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= M Vitorand . eer

aotbly Paul Whiman snd Fred Waring, and to recond the
bestknown popular singers and_ persomalis of he day—Gene
Austin, e Boswelsstrs, Will Rger, the Happiness Boys (5illy
Jons snd Erne Hare). the Revelers, Jsse Crawfrd, Herry Burr,
Frank Crunit, “The Sier Masked Tence” Goseph Whi). Joany
Manin, Vaughn DeLcah,andthe team of Corll ad Gosden,ltr
fmous a3 Amos " Andy. I shoukd be note, howeer, hat Vicor
ko ook chaces on hundreds of wknowns, many of whom—Iike
Bemard Vessey. Fatty Mari's Orchese, Aransas Shory. Dok
Eienturgand His Snfonians, the Songeopirs. nd Leroy . Seyder

1 renained largely 1 dservedly anonyos despie theie el
ings a5 “eclusive Vieo arists." The s exiendd, i what can anly
e seen 2 “public service” activity in Vitor's coniuing efort 0
presen et a2 national instiuion, o the Prineton Semiary Male
Chorus: Crares Kellog, “bind it and st the Plish
Nuonal Oncheste speeches by Presidents Coldge and Hoover 1d
excPresident Aruro Allesandsiof Chi: the Avocited Glee Club of
‘Americ (*,200 Voiee"):the Phldelphia Rpid Trasit Bad: he
Mintrel Clubof Asbury Pak KivanisCIo: he Hopi Indian Chaners:
and ye. indeed, even the Moamon Tabernacle Chor

“Thane thin spot .l i was the sor of enertsioment jost he
coming 1 be known,disdainflly bot profiaby. as WISy musc”
‘Somewbatronially, Alma Gluck’s “Carry e Bck 0 0d Vigiony”
(Vicor 76420, 1915) had been the fr Red Sal t0 sl 3 millon
copis " ad he Vicor st had certiny inlodd s shreof rsics,
el and imagined, through e years Bt most of ther—Muray il
Raymond Hicheock, Chrls Ros Taggan, Nat Wills B Shord,
even Cal Stewars—were pdo-rbes, b than e illics The
St hey createdfor g o rsond were grounded n i ity ntons
fcountey pople, b ha n h sctalcirumsances o .
Closr o the core, a el ax. 1922 Vito recorded two sutenic,
eadidonal s, Heruy Gilland o Alus. Oklahoma, ad A C.
ek Roberton of Amaril, Texas. However, the Gilland
Rokerson rendion of “Sally Gooden” and “Aransaw Travler”
(Vicor 18956) were no relased unil slmost 3 year bir Even o,
ey were on the market seeral monds before Okeh's il
econtings of Fiddlin’ Jomn Caron, now gecrlly consideed “he
s il econds. ot whie e Gilla Rabertson i was vell
rceived by the publi, Vicor, whether from ignonnce o mere
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Succes nevitbly brosght » cerin hardenin of the arerc, bt
Vicor'sdomince coninued it te Twente. esiethe ecling-
O of econd sles and incesin signs of srous competion rom
o portents whic the "Calssu in Camien” chose lrgely 0
ignore. Management had grown consevaive and complacent. 3%
et pins out, the 1921 Vitrola was practiclly denicl with he
rignal model o 1906. 1t was ot unil Johson sufe a nervous
breakdown n 1924 3nd snnusl sles dropped 1o $37.000.000
(Compared 10 almost 355,000,100 for the newly ogaized R
‘Corporation of Amercn” that the compiny shoo of s trpr a2
e back i the unning with the noduction of the clecric
Teconding proces and he new Onthophonic Vil Widin weeks
Vicorhad orders oalin 320,010,000 o the new phonogeaph. By
caly 1926 sl of Vieor reconds were twce tose of 1 nearest
Competor, Brunswick. Columbis, whih hai st neay 4 millon
Glls in 1925, was rnning o suong thid

By the ime Jimmic Rodges made his s records for Vitr, he
man who'd named—and made e company & winee s 0 longer
at te heim. Fldidge Johmson apparely never mach joyed b
Sucss a aly 3 1901 hed wanied osell s stock ad et o he
proceds. Nov il esthand o e than <ver fthepressres of
being  ycoon, hebegan o liien seousy o the ol of business
inress who rgulry offeed to buy his Kingdom in Camden.
Finl, i Januey, 1927 thiny years e Johnson hd ndcrenly
ot ntothe bosiess by dsigningthe practcal spring-wound ot
for Beriner—ownemhip of the Victo Tlking Mschine Company
pused 0 two New Yok banking houses, Speyer & Co. andJ. & W.

fman & Co. for some 4000000 For his holdings Johmson
received $22,229 960, and etied,somenhat ncasly 0 pursic s
many bosbics, ncuding decpsea hing and. yaching srownd the
o on various quasscienic expditons. As e and e woukd
Bave . Johnson had goten out Wil the geting was goud: b
o continsed sl merly long unde the new owners. For he
quartc ending Jane 30, 1927, oly  ew weeks before Rodgerswent
o sl they repored a5t prof. of over $2.000.000.°

“Throughout the Twenties, Vicor's repatton was msitined by
s strong fcordcatalog. balaied 9 shways by th ol elible R
Scals and given new e by the growing popolry of az, i those
sy riin 1o the innace of s devlopment o an s fon. Victor
coninued 0 purse s policy of igning p the bi-name. bans,
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et filed o capaize o s hin . By 1924 e hlbily fld
was sinost entrey n the hands o the smll companis—Okeh.
(Combi, 4nd Vocalon—so mina that previouly thy had harly
semed worh of Vicors noice. N they were begimin t make
waves with (i upstan e varicty of musical enerinent. Okeh
had Carson, Hery White, 4 host of newiy dicovered fesier
lighs: Colomibia, proclining hat “he e and guar caze s
sweeping norhward was pushing Gid Tannee ad Rile Packedwith
& naonal advrtiing campag; and Vocalion (300 1o merge with
Victor's cloest ompettor, Brunswick) basied Uncle Am Sar,
Uncle Dave Mcon and Bind George Reneas, sl of whor would
inflonce the cmerging counry musc rlion. The best Vicor could
e duig this tme was 3 hoked-p vesion of an old rual dance
e, A Gona Rain No Mo'™ (Vicor 19171, given hayiced
Iyrice and recorded with kolcle ccompanient by 5 Chicago radio
pertormer mamed Wendel Hal, Among utbin sudénces th rcord
pased for iy and became 3 best el bt s oy cffct on
e e fom s 3 wholl was 0.0pen Vito' ey o the ket vloe
of something s sophisticated than, s2y. Panl Whieran

Bot the company remsined cutoo. [ atitde vas bes xerpl
i by the famous s o th 1924 Ve Dlhart ecrding of “The
Prisoer' Song”Wrsek of the O 97 (Victor ecord 19427, which
50 1 etz the gene andconvince recording drctors
hat e was“gold i them ha Billils " howevermoch hey might
oppose th music on estheic grounds. Dalhan had recorded “Wreck
o the O1d 97" or o diss and cylinders cale hat yar and
‘he the s quickly showed i of srngth on the kel he
ied o persuade Victor executives ot himrecord o . But
Wi only after monih hadpased. with Dalhart hounding them
Consantly and sl o the Edison eron contimng o buld, hat
Vicor executves sl rlntd and reloctaty agred o record the
umber. Thei decision s o doub prompied by the knowledge hat
il amther competor, Vocation, wascurey g the cres with
Blind George Rencau's veion o the same (e

(Conviced by the unexpectd scces of “The Prsoer’ Song” and
“Wieck fthe OId 97 Victo was ow willig (0 promote Dl n
furthe iy effots. ot one ar i ot ke 4 conielsionoe
mach of  den in the burgeoning market. Lagsy hrough ck, e
Company n 1925 discovered Car T. Sprague,  Texan whose hode of
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Preface to the New Edition

When i Roders: The Life an Tines o meric' B Yodele v st pulsed
i 197, e | s i wouk s e i i o st e ecaes. Tht
v . st of . eumen o R’ ot e, ot |
sty e e, o t i when e el e e
Rodgen. bk e pr ke s ey s et
{he e of s et o ocpory o of A i

“he s cion s il e same 5 e . Al reales may
e s e s CB rac, Pien Cote, Gl et i, My o
ny st v o e st e, bve e s o, S e
Fplaces where R mde Peonal ppearces e . Sy '
o Gocumetad it iy rlain iy b v s s (Clecind)
S west (U, Calfoniy i | s el e of A few s ¢
copngy have e e e o e, Mo vee St i, Lo
ot i volvsRodger'sscsion on Noverr 1. 1959, which e e
“Hobo B’ L Rie” The Vikrlgs v New Oss e plc ot s,
et 1y el wht s oir e 0 culion ot e o
N e oo ek Now Roger'sprescce i New Ok o Noverer 3
et conrmed. Oherwise, 1 the bt konled nthin o o g
g ey 14 st sl changes o o h e RoJers

oy

Ty mos hn ey s i bt snd o svety e i b i,
Rodgers pce i the snl f it ey smree s ke o el
For e e flowing i iy deth o i e, s € mor i
et b v i of oty 23 popl a3 s s e s
Erataion v, Reu o (o of s Th o & Fpive v o e
15400 and carty 19505 romping RCA Vicor ' el the s o sever LP
emined e RCA cato i e 19501 e 1991w e it peroer
o e ounny Minie Hll o Fare,pelaimed ~The Father o Couniy M snd
" man wh s I reve it e o shunnd the "Dy e
o i ey a0 hot of il 5. pop o (A b 1 100yt he woukin
B et o oionht b el s et o b - County
g

Wi tne Sgurier il o e was csiod i 1970, R s s
1 it bt A maor s o, b et e Kok s Rl
i Fare with e g s 150 i 199 vy eond e b
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Phonograph as caly a 1878, it was ok uil some ety years ber
ha the device bogan o cquie wide popularity s 3 soce f o
coteruinment. By th e Ralph was e or cleven 1nd working on
wekends n is fthers Sor, the pblc's st rea love e with
e phonogrgh was eaching i beight. The oy was s fscinated 35
everyon he by the sound ofmsic 4 v o e crackling wax
s andcylinders o that day. Thus acied 10 the phonograph ind
Tecond spect of i ather's bsiness, young. Pece quickly eamed the
reease mumibers of lmost vy Gl i the Columba catalog:before
e cnerd i o e had ssmed sy o xdring ecords
and phoncgraph part rom th Colombva office in Kansas Cty. This
e partime o st the company el and when P pradusted
from bigh schooland maried fo the st e in 1910, he went 1o
‘work fullme n the crdi departmen of Columbias Kanses City
el ot Soon e s promotd 0 it manager and, n fe,
ran he operaton, alhough he had pothing 10 G0 with the actal
rcontng proccses. AN ht e, econdings wer vy myserios.

e sad. “They were made i some supersecret stdio 1 New York,
you e -was elly iful 1 make thse mase recondings. S0 we
never heard about econdings n Kanss Ciy. That al cmelter. Bt |
0 s e recod bsinss ecaus 1 wen rght trough the hn.
T the creit manager, et mamger, nd 1 was ravelin s,
L't old nough to be sstan manager, but s wht 1 was,
in it In 1915 e trasirs 0 the oo office in Chicago,
Whee e began 0 mee he op <xccuives and really s sbot (b
rcond usincs, how i vat done.” One xpercnc that I  asting
imprssion was hat of beingssigned 0 ook afe W. C. Handy as e
Changed i in Chicago on i sy from Memphis o econd in
New York fo the i time.”

“Afrseving n th navy during Work W I, Pee retumed 0 the
Coumbia o in Kansas iy His fome bss thre, W. 5. Fuhr,
i gone o work in New York for the Genera Phonograph
Corporuon, makers of Okeh Records: and Fub soon hired young
Pec avay fom Columbia o serve s assistant 10 Okeh's diector of
producion, FredHagar. Aconding o Per, “Tha s where ineoted
e iy and the migee Sull.” Sty spakin, h s mor or
e righ, b the language-rciland ctherwise-besrs adjstnent.
“Tavented” suggests  quanity somevhat more known a0 # el
moreclclted thn hsory will bear ot “Happencd spo” s more
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rdiiona cowboy songs caugh e publi’ aienion and extended
the boundaries of the emering fok musi genre. Howerer, whil
“Follwing the Cow Tra”1nd “When the Work's All Dve This Fal”
were comforably, f unotentonally, close t0 3 New York ecoding.
irector's conepton of commercial “ilbil.” ey weze sl ong
way from the Anglo Scos Appalchian manner of suthntic folk
musicians such a5 Carson, Whiter, Usle Dave Mo, 1d Al
Hopkins” Original Hil Biles. No unil mid-1926,afr Vitor had
negotited a rahr unsualbsiness rangemen with & ormer Okeh
exccutive mamed Ralgh Per, id th company ke serioas pogress
oward ilng e hilbilly gap in s calog.

Lt in e, Rlgh Slveste Pees woud ffhandedly summarize s
e, with chaming i somewhat caculid modesy, 5 “noling
more han the Amercan success sory." I the pose vas 8 bt
isiogensous, the fcts behind i were auhetic coough. Alnest from
sratch. Peer ad singlhandly bt an iemationl bsiess worh
millons, cuming or himself a riche 1 he man who “discovered” both
the race and hilbilly recording indusiris. He alio became o
ecognied athorityoncopyright lw and amassd  peronal onune.
Even inanare that was nominally is hbby-—growing camellis— b
i becn acorded mematonl fune. and. hono By profession
horiclurts

ASam inbovatorand bl busnesavn, Pecrcoud ccurtly
bt s S0ccess 10 s own witand ey cold bonesty sy ht
e was et -made Bt Tock hd 15 playd 3 substatl rol, 3 he
e scknowledged.™ Infct, he seemed (0 cjoy creiing he hand
f e, perhaps ssuming tht is et o shaking it s o abviows
ol I th at of ein whee th ightin i goin o ik,” e
sidof s accomplshments. “And b i God's ey an detect
) dontkaow bt e alvays becn able 0 o . ” Desic i
sucess i he musi businss, Pe woold ook withmied emations
onthe cicumstanc hat he o s foruns and reputtion o e kes
of Jimmie Rodges and the Care Faruly. Hi camellia,  seemod,
gave him for more personal sasfcton than Rl music

Pee's oty it the econdingbusines came cartyand i3 raurl.
coune of cvents. AL e tum f the centry, b fter, Abram et
sold seving machincs, phovogrphs, and Columbi reords in
Independence, Missouri, & Kansas City subur, whee the younger
Pect s bors on My 22 1892, Althogh Edion hd pteed he
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Ermest Stoneman, Therefots that day resuled i some en masers
rom the tweny- e takes pertomed by Soneran 1 te varion
oo e'd brought with i, Whie Stoneman and his msician
e on Tucsdey. i sids we rcondd by Emest Phigps and i
Holiess Quartr, 3 fne oldtime gopel roep from Kentcky. Per
esumed with te Soneman grups the net oy, b, lckin shad,
e became concerned that mare nw talent B no peard 10
audtion  sesion had becn et upler i the ek for te Johmson
rothers, whom e'd aleady recordd in Camden, and he set 0
Pincton, Wes Viginia, some ey e ot of Brisol, for Blnd
Alfed Reed, an amateur performer and composer whose rilrond
Tl “The Wrec of the Viginan.” had caugh Pcr'ssienion o
s scowingtrp hrough he area. The Cartrs were schould for the
it sesion the Fllowing ek, nd Heary Whitr would eveotally
Show up 0 recod a couple of harmonic slo, bt beyond tha the
appinmentldgers were bank, and prospecs din. 1 e sppesed
10 th o of  local newspape,” e s, “explining o i the
Ereat advanages to the commonity of my. enierrise" He sbo
ecounted how he'd goren the dio’s cooperton by giving him

nside information” bout 3 proposed mesger between Victor and
RCA. enabling him 10 make "qite bt of moncy out of it on he
ok marker. Houever, consdering ha the meger was ot ven
umored i financial i ntl e fllowng yar. the sory s be
scountcd, or posily creded o Per's 1933 Bl wip. Inany
Cven, the o was nvid 0t he Wedoesdymorin sssion.
and His account of the event, prnied on the ffon page of that
hermoon's ditonofthe Bristol News Bultin, peoduced e st
s, Descrbing indetall “notables o this mountain country dong
e et st or the microphone, e i recods, ad sprad
home and bros.” h sory sesed Storeman's growing fame and

Pec sid, i you Knew how 0oy Con
e pian. youwere soin 1 become & millomi. - This worked
ke dymrmi ad he very next day | i dluged with long discaoce
cll from hesurouning rgion. (4n) group fsingers who hd ok
Vised Bristl i heie e et aiving by bus, hors and bgay.
rin oron foot.” He wa exsggeaing, cerinly, but e esoling
sssonsproduced  doren o 50 new names nclding suchcventally
imporan ones s B. . Shelo, Alfd Kaves, ad, of course, e
Canee Famiy and i Rodgers*
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enormous sums to dance orchestss and il sors of people who
o' Sing. Thy wee tops and thy coudn' afod o e making
electon for S35 ach. 5o s, Okay,ten make S50 spee, 0
{ha e the i f 50 for & recouing. | could have e i fo-
Rl Bt n cary age T hd the snse 10 conform (0 whsteve the
company waned. | never trew away money, bt 1 6d pa 3 low
oot of S50 sciction, which was oy umnecessary. Most o
e expcted 1 ecord for poting. On (0 of i 35, f couse |
v them royahy on ther selections. They thought i was manns
from hesven.”

‘Accomparie by his scond wife, Anis Gsnder, who'd been s
secretary. d twa Victorengineers, Pece aived n Brisol around e
end of the thind weck in Jly and prepared o sta e recording
Sessions h fllowing Monday uly 25. 1 can' el you why | pcked
Britol.” he o an erviewer ltr It just seemad 0 be 3 lkly
501" As s, Peer's inicts were god: Bl ke Ashevile,
Wa the center of a egion feile with musica sy, ad out of
Victor's esson that summe came some of the fnex and st
exampls of naie Amerkcansong. Pec' prmay nteest in odime
music i bome o by he Bisiol Herld Couriers snmouncement o
vl i wich i s ot hat 1 o scion of the Souh have
theprc-war ek and old mountineer sons ben et pesesed
han i the mouniais of Exst Temnsi and Soubwest Vigin,
experts decae, and 1 s primaily fo his reson tha e Vicor
‘Company chos Bisiol s i opratng base.” Comenely. the ity
e hrdly he s vilage ofen depced i e e 2 counry
s Historie. Wil poplation ofsome 25,000, i was  terminal
oo o the Norolk & Weaer ad th Souther sy i bosted
e iy newpapen, e collge, and i fourt bsinss.

For i operuions Per located a bldiag t 408-10 St et
on the Tennsse side of the horughiare diviing the town: the s
Wi st o e st rom the bosrdnghouse opesed by Jack
Pirce’s mother. The sccond foor, e from time o ime 3¢ 5
warchous by the Cox Hat Compiny. was empty exept (o some
elves o millnery materils, and i vas there tha he Vit
engincr set up e cquipment anda et pino. A sl sy i
e Sunday edtion of the local newspaper oherved tha “several
il kow mativ recod makers il come 0 Bl this week o
{econd” 4 Pe began sssons e ncst oy it i sl s,
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ight with him. 1 tld i it car on way o aoter, hit we'd
15 10 et some stff togeter ou own selves, you know, s f we
coud ot something. So Jmmie stormed ot of th bossdnghouse and
wen o Per and asked i e coud ecod lone,and Per sgred. |
emember after the argument, Jimmie i, Al righ, Georg, 111
st sng one myslf.*He caled veryone George. And he e

Ralph Per saw the ffi from 3 ifret perspecive. As e lter
econsieciedevns.  appeared 0 b hat Jme b e merly
“Sort o a bus oy i o oadside stand .., Norh Fok Rsor " and
Tl n ith the b nly 3 e ofgting rsnsportstion o
Bristol. L ever heard hat i pefomed at ll i esturat.
sid Per, 1 think he was s & bos boy. But at any e - he
duced thes boys o come down 10y or 3 econdin, 50 ththe
cou come alog himself. A of ourse, i only e was 1 e st .
memberof the group.and 1 busied htup. But ot 0 sht ot i,
i et the ecods wouldhavebee o g f e had sung with
b roup because e was singing nigger blcs and ey were doing
oldime fdde musi. Ol 5nd war - they don't i

Pecr sud tht ‘when the group s audiiond, he ralzed tha
Rodgers was obviouly ying o put sorelin ovr on e, Of course
Lsaw through this right away, bt 1 't el i tat b was ke
He came in wilh his suing bad, and they were goig 1o b the
econing artstsand e wasgoing 1 sing with tem. Bu he wasan
indiidualis, he had his own styl, 50 it would't . witha burch of
i, you know, it was %0 good And the selectons—this siing
and, thy st s the dance s S5 1 say. |l i h.
s fker | quickly e ot that ' d justwsd these fllows 0
ring him over, 50 in oder that nabody's Ielings would be b, |
econded the sring b, gave then four [scally oy el
clctions . _hen gt Jimmie bk aone nd ecorded him. -~
Pec dmited hat syrmpathy was partly s mtive | dd fcl oy for
Jimmic o he st g found. | s whathe was ing o pt over, 408
Fsid o mysel, 1 hve o help i ellow sl can, ba e nly vy
101 s 10 malke o st f recordings. This wasal  pew dal for
Victor, hey did'thave any oldime e msic, s0 1 kncw if 1
recordd fourselections by the band (hat it would e weful ey
So1 6l that and T go i of them quite carly and 1 think [ b Jimmic.
come bck a nightand rcord. Elsewhere Pes recouned it was
e when 1 eard i perform wilhout the unsiable ccompani.
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“The immie Rodgers Eteranes v i Britl o he aficroon,
of August 3.7 They wen dictly 1o Mrs. Pite’s bossdnghouse.,
Where they deponted Carrie nd A, fler tuning up. their
nsirumens, thy wen across the et 10 se P The sesion
ey hd b one of the gt oes, wih only six number recorded
oy two groups, so Pee had e 1 audiion e Enterainrs on e
S, He was ot much imprssed by the dace tnes they'd been
Playin ¢ Nort Fork, bt Jmniesonviced i hathey could come
up withpleny o oldime numbers, and Per agred 0 umnge  ime
or tem 1o ecod the et .

“That night the musicians g0t (ogcthr at the bosringhouse o
eheane. e had shcady Snaounced s incntion oflaving e
o 4 heading, ot 50 thre aose the qestion of how ey
Woul e billed o he ecords ey were sbout 0 make. Rdgrs's e
& nominl eader of the bend had alvays been omewhl s,
ot fo seers months th oce-and-fure Teaneva Ramblers had
followcd siong. oping that i gomises of biger nd et ings
Wouk work ot Looking back, hey coud s thath'd nginered
precios few ayin obehe North Forkcngaement being 3 e
xcepion—and eve wors was et gerl feeling et 5 usician
he sy was't i thee league. Now tey were o home rf, and i
o mood 1 have e spoght hogged by » scond e e who
ke o, produced e, 4 coud e 0 sy put. No oe was
mor awas of his sy poston than Rdgers el s evienced
Ty e fct it it s e o it s he e of billing. Accoring
1o Claude Grant, “At some poit. {whie they were reheaing that
evening) immie brought p the question of how woukd w record;
ol b Jimmie Rodsers and the Entranrs” or wha™

“Th answer was & quick and frm . Clae, 4 ey gong st
‘ho spparaty ied 1 at 38 mdino, suggesed ot they e “The
Tennevs Ramblers” and et the paiculr vocalist—himset or
Jimmie—wih th mumbers ht each sang. imae counered Wik
i Rodges nd the Grant Brthers.” whic o o fked. One
{hing e 10 ancter, and tempers ared. OM wounds etween Jck
Grat and e wee reoened, sppaenly sicmming fom Jmmic's
casal approch o hanling fances 30d paing il he gro0p had
o up bk in Ashevile”

Finly Jimmic 0l Claude, 1 ca't gt slong with Jack. | bfeve
T st 10 make a recond by mysel some way. Jus sing with
i Clande, who was sympathetc o both sids, sid i wasal.
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meot. e e hat e i v eronsl and ol s,
and 1 hought his yodel slone mght spll scces 1 consdered
Rodgers 10 be one of my best bets

s sccoun § o' be ke 3 fce vale, Peee himself wss
resposiie fo the sparaton of Jimmie Rodgers from te Temnevs
Rambles. motivated by 3 i relizstion that they wer istched
) the fact tht b et Somy for Jimmie, and ) i percpion of
Rodgerss superi pocnti These motves e ogical and oty
credble i lgh of e devlopments—lihough one might wonder
Why i Pec was 0 “lied” wilh v’ e, he recoded oty
w0 ides, Wik the Temne Rambers, allowed 10 perform st 0
nobody's fclings would b hrt,” ot thee. Unfortunaily. Peer's
version difrs mateialyfrom Clae Grans. Even mre oubling.
e ime sequencs elted by Peer and by Grant sr not bome out
by the Victor fes or master mumbers.

Howeser, i the o sccounts e uniaposed ad sllowances are
made for certain emos o act esulingfom faly memores, i seems
cear that what sctually ook place was simply a chai of fotitous
coicidnces. AU auiion on August 3, e ealzed halhe group
was ot cohesive whoe, bt he mad 50 e 0 rsalve B
prblem, inendng o desl wih it omehow when they howed o
Tecord. Tha igh he sroup argod on s own and spli up. Ths it
Iy even have b it ol i e reted e the nest.
day (Wednesdy, Augast 4) when he appered slone 10 sck an
i, This encounter presumably ook plce i the morning. nd
Rodgrs became th s st 0 econd hat day,scontng 1o Vicor's
s, the session began 1 200 pm and laced unil 420 S
Rodgers made his st record—ind history—wih e fnfare, b
Wi comsidrable ity (sraton, and swes. Geting tho sngs
own poperty o he wax mastrs e two a3 alf hours and
even akes e than any thr s, 1o ew, was permied
ing the Bl sssions

“Thse reconds were made unde pimiive condiions even by the
sandurds o only 3 few years aferwand. Y, 45 Pct was Quick 1o
pointcut hirty yers e, the recordin cqupment vas ascaly
Sime s hat s for decades, il the v of e and
Sixcen-rck mixing comsoles: “Nodhing htve Know e [1959) it
e it know then. 1 was all deeloped by Westen Elctic nd
ey had i prey much reined” The tumeble sl was asally
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Looking for 1927

Yo know ot i the South when the wiiressat breskfst sy,
Toast o biscuis?” and bings s, oo, wibowtakin, Regardles
of hat s you xde,you plate arives wih  mown of g i he
e o . Inherrsl West Texs of my roing p, g1 mesnt
omemace hominy. with sn serd afease of e d sh, 3 |
louhed thern. Bt hese 1, despite g Holday [ gris, e the
el g, with  poddle of ot s n the e snd ot he
Fightancun f g, whit and scamy and genle 1 the cary-vier
moming palte Afer the gt and scranbled cigs and counry
Causage and 2 fourh cp of cufee and all the ews I can slean
from. yestnday's Meridian Sar. the word Jooks 1 fle beier.
Ouide, it anary i he Dcp South, rying 0 be winer b ot
succcdin vy wel. The ks ae ko and rey. with daopish mist
e disance and et il gening o ok ght s i Esli,
at down, 1 shivered coming over from my oo (0 e e, bk
0t s ot el because of the wester, and now & ght ket s
ampic agans he clen, clet ai. 1 Tike the weater. The world i
cncompasies ands out in stong refe, ungible 4nd immedit.
familaeven n s strangenes,gabic gry ad lled with ol s
Fdexpected. Asan omen, hoveve, e weahe i eutal Things can
0 e way. And this i »cay that egan ol without misgivigs.
Th uip i  plgmage, of sons, bu 1 am ot much o washipig
at shies.
From my seufecopy of e Holday lan Distoy, L hve ied 10
et my beanngs: “Darin 14 mi Key Fickd 3 i fe. s
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e somg's acily pacfis messag deified i s the procductof s own
time,the Twentes il hat ad b s 1 of No Man's Land 1nd
leters writen by commanding officers o repot the deths of koved
ones. Thre was a cran ok pety qalty 1 i, 00, i phrases e
“gokdcn fingr in. Never mind s i was e Song s by o
mle hings hadn ot s sopisticated tat amyone wouldntice.
Like most of e other songs tatwould be credied 1 Rodger, “The
Sokdie's Swectear” was ot 50 mch composcd s simply compiled
Bt thre cold e no misiaking the power and genuine cmaion in
e endiion o .

e was sulcienly impeesed with e song ad S, fred by
he fver in i veis 0 well a5 by his percanial opdmisn, widy
promised thar, gven  few days, he could have dasens mor Songs
ready. Bt of course they Gt ave that . dme._Fecr nae
schedled 1 move on to Chaloe—so or  aing ey setied o he
‘yodelin ulby,“Seep. Baby.Sieep.” it Jmie had mads gopule
o0 WWNC, sithough Per was non 10 happy tht the son was in
public domain and, he fel, uncopyrighabie” I has been thought
hat Rodgers' vrsion was only 3 ple miaion of Rk Pucket's
1924 recodin (Columia 220.D), bt i fct the two performncer
ave e i common excpt the e and  similar wne. imie was
bviusly fmilla with Pucket's recordin, bt i Iy re derived
fom other soucesund modified 1 ighight s i, melodic yoiel.
Pucket’s raw, often hollow lsto suflers by comparso, snd it
rendiion acks the driving claity of Rodges's, aloogh e faws
may e tiutd n part th scusticalproces by whic he s
econd v made

(Caric compained tht “Sleep, Baby, Shep” was 3 “housa
e laby.” ns of those “quint od-tmey thins” hat woukd
only bore he publc* Eventally, whe tere wa spculton 5t
‘hy e had 5 picked a sure e ke °T o Txas” for i st
recond. she would o Jimmie'sressoning: b fsrd hat the aichy
Iyric o a “ble yodel” ightderact atcion from h culity of is
e and guia, and he wanied Victor's “eciding bowd” 10 e
him ol on i performing abiky. I they do bappen 10 Tk
me—my voice and my. playin'—and thse ety 00 Tashioned
umber, e said.“why then ey ave s eoogh 0 koo | can
putoverll those old bl hings, scotimental o rowdy.” Moch
isdom in hat—but cne o be ure whetbe s forsight on
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e same desig s theane usd e o acouical ecordings s
v by welghts sspendedfrom  owerrisin some i et ff e
oor st ke 3 cuckoo clock,” said ee), 3 syt which, wih the
addion f a mechanica goveror, insured 3 constant e o spcd
il o rete precision hanether & s o an lcrc oo, the
Taterbeing suscepibe 1 e loss and other variations i caren. AS
Poc. poited out, 8. was i pracicall hundade, wih he e
consucted so it couldbe folded upsnd rnspored nthe wunk of
o, “The clecria cquipment s st 8 seprue pane b e
id, “very much ke ht s today We were Sbe o imalate room
{one or ke i o, we could 0 i et ecai we hd condenser
e cqipment” I Bristl this s foanate, fo he S il
was simply b brestokroom, furnshd with potin o
microphone o & stund,  lght and-buzer combinaton by which the
ensincer sinsld the perfomer to begin, and many cobic et of
“ronone." id Clade Grant, “The acoutcs i bound 0 have
been bad. 1 don't see how thy g te el "*

Sound quality was ane of Per's lessr womis 5 e underok o
plan  econdin ssson o he excted young Misssppin wih the
ianin grinand dark adanc i i yes. Pcrsbaines wasbasd
on fiingsongs hat coud b copyrighted, and immie Rodgershad 3
decidelylmied repercire. “We o3 s smos el
Pose wrte e, “bcaus ncrder o cam 3 i n Aheville, be s
singing mosly songs rginaed by the New York publshers—the
Curmt Nt Lte i b obvious hat tht s Jmi'snarsl
incinaion: e would aways considerHimsel( 3 “populas enerainer
and i o, when he evenualy foun i, Ly in s bty 1o e
{berdions nd the e, A the momén, howeve, b win ready
101 whateve was necessary 1 seze e pporanity before i, st
5 Uroughou is caee b would bend 0 ny commerial brere—.
a1, 5 e a ot tam i o gae. Pec cxplined what he ncded
10 5ot over”ontcordeome of s B sl 1t s coching
on ik wildire, bt i had o b e ot s w0 they cold gt
‘composer royais Jimmie recalled the oldBallad, sung 10 he tuneof
“Wherethe River Shanon Flows, " ht h'd worked on e ears
ki memoryof is by chum, Sammy Willams. a cisualtyof
he Grest War, The ol tone 4nd i senimenclty of “The
Sokdie's Sweetbear” were popely archae, yet (b menion of s
il Geman war” (Hingly ronounced by immie 35 “wawh) nd
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Ding the spring of 1927, Per began 1o plan amdher recording
expedion ot the South n aly Jane he el sone trough he
arget are, sclecting likly s, amangng daes with some of is
regulan, 1nd searchin oul nw tlknt. A phonogragh dsier n the
Temnevs Ramier’ hometown of Brisol gave b the s of &

famiymamed Caier sty Mces Srngs, Virginia, wbo hd bcn

rying 10 aange n adiion Wi Bk heogh o exchan of
e, hey agrcd to come 1 Bl for 3 ryout wih Peer the
llowing month." I afer towns he contacied ratio staions, music
stores, and recond delers, ventvaly inig up ecoding Gt i
Brisol, Chariote, and Savanaah fo July and August

here had b cuory dicusion withVitor oot he et o
such nderakings. Whie working for Okeh, Pee's csublised
practic hd ben 0 offer his hilbilly discoverics e sandard royally
Srngement 3nd 10 pay them 3 fla “pefomance” fc of S35 3
Sde—They wereglad 10 gt " e sid. Sowhen Not Shiketaked
i how mach money e would nd for  feld tp, e ol him.
“Well, | o't hak 4 worbwhie ules 1 can do a1 e siteen
recondngs. 4 have 0 give them about 40 for that, ad i°d ke
ot people . probably cost 3300 for sveing xperses.”

‘Shilkas was inigrant, Yo can' ke any recordings fo Vitor
525 apice " he said.“That'sJust ety oo hesp. 1 might et
out, and e coukd't sand tht ki of publcty.” Recallng the
ncidnt yeas. ltr, P chocled “Victor, o coune, was the
company hat had [Nele] Meba . Carvso and they paid out
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Pee retumed 10 New Yook, qite discouraged ove the seeming
impase. That riht e sat down and, dawing on what he'd leaoed
o the Okeh feld recording ps, ostined 3 ln of scion. His dea
W o Bave vt consequences, o el for s o e, b o
Bt of counry music and e recorting. indusiey 4 3 NPol,

N b eslied, o bck s Pl John'srecondin of “The
ik O Log Cabin i he Lane " hat while e song might bave s
illoncopes or Al Guck bac n 1919, by the e Twenis the
ket for "l old sndards” was very lmed. The sppest
i rom son 10 son, bt Peer'scary. e s experence ilh
ke had leady shown i ht (a e put 0 the dys of standrd
‘socalsts makingreconds of “Home Sweet Home' ™ wer long pas. O
Carson's frs e Per would tay, ~“The OId Hen Cackld” wa al
igh, tht s very well known. Bt Licle Log Cain i he Lune’
s 10 well Known o cverybdy, it wasan old minstrl song. Bt
et when | worked with Fidin o, | would' et i record
3 hing ke "Silver Theads among the Go”oraything tht lady
o widedsribton.He hd  reperore of bt thre undred s
i you've never heard of before things h'd acquied i s cirus
day, Tom other perfommers. OF coune. thy were pow 4l dly
copyrighed and ptover 4 nw songs. Tha' where | st developed
0 des et 1 ' wan any 00 mterial o standrd songs”

o the midt of hat casal comment, wleced st 4+ a0
arough, s the momenious des, the key el copyrghied
and put ove s e sonp.” T, Pec evenually ealied,  the
i for the whle ines—the reord hsinss is founde o
Taday. Il comes fom i poit, hat | never cordedan csablishel
clcion, L hvays e ongeting arists who could wie el wn
masc ™ When e was working with Carson, however, he foll
implications o copyright had not yet hi i, In Carson's s, Plk
Brickman ecame the copymghtowner,Pcr, 5 he il vasquich
10 poit out, was workin for Ok 0 3 iright sy and hd o
ndncal st ncopyights o roalies. | ' partcipte at
e sid, “except tht 1 made 3 good showing for the company ™
Peaps e i was rewand cnough o e bl 0 52, s e ofen i
ke credit for disconeing ai of 1"

e relzation that “sscnally (i was theBuinss of copyrighs”
ccame e foundation of Pee' nascen pan. Bt xen before he'd
come o underand he sinular vlu of copyrights sprt rom any
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royalty and paid 0 whoever conrolled he copyright. I some e
{nsances h recpicat s he compser Bimsell, it move commonly
w3 music poblihing fim. In the case of e caly Wby
discoveic 1 Okeh, thre b been o publisher” st all
Brockman st himsef up in that ol aking ove the copyrights of
Carson d thers he'd discovered, and comequenly resping bt
o only from sls of shct musi bt als fom he “mechanical”
i by Okeh, More importan, with the opyrghts assgned (0 i
Brockan conroled, and 100 1 gain from, all e we of the
materil inclucing copyrght enewals. Atsbo i i, Pt began
10 undrsand he vale of merely hlding e 0 ownership of  sng
Given e twin necssis o g ew e and ofhvig 0oy
oyalie 0 cachcomposr, he conluded tha i vas esentialyhe
busines of recondin ... reistring] new copyrighs The Vil
corllay s, ofcous, i sxsom h'a e preiousy: ever by
S Copynght, bt merey secure n ssigament of i in retur for the
promise of future royalties. Originlly this arangement hd ben
formultd simply a a necesary method of deling wilh amatcur
aists nd composers, o sare & profable ad coniming souce of
material whie ostensibly prtectingthe compose rom exploation by
any i party. As  salaid cmploye of Ok, et 1 that tme had
o il suke in any of hse pracices
Latr, however, 38 . obrsd the inticacies of copyrght
provisions with Brocknan's cxample before him, Peer relzed the
e signficance of the scemingly minor fsture that alowed 3
composr 10 s is copyright 0 Someone e the ssgnmen wis
pracicaly o good s ctngh owoeri. Wha with subsciry rights
indrenewls, i might prove v more valuble over s priod f .
I fct, i the asignec could somehow act als 35 “publicher’—an
admitedly mior role where iy music was concerned-—he coud
ctully collect thre imes 13 machon eordssone s te omposer
(05 pecent versu 25 percent of the mechinicalt) wilh 50 cach
invesment il “This vas my conception sarting this iy
g, Per said lcr, “and 1 cost e housands and howsads of
olls becave 1 could have just s casily bought [h copyrighs (o
525 cuch, o ken them for noing, 45 fa a5 ht s But
was' quie that gredy, and theretore 1 bull up the
W 4 st ttagn, o i ot he ' ave ke
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oer considerations, he had evolved  practice that was 1o form.
a ecesary corollary: “Never buy 3 copyrigh” In the ferely
competiine world of popala music. supply s shvays exceded bt
Gemand sty Wah ordes of hingy compors ggng i
wok, pablshers n the arly days of Ti Pan Aly were shie o ick
& kel tun from the thowsands ofered and, wiboot paying any
dvanc, sig the anxious unesmih 10 3 vaguly worded “comict
hat vasofen e more thamanopto. I e publisher succecded n
eeing xposre for the song (sl by offring it fee 0 some.
Cblishd perforner. adding b indocements whe necesary),
and i the tune showed. signs of ctching on, the pubiiher then
aemptd to comvince the composer 1 sl the song owrigh, or 55
Tl 4 possble. AsPer xplined t, The pblsher would sd for
e wrier nd he'd ther ke i o nd e i mes o get i
ko something bt e would evenully cnd up by boying the
copyrigh for, say. SI00. He already knew it was gong [0 be &
e, you e, e cands were Sacked sganst hese e, they
' Know whatwas 0ing on > Fom the beginning Pt disained
b practice, resiving (ht “you jst ca't do  contcing bosness
it composers” on thatbsis. A ommercial il musk vohed.
Pee ecognized ht th sution s execilly crocial 1 ht s
No single hillily number, egardes of i sppesl, was kel (o
mtch  “pop? song innational sals; hereore e seet of nancial
Scces lay in“Tpeatbuinen™in culvating perfomes who ould
i theit own matral o consistely prodce i rom tadionl
cilher of which gualifed for copyrigh. Pee saw hat,
iough be might buy  song ouigt from  promising composer,
other poblishers would invaraiy s i and. if necestry. e e
ani 10 e the wrier sy Moreoner, 1 & pariclar une happened
1 beat the o and become it the composer would fkely ex-
pect  shae o the riches regadis of what he'd been pid for e
s Eihr way. there would b hard felings btween compoer
and publiser
(Consequenty, Pect had begun 10 insist on & oyalty contct. s
{erm ssgned the copyrigh o Okeh s the mominl “publier” sxd
sipuled that a royaky of 005 per ecord was o b pid (0 the
composer. 3 Whenerer compose yalics had boc peid by recrd
companies inthe s, the fgure was sandad: it amounied 025 er-
Contofhe2¢ per ecod et ide by the manafocture 5 “mechaical”
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he copyrights “for nebing.” n retun for e royales (amount
ofen unspeified). he go them snyway, i prope, lgal Uransactons
and with hardly any cpial oty

5o by indsing on pew maerl and lesning fovard riss who
could produce it for . thei own comporions, hat crsd the
vl ililybusioes,snd st o th igger,” Pece . the
cas o “so-calledllily,” th concenfos e sons whichcould b
copytghed was ater fonically complicatd by the ot that the
maor strction of ealy peformerssoch a5 Carson and Whiter was
el ld Tushioned mosagic qualiy. appealing 1 their aulencs”
longings for days past and  smple, vamhed wy of . Per, with
s lon experience in the rcoring industy and bis e businss
mans sens f what wouldsell, was uniqely sutd 0 resoe this
cemin paradon. To hese qaleswere now added e swareness
ofhevalueof oiginl il and 3 detemination t ea iy with
st and compasers Hindsght alows u (0 see mere clery the
et of what e was surly o busy snd 0 es ot o cre
Sbout. Prssued o produce el htwas e ... copyghiable
e smchow authentc 1 et Iemperumen and (ions aspng
s soch s Jimmie Rodgersad the Care Famly ] back o
w0 cbvious soures cithr they dredged up i, altfrgoien elics
of e past, o thy composed arignl songs et sounded ke the old
nesmusic tht connected wih the pastand exinded he tradion.
T the frt proces, vaushe fol mteril was pesevd. ften
mproved upon; e second, ntivegers was gven 3 s nd
 cretine ouet tha it would therwise hve lcked. The limste
consequence was 10 signiicaly iflence e evluion of 8 maor
egment of our native culrs—it populsr - 1 s bk
s tht Shapd the futteof countey music a boh sty and
i fom

AV time, Bowever, is cvenual role in isory was o Il
concen o Ralh et ¢ e st maling over his experieces i the
recond business. e peeded b, and he workd's greest phonoraph
Company had it trmed im down, eying (s  couldt afford 0
oy i hat e was vorh. | was e discousge, becsuse tere
Seamed 1 b an impenetable wal.” o recalled. "5 | st dow
ot e pargraph eer and i tht 1 had conserd the mater
ey creful, nd that ssotally his s the busioes of recording
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etap the e sicp i e r-megece of Jimmie Rdgers 5 an mporat
ionl g s e S s i of iy s Rt s
1957 Gy s o b e e nd bt hsorial e 1 1995 Keh
Camdine presred i on.n a show My T A Long: T i Rodges
Sty b s oo ol e L e g el oo

e e o oo s v s s plncle o st S 197,
b Rock s Rt Fare e oot s il e, s Coe Wesrs
Resre Unray i fres s Clvelad o prset “Wating o o T i
Rodens A3 weskedconferece o saseics s e s N
ol s i it cned 5 o e 1 Rodger's Ongin
gy Rodgersd Rae 1 Imaes of Rager s A ” n el vl
g concert rought the vt 0 s Rl e, wih RikySkas. Gy
Clak. i D, Stee e, LvonHl, i Pri 35 dorenoher o
o ot ke e v i Rdn s

Simhancouy. Bob Dy EQyn Columba st ecsed The Songsf i
R A bt s wie pecnof cntrmpy s, o U7 Boso.
0 iMoo 1 v Ea, Wike N, 4 Dy bl eponssing .
g and vty of Rodges's fene, Th Woskigon P rochind b s
e e in Ak popu i i chod by Nowteek, b 1 Lows
P Dpich, o Dl Tleraph i Lodon, snd s e poicaions e 104
e, Perhags, ough. he 0 el prot o Rodges's e b e s
et cont b coned i ditiv el omanens s Qe
g s whos g rndprns s of besng i e

On g ot e Rodgers b ot b .

e
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expediion 1o the Sout, o his ld familisr samping grounds
“Actually, ey came 1o e or ecommendations,” he reled, a0
L5 1 hould ke i n southers ey 4 nd plces where
1 ould recondand you'll have 0 supply me with prtable ecrding
machin” Asked fhis wasan oribodox pocedue, he replicd, It
‘wasunkpown. Only Okeh had ever done . Viete] would£0 01 10
record, for example, the San Frncisco Symphony Onchesirs during
e Word's Fie, bu it wast 3 remendous (hin, and they were
never st with he gencral econding] s, S had 10 pt o
e though ht e illly recoring it e h same ity 5
Conso. .

