research were along the lines of a criminal fleeing law enforcement who forced his way onto the next plane taking off -- that sort of thing.) We are not aware of acts of terrorism where a private aircraft was hijacked by a perpetrator who knew the identity of the jet's owner or the person chartering the jet. Conversely, there have been many acts of terrorism directed against commercial airliners.
27. By using a private jet, our clients are also able to reduce the likelihood of accidental crashes by implementing safety regulations that exceed the minimum standards set forth for commercial planes, and control maintenance of the aircraft. Commercial airlines maintain the minimum standards set forth by the FAA whereas private operators can implement safety regulations that exceed the minimum standards. For example, commercial airlines must make financial decisions that can be detrimental to safety, including:
	Flying with the minimum amount of fuel needed. It is usually prudent for aircraft to operate on a full tank of gas, affording more options in the event of an unexpected destination change (e.g. a plane needs to be diverted).
	Airlines maximize the amount of freight on their aircraft. This freight may include hazardous materials and the extra weight increases the amount of fuel used.

28. By flying via private aircraft, clients can make privacy and confidentiality a job requirement for the pilots and crew they employ. They can require that they sign confidentiality agreements and provide them with security training, including how not to be fooled by pretext inquiries.
29. By flying via private plane, clients are able to access an aircraft and crew at all times. This could be especially beneficial in the event of a medical, business, or family emergency.
30. It is very important that our clients' travel be free from interference and that the integrity of their schedules are maintained. Private air travel is the most reliable means for satisfying these requirements.
31. For most of our clients, it is not possible on a commercial flight to converse with associates without being overheard and perhaps thus revealing confidential information. Consequently, flying commercially impacts not only their safety, but their privacy as well. It also reduces the time they might otherwise be able to dedicate to work.
I believe that the recommendations set forth herein, including those related to private aircraft usage, are necessary under the circumstances.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, and that I would testify under oath thereto.
Executed this ____ day of ________ 2007, at Los Angeles, California.
__________________________
Gavin de Becker





Appendix 15
About Gavin de Becker & Associates
Since 1977 Gavin de Becker rand Associates has been developing pioneering strategies for protecting public figures, government agencies, corporations, and others facing substantial safety and privacy challenges. Today, its 200 associates provide security and consultation services from offices in Los Angeles, New York, Washington, D.C., Chicago, Seattle, San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Hawaii.
PSD
The Protective Security Division is the world's leading provider of high-end protection services for at-risk public figures and sites. The division also houses the Secure Transportation Office, which provides safe and confidential transportation using strategically armored and security-enhanced vehicles. For qualified groups of seven or more, this division provides specialized training in public figure protection (including exercises from the firm's Academy).
TAM
The Threat Assessment & Management Division evaluates and assesses threatening and otherwise inappropriate communications, and assists clients in managing situations of unwanted pursuit. This division provides consultation on the wide and ever-changing variety of safety and privacy challenges clients face.
The TAM Division houses the Investigations Department, which performs high-level, sub-rosa investigations related to safety and wellbeing. These include gathering information on unwanted pursuers, pre-employment background investigations, and due diligence assessments of people and businesses that might have an impact on clients' well-being.
Training
Twice a year, the firm hosts the Advanced Threat Assessment Academy at the UCLA Conference Center. Attendees travel from all over the world to participate in this widely-known program, with alumni including professionals from the FBI Behavioral Sciences unit, the Central Intelligence Agency, the US Supreme Court, the US Capitol Police, dozens of major police departments and prosecutors' offices, major universities, and more than 150 of the Fortune 500 companies.
MOSAIC(r)
Gavin de Becker & Associates developed MOSAIC, a comprehensive method for assessing situations that might escalate to violence. The firm was selected to design MOSAIC systems for State Police agencies protecting ten governors, twenty-five university police departments, the United States Supreme Court Police, the United States Marshals Service, the United States Capitol Police, the Defense Intelligence Agency, and the Central Intelligence Agency. MOSAIC systems are currently used by threat assessment practitioners for screening threats to public figures, assessing domestic violence situations, assessing threats by students, and assessing workplace violence hazards. The Division also develops new customized MOSAIC systems for specialized applications, such as the customized domestic violence training system commissioned by California for distribution to all of the State's 800 police departments.
TSD
The Technical Security Division performs comprehensive security surveys of properties and provides technological and procedural recommendations to reduce or eliminate security risks. This division provides technical specifications for builders and systems installers.
ISD
The Information Security Division conducts audits of information systems and provides solutions to prevent loss of sensitive and personal information transferred between computers, PDAs, and wireless networks.
www.gavindebecker.com
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