Peer's il fld excursion o A, Memphis, and New Orlans
by and Mach, 1927, was aken p rgly il gospe singes.
andrace” ariss lhough i o rsulid i he s rcorings  he
Geogia Yellow Hamaers and the Carolin Tar Hocls (G Foter
and Dock Walsh,group it would <oy sustainedsuccess d eir
{he panthon of il pioncers. Sel, thre s the pervsive fecling
i New York and Camien tht the sirfce had hrdly b scrtchc.
Somewhere out there was anher Fidli Joha Cason, snoter
Veron Dalhan. Or even betr, someone who combined e best
qualiies of both—Fiin’ Joh's authenicty and Dlhar'scormr-
alsavy. Someone who mightcven make by music e more
espectable whle selln los of recods

1. R, o o, Mt Ve W i R Jooon, b
B e 570730 S s Rt G, o F s Pt
s Lo, 159, .9

R i P 215 0

e R Ly ——
e o e o Ve . O e
e i o oy g o, Nl i, i
e e o k. et po o gy dn
e L e o e
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5 M p. 122, Tdn colltrs ik o g $10 s o Ty
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new copyrights, and 1 would be willing 10 o fo work for her for
noting, with the underandin ht ther would e 20 obections
81 conlld these sopyrighs

The reply from Canen came by retum il Per's offe was
acceted. He was 0 1 et in ouch wilh Nat S, Vicor's
reconding direcor in New Yorks “So 1 went i 0 sce Nat, who s
ready s fend of mine, andhe sud, Well, | dot know what 0,
ha do you wan 1 do? And | s, | ave 0 gt shold of some
Hillilis and bring them 0 0 rcord ther”

As Per's sutemnt indicaies, recordng i the feld was not
nialpart of e plan. I Marh, 1925, Shilat himsel had take a
porable unit 1o Houstonad New Oreans, bt the nly il who
homed up wes Captain M. J. Bonner, “Th Texas Fddler,” snd the
v ides he recondd then wre the anly oncs be ver made. Victor
had it rputaton o proet, and the company was gencally
disatified with he technial quality of eotings made on he
porablecqupment. During the middle Tweies Vit sesions vere
Rekin'i. Lo, Chicago. Slt Lake Cty. and s various poits o he
West Cosst, utly und conditions smmwhat more sble thanhose
‘ich the Southem unitswouldcncouncr, bu ey wereneverteless
ooked upon wilh lite favor by th. commites which disied
econing opertons.

Peer's i contibution o Vico's il lst was spparey
Kelly Harel, whom e had,inefct, rought wth him fom Okch
Hamel rconied i Victor's New York suos i Jue, 1926;he was
followed in September by another_former Okeh anist, Emest
Stonman. Late Per had mube remermbering ithe ofther, bt he
iy decided (ncomecly that Stoncman vas fit. * Emest
Stoeman and HisFamily.” | tink we caled thr, e s, “one of
{hos Iocal groups with 3 6 n h ackground. Nohing trily
excing, ot of coune s o0n s we pot therecord ot Victo okt
0000 OFcous. had fiurd hisall ut.Just  year rom it e
my oyl check wa  quarteof  millio dollas, thar's o s hice
month.”But b il were ko incoming i, snd e carved
N keep by armanging session for black musicas, inclding Bobby
Leccan and Raen Cooksey, whom he'd become: acquaned wih
Wi 3t Okeh

A the illilly ket cotnued o orishand e deand o e
it grow, Pee comvnced the Victr xccuives o mou an
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the Palace Theste on Times Square and s newsrel of Vi
ey cotes. Th lm reminded Brockanen o e well ko
inthe Atlantaares ety k! codger who worked i the el il
and pined houses fo a Ivin, perormed in oltical umpags,
made moonshin, and played oldime music over Ala'snew radko
taion, WSB. Brocknan mace 3 noe 10 himself—Fiddi John
Carson—ocal alept—le's record™—and pompl oo his ida 10
Okehexecuives. They BardlyKnew wht 1 make ofthe scheme; undl
bt time. commerial recodins had ever been uderaken otnide:
anestablshd sudio,with sl the ponderous euipmet nd ecesary
fing tht recrding supposedy rguired. However, Okeh'schicl
enginee, ChileHivad, had worked chsey with Edion himill
0 B ivers experience i the e, muchof  undercxperimenal
condiions. Hibbrd convinced his superios that recordings could b
made it snywhere, and h redily desgned and pt ogther he
cqupment that would b ecded. Accordingly. P and Brockean
ringed an expediion t0 Adnt,seing Hibbard ad his s,
Peter Decker, o Geogia with h equipment whle hey stopped over
in Chicago 1o stnd an Okeh desen” comvenion. A few cays e
Brockman amved, esed ancmpy ot on Nassau S, ad egan 0
ound up Fin’ John s ter local et for Pecr fo sudition

“This geerally accepted accoun of the Hisoric event focuses on
Carson s, subcauently. on Wiy masic-—as the prime ot
behind the it feld expediion by 3 commeril phanograph
company. Pe, however, tod 3 substantally different oy “We
“wen down thert 0 gt Negro tll,” e ssid.Ths elow (Brockman]
cgan scouing around bt 10 my amazemen h 't know of
Negro et he et o e loal Negro thester and e i o it
acts b mthing amouned 0 anyhing. % 1 began o swich off,
S0 s, et recond 8 Jocal dancs b, 've ot o dosormethi
oot i Fimalytere was his deal whre e wanked e o rcord 5
Singe fom lcal church. This ellow hd i g epuation 13
occaionally worked o th rdio So we st 3 dste wih his fllow
ot s s s i in some b o nd b s coudt ke
e dae 5010 ke up that ime, my st brovght in P’
o Cason, He sid Fiddin’Johhad been o te i sation 4nd
e o qute  olowin, He's elly ot o good singer, ot s s
whsthe's ot So he befinning of the hillly [rcoring ndusy
Was ot i efont 0 ke 0 some time. He would ever have
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neary descripive of wha ook plac, and Per was hardly alone 3t
e miraculos event

A theblcs schola Samuel Charers relats the sony. it was red
Hagar, ot Per, who was responsibe for the inial recordings by
Mai Smithn Febrary. 1920 Thoe recordings of something ew,
ol e blcs, s e howsand nd arid 3 freh boor n he
Phonograph industy. Peer's conebuon was simply 10 gie the
condings  generic ame—Race,” rthe than the oviouly more
Timiing “Negro™and 10 promote them vy, I is we hat i
cumsances were ipe, and hat Poct was quick o recognize and
xploit he apportanty. The ecod bosiess was sluggsh everywbere.
‘sl ofthe genral Bowmum of h postwareconomy.“Okeh was
b ough sp,” 3¢ he poied ot “They were ompetin wih
Vico and] Colunbia: and Eison was hen mpran. They were sl
ing maybe thre orfour millon recoeds e, which wis ovin.
Something ke his [Por’s nnovaion ws pesded becase Wik
ey ifcul i those days 1o compee” For is ol in thes evnts
Pecr would e be haied 55 n “unsng folkson collectr” nd "a
culural documentaian ofthe st rank, " but te man himsef was
Somewhat more direct abowt hs motvs. Making recods was &
busics, and profil, no poseiy, vas the icentie

Pecr's s brush wid iy msic came in March, 1923, whena
milland named Henry Whiter from Fris, Viginis, waled o
ke New York offc and anounced tht b was “he word's
reaest hamonica player.” Per t st ried o gt o of him, bt
vl gred o give i anaudion. “Fialy ook him dova 0
{he rcouding stdioand wer off bl doren oftese things. et
obsrvedltr, “and b was  reat harnoica playe, 50 doub about
" A the time, however Pec was apparenly ot 50 mpresed
Despie his recollcion hat “we isued e o o fcorlings”
Whir's et presings wer nfoc shlved snd mor s oot
unil the sensutionsl and que neapeced scees of Fdi’ Jobm
Cason's it Okeh records 3 few ool e &

“The events Iading 1o he reconding o “the st iy recod”—
nominally “The Like O Log Cain i the LaneOId Hen Cackied
ind the Roosier's Going 1o Crow” (Okeh 4590)—have been widly
Chrnicled. Accoding 1 th Sandard accoun, an Al frnitre
el 1nd Okeh recond distributor named Polk Brockman was on &
usines ip 1o New York nJune, 192, whenone cvening e visied
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nrcorded. Durng 1924 nd 1925 ece consolidaed Okeh's posiion
n couny. music by rcontng such pioeers s Emest V. P’
Stonenan, th Jenkins Fumily, snd Kely Harel. The It two.
‘would play oes nthe aly carer o immie Rodgers, fo Harreland
the Reverend Andy Jenkins were composers s wela peformers, 1nd
they became valuable souces fo e song el o Whih Pocr
e o dngment Rodgrs's meager reperine. And o course it was
urog this ime et P rcoudd & sothen o s from Gola,
Virinia, and dubbed them The Hil ilics,” ths exsriing Al 1nd
o Hopkins, Tony Aldeman, and Jobn Recor 5 “The Band Tht
Named the Musc

Lo i 1925 Poer's ssociton with Ok cded. 1 st f g i
e, e sid ltr, | iked myself 10 much. 1 was kg about
S16.000's yea,  young man, you se, i was 00 mueh morey, an
<oomous amoun of money. Tha would b cuivalet 0 550,000 how.
19591 S0 qui. I go o an argament with e prsident, who wasa
Jewis fellow named Heineman, 1 55id, ' tred of thi snyway. 0
Je's call . da." He though | was bflin because he could't
imagine anybody quiting 3 jb ke hat. Neverbeles, 1 st et
and walked o0

With money in the bank, Pee was able (0 vcaton for seversl
months, Confdent tht be could ke hispck of ok and resume s
bunes carer at wil. Ther fallowed, howerer, 3 suceesion of
fiaes and limed venvres ha It him, 3 he It admited,
“lomewhat ervous snd depessed.” He spen b perid 5 et
manager or a new sporsca amed Norma, “whichdida' work o
e thn came up with scheme 1 mrke sple pesntionvide, bt
coud ind o backers.Faling back on i years of experence i he
Bhonograph busines, e raveled down o Camden ad pproched he
pecpc at he Victr Tlking Machine Company “They found i very
et 0 lk 0 e, b recalled ber, “becasse of the epormons
ey ha 1 would expect. They said, "Why, the teasrer f our
company has teen here for twentyseven yers nd be oy makes
57,500 year 1 found ou e tht he got  S26.00-yearboms At
any rate, Ty were tyng 1o hie e for sbowt 85000 3 year OF
Course 1 had what they wated—ey could't gt o the hilbily
usiness and knew how o do .| Knew everytin tey eeded, and
'vas senible novgh ot 0 0t werk o he Jost 8 1 work.
But | couldat make + deal We did' g anyplace
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ecommended Fiddn' o cxep hat we ad  vicant de and e
i wouldoenvs have b k.S | cam ht here i
Sy e comeced Wi Ik oo my . 0 on i par

" e e o 14, 13 Whes oy e o merechte.
Bk, Fer, nd Fidle b de hosy. In roroec,
Lo bl Brockan d Cason i mind ol ong, o .
ony o avare of h respos he would oty gt o Per, the
Notber b, 1 b conied i ety it fowe 41
e and i e e, ndcd, Pt it scion s it
e et et Rl e iy S 0P o i i
Copis th Brocknan wa wiling 1 o o loa el ot b
ehed 1 i e st e et o 0 pce 18 Ok
g 5 When Brocean (nd oo e ) xer o
Veek s caled fo o, P gond s, f 2
b fore i o o 3 o g whn e e i, e
imnedtlybough it o Car o N You o  nghy
inconingseson nd gocd i o sn scuie Ohe ot A
Rome ot o bservd.“es v rcefl cough, wen ¢
proved i wiong. 10 il 1 one o - G ey
o's et >

e ke ofFdlin Jo's nespcid sucoss, el e
e e pesing f ey Whiter. o | brovght Wher back o
NewYork fo e econins, | Gcocrd e dope o
g So g ok econd whre h woukdan 3 chos
oy chrus: ALl hese ings were s imple, bot sy had 10
et I s o shays ey o know e Per s e i onc
of e of contessenion, it s gt vel k. e win
evloing, from sty snd b expericne, chiqus of
Songn i erin Dt woud o vl s 0t 860
ettt ol sl o h o of commeral

ity i s ok P Jo Cason o Heary Whe, bt
e phmonion of ponabe recordig thk wouk ey 1 o st
g vt o come from Ok 192 s AlREh
e cxct oy f Pescoing e s for hat company b 6
e e, cary 1925 e hd e at sttt s o
Mt 2ndan o Dl In e s b covered 3 et of
{mponkat sy it b black snd whte, hose contmtions 0
R eviopng. mameam <o voul oherwie e, £500
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What withtei owlhed pistls and swichbades and peart handied
roos. The eviewer was Edward Abve Nis, who, o st the case
iy, was on f the bes ieds of Amrican 1k nd opular misic
of the day. and o of the very few 10 wrie iclgenly and
Sympatetcaly oot juzz. bloc, and cler fedgling fomns of
econded cotesinment. Nl had brod Irestsand 8 geerous
e, but e colturl chasm sepratin i e 533 Wal St awyer
from e o couny s and il wals was ofin simply 00
st 10 bridge. By th tme of “Blue Yodel N, 3. e hd Rodgrs
properly catgorized " Whie Man Gone Back”, bt s ll disgsed
one o condescension sogscstd e he'd merely eslized ht these
\wee st god ol backfc jokes—and f ey were't partclaly
fuy. well, hat was pan of the Whic Man's Burken. Rodgerv's
“inging and putarig,” he wroe,“ue s cin and azy s cver, bt
{bel neds 3 Eagvite, for e is unning shot of verscs” When
Profesor W. C. Handy, i is boiled shit snd frock i o, wrvse,
“Thote s hat even’su g0 down.” i was e e bt whe
Jimmic Rodges sang i, i spparenly wast. eshapa the pasage o
e and the falling ey of many clas and rcil disicions have
llowed us aser nigh o the compleies of the sitaton, yet he
Sspicion rain ht what i usicaly whieorback rescs ll (00
ol i the s of the isenr. The dekte ver st wht consius
“bles” il contns, but we coud do wose ha s o he impl.
ancien defniion tht Jmmie Rodgers 100k o hean, and sang oot
“liimie's Texas Bles™ “be bles it noshing bt & goodman
focing bad.”

i Rgh Pee's account it b taken at fce valoe, “Bive Yoder
provd b e scperof Rodgers's second sssio, recorded mae ot
ek 33 an aferthought 0“6l n” hecaue they <id ot have <novgh
material. Wihoutacully claiming e credi, Pe lso managed 0
mply. that he wax responsible for naming e picce: “When we
recondd the s lue, 1 hd 10 suppy a e, and the name ‘o
Jodel came out ™! The phrasiag & vagu enough (0 llow e 1o
{hik ht perhaps Timie had some hand n it als. He would ot
become “America's Blue Yodler for some monhs et bl
accoding o Carie, the billng was suggested by & Washingion rdic
announcer. Billy Temelidicated tha i was using he frm s
cuy a5 1923, sthouh it sppears tht e thought of  then rber
casaly, s sometbing nok pariculrty uniqe, bt merely dscripive
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One canno know just how popule “Away Out o the Mourisin”
might hav beca by tself, bt coupled with “Bloe Yodel” i s0d
undreds of thousands n e gl releasc and bought Kely Harell
 heck for simost $1,000 s compmer's roaliesfr the A e
mons sles ™ The song’ intal impact was such that it wis
Coverd by o e hn Nthaie ikt s th VieorOrchests,
among sevenl otbers, in what sorsly. must have been 3 g
Joxtapoiion ofform i conten. Thesong et s imprin o 3 cven
mor widly known i i imila e, Hary “Mac” MClitock's
“Big Rock Candy Mouniils)” recorded the followig ycar
“The undisputed i ofthe session, 4d the proceype for 4 doren
isinive songs t Tllow, s o courc te song e alled T
for Texas”Isued a “Bli Yodel” it vas n amalgamation of od
s sanas which, i h bt radidons o he gnve, e hd welded
ogeter and refurbithed nio 3 ressonably consten namve of
rayed love and prjeted revenge. The manne in which e song.
was received by boih the reconding company and the. pubic s
Somenhat curous, howerer, and sggests 3 relevant commentry on
he contning debte over “lack bles” vrsis “whie s ” While
o one could seriously sugeest hat i Rodgerswas snabe Blind
Lemon Jeferon or Robert Jotmon or cven Fumy Lewi, his
peformance of “Blue Yodel nsofar 35 i 1 i, srous, and
authenic rendrig of the materal, i scarcely disinguishatie fom
{at heard on dorens of black s ecodings of the ime. Inded,
some o the crly eviewerswere aprenly cofused sbou he color
of Rodgers's skin. I i e that Hs guar is les exoic and his
eounciton clster han thtof the iehands and gandy daeers be
mulat, bt the same ra pa s ter, the same sense of ks and
efat, he same sl e of endurance. Abov al, "Bl Yodel
manfsts e suble esion that i the cor f the blos: t o comic
and tgic burdened and e, soul prisoned and o te same time
g by he very ct of proaouning onc's bondege
Rodgers' uhit audiencs, howeve, scem 1o have eard anly he
Jokes “Blo Yodel" for al s suces, was prceved a5 prody, o
bt 2 “novely song.” In pre-elese burs 1o s dealers Vit
ke th recond as “Popular Son for Comedian with Guiar” and,
incredil. prasd th artt for his“grotesque syle.” In 3 similarly
maddied Ve, one revewer, none 00 sure of he SgEF'spgmena.
o, refemd 10 “is engaing, melodios, and bocdiinty ‘Buc
o™ for ofcoure evryons Knows how vkt thoe blacks e,
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ot one’s bt i voice s michicvouly v the sk
Douien b wa well ware o e yodT s e o s crer ity
bt ong b worked o, e e cch Yo e
o s, sl v In st e S S snd
T ik vrion. he Ve Hring o sy s v v s
sy S, mking ot popalt e of e e sovd 3 1 ey
e a8 e warod g g et Rodges
Scling i perhgs th gty of o, ccrned by oy okl
vt it e i i g, e, 20t

Eveonally Rodgers and the yodel would become synomymous 0
millonsof Amercans. I the aly sages of s prfesional carer,
Rowever, i was sl sometin lss than n indispensabl prt of i
pertormances. He did ot yodel o the vey f sang he recorde,
“The Soldir's Swecthear,” and pparnty wis s sursed s anyone
s that“Skeep, Baby.Slcp.” wih . llay yoll, proved ¢ the
more popla e of the record. Wi cighicen oo s el
e ol cam that “Sicp. Bay. Slecp” ad s0ld e than two
millon copes:. by that e he'd bviouly come to spprcie the
Jodels sppea. Butof the st ix sids e recordd, e yode i s
ononly hree. With e immediste scess of ‘Bl Yoder htwiter
of 1925, Rodger ecame, ndelby. “Aercs lo Yodele. Fom
then el i dsth vinully veryfcordfstrd the yodel o ome
Tom of bt

Tromcally, Rodgers so popalized the yode tht witi  decade it
was a5 dead 25 Dalhars s songs, Kiled o by the wreihed
Chceses of a hore of s whor he Bl Yodeer ad st 10
‘walin and wasblin fom every honograph and rdi. For 3 tie i
{he Thirics o county singe couldhop 0 sucesd wthout the yodel
3 donen yer e 4 was o he scap hesp long withragtme, i
miatrs, and masical saws, a objec o deriion among auiencs
and pefomers alike. Eddy Amold rcaled the odgen who drawle
Wil sncer, “The demacd eemie Rodgas,he aught verah coonry
oy 10 yode.” pronouncing the il word i 4 mamner ht sggesied
0 proimiy 0 whie tash,hed i, and e ich  Today Rodgen's
yode s the most formidble b separsting him fom unoymp:
{heic modemn audercs, bu smyone willing 0 aprosch s work
on eqalfrms will o0 e 1 distinguish bt stage yodlrs
o Alpine s s the stentic voice, pue a5 imple, it spek
o Sl hunan sxperince.
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of wha e was doing: singing he blucs and yodelingbetween verscs.
T e, bis e yodels would become, 35 il Malone has ety put
it "Rodgers unique conribuion 1o American folksong ™

T yodel el s beenthe st o xtended et aman s
i schas ke, Many of the former remai comineed i Rodgers
“ivenied i, whi h e st rvsirsion tioughcomple sl
o and umvriten isory in s of s e i Whie falicto
ol embellshments were common in populr music ong before
Rodgers was bom, it it il 0 koow which of severs likely
outces comribute 1 i asimlation ofte device. Th posbilcs
{ochde, at the vry e, he classic Aline warbie, the back 6ld
ol an shyhnic shouts of gandy dacees on the rlouds, ad &
yoleing traditon o the popular sage pusing back through
Vaudevlle o the rots of miniesy 3 carly 35 1840, with
e-compectonsat hat poit i Aft-Amrican culure. A el e of
{afcnce may ave b th Amrian cowboy, who i is romantc
manifesitons was supposed 1 b & i yodele, aiwough the
“cale cll” of Western movis and reconings may i fct owe
much o Jimmie Rodges o 1 the yigpy i ys o he old com s In
Al lkeliood, it was one or o o s pofesonsl orms
rcied Rodgers 1 the yodel, the hansny immediste expercnce
il L n s v enviroamen (3, for <xample trough the work
Sonp of black o Isborers). The elatinship betwcen Rodsery's
Jodel a ctber ld olles or conboy cronin i enuos 3 b5t
Evidenc of cause and siet, imfence and reiforemen, b Smply
acki

What eslly matcs about Rodgers’ yode s tht,reprdes of
herhe ot , e made ol and iy his v L the process
of ssimltion e cresed an sniertsnment 1nd s phenornenon
i cplured the publics fancy o degre el cqualed in modern
Show business. Rovert Coliman's asesment 1+ worth quoing o
lengi:

One Rodger b ecordd s i Bl Ykl eveybin chans.

His v, it vt songs made i the st 1 enpe s

poplr s, syl e yers abead of b e, brsking

Kon dosac of e Yok s e e, At wo e

et s one,ad e s soved e e, b e

Rodges it vas gy, sl id tgether by sy,

el percity 4 he g of s yoe. Hearng . 0o
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dollas “an some odd cents” Whie ther s 0 way o sbssni:
Camics Siement that i ot proved o b " largest oyl
satemen ever st ot 1 3 begiaing sl arist on he Vico s
(which seems slikely). 1t nevetelssrepresered 3 e f shout
6000 ecods—<onsdeably bt than sy expectd of s il
nheard.of iy singr B i was e consolaion o Jnmie,
Who'd saked eerybing on te xpecaion ht s st rcord woukd
Cataplt him o e wcalthand . That s roly check
was. in Caries wands, " biter blow 1o i profesionl prde
Comin on top of 3 segeofcolds and lersy. ot him 0 b,
weay,unbappy gt He i o s Aun Dor ht b e and
Cam had b ik I shuays downwith Coldsice e e up
s couny. | make ot of money et bt cat s o et e
10 sve my fe.” Doctos and drugtres,he s, g s shout |
make her of b

"As s, he was kongin fo th sunny South and “some of then
oo et Grens” hat Do was rasing n e gaden, Despi
omesichnes and depession, & ot of the old opmim crept .
Although 0 was oy Febuy. Jimmie was looking ahead “The
oo ol sunmr ime s Corig o, he wrote, “and | ek my
ok il chan.”

i . e o, e o ety
g L e el s
B E e
B B R i
e e T e ST
ST TR T I W
e e e s e e
R b e
iy
Ry e et
A A
bl et 5 5 % gy i ey
P il
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Simmi's boes of retuing 10 Merdian for Chistnas did nex
macrialize, The s and exciement of the scond ecording sion
e im weakened +nd physicaly vlnerabe 0 he harsh Nortern
winter Shory afe retuming 10 Washingion, h too 4 cold which
Jingered for weeksand rought reneed sggravatio o is uberculas
ung. e wasshuays a1 the merey of any lgh espirary disorier,
and e plwtiy which invarably sccompanied  cold mad he pinof
rcathing imont unbesrable 3 times. Alcohol brought & cetin
emporay e, bt Rodgrs, 1 he xint ht he could b considered
 dnnking man, ooked upon lgur 35 & plesan gamish 1 8004
fimes, no s medicine. I e ook noie f s s .
ok that st i et b o “prescripon whisey” axd spred
i the isrcs of Proibion gt ht afficted veryon <le.
Over e years i consumpion would icrase scadly, giving rse
1o soies of akoholsm 4nd dcbauchery. bt n fct b ke cnly
i alin effor o b the physica ein 4nd did ok oy
dependence upon liuor

‘Athough he was sick throughoutDecember and he Rdgerss were:
Hiving moaly on Cari's wages s waiess, Chrstras ht e s
happicr ccasionfor e familythan i had een i  ong whie, Thy
e sl sharing Siser Amie's sl bose st 1151 Thid St
NE..in o sange city fe from ot of thee Gl sné fcnds Dot
ey et togther,and hings were lokingup_Jimmie scmed o the
vere of scheving his lfclong anbion 10 become 3 prfesionl
eneriner, ad sicethe peesjous Chisimas is acomplishments had
e only lighy s thanspctacala. Withi the s i month he
had speared on rado, hesded his own band b, nd made
e pud spperanes. None oftes jobs ad becn cxctly big
time, bot he had ceranly ganed + wealth of expernce. Most
mporan, b had, i T Ania's words, “phonegraphed fo Mr
Victor” ot one but tice, and i i ecod wa el ey
His opsimism nally scmed Justied, ahough there were sl he
same old money shoriages and e 1o contend with Caric 35
el s e sufferd from the Norhen v, and medicl bilk
rind off ay exces hat migh hve remained afr food and ent
il were i

In Jamry, e arival of immie’s frst royaly check futer
dampened thi sints. Wik be hd cavisioned R, f o
houtands, of dollrs pourin n, hce monts” s of “Scp, Bby.
Sicp"TThe Slder's Sweethear”brovght him a e tweny seven
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and he whise. oy s . il T s e 1
Tt step, 1 . e sewnn’

My rote s e e o long way, irough he sl scaticrins of
commerce and cotsg industry. pas dv-ins, insurance agencis.
and secondhand stores, o v tht s oty rsenial Up
hcad 1 ot my destination, cas off the scccertor and lower
rdi's volume, utof who knows wha intictrevrence. v
Son, fea or veblng. /4 ke 1 lcp. 1 e, v v

bt know, P have. 10 s Jorevr-rr. . Excptfor e,
the purk scems deseried,cmpty and reyanduly. 1 | e the ar
hrough the enrance 3nd scross th st spcd hamp. 3 ight it
et o, blring the winsbild n ot of me. Th wipersnake
sft hamps i e with the o droe o h rdio 51 0 00 s
he drve, Joking for sgns.

A1t of peopl, he seceay i Tosclooss and her mam 10 the
conrey. don ik couney mosi. St Keton called i ° sl
igrace” (o ek which one Nishville partsan pomply sbeled
“rigo mors refl babbing”). Jimmy Care ha given couney s
el fcqivocation, alloing o it eeps i uch with s
oot; sad adrision @ he compny o ood ol boys 4 gisin
Some very slect cicles—th denim chic cowd, Media Popl, and
i cademics—ofen depends on how many verss of old Hink
Willams 1nd Lefy Frizzell sogs you can remember. Then hee arc
he Real Folk i ther doubleknits and RV's tooling down the
Supeia seing 10 e cight rck, who boughtamost bl ilion
ol wort of covnty records 4né pes 1 year 40 une i
Al 1 one o mare of e naton’ ane.dsand plos full e
country radio suaons. Bt desie hem all, the e bk of the
populceand certainy i astcmakers—<ither gnoe couny msic
e ey can o egand i with il s comemp, Many scivcly
Toahe it

gl called “Hilbily” (never_mind that the e, lke
couny.” G qute .  was hapocasance n 1 crigns and
andirected in s devlopmen, & sent of Sackwrd, gl show biz
tepchid ht efsed 0 20 0 school and lam fom 15 eters but
Coukd no b kept ok up i the bck oom. Thes as e o et
ol prenomencn quie ke i devoid of discilin, lcking any
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never inched i he fceof sntmentality,and ofe e scceeded in
makin f work orim. I 1934 on o the ong'scomporcn, Edard
B. Mark,spoke reslisialy whe he said, T belee tht ous poplar
music, ffer some 25 years of comparaive wishy washines, g
o come back 1 he vialty of the ‘' erhaps the bllads o s
iy, “Afer the Bl ‘M Gl Sl Tuke Back Your Gold. A Bied
s Gikdd Cae.” I th Baggage Car Abesd, o e two dhat 1
perpeted myslf, “Moter Was A Loy’ and The ik Lot Child.’
may scem absurd and s ody. Dot doss of od scholr have
Come foh and ave sa ht those: s sarkrs ae 50 typical of
“what S Spact call the animacasr priod they il b e folk
Songs o omorow ™ n sny vent, Rodgers's reival o e madlin
00 sage tune, puired wih 1. Corens's fne composiion,
“Treasures Uniold” from the fllowing session found a subsantal
audince among the milons whose emoioal v sl deended
opon induced draatics

I Ay Ot on the Mountin” had been witen with S
Rodgers in mind, 6 i sometimes suggeste, the song coukd hadly
have e bete st 0 s purposes, o more ppropite 55 3
expession of his own oulok, tonce whisica ad srous, comic:
S0 profound. Alllo e hed“packed i rip for 3 Grewel rip”
and s Susic Jne goodbyc: f el of s deams was populicd
by zany snimals n 3 varety sufcien (0 give Noah pawe, 1
nevenelss smbodicd the ha's vison of 3 place whee on coukd
st on he e, and the honey 50 et The rin nd he bl
might Sl come bouning, bu here was  rizzly bear cou 0 wrap
oneselfin, and  ove o i, thee i he L o the Sky. Shaces of
i own pst—of Wonderfl Westen Norh Caroln and 4l inds of
oot winds and i nakes and sqirel, o many you can' count
e Never i st he gl oated on ocks of somtbing e called
e sponain.” or hat “love" had 1 shyme with “atle dove” n
i Rodgess s, heady declaraion. t was s riinl 45 the
bcavs paddling on walkin canes and 1 el s e sl The
song wasclever and cachy he vay il new e should b,
and vt s0 athenically “oldimey” hat only 3 few years fer s
elest an emient follorst “collected” i the ikl o e
North Carolina and proclamed ha, whie I hav found o e
of this song clsewbere i bears s owa evidence of being &
olk Song ™ 1 might even be, e speulated, a eic o the s of
Davey Crockett™”
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it would sy withher grandparents unil ber parets oukd et
cstablished “somewhere nesr Camden.”

Retuming 1o thei ol from the stton, they encoutered
slsan S had known i Ashvil. The man méntioned tht
e enjoyed heaing the Enertiners on the o, and asked how
dings were going. immie biely sanounced, “Wel, L wnder
contact 10 the Victo phonograph compary. st made 3 recoring
et today and ' oin (0 b bosdessan sgan saon. Washingio.
D.C. | guess” That was a bit much even fo Caie, proud 4nd
supparive though she was. What's more, 4 she said L, e
nevr changed exprsson when 1 pinched b arm.” The yeas of
Srvggle had made her 4 s, 4 she knew her hsband's ey
rcamy ways nly 10 well. As he lingered i the Iobby o ook
{heough the cvening papers, she mused 0 el et he's i
o s if he Assoed Pess Wi ar camyin the ews et—the
Dews that Jimmie Rodgers s jost made s fint ecrd for the
Vicar Congany."™

Ty et Bistl e e day for Wasington inthe Dodge k.
Pere’ ftber had boughtfor the Jimmie RodgersEnertines. 1 sl
o' Know how b wound up wilh that car,” Clavde Gra sl
mplying hat i was p 1 old ks, "t e s e the ext
Ay with i I uct, e bought e o wih money wired from.
‘Wahingon by Carc's sser Ani, who was working i he ffice of
e Superincnden of Documents the Government Prnin Office
Like the s of the Willansons. Anrie was geneous o 3
expecilly whee Jimmie and Carie were concemed. She ot only
ired tem the money, her i svinge, bt a0 nssed e hy.
come to Wahingon and say withhe whike Jimmie wiedfo word
rom Victor As e recoutd the crumstnces yeas lar, | had
ottt very day pot three undred ol n ny svings scount,
money | had saved it by bt and it was i had. Then came Camie's
it sking fo s hat amoun, saying how deserte thy e
Well | woried and worned ovee i all dy lone. uat naly my
supervisor s hat 1 wa very upitsnd ook me aside. We lked
over, and she areed tha | ught 10 send the money. Well, it was
famiy, you know~—Care was my e, and | Knew sh'd e that
e money e pid back omehovw.” She aghed sofly.“But wht |
' kow was how long i migh kel Jst how ong i ook i ok
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s, i he aways insisied o spellng “deps”; “Aun Do [
e you heardshoot e way |1t some of my Deps there e 1
et bt couldnt help my et ths e bt ik 1 can Py all my
Depts by Febanry if ot soner.”

AL sk done, b s sl St country oy, o w3y
o home and suffring the indigiies of Yokee wcather 4nd
Yankee tale fre. “Wishyou would s o o have some ody end
e el ends wisflly S Gslsof Pur od County Ribon cane
lases C.0.D. Your ncphew. Jimmie Rodger.™

“Athogh “Secp, By SIep” was givn the -A” s o the recond
and would cventually emerg nthe poblics stmation s he songer
fthe two il cuts, i letterbears ow what i suggesed by the
ondr ofreconing and ofer evidence—hat 0 Rodgers e, e
e of my econd i the Soldie’s Swee Hear” (i cmphasis), with

Siep. Bay, e merly “h othr side.” Whie the s had
e Successil cnough bk i Aseville, and despie Jimiic's
mprovement on the i ander, s everheles & ov e
of Someone lie's popular record

(On Octber 6. 1927, the st majo talkingpicture pensd in New
York. Any connetion betwen 1 movie and s was “prsly
coicidental” s on schole lier > bot The Jaz Singer, fr sl
schmalaand sopefialy. whered nan e of vast technciogical and
Culural hange tht would radicalyafect e s of pople around
e world s consaguence were many. b the one ahich woukd
iy e te greaest impact on i Rodgerss carer was
e fac that, 5 e hisoia sccictly ot ., the Bl “sounded b
e kol of v show bsines 2

“Th very nest day. i consderaby e anare, Rodger' st
recond went on sae in muti sores scos the county. Dorig
ihicquent weeks Jmmi haue the stores an made reesiedcall
1o Vicor's Washingon distibator o check onsls. Told that i s
moving e ha o st ecases by a unknow st cspesally
Consdenin tht, typicaly. it had b given fite advace promo-
o). he confideny waied for Victr o call i, convinced that b
wa e ceer f the umives andobliviods o e slow pace 3 whh
e bsinss word,and speially the word of ecording. moved i
hose days. To the impaent 4 evermpetous e Radgers.
‘Who did ntHave forever and knw i, achdaybecame 3y AS the
ks pased and o call came, he grew icreasingy e, afid
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econdd, bt Annic Neleon proady scknowledged that she was
evenually “pekd bk many mes over ™

“The immedinc prospecscesily ween vry god. In Washing
{on,the exhlrsion of having “phonogrphed for M. Vitor” con
Faded. I the il tht fllowed, even Jimmie's Spsbegan 10 s
Nking the rounds ofboking agens and rdio s, he o ught
4 rnsorm nd came home with chillsand & fever tatpot him i
e o day. Over i bjections, Carie went 10 work 1  eaoom
warss. She hd ardly any choie, fo cler (han e secondhand
Dodge they owned e more than ihe cldies on tei bcks. and
winir—shash Northen witer—vas ot iy And 3 e poied
ot o e hushand,he e 3 decent wardrobe oot only for e ke
of e halh bt o 1o imprss. bookg agens. e, wha'd
Shways dresed i syl nd ken pric n s appearane,hd 0 agre

Within wecks of i arival n the ntion'scapial h hd busnes
cards and lterhed pinied . procaiming im “Naonal Raiko
At Vit Record Aris.” The forme clsm was backed . of
coure, by noting more thas i very brief st o on small ssion
i Norh Carolina, while th latier deied from 4 sinle s5ye
unrckssed recording. e mansged 10 pick up 3 few random
engagemens, playin chea luncheon dtes and g in betcen
movies i sl soburban hsirs, but 4 Carie pu i, “Sophisticated
Washigionrfusd 1 b b with i, Ho b cold hong o,
ofe accompanied by sevee pleursy pas & ommon problemn ith
‘ivancng ubeculosis Bot for i the show, wheneverhe coukd
etone, hd 1 goon. On mor hananeaccsion b 1ot of e and-
et ot o perform for  preciousfew dolar, rusing 4 bgh v
i il platr apes 0 i s o bt he i and e e
reating too deepy

His it rose with e pprouhing date o the e of s st
recond. Victor ent him severl advance copis i in Sepemier A
e days it he wote“Dear e Aunt Dora” ol e shout ., v
o camally. oppin fanifl hints of  grad promoriona ou tat
o, of cous, ver maerialz. He ave et te e and caalog
number of i foroming recod, and told her (0 vt e
Willamsons in Meridian "0 gt hem 0 Play i for yo. Cavse
you cam Buy i Gl Oct T howerer 1 got hold of 2 or 3 and sent
[y

N darkersideofthe e concerns is ackowledgmet ofsevera
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same offhand maner that was becoming i professionl sy, be
meniond that he happened e owr ad llowed o e ight
Spre some e o ke anther ecod or two. To i cred, et
s shvays o haveaken i with crtan mount of oo
deachmen,and no e sympathy. OF cous, e hadsen the sles
epors, i he clerly ha buines on i mind tht Noverber
lersoon when be heard Jimmie's auny Misisipp dravl t the
oler e of e wire. But suely Caric wroe with e percepion—
ind telling hoesty 1o both paries—when e cormented (bt
“undemeath that panflly cskal crawl, he must have Sensed
Dimmie's) repressed eagemes, wisal longing-—<ven fear "

Promped by a misture of commerce 1nd compavion, Pce S
1 amngeasecond recording sesion “We'luve to ke ver 0
ihe facory. in Carden, b o i, s clled Victor 0 shedule
e cvet for the following week. It poved 10 b & decion of
Parsmount imporanc, o oot of thtssson woukd corne he ane i
Fecond that caapulied Jimmie Rodgers i natow] prominence
and ctablshed him a5 “Amerie's Blue Yodeler.” The scceses of
har caly. eventl ssson Jd 1 sequence of recondings which
alered and shaped the patiems of emeging Nilblly music, ma
erially conbating 1o the legiimization of the geve in he canon
of American culure

His contdene substantially bolstred, Jimmie tok the i down
1o Pildephia wher Pet met him and drov him (0 he swank Wal
Whitman Hotl in Camden. I  rehesral hal hit eveing hy gt
ogether (0 pln the next dy's session,and Per quikly dscovered
probiems. “When we went over his ew slectons. he et e, 1
ound them mosdly incomplt o ot propeymed. We worked ard
it he ight gexing enough el i shap. . Despie
Simmi's e sarsnce Ot iven e, b coud hae “doens of
Songs” ready, the imitd,f ot downigh imponrishd, condionof
eperine wascow atvious.He had write o ' sier, Eic
McWilis, n Meridia, asing be o el him with some “riginl
s fo e recording” (1 know o <an G i 3¢ you wrke 0p
Sl for your church progams”), bt she'd ot 361 hd time 1o
espond. Fnding suiable songs prescoted dificalies for Rodgers
bwoughout his profesioal carer, and e ofen found Himsell
scamblin o produce “originl” mateial o il the demand. Alhough
Some. 83 pereat of te Bl Yodeler'srecondings camy is name
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Pec b e 4 filed 10 bt b, o (evn worse)had oot
1 . He began o wory that usin “ok-mey il o the it
tecond had been e, maybe he should hve fsisted 00 T for
Texu even f it had e polished the way he waned . Maybe
he Should have shown hem is Srong sit—he Dy, cachy
sodel songs—cight ol

Finaly, around the middle o Noverber, e o being inibo, e
resched 3 decison: i he'd ot beard from Per by the end of the
month, e would 0 o New York ad conron i i erson. In e
mestime,mindilof Care'sconcer for e sl dghie bock
Geier s fo At wihout i wies Knowledge and ranged 3
Sorprie reunion on Thanksgvig Day. A few days tr, mashling
{her combined cah resources (which toled, sccorting (o Care,
“en whole dollan”), e hesded for New York in e laring
ey Dodge.

Vater Pue st tht be b writn t0 Rdgers ot rcsived o
eply. and hat e fnllylocatd im by phone. 05 G possbe it
he A (or at least inended 1), alough the svalbie evidece
dicacs tht it was S bo st he phone cal. I New York.
Rodgers went ot o Vito ot Pee, bt srighisway checked o e
cxpensive Howl Manger a Sevenh Avenve and Fifich Stret.
Cataly showin the desk clek  copy of i record s ellin him
Bl i charges 1o the Vicor Talking Machine Company. As e
expsined o Carie e, Lot ntrally Lk the best, 4  beieve i
Takin 1" His reading of he val whch Vito placed o precie
Wi Somcwhat keener than Per's had been when b sggesed 1
Shilkis hat they pay the “ilblies” nly weny v dolas 8 s,
T e they e 3 poweral fm and k. and 1 vas e of
ther s sad S, ~Cours, theyd want e 10 o m
procd-—snd 1id " I was  act el charceriic of Jimmic
Rodgers—audacious and msstible s e was, ul o charm, s of
i o iy, 3 onfdence man in mor hapry waysthan e, Bt
0t beneath his b snd chery xtror vere sverl drk snd more
complex eitics. Fo ll ispesumption and ravad, h s il 3
netvous county boy scared by ycus of hrd travein. 3 prov,
rodingsoal with buning ambiion. Posessd f 3w and suging
e, e als0 had . cean awesome snse of tht aen’s el
intnsiy. He was dying, and he koew it

From his oom i the Manger, immie paced 3 call 0 Pee. [ he
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a5 composer or cocomposer, he actually ot very e of the
maeril, . was shvays dependent on 4 ariely of random
Sources—tis sisein ., amatcr compesers, T Pan Alley hcks
Zo st ongs.

The meagernes of Rodgers' own resoutcsis b ou by the ot
{ha e o the four songs recorded e second sssion were writen
by othes. i’ sl conrbuion was incloded o becaue Pt
s mpressd with i, bot oy ek it s necdd 0l he fourth
side. “Actuly, w did no have chough mteia,” e sid, “sad
decded 0 e [one) of is blcs sogs oAl in."™ The song, of
coune, was T fo Texas” (nhich Pe eesed s “Blae Yodel ). ind
tbecae, sgnifcanty, the bighit o h ssson. Bt even the Bloe
Yodes were garmerd rom commural sures: cacly how much of
T for Tevas”oriinated with Jmie Rodger i ope o uesion. AU
the e of reconding, “Mother Was & Lady” was ntnded 10 be
ofeed for copyight + & Rodsers componion, under the te 1
Broter Jack Were Here.” Just who came up with the son is not
e, bt i hd robably e it cas o a comvrced
Pec and perhapscven s ha e'd writn i, or t east “d
up" from traditonal and threlore copyrighable ources. W the
econd s released cight monts s,  tmed ot 1 b  old show
ane sl e Tense 10 Josph Sien and Edard B. Marks, vho.
emanded coyalies s hrctend 0 sue. P e 3 lson fom
s xperence, and threair e kep  close ey a the “originl
mterit” propoved by his . Jrmie o bring n some famous
ld izl song and st do it woré: for-wod,andofcourse 'dstop
ey, 1y, Yoo ddn' compos . Alhough e
Pece laimed i "we ever had one of e halened, succesully
or therwis,” he obviauly choe 1 frge “Mother Was 3 L.

Pece had hoped o egin ecording s (e st o e week, bt was
o bvious thatJimmi ncded more e ehesre nd rears e
e songsthat his presumptiv manager and paishr hd 0 provide
o the spot. I RodgersIcked 3 rperie, e was at lea 3 st
leamer, 1 elped, oo, ta te mserl esr provied coul hadly
have becn et satd or . Wheher by por lck or by i of
prfesional instintprobably & combinaion of bothPec saled
o “Away Out on the Moumin” and “Ben Dewbery's Final Run,”
ot of which came from composer.peformers he Had Known during
i day 31 Okeh. “Away Ou on the Mountin by Kelly Harell
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Continetl Trahways & Amirack Termaals 1 mi; Merrehope Home
(abellumy 3 i, Misisipp Foh Hachery 3 i Jnony Rogers
Memorial Pck 2. muse overthe misspelings, ememberig
how it o Jimnie Rodger o sce i e boched, nd sk 31
he desk or dicton.

“The youpgih clrk,athough he's Ted thee il i e, dos'
o, and scems spoloetc ahou 1, Yot 3 i deersiv, 0,
el s Somethng worh knowing. The ady posing bl o,
ot seems eqully defensie about . A sioutbonde ith  bechive
e out f te arly Sixtes,she givesdircton n (e tones of
a wery tou guide: “You s ake i road o yonder, chear o
onniown o wher it jos. Goa lck st he g, a that's ighth
Stet. Go down Eighh 0 Thiy ih Avenue, urs ight e gh
Takes you sigh i the plce. Can' s i, sue <oough.

Vi gratetl forthecarityandgrce of e strcions, bt ack e
' contdence. I3 that Jog” hat wormes e, and the ciy's
scmingconimpt fo St makers. List g, sving ot ok

W misiod ot i he il o sy comstction 1
ot st O course,one docs o raly gt ost 1 iy of 40,000 ot
ven an old couneyboy, b | el he unsked et o e
our arely 3. el o "o, 0w sspec)ad vourd pon
one sy acces rod ht ook me five e ot of o i he wrong
recon befoe 1 go my besing 3t o place o o around
Ao h s of“Don's I Make My Brown Eyes lu,” cmanating
from e loal county. mosic o sation

“Tis moming. bllted with h Holey s o 2 bresst and
e . thing g betr. The jog seccestly egouid. Mt
up o sl Roi T thr's becn rlling round on e dash fo two
month, and punch up e countey e gain. 1 hurt, all v
e - each, waking. maoment

beliee . Ifonly he were s sincere “Th eson ke country
mosc is, 1 comes from the et says 8 legl seceuay i
Tusaloots, A, who s b o e Grand Ok Opey forty-vce
times since 1954, “County music i ol sicere”

o il 3 tory” sy her mams, Mama, who s sy e,
slly el i, doe tramcendentl mdistion, 35 1+ “Lady Hot
Lor” on he CB.

1 it evrbasa .. rom new v, 10 ey
ek v com e e plct . of e
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Simie hd riden tem b, bt prefered the ames of o lnes
mor deeply foted and mmedite i s own experence. Licking
‘Andy Jekinssomginal yrics, o cannot e Rodger's contibutions
Wi ny ceriny:had they ecn subsanal,he ol prokaby ave
Shared i the copyrigh cred. s commonly bappened et on. But
obviouly the "0l Norbeasiem repaced the Soubern Pcic
becane the NOANE was Jimmie's favore, and the yming “Santa
Fe” it orginalwas mended 0 “A&V” (Nlbara & Vickiur), &
minor branc lne which only thse who'd labored o i 5 e had,
o be inclned 1o presere in 5008

Rodgerssreconting o the song provided the it exidence of b
devcloping il wilh h guar, s st contst 0 e plai, merely
adcqute sccompaniments on he Brisl sids. He'd cealy been
Spending e in he woodshed, leaming 0 “make that o0 gutar
ey OF course, he was never an sccomplished,anhodox musicans
fechnicallyuconventiona, gy slf-augh, he_simply_over
powered the insiment ani brough it under conirl 3 3n crganic
Exension ik h yode, o s sining voie. On “Ben Deherry” is
Cusherant oiar work plans he yode enfely 2 Iyrc e
ihment, marked by the devng s that were o become his
rademark e famboyant proresions, the eavy. mellow bass
bests, a0 overll seme of dominance and conrl To be sure,
conbdence i the camark ofthese Caen prformances. s s 4
e atested 1o by he lengh of the sesion and. s of aes:
Wher he'd requied seven kes and alnost wo-and- al hors 1o
econd o sdes in Briol,four wre recorded s Cmden n shout .
Came ime. Nooe equisd more thn the two ake which were
routinely made i those days 10 provide 3 priection <opy. In one
nsiance vl enough, ~Mother Was 3 Lady"the it ke was
consideed good cnough for relase

“Athough he recoréed severl of ther ove the yeas, Rodgers's
“motber”song werenever parculaly disinguished. Moter Was 4
Lady” s o excepion. He protably did ot know i well—*Jovil” s
prosounced “jofll,” “approching” comes ou “Trochi
her i oter evidnce of s, Wil i endiion i suiably
Ssghforvind (sny excess would have been 3 disstn. th song
fself, dsptc  cerain moldy cham, is mavkish and Ul
il of the e Vicorian pered 1 which  fst spcared and
probably semimenal cven by the sundrds of 1396, Bot Rodgers
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mightwell Bave becn  yica ccount of Rodger’s own sy ko
he Land of the Sy, with s rgged oty slopes “Ben Dewbery s
cioad agedy Son., s of “Casey Jons” outof “Wiec o the
01097 by he Reverend Andy Jenkin, Atau'sbind pracherand
llader, 1t was Gl ground to e Rodger, and eee was
Suprisd and deighied 1o nd hat in e han 2y Rodgers had
mae thesonghis own, quickly polisinand assmlatio the e
i i natral idiom. The rcoring session was eschedled for
Wedneday afieraoon, Novenber 30 o Victr'sfumous St 1. in
heforme Triny Bapis Church at 114 ot FifthSuce i Camien
There, a5 i frequenly pined out, such fuminaris 3 Stokowski.
Toscnini, Jobn McComack, nd Sie Hary Lauder were also
ecorded ¥ Onthe moring ofisscond appearancebelor he Vicor
icrophone, Roders wa receded i the s by Fred Waring 420
His Peonsyivanians, reconding that curnt sopisicated rge. 1
Scrcam, You Scream, We All Sream for lec Cream. Botofcouse
Warig's Penmsylvanans wore wxedos, even n th st

“The fourides whic el fom imnic's sesion e qunesen
sl Rodgers, andard which renin dee in the conciouspes of
e gencraions of fns. Togeher, “Ben Dewbery's Fial Ran,”
Moher Was o Lady” “T for Toxas.” and “Awsy Ot on the
Mountsin” consiute 3 capsle represcatton of Rodgess e
cuter in both manne snd e ulroud song, 3 entmenal
llad, 2 bue yode, and a rambling man's whimicl paean (0 the
havenofhis dreams. Al four were delered with he verve ad ca-
iy tht were uniquel i, disint rom all aier perfomers pst
snd e, 1 was ground Jimmie Rodgers would cover gain and
agin, sometimes. diffently, oceasonally bedr, b pver more
sy

Lyrclly, “Ben Dewbery's Fnal Rus” i typical of dosens of
sccout ofralond ek et o music. simost ormuli s design
and sy, and reminiscen of Newon and Scier's Cvey Jones”
(1909 in many words and pheses*pot you head aut the indow.
watch e rvers 1l “we may rsch Frsco [Atlana, bt we'l
e dead” and cspecally the ves:

ey Jons st e be i
Therss o o st it 14 ik 10 e
o Sourn Pt and e Sey o
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propesion, inthe spce of  few bour, from & ervus amter 0
e o wa essonsbly.or s accepibly. polted, s secure
{he Knowledge it i rics and dercors were viong, When the
chips e down he could “show ‘em.” Lacking the catly ke,
howerer, posterity cn ony speculte on the rrors and frsratons
Rodgers ad o ovcrcome. “The fact that e id only wo slectons
indicaes that we had o e ouble ith h ronding ualy.” Pcr
S e, with considersble tac and undrtement “We probably
1 do them ovr wo o e tmes ach, o e may o have ad
anyiing [ese] eady

ater, Carie would relatc the colrl acountof o S had
et to e fom the sudio window cross the st how she'd
Erbbed up ke Ania (1 concidentaly bumped o e v
Lotie Mac, just o the s rom Gege), how all e had shed
over just n e to hea i recod, bow Caric had plesded
Gespertely with Per toJt e “dalin des” erd st e ore
e Give i  chance 10 Show how h ca yoiethe o1 s
erand story, now ingrind i the pblc coscousness and surcly
e 0y Hollywood estment

“According to Pe, however, i nevr happensd, “Tht's ighly
maginry.” b s Camie was o place sroun.” Queried pec
ey, nsied h e did o et erunil s e G’
Know when she fstcae no my e, bat s ot hen [t Bl
o oy month afer” He s, fct, der e mpresion ht
e e sl m Mrdin,“1f i s th chid e over n 3 ol
{in Bistl] | knew othing sbou 1, and ler when he came up o
Camden, 1 metHim o the aod ssion and 1o Carie, o i Carie
wason e i, 1 ca' ubstantise . 1 rsly docet ke much
iflerence. She never had 3 thing 10 do arisically with ary of
Rodgess work, sither the ecords o i personl sppesrices, 50
e © o

Wil 3 hundred dolrs from Per fo his two st sides and 3
Shorttem cpion sgrcement i is pocker, immie cheskd hinsel
ind Caie to Bisol's best botel 5 confdentof i e s 'd.
ot signd 10 play the Place. Raing ethsis, Rodgersscemed
sl unawar thall ove he couny dorens ofother youns en
‘withcqually High hopes were makin 10t fcords and would never
enter a stdio agin. Tha ight, a5 lsned, e and Carie pt
Joung Aniand her Aunk Lot Mic o th s o Alsbama, were
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Simmi's par, o n xplanaon suppied by Caric og afe the .
I0Seems more el that ° for Texas” had ot een perectedat ht
stage—evea Caric s Jimie saying, T g0 ‘e (e b yodel
aight, bt aven' o el worked ot good et Mreover,
Pe whobseved with some dsdin tht Rodgers hd ben <ingin.
igge blcs” preiously. would probably no bave It him e such
el o ht s eve i 1 hd b i shpe. et was el 000
etrmine quest for “hibily masi” (o whalever would pas for i
back in New York) and was willing (o invet  on the 1ot if
necesary. He hd no et relized he poential of s e sar, o
had e detected the real e of Rodgers's kot and the e
rginality that would ke him i dirctions Pe neve deamed of s
e time. For all s Southem oiins and shaey Trish opbngi
Rodgers wasvery much a productofthe Amercan s, with
iyl e o th i shance. Bt curouly cnough. b was
o, ong before th term was coned, aHpser: I <ontaind o is
Suengih and weskncsss shrewd and coo and ety sert 0 he pins
and cstaies of e shard hman experiece. 1 " d ot exst i
i tme, then merialy neidher 0 il “couny.” “pop.
il o Tl  they ad. e Rogrs's poesta would ave
e, imply andaoluely.“popla.”nthe brodes possle s
He wanied t0.do i l, and i that e dresing p i averals o
3 conboy suit and wailin folksy diies for 4 whil, h'd do i
A 0 it s tha o a sy Auguststemoon e stood befor he
microphone on the bare Moo o 3 deseried ha warchause 4nd
perormed the aviward roic songs that Me Victor and M. Peer
Spparndy wanted 1 hes. But 1 was ot the ncongnuties of the
o hat concernd hm, o evn he sh of therclr fver, o
by o hat wa gt of vy ay's xcrtons. Uppermiotn
i mind s th reslizton that (his s he charce e'd waried 10
longand worked for 50 ard, and now t ad ome st 00 so0m 1
- way that e was sarely prepard o handie, Sl uncertsi o s
Sl with the gutar 400 acusiomed 1o performng the ssbished
maerial of ohe composers, ilhother musicias, Jimic Rodgers
was suddenly alone., with oting but his grnpion 4 his rtinand
w0 songs 'd cobled togther. L wonder ththe recorded four
ks of “The Soldie's Swecthear”and i of “Skep, Baby. Sep”
cfore e go them igh ™ Incach s, it was e st ke which was
iswed: th catier ons, f they e ever sncovered,mghtwel reve 3
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cuing princile or sericus concem sav ha of haviog fun s
making money. cowny muse grew from charce begimings 1
fuliome maturty n s than iy years, mosy s 3 iverion by snd
for the Gren Unvashed, 3 bastion of sl that i usophisticatd
musclly, unclivaied socilly. and rerehensible plical. Co-
ously enough, some of s hashet s ae those who e gown
il i ha s, hse who might ogcally e it  art of et
herge

Counry music 1o most Americas mesns some i odra dude in
seqined shi fonling a gaody uia and whinin sbout b bz
andbuscd heats, simpleminded lyics deiverd with evaneltc
fervr, cevised i the thiny-minute synicated slo between the
Nightly News andth onset of prime . Milos found s csence
aply symbolized by the grtsquely real ma of oy Acuf and
Richard Ninon playing with Yo Yos o the e whicnd b sage
ofthe New Grand Ole Opry. At best,couniry music s coated with
hat whichis therwise <hoddy in our land—the knobby-Anuckied
simple Tok. ek drver tavems, plsic flowes, laatve. com-
merit, George Walle, fastfood french (s, bk andwhite
porno. fumiue from Sesrs, anklts-sni igh e, In sum, Bad
Tae.

“Thre s escepons. In that sl crfy iy puck in Meridian,
Misisipp, where | drove on Janusry moring i the rin, there
sunds sn old Bakdwin locomeive, 3 big ightwhece of the
Consoldation type, cica 190, prsly ad badly rimmed in whst
might well e red b pint and eclosed by  hrican fence. Beside
e 3 monument o he men who drove sch i, 3 cary b &
Second s, serbd o pe nen n il i, g
Joung brkera given o plunking on o uiar snd oking 8 s0ngs
With 3 pecalar vocal embellshment kaown 5 yodeling

He sag e songsof e pople he e,
0 v romg e i g
Thundering boxcars and rinswept mghs.

O oo e, grs o,

At g b sy

T s ot by and the coto s,
e st s, o e e ton,
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e indicates tht e s ansiows o gude b new discovery and
provide him, o some expens, withsiable supprt. Cernly b had
o oot Jmmie's misgided smpt 0 ecord withthe Temeva
Rambiers, ot was he unmidial of the shoricomins of Rodgerv's
epertire. Yet somehon b was conknt et i s oy pick he
roup. b alo prepare whatcver matral was t hand nd st the
umbers o be recorded. The only explanation seems o e that eer's
ek i to Memphis and Atlana had stady been range, nd tere
wasno way for him o hange is schedal. Mrcove, e surly el
Koowing ta, rgardles of the resuls of he seson, he woukd
exeres ial judgieotover whtever was o b eeasd. Prhaps he
i ey scnse tht the rotsof Rodgene's sy were e in
s luminousssence of i evred e, ransceding matesof
mere musicology: o pehaps b simply (el hat  weak song ow and
hen, o an ocasional Al or eor in g, A relly matier
mach. Jimmi was,after all,only a “Wilbllysnger.”bowever much
e might ik Nimsef i e mainstrcam of show busines. Had he
been an up-and-coming operatic teno, or ven one of the e radio
crooners, he would Undoubidly hae ben iven mor teton. At
Happencd, b was It in the car of Peer's wie

At Glander Pecrwas sl berhusband's ety comequently,
she hd consderble owlede of reconding operaons. She Koew
e shout hisnew so-<aled il i, howeve, and hd e

Jees n . She was even Iss IEATEd 10 cope withte ks o
Jimmie Rodgers. n upsar upredcabe Souhrme who aermiely
chamed and tcasd her,smelledofperfume, camphor, axddrgsore
boone, and i generltook » secmingly casalspposch o what she
Consideed to e the senous busnee of making reord

“The it sesion was Schduld fo 600 .. on Februsy 4, bt
twasdeayed foralmos an oue hile i ook for i siand
‘where he could by some lemons, which he hd ke 1 sckin o,
ong withipof bosbon, 0 cla the plegm fom i ot beore
exch performance. Finally maneuvred by Mo Per o he s,
Rodges, Cosrens, and Ninde—ate dbbed “The e Sauterers”
on therecond abels—were inroduced to the rcoring enginect 4nd
0k ht heyhadonly e s n which o e thei nsruments
and s up. “Shoot, s, immie 5, “wer ready o 50, This
rin e building scam all mawin'

“Thee Nty rebarsal had poited 0 the same pcblems Rodgrs
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hamb pick.He had then et Corzens,  vrstle stinged nstarer-
st who was equally adepton sl o sandard guiar, mandoln, 4nd
banio. A vicim f ol i i hidhod, Corseas walkd wiha
and caieda cae. Despte his bndicap be ed an acive and quic
ol i drig the Wa e seved m he Marine Corps with 3
fourman ecuingunit whichplayed 3 i hals and ther ol spots
o s recut. To Cozens's amsemen, people ssumed hat s
T was the resut of 8 war wound, and he became e lamoroos
cene of stenion wheeve thy payed

Wien Corzens met Ninde he was woking 3 4 dfisman and
estimator or his ter's constuction bsiess ad playing sl guar
inthe venings t a Georgetown ol Nide, meanuie, had e
St Depariment 1 gone 0 work fo 3 Georgetown sand and ravel
company. The two men becane fast s, Sharing s nerests
in uing and fing s wela n music. Duin the caly Twenties
ey Jincd an informal Georgetonn group whic calld hemschis
e Bloc 404 Gray Troubadouns, playing tgetee on venings and
wekends mosty for fon, cccasionlly bookingdances and ther hocal
evens fo py. The Blae nd Gray Troubadours apasely hd few
rofessona apiions, of he roup, only Carzens and Nide ever
teconded, and thei ecorded erformincs ar e o the i sides
o which they sccompanied Rodger:

"During te st pracice ssson, Jimmie ared ht Coens b
composed sevral ongs of i own, and s b was shot of materil
a5 sl e exprsd an et i himsef ad becn working
gy o severlblcs.and-yoelngsongs (itlyspakin. hy
wre ot ye Bl Yo, a5 ad o ecived 3 bich o materal
from his e aw, Elie MeWillame. Fom (e virid sorees
e thre musicions clled cight or ten o what tey comsidered 1 b0
e tes numibers. Afe oly two o thre prctice sessons Jimnic
pronounced the group eady. loaded them i te old Dodge oaring
car,and ook of for Camden. They lodge, in e Rodgrs sy t
he swank Walk Whitman Hocl—at Vieoe's xpens, of couns.

s difficul 1o explain Ralph Pecr's absece from this vry
mporan hind sesion: There Rodgers would e than doube is
prvious ctpu,rconding for the st e with accompaniment
Packed by what wis, csenally,  pck op band. Pce was by now
e of Jimmie's s poental (1 ot <oty convied of his
itic i) and e cry fact st he ccompaniment was Peer's
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shct music for “Jailhouse” clarty indcaed. Biding for 4 opule
ence, the coverabeled he A 8 o wo” snd Gepicted  very
uptown shik and fappe tehind bar. It vas, ss Arche Green s
rite, “obviouly non-rsl indesign 41d ppca . - duccied at s
b sudince more accustomed o d hot (0% o than 0 b
dances™ Il bcame one of the cais “crosoves” cover
econdings were made by seveal commercial ochesas 35 Jrz
bands, incling Boyd Senerand i Seterpades (n whose verion
e eard b Jimmy and Tormmy Darsey). The on s out of et
and e hd il ouble eting i oned oot o my satstction” said
Sener, adin, “but ol 5 wel 3 most of my o, which n
hoseday wer irmmensely populr, Varie,rviewing Sener's cover
of “Jalbose,” prsed it 45 sizling bies.

“The thrc e sids which Rodges. recordesd hat moming— My
Lovin® Gl Lucile,” “Mermphis Yodel.” snd “Excrin” Sun YodeT'—
were all cerly i the mode of "Bl Yodel” obious aemyes o
cpialize onthe carirsong’s popularity. "My Lovi G, Lucile”
and “Evenin’ Sun Yodel” would. in fact b relesed 3 “Bluc
Vodel—No. 1" and "B Yodel No. 3. epectivel. sarin  can
ofscquels that would 1t b completed un “The Women Make o
Foolout f Me® was ecoded t Rodger's il session in May, 193
Renamed “Jimnie Rodgers Last Bl Yodel” it wis elessd in
Decmbr, sevn monihe sfer hs desh. (The fe was 7o only
spproprste 5 g, d arkeable, eindertha he Bl Yoddle
i gone, bt 0 avoded the macabe necssy of aETng he
et nmber—thinen—teqird by the sequence.)

“Alhough Ninde s present e morsig sesion an Fbeuary 1.
e i ot ply on an e recorded ht oy Rcges provbly (el
hey'dsuised o' equet o acompanimet, and h was mare st
case wilh his own guir for the remining mumbers. Conens
Sccompuied imic on o sides, plying 3 somevhatsubded bnjo
on “Jalhouse” and st gutaron “Lucille.” Athogh the e akes
only o break,  provides & subde reiforcement hroughout, and
singuishes Biue Yodel—No. I from T for Texas” sfiiniy o
Counter he occssons complain thet sl the Blue Yoles sound

ke Throughou, th seis would et wiely varyng amange-
e, sccompaniment, and spproches

"Whenthy'a fnshed i the s, the i vised some finds of
Ninde's i he st tht evning they cterained nfomally 18
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encounered whenever b e o perform with other musicians. An
individualst 0 th core, nd much more concered wi the gereral
el ofthetin han with st matrs o g and pich, e was
P10 lunch n 32 unrchesned uiar v o 0d exa messres a1
e end of & e, 1 the ttal rstrtion of whaevr wis im0
follow him. Like most of his e accompaniss, Corzens s Nide
were taken with his ougoing pescnaly. is cxbernce, and i
optmis, 4nd tbey hppily sufeed siong “The Touups Gide'e
bother immie,” Ninde S e, bemused by te ecollecion. “He
imply watd e of them,and et heeily om s way o the
of he song”

“They B picked on of ozaens's composios,“Dear Od Sy
South b he Sea. 1 et he sesion. With e merly smming
ong o he uke behind Coaenss emphati e and mandoln lads
and Ninde's strong second on guar, 1 wen well 0 well i
i the st ke s Tt chosn o e, Bt the everig wore
on. Jimmie Uredandbegan o v crcang il wih i
Belore ach matr take, Whih s resoded ity onlo. th
i dise, mumerous fests were made in order 1o deermine
Solume,toe, nd micophone placement Evenually Jimmie's more
laant emors wee showin p o nly o the wax e, but 1 he
mide of & maser 5 wel, reqiing the ke 10 e scubted 450
e ovr, Yeas e Ninde's mos vivd oy of e cvaing
s of A P suandin o he s window, cienching er 15
and wining coch tme thy “messed g and 1 1o begi again

Rulfod by either M. Peer's erves o s musicians discomion,
Rodges plowed on through the svering's schedle—Tresures
Ui (anher Coaens song. destined 1 become 4 sandird i he
Rodgerscanoa. “The Brakeman's Blues,”and “The Sflor's Plea™
despte repeied Al and ost ess Afe sversl s had been
uined i mid ecord, th annoyed engincer came ot of e comol
oot d sl eminded thm hat he s cot iy dollars apice.
“To i Jimmie repled with grin, “Tha's ll igh, son. Jus ‘e
over—M. Victor's gt lo of money!™

“Th nest morming hey were bck . e stdio o rcordfour more
sides, ll it or compiled) by Rodgers. The s, I e alouse
N woukd become, i Came's word, s srps i evecywhere—
even hough i had been done foryeas I hse days Rodgerswas
Sl 3ong wayfom e the Fatherof Counry s, 5 h orgiel
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Back in Decemer, billed 1 “The Singing Brskenan, immic had
cgun  seies of weekly boadeastsover Wasingion's WIFF, o
staon of the Fellowship Forun. WTFF was 3 lowpower, mior
Teigue operation onthe i foronly thre excaing hour four days
ek, ot it provided immie with Joca expomrs snd vl
expeicnce. More importat, i hlped i e down e dbace back
in Asheille, when e'd writen home (0 Merdian that b was o
.ty o nd Bisefou s he o withindays. Now, il more.
{han e confidence e cold ric Dos Bozenan that e was e
Monday e lestre on Radio Staton W_T F.F.”and end ackhedy
‘word of hissucess 1 the Merdian papers. One account, wih st
ety o the American Drea, was sty headined “Ex Locs Boy
Making Good." Said the sy,

i Rodgrs, omery of i ity et e belped he NOSNE .
Pancrsr o o New Ou s bck, s i e 3t n -
o et i, v s progra ot fom prcicaly
Crry e o i gt 1 cxer o oy i o 3 g
I i s e el o ) v e e o

ki red by e Vi Co. ot e will o e o
e of te coury i 3 ey ot e

18 some of the dewls were o bt vague, the exaggeraions were
{anocentcpoogh. Thatwouldshow e sl ight Jimme Rodgerswss
fndecd, at long st Mking Good

Forthe WITF broadcsts, in addion 1o ploggin his own ecords
andryin out ew el be dipped o i shagsyrepertin ofold
Tandeile sandards, snearbing such chesiuts 5 “earie,” “The
Daring Young Min onthe Fling Tapez,” and “Ther's Going 0 Be
 Hot Tine in the Old Town Tonight " Also beard wee a foaal
Spriaklin o curet s nclding Gene Aust's My Blue Heven,”
en at the crst o s populaiy. Austa's 1925 recording of
“Yeamig” had beenone of immie'svories,and now, s 3 ellow
Vico aist, Rodges followe th crooning tenor's casr viheven
restr st

Despie recuring bouts of llness, e conimued 1o work ol
s around Washingion throoghou the spin. Sppeanig t o
Cheons, i neighborhond thesen, before faeral oganzations—
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counry club outide Comden, appearing 35 “View Recording
‘Acite” On the way back to Washiglon atr the peromance.
i, whd hd i fll e of emons ad bwsbon, et 01y
e Back sat. The old Dodge had o heatr, and the chil winkr
e brough on  coughing spasm o severe thar Carzens and Ninde
Wer i he might e befre they coud et help. Bt Jimie con
Vinced them i was nothing unsua, and nally, with the hp of
more whiskey, he brough he coughing undercoil and went back
o e,

According (0 Nind, e and Corzens were cach paid wenty.fve
ol and hee exenses fr the i o Caden, nd Corzens was o
Shre n e composer royalties fr“Dear O Sunny Sout by he Se
and Tressres Unold.” Lot sories leg that Corzen s0d one ox
ot song owirght for 3 nominal e 40 subcguenty ame o el
athe'd e ken advantae of. Such s ae contadiced by both
Ninde and Doty Deves, a longtimefrendof Corzen, wh inssted
hat he conived to ecine oyalties for sverl year and siways
ooked wilh pride and susfaction on hs bt coliboraion with
Rodgers* In ter yers Corzens spparenly became someting of 3
reclse, which may pasally cxplanror o s difcton. 1 &
1959 terview Pee nsed that “Tressures Unold was ° pety b
seller, . time wen slong and this low Cosrens s simply
disppered. We've nevr teen she 1o st tht fellow. 1 thk
her's i bt of money dc him i w could posbly i .~

Rodgess asocation wih Corzen nd Ninde spear o hve been
a5 amible a1t wassht v, On e or twacsions Cozzes ook
im0 aciviies of th Blue 3nd Gray Troubadour. b hers s
simply no place in the. group for the Singing Brakeman, whise
muscansip was at best et and whos fcst performances were
Solo. 1 matred e im anywy. for h genera leseof “Bloe
Yole"Away Out on the Mountia® in Apeil brought astioal
ecognion and paced him i the front rank of the ctrament
word That month is sccond royalty check arived from Vieor:
mounid 10 more than $400 and refecied he sl of s 100,000
econds, mosly of “Sodir's SwcethearSkesp, Baby, Skep.”
Today, wil extensive adverising campaigns, dis jockey promaion,
and network televison exposre, 100,000 records woud b &
creiblesls g o the st six monhsofany st carcr. [
b prmite s 4 was mothing. short of phenomena.
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“Mr. Victor's Got Lots of Money”

Once mor Jimmie Rodgerss blind optmism, voicd with le 1
sty i excep i it n imself, iumphed over he odds. Belore
1928 s cous, h would broadast s own weekly o show
from e o' capa, hendine  major vaodeville ou hough he
South, and make  rumphant eur 0 s homeown. Soon i rcord
royabic lone wer carning him 52,000 3 month, and e was 0 his
Wiy o fame a0 sadom

Rodgees foanes had bgun 1o chang almost st h vy e b
ot 0 his aut, complaining hat | can' gt ahad o sae y .
Alough hissecond rcord was o scheded fo e il Apel
Pecr and the Vico reviening commiice, impressd by h coninuing
seady sales of the firt on, took anahe ook 5 “Blue Yodel
Despie carier reservations abou i, he aumber had developed 35
he Srngest side of Rodgers's second sesion. Now th cxceutives
e 0 it wih Ay Ou o the ontin” sndput the record
o Timitd disbuion carly in Febrary. The ntl response
contimed the wisdom o tha move, and Pe immedintely culled
Jimmie 1o aange 3 thindsesion, o be hed fn Camden on Feb-
rary 14 and 15,

Peer'sposiion i he indstya hat e was unie. Alhoughan
ndependent busncssman, e was, n el poncerig n the ol of
‘wha came 0 beclled, n the Thiesand Fories, n“AGR man,” 3
postion e commonly known ntherecordbsiness oy sl 5
Foroducer™ e persan imvolved i locating kot snd el 180
pebing the two. spproprsicly. ovenceing smangements, and ofen
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for something fresh was o adial, sometmes_even dangerous
eparre. Like any method hat seeks 1 b creative and g,
“was ot siways sccesfl. Bt it worked mor ofen han ot 4nd
despe occasional sesheti ub it e, withow partclar deign
or e, he vial stmophers n which immie Rodgerss e,
ique tlens might develop and oush. AL st nether Per
Rodgers kncw what Jimnie was capabl o Rodgers hd ome s of
i o, b hy were 35yt unformed. Pe sood redy 0 eal with
hem i whtever shape they might emeye. but mesnwhile he went
abead Wil Bis own percepons of his new poégé’s stuaion.

One suchpercepton sermed rom te foct b Rodgery's s s
e had b esondd sl Pee e was e fo i 1 ry
recontng withsecompanimen, fr the sake of vy i i e
and e urged im 1o ot sitale mascans for e thid seson. I
ew of he s he had deteied between Rodgers nd e
Teaneva Rambles and bis il fecling hat Rogers performed best
alone, i i nrestn t e how soon s il his deciion was
reached. Alo puesing is e fct that Pce was sbot (0 eae on
moter ik e and knew e would ot be presnt 3 the sssion 10
approv immi's sccompaniment or 10 verce the Fcordings. O
incvtably concldes tht Rodgers was no eally being “handid” in
any it e, and s eer’s tucionssho sccompamment oy
imply Rave b in he form of some vage Suggesion for o
consderation. I amy ven, Jimmie o0k him raly and began 10
eead the word amon his few scatered cotacts round Wasinglon
At e was lookin for insrumentat

“Tnrough the grapevie, the nwsreached a drafsa and pa e
masicin named Ellsworth Coszens. An acquaitance of Cozzens had
met Rodger n  local masic store ad, eaming of i inerest in
locating musiians, aranged o inaoduce i o Cozzens 0d anther
i, Join Ninde!

e, oipnally from Colonil Beach, Virgnia, whs he s of
countey doctor While working 3 4 cle in the Sae Depariment
during Warld War I he had scqind a et n suig mosic rom a
Colwarke who had constrcied  hee.sringed “gar” This k08
il seres of mandolin esons, bt Nind was uncomforabe withhe
st moton requied by 3 flat pick. Fiding himsel sso more
inchied o memrize s ha 0 ead from musc e gave up fomal
Iesons and tured o the sandard g, playing by e 4 using 3
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diecing the acual recontng operatons from the contol booth o
g floor, 8 was 3 rle hat would have ial impact upon the
evolving msic.nd-ecording boiness, snd t et must g0 major
credi for cratng and dfning s funcion. As was th case wih s
Sdisconey" of rce and hilbilly music, it came sbout wih lile
delberson o regand fo the Mistorical comsoqunces, bt it was
ey he free of Per' personaly ad his pecla combination of
(e, et e it work

Like many successtlbusinessmen, Peer was both comservative and
innovativ, On one hnd, b relicd o cuuious plaomng and coldy
e, roven management prsctices:on th ter. he snderstood
e ncd 1 take risks and dslied diag hings  cerain way simply
becaue thy had abeays b do hat . Wher the st side of
e business was concemed,he wasrady o experimen, 1 explore -
he possbilies o the music and performer st hnd, 0 v seting
it some safe rouine that the. publc ightsoon e of. With he
enertinment work undergoin rpidand yoamic changes, e e
“was e forsuch  empermen. aough evntully i reted certan
irones a4 diemmas bt maniesed themsehves i e carcr of
Simmie Rodgers.

(One irony lay i the vy e of commercial hillily ecoding
and maketng, For all he effos of those who would ty 10
Chaaceie Per 3 he Franci Jmes ik of America Flksong.
was oo i et . naive culue ot s llngnes 10 ke
busines sk tha hd fst o i o Billily music. Parsdovicall.
e same quality tht made i profisble fo Peer—is quan, ntve
(4 therfor copyrghati) orgin—also accoued fo i conse
quent popularty with moderm genertons who'd never heard i, o
Who remembered it nly wih nosalgic loning. Mach of Wby
MUk’ spcess came shout because 1 snck paople 4 someing.
“pen” and“oriinal" contvingthe parado, h e el he
music became, the more Pcr'scapacty o nnovation was st a0
Wil b usiessman's inincts neer o tamper with  wionr. The
prscnc of Jimnie Rodgers helped brin these conficts i fous,
Sibough the dilemma was something Pee cume 1o realze only
radally. He faed 0 n vrious asions, 4nd with varying resuls,
over the year.

I 4 buines: wherescking with any scessfol ormul, howeser
vap nd moldy, s become  way o, Peee'sconinuing demand
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a5 anying more than  somenha forious dsovery. one who
probably wouldn't st log one th il sovety hed wor off.
T proessionlIfe of  reconding arist i ever more tan e
e be'd ol Jimmie t the sccomd session.) I ks hrdly 3
Coincidenee, hawrer,tht Vicorcoud repor s est sl i seversl
Qs st the vy tme of imnie Rodgers deous, or that Raph
P, e nly e Rodgers royaly s, would ey find
imsel i e oncy han e ncw what 10 do with. Rsgers s
proportonsicly s grestr e 0 e 0 Vi, bt b would
S fnd i 0 maor sorce of income i e ncerai imes ahe.
Unorunsely, theie il elaionshps in I years cano b
chard with sny accurcy,after 1928 Vit was siobed by RCA
and o longer s spacic profand loss s, whie Pee's
s were stcadiy submeged inhe machinationsof  ernationa!
Conglomerse

Wi i profesionsl s scenda, Rodgers was o beanig 0
coun among s scial cquuiniances  mber of pomient show
iness persondie. In New York fn My he'd et one of hiv
ongtime o, Gene Austin, nd dicoverd ht ey had 8 grs sl
incommon. Albough Ausin was younger and had Come to e
mach soonr,thy were both Southerers, and both had hd show
siness i hei o o a ey g Bor i Texs nd rered
Couiian, Austihad e 3 ey it s omaltaous and vl o
i’ AL Wcen be ran ey from home o i 3 s be et
ode it Pesing's cxpdiion it Mexic, and sevd 15 an arny
uger i Frace during Word Wat 1 Befoe b wa ol coough 0
e, be'd one o collee, fomed i wn dnce band, a ek
o carecrinshow siness. By (b i 1920's e was amstblshod
Vaudeile perfomer,  popl recxling s, 4 he compose o
sachsandrds 3 “How Com You Do Me Liks You Do i “When
My Sogar Walks Down s Steet He ad even aken o b (und
lagely anonymous) fing o Nl music 3 e yeurs e,
accompanying Blind George Reneas and Uncie A Star on several
. Over the years he'd becorm someing of 3 xure round the:
reconting stdio, ming out senmenal ditics Tk “A Boy's B

Frend T His Mother” and overs of popular bt such o “Yearin.
which had caught Jimmic'sacion. "My Ble Heaven.” which he'd
econded for Vitr he revious Seplember shoely afer Rodger's
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A i Rodgers prospred, o hose s i, Victr's et
prof o he second qarcr (Apri-une, 1928) g to 1,270,646,
on sl of o $10,000.000— net ain of $226.436 ovr 1
comespondin three month o the revious year. Profs o the st

X months ofthe yer amounted t st $3,000.00,up more tan
51,000,000 from the st Ralf of 1927 Just how much Rodgers
conrbted 1 tht scces . mate of speculton, bt his e st
o been substamial, i view o the fct that Rl Per's copyigh
oyaties for the second quane alone soaed 10 st $250,000
Pee' carings wer infc 0 phencmen nd sudientha. 0 mlliy
Victorand avoiddrsic s, he uikly found i necssry 10 form
several wholy owned conporatons o diserse the ol “As |
collctd these copyrighs.” he explined.er, T4 divide ther
Tamong the corporations] on the recordin st which was just
evie, ot o cover p xacly, bt st ot ek 0 obviows st
v taking out lnge sums of money  From i procedure vas
spavned, among otbers, Southern Music Publing Company 1.
‘hich evenually was 0 become the fagship of te Pt orgnization
By the end o the year Souther Music slon whs 50 proabe that
execuives in Camden were prssuing Pee 0 sl 0 Vicor, which
hey viewed a the“parentcompany” and thus et 10 both ot
and 4 anageil voie.” Vit el losed ot the year with & et
ncome o $7.269.523—only slighly below s peak in the i
Tucnics, before rado snd. the takes ad become serous
compeion,

I asessing the proble impact of Jimmie Rodgers vpon the
forunes of these who'd undeaen o promote i, one st
acknowledge that Vicar's operutions wer wid 4nd s, nd
ardly sbjct 10 wid octutions becuse of the presence o any
newcomer, however auspicious s debut. Afr al, sl music
was sl what mateed I Carden. Victo's Red Seas were the
e, and Carso,aough oo ead,the only Tri St Far
encath, o the popula s, Wiiran nd Warig ad Gene Ausi
coninud to . and below them were 3 dozen o more s
by, od hads ke Vermon Dalhar, Frank Luter, 1 Johany
Marvin, who wer no oot o be dislodged by some yodeln yihoo
outofthe boondock, a0 mate o well i econds sld, Sl
Rodgers was nlyonéofmany st i Rlph Pcrs bl and e
1500 mach evidence 10 suggst ht o his stge Pee thoughtof b
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For some months the New York-based el Albee Orpes
onpnization, o of e ation's oldestand gt heca concrn,
ol ben negotisting withthe Sarey-Crandal rests 0 ke ot
S procipal Washingion theaer, he Earle, a Thicenh and £
St and o e  olcy ofssght vadevile. Nes he end
of Jly the alks el rough, and K A.O esved 10 repen s own
Ko Thester n the capia. Whie discusions wih Sty Crandll
‘were underway, he Eate had been booking s 3t from wee (o
wek, esitingany loag rane commitments pending the cvcone of
¢ proposd mrgee. Under thse somena sl ircumstnce.
with Gene s backing amd help fom Pet wih the New Yo
Bookin offices, Rdgers was bl o, sécre 3 weck'scagsgement st
e Eare, opeing Saurday, Augus 4

One mesireof Jimnie Rdges's ooming popalsy tha surmer
s the ac ht i s is At b pecsonalappearane, b was
iven hedline bilng bove s roup of sesoned vasdvile peror
mers. The program-—a efeshing summertine revie”caled “Moon
ligh and Roves" included Chsle Albofl, & popuse oldime
o s ube comic known 5 “The Yanke Fiddr” e Lovey
G, tcemge siser et dncer Fraok Seie; and e Kardo
Brohers, “The s of 100 Song.” Masier o ceremonies was o
Boakrest, a favorke with Washingion audence It wis “four-
day.” with bl bour performance betncen shovins o e estire
im, “Hore James,” saring Luva Lo Plane.

T days befor be opened,Jme wen o 0 eher wih he
house orchestr. Undistubod by al the bbb ad fancyparsphern
T of 3 "delune house.” 10 cal i fcttht i i, mssuming
manne was cken for shyness, he good-natredy suffered the hing
of the siage crew, whod singled N out a1 4 noic. Offered
mockimportat advke and awailed with endss questons sboot
prop 4 ghi. e won themave by nsistin, vith g, sl
e needd s “s box 0 prop cy fo on, a3 coul i amp”

On pening night,drsed in his rkeran's o, he boejumper
and sinped cop. B ralrosd wsch and prced by §0 Abert
Wtch<hai, b wenn cnstage 10 the orchesi'slely endition of
“Frankie 1nd Johany." which he'd begun 0 e occisioally 45 &
here song. He ptone fotupona wirehacked drgstore chai which
e prop maste ad rovided, cradi s ew Weymann i n i
o, gave th adicnc i i, andpromply capivatd thrmwih
“Biue Yodel” “Brakeman's Bloc.” and “Ben Dewbery They
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et in il hd fnally catpuled i i the big e, and he
was curenly i the height o his popularity.”

Simmic'sscquinance with Ausin s enewed n June, et b
later came o Camdea no loag afe Jimmic's fouth sesion (0
complet  seres of fecordings he'd begun e aer with s popist
‘sl named Bob MacGimsey. fiom Lowsina. The following
month Austin and i wife brough down from New York thei new.
525,000 yach, ingly chistned ke Heaven. Sling i up the
Potomac o Washingon,the Austinshosted a Fourh ol i for
Jimmie and Caric shoa sip

A wo of the top recordin, st in the country, Rodgersand
Austin had reson o celebrae. I the Jahouse Now.” relesed n
April, was cimbin to thirdon Vicor's Ten Bes Sllers, shesd of
recond by Whieman, Waing's Peansyvanons, Frank Crumi
Jovny Mavin, nd e Ausi's coent i, “Ramona " which, with
n advance sl of 400,000, had alrcady camed the st $50.000in
fees and royalies * Over plates of Carie’s foed chicken et
Converation soon ured o Basines, Jimmi's health had mpoved
il e vl of warm weather, 4 b s anous o capilie on
he rowing succss of i ecods with maay peronal sppeaanecs
Peer had ik of  ntonwide vadevil tur, bt i hd come.
Of i, Meanwhile, Rodgers wis playing the random one.sighters that
Ray McCrath managed to come up wih. by to b working a sl
When Austin beard shovt 1 he o0 his he. o s wisting your
ime it shotgun and neghborhood houses.” he told immie. “You
can 3 mjor thester st 55 cay.” That s il o encouagement
e cager and always enhusiasie Rodgers necded

AL e time, however, theatncal condions n Washington were
Iined, efieing rends s he couny. Talkies were o hee vy
bt the ol crae for sound had ot ye hit. Ahough b e
vadevile, presed from all ks and ying of s own e, had
only e years o e, the v maor Washingon heatrsoper it
Sammerthe Fox, Loews Pasce and Colambis, and Sy
Crandals Eare and Mesopalian—<ominued 1o book what were
Ko as “vandfim” i, These consied of st run pictres, sl
oty sens, lcmaing wihive etrsiament. Sty speaking
e ot vauevile i he rsdivonal e, but e o four scs
which, sihough they received idividul billag and perrmed
Sepiely, were sdvertied s & “rev” nder some geeral ther.
g the ines o the unit et Koown 2+ “movie pescnaions ™
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100 casy—ags-to-ichespter of so manyshow:biz bographis. Fr
opencr. here s an shmost sbelevable sy of theania moments
Which I mightdraw Upon, re.crae, novelze, o therwis e for
fuleffec,aterwhic i he abers would sty fll v lne:youns.
Jimmie wianing an amateur alen contes at the 3ge of twehve,
perhps. nd ring ol from home with 8 mdicine show: or tht
e frt reconding sesson in Besl, Tenesce the fral young
raloadr wih show-business spiraons desercd by his own b,
e immie Rodges Enteriners.gong back hoe rinly determined
10 ac he by recording agetand winning e chance 0 ke &
ol rcord it wa detined 1o change hiskory. Or i o pefers i
media 75, the Jegendary scene 3 ew o late, when immic
Rodgers. i frs record hrdly relesed,goes up 1o New Yok n i
batred old Dodge with ten dolrs i i pocke, chcks ito an
expensive okl call up the busy ecording excutive, ad allows a5
ow e juthappens o b i own and, o be sccommodatin, will ry
1o T time to, make some more records for M. Vicor's Tlking
Machine Company. O pehaps  show.must-g-on siory, one of e
donens o s ht i odgers g0 ut of e, downed 3 shotof
Wisky andchewed on lemon o clea i et nd case he il
and went ou lone o 3 bare stage, propped i g up o 3 chai.
ashed he adience  big i, and bgan sn that would e he
on thei et by the e e ot o the yodel. I ne s e e o
b, there i ally (neialy) the scen i Victor's Studo 1 0n
Tucry-fourh Sret in New York, May 24, 1933, where Jimmie
Rodgers s ona ot i a reheanal hal, masling s suengh for
e more ake beore the microphone. Lae i the aflermoon b et 0p
and recond 3 i of ish cald “Years Ago.” Ti P Ally's
o in st days of whit 3 BBy song cugh 10 be. 410
hinysix bours e e i dead.

I hetwen ae hundreds o b s pice, vignetes, moments of
slory and dsperaton, egends, cherihed bis of fa fre. Some of
e, o coure, e out 1 be Tabrcaons, cer wholly r i
ot Bt 40 ot matr thers were more e thn e lling
of them could ever be, and flly everthing balanced o, for
e g of & man's e s omehing mors than, o other han,
he mere ecodin of i

18 the Tt of Jimmie Rodgers can be charscirized by  single
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e i ack for sn cocore nd wated mors—sste Washingion
Posts reviewer eponied, “Jimie Rodgers. “The Sngig Brakemn.”
would hav come pack some v mes 1 8 ceain Saury i
i thee way sbout .17 Bt the show had 0 sayon chedle
Sl Jimme ook i harid bows with the igh claion s comes
only 03 erforme who kaows he's knocked ‘e dad. Thre woukd
be b aprecaive sudences. troughout e weck, nd more
cpporunites f engiy cncores once the show had loviend p

Despie Jimmie Rodgers's personal success hoveve, (e box
office business for the ek s anly mediore, Washingion selered
inthe eat ad bmidiyof igh surner, nd tendance was down st
hesers il ovr town. Varey atibutedthe falloff 103 mbe of
. i adiion o the weather, the was  notaie ek of srong
ferres intown,and the Eark hd oy recndly cnoyed 3 successul
oudebim r that hd b hldove unt s el e began
1o dvinde, redeing “camycner” fo the e bl >

o Jimie, however, his ek a the Eale was ndsing short of
g Asde from a subsanial sy, he'd ot sar illing and
wha s 4 RS ot RwSFapers, and th expote
woukd so0 led 04 evn bigger and moe proacted engapenen.
Thre s, fnlly,  certain happy symmety i the tming of his
sl debut. As Caic s qick 10 e, € had come e yar 19
e day st he'd cavaed St S n Britol 1o eeud fo Rgh
peer

i o T Su' P e o el oy oo Worke War
T g T v ey

T e e e . o o, et b i
e et o g b o o R ot oy 53
e e e gt o Do G e 0
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“The OId Marster's Been Mighty Good
to This Mississippi Boy”

e Rodges's cngagement at the Eare was beady s, b his
ek of Yo 8 day i th nation'scapia et b physiclly 108
emotonally drsined. Anopton it Saley-Crandll provided for 31
cxended o o the chai's neghborhood hetes aroand Washing.
{on,bu Jimmie s in o condion o th bt pace an continied
e, Afler 8 e sppesrnces he gave up the four for 3 much-
necded e,

T e yer since Brisol e had bad preciou e time 10 el
cnjoy the et of sceess, and tak Sk of what i hppening
o himprofecsionsly. The money oling i fro recod royalis wak
3 clarenough idicton that h'd srived:now bandles o i il
v svery day, ad sraphooks began o bulge withprss notes
More Rty came in what wasproverially s sioerst for--ohee
anists began 10 coer is it ecods, g 10 both i composer
oyalies ad his sexare i he et word ¢ 1 Seperibe i
oun reconding of “Blue Yode""Away Oul on the Mowain® was
e n England o avorble e and gl sron s,
mackin the egimings of s irmatona ollowig that would grow
in scope and ey heough (he years. By ht time the Rodgers
MWl ecords, wih e dsinely e o, wee frter
cxpunding Rodgers's agpeal i e Unicd Stacs

Follovingthir marmiage, Al and Anni Nelson bad puchsed 3
ome o Abbey Plac. N, in Washingion, with the nention o
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opporunty to promot i new sar, who, 3 he relzed that sum-
mer of 1928, was growing incresingly resss and disaisfd
in Wshingon.

e thereore st o work with the New York vaudeville agetJck
Adams 30, afer seeral weeks of efotaions, mensged t book
Rogers it oratve pot on th Loew Circut's“Sothern T
o the sominfll o, In ght of Jimic's esive abscurty, the
chanic simosphere hen prvaing in Loew’s New York bocking
offcs,and he shaky condition of vaudeville i genrs. i was 3
majr coup. Among th lrgr vasde “whecls” ouring o0 of New
Yok, Loew's Southern Time was one of th best known and most
presiions, & Wikely tovied roud show which plaed severt
Nidwestem and Norhern cies (nclocing Boston. Toront. and
Mo s wel 35 Loews rstcas (hesters 1t Scuth's e
s To b sre, it e o onge vaudeville n e o, pire s
ecent yean ech weekly i had becn funcioning el 3 &
prsenation bil for 3 fextured movie, and the decine of fve
Enerinment aionllyhadcaused the e b e ot e i rom
Sinee the yea before. Nevenheless, a far 1 Jimmie Rodgers was
Concemed, Loew's wa the Big Time. A  repuied slryof $5003
‘wek e was delghed 1 i the i, schedued 10 opn n Nl
Vinginia, o November . Pcr, who wa shoot 0 v New York o
an exended fld econding i, 5o sranged o e i 1
Aat e that Fll fo the atir's i Victor sesson. Amcrc's
Blue Vodelr wassuddeny fcing  very busy schedul, and dspitc
the vagais of i ealth and Cae's raggng doubts, i was exacly
he way be waned it

Forgond measre, Pec hd lso mde  dest withte Pbli.chi
i was 1o ppesr i several o thei hatrs down the Easier
Scabod, fleshing ot the i inrary that Ry MeCreath had put
{ogeter. McCresh, onc-upped by Pectand foesecin Lt demand
o hissrvice, et back o the o boxies, e e on e
englening s of “managers” who wouk come and g0 n the couse
of Jimmie Rodgers's career

“The Rodges family et Washingion in mid Spicnber. Planning o
ong-awacd it for which exd “umphant reur”) (o Mesdan
con opningon the Lo Circut,Jmmie s s wife and daugicr
o010 Misisipi by i 50 hat young Ana could st school here.
Wil it drver st he whee f the new bl Bk, e et ot 1o
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uming ovr the Third et howse 1 Jimmie snd Care. Bt with
sumime now pssing and despite il i prfesional optons, Rodgers
s corainofoly e thing. he wantd 0 avd e g ofsnthr
Norem vinier He was ls geting chyfct; ey ad e sayed 1
one place for a5 long 3 pecod 2 hey'd spent in Washnglon

‘Accodingly. e and Ray McCresth began o ke cahorae plat o

ot of oneaighes scross he counry Jimimie st or 3 e
professonal phoograph by Apedin New York. the famous pose o
HNim i et clthe, polkadot e, snd s bose, crading i
0018 Marin was incorported no handbills and newspeper s
ing mats heralog the colosal “CoastTo-Coast Tor of Arneis's
“Blue Yodeler! N PERSON™ Offrng “A Program Of The Greaist
Varey 10 Filld Wit Entrainmen s Suee,” Roctes was
pefom with“His Company of Enteriners.” ahough . was clear
Trom the beganing tht he hd o iteion o caring lon ary
addiional acs. Tsead, b panned to bok loal e, sting 0
Tack that they'd e prfesioal enough t st i et

niilly, the bt MeCresth could come o with s  meage iing.
of dates sl indpendent hestes rough the Caolins, Ceorn,
a0 it Florid. But uch s our wold mean o what Jie ki
s playing and singing o sl own adiences s e downhorne.
everyday Simplesi——od it woukd et oy th expenses xd provide
S eason or gein back 1o his beloved Socthan, He vt i 1t
S ol when Ralph Pee caled with imporan news.

‘Athough 5 peronal maragemen conat i » customry part of
i il agecment wilhcach w aist, e neves shoved much
nterst n the dy-o-dy rourine of Ovrscin the progres of theic
caees ousid the reconiag sudo. In the carly dys Rodgers had
e vrios sl e sgencies o woukkbe marsgers. 1 addiion o
MeCreuth, hed been booked by the Heory F. Seal Ageny in
‘Washingon and by Pus Derpsey of th Herhet Hooey offie in ew
York, snd thee e fllowed 3 Vil parade of e Who vere
nominally. bt only ity i “gent” o “mandge.” Rodgrsnevr
et o s on his o when the chane eesated e, nd
raduly e mare or s 1ok ove the busies o booking is own
{ours and ersonal apearaces Pt s epealycotented it
amigement, ieppin i oly s n th cse of the are booking —
‘Whenhe et e tuton was ot esough o reguie s ataton
and clout. Of coune, he remined rady o cxpot any major
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anywhere o paying crowd might g, Withthe genral elese of
“Blue Yodel" in Aprl be began sdversing Niwell s “Amrica’s
Blu Yodelr™ Alhough b hid s the te in 2 casal fahion
exlr, it protably became N major pofessionsl billng ot (e
Sugeeion of & WTFF announcer, Ry McCreath, who had ambiios
plans 1o become his masager and book 3 natkonwide our”

Meanohile, he popalariy of s reords contned o grov.
Camic's bofer, Nte Willamson, drve p from Merkdia tht scng
o vist, and Jimmie took i on a tou o the city. Yeurs ler,
Willamson recounted the expercace in i saely Soutern danl
Tt you se, was bfore | really hnew b war detnd 10 b
Tamous man. Jimnie invied e 10 gt i he ca wih i ad ke
ide in dowriown Washingion, and 5 we droe (hrough he st
ther slowly, in svery bloc i o would come from & muskc
house, sumeimes from mre (hn one msic hose n he same block
' neve beardanybing hat way and - ofcous, | lesred har's
why e e e o ke the de Wil i, o 0 s hea o e
Whlecity was Iening 10T Rodgers * A o wecks er, back
i Misiskipp, Willamson and his wie It for 8 dnie o the Gulf
(ot s we rode lon, at the ek of day and beor he i of
e sun,” e recaled, “my stnton was drected to smon cvry
ambouse—it was s oice and s yodlng, such 45 14 head in
Wahingon, 1 came from, st very howse. | knew thn he was
destined 1 be e

“Th same noton wasbegoning 0 oce in Caden. By the midle
of May. with four T Rodgers rcords o the market, Vicor
Cxcutive discernd that e vagabod odes rom M var
ot 056 new s recondfo the quarer, and hey s 3 call.
Toras Carie . it—"more—oremore” Accordngly. Peer
sringed 0 hold  sesion in New Yoek durn (e st weck s May.
W want 0o cght e en oubers his e, h tld Rodgers, and
the verenthusiastic immie capely sured i (st b was ady.

Bt ofcourse e wasi. The spr vas more tan wilig, b e
epenire was wesk.He hd o hund e o four songs Whih Ele
MoWillams had sent from Mendian, hsily serbied off snd
anncacd, i espone o a e call for materil howeve, e
i coldn’t e the msic he hd b aie o “work ot nly
one ofthem, “The Sailo's Plea ™ Now be eeded more sons, and b
needed S Else o tsch tem 10 b
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Hitting the Stars

Over the phone, s MeWilams's i s bright 1 immedincly
condial, atbough she has 0o ides who 1 am, or may be. “Why, of
Coure e says, 3ou ot come o out et and we 1l k. Be 1ad

v visons of some. o old ady—she st be close 0
ighy—very oy, 4 i g, dperc for compeny.
s o e ad e e it Bt somethin n B .
el et y t . Whe sk wht wld b the bt e
o e o com, ey “Why,just any el Any i you can
Ctchme hre, v oo s 0, g ek sl vt
o, s hr's vy fol i and ok around B, ot 3 s
Come on snywey. W't lways i o e s Rodge 4.
Yoo o com ny time

T ok e coloriesBunglo o 3 eacs sove e s, n 3
i bt s 70t 30 ch down s Y ke o6
i, Pty e s i e Rodgr i, i ek e s
o addian now e ievals e ke e hdgs
unclippd and e small. snge family dvelogs a esnnng o
o thei 5. 1 ery my dennstion by te et sign o
o ofte e poeh E. K. MeWilam.~ The s, o
o, o of M. Wilams-Eiwin Riar, o "Vl
Dk b 1 known sround v, Fo s han oty years b
i e and g for e Cy of Mt e ove o dc,
G h s and el o A tugh e e, once
s Gsribd 4 he st WA vt 3o 0 s 4 s, .
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Elie MoWillms e, Herownfmly avays came st with
e, smal chidren and 5 husband o ook afr, she s n B0
paricalar mood t0 g0 tipsing off (0 Washingion, Mersover, she
St il st sh'd e able 1o come up with he ki of el
S waned and pcded. But, ae hinking it over, she agee.
g immie Radger ot of oghspts had become somcbing of
S habt i er Ty,

1. el . N5 i by A B Moy 1975 e V.
B 0. O 7.

e D
s 7 0
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T cie amd of the winding rvens of America
We Tt We sndeiod

s poty. e nscription st exacly et 1o Whiman,or 5.
Bl or cven James Dicey.® B here, n his ime and pice, i
o tha e xpects, and o betr (han it has any gh 0 b In
hat fshon, i s 4 aboluely iting memoria o immic Rodgers,
“The Singing Brakeman, known alsoas “America’s B Yodelr
and yes indeed, “The Fathe of Counry Music

“Th Fatherof Counry Misic. immie would g 3 rn ot of it
one. The raucous walof moer Nashville would bl axd berse
Timaie Rodgers s much 25 anyon e, lthoughhe would apply. i
ot veyly. admit pacrity and i the creit. In i
Casal, offand mane, he vas i if o pward mobie. OF
prhaps t was st  tique expesio of s Souther individalsm.
e, immedise, oot serion o h 0”4 W. . Cah
descibed the yge

Like the ncripion o bis monumet, e Rodgrs excceded s
Himitatons n srnge and moving ways. Fo the s iy years o i
llo-shrt i, he was mor o e e t evrythin he i,
i view f the at that e was dying lte whi o a bl nd
&biliating discs i i something of & il (or st et & happy
accident thc he fered anying e slone an offpin 3 awesore
and amorphous 8 “scuntry musi.” He serily Vasn' moch of &
msican_coubda' read ot keep e, play the “Tght chor, o
i yric hat 1. Al he coud d was resch he earts o mllions:
of popie around the workd, wnd 1t ters up. They fsened. 1nd
undersiond. T was sl e i my aly years. 3 genertion e his
death, and i i v today. more ha alf 4 entry since i
Rodaers st bncame, 2 he ciché s i  egend i his own e

I Rodgers'scase, the phease was lirlly . Long teore bis
prematue dest in 933 at the age of thiny-v, be had becone
Somethig of 8 0k hero, 4 the sag of the Bl Yodeer, ofen
embelshed by myth and omanc, contned o o hrough e
0w & sory withsrng appel 10 the publc’s e of drama and
desiny, marked 3 it was by the hero's humive orgi, suden
Sucess, ame and e, s aly. agic deah—all he St from
‘whih ve spin our popular gods snd goddescs

Sodumatie i ot wes Roders's e I tht whe 1t bgan o
rce i T was sre ta he telng of 1 would ke the asy—perps
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o0 it o the flor st home, why, St on it ere.” He was one of
Simmie's avores, and whenever Rodgers was in the s Dick
MCWilliams raveled around with him 35 “bodyguard” dinking
companion, and ellow prankstc. Now. ss | will hly leam, h s
in the front bedroom, cripped and mut, sy dying.

Ukmock several s Ahough | mexpected, s e it 10 o
is aniouly avaiting me. | hear o playing; cvemual
anbe of my raps the volame s owered and inally the door s
opened. She is thinner than 1 imagine, but 1 recogaize M.
McWillams (rom photographs daing back twenty years. For an
iasansh pcrs e without expresson 4 wary housewie prpared
10'cut o th spcl for poato sice, excyclopdias, nsurance. But
he | itrodce. mysel, the sl s hee mmecistly and the
warmncst i her yes. She comes ou 0 open the door of the purch.
{alking o weady s, Sh's b sting wih her hasband, e sic,
o0 know,but b Ioes the radio and ke 1 e somece s with
i, s place is jost 3 rcss but come o in anyway. This aer.
008 she s o pick up ome things s h e nd run rands, bt
WET have 3 i long cht, et me ight the heste i thi rontroom,
and well it thee: But st come seoss the all and et
Me, MeWillams

“Aferwand, i hecrowded, comortabe palor—the very oom el
s overtuffd—ve ik shout Jimmie Rodgers snd e MW lias.
St has ol he tores over and aver hrough the year, o | hve esd
or beard them il before, prcicaly word or word, bt er v
S0 e v st fech 3 I e yest were 1928

“Nthing woud do bt that | 5010 Washington. she ays,recsllng.
bt spring. 1 hd leady it e o fot Songs ad e ther 0p
ther, buthe did't ake anyhin but “The Salr's Pl He s, 1
on have o masicans up e that can do ‘e ight. | want 0 bear
o0 play " and sing“cm, o 11l koo what ik, snd b hey e
Suppusd 10 be done.”

S0 mthing would do bt [ come up there. When he called tht
time, e sid, They el me I've go 1o have four songs ready or
reconding i New York ot crain dae. Says, i, get me four songs
i come uphere and ing ‘e 0 me. 1l gy yourexpses andall
Well, ¢ he tme, v chikren wre sl wel, 4 ool ws ot 454
everything. So 1 aid 1 woukd"

T th mesnime, Ry MeCreath hd persded I o take b
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the cas of ther umbersshe helped with, Elie id o rceive crdi
o ). Oter songs had random origis “Missisppi Moot was
B’ atempt 1o matc th ffrtof  rnd who hd wrten st
ity ntled ~Alabama Moon " Her fascinaon wihth e of
ncber gthood frien, Haydec, esuled in "My Lie Lady" (T4
v heard that ame befor: i just stk with . she . s [
decided 1 make  song sround ") “Lullaby Yodl” s s aoter
cradl song: is st on ['Slcp, Baby. Seep”) had b  poular.
nd 1 wanted somehing simila 10 1" To ber supse, Jmmi's
el rendidion o “Lullaby YodeI”conineedmany of s isenrs
i was atobiographica. “They would sa. O 3 10 bod—bis
it et Bim and fok the by, she remasked Ttr, lauging. 1
i, "Law, 1 was Jost g & song. ™ But the incident s
‘it ay a the et o the Rodgers phenomenon, the e quality
{hat was 10 shape e matre of i place n entertinmen history. his
image b publi and prvae. Taing raw el from varid a0d
e uikely sores,hesyibesized i, mde 1 completly s own.
and dliverd i with soch e convicton hat e snd sgain s
udences wansfered wht b sang notonly 1 is own bt o theis
vl To mary,Jimmie Rodges made ~sicerit.” “ovesty.” a4
“hean” the compeling foces of couny musk

In contast o he oiins of “Miswuppi Moo and “My Litle
Lady.” inspraton fo he other semaining sngs-_“My O Pal” and
T Lonely snd Bloe™—vas more geneic and s immedie,
derivd 3 hey e rom the gret ok ofprofesionaly composed
senimenial ballads and love songs in soge sine the 1890's and
belore. Asked oot nfences Spon ber, Else McWilams s
ypially vague: “Oh, v ahways had maic around the house—
Tedords plying o the o an. B | do' kaow hat | s stenion
1o any o I before Jimmie got me ineresed in .

Lin by lne, e by noe, day 4 igh, mmie and Elsic—the
music factoy, 25 Carie caled them—hammered ou songs. 1 was.
hand work and seris busnes, for dspte the casal, Sometimes
cavaler approach that Rodgersafeced for poblic consimption, he
was perectionist, and s nsincs were s of 3 profesional n he
st seme of the word. As Caie has writn, “when working ot
anycomposionof is own, words and s be refused 10 b coment
il ounded ot iht.” 1 hrase,  measure, semed o lck fee
emotonal swing, e worried i 1 3 and thn, fguratel. sencd
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on as “personal mansge” 1o amange show dtes and publicy.
Altough tei ssoiation wou prove o b shot lved, MeCresth
o rsigned is o ot WIFF ad s devotin ul time o promoing
“Amerca’s Blse Yodeler” His gradioe pans incloded network
adio performances and  exensNG perona sppearane i acust
When she et Meridian i mid-May, e MeWillms expecied o
e away rom homefoanly  week o s. Afer spndin seversl dys.
in Washingion “woodshedding" e pew rumbers it Jimmie, ey
et fo New York, accompanid by MeCreath, who psaned 0 6o
advance work long the way. In Mashata, howeser, ey eamed
o Ralgh Pee had been calld 1 Chicagoby e s of s moter.
He et strcion for Jimmi o have Carmie and Anta join ther in
ety ad vacaton s Vickor'sexpene unl e could etur n 3 e
days 1 was the family's il e of ooy, thei st ngibe
evbdence ha the hard times were fvlly ove, and thy. made the
most o . Cai, robled by the e wie that sumoned e,
ad iy et b waies's Job and rushed p on the (i,
expecting o find Jimmie suffring  elapse, possilyne e ot of
ah. Intad, e et er with sl gin d & ew bl Bk, in
plce ofthe btred Dodge that hd b n the famil sine Brsiol,
They tourd the iy, took n Coney Ilnd, i n the estresaurants,
and geerlly eaped e pleasurs of the nain’s gretst metrpols
b pinnaceof s gor. i he daysbeore he i Apple witered
der bresucracy.  burdn,andurban Dgh. “We o st i st
e Mnger ot sid Elsic MWillams, "4 hd 5 good time,
doin th very best things you could imagine, and joying e
Finally fter 3 week, Pee wied and ol hem 10 50 bck 10
‘Wahingon:is moter had died and he would b urshe 10 et 34
planed. The cssion was rschedled for the. midd of June i
Camden, ad Jimmie snd e were et o hav foursions)
Songs ready by then. Else resigned bl 10 ong sy up Norh
Back in Washingion, she recaled how Jimmic had ke o b
family and caly e 3 they drove along on he 7 1o New York.
Moved by hi cloe anschmen 1 his futer, she composed "Dy
and Home" from things he'dsid bout “h best rind 1 ver .
he man who rid to bang me 0p right Similuly. Jimmi's
ecolctions o s rload bsrdinghouse days n the Crsent Cty
nspired "My Ll O1d Home Down n New Oreas” (aough, 1 1
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“Domesicaed” seems  ressonable erm o desribe i, for i comvas
1o the ate jihouse dities, alod agedie, oo ongs, ad bloe
yodes e mumbers iten o <o sulhored b his sr . 4nd
ocorded st Jimmie's fourh ssson ll show & masked ivolverment
Wil syrupy love songsandsendimenal sereades 1 home and harth.
The real ifeence, howerer, Hes ews i subect mater than i

“Never No Mo! Bles” i s cas i pot. Altough she probbly
conrbwed 10 several i yodes, e would neer sllow he rame
1080 onthem, for she conidered e iom rtercrde nd inpole
"L hlped i staighen hem out.” she ud, lvghin. "ot 1 G
wan Iy rame on them. ['ve ahvays becn mighy siaight ced.
ing i here | o' ik | wanied my
ever No Mar Blus” was the ol excepion, becsue i
was sty er creaton. Sgnifcaly, in ot to hmie's v
and sometims iy bawdy blcs, it he maverick stanas and
drving exuberance, “Never No Mo’ Blues energed a5l more
han an nocvous arewel 10 fded love, organcaly unified 3nd
careully plished. Tha, pesbaps, s the ditingising e of the
Rodgers MeWilams maerl:  was, in several senss of the
o, “composed.” betaying the smooth snd siady bt oo
emoved hand of the songurier. 1 s respect s resemiesupiown
elfons 10wk folkongs, o oppsed 0 the more sl and uben-
i source of Rodgens carer maerial. Modeled 3 many of them
e on New Yorkich nons of what rurl motic hould e, such
e 35 “Mississipps Moon.” “My OId Pa.” “You and My Ok
Guita”and "V Lonly 4nd Ble” re barly unof-the-mil v
by Ti Pan Alley siandarés, sHhough il supeior  heie own way
10 moch o the hokum thas profesionl haks would e plm off o
Rodges and Peer.

A& songurie, s MeWilams had ber lnistions; b yics:
ar dervitve, commonplac, and occasionally doworght bnal o he
P, only Sighly temoved fom- moon-Jun spoon e lchés AL
hesam e, bers e fertle nd vly magination, coupled with
ide anging trests s s ity for naraie that ave et
Songs 3 fore and cobesion aten Lcking n Roders's onn wock. [F
e was ot & wre of grct song,sh srcly produced matri it
Compares avorbly ilh ber-kown pofesions cfforts o the
Gy Scaine” o Lia Time (1928), fr cxampie, ad he couboy.
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e g up again unl it 6t hiscas. " s she poitedout e d o
s ot i own—formal maiclogy wold hav “irushed the
poataniy the whimsical chamn tht wes e resly Vsl pr of
Sning Inh hesnt of his Yot in achrin 10 the sandards and
Gemandsof hisown“ratural music. he was sn exacting s, &
o maker i heprcie nd uncomsntionalmanver of an sincive
poct. “He. Hlandly lgnored the mtir of shyming unless i st
Rappencd, * wroe Carie. “He wold eve chinge the pronunciation
of 3 word i necesary for more plesing thyhm. He scomed alke
conext, suject sequence and il the tencs, sometimes ven the
enderst And pluals nd singulars ot themsehves galy angled up
Coninaously. Nomatr. D it soundriht? Tha was al ht matered
o Jimmie Rodger, minse. Ho waned o be sre tht voiec 4nd
Suings expresed is moods perfecl: told the storics he had 10 tll,
‘Wheber carere and rowdy o hean heobingly tender” 1f Caie's
prose occasionaly wamed to 3 b, hr percepions on this ot

Wi the adition of “Never No Mo’ Bles” (s cne atmpt 1
ry herhand a Rdgers' yodein e form) they had,on e eve of
{her depaur for Camden,the requied ighsongs. Catic prparsd
an bt dane 0 celebrae, and Jmie, ecling i ots, whiled
e aound the able, bandibing his giar a the same e, “With
you and my ol guiar.” he called ou, “T'm gonm i he st
punctstin the cutburst il  yodel Carie bushd b ey witha
Iaugh,clling the st of th amly (e were sl iving with Annic
and Al Nelson) 1 the table. Bt the msical whels ket wing in
Elie’s head, and whik the oer i the umed back o e piano 1o
‘work cu h som that soondeveloped s "You and My Ok Guia.”
Ty wen o Canen the next day with i sons nstesd o igh,
EIi having sufeed 3, cod diane i sotde 35 the prce fo her
compulive inpiration.”

W scems unlkely st S and Elic gave much thought (0 the
overal mature of e it ffrs, o tat hy wereconscious of any
e departue evolingout o . A fa s ey e conemed. ey
‘were merely mining a famila lode,ofen (s with “Lullaby Yodel
“Never No Mo’ Blues.” ind others) delcraly atemping 1o
duplicate what hd lrady proved successul. Ve thre i 4 disict
Tone o the Rodgers MOWillans maeril which st gt rom what
prceded i 4, to some. degre, fom what was 0 follow
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s “witen i Mashatian by ea from Indians, s o Updike
puti,obvously inking o wriers ke Hosgy Carmichcland Coe
CDon' Fence Me ") Porer.® Even Fats Waller wascapable of aine
such a5 “you har has changed s mid.” Which would suely drw
Knowing smiks if sung by any counry arist

Uldinately. Elsc MeWilans' gresies virwe a5 Rodgers's co-
abortr ave rom ber hique position 55 member of e fuily
Sh Knew whereJnmic i nincts y,undersiond i et
and weskneses, ad possesed the nsight and e sy 1o et bt
s o reimorce it A 3 fenit ven her most mediose
o —“T'm Lonely and Ble.” fo example s, throogh i
handing,subtantial schevemens. Judged sy on h bas o it
Iyric (b words 1 sung. rater han on the ). several of e
econings from the founh seson—My Old Pa.” My Lie 014
Home Dowa n New Oeans.”Daddy nd Home,”“Luliy Yodel
and“Never No Mo' Blues™re s god 33 any Rodgers cxer do. AU
Jeast one, "My Linke Lody” has tecome & classe. Al were
immedialy popular with b audinees and soid well

“The Rodgers MeWillams. colborsion vas ulimstcly shon
Hived—be recondedonly e of her song after 1929—ut et
conrbons played 1 cary s i role 1 shainthe dscion of
i caeer. A few oo arsts hav reconded Some of my e
since Jimmics pasng” she W i 1953, bt 10 o s cver
Secmed 0 undersand the spit bhin he songs and ke herresch
e hears of the popie ke he 64"

0 May. 1925, e Rodgers's fourth ecord—Blue Yodei—No.

I Brakeman’s Bloes'—was rlesed, snd by midsommer it
oyalies wer averaging over S1.000 & mont. For i, who'd
conbdentyprdiiedsuces l song i Was oy the beginning, b
Caie il found il o belee hatthee hard et v ver.
‘Altbough hed inally convined her o ui h Job a he oo, -
worcd that she migh ave 1 20 back anytie. Wit M. Vico
iven e could ikewise ke away. axd i, carcles s ever i
ol was sendingmoney as s s it ame n, boying cr, e,
and any gimerac that aught i xe. Carie tok sl comfort n e
Fct ht e was s gnerous wilhevryone e s with il nd
sh carelly oseded that hlf o his come whichhad ivays een
s, aganst the ineviable day when i vould il be over.
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For All Asheville

'l erica’s Fa ue Yodler
l' JIMMIE RODGERS  yicior kwnsr
In Person, With His Entertainers
Inchding Clyion MeMitchen and Billy Burka

'I AUDITORIUM --- Thursday and Friday *
' Dec. 5th and 6th — 8:30 P. M.
1t 1s A Pleasure To Welcome “Simmiz” To Asheville

X STERCHI BROS. |

' < STORES INC.
“ It (ns[slpsc aiSie Sierchis”

’4‘!325!5 X
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Swain's Follies

i Rodgers Lef ity Broke; Rturs s King of ‘Ble Yodel
S0’ procamed  fronpage eadlne i Adhevle that week, and
Timmie Rdgrs loved every mimte o . As in Meridin,he had ol
Scores e, and e was bt way 10 do i Bty akin he
ounds, leping in his wake 3 shower of preabucks snd happly
oakin, up he adulsthon of hose who'd Kicked him when be wat
dowa, aughed at i aiiion,o merlyfgored N Fo e bench
of WNC, which had unceemorioly iven him the. e 350
i i off 3 st anoter b, e generously repacd he
mow-ging yam sout Victr offcashesing s o, When s
eporcr sked wheee b plaaned 1 apear o he ocel sation gain.
Simmie rnned Wi pblicy it g and s, S il 1l
e workd i er'samabing | canever o o hep old WWNC, ey
i e coming across.™ 11 was 3 e tum of the scew. Alough
Timmi’s ongue was o douh angled toward s chck, e enuiely
mean what b . 4nd went ou o is way 0 arane severl
broadeass st wesk

“Asheil’s Ciy Avcitoriom was booked foe Thursday snd Fridsy
s (December © and 7). ad foca Vit desles ra . saurion
aiveriing campagn which 3gain proclimed he “Coat 0-Coast
Tour of America's Blu Yodelr and. i hlfnch e, h sl of
“Oner 12,000,010 Vieor Records by this Anis." Generl admision
ket were 50¢ and 756, ochests and reserved s S1.0, s
prices e tme. Byculy Wodnesday. the 1300 et udrum was
Compltly sld out for both evenngs

Rodger and i enourage Incd i 9 a the cleant Baery Pk
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ke teistepmothe,and e st s and st discipline, sl
ormagined, seemed moreand o inbearale Ths i came s some
et 1l when 16 decidd 10 ke th Py, Lot M. 1 o
Aaron'n is wanderings fomone rulcamp o snoher. The boys were
ot 1 Pin Spings where ok was iven ovr 10 the cate of s
paens, the Loves Taland Jimmie wen 0 live with theit mather's
aden sister, Do Bozeman, who 5o h deu of Sam and Jenaie
Boreman a few years culr had been et 10 reside over Siieen
Sections, the od Bozeman “home plce.

“To outward sppcaraces, Aunt Dora was the acheypal o maid.
one of those thin, shar-fied_spinters Who seemed 10 pist
{mmedistely from childbod  baren e e, ivarialy mirored
i th collctive fuily conciousnes ¢ 3 rmpy sk gt poking
Shou in sushonnct and gingham spro. tendng gacies, rasig
Chickens an vomeone cli's chkdee, misiern 10 geerions of
Kin—manyred, in al he wrong seases, 1 4 Toon ok her .
Beresth that spperanc dhere s, apply, scther, vty diflren
Do Bozeman. Tre,she came 1 the ol of Od Mid wi al e
Kikely credental, gt dow. o the ineviubly tagic cpode of 3
Souhiu ot hove. B tht oy proved, f anyhig. tht Doy ook
Comfor n the ol clkhé shout Lovingnd s being bt thia
e loving t ll. 0 i, 0, htsh hd s st Do youth,
Howere paiful, and had erged fom i whele—a war, delghit
Iady, fll of huror 3 patence, apprealy re f he i py and
amowness tht s ofen i thoee who i ht e s deerd
Someting les. than promised Keen ineligence was 4 Bosemua
iy i, and Do d e full hae. She diayed  wic range of
s 154 i, became a accomplishd (f ot cpecally nspred)
anis, and wa. fo & wormn i ht e 4nd plce, well cucsted
'AS befted he daughtr o man of Sum Boreman's posiion (1
ancther country i anohe dy, e igh avebeen Squie Bz
h had “ished o Cooper's Inschue, 3 pivae cacemy for women
o Dalevile, Missisipp, 329 bekd diplomss ceriying per 10 texch
Englishsnd mosic. Sh G, i act, each musc by, long before
e cphewscam to five wilh e Her sl traing was probaly
ot he st ofthin that woud he appesled 10 o much affcted 4
soung apscalon ke Jimmie Rodges anyway. On he e hod, i
Y of the dificaty of csabiahing other immedine musial
{nflsnces on Jime in these yeas, Dora's bckgroundin langusge,
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Hose overooking he city. entrainiag Jimmics 0d fricnds snd
enfying i in gencel. “Traslng Wi Jim was st wonderul~
Bily Burke said He was the grests gy 1 the workd. When you
e wih i, you nver aid fo 3 el and it 't mater how
many there e inthe paryHe picked up the 1. Rodgers od 3
reporer fo he Ashvill Cien hat "y main e n coming back
e was 10 s il my o fcnds who stuck by e when | wis
o utr” He s i sandardpoblic nteion ox 1 my
1 iends o come up and e e, 1xd when hey cae e made e
ey enjoyed the bt o everying "

For is Ashevle sppearnces Rodgers aled 10 the ct  fouh
maician, O Elder, nd Lee Hlden. backface comedianbilled
“Tesas Tom. The sading oom-only crow heerd i pecfom the
numbers bt had_made. im famous—n the Jalhese Now:
“Wating or s Trin”Blue Yodel," Avay Outan the Moamai (o
locl i, for obvious reason). closing wih "My Carolin
Sunshine Gir.” which brought down te hovse

On Suuday, Rodgers, Buske, and MeMiche drove down o
‘Sparanbrg, South Caroina. fo lay 2 one-ight sand s the Rex
Theter v ambe of o' petaons moes, concived on
e spur of the momen, bt cven hough there was e tine (or
advance promation thy’agin Plye o 3 capscity adence

“Thir gt sucess came e following wesk buck 1 it
ooga, where foe two conscutine nights ey packed e Memoril
‘Audicium wilh hundreds of hecing fas. The Chatanooga Tines
{Beaerdior made o ot 0 disguise s discin o s0h g on.
“Aristically. th Jmmie Rodyen clerisinment ot the s it
ight ft mach o be desred,” b siffed,cchoing the enerl atiade
tovard iy musi” smong hose wbo wore whie <ol or
spied o Buthecoul arly ignor he cromd' rection,and had
dmit ht“adging rom heappreciaion o the dience of e than
1400, it was & e scces e elabortd. “Roderscan cerainly
yodel and i eery effon was grecied wth storms of spplase (o
e audicne. He was rcalied e afe s while perons fon the
s cale for e fvories with whichthy ha hecome faillar
{hrough phonograph records.” On bothsght o e formed s o
{heser, and dring e b olc’s st b o operaion on Frdy.
ke receipts excoeded S50, The o was cven g o Sorday
g 1t sty galled the reiewer 10 reor tht "ot peope were
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ey achievd, coming a5 it did from he Reverend Andy Jenkns,
Pese's old hand o tar and e

“Th rconing ht emerged e Rodgers's desh a "Bl Yodel
Number Elven ccervs cormmen, for a1 i uncre e egule
scnce of econding and namberin e Blue Yol vasineruped
I Adiats the soa wasenterd o te Victorlog - Blue Yodel No.
5. bt whe  eviw of th st presing back in Caden revealed
B th performance wa nfror, e record s lsced on o, The
et akes requied 10 e o wa and e st hat i was the
only e atempied that Gy atest 0 he Circumstances behind the
recondngs poo qulity. Rodgers whs nct eling o 1o pr, and the
epesed takes only red i more and d 0 mucros g s
“The lpses a minor nough (0 bother aly 3 trained musican, bt
ncter Rodgers nor Burkes was saisfiod wih the rsuls. Wheter
Rodgers woul have areed o the rumber's et ks ca oy
e speclaed spo. I sy evnt, it was (e s of i recods t b
rhed o distnotion folwing i deth

T st ide recorded in Atlats was “Why Did You Give Me Your
Love,” anthe Iy suppled by Elsc McWillams. Altough he
received o credi (sor 4 e expect any). Bily Burkes ws argely
esponsible for the music: b commened e hat 1 pot o0 many
Chord i fo Jmie'stype of mesk. Prhaps ecaue of the
el complex stucure,reconin the song 1 caused consider
vl ilfcoty. Altough the e in sgrcabie cnough by the
Sandunds forpoplove s of tht day. "Wy Did You G Me Your
Love” van sso among hose <ottt went usessd il afler
Simmie's dath. The recondng of it maked the virual end of the
Rodger MeWillams colaboruton. Albough “Mis Elsc bad
ot contbued 0 other seraps that Jimmie ol e 3040 400
pols,the aly composiion of hers hat he sbsequenly ecorded was
he fin relgious mumber, “The Wonderol Cry.” i Joe, 1931

From Al Rodgersand Bukes svled to Chatianoogs, There
ey met an o acquaimance of Jimmie's, he fdder Clayion
Mcichen, who had ecoded with Gid Tanner's Skl Lickersad
a5 Bob Nichols." had cut several s for Clumbi. MMichen was
promoting R contests and e sage shows in the Chatanoogs
area,and Jimmie docassed W him the posbilyof 3 locl oncert
Sppesance. Negoitions were begun (0 book Chitznoog's Memo-
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il Ao, bt Decemer 13 was he frst avaiible due.
Rodges, reslis 5 always andunwiling 10 linge while (e
armngersens were made o, decded 0 vis Ashvil, some (w0
undred s sy, where he P ld e nd many memores. 1
s worked o, he might book & fw shos here 1 he meantine.

“Accompanied by Burkes and MeMichen, Roders aved i the
Lo o the Sty duna st wek i Db The s
before, when b d st drified o Ashvillesick and on the b
v e i o, i | howe o
e witer wind gusting down across the moutans. His feccpion his
time was & great dea il

rares

o O ey s e e 23t . 150
Aot A 71555 8 o

ol i ge o, 21 1928, . 13

5 R 0 Coea i i e i s e Vet
O Onbetm Co Vel s Ko i 1 P B 0
iy oo . B . i v Tt i oy
e e b s b o o e B s
R b,y by e o (s

s T, o 19, 5. .

5 o e v, s (s Hown P Dispch e 34 1925, .5
Al W5 19501, 34 D et s e 10195,
i T B Wi o iy o, 50

e
FEaE et ST
T





index-251_1.png
. A Home Out i Tsas

fnherent sentmentality of the form, “Hobo Bil's Last Rid” s in
several waysam improvement ovr the Dalla sies which preceded i

hanks i o sl part 0 Elsic McWillas s rewerkin of e sone.

sms 0 belong que property o th reperoire—mined, bt on he
‘hoe succesful—which Rodgers econded in At n 3 seres of
Sssons lating frm Noverbr 25 through 25

A weck exler, back in Fort Worh, Bily Brkes had recived 5
phone call fom Rodges, who was stpping t he Baer Hotel in
Dalln. Would Burkes he ineested in working with him on snther
recondingdae, and possbly some concesatr at? As for Weldon
Burkes and o Kapo. f was o sectt that Jimmie had s b
enrely plesed wih the durin the bastoming tour Moreone,
e implicd, tere was Pecr's havy hand to conend it “Ralph
was'! 100 happy about ht e flacas i Por At he 1o
Burkes. Both Peer and Rodgers ke Bil's work,howenr,and (el
bt he had proved himsel boh on the road 4 i the recoding
studo. Tl payyou $253 day wht e mak ecords, o pot you 0m
Susght sy a1 575 a woek, whicheve you wani” Jimmie (o
im. ' ot uying tobreak p your act ot the jb's e f you

Burkes had e troube making up is mind. Alhough he wors.
Shock waves fom Wall et were et 1 it North Texas, business
condiions had been shaky for some time. Since the EI Tl
engagemen, the o had limped along from one pickup job 10
e, cotending withcratc bookings, spoty i, and Kipo's
penchan for picking fhts and lnding i Joil Burkes sccepted
Rodgerss ofe. oping for the weekly salry.

"N few days s h ook the e ver o Dl and vt up 0
Rodgerssroom o iscuss ravel arangements nd ter deals of he
projected tour. immie decided 1 g0 103 neary oggage and msic
or 0 shop for 3 brecase, and he ssked Brkes (0 o o, Afler
picking out the brccase, hey boh drifed toward the bck of the
o, where te stk of Mari gt ws dispay. “They'd jst
brought ou their st “Chole” model,” Burkes rcalld. “immie
Srummed aound on i, ten handed 1t me. We lookd at some
thers. 1 personaly ke s roun-hoe model they had betr, and
Whrim ked e which was s,  5ad ht one, ven though i wis
oot iy dollarschesper The round-hoeresly sonded i, 3 t
ot el welon reconds Rodgers bought the guiar, and ey ook &






index-250_1.png
Mer—Decenter 199 w

circumstanc which many cbservers ave remarkedupon. O the b
and,ther s e sory. creded 0 s brodhce Ta, Ut i cut 3
onen o more side i the CrescentCity s i e Ths aertion
s given crednce by 8 gap in Victor's sequence of master pubers
followang “Hobo Bil's Last Kide,” wggesing that the mivsg.
numbers were asignd 1o st presings o private ecodings by
Rodgers that never found thei way ito he producton s The
number of miing matives, Rowever, docs ot atch the g i
by Tl Rodgers. Elie MeWillams spaks of being with Rodgers o
econding sesion n New Oreans, bt she i ot sureofthe i a0
ffer ther desls htconfct wil e . (Sh sye. for crampe
i she wroe “Misisipp Kiver Bhes” in New Oreans and thi
Rodges reconded it thre,* ltbough ratber conlusive eidenee
Shows hat b song was reonded in Al atr. She alo mentons
hat “Never No Mo Blues” wa ecorded i New Orean, bt i had
e done i Carnden  yer and hlf cariceand had 1 it becn
elss for more than 4 yeur)

“The songen evidence of eror i the Vi fles fo the New
Oreans sewion comes from Willam T. “Billy” Burkes. A genal
modest geeman who.through fhe years quely chershed Hs
socation with Rodger. Burkes had the diinctonof scompanyin
immi onmre reords (seenieen) and working with b lnger han
any other musician. Expers nd nthsiasts Ravelong areed it he
ukr eard on Hobo B Lt Rid” s ot Rodgervs sthough
e b clpsed since it wss mad, Burke e o the recording
and had 50 doubts tat i s he who played he sccompanien
ofeing comvincng cvidene to e out is sutemeat 1 played
s Weymann i on (i paiculr une. he pinied ou,
“and you cn ot the difference i o, the way i recorded. My,
it s 0 besuitol nsumen.” Burkes wat caly cera (L 1
umber was o recoded in New Oreans, and i he never recorded
{here wih Rodger. “The les st b focle upsomepsce,” he .
“For Jimie 10 come 0 New Oleans just 1o cut on sde—ha Jus
docnt sound Ik the way they operated  Burkes's conclusio: “To
my ecllcion, Hobo B was made n Atnts " Aurl evidence
Supports his view;a wihte succeding Adant recondings. he 00
s bighte, the mood moremelow,and Rodger' voi hs eganed
he clariy and enthsiar 30 lcking in Dl

Whateve th ircumstances o s orgins o ecord, s depie he
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appy b bck n the Decp South, Rodgers was able o ke ansch
medicetics s “Thar's Wh ' Bluc” and “Why Did You Give Me
Your Love”and, with song backing rom Burke, prodce recordsof
Subsaniel e, Fom hsesssonscane (woof o very bt s,
“Misisipp River Blues”and “Antiversry Bue Yodel (Bl Yodel
No. 7). the Lt highlghtd by Bukes' pplin Nick Lucas s
“Nobody Knows bt Me” and cven “That's Why I Biue” aso
reached wide pogalaiy wih is fun. “Nobody Knows bt Me” s
Plgued by th silly perhps delvcrt, evasivness o sy
apparenly n0 one bt th singer dos know why he's 50 mournl
ot being in il whie i th sam time bsting ha h'llenve
“wont my welght i gold." Bt there, a5 clewhere, il Burkess
el i workand Rodgers's sy delivery rescoe what would
terwise be a dreary xperence. Mere Hageand' rusig reprse
(Captol SWEB 223 demontes st how good the son could b
“Thar's Wy I'm Bloc” i anciber of thoe Rodgers McWillams
anomalis,  sccesfl ecording tht had every reason 1 fil. Oy
paper h i s e, Rodgers was e and kept rsing the empo.
nd Burkes, by isown admision, wasunnerved by i s hab of
msring s et yodel sac i they ehesed i Bt prhaps
{hes are hingsonly  usst would o, At any e, Rodger's pblic
Ioved the rendition,

et it st e admited tht th sesion procuced some clnkers
Fromthe sadpoin fthe son sel,“She Was Happy Tl She Met
You" iy own nomine (erhap irishing in 3 dead et with T
Ranged, e Roamed, ad e Traveled”) o the worst hing i
Roigen ever econdd. Appareny “She Was Happy” i il
evenfor Rodgers o digest il Burkes semeabered ht i cased
e s rough time” and rquied "y (kes ™ For ressons only
they would Know—compose oyaltcs being the st abvious—
Rodges and Elie McWilams wer wilin, maybe evn snxios, o
ke credit o s composiion. Hoeve, e somg s actalyansof
hose i g kel hortors from.te gret age of melodrama and
morbidity, witen by Chrks Grbam ad Morroe Rosenleld and
Copyrighicd in 1899, By 1932, when Rodgers's recoling was
elasd,the el suthorswere e ded o o0 erbaravd o e
any rotst A Drunkard's Chid™ i oy gy b, pesbps
hecase s pure ad unabashed senimently s eves more etber.
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Bk 1 the hoel When tey'd fished thei plansfr e Atats
(i, Buressand 1 cave, “Waitamipwe.” e i, hoding vp
b2 gt “Aren't you gonn ake his slong and show your lkswhat
Tgave your Recaliag he incidenyers atr,Bukes paused, looking
away. For him the sory necded o comment.”

Rodgesand Burkes rveld 0 Al e own pivate Pllman
araving rom. Wit n ye towandbooking perinal sppesicesonce
e reconding sesions were ove, Rodgers alo bought lon Jery
(Geard,his Kerrill buddy. Athogh Gerad had fouled u the carier.
our in Texs, Jinmi sympubized wih i becase of his
tubcrculosis nd gave i work el ou ofchrty. I vas caly oo
o many such ntancs ofth Be Yodeler's casal philanhrpy

Despiethe gloomy weather that greted them i Aana, Jimmic
was i high spirs. Theychecked it s a e Heney Grady Hotel
and wen over he nes day 10 econding stucio which Pce hd s 0
inthe mecting hall of the Atlant Woran'sCI boiding o Peschiee
St There Rodges fist et i felow “hillily pionce,” the
(Carer Family, who were jst ising 1 seris of sssions tht would
produce some of ther all-ime clssc: “The Cycloe f Rye Cove,”
No Teephane in Heaven,” A Disant Land o Roum,” ad “limic
Brown the Newiboy.”

Peer b lined 0 3 subsanil aray of e for Victor's Al
scssons. including e Stamps Qare, the Georgia Yellow Harmer,
and Blnd Willie MCTel Noting hat these were ampl 1o keep he
Studio buy. Rodgersopted or bt dinnr sesions houghout
he wck. 3 shodule which allowed him (o et and enoy imsel
uring e day. “We could hae cotall those sides n wo dys, Billy
Burkes s, bt Jim di't want s snythin, or push ybody
o0 ird Wehadll e ime nthe ok, was ey rand.” Brkes
€l tht Rodgrs h e tive,ioo—ththe gencrsuly specad he
work cut oer severa days s Burkes woud gt 3 fll week s salary.
"No tho ways ahout i e said. “lim was the grandest gy | evr
woked for He was Jus grea (0 e

“The s sides reconded n Dallas the prceding month hd al e
done i e day. Working alower, moredelberae poce in Alnia,
Rodgers put down oly cght numbrs (i ifHobo B s ncuded)
over  ped o fourdays, d he change s off. Moch of e -
el was scarely betr han whathe hd sugeled it n Dalls,
but, et and relaed, buoyed o doub by the change ofsenery 104
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reconings fomtht sesionar among Rodger's st nspired. For
he st e, pechap i cference o i doptd e, e performec s
couple of Wesen orinted numbes. AUhough they wre 1 have
bstanialimpac o he emerging "ingin conboy” Image n movis
and on record, eiher “Yodeling Cowboy” nor “The Land af My
Boyhond Drcans” offrsanyihing ou of e oy, The later may
Suggetsome clo o s mocd, 4 e plced i imsef n e ol of an
ld wranglr, rowang feebe 4nd harsic, whore “days e ey
one.” Rodgers himsell would probaly have bshed s sny such
Pychologcal speclation,and righty o he dargers of digging dcp.
mesingsout of commercial song yric re many Sul, the evidence
i thee, on record: e thin, sles gitar wor. the vl hat sounds
241 i it merely going Urough th. pucs, the occasional slos
Chasiedly” for “basily.” or xampi), and sove e weak aad
insipd matea. e Ranged, v Roumed, and T Traveled” was
o poor that s held for rlese il o fer Rodgers's desh.
hen Victor was scrping out the st bt of reacle—and pockt
Change—fro the Bise Yoler's barel >

"Th happy exceptons to s critsm sre My Roueh 1d Rowdy
Ways,”one of th more ortunte st ofthe Rodgers MeWillams
collboration, and "Bl Yode No. 6" which,aough brey o 1o
he stadard of e n he seris, suceds on h Sucagth of he
form and Rodgers's obvious affction for 1. His recning of "My
Rough and Rowdy Ways” his, in addon 10 he backing of Joe
Kaipo' el tar, the frther aantug o s mteril. The sag s
avtobiograpical. i the best sense of the e cloe o he ot of
Rodgess e and prsonliy. it was matea be (el comfonable
il ik the seotmental pcans o Mothr, pop ove balads, s
ke campie songs he el called on o recond durin s e

Prcily one week afe the Dallas sesion the aation's ancil
stablishment saged s most dramatic and ragic show of he 4,
concisely hroiced in Varie's amous headloe: “WALL ST. LAYS
08 GG But e rea ffects o the stk ke colapse woukd vk
el o some e, ad Jmic Rodgers, who pid e aenion o
tons] e ey, ad more ot macerscn i min. The
oot immedise problen,a vays, was hal o inding bl song.
materil o keep up with the growing dond. Soon et Brsol he
R ke 0 stshing away any Scap hatmight prove seful—is of
Iy from oral radion, poem, et cud veses, sogans.
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encounered old fnds from his roustabout dys, rfosdens and
pichmen nd knighs of the road, and lvays he vas ready Wi &
handshake,  “loan,” 1nd a i o two of i prescripion burbon

Contrary 1o Fine Ar'schcryprdicion bsinss was ol fi i
San Angelo. Rodgers and bis troue etumed o Kemil 10 bide et
time whi Jimmie ook stk of he itaton and looked for oler
kel locaion. Afe a week or 50 thy took of agan, headed hs
time for the Guf Coast, where Jimmie hd booked appearances in
Beamont and Por Artr.

Meanwhie, Rlgh Pecr was on his way bk from Memphis (0
Dallas o st up anothr ecording session. He detored through Port
At 10 et Rodgers and dicuss some bad news concening one of
b curen projects. Back in August, Jimmie had anaounced——
around Kemville, at Ieasi—a_whoppin sity-<igh-weck tour
53,000 weck on R K.O's big tme i, exteingfrom New York
o San Feanisco 7 Il matered e hat the acual fures were
limatly b great ea s, or ht e arangement was oy enative.
et now the whoe affie was abou o be caceled. Whle Wa
Ster'sbll markecontinsed s headlong chare 0 izzying heghts
how basines in genra 4 vaodeville 1 paricola hd flen o
{urmi, ese by mamor and unceriny. Amid th furor cused by
lking picres and gnerlly umetled emeroment condions
roughou the couny. RK.O tempararly suspnded sl new
vadeille bookings, Ieaving s fumous i oo booking offce in
e Paramount Bilding practialydesered Rodger ok te s
with characirisic good humer, despt his bvioss issppament.
He found some consolation i e fct tht detal had been complted
it Columbia o h shor il he s o ke As futher bl et
amanged for him (0 record aain n Dals i mid Ociober.

"Afe th lst show i Port Anhr, Joe Kaipo snd Wekdo rkes
decded 10 ceebrate with 3 igh o0 he town—n ouing which
Culminaed in . fiendl, inchrined brawl in i el room.
‘Although Rdger ad o the dmage and covinced e mansger ot
o e charge, Per took 3 cim view of such going-on.

‘Despie the alcrcaion, Jimic ook th Burkes brohers and Kaipo
with him o Dallas for i net recording sssion. I rospec, o
it 0 understand why he id 50, for be recoded fou of th six
umbers o, and s he ful group e neTctaly t hat) ol
on"Whisper Your Mothe's ame." Wilh o ot excepions, he
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months.So moch movingshou, couped it e general nstsbily of
e family durig N youth, hs e t speclaion shout the passible
peychologial elfcts of “ach crcumstnces. Repadess of the
Conclsions e care 10 dra, e ceas i prtered 0
tay on the move. I became the B of a ftme, 4 even 5
il when th choices wee hs, be neve srled down for ong.

Jimmi’s sjour withhis Rdgers elivesLsed hadly e, o
in Ocoer, 1904, is e mard aga and onsoidstcd the iy
The ew Mis. Rodgers was & Pioe Springs widow naned Ids Love
Srith, whose som Jake, from hr fnt marmiage, s (hee years
younger than Jenrie

Having once mor ssumed he responsibiiesof faily, Axon
et he raoad i 1905 d mace an ot ot o support s il
and chidren by farmin the I be sl beld st Pioe Spings. He
mongaged cighy scrs, along with "One Horse colo By, ahout
sevn yers ol ako one By Mare—sbout cigh years 00" in
xchange for “roney, supplie & merchandis” 3 advances on tht
e arvst* Usbappily, th crop was shont, ad f he fll he was
forced to sl the land o pay off te s The Tollowing yea, the
il (now enrgsd by th i of s dasghicr, Lot M) moved 1o
Lowndes County, i te bsck poiric reion of nosheastem Miss-
i, some eghy.ve miles shove Merdin; there Aarom mak 3
hot and il ed et st g an s . When tht
enure collpse, b retumed o work on he ralroad, frs ¢ West
Porm, Missisppi and shorly affrwacd back in Mersin, wher he
found 3 o a st forrman o the New Orkeans & Nontheasiern
Raload. Agsn, thir sy i Merian was only tpporary

T amily’s scanomic ondiion was prcarious, and 1t addiion
e was growing tension between Aaron Rodgers's sonsand ther
e sepmother. Waie Rodgers, by (i e tweoty yeus ld, had
e ety mchon i ownsoc foiing the NORNE the yarbfore
10 hecoms 3 conductor, bt Tl and Jimmie wee sl a hone 4nd
sbject 10 paretal gudence. However occasionl and arirary it
gudance” may ave beca, it v reverbeles somebing hey'd
Rl b prepard for by e years f their mother's s and the
round of foer homes Tllowing ber deah Now., during Auron's
frequnt. enthy s away with h secion crews, he wo broters
Chald ncreinly under he sten handof s Rdges. trong willd
ind dependent ke i father, thy. pparcdy had never much
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anyhing with the gem ofan des st might b declopsd oo 0.
Sl b was consantly presed 10 come up with he rshd prodocts

‘An Unexpected soure of materil sppead in 3 West Tsas fam
boy mamed Wado ONeal. Like many othrs i hat er, O'Nea had
cen bom it rich herage of Rural masic. A 3 sl boy h'd
‘wched the it westerns of Wil . Hart snd Hoot i, 1nd
e had e sway 10 the sring bands and yodeling crooners thit
emansted from peimiive. adio speakes 3nd serchy phonogrph
econds. Like many alers alo, his idol was immie Rodgers.

O'Neal hd bgun srblin downpocms an son yics while sl
in is e, -1 ondeed cheap ot rom Monigonery Ward” be
remembered years o, “and sang my songs 10 family 3 s,
ally fting them to some famlia comboy (e I 1926 be
composed  moumiul dire sbout 3 dying ramp, i the ein of
undrds of simila hobo songs s st was mich impeesed by
1heson, whichhe callod “Hobo BIl's Lst Rid,” snd sh soggestcd
that e Send i o Jimmie Rodgers. 1 aughedand s, ‘Do you ik
he would sing 4ny song 1 w2 O'Neal eculls A hr wping,
e, he mald copy o he Iyric o Jimmie incre o th Vietor
Tuking Machine Conpany, adding tht b sang i o e tne of
“Waiing for 2 Train” and hoped tht might b helpul. Inrestingly
cncugh. O'Neal was complely unswire that Rodgers had ever
‘worked on te road-_snother indcsion tha, cven by 1929, the
Sining Brakemn” image had ever quie estblshd e, o had
already been superseded by “Americ's Blo Yodeler™

Months pased, and O'Nes i ot frgonn oot rsilin e
song away when one day i fther e from (0w with 4 big
e o i face. I s and was e from Rodger, conining &
Check and  comact fo e of “Hobo Bil'sLast Ride > Natrally,
ONes was e e e supplied several adiiona songs. four of
hich were veaaly rcorded by the Bue Yodekr

Just when snd where “Hobo BI's Lust Rde” was recond is.
comething of 3 mysery. In fact, Rodger's prcie wheresbouts
enee the Octber ecoding sesion in Dl nd the Noverer
Sesions i Al reain o e documenid. Duin that e e went
o Camden 1o i i talking shor. The Singing Brakeman™ 3nd
scconding t Victor's fles “Hobo Bil's Last Kide” was rcorded in
New Orlcan on Noverber 13, I thoe s ae coret, however, be
ecunded oaly that on. side in New Orlans—an exremely curous
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(Geting i ouch with Kaipo peoved 1 be he most ifsl part of
e amangemen. A Tikcable fat pugnciou s e secmed 0B an
ffinityfor Texas s Shorly afe e recording ssion wer ocr,
e gotn nlo an argument with  cab v, and 3 Agh. and
wound up i he Dl pokey. Tha nded the 1 Tl o, and -
Burkesbrothes had gone bk 1o feeLncng. Altough Kaio b
isppeared afte i rlese Dl b s e o Wicht Fals,
‘wher he Burks boys found i in e ol calaboos once mare.
Finlly, with the hlp of thee fatber and afr mch diffcly,they
suceeded n geting him blkd ut, ot n e 1 anone Roderys
Summons 10 Kemvile,

S et th thee t the San Antonio s sstion, drove
e out 10 Kemville, and put then up at 3 e Once thy were
scaled, b took thers down 14 Jcalbardshery d bosght cach
one s complee new wardoe. “When ws walk down th s e
cid e, “and pople sa. “Thre’s Jimnie Rodgers boy. 1 want
o0 0 ook like 5 o doles even i you Baven' go s ime >
Thy spet afew days eheasing ad workin up an ac,then S cut
on th o oo of e e Fords o umstonn' e dis,”
S5 he pot . il sty rcund the West Texss tows f Sonors and
Ocona b sweled the pogelation with drlng crews snd pipclne
‘workers, and Jimmie decded i res ol be 3 800 plac 0 s
e sea one of his Kenvill s, R. 1. “Jry” Gt s (low
T.B. sufere,ahead 0 contac local heatrs a0 poblici e Bloe
Yodeler's coning. But Gerard fald 10 ke (¢ smgencnts on
ime, 10 the. enenaines dove 9 fo S Angel, where 1y
Succcded n booking & wo-day stand at the Municipal Avdioriun

o Hanks, 4 nomadi portai phsographes nown o pichnen and-
camy workers around the councy 4 “Fie A was wokig San
Aagelo st the ime. He sent 8 i to Billbouré.

hae e esmod p i) Profese s A Black o,
1 Tht o Blch e Mkis e CamersCick” o il vt
10 e, 5 Calforia s oy bt ot he wimer. Ou o
i, i Koo, s b 1y S s s
ey ol Gocs 18 v d sy Tl s s
T s o o g sk by o or s e pedestns
i 3 ety good ign. -

Hanks's casil “Guess Tl go over and say “Nell™ was the
espome o thousands. Everyuiere Jimme Rodger went, e
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immic's isit o Ray Hala e Texas St ety had ke
placeon June . Fedey ! Vieorseld it was schebued 1o begin
ecording i Lowsville, more tha 3 hootand miles sy, on he
llowing Tuesday. Travelng in i nw Chryser ouring ar, Rodgrs
v own with brely  dy 0 spre and fewerthan i 3 dosc
Slection ead o recond. Some of hese e nly s ished,and
ll eoded frter plshing. Bt he had s hand s sty od b
Tl i crpsand eas, nd e et o work i sl hectc bt
somehow producive fishion. The effon took more samina and
concetruion than one would think posse,considering he st of
Rodgers' hesth snd the long . 1 those days efor st
ighvays and ai condiioning: bt from hsescaiered begiings he
‘woukd Somehow, i the weck hat llowed, prodce cnough maeria
for cleven side. Wit 3l hep from s fricds.

Puiing Jimmie it he Carers was Peer's s, one ht hd ke
Shape while he was rconsng the Caer Farily fwo weks carler n
(Churtte, North Caroia. Pcr had auays shown an nlinaion for
the lghly bizame in aanging Rodgen's sessions, allough a he

me bringing ogehe o of Vacor'shoest properis was  ogical
Venure. ot ealy s nappropriste s oe serss sy when i
o th esls o thei collabrstion. Afer al.Rodges and the Cars
were cumenty the o succenil acts in hlbily msic—ind
il i, fordespie he cmphiss onJmic's weser mage
{hese sessions and i sabished appel s  pop ntraner, o st
acknowedge hat he Rl el was beganin (0 tch el 1o
i with ncreasing frequeny. 4 crcumstance which being lnked
wilh the Cares ceranly did noting 10 aler

et whike Rodgers and the Cartrs spesd o il sudiences and
shred common.rual oigns, e were sgnifant diffrnces
between e, differenees tht would become uly aparcd oy with
he pssing of time. Puting A.P.. Saa, and Mayhele togther with
i Rodgers was ot exacly aaempt 0 i of it wate axe
eras and STP migh b & more fing metaphor) ot 5 the el
i, the risks were consderabe. It s o veryon's cret ht
et Jin effons were bought off with resonable scees, i s
Places ven wih postive verve

Victor's Lvisvil sesion that sumnee were, aside rom thoseof
Rogers and the Carers, gely devoted o back musicans 10
electons simed 1 the s-calld Race matket —low-down b, o
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rtherhlterakele s, with il deliversie pla o consistcy in
e Selection of matral. But for shect vrely nohing rvls he
conglomerstion ssmbled duin he 1931 Lavisil sssions. D
sngle week tht June e ran e gamut rom isqué yodelin s 0
 gosplsong. and i beteen wer popditis, a cowboy pumber, (o
o sk wih the Cater Famy,  pdo-folk tarker rom
Tin Pan Alley.  comic rairoad Ballad, ad  ice of fnky jug band
.

For 8.l 1 some comnectin thesd, some ftendonal pate o
professonal motve a1 this easondbly advanced sage of Rodgers's
Carer, one ook in van at the orer in Which these sdes were
relased. Eidence suggets hat e primary resson (o the Lowisville
essions wat o pair he St of Couney Mosc—Peet mplid 35
much,and ceruinly “Jimmie Rodgrs Vists the Carer Family” wss
mong the i ofth Lowisville s (0 g0 on sle, hralded by what
‘s’ very considersle advrtisig campain i ho drk Depeesion
oy, Yt noneof he e des it Rogers made it e Catrs
Lovisvil was eessed unllong afe b eah. “Looking for s New
Mama.”one o h e undistingushecyodeing blus mumbers, w3s
fssued in Sepember, but the i swperor “Ganbling Polks Dot
Blucs™ 00 ot spess unl th. Tollowing Febmary: The most
musically inresting. side recorded in Lovivlle, My Good Gal's
Gone Blus,” was ot released unil 1935 Aloost Il of the
Lovisvile mates were sl n Victor's vauls, unprocesed, when
Rodgers died.

oo many random facors impinged upon the slection and
marketingprocedres o on o s the el s 0 devw amy i
Concusions abot e naure of the Loisill sssons, b the e of
elss docs soggethat Pcr nd Victa were 1 conusd 1 e
e by the hodgepodge which Rodgers had recorded. In his
{horoughy mixed ba oting much stands ou,and some of wha was
tempted had cvey reason o tum sor. The suprs. peape, s ht
o s a good it . In one espec. the broad dvensaty o the
Lovisile matea may be seen a5 furber evidnce of Rodgers's
coniing search for & profesional ey, tesament (0 his
“ilingacs—and abily—tp expon 3 rnge of yies and el
modes. Mor kel i was merly the random sl of s por el
o prvate I, and te ver.prsent necessity of coming up with
e matril repudess of source or quly
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il specil el and a pariculrly asdacious yodel. Altough
Fumors have suggsied hat e someimes found i pecessary 0 cemor
Cenain rics or st lsst 10 eiin Jmmies spposed penchint for
making expiit references 1 s, iuor, and drogs. Pec ws well
are natsuch subects were nt only 8 ngaied and il ot of
he lues radiion bu, even e impora, one of th reasons for
e commrical scees. Rodgers scually s hem o sparnly
b many o hiscomemporie, hoth b and whe. Furhermor,
a5 numbers ke “Everybody Docs I in Hawal” and “What's 17
test, e coulddelive hemos bollysuggestie ne withdarming
{amocence. That plessaly roguish qualty of caling o al st of
gamey plessres without iving offns 1 anyon’s mden aunt was
Rodgersssoc i rade, inherent n s manoer, voie,and el
Itscems unlikely tht Pes would hav isked tampeing wih . I 3ny
even,ther s e evience 1 ndicate ht anyone B eservatons
S "Lt M B Your Sie Trck™ i s among the T e rom
e Louivill sessions o be s, brly s months e Thecnly
et whichcolectors expres over i e s that eler o e (o
{akes on which R s ccompaied by te e St.Lows Bucsan,
Clfond Gibson, s evr o, One of those akes—3 wonderol
Contrst 1 what s s nlysofced i 1990

Laer i e day i was aainjoicd by the e Carers nthe
st of everalatempts (0 rcond the msic.andifogue sis which
Pec sparely hd nended 1 the focal poi of e cllsboraion
A one may ey magine from he Sished resuls, maers it
proceed smoothly. Despie e conseable musial lens snd
Contning sucess s ecoding arsts, the Carers hd remained &
i 4 pofessonaly sophsicated group. wih e cltion
o abilsy for developng the sor of stage prsence that had always
been one of Jimmie Rodgers's majo asets

“Although Sars Care it recaied tht Pe hd h seskin s
ready in 8 fished scrpt 4 he begining of the sesson, ROdgers's
s revea working cope,typed o the bck f erheads rom e
Tyer Hotl in Loisille, where he was staying. These sssion secs
hich contin merous changes 1 Rodgery's hand, sogest it -
i were put ogeber sl pehaps vermight, by e and e,
and were 103 age xtnt worked ot and poled i he s This
st may accoun for some of the probems which cnsied. [ any
Cve, the taks o esch ki e I, unscessly, Bt
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bands, and the gospel music of “suncified sngers.” The sessios,
‘hich wer held i 4 makeshil stdio st up i & vacan soreroom on
Main ncar Sixth Stee, began on June 3, while Rodgers 1nd he
Carry were sl nthe it o thei hsy preprations o recoding
{ogeter. The following day thy were ready with two umbers, “Why.
Ther's a Tear in My Eye” and “The Wonderfl Ciy.

“The fis o sutably bengn lament compoied i he mold of
housende of mountain balad bt falely sccsed fovers, vis
apparnlyintnded s A. . Carter's conibation o thessson o be
0t play o s on ay o the sides. Caner was even more adept
han Rodgers a ppeopiain song maerial out o th utres.
commercal 35 well 3 radibonl, which flered down towsd (he
matrcam. He may well have fell that e'd relly writen “Why.
There's o Tear in My Eye” from bis snd scaps h'd heard in the
Virginia mounains, bt in fact the song was merly an upiown
eplcation of the 0. senimental Ballad fom, composed and
Copyrighied oly three yeas calier by Carson Robisonunder the e
“An OId Man's Stors "* As 3 composr, Robison, 3 fack-ofall.
muscal-rade n New York, was nevertelss  procien imiao of
he oldime syke. Accomgaried by Maybele, i and Sca render
“Why There' a Tear i My Ey” na poperty ltive asion. Ther
combined tles s eqully spproprae 0 Elsie McWillans's e
eospel umber, “The Wonderfl City,” which Jimmie had spparently
e camying sround in his briccse for some time. Despie 15
considerile meris 4  devorona,the song was somein he could
never have quie brought off by Nimsel. The Caters, with i
long-standing involvement ininspiaonal usi,”providd the del
secompanimént.

“The next moming. sifing from the suced 10 the ogaginly
profan, e fecorded what i pobably his most bty bawdy
umber “Let e e Your Side Track” Orgalyue,  my have
been petormed with some oo of including i n the Bl Yodel
sequence-thre was oy on e, “Blue Yodel No.9, in Vicor's
Vs 3 the momentbut h carhy Iyicscealy gve it harscir
s own. The stnea which limatcly provided the e phas is
amoter of those communal bles v one encouiers throughout
Rodgers's wok, & couint dozens of sl semens erived rom
ihe same formua: “Let e be your ——— 1 your —— comes, |
can o more ——thanyour —— eer done."Jmmie elvers
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ing el Ranger Like bis erbersip i the Masons ad the Els,
ing 3 Ranger appesed 0 ha par of immie Rodgers ht found
ulfllment in ety and e camarderie o good felows. In 3 e
ore law and onder” had become 3 caphemien for b
henanigans an he prservaton of e St guo. t was 3 bonce i
‘ich e might sty ke prde. No cidncly i lsopt i
o cqual fooing with i e riend snd recens s, Wil Roger.
‘ho i sl b inducted it that okd Range band” The nws
camed e 3 squib n Biloard, and 1 recived T page
atenion i the Kemille papers The Mowain Sun provly
announced that The Yodeling Texas Ranger is immie Rodgen
new e adling however, that “yodelig Wil coniue 10 be
Rodgers chie bunness. Hisjob of beng  Texas Ranger s mrsly
incdenal

“Th fllowing month e retued to Austin (o sppea 5 the
festured atrcion at the Texas Rotry CIub's saewide comventon.
His Texs Ranger “boss.” Generl Seing was chaeman of e
commites which s the invtaion, 1nd immie ook GEght in
prteding hat it s “an oder from my spero offcer” The
Roarans responded o His prfommance it charscirste e
b, 3nd i in tum Showed i spprcciton by preenting
String with one of his specal Weymann gtars

Whenever there was ] Rcges woud ast sbout o some way
10 make things hppen. Usully this mesnt undenakin 1 mpromps
bemorming seson sroud the st On rre ccason 3 dnnking
by or o wentsong, b fen e wasaccompaiedanly by CIFT
Bass.  youn ato mechanic fom Flord whom mmie hid 1o ke
care o i cars and chaufcu Wi sround. Booking methads varicd
from plce 10 place. Sometimes local frends e the aangemens.
and occasionlly Rodgers wite o cale dhead 0 hetr manages o
ter likely conct. But mor ofen than ot e sy drove ito
o, amanged o et te ol move theser o igh ool ook i
i over o e fown square 10 draw 4 e crowd, and ten gve 3
P perfomance fat same igh,amost lvays 1 s sain oo
Cnly sence. Folks everywhere knew. about Jmere Rodgers. 4nd
Sihough some of them were reuctant it (0 elive hst h was
sl e i person, layin e own o, ey son eamed
e was 5 much s home i Swcetwate or O'Dosel 5 1 rotof 8
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“incxperenced youth of texder years” be the same (ellow who'd
off 0 join & medicine show when he wascnly tice, e o b
o for yeas, and rarosded acros hlf the nion when mont boys
i age were sl i ighschol? AL he imeof s maiage oSl
Jimmie was i fct 3 scan six. monihs sy from is twenty-ft
irhday e may have b e hzy inthehes, bot he was hadly
nexperenced o unworldly

T lawyersaso mode a rather fagratefot 1o guard Rodgers's
fnancil ks by saddenly dening il the careully mrured
publcty sbout thousand-dolra-vesk salancs and million-sellng
conds. They Rty rejctd S’ clms that he was camin e
Sums of money.” poining out with some valdy tat s ncome
epends pon s abilty o cay on s public cgagenents, axd opo
e nomber o records scd, Al of whch is of an ncerain and
Hucuting naure.” More 1 the pin, hey drew teton 1 the
advanced tage o his dllnss: “His viality bas been undermned and
i nervous sysem i genealhelth e 50 impaired and decreased
it he i scacely ale 1o camy on nd o the work mentoned i he
lne of bis profsion ™ Such satements wer al e nough;, bt
I, when i someys i 1o e Jimmies helh 5o excse or
B fallure 1o apper f cour,thy wold have 2 devl of . time
Squaring hat i the ac hat he s o somewhere rcoring o
making s stag appearance. limately. he core ofthei defense was
hat Jimmie had ccepid Kathy s s dughir through gnance
and hd nnocendly beleed whit Siela had 0dhim oot he chil .
{hei reunion n Holdenville? 1 was merely the begiain of 3 o,
mesy legal i tht wouk dagon formany monts, bnging e
credil o it sde and only contibating 10 the miery of Jimmie
Rodgers's st years.

Lie sl had s brght spocs. In e Fetrary, Jimmie veed (0
Austin, accomparid by seveal of Keril's prominentcdzets. o
e s in 30 40 honorary Tesas Ranger by th ii's adjiant
gencral, Willam String. To Jimmie i was a signl howr, {0 he
oved the lore and trdiion of the OM West and reled he
accoutrmentsof honorey membership i one o the worlds ot
amous L cnforcement agecies-—a god badge ad permit (o his
o, i for hisc—with non o the igor o st of





index-243_2.jpg





index-334_1.png
Febrary—e, 191 Y

‘here e rested and prepared for an upoming recodin sesion i
Lovisvil, Kentcky. Atough presed 2 usal for new matr
e B 4 chance 1 put ogeter 4 few piecs that be hought Peer
woukd Tk, inclding two from is comiet composr, Ray Hal

However,a problem hadarisn inconpcton with Hal. Victor was
prepring o relese “Moonlight 4nd Ske,” ecoded the previous
Summer in Hollywood, and Jmmie ad sen Hall he usval 6y dllar
e andcontact (which wa, nefet bl o ). Albough Hall
o accepted et arangement for . Blcs, which wasaready in
e stores, on “Moonligh snd Skies” b renege, e e money back.
and ssked for 4 royalty corct, Appuenly b conidered “T.B
Blus” 10 be sbstantally Jimmies woek e had merely supled 3
o ofmavrick sansa rom which Rdgers coud pic ad chose
Bt “Mooaight and kies” was ot matier ey, Hall lonkedon
s s persoalcraton: ot only had he goe o he conersble
{rouie of having i oninal vesion copyighicd, bt the rviion
‘Which Rodger ecorded was HAl'sa wel done whie the composer
was serving time i olary and writen o Jimmic’s spcicaion.
Pethap Hall i the s s becsus he e i 5. possble s
ofcllng atction to what be consderd is wrongfl smprsonent.
nd s way of eting outside help i i lgal roubles.

T any o, e dcidd 1 vist Hal in e 0 resolve e
matr. As an honoray Texas Ranger and an immensely poplar
celebrity in the. ste, he had I woule amanging sccss 1o
Hontle (oo Hal o hined tet h wrden ri o pevent
{he i, Rodgershad with himan vance copy of ‘Moonlgh and
K" he ad Hal lsned 1o i on Hll's porsble Vi in the
Vistor'sara o the prison “bull ing” and tlked ove te e of
copyighs, oylis, and compser crdis. st what areemet ey
esche i unkown, b the recod was elasd fou mons s,
Wil he o men sharing auhorship on the lbel. Radgers's Vit 15
il Bowever, was ot prompied sy by busines maters: 35 e
emanke, ~He was raly oy fo [HAl, b thed 0 help him. He
wen o of his way 10 el this fellow.” Peer cviously found the
‘Whoe ting hard o beleve, bt Hal rmsied oever cominced st
e woud hae gorien ot o il long befoe i Jimmie had Ied. Too
bad T me Jimmie Roders died. he s5d *

Alos rom the benning Rodgers's recoding sssions hd been
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Vicor microhone o on the ssge of some fancy big-iy heser
Vermon Dilhar and Gene Ausin might make o of ecords, bt hy
s com ot ko he bondacks t b sholders and el ey
okes and augh withthe lain ks who bought hem The efects of
e Blae Yodelers tours hd beenapparentforsome ime. ot when
e s aby s mamed affr Jmmie Rodgers s Knova, bt here
ol b many 10 Tl snd eeryone had 3 pesonl story (01l
ot him—what e b ssid et be plyed Wetumpka or
(Contoe, how he'dgiven hisguiar (03 lnd ey in McAler,
e way e sang his way oot o Jul st illng i g, the
ime h invenied the yodel o it he mayor's it threw bt
botles ft e hte balcony, shot 0 the ity squse,or pad off he
morgage fo a destiuic widow. Mo of th sais e pue b
cuon, s fw had some bass i fct, bot il were derved from he
Simple. cloquen cncumstace tht Jimmie Rodgers was o gemine
hero o those who necded. ane. most—the pli, oxdiey people
seos th lan.

By mid-March b was back in Meridin, “fooin around in bis
home Lown,” scording (0 Billoard, snd “planing 10 §0 0 he
enthow busines wilh 3 parer for the coming scason The
projecied parter wasnone ther tha i ld vsoci, P Englsh,
‘Whod ot s rp show o bad busincs and was now managing Rdio
Ston WCOC in Meridian. On March 19 Rodgerskoaned Englsh
mor than a thousand dollan— substanisl sum i hoe daye—snd
o ek ltr Billourd eponedtht Englh was sbovt 1o open.
2 b show (.. 2 condenid muscal production) i Bogali
Lovisians. Whethe Rodgers oppeared n commetion wih e show
is unknown; i any event, e company foded i  couple of
months. Engish, e once st 42 prosperous showman, e on
10 sees of smilry e schenes, nother viem of the
Degecssion. In Jly he vangled  job promoing Miss Lovisians,
ind he Lt managed & sting of Shotgun theaers in Misisippi
for a Short time. In Sepimber he opend  igh clob near Baton
Roage. bt went boke in four months. When last head from.
sevcral years afievan, English wasopertin 3 o of dancing.
inging. and dramtics” s Shevepon. The money be borrowed from.
Rodges was never reaid: a the time of Jmmic’s deah, it was
witen of 15 “ucollcable

By May. Rodgers had etumed 1 the Kerville-San Anioio s,
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19605, when what was perhaps he st bizare ersion of all—wilh
Jimnic and Kaipo ccompanisd by s musical ssw—sppesrd on the
LP alha entled Jinmie the Kid

“The Burkes brohes and Kaipo et 1 thie job s the 1
Tl andJimmie headedfor Kermille But, 2 ws, Rodger b
i plans for he e, 4 he o he musicians ht e would b
i ouch with e gain 35 soon 35 th detal were worked
out. Pecr was alking abot aother vanvile ou and was leady
making amgements 10 reum 1o Dalls in the fal for snober
ecording sesion

I i shence from Kervill that summer, Rodgrs b sppoited
e pominen: businessmen, ). L. Pampel (e loal Vieor dele).
E A Prescot, and W. A Fawced, 1o handie i flsirs 4 ook
e heconsrctonof s new hoe. The San Anonio sehicctusl
e of Morss nd Noonan was commissioned o dra up the plans.
heconrct was et i Jne,and biing b e Jly. Accoding
10 e Kervile Mounain Sun he cont had i from 520,000 o
525,000consderably s than the fgure publicizd oday, b il
a0 imposing sum, 1 4 ime when the aversge ree.bedtoom bick
resdenc n Kervlle was bein bl for s than 5000  Butcvn
While Blae Yodelr's Paradise was going up. Jimmi's sar was
somena ccipied by a Houslon i man, who erced 8 $150,000
“summer home” o s ranch poperty ner the ciy. Thee were
umeross cber mansons of i magitace i the vty

T caly Septmber, Rodgers wrote o he Burkesbether,twbom
e had clerty taken & king: “Wel things are fing o bsk now. |
B st s from New York ad o open soet the midle of
October. Bt between now and then 1 um 10 5cond Sgsn and 3o
make & shon alking picure.” He outined he arangemeots vnder
which the masiians woud ok for i thy were coch 0 b pid
iy dollars  week, pls  bonus o cn dolas 3 week ¢ he end
of the ru (or 2 Jimie aiemaiely phasd i, “you will rceve
vty dllars each e week b e dolr ach ek wil
ek out Uil yourcontactexpires.) They were rstrcied o get
10h withJo Kaipo andofe i e sae e immie'splawas
10 bring the thre of them o Kervile o eheasl,“for which il
ey your wansportaton, cating and slecping expenses” He sggesed
S the possvliy that hy wouldplay sevr) e dtes i he
meatime,reciving commision that wouldsqual o exceed e
eaulr sy,
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Kind and oving mothr al these years.In due corse se had made
suggestions o his efect, but when e radom sums Jmmie st
from time t tme fl short o hr xpectstons, he equet became
demands. Caie of course, hd bee spplld by the siaton from
e’ begining, Halfsspeting some.son of sblle pressre that
mightcventually e up the whole estaic,sh st heref ey against
paying anything Jimmic. (e 10 is e, ncressinly wikdrew
o he whole affair. One angry. gging woman was more thn he
card tocope wil; o werean sholte calamity. He had al b could
handie anyway, merely ryng 1o keep on his et and manae the
gy et of s crer, Butnove S’ st o g ction
d suddeny become sk ey, and hecould o fonger gnor he

Vears e Sels wonld claim that the whole d o 3wt had
orgisied with Jimie himself—at he had 0 he he vanied lo
Contibute 1o Kathyn's suppon, bt expined ha, becse Came
Wi adamanly opposs, e only way b couk do 5o vas trough &
Jegal judgment  Eve i hatceuon esoning mde e, 1ok
bome out by coun rcors.

immi's poblc acknowledgment of Kathyn s his dasgher the
previous summer presenied seousastacle o i atomeys. He (or
hey) decided e ught 1 have secon thoughtsabou ., and s
e what thy hopes woukd b sbsanive qestions sho the F's
pternity. His ey of lawyers,headed by Carie'sboter, Merdin
oy Nate Willamson, began n excnse mvesigaton o the
Rackgroan of Sl Kelly Rodgers Harkin. 1 hei formal esponse
10 Siella's st the atomeys prsenied the cout wih 3 desed
acoun of ber pa, compred of what were clamed 1o be “octs
unkown o the Geendant t (e ime of e ariag) and 1ot
Koown o him il he year 1930° The parmount fac, according t
e cocument, vas hat when Jimmic 0 il st et he v
aieady pregnant by another man (amed in the b} e had 10
et decivd Rodger ino maryin hr “for th pupos of coveing
e shame” Thereal fther, i sems. wasalrendy mariedsnd erlors.
unae a5 well 5 unwiling 1 make an honest woman of b Fur.
hermor, i the Lngusa o the rsporse, s deendant e e
of i marige was an inexperiened youthand was i fendr
yeas, a0 wat without he sdvaniage of edocation, el o workdly
Cxpeince working o o 3t he e i resauranis” Could this
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Boscrman—a bachelor a the time—above the babershop. Duing
business hours Jimmie hurg stound the hop, picking up bis of
gosip and uaning erands o pucke chunge. He raded bawdy
i, wih raveing men, hot die Wil he shie boys i 3 back.
room, acqird from the pages of Sporing Life and the Police
Gasee s qusi-erary aste o the sondl, sesaiona, and e
menal, and enerally csablished Rimsef 3 4 tough but keable
se-wise kid who could hld his own wih the best of then.
“Thre s it in the Ife of Jimmie Rodgers (0 his pont_the
“Tomative yeur"tht woukd ccount o o foeshadow his vl
succss 362 musicleneriner,mach s sugges hat he woukd one
iy b bigime persomlty.the 1ol of mllions, 3 show business
nsituion, and a dominat infiocne in the devlopment ofon of he
grstest coluralphenomens in twenliethcentury Ameica, the
Cfaer" o the malt-millon-dola ndustry known o Couny Music
v th cartydays of s pofesiona e, he ol el o
“My Tthr 0 my two beothers and | al were usical.” bt here
it evidnce of the ntre o exlent of thei teests il he was
arowingup-HisGrandad Zack had layed e, whichTa Rgers
esed wih some” a5 3 youth: bt evenually Ta gave u e e
o the banj, and after Jummie began t make records, he 4 Tl
would “woodshed” togeiher when he was vacationing in Merdian
between lour. Dors Boreman had bee rined n the “serios” usic
F hr day—Tight opea and th mor accessile cassics— bt here 5
Scant basis for assuming tatany of his background was more han
pasivel abrorhed by her young phew James. Despe i avrvon
1o church, he was o doubt Tamilr with s musc, 3 et the 0
Sandard hymns Which. graviate to Ao every Sobers con-
ciousess: i peache unle. Samuel Boveman, was lo ke,
Connin i repertine el 1 rlgous music. Almo: ceraily
i hd o been exposed osecularcounry g, e arjong.
of medicie show minstch, and occsionsl armoniing amon he
purons of Tom Boseman's busberhop. Uil however, the
e and degre of thes possible inuences ca hardly be assssed
ffom the meager, almost entrely crcumstntal videne valbe
Theony direc e (0 Jimie Rdges' musical begiins st n o
singeoffhand remrk h mace o eviewesyers a1 payed
e gt might e pickin coon when | s ki.” Whsteverhe
St of his nspiaion o e origin of s Llen, they had come.
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wereplayin regulry inhocal vaodvile bouses, 4 ht same year
ey touredstewide onthe Pl crcat,cnting withan cgagenent

v “millon-dolla” Asec Thesir 1o Son At Between hows

Iy wentove 10 cih he Wl the old s, whers Nick Lacas
washedining. Capivated by Lucas' light, nricat guar work, be
made up is i on the Spo 1 give up the ke and leam 10 play
i Bk i For Worh, e bought & maloner i for 6y
ol and srgeled song with i bor llin i o3 e’ o
Gibson. Wi hat nstrmcot and anea erec e, b s00n stred
he echnique, developing 4 syl in coneous miction of i i,
Nick Lucs

10 th cnsing years the Brkes broshes found plntyof work. By
he Summer of 1929 thy had landed 3 b “strolng floors” 1 the
excusive L Tivol—rouming o th lable. d piying requeste
o the reolar ba's termissions. Shtly they wee ine by
Ko, and the o wasan immedae succens” Workin sy for
s, they were Soon making several unded cols every igh.
Whin the watrscomplaind e his o tps were sufeng 54
sl th group was ke o take Sty TN off 10 allow the
waers i share, Thes ey were st when Rodgers howed v
o ear Kaipo.

Handed Rodgen's note whe e cme o wok the et oy, Ko
calld Jimie st his hotel and armanged (o a auion the ollowing
moming. Perhap spprehensive ot mectin 3 s ofsoch st
Kaipo peevaied upon Bill Burkes o o lon with i, 10 bk e
e ks was ecant a s, ot b e shared Kpo's s,
ot onhecontrary. becsuc b was dededly rimprened by i
Roiges e ad,nfact,gone it fcnd o 0 of Jnie's R K.O
sppesances in Fort Worth back in Juoe—and Il g, th
perormance. 1 jus ' care 100 much or Jimmi's music-th
{57 of masic e rcaled . had't b v sy of 1.” But
Kiipo finlly persoaded him 0 g0 slon for the imerview, x4
(somehat 0 Burkess supis) Rodgers e hern both o e s
e the pot them 1 wok woodshedding the mteril he pamed 1o
oot

“That was the hardest doy's work of my e Burkes sid. “His
istrinaw o hand Jmniesome Iy, b d serch sround o
a1, 4nd 4ty 1o ollow him o the e, 0 ind te ight
chords.” When Burkes (el b had th e undercontol, he'd ke
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facitl, i barmiess, sef-promoton. Orignlly th ides of Jck
Nevlle, ne of Rodgers's San Anonko budie, e the Kid is:
he e istingushd of the three ses rcorded tat day, but i s
sied moderse popularity for 15 supposed avabiogaphical cle.
meots.Someday i meybe documented that e i ndcd el
hose rond b sings showt, but 35 “prs of the K of Jimmic
Rodgers.” th ong i sbout ¢ rlsle 3 all the oter myh and
puery vitn shout him. Once pas numertin e colorul st
e, e Iyrc ll 0 il mindd o seguitus el
hymes; the i verssand allrnting yodes ke up 50 uch et
he rcont's saving grae, Charkes Kam's clan, pogrssive el
i 1 squeczed ko only on e, igh bar ek

On Monday. Febrary 2, Jimmie rfined the Wil Rogers beefit
our in Oklboma Ciy. I the st two. weeks Rogers and his
enoure speard insome thity.sevn s ad o n Oklshor
and Arkanss;ll 3, ey payed iy towns in cightcen coys snd
e mor han $225,000 for the R Cross. A the vt Rogers
made 4 Tough Hinerary of th i, bt il was e aliered t e st
minte by ‘weathr condiions nd he eed to . in thre, and
Sometimesfour, eormancs aday. Exsingnewspaperaccuns and
publictyrelss ofenconfet egadin dtes ad prsonel. I was
2y b s, with some connections made, s some mised”
id Wil Rogers, J.. ong afcwand. 1 doab i it could ever be
reconsiucted peretly. "

Altbough Jimnie Rodgers's name speared promicadly n dvance
publicy for motofthe show e, e Lt e cvidence it he v
il with e ourcame from Axdmre, Oklahona. On Febuary .t
Ardmoreie repored tht dring the show on he prviaus day, Wil
Roges R agan ntroducd Jmmic 5 “my distant s, s which
“Rodgers sang seveal umbers and was well ecemed.” Wi, Jr..
emembered ha immie “wason ht o focnly e dtes b
8 ol o th hard ok o dlytouring (and it ws 3 very brd
{our:fying,deiing. alking. aanging, i 0 ot of sl otk
a3 Joss ht bl father and s regreted. Said Wil Jr.. “On
Sveralaber ocasions, Dad e sppersnces i he Sovthwcs,and
‘heneer T askd ahout Jimmic Rodgers, | was 0 e was 100 k.
Dad of coue, ws  great s of i, He recopnized the seam
ey would have made.”>

Timnie may have sayed with he tour 55 fr 33 Hot Springs.
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show business etesn who i appesred proessoally a exly 35
1923, when he was ten. Taught 10 sing by his musically ncied
purers, Burkers ition nt show busines had come shout in
1521, when the famaus C. A. Wortam carval lyed his .
o, Wichita, Kanas. Bily and is brother Weldo, 3 yese 5ed &
Nl oder, went down 1 te ot wilioutany money, hopng 0 5
and pick up enough change among the sdeshow rowd 10 py (o
admitsion o the mai en. Worham hinsell ane of e legods i he
business, heud them performing. The nxt day e ofeed th boys
ater S1.000 pasexperss o thm and e moter, 0 3 ten-weck
sumne tour Unhagpy. il the boys gt out of he ofer was &
e inhe paper—Wihita By Singrs Thill Camivl Crowds:
Offered $1.00010 Go with Wortham.* The e Burke decined he
ofe, snd the hoys lamly reumed o school. The Collowing yer,
however, they criered an amtese conet spomsored by Brsk's
Comdians, another raelng 1ep show, and were 50 poplar wih the
crods ha ey began 0 sppesr whener e show psyed s Wichita
ind nghboring towas. Eventaly they were hired 10 tour with 3
Brunk's i under b mansgemet of Texan Harky Sader, who
laer, s the owner of his own company, became cne of the
Southwest's bestknown and most beloved showen,

During this time the Burkes hetbrs were ssetlly vocsis.
W the amily moved to Fort Worth showt 192 however, thy
ccame scquinted wih a traveling salsran named Fred Sewar,
‘ho tsugh her both 0 ply te ke Lacking an ntrument of
heeown, thy mproised it 1 old ourd mandol,srpped o
1o four strings 4t ke 2 uke. They were s dept o kg
b own irment,cresin v “gta” out of 3 ciger box
and oo bl Bl hurk-pcked ke st uin  pecume:
ot a3 side. For Chrisas that yer thy both recencd M
ks nd began 1 spend (e fe L playing for see cowds
and neghborond parics. One of thei mor lucraive cvrprises was
1o 1de the Dobbs Safety Conch bus runs between Fort Woelh 4nd
nvington,playin for ps:; sometimes ey mace a5 mich s cghy
ol o 3 wekend—more maney tha we K wht 1 4o il
scconding 1o Billy Burkes. Thes eperire consised of “poplar
music o th day”and old stndbys sich s “Siver Thrads among e
ol School e e and less st fo e tleted rohes,
s they wredevaing l hee e o peformin. By 1927 ey
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tuberclosis was more scially sccptale i the Tweticsand hiris
hin now s debaable, but sining abot i was nthing pew in
Rodger's time. Bles sanzas mendoning the dicase had been
commonplac or year,and Jimmic vas probablyfamia wih Wille
Jackson's 1928 verion (Columbia 14260 Ealy n 1929 he had
it to Ray Hal i he Texas St Penentary, acin fo “your
Version of “TB. Blus, " together wthany od undom s verses
Hll could remenber As i happened,the prson farm wheo Hallwas
hen locared had originally been sct up 35 & camp for wberlr
prsoner, and i tined amon, s nhabiants much of the o and
mosphere o the disase. Hall sent him what b had, and “Jimmie
Changed words her and he: ad some ofhe phrses—cht's the
e worked.™ One of Rodgers's more nspired atcraions ivolved
Picking up he graveyard vese, rginalypart of“Blu YodelNo. .
nd g i the st st He als decided o repace bis sl
yodel etween veries wilh th falscto ffsin, "I gt the T..
Plcs” Subly allering and renforcng the blcs form, prodcing &
composiion ha, i ot orinal, is neverieless w3 Ggh,
Cohein whole isled fom some of te best b fnt fostn
round in the collctive comicionoes.

“The i contingent of backp masiians was assemiled o record
“Tavelln Bhocs” 8 song which was destned 1 be 3 Rodgers
standad, revived over he yars with conserble sucss by oter
anists such a5 Lefy Fisel snd Mere Haggand. Although Jimmie
Shred compose creit for“Travel Bes. s lrgly te work
ofShelly Lee Ale. whose performne o e recording comributed
o Rodgers's ubiquitous nfuence wpon the emerging paerms of
counry s, Unil the time ofhis asocaion wih Rodgers, Alleys
Duckground snd instincts hed dircid i, primarly owind pop
musc. “Travelin” Blcs” brough ogether, n howeve dimentary o
sion. the sin of sevral musical traditons, ntably az blcs
and hosecement ofpopule musie mos ety dered from e,
Ok ot The combination was noling new for Rders. but
pariculr nstrumenaion o th sing band, highighied by te Alley
roters vilns—he sound was ot et quie tat of dles—<anght
he sicrion of younger msicans soch s Bob Wil the Nedging.
Eeius who was 10 make wester swing an idelble part of Amercan
sl cutu. Once more, without much plan o conscons
imenion. Jimie Rodgers was breaking new ground.

“The sesion wasconclded with “Jimie the Kid. 3 plesant bit o
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Jieners i a st of urelived embarmasent. ™" Curious 5 hat
suement scems, i el rfctod he tpia oy sace of Verier,
which dclighed i prnin spiy vorce sories, national scandl, nd
delieraly scurlous gossp—ail cynclly cat in 3 one of weary
ndignation. Perbaps the. ony fuin shok hat ares tuey fom
“Everybody Docs It in Havai” is tht th lyris came from Ele
SMcWillams, who. woukd not sllow et name on any of the Blue
odels tecause “T've alvays been mighty saitced.”

“Th scond song, “Tuck Away My Lonesome Blus,” vas kcwise:
aspurof dhe-moment production et hesrd Kipo playing e music
Which he hd composed ong befor, and sugeested tha ey would
recond i i e could come up wih soaie e, Kaipo complained
it it ad ke i  yar st 10 ok ot the e, whereupon Pece
i, “Give i 10 Elie”Sh isened ot mosic once, o of s
Hyics in horhand,then ramribed them “Witboot evising & sngle
Word ™ Pec gave his kay, and te tune was schedled for the
afernoon sesion. The reul was one of Rdger' eter rcorings,
ot one that for nknown reasms £ oflen neglecied i discussions af
i ok,

For “Tuck Away My Lonesore Bloes.” he group was oed by
i Bob MacGimey, who had ppesrd reqvnty o o axd
reconds Wi Gene Austin and alers. A prominent vy 4 coton
planer in s native Lake Providece, Lousiana, MacGimsey was
Knoun s e oly ma i the workd who can whise e tones st
once” (he svclld hrmony whisling bardon th Rodsersrecord)
e tonk serosly his e 38 National Champion Whitkr. To 3
univerity profesor who hecrizd that “whiling % sn wmisakable
Signof the moro,” MacGimsey replied, T'm ot sre wht degre of
it ha ks me - bty e asking e, s hadly i 10
Say st whisting s oy more 10 do wih  man's ety G i
Plying the bass viol A, i 50, what shout te yodelers and e
S el iners? Thesuestsignof  moron i ow e tinks and ok
hther e whiss, pays tho de o indules mumbly og "
MacGimsey's performince on Tuck Avay My Lonsome Blcs
provded  lesan, i now dted, mrlde: s pesec ws clely
anoterconcssion o he populr e o e e, bt ne that would
e o asting efect on the subsance of Rodgerc's work

A he sssionspogresied, Kaipo'sprfomnces o the e uiar
1o o comfdent,conthting maeraly o the sengh of o of
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Kaip off i comer and ry o teach i 1 him—"Jo’sca for music
WA o "0 h coud work ou 3 exd on e el Ciling s
provided e only el rom he swelring suncr heat: by he cadof
he day the musicans were all weary. Jmmie seemed 10 suffer 10
mor hanthe cter, however, and scheduld aotherrehearsal forthe
fllowing morming.

By matualagesmen, Weldon Bukescame along the ext dy.and.
e addion of s kil scened 0 make hing g0 beter. it st
it uklele made 3 diffrece in e comnation” Billy ecalled

el you. here's o of music o b hd ot of 3 e ke~
Ralph Peer lked what e hardfrom th grop. and thy et o
 makesit stdio in he Jeffron Hotr's banqut hall on Ths.
ay, August B Th fst side they reconded, “Everybody Does It n
Hai,” provided an approprat et fo the group, oented s it
was 1o pop syles and the Hawsin 1 of the day. Wi Rodgers
inging two vesesand  rpea o the eagthy chorus, he band had
it room for ndividul inwority: bt th accompariment i sohd
and vigorous, carid lon by Billy Brkess strong seconding onhe
Sandurd g The song e, vivial bt ingraiting, was ne of
Rodgers' more bt appesls 04 pop udince. A it ety
i the shedue, it had been comporcd ony te night efre it was
econdd. Erir, Ko had lkedexpaively shout he splendorsof
il (aiming. among oter things, tht i fater was mayoe of
Honolla), nd Pee okod ha he'd hve 10 aange  ssson there.
“Yeah," said Jimmie, "4 Ik 1o bave e one of them hula-hls
™ That migh,unale 0 seepbecauseof e hat, s gt upand
Sribld off  few veres basd on phrses rom te converstion bt
o suck i er ind. When she sung i o he muscans t breakast
1he e momin, they tok 1 i iy, and Pee decded o
rcond i while they were so_ enthusasic  The song's doobe
enende, approprse o Rodgery's image and s <nough o b
Ctchy. was nevenhles prey il S 0 sudencesacustoned o
he ks of “How Come You Do M Like You Do (1934, Makin
Whoopee,” and “Do What You Did Last Nigh” (oth 1928). But
‘henth record was relesed, Vriety, on o o the e ccasions
‘hen i deigned 1 o Jimmie Rodgers,hffedtht ~deersshould
s discrimination and no el his i plie familes or for jovenile
consumpin.” The complain, spparnty. was tht “I's peve e
clear what everybody does n Havail, That lees the semiive
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Arkansas, anoter esot town he was Known (o s for es and
elaation Bt o h had mors immeise probems e i bl
o oy sbout. Sl had respesred agan
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days. We'd advise him 1o amange  seting ke that (o bis 3¢
Nothing s chrged for this counsel ™ Otherwis, the reviews were
pracically unasimous in hee prais. In Howston, where the Show
broke il sendance records and hundreds were fumed . he
ot Dispach observd that Rdgers's name i spplaoded bfor he
appess. S he Al Consition Jimmie Rodger e 0 8t
Detrevery ime e sppeas n  foca stge.” Even he Dalscrie
ingled i out ¢ e it o the “snsalyquslatv vadevil bl
and s him fo his uique syl and ks voie. “He i in igh
favor troughout,” admitedthe eviwer,“and ven is long-draur
ou sories appe (o lease.” Wriin for the Dallas News Joha
Rovenfed e the bl o es proam o st 0 fish hat his
chroice has een i v 4nd wenty s The only our e
came, odlly caough, in Biminghan, where e Post’s crite
compiained that the siage program was “spoty” and “mediocre’—
g, however, that Rodgers was roundly applaaded by the
udence

it while hy wereenhusiatc, e reviews werefewer and rcer
han befoe,samied fahe back n the papers and ofen buried nder
bier, mor immedine show bsingssnews. Since Rodgrss Loew
out the peevious year, 8 st change had ke place 1 populr
enterainmen, il 3 he st of 3 singuar phenomenon: the
maooning vosue for tlking picres. Quie imply. Glkes were
{akin ovr, creingshock waves thoughout e sy and snding
Tive ctertiament runmin for cover. Wi many & whimper 4 &
bang, vaudevlc spped o sl dcle. Everyhere hair s
and rewspaper pubnciy eected the el new nend, i phrtes
ow memorble only for thei quantess. “100% Taling —100%
Eneraiament.” prochined the movi ads. “Hesr Dovglas MeLan
Tk fo he Fist Time.” "My Picfod i the ALL SFOKEX Show
“Coguete " “A tlin drams of wid psson-—sko talking comedy
ani Path Nevw.” Paramounts famous mounian Iogotype s drapd
i an Al Tulking” e serons i oy e e rdemks
iyt of oler studhos were sy defaced i dferenc 1o
e mania or sound. RK-O, e o s word, brvely contied 0
ve s vaude bl suong promasion. bt there was simply o way
hie suage shows could compete wih the hllbalo over lkes

In Tult, RK.0's Orgheum Thete hd jost ben wied fo o0,
and i Rodgersshred tp il wih the “Gal Operig of Our
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Kerrile” s though h'd travrsed I ad s in s of .1
was the same old Will of the srecn and stge,” reparid 5
eprescntie of the Mounan Sun, “A shock of hie promded
benesh is bt and doring i brief vt b nver misd s sk
i gum chewing " The repore was disappoincd, howevr,
athough he famous cowboy.philosopher chated amiably wih he
lownslok who gaherd, he “ever gave sy sny comedy sl
Consuded the wrier it penlany. b doubles e it o e
cath customens n San Angelo."™*

Wi unch ot of the wy, the group sumed the ip,aiving in
Sin Anglo ony minuics efoe the show was 0 begin i the
Moricpal Audiocium, where Jimi hd appered on s g
our i the fll of 1939 The show went off without  hich befre
ancbercapciy adience. imie and Wil a e, wee sessoned
perfomers 4nd scusiomed ot it avls s hasty opeings.
Box offie eceipstoled 6153, reporely the argest in e city's
Hisory The neat moming e cterainers drove on 1 Ablene 10
play the show that hd ben postponed. There improved weater
Condiionsmade it possble for Roges's fumous aisto friend, Frank
Hawkes, o i them. Jimmic en i diver bck home i Caie's
car,and th anertinrs flew o Breckenndge foran sppcaroce it
icoon. By cvening thy were in Dalla 1o prsent an cnlaged
b hou extravigan, e st beneht performanc n e ays. 1
1umed out 10 be the biggest diappoinmnt f the our: fewer than
2,000 pople showed up in the 000 e aodicriom, 3 srpise (o
cveryoe, since Will Roper's It two appesance it ay had
packe the house and is movis played 0 Fcord bos office receipts.
Blame was aid o conficing bookings, por publicy, ad h e
ofthe newspapers o suppor the enerprse. Nodng tht an At
had conribued more than twice th meager 83856 collected n
Dallas, 30d that even the smal cits had frguently opped hat
amoun, h show'ssar was oenly dipeasd. “Rogers Grnbies b
iz of House, but Givs Show” repored the Dallas Morning News.
“The comedian swallowed i dsspoiament and gae o oo
umored, sexul show ssid the eviewe, perhaps ting o make
amends. But some of Rogers's barbs wer notcebly sharer han
sl 5 whe e poked un st h Trty Rivrnavigationpeoles.
 pereial abce of civic concem. *1 can' undersand why you
People spend 5 mach money o tha mangy e iver.” Rogers s,
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Stores of he tours scceses wre datfully reporid i the ol
paprs, slon, with sccounts o Jimmie's new cars. (Wihin (e
nonths that yar e bought cwo Fords, boh cquipped wih very
maginbie gadgr ) Townsllk sk Kep o watch s constrction
beganon Bl Yodele’s Paradie. Waher Rodgers 6t i ondoctr's:
105 withth Souhem Railway and came 0w o Kemvlle 10 accom:
pany i brthr om the tor 2 “esiness mansger” (snothr prols
Sonal amngement hat Ited only brify), and Jimmie, sqieeing
e could ot of i celebrty s, Sringedan ppesrce st he
local movie house on the Sudey pro 0 s dearae. Loal Vitor
e ined n o promets e show, s e plsped o performnces
o packed howses.

The lllowing Toesdy, May 7. he Jft Komvlle for Mismi,
Okloma, 1 opa the K. i tour, Rodgers besdind a il
hatinchudd the Seven Nesons ("Europe's Ltest Acrbaic S
o) comedisns Moron and Sost, and the Shaw Carll Dace
Rewe. It was essatlly an “intct wnC-RKO's tem for 3
rodsbow madevp of idependent cts ot booked ogehe o ivn
umber of weeks. Afer # pl-ncek oeaing &t Mianis Coleran
Thetr on May 16, the schodu cll for 4 week i ach of ten
major s Tls. Oklahoma City. Fot Worth, Dalls,Sum Anionio,
Houson, New Oreams, Lite Rock, Birmingham, and A,
closing on oy 26. Fo Rodgrs it was  gucing gind i whichany
one iy became  rplic of all the cters. Doing four shows 3.y,
v doys o weck, el e e fo st drog the i, s “making
e s betwoencitie very Friday ofen mean el ol night
St incvery city e sqused in one or wo rdio brosdests a0
made Seveal spparices a1 music Sores 0 sgn aulographs and
cont,or sl 0 ke hrd ad ch with e hndedsof (s
Who tused o,

(On the Loew Cicuityea are,be'd ben billed 3 “America's
Blu Yodelr” il ppearing onstage i Prakeman's gah. A ht
were ot llogiclcoough.the procedre was ow curouly revered
Allhough o he was bck o “The Sigiag Bakeman o cven more
nequenly “The Yodeling Brskemsn- s sivertvig and poblicy, he
peromed in et clothes, ofin topped off with 3 wide bimned
Wesiem bt A Dalle cric cokded i fo gving up e aiosd
image: “Prtre Mr. Radgers and is hrmany n some dinlghted
csbous axdyou can o the iche must have becn n i o)
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cleven ifeent things individally. The oty soltion to Pobibiion
i 2 devic 1o regster voers” reaths: “Th ballod and the breath
st comespond before hey can be counied.” As Camie Rodges
eponed, A god time was had by ll”

"Th righ cltural divisionofthe day is wothnoting. While Wil
Rogers captivted his audieces wih hone, homespun humor and
Jimie Rodgers was yodeling e blues avay wih T fo Texas” and
“Inthe Jihouse Now.”Sun Ankonians n high sociey wer atening
aecilof “wadiiona egto melodis”whih had, sy ncugh,
been “componed” by a local artiie. Sud 3 socal ke i the
newsaper, “The trudionl negro melodis composcd by Alke
Mayheld were song by Becthoven Macerchor and diected by Albert
‘Schacter. The composer was a the lano. The meloics includd.
“Galil"and “Honey in de Comb."™ (One can beleve “Honey i o
Com™—bot Becthoen Maennrchor?] Wher, inded, st he snow
b of yestrtay?)

Following the huge succss of the Sin Aniono benef,the Red
Cross ctourage s scheduled 10 Jeav the et momin by plne for
Abiene. Howeer,seady ram and mody rumways ored cancel
o of he ake-oi. The irony of 8 bRt tou fo deoth vicims
scting bogged down in mud gave veryone a augh b hey had 3
Sehedle 1 mainin, 4nd 5me w38 rnnin ou

Simmie Rodgerscame o e scue, commandecring s wie's e
Packad forWill Roger, Rogrss son, hinsell, and diver. With he
et of the troupe ummed o  econd ar provided by Ear Mocre,
ey headd wes, ewving Care strnded. in San Anonio snd,foc &
time, wondering who'd solen e ca. The Abilene shov, ongially
isnse fo tht affernon, was reschedued o the (ollovinday; ot
fher was sl s cvening perormance 1o b given in San Angeo.
more than two undeed s sy Kerville wassong the o, 10d
Jimie nsiied ey st by Bl Yodele's Pardie o hsty .
“The stop was somehing of 2 shock for the Roders howsekecper,
Amna: bt long sccustomed 1 et cmployer's cgular habits and
impulive gestures, e wasequl o the sk o whippng upa el for
o carloads of cicritis. Whie tey waied, Jimmie arged for
roundof pcture aing, ad nsited on howingof s famous visr
o the town. A crowd pubred 4 they paked the chaufardrven
Packard by the pctrcque Gusdslpe River that rns through he
busines sra. Will Rogensstuck his hesd out 4nd i, "So s 5.
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mpact on hissudicnces. A i fo the T Picyune, sofeing
erammaicl lapses bt sccoacly catcingthe csence of Rodger's
Sppel o that “Jimmie Rodger, Vicor rcording rist Aho ha
e hesdline s, play e 2 i 't rowup it e on i p
and gags when b o sining bl songs e, oo s, -
e jokes etween ot bl songs] You might call im
" geneman acor e s a Sightly dfeen n han ters of his:
profesion.™ The New Orcans it repored that “he b 10 ke
Feeral bowssnd give many ecore. e ha & pesin and crooning
ke which went over ell wih he sudnce. "

“Th our el in Aot on July 26 Headed bck tomad Texas.
i toppd off n Merdn o mect Cari and s p o 3 couple-
Of ks, ut (s sl e was by ot ofthe e, working with
“Siter Eisie” o ew maerial. Peer had amanged 1o hold s next
econling session 3t the Jeleson Hotl i Dalss hegining on
Augas 3

“Aiving in Dallas with s wife snd s, i eistred
 he Jfferon and too off onhis habitalroundof tesers, uron
s, nd gt spot. Along the way e head shoot  muscan amed
Joe Kaipo, s Haalin gutar playe (bl scnss of the aective
a mtive of Honollu, Kaipo specaiaed in he s-clled sl
o “Hawaia” gutr i vogue t the i) Leaening ht Ko v
woking 1 & swank west Dalls speskesy Known 3¢ the EI Tivol
G, Rodgens went 1o cuch it s, Bot Kaipo and th ot
masicans hd becgven Strday ight o, 5o Jimmie lft e for
im, askin Kaipo o cll e ol 1 discuss working o the vcoming.
ecuing session

Except for i brief and raher random asocision wih Jimie
Rodger, e is knownof Joe Kpo. Even he crcumstnces which
brough them opeher were, 15 the foegoin ndcwes, mosdy 3
e of chance, 5 was frequenty he caie with Rodgers nd the
musicians who accompanied i, Apprely Kaipo had 3 eptation
ofsoes among musicans in the arc, e'd oten the E1 Tl job
el a5 sl of his passing scquainance withfwo Fort Worth
youngsers, Bily and Weldon Burkes, whom. h'd met aly  short
ime hefore Rodgerscontaced him. oniclly. the Burkes brters.
cpccaly Billy Bukes, were 1o play a ar moe proinent ol than
Ko in Rodgers's developng carer.”

‘Aough b was ool seveteen at e tine, Billy Burkes s 3
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i pews stories o publicy; bt Jimie el made o efort
Toconcel o hose withwhom he s, po sy st
10 mostof is adicnces, wh, when he was oecasiondly caugt by &
Coughin spll omiae, were known o spplad sympathtcally 1nd
ot “Spi e up, Jrmmie, and sig some more " Vet he ey
5ok 10 anyon shou hishelth and sppers 1 hve simply znored
ihe whol mate 5 much s possble. This scming rmbialnce oy
elptoexplin why T.B. Bles” st one sy authenic and et
iy impersonl, 35 i he ominous discse and certan deth re
Somsonsss's aifctions. How therisecoukd e sng. <0 cloquen-
Iy o oicaly. Ve been fghing ke  on, looks ke ' gung o
lose—cuse there st nobody ver whippedthe T5. blues™ I
one seme, the disnce with which e performs sugeests tht he
Spproached h songmuch n he manner o any thr ht e s o
Commerial gain-i o more mesnt ht h el had T B. than, .
“Molight and Skies et hat h'd hen i pron, o “Lullaby
Yol et o sl rouble. But o benning 0 e, o
Singer's efusl o1t is g gal” make 0l of i by ling i
e st have T.B. 1o the il cknowledgment hat “hat old
graveyandis 3 onesore place” where "thy put you n your back.
{heow tht mad Gown n your foce” T B Blus” s b 4 st
achievement and the mast cloquent evience o Jimmie Rodgers's
caic vson 1 was 3 vison b o hisown coursge snd il of s
arat st for e nd is own coming 0 terms with e ansience of
2 Vision sobstantal cnough o clvae him 0 te ranks o hoe pcts
and s and risans whose ok s 4 esss il our
homan v

Waen Jinic Rodgerssang T B. Blue.” s sudences knew that
e mean 1t was v of the thigs, smid sl the Rl
Bokum of the day, hat isagushed i from the s of Vernon
Dbt and Carson Robison. I 3 what couty musie am mesn oy
when hey bestow thee ighest accolade on an arist by calling N
incere. Comy. pehaps bot i3 world where, 5 Joun D hae
suggeted, he et i s i taking nothng seoly. 8 ke
sincerky gos 3 long way.

OF cour. singing dbout wherclosis was reihr ocginsl nor
excusive wih Rodgers. Several recordings entled “T 5. Blucs
rceded s vrson,and otherscotinued 0 sppes i he ollowing
e, s long s te dsase remined  famiha presnce. Wheber
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with unspoken inference 10 the niggadly amouns they spent on
charity. “Why don't you get some buckes and mov i ot o ere”
“Th Bl Yodeler's conciution o the vening was ot nly b,
with 3 masimam of misformation: “Jmmy Rodgen, ceebrd
anjoistad crooncr, ow reted o s farml ) ¢ Kerle, eoed the
Will Rogers pany 1o asis i the enertaiment.”™

Rodgers et e fourtemporaily n Dals, hving leamed that P
w1 00 is way 0 San Anton withheportbl ecodin coiprent
He went directy 10 the Alamo Cicy and checked fto s sute  the
Guntr fo & day' e before digging o prepaaions fo the
econding sesion. But, s sy, there were many erptions, it
Phone call, viits wilh fiends and elow musiiams, and bosiess
ecsons to be made. The crcumsiances sumouning (his sssion sre
ot cea, bt apparely Pece had planned i tip primarly arund
Rodpers, hoping 10 fnd <nough other loal taknt 10 male the
excurion wothwhile. He did not have mich luck, and when he
iscovered thteven his e was poory prepard. avig st come off
e o and suffriog from his ol ety f el e decided
10t is stay 1o only two days.

Simnic was bl o e up severallocal musicans 1 scconpany
him on shart o, mostly sirugling young_semi professiomls
‘whom he had gtcn © know during i amibessround San Anionio
Chules Kama. i st guitarist, a0d M. T. Salzar, who played
sandard guiar, had recorded. or Viea culir, hugh thei At
ides were never clased. Th g bass plaer, Mike Cordoa,
worked accasionl dats with K nd Sabra n ol rightsots
Forone sde the group wasenargd 0 ichude Jmmie's fend Shely
Lee Al d i broer v, volistswho'dspparedon Dl s
WEAA st cry ¢ 1923 and worked withsverlpo rened ands s
other Tex raio sstion. Despie the hrried andsomewiat ecic
Conditons under which hey were recorded, the thee sides Which
Rodgers co wih these musicans e amon i bst 4nd st
ot

"Th i, sung 1 the sccomparimentofoly Jimic'sand K’
uiars was the eoduring “TB. Blucs” As both an arisic
achevement and a siaement of his own moralty, “T B. Blues”
Blucs” s perhaps the ulimae manfestton o Roders's curoasly
sl titude toward the discse st vas il him. Fo obviout
Tessons o st and “image,” e ntre of i poor beskth was bever
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immie's bt mbers, “Train Whiste Bises” s “Jmmic's Texss
Blucs.” Once aain Rodgers drew onthe commrl sock of o boes
vess, and once agin, ke all e good blesmer, he ansfomed
her o is own personlstemen of hard Ik and fadd love, of
st endurance nd he ecae, brdering o apeure, (it comes fom.
haring he exprience. “Yes,” e 52, " know how 4 fecls whe
youre fecling s dogaone bive.” In “TekasBlos” ne finds cven that
st bt bt of nes—The bl s ki ot 3 god man
fecling bl The lyrics e e ll ovr again when b sngs thm,
lkig along between verss, shouing “Hey. sueel menar” and
implring “Have merey. Lord.” yodeling on down the ne i the
b ha e

For some ime Rodgers had planned 1o econd “Frankie and
Johnny.” 1 old stage nmber that b had Known ot o Vs e
and had e freqenty in persoal spesrces. Pee i ot vy
enthusiastic shou i, foc he knew there was il hance o s
composer royalis on the song. While “Frankie and Jobay” vas
coninly a5 “radiond” s cther song hat i R ot his e
o, s much better known and b, i fc,already becn ecoded
several s durin the ary Tesis by such arisis s Al Berard
(Brunswick 2107, Fue Marable (Okeh 40113), and even Cal
‘Stndburg, who temed it “csscal guter song.” Only o ears
e i had been & minr it for Fank Crumt (who, sccodng 1o
‘Vance Randolph, once climed “complee auhaship” o e 100
Bt Jimmie ept working wih , chingin 3 word bere s there, s
Poce Gy decidd that ey might b bl 10 copyright 55

e e weskend R remmd bis prows sond town.
accompanied by young Bill Bukes. In o dancehall i the biack
Scton of cast Dalas they ra across  jaz bund tht e Lk,
and e peruaded he group o come down o te JeTerson on Mooay
1o ecod “Frankieand Johany” with hir. Acording o Burkes, “he
bund Sounded e g with o, bu,for reasons ko, Pce
efcted the ake and instad sued 3 50l vrsion which Rodgershad
don o days beore.

"The Dalla sesson ended with seers semps 10 recod “Home
Cll” whic Elsie MeWilans said she “wroe up seveal different
ways.” Allhough Rodgers e rcondec sifciory sl version, o
Take of“Home Call” fom this sesion were reesed anl he sy
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operted onan et shedule at various ocatons, o eingcalled
Sy for days o 8 e 1o serve 35 oubleshocer o manenance
backup on some disat part of the dvson’ fines. Whenever
crcumstnces permited. i new bide folloned slong. et op
ouschld n  tentor boxcar on  siding in Lost Gap o« Graban's
Switch or Enerpes, suounding hamiets ht erved 0 il camps
and diicion ot Soom sven tht el ouie was funber
lered and intcnupted by the rivalof two sons, Waller n Ao,
1586 1nd Tlmag i Jaary. 1890, Durig cachconfement Elzs
etred 1o her parens 3t Pine Sprins, rjoning her wanderng
husband s soom 35 sh snd th haes e i o vl Following.
the binh of Talmage, however, she sffred two sucesive miscar
tiges. and e health, pever vy ot began o 0 permanendly. n
alikeibood, she had conectod uherculoss i he ra,shdy il
Camps where such discass were endemic, and e case vas
aggravated by the gencrlhashoes of her nomdic e 3 3 raoad
Scton foreman's wife, The inerals @ Pine Spings became
inceasingly frguen, and Asto, i deernce (0 e esth, began o
iide s e between raloding and stirpis i faming e
aceage e hd scquired from i fatherin . By the md-1890's
ey ha more o ks aken p resdence i he ook Sam Bz
had il for them 35 3 wedding precnt, and it was there, on
September 5, 1897, tha El Rodgens gave bith o ber third s st
chid. Christend Jumes Chars, e was  chaby. brown-yed baby
who quicly became the spoled favrie of the family.

1t as soon obvious hat Elza Rodgers's s’ hadgrown
chronc In 190 her heli detroratd iy, and e did, powibly
n chidbinn, sometime that yeur, when Jimmie was e or sx.
‘Athough variousbrsnchesofte Boseman frly were chse by snd
ofeed to ke Talmage and Jimme (Walier, then seventen, had
already joined is fathe on the ralron) Asrn Rodgers, o e
Son o fully Known, declined 4 insiead sent e boys 1 e for
o ime. with his selaives 1 Soooba, Miisuppi, snd. neaby
Geier, Albama

Ttwould be the s of many moves for youn Jmrie. Alioughbbe
was nevr quie th poor orphan chid lur depictd n poblcy and
Iegend, he would o hve el permancnt adres aai for more
han ey e yeas, when, 0 4 riing ar in he enerainent
word e it s Texas“mansion—and e ther brey cighieen
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Moonlight and Skies

On Febrary 3. 1931, s for cvil sction was fled n the Distict
(Cour of Comanche County. Olahoma. naming s defendant “Jimmy
Rogers™ The plamiy were “Stlls Harkine, in her individual
capaciy and Katberin Rogers. by tllHarkins et moerand et
rend. ™ T peton sliegd hat Ky e, et his weath
and prominence, had il 0 make any provison o the uppor of
b dughic of i it mamiae, Poning oot that t the e of b
dvoree from e chld's moher he was without propeny.” the
peion obsrved that ine that e he o “<ome o povession of
Tare sums of money 4nd vaable properics. and i koown 5 &
econding arist, making records o he Victoe people, and sppearng
i thetes a5 pbic inger forpay. anddraws lrc s of money.
each monih 35 royalties pon th. ecords he makes - Conse
auenly. he plimis sked that Rodgers be ondeed 1 pay hid
Support of $250 o moni for fve yeas (when Kathyn would be
cighcen) "0 3 sum equal 10 $15,000.” Addtonal. b was 0 oy
e mother $5.000 1o reimbune Stlla Harkis for b work snd
Kabor and support of ischid duin the st twelve (12) years ! In
1931, he average familyicome was 125 & month. Tuehve ilion
Americans were wnployed

oo fer he supse resion wit e ormerhusand th previos
sumime, Sl hd begon o et pon he gt of s s
She dockdd that it was ony Fght a0 proper that he conrbte (o s
newly dicoverd daugher s el fhermore, e calculed
e hersel had something coming—back pay, i et for b &






index-320_1.png
v, 1930 by, 1951 s

esthrin, nor was be pariclarly quick 1o espond 0 sggesions
Shout i par e pecformancecoming upthateenin, despe bis
igh egard fr e person kg htn. T was very posiive of
‘htslectons h wanted 0 sng” s Prer,“and e lened 10 what
Wil Roprs wanted him 1 do ad h e t confrm 1 that 04 be
i conform o . bt e pickeHis wn seectons .0 ad e i
e anyody o sdvise i 3 0 what was good o i The afie
{hat cvcaing wen ooty howeve, and e capacty crowd n San
Antoni’s Memeril Audiorum conribued st 89000 10 3 e
ey Thoughout the four,peformers i heie own expenses and
eceived o slarkcs Brosspoceeds were tumed ver o e Red Crss.
On sevral ccasions, when e et e ake had't been g cnouh,
Will Rogrs even conibuted substanal sums fom his own pcket.

Incloded on the San Antonio program were Eduardo Matine and
i band: Joseph Rbiol and Mrs. Saphis-Bosch, perfoming what
was temed “native dancing”; Cheser Byers f Fort Worth, workd
championstp ik rope, and, o course, Jimmie Rodger, “Hilbilly
blcs singer of reconding fame and raio fane” (one of the fint
nsance. n which the “illlly” sppclon was hng_ on him.
cvidence of s growing e 1o calgorze & paricular syl of
pertomance) % Al scheduled 0 sppear wee he Revelen, Vicor's
Populr e quaret and srs of a network o show fo Pamolive
Soap. The group compored o Lews James, s Melion, Ellc
‘Shaw,and Wilfred Gle, was delyed in New Yok and dd ot join
he tour unil it eched Dals e in the week

"Th e of he show, ofcourse, wascealy Will Rogers. Evryone
e ncluding immie (whom e hmors nroduced 5 “my disant
Son". ok decidedly second biling. Bt 50 on scemed 1o mind
espe i celebriy s, the low-alking. low ey Okaboman wss
arlyone 10 provoke pofessona elosy,and the ot perommers
Taughed slon with e adience 3 i wity e dircied at human
ol and he nflid egos of those in high paces. Poking fun 3
Goversor Ross Sterlng and he twenty-two batheooms on his
‘Sugarand Estte, Roges sid. "Your Govermor gocs home every
Sutuday night fo  bah. Tha is & good thin. T've Secn your
Goveror's mansion i Ausin. It must ave been designed by 3
speialit, probably Chick Sae's prandither.” The comtovenil
Wickersham repon oo Proibion had resulied, s near 5 e coul
make ut, i cleven e agrcing on oe thin collectnely and o
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A Home Out in Texas.

Groving up aound O'Donnll, Texas, teerty yars afe Jimmic
Rodger did, | besrd many sorics sbout b e e suposedly
plyed thre. He ot druk and hrew ber botes of the blcony of
e local otl they s, and 1 et i 4 dozen bppy bomes
siegrted i s wake. Mach s | wanied o belee ht e'd been
here, i ht sime oy, dol e West Texas bt where 1 spet
mich ime whiig away the weay. fevered s of sdocscnce.
8 eard cnough stoics oot Jimmie Rodgrs ven then 1 know
beter than 10 accep hem 3 fsce vaue. Anyway, noting ever
Happene n O'Donnell Texs, Why would Amencss Famoos Bloe
Yodler show up in sich & smal, ouofte-vay takiows’

“Th High P region i doied with dosens of crumblin ltle
burgs st ke O Donnel, alf eseied illage wih e tue 124
evenss st Mot of ther ey xiied before Word Wr I thy
ourshed by in the Twentes with n il of stlers from the
oot bol wceviled bt of Es Teasand beyond, and he
radally roed avay, vieums of fuure shock, fat i, 406
fiecways, of culural homgenization and chngin ecosomic prns
it doomed th quanersecton coton fam and eplaced 1 with
“agrbusiess” conglomerse. Today O'Domel erable ghost
owe:one stains to esize tht, t 5 eak n the b Twentics, he
plce was  busting community of sevral housd sl erosly
Comendin for promicace among i eighboig Fivals, Tohoka 1nd
Lamess. Looking ack, howerer, it sy s the o ever
resly had 3 chance, Stuied 3t was bt two Couny et
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T bk was it enisones mor than ey e year go. in e
impasoned ot woelully adequate ind of 3 Texas farm boy. AL
e, only a generation afr Rodger'sdeath, te memorcs of
hose wh hd known i wer sl freh,3nd | sl would e
ound e resesch pdh s cloierd withfgends, deours, ad desd
ends. Svera of the princpals—noiably Carie Rodgers and Raph
Poe—wese sl v dogens of obers ight hav ecn rced and
found, 1o reval vlusbi ights now forever s
1 ther ways, however, i was perhaps forunate tat 1 then acked

he reourcs o undenke sch 8 k. I tos days—and fo s
s tocome-a bok ot “Anerc's Blue Yodeler would have
P n home cxcept i 3 ot drawer f th suors deck. amang.
i othr wliorns 3né orphans o one fook “hilbily sk
serouly in academic and poblishing il ven among s et
audiences and Toyal funs it was geoerally comsdered subculura,

inlevant, 4nd o very rspectabe. 1 remember o, 1 college
reimen, we lbored ardunsly 0 undesand th daly s of the
anicn Greks and Romans. The subjec aored . bt | s ted
o my own ge. 100, When 1 venred & modest sy o the word
Vinhabed,the papr came back from the prfessr marked il
and“mere ol color. " 1 was, | clealy ecll,an awhward boy-and-

i hore saga, insocently swipd from Montan Slin's ecordng of
T Fute o the Strawhery Rown” and relocatd o the windy West
“Texas plaim of the Fifes, 3 ime and place | loved and hted with
coual feocty.)
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Wil he decdes, is 3 beter word than “planie”: 1 am
reminded of how many b gea ingers have xpesied that same.
ense of loneinss and vlnerabily: Jody Garan, il Hoiday
Edit i, Frak Sinats, Hank Wil Notng the liniaions of
Rodgerss voic, Pleasanis makes the smpe, ovious ot “Well,
et voices d ot grea sngers make, Greatsingers e mace by what
masiclly crsive men snd women do ilh he \ices God Ee
it

Hondrds of storcs st to what Jmie Rodgers i ith his
oce, ot the one ht s mot viid 1o me i the ot simple e ht
Dick Fuman in Kerill tod e shout s fher' dsth. Not o
250, more than oty yeas afe he'd rambled e Texs 1l Country
it Jimmie Rodgen. fshing axd boocawing and sping destre
bouthon, John Furman ay dying. et bu seechcs, o, all
but his ight hand parlyzed fom o massve swoke. By 3 syser of
Squeczs with e e good and,he made i know that he wanted
ear masic fom the phovograph. Sid Dick Furmas, “Of coure |
Kaewtht mesntJimmie' reords. 1 sked i, ad e sy, Wil
e recond playe, e closd his ey and ded,sqeczin my b n
ime 0 the mic:

1t e et s o e s o commitnct o,
o 8 R ok e e et o s g
o i Vi e 1 153 (RN
S35 o R e n bt e A et
3 G ol B . 15555 16
5 Tt o e ko e b e T s
Rty v e ety e o ot
Tt R 00 i . 45 TS
e oy M 054, 70 9152 -
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mariage soo endd n divorce, Townfol it  sh of il
discond 10 the Blue Yodele’ sojoum in O Donnel. Adjosted o the
normalcxageeraion in maters relin o Jimmie Rodgers, e acual
gures scem 0 b (o divrcesand thee serstions. Jodged by the
roupc sandards of a e day. R G smount o much—but
O"Donmell wat clery ot 3 duil as 4 been willing o belive.

Jimmie Rodgess romantic cxplots ae egcadary. scond oy 0
e fbrications oot i driking and seving time in peiso. “He'd
st ake any wornan wherever b found hr,” i Ralph P, s
los working elatonship with Rodgers would see 0 guaily i 0
Spdkon the subject. Bt Peer would alo ave i belived that
i’ rampent bido ws asutabe 1o Nislness. “A uberule
person has e times the sexal activy 5 normal” be blandly
s, sthough of course the exctoppose i more el re. I
would b exceedigly aive 0 elieve that Rodgers was the sy,
rueoving husbnd e is il andzelous s ha undersiand.
iy i o deics on the other hand, neithe s be the vayward
profigae thatPeer and rmors ended t describe. Te el wonder s
0 Rodgers had any ety at al for amorous aciviy.

Eaually nexplcble i h source of his undniable e sppel
‘Gaunt, balling, and big<ard, e i 2t vt ke Elvs or room
sductvely in he ashion of Crosby or S, Pshaps i was s
oguish grin snd cool i of command he sang Wik the voie of
experience, and the songs i, T've been thee before, nd 1 know
ka1 can do." When e o hem b cold et more women than &
pusenpe i coud hal, o o more swichin’ han hee mainline
i verdone, they belevd hm. Surey the most exot evidene of
s Visceral magnetsm is 3 femal pubery e repored among the
Kipsig b of East Afrc, 1 whom Rodgers s something of 3 iner
dety. Intoducd 1 the phonograph only ecndy, te Kipigs were
inordinaely atracted o Rodgers's reconds and soon cevted Him
10 he poskion of » demigod, addesed in he natve ongue 4
“Cheifocha.” Rodger, imagined 5 or ofcetar, hall.man
il amclope, i the st 1o whom young Kipsgs maidens apeslas
hey sig hie song, Chemirocha, and seuctively invic i o ance
with then? Somevhere huckin o himset, i Rodgers '
Pipin 3 shor, gectul yodel over tht one.

A week after s sppearace in O'Doanell, Rodges played a
vo-day engagement at the Palace Theser i Lubbock, perorming
e 3 dy to capachty dieces dspic day-an-dae Sompeion
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again—or possibly hesimply convinced s a thos arcand b
Dt i i, escting o e reslssssand Bigh nervous cnrgy tht
symplomai of uheculosis. In 4y eve, he began makin plans 10
0 bk 10 wok. Ralph Peer and his wie had topped by fo il
Vit on their waybick tNew Yorkfrom e Wes Coast st il and
Pee had suggestcd brnging portable ecoding equpment 0 S
Aono for 3 sesion crly inthe coming year. Accodngly, Jmmic
began wrking again on bew matel

T Ocober te Blue Yodele ws n the i Thicket ars of st
Texs, “booking  few bamstorming daies before Chrisunas.” From.
Houston e otid Billoard s whie n Lufki he'd s acros his
ol iend, minse Lasscs Wi, and et his regards 10 al e
minsirl gang " Jost booght mysel 3 new seven pusenger car.” he
dded, “snd | ave sl my recording for Victor nished unil ext
Fobrury Busioess condiions s 0 b et in Est Texs (han ay
place | ave scenrecemly " A that, e was off 1o Merdan for
(Christmas. His doctorhee tld i sty Lt e ad s hn  year
o if b did ke ar o sl e piped  Ydel, inked,
and o0k swig of prescripion whiskey. He'd becn isening o Dr
Couper's wamings for  long tme. now.

Sure am gl o ko tht Wil Roger i cneof my ' e
i writn o Raph Peer. 1 anted (0 mee him B4 11t Caif but
o0 Know how tings wee when it | was i hury 1 et home *
Everyone, including America's Blue Yodeer, was 3 fan of Wil
Ropes. Back in 1927, when Jimmie was sl sugglin fo is fst
sk, he'd probably been i the audiece fo he comboy-humarits
pertormance in Avevile

Disapoined s ot geing o meet bis ol in Hollywood, Jimmic
ook paticulr otice whe e learmed some st b bt he
fumous humorst would be touring he Southwest b had offred to
make 3 seie of personal sppearices o elp the Red Cross raisc
money for the victms of et 4nd Depresion. For som e
Rodgers had sso been disurbed ove tporsof growin unemploy
ment and the pightoffum familis i drocth secken e, 0d e
Was contempluting  smilac bene tur of bis own. “Jmie was
ways oy for e fellow who was wors of th e was. s Per,
idin hat somenhat difficul o undrstan. I was b nd s
peope, bt he would ind then”
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Goldist and Robert Shelo's Counry Msic Story (Indinapols:
Bt Merril 1966) Alhough occasionaly mared by erons (sv-
el of whieh | contibuted). it remain  ucd, meresing, and
Comprehensive suey of he sobect

During this time there appered 3 work tht as now become the
sandurd reerence. Bil Mlone's Caunry Music, 5.4, (Ausin
Uriversity of Tevas Pess. 1968) i t oce an grosing nartve
and 3 okl of scholasip. 1 am graefl for the opporunty o
scknowedse ot only the e of his book, bt sko Profes.
o Malone' valable avice and thr dict conbatons 0 my
ovn work,

Arhic Gren has been  gude and an nspiaion t many. I he
cry Siais,  happencd pon n ariceof his sbout the e Famly
(Souher Folkore Quartely, 25 [December, 1961 snd ot my st
it that i was kay 1 appreciat the i, ovly masic tathad
e i o my ol conscous hesdsnce | was i, when |
Plyed around my gradiaher's chair s h sa e o e night,
{uning his o Pl Cathedrl radio o e Care Fariy'sbrosdcss
ove he Mexican boder saions. No on Id known hud eve lked
erousty sbot such masc—where it cam from or who peformed .
or why-— . nthing about i appeaed in the books and magazincs
hatcame my way. il ws beocath he contmpt o eveyone
around me, allough it was virualy al they liened o, Now here
a3 profesor from 3 fmoos university. wriing sbout tat s
it loving case and tcling e more ha ' eve hoped 0 ko,
Some years e 1 was forumte cough t et th auhor, 4d N
et cnusssm for s book bout i Rodgerscomineed e
10 underake the project n cames. Proessor Green reains 3 §00d
e and 8 conant sure of help 3nd ercousgemet

T the past decade publisers hav rouEh ot et Bogsphics
and dicographies of eneraners and muican once G 5
“populr” or “hilily" Lous Amstong (Lois: Boson: Lie,
Brown, 1971): Benny Guodnan (5G on ecord New Rhelle, N Y.
Alingon Hovse, 1969): B Bekderbecke B Man and Legen: New
Rochell, NY. Avlingion House, 1973. Tex Riter (e Tex Ritr
Story: New York: Chappell, 1976), Retetences 10 some of s wil
b ound in my note: | am spirivally ndebed o then sl I s
rspect 1 wish 10 scknowldge the pariculr impact of Chrks
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ki by the maibighvay.only foy-odd s from the emrging.
metrpols of Lusbock, and a1 the merey of 3 sigle.crop cconomy
Why.indeed, would Jimmie Rodgers play ODonoel, Texas”

Vet when gt aruad 0 checking,yeusaer L eard he sois,
found ot ot e id pefor there. Only hree v i the arc could
boast  personalappearance by Anerica's Blue Yodeler i th spring
of 1929, and O Domnell was oe of them.

il don't know exacly . ad pehaps it doese' reallymater
Thee i some esson 1o beeve ht Rodgers was fuiliar wih
O"Donnell from revious ramble through he regio: pehaps e ven
o old friends tere. Substanisl evidence hat he made some new
oncs at It pasaly beas ou the rumors T hed. Flly, the
locaion may simply hav seemed promising and comeniet, rughly
Tulfway between the two arger towns e played i e same st
O'Doanelin 1929 was sl years avay from the dterioratng rec
Knew s  boy,and Jimmi Rodgers was nown o have played neven
smaller, mare remote plces.

A weck before he wis o perform ther, the O'Donnel Inder
v the cvent a bannr 72 poit headine scross the front page:

i RO0GERS APPEARS HERE AFRLL 6711 Aboogh Jimmie
imsef obvously plamned the inerary and ook an acive part n
promotng the toue, actu rangerments were made hroogh Victor's
Dallas dibuor, the T. E. Swam Masi Company whose West
Texas represnttive, B Ford, handled he desi and ckd 5
aivance man,

Rodgers amved o Friday, Apeil . fom Big Spin, wher b had
appesed the prvious week. That evenig he s guet ofhono 31
pany hosted by he kcal heatr-owner and i wie, and atended by
e towa' more socialy promineat young coule. 1t was thie et
which pave i 0 e rmors o dllanc and diverse. Abough he
toris can' and probaly shouk')he documented in el hey
e numerous enough and agree substantlly cnough t ndicate hat
ey have some bass i fact. ~Various games were croyed by those
prscn for e, unl the honor gucst was Al persuaded o fvor
he crowd with sme of i mostpoplar mambers” s ltrsocial
ot the ndex. Whatthe pape didt eprt was e exact e of
the games ha e played. o the realignment of parers, when
i Rodgers ft own allowing s peformance the ext enig,
i hos's wife It alo, andathough e rctumed some doys utr, ber
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Quares betwecn the Ancients and the Moderns e fng stadin.
Forateast twocetuies, from he e when mellectul st n e
Age of Reaso began 1o make anicial disincions becween “High
andlow” culture,sudens (ad some rofssors) ave srugled it
ootons o what s snd whst 't pedanticalyrespctable. Complis
Shout his curous disfunction e moding b, bt oy in relatvly
ecen imes has anyone done much about . 1 conlss (0 ngering
Confusion sbot the sty of so-calledpopulss cultare. tn any ways
i  reat shagay dog, rendly andwam and oy o the ear— bt
e all, which end is which, nd s i realy hoicbroke? | am 3¢
neasy a5 anyone withdeepanlyss o moterpllows, g saion
archiecure, bl cps, and e, ven county music. (Too ofen e
problem i ht the analysesarn' ~deep” o al, but nly declartions
ofhe bvious n ighjrgon osalga, the acaderic motber tongue )
B ke Borpe's wondertul, demented Piere Menard, 1 beleve that
every ma shoud b capable of ll eas, and | Know the fficacy of o
000 Noshvile bart song. 1 tme ht i, admtdly, overy tken
Withfad and i, we also may be leaning again how o sty our
Hivs and undestand the spitual and imllcual values of e
commonplace vents sod exererces tha e ignominiosly labeked
“pop culureth sigh and fel o ou e hrough the shared
enes o s mesic, s s, s lngasge, 1 fushions, s fvers
and s and trembiigs. To hes who haveshow e way i recen
e, this book i deeply. ndesd

Changes in the penerl amosphere began (0 ke place in the
1960, Wit the growth of Americn udis and popular culure
programs at shools acos the couniy. Concurntly or st of
Commerca music and ecordings, Vo important ceers wee heing
Stalishod: the Jha Edvards Memora Founddon st UCLA, 1 he
Counry Musc Foundation's Library a4 Miedia Centr in Neshvile
My work owes  great deal 1o both instuions: some scquanance
with theie unique holdings and (hic knowledgeabe sl scms
mandatory for anyone stdying or wring bt county s

A signl even was the publicaion in 1965 o & whoe s o the
JouralofAmerica Follore 78, Juy-Septemr) devoted ey o
tudies of hillilly music by ledin schlas. Unabashedly poci
ing el he "y v, i Cllction hasbecome s comersone
for much subseguent reserch. The followin year s publcation of
e s, and i several respects the et of the pctorlhstois: Bt






index-223_1.png
0 The Sk with Milon Friens

g “Temesss Mama Bles™

s bears i the counin, i he dep b s
Thees b i the e, o i e dep e e
And here s ot of ety v e il of Tonece

“The yodel was mising and an ket e uia had ben oner-
dubh, bt e voie 1 thought then, s unmisakale. Beni et 1
oy hough b ptting o the oiher one. W tend 10 Love
You Yec™  impie love son typica f dovens tat Rosgers i il
i moden Tava shoud hve e cloc: 1 had none of (b sy
Degresion fvr that Fm 50 sccustomed 1o esring an Rodgers
oo, but msead sounded sely o 10 he DBt
ko ballads ofErns Tub  decade e and the e smoothies
hat Gene Auty 0id i the cary Fories.

T was v abe 10 pinpint the ru souce ofthese sesordings or
e icumstances suroandin e oigin. bt te ime 1 ushd 1
e conclson tht theywer v 6, hame recondings which Roders
ade an o e e vas nown 0 ave h 31 the Kerrille reience,
T hold have lisened 13 the peope who had varned e sbou
590 ld B 3nd hispenchant o < romotion Hi sor abot
Prope g because b soundd 5 much e Rodgers shouk have
e m: . R ot hesrd i, v, doin Rocgers'ssongs.and
s corin i was i o e ecods Svea yar wee 0 s
core larnd my mistake, irough 3 procs 0o long ad born 1
e, and oty 3er B el had fsod e o cuts 3 “The
st Songs of Jmmie Rodgers” “The Singing reaman ). Never

Perhaps he Rappist st of the whol affi was that i snt e
bkt Bennic's e tores about i Roders As n the e
Ofthe recods, | was never able 10 gt comsitent chonoloy from
i or i out many hard Fcts, bt alrward cnough of 1l o
plce 1o convince me hat the broad culines had some basis i
Sty Bennic's e, Festo “Cap” Hes, had probably been 3
neighor of Aaron Rodgers, citber at ine Springs o in one of the
tersmall communiies n e 1 where Asron worked o he M&O
‘When Jimmie was growing up. Cap Hss took up ralouding himsell,
Sndsround the e of Workd War | he heped s i ind wrk
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tory offimie Rodgers was gl closing chiptr i the istoryof
‘Popular eniestainmen. Not cve Valening' abid s nd swooming
Toulmtcs ad remaicd il s lome,

Bt he sty s nly beaning. No o who b been cuched by
i sl v fogot, and ot smong the ard s s pasing only
buriohed und espencdthe et In e Lt Frtn snd cary
Fifice, Victr sisued some o his T8 i thre-scod s fo whit
ihey comideed » aber e market. Wil e promoton, te
lbums s stcadly if tspectacalaly. Then n 195, again ndged
by Pee,the company cautously ot togeter  long-layng b of
ht ey Considerd the et e, gingely rlesn i 1. e ot
des. A yer e sl were il cimbin, nd  second LP wenk o
e vorks Ty 196 sl hd sorpaed 60,000 coies and wee sl
iding. That prompicd sl o thid abum. By s time Rodgers's
e 35 8 pionet n the feld was cealy reesablbod. and his
inducion it the newly formed County Mosi ll of Fe—the
st e 1 b 50 honored—wesacesion L noter sl of
s, By Augast, 1962, Casnry Musc Hal of Fane (KCA
LPME2531) was n secon place on the CAW chars, s e he
Kid (RCA LPAL 221, s the previous ye, vas il moving.
along n fouh posiion, i 3 eagu ith Ry Chars, Jm Recves,
Mty Robbins. Georye Jones, and Haak Willors. Soch pogelaty
as oing short of pheaomel fo 4 chimer in compeivon with
ihe e word of Nachile. Esch year from 1960 1o 1964 suw the
eleaseof & new Jimmie Rdgersalum, uatl RCA had s s s
Cveryting from e lode—snd thn, i sccod withthe usal Erby
prcice, e company began o reisu e resues, i evr<hanging
Tormats a2d combimutions

‘Duing this time pubhished commertary on the Bloe Yodeler
emained lrpely i the hands of lner nse acks and idolatrus bt
nifomed s oty concerned wihpromting Rodgers it
c for ssnthood 4 proving ha he was becerichcmore amons
“han Elvis Preeyihe Beatle/Bing Crosty o some cber supposed
paragon. Unil ecendy. seriou scholars nd ulral Nistoras rely
gmored i or, on hoe rve occasions when tey degnod 1 ke
notice, mansge 0 SHEh i i pey vays. I The Counry Blus, o
plneeing and theise cloguent stdy, Samuel Crarers enihed
i ony s Ty Rogers, s beakeman ning 1 Nashvile’
Who recorded “dogens of b that e’ besrd i the i (13
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s wrong, of course, When it was time for a end, 1 ws il
witng beginings.

Th iy ive years, cght months, and cghtcen days of Jimnie
Rodgers's e covered  priod of vast socal ad cutural hange—
aratr pebags, han in any other sueh e in our istry. In the
eneriomen workd, i i spaned he s o he phonograph, he
owering of moto picues and rado, e decie and al of lve
entersinmen n the United Sstes. Mot than any thr emeaine,
Rodgers wasactivey nvived i i of  from the ras-roots ve 0
0 big e, nd for & while ¢ secmd that b ws destind 0 b he
sty ntina sperse. Fot, i e fom of 3 ey s and
e Grest Depresion, was agaist i, bot b facd hat doom vith
el s 4nd moving race. Ther s 5 mach nspiation n the
way he Ivd and died 35 n the enduing munic he et
Once Rdger was dead, t i oy ntural that s pesrce i he
nationa consiciousness shoud begi 1o wane. A lethos of “ribute”
Songs helped heep his e ale for i, 1 et among the
Tl and Victor contnued s Rodgers releses troughout 193,
Somtines rshin out o i one monh. Then,afe Dcember hey.
Sopped and nseconds e elssed i al of 1994 The olowing.
year, howerer, Care Rodsers wrote and pivatcly pobiished her
romicized bt cndeaing iography.” My Husband, Jimmie
Rodgers, and with econd s reviing in the general cconomic
upswing, s prviously nveleased mateal began 0 appear gan. a1
ine urging o Pes Southen. Two new recods wer fed n 195,
e n 1936, he in 1957, The at sppeaed in May., 1935, on e
i amveray o is death, Ax te s 1936, he Victorcaiog il
camied twenty-two Roders Gl in thee crignl puing, nd many
thers were being reisaved on the Blubind and Motgomery Ward
lahls theoughout the e Thinies. By 1941 Jimmies [iting in
Vicors caalo had skt ove fecord (snceountbly, i was “Bloe
Yol No. 67Yodelng Couboy’), 2 soon ven tht was deee.
“The coming of the var s some cnerpeiting execuive ot the
achives for a s of “The Sodir's Sweethar” pured with “The
Selr's s, "1 for several yers hat poos may g b sloe the
busde of susaning Whatevr mage of the Bloe Yodeler tht
remaind among e encration o whor i o ley was anly
A dim memory. A decade and mor afce s deah, i secmed tha e
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o e me 1o desth, s ust e fler s, nd tht ws back
hen th ony cars aound were Model T's and Baby Orerands, and
a5 Jimmie ared sigin, people was juping out of thei can 1o
lien, sme s even frgetin o pul he handbvakes, and ey were
o it cach ohe ot e | ever heard 50 many wicks inmy
Kt e | wasscared,an e was  knock on the doe nd e
poice 1 just koew they was o arest i and ke him off 3
T b thre il sone. ut al tey done was, ey jut . “Mr
Rodgers, would you s hod it down some. e ot 3 mes o our
ands ot there.* S e moved away from he window, b b bepe
ighton pickingsnd iging. He was some Jmmie, 1 el you that

i st s him i the spring of 1933, when Jimmie sopped by
e Hess home i hresnan 16 o s way 1 San Anonk aer 3
petomance ear Houson. 1 was then, says Hess, tha b gave
Rodgersthe o songs et hesndon the acettes e pinned the
lyic on the ack of 3 rocking i snd sag them whil Bennie
picked ou the wnes. e abo clims, probably wih some
otiicaon, thetcair h'd give Jimmie vrics o “Trin Whistle
Blues”and T Loncsore Too, ad st b suppied "ot of the
word 0 what o known s imie Rodgen Last Bibe Yodel
At tme s suppoied 1o b amother numbered Blue Yocel
Jimmie scded The wornen make 3 ool outof e o teend of exch
v Arked why he was ot crdied with the suhorhp o these
Songs, e say, | as ot o cvn show thm o e, bt my
it me o W G ko what pubishing o copyighiswer
hose days. When I saw i the lat e, be s, S, Il e it
o0 ke e Aghts (0 thes songs [“Tenpesce Mama Blues” 4nd |
Love Vou Yer', bt of coune they weren' elased.” He cannot

s care sout s e says. "L was rowd o gie thm 0 i, |
Toved im0 och 4 i ave e et il s 0 know he ol
recond my songs My comsrtons with Benne Hess raed more
qesion han ey amwerd, but hre i 0 mystey oot Benni's
Sty o the cmtion in i voice when e tak sbout immic
Rodgers,

S AR
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 Servd for the First Tlme
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd, AT 7 A. M,‘;

n the Schreiner Building Next to the Guadaluped
GET ACQUAINTED WITH THIS WONDER DRI

You'll Be Surprised How Good and Diiferent Orange
Juice Can Be.  Sce It Made On the New

SUNKIST EXTRACTOR
lemember That the Julius Drinks are Made from Fresh Frait
Jrinks to be served are: Orange, Lemon, Lime, Grape Fruit and Ot

DON'T FORGET THE VARIETY

@i o /68 100l AT DRIV
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Bt thse were aicncs of his own ime and place. What o bis
coninoed popularity todsy. i 3 vanly aered wold? Whatof the
Eglioh and Austalian fanclbs, the dele boxed LP in Japan, the
stack of Rodgers 75s i an Eskimo bt i Poin Barow, the Kipsigi
fenlty dance? What of me,and my lielong, bombling, insplcble
Jove for e Rodgers and his musk?

The soure was ninic 10 the man himset. It defes scholarly
mperuivs, caegores, msicology, socal scenc, foaotes, care.
fully hwn st of orgns, amlogs, and iflnces Jimmie Rodgers
rniccnded st snd fore eleets, croved immense cuurl
bamirs, ouchad th lvs of mllons Vho shaed with b noting
mor than hee baic Py

Given the natur of th art 4nd “culus” i this couney, it may
have b caser to reach the Kipsigs han some peopl close (0
home. No e suflered the sifcaion more n Raph Pcr, 1 il
e never quite prvailed aginet i, i i 0 s crdit ht e devcloped
larger sympathics and a e vision. 1 he fouched 0 the bisis,
unwiting and oderwie, of muske profeson and the schosly
establishment a lrge. Henry lssans's cxperence, ecounted s The
Grea American Popuar Singrs, s 3 tling ove, 3l he more
pognant becase Pessants wres sbout Rodges ilh unabached
lfction nd undersaning. and withmre inlligenc than nyone |
ave ead. A profesionl musican raned a Phladelphi's Curis
Insitte, an expert o opers who descrbe himsell 2 “chasicaly
cducsed and Eoropea-orinied” Plssans confeses his carly
contempt fo couny s a1 prbably calld it iy ™) 5.
g “beyond h pale e thn eleshow o chince oo wih
Simmie Rodgersalum changed all that. 1 ook it bore,”he wies,
“put 1 o the umtable and—ss one ays nwadays—fipped!
Here s whiccouny boy singng  lasial wehe b bics Bt
wher & lack blucsman would have b ierpoin 3 i i on
e guiar berween verses, imie Rodgrs was yodeling! And bow he
yodeld! T had besrd pleny of yodelag during o of doty it he
Army and the Foreign Servic inSwizedand, Bavaraand Austra, bt
never ayting quie Tk hs. 1t was et than any yodelin | had
v eard, more melodious, wider n range-a e (et exiending
upvard 10 he E flat sbov igh C—more ccure i pich, more
B e
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around the yards i New Oreans. Shrl aferwad Hess moved (o
cenl Tess, norh of Austin, 1o work for the Santa Fe: Jimmie
followd lon, bosrding with e Hewes and pickin up AHaevee
miad vork he could . Wi Cap Hosvs belp This was
imermienly curing he period fom about 1915 o 1923 Bemnic
reclled Jimmie being gone requently duting 1920 while couring
i, sthough be misemembesed many of the deais snd the
Gircumstnces of thei subsequen marige. hmi came by 0 i
only sporadically in e years, bt i the spring o 1929 (Bennie
hought e year was 1928, bt i ety could no ave been) he was
buck 45 5 rconling star and rising enerainer, booking personal
appesances around the s on what he adrerised s 3 “Costo-
(ot Tour™ Tois was the period thiat B remembere bes, when
Jimmie took the ieen3earid youngstr aound with him 45 he
played te small towns near Chrcsman, the iy haret where the
Heses made theic home Booking  thee n 3 kel town. e
would. s car with prety ocs gis 4nd dve acound e city
Squre, yodeling o the window (o adveris that cvening's o
“Hey. hey. Thi is imnie Rodgens, fulks. and 1l b siging 100
Playing fo you s the heter onight. Tl ‘em “boutme On o
Gccsion Hess emember, “wo of the pretiest women | ever sow
Came g 1 him and offerd 0 4k him for 3 e o town, you
o, show him e sighs s s ht. “Oh, 0, hak you. e
says, T o o, but e got my son b vith me'—ha' me s
Talking abou,see—says. " jst o 0 g0 with you, bt [ can't g0
O ad leave my son. He'susing e, e, o ecp ot of troble ™
Benmie lls o  ime when Rodger arived i some own o fnd ony
a sigle, crudely leerd sgn adverising s pconing spcarce.
“Man, e realygot mad about that sig. He s sqated down e,
looking t i, ome llow came up snd sk i for s v, i
maybe ought ot ol i, bt i it ht gy and nccked i
cearut i h st Then e went ight bck 1 th depot 0 cich the
e s out. Somebody thre asked i i e was going 0 lay
her that night,and S i, "Hel, there s coough money i
i town for e o sing bere

e peformance in Tempie, Texas, Rdgrs ook Bannie back
10 hi hoe 0 ot i tobed 4 caused . ncar calamiy when he
opened th window and st n,plying s g and singing. "Liked
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e ol o refeence t0 Rodgers, Charirsconfsed him with the
Black goiarist o the sume e, fronicaly, one el of imie's
Erovingpopelry in te s and Seveties has becn 0 prodce &
Sortof weay lacksh amid the liques of ok masic crbusasts,
‘Who e 0 recogaia a dismiss i i h same el swoop.? Mach
o thi, one detcts, i because he had e effonery o sing the
s hich, a3 ceryone kaows, is not whit man's music

A seriousatempt o deal elisically and othighiy with Rodgrs
appeared in Goldlat and Shlon's sy Music Siry. I Counry
Misic, USA.: A" Fifo-Fear History now comsdered  sandard
eterence, Bill Maone conely ssessd Rodgers's mpoct o the
eneraimen word, assring s “one would b hard presed 1 nd
S peformer nthe whol 6eld o “pop! music—whether it e AL Jolsn,
Bing Crosy, o Frank Sinata-—ho s exeried a moreprofound and
ecogniabl inlence on ter penerations of emeraners ™ Hink.
‘Srow and EmestTubl put it spciic terms:“He made i possile for
conboy or country singers 1 g employment n rdio saons. He
was responsble for the sl of e gular than ny e man_ He
made e valle of country songs and records o 4 commercial rodct
Rt i then has been recopnized a5 an it purt of the musc
. He ma  posible for hililysoertinrs 0 lay s
and Tt e nertanment places”

" bassforhis populariy was simply Rodgers'sboedsppel 50
many diverse audences and 70 one has wrea of this more
perepiely or cloquetly tha is wie:

Fuiy o dlghed in s s bl The povery
Sticken, gipped by ks nd b it mor han ey cold
. e bt e s 3 ellow who Uk who B ‘e
e Far, oy s on vesers plan, o e Nigh s
tn ors: St dwelers n s lcesAnw s s by o
T o, Rt e snd e i il s s of
Siver . Arny mcdar i, g ced e <ot 100
ik bough by gt Sho ndths swcteats - ven
e “romdie” 1 pooorm 2 by, e knw e,
e ke e angusge o he - Swectears oo
s —stands s ive—ven cop! For ach s £ f e,
o sy, of o o et . i R e
iy o il i sk, s o0, held hrn wih B
iy i el ity
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from the Chrisie Broders Cirus. Noiag hisunsal pogalaiy. o
locl eviewer commented, “Rodgers plays bis own sccompariments.
onguia, and layeas ciranigly b e sings. it stk 0 the
fypeofblucs ongs tathave de i fnos nd that seem o plssc
10 mostpople. Such whimsical umbers 1 1 the Jabose Now.
rakeman's Blucs. snd “Walg for 3
" Oter soie e o hm s e Vicor
econdyodeing phenon” snd observed hat i fourieen months ()
ose from  Joes rairoad brkeman 1o  hesdling vaudevile
pefomer with sn fncome ht rus anyher from S1500 3 weck o
Gy gures™as hough 1,800 8 week was'L iy caough
“Th i through Texas, despie all the hoopl sbout s “Cowst-
(Const Tou,”hd el b laned oy s e s, ot
of working vacationhat wouldgive i sl exposurs 3 ke
he money rolng n 2 he movedcosr 1 is Olahoma opeing wih
RKD. Afe the Lubbock engagemen e reined to Mdsomile,
norhof Houson, where Caie ha been isiing relatives. Togeter
ihey vt th st sown of Kerile i e e Texas Hll
Counry for . i s before. stuing out for Okshoms
Kermile, as Cari had eamed, wis widely known s« 5 cere or
ihe reatment of pumonary diseascs. Sevral private saoius vere
locted ther, 5 well 1 g Veeras Hospial (opulry refered
10 3 “Legion” having b sabluhed rignlly by the Anercan
Legion) devoted exclusivel 1o the car of pains sffcang g
isondrs. Altough e lked sbout . Jmic’s recent <olpie
‘Whic ouing with Paul Englch was very mch on thei minds. AT
Jears of rouming, here was ls  growin hed 0 i somenher o
St down, ow tht A was groving up and immic recded &
tabe b of operaion. The only s where they'd e sayd pt
o ny engh o tme were Medan and Washington: i made
2o bones about i isae for the pto’s capl, with s il
Summers nd ity cod witrs, nd he moggy Missisppi climate
was cqally ard on him. They'd bothiked Ashevlle, b  rined &
1o ther, o0, and he winers coud be hash. The el ocaion
accoding 0 te scecped medial dotine of e day. wonld ave
i ind mild weathr he year sround, and would ¢ high sbone s
level, where the lghter stmosphere supposely made beatbing
casir fo lug patets. Araona 2nd Caloria wer 1 [ away.
Bt Texas might have possbilics. and Kerille was one
Wil the o crowded by ourits and the s of patints t e
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swayed, and gav up His st e n the sbjct s neresting o s
o pelanc coupld with i ohing pternal oncer or young
Since wrilng 1 Dora, he sid, b ha reconsidered und wis
10 161 Tal sty om e fam i st would ke the oy s
i meddicsome ok aun hapy: “S0 80 on and do s you Ik about
L He was adaman o one ot however. “Don't it Jame,”
e declared, eocksing Gl by Jamcssome pans. 0l he
Bl have* The leter ends with o postsript: “KissJames for me.~
T remark the 1 3l he il ave” may ave ecn  comment
on s nancal codion, but o ke it mesnt iyt was
e only paper (and heretore mallable) cumency on hand t the
moment. Aston Rodgerswas ever » prosperou mn, bot e worked
ey, pad is bl ad. fom ll sccouns, good credi, and o
Bt i boys e ke care o, however rndom and apharard
care migh sometimes have been. Moreover, If 4 dollar secms 3
pitance today, one mast remerber ha n ha e 1t was amost
enough 1 buy  boy' it ai o op-qualy oeralls coukd ave
e R fo Bl it moun ">
Whatever Tal's esson fo delying s aber's ondes 0 “come.
. from ou there” e obvousy had no sustained nerest
farming. I Junoy, 1908, he maried Perl Pope. and they so0n
moved o Meridan, where Tal hd aken o . b collector forhe
Divie Credit Cornpary- Early in 1911 Jimie et Pin Spings s,
ostensily o live with Aaon nd dain  bose that Auron ad reted
near the Meridia shops. But, s s, Aaron was acly home, and
T Tl it i ol b of makin the rouns o rlates 45
scquintances, dodging schoc,and laring (e ssons o the st
Durng i tme. one of b maher's younger brohes, Tom
Boan, wis 4 p-and <oning buincsiman in Merkin: anong
S severl enerprses was e city's st "whie coamel” barher.
shop. 3 daazing sip shead of the 0 fuioned zic-fxtred
onsoial parlos of h day. Loctedin the middle of  busting -
ange bounded by downtows, & comgiex of ol and offies, 11
8¢ raloads, Tom Boseman's barbrshop was & natuna cenier of
e socl ctviy & papolar gberng place for he city's el
businesimen, poltians, basbal layes, and travelrs—s wel 5
o policeren, raoadens, and oter working men 1t comsequently
ecime. more o ess & hesdquarirs for thineeyearld Jimmie
Rodgers. “Home" was ofcn 3 daybed in the spasment of Tom
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camentr and brdge-bilder. He It booght Land in Lasdctle
‘Couny, e Pioe Sprngs, and maried o woman, M. Virgia
Shie Robinson, who had hecn widowed by the i and el with two
small daghics. * Theough dit o ok and ard wok,he prspere
by the 1850's his I Poldings in e s were o e ht the
Boreman place was known locally a5 “Siicn Scton.

Eliza wis the second of e chikdren bom 1 Sam and “Jeuie
Boaeman,  fail, rathr somber chid whes seeming eicence and
ety concaied 3 srong i nd cly it Born i 156, s
s two years lder than Aaron Rodgerssimos sevencen when he
Degan o court erin 1884 An exchange of ks n January of he
following year suggeststhe growing menty of theie (end . an
casy Tumiaiy eneath he outwand foms of socil decorim
‘Aamn's ot st i he clgant Spencersn scrip and formal diction
Of e time. 3 mode of ot nd propnr. tenin 1 belc b
Jouh—he was ey fieen—ss well 3+ b bl and spoty
Schooling. Addressing e 35 “Estced Friend,” e asked for b
Pleasure o camyng” (.. escoring) bt to church series trce
ks hence, i ter is . out thers on ht day

Blra's penmanchip and splling sufer by comparon, but ber
teaing eply, 10 e fomally comet el 3 grest dal ot et
Hively charate and he icrcasing fmilarty of e ltionthip. She
replied hat she would “acept your company with plesue” 1o
praching a Suqualena (s nearby community) 12d snt_mock.
Hiveaening word o he halfier Lena Grfs, who. operied 3
millnery shop in Meridin: “Tel Lena i she don't cad y 0 lack
Vil B by yu et e you come, 1 will ssth b blbheaded.*
Abron ha enclosed a e of himalf dhe pimly remaked ht
Wit “very mch eseemed,” coolly sgnng ersel, “Adis, Your
rend, Bz Bozemn.”

e g sltaiom snd cy e son 1 b vy, By
summe, “Miss Bosemn” had become Eiizs, My Desre.”

e wrok St s s i e o
“You may look for me on he 13h ns. Ty youns, Aston”

A month e, on Octber 13, they were mamiedand moved o 3
modes bt comfonabl rame ks on 3 small ot of and which S
Boeman had st sside fo ther  few hudeed yas o his oWt
home. They ived ther oaly temporrly, however, for Aaron wss
Soompromed o foreman of th “exr g, 3 ecbon crew which
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Hearing of Will Roges's prjected towr, Jimmie el hat thei
efons might b combind, and dspic his e of Rogers's sature in
he cnersiment world he sen 3 wie offeng his services” The
Amibasador of Wi promply ceepied, and plans were made 0 ope
ihe tour with 3 gala show n San Anonio on Monday, Jamary 26

“Thee was to'be 3 bl preminary sppearsnce n A, » o
forma cesemony in th S’ capial 0y proper resects, gamer
piblcit. 2né draw the Legisliure’s wtenton to needed relel
messures. Rogers, accompanied by hiscghecn-yaroidson, Wil
I aivd ther on Jnuary 2. anpoucing that e s Yot down
e 1 d something boutuncployment among the - Goverors o
Texas"" Joned by Jmmic, who grinned from ear 10 at in boyish
delgh, the Ramorit joked abou e imagined vaodeile team of
Rogrs and Rodgers, th word's only yodeln rope thowes.” A
wamn friendship was esablihed on the spol.

“The cvent made a lasting impresion on youag Will Rogers, Jr..
hose admision for Americys Bloe Yodelr evcled the urious
ol prejudies of the time 35 wel 52 & keen percepion of
Rodges S ru apeal. L ad all o s records,playing e on 4.0
crank Vicola h sid Lt 1 and my i were “ophiticaies”

nd we consdered mos iy [msic] comball Bt ot
Simnie. To spprecite i was & mark of eligence. 5o whe he
Joined my fthr o his drouth et tour, | hought . perfctmt-
ng. . Dad, of coure, was & grea sdmrr of his >

"I e day hey flew o S Ao, whee thy wre ettt
irpor by  elegatonofprominet ctzns hesded by Jini's 000
rend, Mayor C M. Chambers. As Will Rogers sped oot of he
planc, Hizzoner cxended s hand in grecing. “Welcome, M.
Rogers. 1 am i e
imeesible Rogers, T glad 0 meet you anyuay.

Everyuhere they weni, huge crowds gaherd. There was » rand
recerion that aftermoon  the Crystal Ballrom o he Gunter Hoe.
atendd b loca digntaries, scity s, big brss fom Fort Sam
Houston and Kelly Fed, offcers of the Oid Tl Divers Asscis
on—ust abou cverybody who counied.” rhapsodized Carie
Everyhody cxcept the {0k for whom the bt ws bin stsged
Albough Jimme undentood he nescssty of cuerng 10 igh
socey—thse wre, afer i, the people who wer sposoring the
Tour—he was not exatly pleased wih the excusivenss of the
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vaious samforums, housing ccommodations were scarce. Jimmie
and Carie managed s pivat esidence o Earl Gt Sce,
e dowtonn Kerrile. The focal flk recenved. tem varmly.
Showed them the town, 1 i geeral made i s ove e s
pesonaliy i heie midst. Jimmie was ioduced 10 the are's more
prominen citzems, nclding L. A. Scheiner, un of the town's
Tounder, and was iven a spcil tour of Schviner's privte game.
eseve. AS cary 2 the reviows sumer, when Gene Ausin wis
Showing offhis B Heaven yach, Jm hd taked o budig o
i ome, csensibly in Merdian, and naming i “Blue Yodir's
Pardie  Now. moved by th local ospalty 4 s ondnes for
Texas et dted bck o s s s  wandering lcnage, b decided
tha Kemille was th place 10 setle down. Only & week btr the
Kerrille Mouiain Sun sonounced his decision n bod frontpuge
s “Famous Singer o Make Home in Kerlle Jinmie
Rodgers, Vicor Reconing Arist, Will Buld Here.” Accrting 0the
oeva secoun, “Heacetonh, Kerile will be home. (0 Jimmic
Rodges, fumous Victor recoding srit and known to thousinds of
adio fus throughou the workd a5 the “Be Yodeler - Rodgrs
plans o buld a bome i Wesllnd Hil, 1 <o spprovimstely
520,000 He comidns Kerril the ideal place for et and recrestion
e i sranous tors over the couniy, and he people here e
rong the most hospabi e hs ver et i s exicnsive vl he
e

Rodgerss“sodde s o fame,”sid he MountainSun, “reds ke
& page from Hratio Aler's boks I  day when ediors wee il
woking e rage-0riches ngle for al it was worh, Bil Brnce
sty had o Socnr on the maket, The lengiy sory went n 1o
epeat many of the fales Tmmie had perpeuated, ncuding the
iccoun of how bis singing over WWNC had “brught 3 Vicor
epresenative 0 Aseville, and Rodgers became  senston pacica
Iy overigh The age st which he was oghaned dopped fron the
tandand four yeas 1 two (i was actually ). and sacs of *Skecp
Biby, Slcp” wer reparied 0 b 2,000,000 copies. “Today his il
Incore derved rom oy on Vicorphonogeaph fcords appo-
e SIO0000 . (and] his conictfor e apeoming] vaudevile
oor clls for $1,000 8 week

Abcugh he ol e ot of town ot of e sure g s
pact with RK., Rodgers continsd 1o be 4 hot topic I Kerle
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on baro. Fily yeus e, from one it encounte ith Jimmic
Rodges, Mac Sivers remersbered i disincly. e wis avcry
frendy llow and wouk e ot the park befor show e ad it he
Shade and Nl his giar and Py withus i some practice e
Ve never met a caser-gong el _hewas st relaed. He could
el yocel with e st ffor hve ve e, Thersws something
ot i et was jostdffcrent His sc came o befor ous nd vent
overexceptonally wel, bt was deiely difeen rom the s,
HEd it ad lk Jost ke we'e alking, bt up ther (o0 g, ere
‘s somchin about him hat'd st o thr n. He had such  keable
ipostion ™ From Sievers's account,  ppean that e i ot
layonsae, but simply sang and yodeled o Helton’ secompaniment
on guitar (n the same asion (it he wouldltr recond wih Billy
Burkes 4 Slim Bryan). Said Siver: “This boy Helon] played
‘i forJimmic nd b would put some rus i ther, ke you hear
“Righton Down vough Brminghar, secmed ke they st took
50 casy. They went oer gond, and . eveybody commented on
e ey way tht [Rodgers] cold yodel* Dspite the populry of
e o1, howeve, the Jimmie Rodgers Enertainrs were doomed
o saother diappoinment On Satrday alroon, Juy 2, 3 the
exposion bull owrd s big Fourh of July clima on Monday,
hesvy stom it the sty hail and igh winds dsroyed par of he
grandsand and foreed suspension of sl v for severa days.
Although Richic was e sl 1o cxtend the afse trough Il 7.
e momentum wis gone, and many of the ntrisiner picked up
and e, Accoding 10 Seves, mostof them “barly g0 e .
penses out of i
Back on the tough scuflesgan,the Jmmie Rodgers Enetiney
managed 10 pick up a one-igh sand i Marion, fry e cast of
Adhvile, “We booked 4 hestr e, Claude Gratrecounted, 104
et ther nd played 3 e nd igh sho betmeen s, 1nd
ayed ovemigh there.” The next morming, 5 they were ssing
breskfat, the waivess told them o 3 pocubie o af the foxrious
Nor Fork Mountan Resort sbout fve il from Maio. Thy
v outand Jimmie tlked 1 the manager. “He was a ety good
ke Grant sid. “Thy squabled sroundther nd iy the man
1040 us what he waned, i tht e hd Lot o pris, b partcs,
come down from Asheile and want 1 dnce, you know,and winted
10 kaow i we could play dance music. imie told i, yesh, we
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for e recording i hrough the egion

Whitevr the precisecircumstances, Rodgers hadalredy begun 0
ook for some. means of geting closr 1o New York, whene all
esings fowed. Balimore came 1o mind—he had n ancle tving
ihere, 3 famboyant, black-sheep mermber o the Bosemsn clan 4nd
(Cai's ldst s, Annie, was naryin Washington, D.C. He 1nd
Jack Grant were ot getin song oo well i adion, Jimnie knew
{hat he Norh Fok Job woud evemualy énd. prhaps soone raer
han . A firm coune of ction had ot e crystlzed when,
smost lerally ot o the mountin ky, opporunsy came

Back in June when they st ook 10 te road, he S Roders
Entrners had poold thie resources (mosty thos of the Grant
brthers and Jack Pere) to by a old Ford. [ had brey ot thern
10 Norh Fork,and now Pere decided thit e and Roders would g0
back o Bl s f is e vould el thm gt newer ne. I
Clade Gran's wods, Jack’ daddy was an ol gos okt man, snd
Jack alked i o buying him o, an o 25 Ddge. Sl 4w
000 car, just o years old.” Piere' ftber was  bser ad is
e rin & bosedinghouse on the Vrgina sde of Sse Stct in
Brsto, 2 popular spo with alosdmen and lcal musicians. When
Rodgers and Pirce wen here o spend he sight befre reaning 1
Nonth Fork with thei new cr, they found the lace unasualy comded
with mosicins. A man fom the Vico Talking Machine Company
was i town, hey wer told, sudioning ¢t 1 3 vacan soage
boding right scross the e, The next momin they e ot o
vesigaie and managed o trodce themselvs o the Vieo agn
Ralph Pcr,cxplainin (ht ey were members of 3 sting bad and
wer incrsed n econding. “Bring e whole busch i, Per tld
them. “and 11l Tsen (0 you. No promiss. We'l see "

"Thy drove back t Norh Fork 4 st of lton, ol 0 fndhe
(Gt brthrs somewhat e han cothsistic sbout the s, ek
and | weret sue we hd anyhin (o reord hat peopl e o
hear.”Clade Grant sid. Bt Rodgers fnaly persuadd thr,aroing
it e was about o leve permanciy for Wathingon. D.C.. 1t
they might 1 wel s of i Brisol 4d sk sht st ecording 30
maybe gt i the big money. That,couped wihthe ac ht Claude
S0 i brther wers homesik and e of wandeing arond i he
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could do all ightn that department,and o ity S made s el
Wilhbim 0 fumih us 3 cabin and, | Wik, inty dolls 3 weck s
it he pad 05"

Lesving Rodgen's family back in Ashevlle, the four musicans
moved it two cains s the push resort. There, i addion 10 rom
and board and the ater subsiantal salary (a et in comparson
10 he meager and uncerain dollasthey'd been caming). they were
Biven us ofthe exenive oes facliies: bots, g sable. olf.
counc, and tenis courts. To all appeaances, immie’s healh was
e Gran had o inking that e soffred from therclonis— 14
ey spen much of teir e rding and iking. When they wern't
thruis ocupied duin e oy, hy rhesric—shout (o b .
ay, aconding 0 Grnt. Eachvening ey rovided musi o dners
o  wide verunda e the ope dinig oom. “We'd just it ouside
{ere” Grnt i, “and ply o the upperhour and whe they'd
et through, why. we'd play a e dane music and sing.” Their
feings were ey e same 5 thoe they ' piayed st WWNC:
W' Soey Now?.St. Lois Bluc,” “Downthe River of Golden
Dreams." “Goodbye, Disi, Goodbye, and aler tnes. which were
considerd s and sophisticaed. I adiion o povidin dier
and occasional masic hey s pyed for one or two dncss cach
weck. The Jimmi Rodgers Enenainrs were immedisly poplsr
with the gucsts “Naturaly. some of them woukd come ou (1o the
Verandal" Grant s, "4 want o know wher we was rom and bow
o e was g o be thre. We would play jus oot evrytig,
Squie ancin musie nd obe dance urmbers. When we payed for
e it would be popula msic some couny musc s, We had
2 pety good time."

S0 good, infct,that one wonders why hey wee willng 0 give it
up. s cerily e s steady job ay of th b h fo o,
il was thees for at leastthe emanderof e summer season,
and ey could hardly have waned btier working condiion. Bui
Jimmie Rodgershad st s sighson biggr operatons. He waned 0
make ecordings. for one hing, and hod bn following keads and
‘iing leers 1 rcond compnies fo some time. Th o giants,
Vicor Taling Machine and Bronswick Balk- Collnder, had polly
{ured im o, bt he e tht he'd convicether of s len i he
coud only adiion nprson. He o dubt discussd s ambiions
ilh Chrtc nd Pl Joson dring the Johnson Cyfr, nd ey'd
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cghty.one. 1 read and pondred, and lisened 0 ll of Rodgers's
econts ime and agin, rcors ht  ave b heringsnc e e
and leady Knew every word and ote 4 iflection of 1 gave up
rying 10 expan the abject of my quet 1o forcigners, Yankes,
youthul scshete, and folkorst: bt efore that  had s pessnt
Supriss ke the twentydbree yearid sl from Ohio who,
Quicker han 1 coud eluctany anch ito my bt couney.
musc e, yodeledup the oo “T B Bucs” n s ety |
e desk drawers, e caines, manilacovclopes, nd ndex foldrs
wilh ceve, incisive notes leaned from the whe of Wesiern
Koowiedge, scrbled down in brillan sesiences o desk pds, bk
napking, check subs Kleenex bores, any loos. and pockeisble
ing sufae, even e cuds occsionaly 5t vp long, ST
ights rying to gt them ou, uck then i samenbere, mrtared
nd peseved, shafing e, over 4 over ik o rany tatered,
misshape Taro cards. They ae sl around somevbere, unsed and
iless, i e botom o  cloet o wedged Seind the i cabiet. |
endurd the oo ntured sibesof riends ad collcagcs, a4 msic
professor who inquired, wih eschrous warmih, how | ifended 1o
ot ot illilly singe “qua musiian.” To which | eplied,
Timply sokin 8 soft et ht wouk um sway . O, [ don't
bk amyon ever accusd Jimmie Rodgers o bein 4 musiian” and
hen haed sl for days

Putdown ke his, tall g 1 sound it uhealhy. inged wih
ihe find Whif of Fanticsm. Tre, 1 had my privie sae n i, my
own st demons and fevers, my own habored o bt it was
Curosity a5 moch as absesion that ket e g0, 3 imple wish 0
Clear he mocdle of myh and rumr, the leasures of esarch, pure
podanry. 4 worst f sl ust he ol Purian e 0 went on ver &
peiod of yeas, it and mise, and i between |tk owt e garbage
i went o s Willie Nelon and vetched e pint ee f the back
fence. Surely il bt the most craed and vorscious bogrphens
somtimesgrow red f e sbject,and there wee days when 11l
engorged. ke 3 ftivered gooe, and was griefl for dversion

B sty | suffred i gy, sometmes csacally, becase |
Kaew ha out of all the sty ecords and hours of merviews and
crry endiss noeseribliog 1 woul Tl be 4l o il some
iy, renchan conclusion and at st sxplain, 1 only o e, he
Erad phenomenon that was immie Rodgers.
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mountin, convinced ther 1o go. Th Jimmie Rdgers Encrainers
e ot and kf e nex moming for Asheile 0 pik op Caric:
nd Ani

Rodgerss instan mobilty never ceased 1o amaze Claode Grant,
“Thi e howse they hd (i Adheil] s ave bt frished,”
e sid, "ecaic when we g0 back, he e inand told s wite e
was coming o Britol, and they put everythin ey hd n s
A hey brought with "em was clohes. Took shou e miouis,
and e wee on ur way. "

"To Care it ha alth makings of antbe ofJimmi's ik 1nd
impulive schemes, bt he misgivings wee silenced by his jaunty
antyis fthe sgnifcice ofbing recorsed vy 3 man amed e o
e Victor Company.“A vitor s winaer, s b And et s he
10p of the heap.” It v an suspicios begianing. Fo once, b wis
ighiin far more ways han he ke

i s kb i S i o e R A e
i s .t B e e ok Bt
iorn i coer Ny 4 w1 ke i i e
e e ke ) ol s e
v e By e gy st Aol s
o = 155 oo of o P 5 5 v ¢

Lo e, o i o . At Do s Lot 51
Gy ot i et o LA 23 s 7
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Johnson ecogiced the prsig valu of igh At inermsof s and
aivering. Whie Victors nital sicess was largely doe 1o hs
nventions nd improvemcns on the phonograph—the ping masor
and goveror, he braking deice, and especilly the apeed.
Swinljited one arm which permited te ho 10 be enlosed—
oo shewdl et sbot t compie & cstsog of recorings second
o non. e sgned sxclsive conicts wih such minenes (1nd
ovichod wrds) 3 John Philp Souss nd Enrico Canso,and then
Prometed is superio producs withthe most lborte 1 cxpensive
Siverting campaign e indusiey hd ye seen. Niger the Terir
Tstening 1o “His Maste's Voiee” qicly became one of the st
recogmized radmirks i the word, and, ke te Vieor ecod abel
sl the dog endurd 3 & fanilar symbol herised by generations
of Amcricas, “Johncon s delrmined 1ot his company o 41
America insitton, 1 ke th Victor pr-eminent smon phond
raphs 5 he Scinway was pre-cminen mong ians,”wres Round
Gelt i i e Nty of he phonogrph The hesrt of his
matr pian had b Victor's Rad Seal senes of grnd opers and
clasical music econdings. “Caruo, the reaest €0 of modem
imes, make ecord nly fo Vitr” pocamed an cary aihertic-
ment. “Readin i, ays Glat,“how could 3 prospecive customer
ot the corolary tht the Vieor was e greatst. musical
inumentin thewokd " The oganization rew by eaps and bourds
ino the “Teens ad hrough the war yars: e nd f 919 Victor's
s oald $37.860. 604, an nreae of moe han 700 percent snce
1909, The home ofce in Camcen hd grown 0 . complex. of
Duidings spawied ovee Sces of ground lon the s bnk o he
Delavare River st sroes rom Philadelphs, and the company st
manained extensive offies and sdios n New Yok

Wi pidhng el i s classicn g, Victr 6 ot eglect
e asies of the asss. As Gl rearks, -then a5 how the btk of
recond sl were conined 10 cphemerl, poplar masic.” One may
well queston Gla's sese of what s and wht does, bt he
admited hat the large sl of Victor's Red Seal Records were due s
much o their “redoent sach appeal” s o whiever sesthtc
Stsfaction thy provided. Inany cvent, Vico's popla s were
ot 50 widely promoted—for of cous they il he 10 be. The
Company'soprstions i that s, cpecally from s besioningsun
ot 1920, have one argely uncxamined by culural servers 400
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Mr. Victor and Mr, Peer

While there migh be sverl semes in which Ralph Per coud be
consderd e tp of the heap,” it wa clea that the ~Vicior” in
Victo Taling Machine mesnt ianer. i Rodges coukd hrdly
have Koown 1, bt hat was e peecise mening Which founder
Eldndge R, Johnson had in mind when be mamed the fedping
company back in 19011 A quartercentry lstr the Vicor Taling
Nichine Company wis ot oy the undispued champion of the
honogaph indusiry. bt sk n s o et 1 vesors, e of
e most sl cneprises i the istoryof e <apialm. By
e end of the f ¢ of opraion, the $5.000 with which Johsson
od Toundd th company hid camed & et proft o SI8D.000, and
venyyeas Lt Vitor had amased st o lmost 40 000,00,
Wil 4 s srpls of over 90000002 Between 1915 and 1925
evey sl dividend had becn at Iesst 50 percent o the par valoe,
i in 1922 4 600 percent stock dividend was declr, making
mlloiesofseersl dozn company excctivs and sockhoder.”

Victor's fnncil sucees ervd agely from s superioity in
scsthtc 35 well s tchnica areas. Johmon,  Camden, New Jecy
machiist, had goten into the busines when he perected o
Sprin divn motr fo Ele Becline's new ki “gramophione”
in 1896, Primary inrescd in making and scling phovogrphs.
Johmon card tle for the peforming s ad ven e fo what 5
own i the modern ecording indusry 3 “arists and eperoe.”
Records were only somthing hat hd 0 be bothered it n orer 1o
e e phonograph s f re.* But aty i his binesscarer,
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socialNisoians. Howevr, the very st Vito caslog (190l
in adiion 0 slectons by Sous's Band, “Mr_ Quinn, conic sones
and "M Chas. P, Lowe, sylophone slos"—iem Gbviowly
diected at a mass aience hadly mor sopisticatd han those who
bought the “coon songa," marches, and rbe-comedy routines tht
e sapls wih Eion ad lser competion. A yea e Victor
was ecoding “Uncie Josi (Ca Stewar, peshaps he st popuae
monclogit n recording hisory. The inimiale Sir Hary Lades was
Sdded 10 the st n 1909, 4nd Veron nd len Castle diected the
econing. of dance s for Vito in the years immediely
preceding Wodd War |

“The coment ofpopuls econdings vred e i the st decades of
he commercial phoograph indusy. Recordings made before 1902
e genrally consiered cuabola, and despe he many pasing
adsand fancies thtfolloed, from it dtics and marches o the
lking monclg, ragtime, one-stps 4nd te aw beginings of rz
ihere was scaely any chang of mnowation exn though the Gt
War, il of . of more tha pusing firs oy In the 1920
Victor csslog—a the ot f» decade 1t vould brg cicaly e
form 3 dimensions © poplas crertanmen e sted only g
een Jaz2 Band Records” mosy by such sk commerialiesa the
Orginl Dixilad Jaze Band and Fulrs Jazs Band. Al for s
consumpion were doens of s by popla actos and comcians
ke Al Joson, Byron Harln, Van snd Schenck, Bily Morry. Ads
Jones, and Elie I eriable horde f pop s by Joseph C.
Smis Orchestra, which prformed,in efect h desof 3 s
bandfor h Victor rganizatin. Conany 0 he s of ose who
ik Jimmie Rodgers inveoted he yode, the 1920 caalog lised
seventn “Yodel Songs"—inclding 3 version of “Slep, Bay,
Sheep." AL group of e we cegond 5“0l Tume Bllads”
(cronsindexca wihStphen C_Foser 1, bt “Folk Song.” a faras
Victor s concenet, ere those from fosgn coutris. “Hilbly”
ofcours had oty b nvened; the ' begnigs were st
e yeus away, when Ralh Pecr, wihthe asssance of 4 group of
musicians from G, Vigii, would name the bad ht naed he
music.™ Vermon Dalhan, detined (0 record “the st millon el
il econd” in 1924, was esturd n e 1920 Vicorcatlog 358
“lght opers tenor,” with such s 3 ' m Watin for Yoo, Liza
Jane” nd “Rock.a-Bye Yoor Baby with a Divi Melody.” watered
down, cued vstiges of the waning coonsong trdion -
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s song* That same day Rodgers ecrdod wo more rmbers, o
convenionsl lov I eniled - Sory We Met” 4ad “High
Povered Mama,” which ranks among he bst of bis hard rving.
Towdown blues s

“Thee ssson, ogether ith nmbersaleady on hand, provided
‘Vicor it only cnough Rodgers matrlfor e company's vt vt
or e ol relases. The rconlag commiti wanied more, bt
Jimmc had used o everyting he had ready. There were oblgaory
rumblings of dsconint from the commitc, b, asured by bob
Rodgers and Pce hat by midsommer heyd hve mateal o anoter
sssion, the company esdily enewed ' conysct. Mesnarile.
Poce had bis ey on ober promising show busacs developrents
Wit th econdin sesionsnow out of e way. b and i wred
heie ull stemion to more mmedite mater

I el sty 3 vogue hd log exised for so<alled shont
sbjects . or e minue avelogs, comedie, ewtels, nd,
it th comingof sound, musica cts. Alosta ot fom ey
he "Short” had evlved o lrge degree ot o vaudeville. As e
varity cnerainment n the testers delined, shor Sbjcs grew in
popalriy a  relocement for e vaude bil s smalr cies. The
ke boom was creaig an eprecedenied demand for i of al
Kinds, 2nd iy producion unts wre concntaiag excusiely on
bors, opeain thei studios and lbs around the clock. The cruze
for sound (NI Taking! Al Sining!) made he major phomograph
companies logieal sorces for lent, a5 el a for stdio facilics.
When Warner Brohers inoduced s Visphoe sstm bck n 1927
e il company hd spprosched Vicor wth plans o sign e s
rconding sars T talking shos; auding langile came of the
scusion, and the conracts evenmally expred. In caly 1929,
Columbin, then sruling o bl el 4 o independen,
ancounce b plans fo  teop with Vit in wich it would prodce
a0 xtesive e of shorts, sing Victo e ad sound facilies
“Under the sy Cotmbia wil ave 3¢ s isosa the o,
fully.cqupped socio o Vitor 1 Camden, N epored. A1
board, . wil b in 3 positen 0 draw for e from the wide
el in which Vicor is representd, from opers sas down 10
Vil

As e of Vicor'stopartsts and a roven scees i vaovile,
Rodgers was  oaaral chie for such  projc. e ot o e 3
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cass. Now Roosevel's farm bil snd the csbihment of &
govermen agncy o insure bank deposiswer caparing hedines,
leaving Tl spce 1o mark the demise of 4 e, twherelar x.
brakeman e singee. Even in San Antonio, in the rea where
e ived or mos of is professonal e he sy an “iside,”on
page 2 0 was  long and sympathetc sccoun, Nowever, plmicly
otin tha "t he hght o i fame 3 few ears g, (] wt o o
e foemost otrsiner in he Untd Ssen. o s hisdeth
o May 26, KMAC broadcat s regular progrmof“Jimmie Rogers
Recorde st usal, but by the following ek h ine in e g o tht
time sl had been st o read imply “Records”

“The trade papers ave his pasing scant atcation, In illourd,
‘he i e had appeared 50 o oer the years, here s aly &
b, mperonal noce in “The Finl Curtia” the paper’s apha
bezed Ik of show basiness obits. Varey, which hd prscically
{gnored i i is heyday, was acally mor enerous, but bt s
e shviouly culled from the meropalan ppen

Only in Merdian and Kernille i Rodsens make he front
page—and i towns e sz, ofcourse, almost eveyting made the
front page Al day Monday, May 29, his by sy in st in the
Scouih Rie Cathdral whie s of mourners fled throsgh. AL four
o'lock that afteroon, accompanied by 2 esco from the Hamasa
Tempe Shie, Scotis it Masons,and Knights of Pyhias Lodge,
hewas moved o e sl Methodih Chutch o s sevices 1nd
hen aken o neary Oak Grove Cemetry inque e Boni, (b
i beside i aby daghie, Jue, on gl Anoll oking scross
ihe pin-dhaded il *

Outin Wewoks, Oklahoma, Scla Kely leamed of s death nly
st vening, In e small Bowse o Semiole Avene sh st hrough
e night, laying B reconds over and ovr. It was ot t l ke e
1o do sormetin ke ha,” she s “Bot | was aflly upst. 1
Secmed like he was hers i the rom,

Norss

1 e i iy 3,105, 0
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fonly) when he was plaing is o guiar. So | considered i was an
experimnt that G’ wok ou

"As e 3 Pcr was concerned, the it was argely Jimmic's,
becaise “lhe et was pericct” The consents of oters,
owever, 1 tht it was teible—s0 ocrdibly comy tha “Deser
Bloc, for cxampie, derves  certain oty and compelingcharm
from e very ac of s atrociousnes. Bt bad s 5, “Desr Blues”
s fur from the worst song Rodgers ever recoded. The s are
Cachy, o s, and e elvrs ther with ol serve, His
. el one st that b had a et ke he esor o e
band and decded e could make it te matrl

T sane ccompaniment, somevhat esaned. provided back.
ing for “Any OW Ture,” probably Jimmi's perona fvorite of s
he songs he econed. Held off ot he s chors by Rodgerv's
ttong sologutar, the band then oined in 10 hamp and whack slong
Wil him o e . n & performance e, 0 b gencrous, can be
alled suitable. AL botom, 1 1 merely archic—dted, n the wont
Sase—and peshaps much of s i e e nstumenttion, bl
the iclusion of 3 tba. The son el deservd Rodgers'safecton.
“Acy OW Time” has held up well over the years, findin recptve
audicnces and loving raiment in e hands of e arsts. Maia
Noldaur's 1974 rendion. lingly moder and 3 th same time
Thoroughly il o the g, atsts o the song's melessppel.

Whatevr may be the ulimaic judgment of hese two mumhers.
Peer's s et st a“variegated ecompuaiment vas fr fom
inwincs thathd Jod i 10 Bl t sears efre, 4 i providd
cloar evidence tht bis vt ol 25 5 “folksong collector” snd
el documentarian of te st rak” was agely ncdena. To
i crdi, b quikly saw the folly of contining that paricolr
expeiment, athogh e, moe succesol fforts would ollow. The
orchesa was dismissd, ad Rodgersrtuned 1o he case of i own
vk and he comfon of aking whatever “beres” he plessd.

Back i the sudio two days latr, i recorded 4 A Bloe
Yol intuduce by on of those cngaging, breakavay guar s
i were 1o bcome s rademark. it awkwardly led on the
econding logs At Ko Blackheaded Worman Can Mk  Fo vt
M. the son ok ht il rom te cch e of  vagrat s
in he lack tadion; i ventaly bcame cnsconced i anoher of
s scholry follsong collections, ieatifed 3 “clery 3 Nepro
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iter, and whenever b et comded e smply et ad watd orthe
omesic seas 0 cam. For et pa, Caic'sdevrion o he hsband
was e cnough. Bu, more important, s M. Jimmic Rodgrs
She oy e of s andprominece htexccoded snytin se'd
reimed of, and she had no mienton of ging vp the marmige.
ol s i somecimes was. Despe s cceasionl wayard
s, hee were compensatons.

"I iher of s s something we Jongod o poscs, we bought
tvihou  second thought,” Carrie wroe.* The ey rolled
in—S100.000  year from recod royalis alon, sccondi 10 the
publicy lrbs. But i ol ot again st 5 quicly. Ml il
Coninud 10 mount, and the expens of mainaning Blo Yodelr's
Purdie, slong wih severl ot sues i he same e, was &
Consdesble sran. As ahvays. immie remined encroo o  ful
Wil cveryone, constanty giving money away o oaing i wihout
Scurty (uhich mounted o the same thin) o anyone who needed
o who could make i appar 50 He was forever vesing nsome
ighly toied but ulimately doomed bsiness scheme. Usaally these
i wers elted 10 thow buiness nsome way: b put moncy o &
Sholived gfar making enerpris, and no sverl e shows ht
e One of his mor curiou vemures nvolvedthe purchise ofan
Orage s anchis for Keerille. Tis, i rmed ou, was rglya
sinecrefor another ofhis er-do-well Fiends . Lo, lsed oy &
short whie. He was preanialy apealing o Pc o advancesagust
oyalies—1 hve sked Glmore Peer's swsisan, Bob Girore] 0
et 3 grand come through on the 150" he'd wrten after euming
o Hollywood. (Pee esdily admited, however, tha 1 never ot
anytbing on Jimmie Rodgers” That, for im, was 3 e cse of
Puting It Midly ) At est, s Care sl it may b sk f us
hatwe Keptcah incirulstion-—much f f--in Texas sl hrovgh the
(Grest Depresion.™ Fre spending w iy endemic in et sc
ik, amon he landed genry. health spa propricors, el estc
promtens, and.doctors who compried. e core of Keenile's
Popaltion, ad the ffscts of the aion's cconomic catasrogh were 3
o ime in esching the weakhy T esort town. Aste il
yea o the Depresion drew 103 close, the Kerrile Mounain Sun
sered et Tk of Hard Ties s  Myoh" reporing local
Chrisimas sl p subsantly over 1929

Sochow, despie the social Whil, Jimmic's healh improved
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Ralph e, the man who though chance and scuty Tad made
Rodgers's cueer possble, was 13 Cannden, stendig 1o busnes
Reached by e, be i i 0 bavetold Casto 1 kep the ews of
Jimmi'sdewh et untl e coud concude the e conrct with
Vicor, calling fo increased oyalie on risoes snd consinin o
e ARG e company o dopeing f any R

A or the public, hey might mour the Blue Yodelc bty when
word of s pasin nlly wentoulacros h land, bt b, e
momentous v lled the s hose days. I the East, where he'd
s, tincs d povic domiasted the hedines. Almost dy he
e Prsident announced major sieps o evive the cconomy: hat weck
e moved o epel the old sandar, 44 stock prces shot 9 10
thee highst vl in more than two years. Wall Szt and the New
Fork Times folloed cloely the Sent’s investgation of .. Mrgan
&Co. or aleged shemaigans i otrnationa nancing. whie
Aoericansofmore modes means—hose i breadlies. o exsnpl—
may hav aken wry fnrest i e s that Mabat Gandht s
g amothr Tengihy fs i prots ganst B plicies i
T Ipanes were seding dows n Manchris sod hrstening [0 ke
over Ot 38 well Cloer home, 1,200 Amercan clegymen
signed  protest against sometin clld i’ in Genany. I
Mashatan, Duke Elgion’s Coion Clab Review of 1953 moved
from Harem and into the big e t the Capiol Thstr, out fn
Chicago the Warld's Fueopend. Line wondeehat, nhe ity where:
hedied, ewsof the pssingof i Rodges, s sinrof iy
song.” wa elgaid 0 fe ine o type i the Dck pags of th
Times and the Herald Tribune.” All s e Jimmie Rodgers had
fretedove il rimers and rpores who mispelid i mame; i s
o arigraph obiary on pase 13, e Times commted the err
ce, 4 efered 10K a8 radio singer.” That descripion vas o
ien of th tmes. Nobody lisend 10 honogrsph recorcs nymore,
a1 & “raio singr” who never sared on New York's WEAF or any
e necworks oukd by xpet s atention rom s el
Copyeditor o the Times it sk,

i lessr metropoliss e Memphis ad Dlls the resction was
mach th same. Ther, insend of overnment axd high ance, i
sundad foncpage fae fad lways been sx and vilene—rpes.
Kidmppings, ynchings, plne crashes, and the e sondid dworee
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operted dependenty of cach e Pecr and S met s
Chuls 1. Freeman, boking agen fo R0’ Inrstae T, 10
work oot th detils of  surumer tou of Interate's hoses in the
‘South and Sothwest o reparied saary of 1000 3 week

Facing several weeks " lbery” i the RO opning, Jimmie
havid oot the ad mats and handbills fo he ~Coslo-Cost Tour”
Be'd b in Washingon the prvious fll. Booking engagencrts
wherever he mightfind them, e headed west, bamstoming 1is way
tovard Texas and then t Okhoms, where the RK.0 tour s 10
open in May.

A few blocksoff Nashvil’s Music Row, and severa ight yes
sy, 1 found the offce of Showay Prducton, querred in the
cramped, cltered fon oom of an ol bick bungalow. A walk
panid i anbow colors ed 10 the door, and ot n the yard was
Srange s covered with the atered remmnts o fke dolsr il
Houss up and down the st hd signs ou fon pocining he
occupancy of reconingstdio, music publisers, ages, ad sundry
elted cotag industris, the swarning e 4 tht eed on he
bony frings of Nashil's lrgst cotepse.

Prsidetof Showay Productions . s Beie Hess.He s aho
it poducer, chiel engicer. head f promotion, 4 s rcording
anist. The iher exccutiv posiion is beld oy Doty Coln, whos
seneral manger snd presidet o the Benie Hess Fan Cloh. Sh s o
s Benaie Hess. Unal rcently, Bennie sared anistic honors with
i Son Tro, who began mking recods at theage of tree and was
il for yers by his fchr 34 “The Word's Younges Recording
Str.™ The Tzzy sheu i ron, i frn o, was i f cse pob-
Tk fo one of Troy' cary ecords clled “The Money Tre.” for
ich thy had high hopes. Bemnie spet 3 1o of tme nd cath
promosing Litle Troy Hess. I he sccomplsbed e cle he ks
managed 1 get e tyke phcographed with practcallycvery bi sar
own,and s the picures 1o prove . e f the it hings 3 visor
1o Showay Productions gts o do is tm though Toy Hess's
scrapbook, al ght of them, and adir Litle Troy in s whitc b
and cowboy i, geting Kssd by Dolly Paron o cumugsed by
Buck Owens. Some people around Nushile though Bennic was
exploting the youngaer, but when Counry Msic ssid 30 i prin,
Benmic prompiy sud the magazine fo scveral million dollars. He
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seing tht be was signed and aangemens for prodcton nted,
with sctul Bling scheduld o e in e yeat o Vicor's Camen
studis. As Rodgers's publier, Peer would of course recive the
Sandurd “mechancal” royaltis from e flm, and I tems of
explation i v 3 rre Spporunty for immie o gain atons
Cxposure in the hotest medium of all.

Poc s tamed his atetion sgan o ratonsl vasdeile, where
rened aciviypromiced another subtatial oskin o i odelng

ey s ket saying, ol the Depression aived ks than &
ye tr The rade magazines, whisting st the gravyand s waal,
‘were pocliming " new e "VAUDE. COMING BACK ALL OVER
(CoUNTRYI" Financial Suvey of Amsement Idusty Pedicts Bight
Outok for e Long Term™

‘Amid b happy bot. prematre cris of resuection, the Radio

Corporaion of America, Victor's prent company, ook contoll
ntret of th Ko Alee Orphei Crct, e of he counry's
st amd arest vasdeil chaim. Actsly 3 conglomere of
severa rgional “whels” K-A0 wned and booked the Moter
(Chuch o Vaudeville, New York'sPlae These,he fm tced s
oiins bck 0 ponce showmen Beamin FranklinKeithand Edward
F. Albe, and 1o the oncegrand Orpheum Cirut which had
domined the West t the um of the century* Reconstived 55
RO (Rado-Keih Orpheuy, i carly 1929 the oganizaion st ot
1o breshe pew Tt in vaudevile by restoing e condence of
pertormers nd adieces sk, lsaing U s hstrs, putin 31 ¢0d
10 shoddy pracies in the boking ffices, aracing new acs, 100
ruming e Garshlealer o i reshcombinatons. Along wihhe
siing of e Tiaic, Wik Fourcen P, snd e ber, 1t i
one of the Grat Exerises n Fulty, noble and courageous but
il wrongheadd. doomed by srester and o comple evnts
{han any of 5t axd well meaning excutves coud have foeseen
o coped wih.

Bl meanwhile (b upbeat mood was infecions, and Peee [l that
condiions wee ripe for bocking another headine toue fo i rising
s The nw alignment of  major vaevill circui it he RCA
corporste suctur o doub mproved i chances, o a st opened 3
e door, ahough the two subsidiaric, RK-O and Vicwe, were
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Yodeler's Paradise was complted, Jimmie had b hee barly
Bt e time, and ven now, despite the acelraing rogess of s
iscase, he was never home fo very long. Thre were g tips
with his Keanille cronics and fequent excursions 10 the Mexcan
bordertowns with Houston usinessna Exl Moore, who e seved
a5 ancer of Jimmie's busines maagers and with Wil Horitz, o
Bimboya Texs eneepeneur and testerowner. Horwit's businss
meres icluded he Merican rdio ston XED n Reynons: he
enied Jimmie's service o naugurat he satin's st rosdcast
and hy fequently reumed, i hgh spiis, 1 conriwte 10 XED's
proamming—hich was rormally chotc anyway—wih 3 bt of
Inprompts yodeling and singing.*

Rodges's dusgher Ania emebered one of he fther's excur
sions M Lake, suth of Kerille, wih i god frcod Sy
Bleins. Bivins was 1 ll, genial San Antonia with  crer i
enfrcment, srving o tht time s Bexar Couny's chie probation
offcr. Dady and Sunny had been v e t the ke, aing 1nd
Rooruwing. " Anis -Which mesnsof coue ey wete ving 8
e drink, 00" On the way home Jimmie's yllo Ford oudstr.
jumped 3 ich, wraching Jimmic' back and Joosering sevral of
Blevinws tocth. “Somehow ey managed 1o get hame.” A .
“and you should have heard al the camying on. Daddy was on e
couch, yelling ‘O, my back, my bck."and M. Blevins was i the
Kichen sptingbiod n the i, nd il ey wer oking snd cuting
up ke v fool. When Mama s M. Blvin siting in the sk,
Sh ot md and bl i o, s, Why Sunay. 1 Ko you'r
pun. but how dae you it my k! She shooed i ot of he
Kichen, sl blsding, bt tht 't sem o ot 3 dt i the way
they e camying on. Fnally the doctor came and ey g Doddy
upsties, wih e st lon te way of course,and made i35
comforai s heycoul. And 1 be dared i thedocordid' come
back i 4 houror 5, with ot f shepic rin o i oce. He s,
“You know, T was having 50 muchfum over e, and 1 now immie's
sona e sl ight, 50 hough s drop bk, msybe ave anoter
ik and lk some. more.” And those ool st p Ral he igh,
Daddy nd Sunny b i pin bt auhin and joking sl he e,

One of Jimmic's cosst companions during hs time was 3
Kemile neighvor, e e dalr John Fuman, whos son Dick
occuioally raveld with hem on Juns aound the county. The
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sage-work roted n an carhyrality, sentmentalt hat s pevente.
lest 1 expresion of genuie cmaion, e bluesy sdnss that grons
Tightheaned i s endering. By Whaevermeasur, “Missipi Dea
Blues” rsks with the best of Rodgen's wrk, and ter s n even
rester (I perhaps meodramati) esson fo wishin i ere his il
ot o the Iy shet he s i, “hold o " Bt sgsin, he
"mate numbers st b heeded. “Last” mean merely et on. st
e nd." The rdes in whichhe spproched his mteral n the tadio
never mateed mach o Jimmie, psing 3 b did fom th best o the
worst and back sgain. It would e reaching 10 fr 0 wppose tht
o, ony becase b Knew the nd s ner,he woulddebersily
Concer Himsel with vhat sumber woud b “ast.”sny more i b
would b responsibl. s some waned to elce, o such s clarly
morbid and theaticl e a S Rodgers Lst Bl Yodel” For
A1 the heighiened s hat ocesson may o b, thre was
precious il sl <omaious drama i thove fnl desperstc houry a1
The micophone—be was far 100 ick and benumbed for that. To
atmpt o fnd some delbrae pten o ftat 1 th ader i which
et song wer econded 1 fored thtthe genle bt disptations
1 of isography was et o lower. As a4 thoe n the ecording
business were concered, al tat matcrd was what s from he
stamping machines. ncest in sequenc ofrcondin, ke unbers,
Vit 3nd even the et of he ccompanyin s wak
iconsequenti, if ot complily i

A h day wor o, il beganto e, Afe thee sght bours
i th st hat iermoon, e ws forced o st o the ot that had
e et up i the. ehearsal hll. When he el stong crough o
continse, Calfand Colchiojind hir o ~Somewbere Down elow
e Diton Line."a pleasant bt wmgialy proghetc (e in which
Jimmic s goodbye o the cy Northlnd 1 ancpees e ourey
ok o his elovd South, “whers varm, war breees b 1 At
4145 they'd don e cstomary twa ket (0 everyone's slfaction,
and e musicians were dismised. i fsted 3 few s o i
<ot again, and thn came back o te s slon 0 do one more s,
& b fecle and syt convicl diy by Hescher and Kicin
“Years Ago" did ot provide an speially disinguished end o the
Bloc Yodelrsrcontng carer, bt aproprsey oough. e did it
e, o s e'd bgun, adwhen - ver e wa o is et
nd sl 1 valk o th waiing cah
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“The o pofesionals who wrke for Jimmie gencrly served i
bt than P’ Tin Pan Aly hacks, o scady tges ike Lou
Herscher, s Phiacephi tanesmith who was responsbl, o vih
Pecr's son plgger, Saul Klen, for T Fee fro the Chsi G
Now and “Vears A" Hercher was lo caled n 1 doctor“0ld
Love Letes™ by Dwight Buche, the young Temessan who was
being toued by Pec and Vit 35 Rodger’s posuble sucesr

Al ew diys on Cape Cod, Jimmi eturnd to New Yorksnd
i Peer'soffic 10 chedal the il forsids. However, Pce was
i Camden, where (smon cthe matir) e s negotstin 3 e
conrctfor Rodgers. o Gillmoe mde the aangements n Peer's
e, sheduling i time for the aternaon of Wednesday. May
24 He s suggestedtht ey i 3 musican o two (0 sccompany
Smmie and spare him o much xcrtion a possible. Two oldhanc,
Jobn Call and Tony Calichi, were summoned. Boh had “obbed
around” i rconding sudios for yeas. between thers they had
econded with erally undreds o st ood, bad, a0 i
ranging fom Ben Selvin's Novely Orchests and By’ Lucky
Seven o Bix Beidertecke, Red Nichols, and he Derseybrodhers. Cl
had even worked with Vernon Dalart n i eyday.

"Call and Colchio met with Jimmie n 4 rehessal hall hatmoing
10 80 over the maerial. A ot wa et up e, tha Rodgers covld
e fom e o e, but o sual e st with any special
tenion When  came e o record, he nied on sading efore
the mike s if cverything were noml.

One of the mare sppeling egends suoundin tis sson,a sty
blandl perpesatd by Duight Buther, s  thit"Old Love Lt
s he st ong immie Rodgers ecorded. T b sure, it he bt of
e ove ballads that he i, 4 rich 4nd clegant melody hauningly
acentd by Cal's el uia. Jimmie' heanel redition i ouched
Wit jostcnough s and brely concesid physical snguish o ke
it an sppropite memento mori fo those Who sek some. morbid,
e sgnicance n  dying man's st words. Moch 3 ve might
ket beleve thathe rade s profssionl et on it ot howere,
1he masicr umbers ittt "O1d Lov Letrs” wis s he 1
bt the s of four sides 1o b ecorded tht day.

“Th song hich folloned, “Missipp Delia Bives” might have
been an cven more fiting e, combining 25 it docs o many.
clments s 1o he phenomenon tha was e Rodgers— sk
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Rodges, ltbough n ncesingly valable st was sl nly one
oo in & busy stble. AL this ol b wassomewat ncideil o
Per' rand dsgn (ever gt achieved)of eaking o whal was
hen the popula s feld. I was svays tying o 8t sy rom
he hillil.” Pee said, “and o the egitimate masic pobis
k. What was doing was 0 ake e profits out ofthe iy
and e usiness nd spend that maney iying o gt cstablshd s o
Pop publiser.” Toward thisend, nea he cloe of 1928 P had
Sersd 0 tanses conrolof the rative Sothern Msic Publicing
Conpany to Victor, in 4 arangement wherchy he was to retain
contol o the copyrighs. wilhthe sipultion that Vicor i (0
‘Southen Music ll materia “f popolag ature tht might e rcorded”
by the company, regadis of e Per' oo with whathe
hought of s popalar misic elp on 10 undentand many o the
curious trms 4nd wists in e Rodges's econding carcer and
expin the more extreme combinatons of muicans thal were pt
{ogeter with i in he studio Al s, of course, could ot hive.
happencd had Rdgers e ot been willing ad ke sccomplice
Pecr had cncouraged “variegated ccompaniments” all slong. bt
1 occasionlly hd he had moch o do wih slectingthe muscians
ey paricipting i e ccesary smangements, eheancls, o
epertine whenever Jimmi ecordd wih sccompaniment, Hoveve,
oy e ime of the Februsey, 1929, sesions Pocr hd detectod iomi's
own sspirations o atracing  broad and diverse adience beyond he
imitatons of “odime” oe “hilbil." o be epped i it plas o
prodcing alf  dozensides tht e et would work 10 their mutal
dvunage. Pee plaaned 1 capillze on Jimmic'seclectc syl and
populrappal, Backin him with wht Rodgers would trefr 35
o ook As Pe rcaled, | brought i o New York the
st tme b ever recorded with 3 professional rchesr. | induced
Vicor 1 get 1 18.man combinsion [Pce characeristialy hovght
i there were actully only ix msiciae. 0 i cot o of money (0
B these aranements made and Victo v stewing ot K, bt |
foreed i hough.” e was quice 1o admit, howerer, that e records
weren' o0 gond, becaue Jimmie vt t case.” At Pee pot i,
i ke 1 ke “Tberies,” meaning that he playedthe msic he
sy he el t nd e the conventons of otaton o of course he
Coud' Tead” snyway. Wilh the xchesta, said e, e coukdn't
ke any e, s b wasncomfortale. . hewas raly t s
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‘younger Fuman atr recaled thee adetures with ey amasert.
“They weren' hard drnkes.” he said genaly. st stcady. They s
ke socal drink. And all e rher dks were scisldrik. They
ot kept on aving a socal drik. and amother scialdin, ad o
e tht, ll day ™ Jimmi had 3 boyih yen fo al car, bt he
Cspecaly loved ModehA. Fords, which he bought and rded
Commatly.His voriewas 1990 arin cr st e called Thisy.
e Christmas Tre” becaus  was he o e s wPRnEver e i
headd for some seious drinking, 4 becauie i wis Jouded s
vy gadge and sccesony be coud fnd, cluding special pokets
il ach ofthe ot dous, o ol his 32 owlhed st and 4
i of whiskey. Al lon the border vere Mexian towns fumos for
e e lght disicts—Known 15 "Boys Towns™ 4 it was Ty
{hat aiedJmie and John Fuman o thei vore haunsin i
Negasand Vill (now Cuidd) Acuns, the e of which bossied the
erandest Boys Tounof all, the mecesof male Texans o hdredsof
s around

Most of Cai's effos during his time were e, a5 one
Kermil resident ssd,toward “Uying o keep Jimie uder conol
and yeting Wi o ke <o of il,” b erconcern semed oy
10 ke matrs woseJimnie o0k pemanca s the Gurter
Hol in Sun Atonio, and wherever things 3 hame ot 100
complicted be would oad up ispals and e down 1 he Alamo
ity for 4 weck o more of fun and games. This of coune only
consbuted 1 the lready tese suation o home. When Bily Burkes
it knew Jimie in 1920, "he snd Carric weren' i to0 close,
even then. 1 Bkes’ iew whs suppoid by aters. i loved
e ol daoghicof i, ” Dick Furan s ~He wes o oot
e, ot | o't belive he vt nar s cazy shout i wife 3 the
ity uied o make i1 Ralph eer [l ht Coic aged b
sband oo much.“She and i ' actally gt ko awfuly
el ot for any susained period.” e said.“He was lvaysrvelng.
eting away. You e, he ncded somebuy who had conéenc 1
i, and 3 man and B e, hars 3 difeea thing. A i,
nonmally. wil become a e supercrical o this man wh she sec
day and ight.” Rodgersundoubidly fl  srong ligaton to his
it o all he yers of hardship she'dsufered shongaie i st
e had o reason 10 divoree he, T e came and e s fely as
here wre ho mariage. Yet 1 was ot i syl  quarel it er,
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alarmed,bower, for that ad appencd many e before: when he
blcdingappeaed 0 stop fter e, he hought b more shout .
Then Jot beore midaizh, he deep, spusmodic coughing besan
agan, and this e the hemorhagin came i bright vioen suges
The house physician could ot b locied immediatly; Costo was
called but arived 1o Lt (o do anything but and by and witch
Meriflly. the neviable e came soon, in he sl hous of Frday
moning. Stiping no & coma, Rodgers sinply deowned i bis own,
bload

“Th fnl i souh 0 bis homeland was mde sbosrd one o the
mighy tains Jimmie Rodgers loved 50 wel A spcil aggage car
wa added 10 the Souhen's Wshingion-New rlans o, and the
casket,covered n e, rode o s plaio i h ceir. Mary
of the i’ crew wee old. fends and seguamances: Eagncer
Home enkin ad knovwn i nd Carie snce hei curing deye
and wouldserve s palbarer at the funeral, along with J. M. Marin
and R 3. Stbe, whose names had sppesred on he calbosrd wih
Timmic's in i only move

Hundrods gathred around Merian's Urion Sation in e drken
ing summe night (0 meet the i and pay thei respcts, many of
e wecping openly. From fr avay tey beard e Iow, onresl
o of the ngin’s whiste,the sound that ad e s 3 part
of Jimmic Rodges’ e and musi. He'd had  spcillove (o e
cin whiste, 50 special hat he'd leamed o imiate i on bis records
Norw it sounded s fuing reqiem, buikdin 1 s ong, high wail 3 he
e rubled sy no h staton nd old 03t When a st
HomerJnkin siepped from the ab o he drong it crowded s,
e caied i i had the I portat ht i hd atogrsphed
forhim,  pleure ofte Singing Brakeman n i rioad ar. gving
e jaamy “thumbs up” signal. A unverl sign of ood fortu an
o welldone, thegestue 1 usd by bries 1l h cngncr o
he ain and “go ahea, cveryhing's oksy.” A Homer Jenkins
wached the pear ey coffin caied from (h Paggage car he wis
reinded of sil anohr meaning. In 1t oler, onginal se, e
Faders “humibs up” sgaiied smpy, My vork's sl dose

Simmie Rodges had ot quite erally i sone, bt ¢ was very
moch the sume thing. To bisfumily ad Tiends his death hd b
o fo year, vt fl o them were e way when the e came.
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clea that Rodgers would do whatever e wanied, and ht 30 0ne
coud change s mind i b deciod 0 gnor the whoe hing. Dr.
Conper managed 1 exctJimmic's pomise hthe'd et 3 mach 35
e could aver the wekend, bt Steday ight found i back i the
et to-chse the homctown sand, and on Monday he drove fo
Haticsburg, s of Meidian, 10 o he show fo i ot openng.
A week e b was oo his way to New Yook

Ralph et probably was ot aware o the curen st f Rodgrs's
el when b called i north 0 rcord i, nd e ceily knew
oting o Jimni's recen cllpse. What 5 debaiable s whetbr
events woukd have beenatredch i e hd known. That 7 o
Sugset hat Peer was ever delberaely carlss wil Rodger's e,
utonly that e wasofcnsmpy 10 busy and to o rmoved from.
the Sitation 1 et in th best inerests of Rodgers's well beig.
Morcover, Jimmi invaribly insitod ht b was fcling fne and
eady 10 g0, and o the exten thatPe el on i ntrtaner's own.
Ssenmeat, hisresponse 0 he matierwers ofn fected s uch by
busines, conideraons 35 by thersputc ones. It has ofen been
assumed hat, following he Bloe Yodeler's cmergence 35 3 ot
propery in mid-1928, Pee aempied o schedte i fed ecoding
i around Rodges i onder 10 conerve the singer's ncrpy and
lesen the e of ko ips noth o Carden and New Yok | Pcr
Himsel may b helpedfser hatnvin,afhough i docs ot square
‘well wth h irumstances f et several esions,which equied
Rodgers to el gret disances 3 he very time when b w st
abe 104 o Jimmie's ealth undoubtdl higurd inPee' lans, bt
even he did no estae 10 point ot that “te princpal Kea [or
reconting Rodgers i various cis] was 1o provide [lim] with
Varigated accompaniment s that he would have 35 many back
rounds s possble. 1 Per hviously developed 3 gemuine hikig for
s protég, a cicumstance which, given the diffeences in e
backgrounds, emperaments, and oulooks, was more han 3 e
emaable. AL he sam e, however, i peronal tides tward
e relationship wer nvarily bound up i he day-o-dy businessof
merchandiing phonograph records and securing copyighis. Exen
Whe h cantoned Jimmie o ake care of hel, e advice wis
conched i business erms—Wach your heath carely, 45 it '
ot mor thn en thousand per”—mplyin tht. i sked “How
much ore.” he could have come up wih & g
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Nim in spte o is rulfn pranks and i bborn drepand of
Bahubs, schooiboks, and Sunday manners

“Whaiver fomal leamig Timmie got—snd it wis 3 gret dsl,
consderin s bevity—was cquirea agely durag s (o yeus 3.
Pie Springs, rom e 1906 the ey sprng f 1911 For e ot
e (ad e Lt i tamed ou), “James,” 3 e was Koo 1 e
Tamily i hoe g, went 10 3choo]more o s reslary. Sickoess
continned o ke s ll,specally inthe winer o, bt with e
commuriyschoolhouse ol  shot disace {rom AuntDor's, i vas
most imposie (o play tran. Moreove,the schoolmistes, Miss
Pea Pop, was Aunt Dorys str boader—which mea (. for
Jimmie t s, the school de € ot e when h st el had
s Poe, e Aunt Doca, was 3 doughty bt warmsbeared 450
sympathe woman, and (ke Dora o) sh was o xert a Hckong
inlience vpon Jimmie Rodgers. Albough se was hadly 4 Miss
Grundy the e fact ha e v t e B owse and w
sl contact with“James” ooy mcant ht h g orsexposre
ook lexmin than e cninanly woukd ave. I ny ven,se ook
 cloe and aing imrest in e boy—peca all the move ot
o of her even closer inees i i oldr bt

Mesmahie, Aston Rodgen had more plan arewing. 1 Jury.
1907 he s 1o Talmage on an NOGNE lehead from Puv,
Misisipp, <ol of Hatiecur teling i sontht be was on i
way o Merdan and inirctiag Ta o et him thre o he Union
Depotwhn e aved on Train No. . L want yo o b Jmes 10
ke 1 M i you " b ot T ke fo you o sk you Autt
Dors o make ot her ct.agsinst e for Ji. B & 4 by youso
T et . His e other svced Tal ht he s o 1 i
o him Cdont arrange to work saywhere vl Yo e )"

s sopcely Tal, ke b fther, had 3 i of s own. Things
i ot work ot a3 monh ler Adron vioe 3, in 3 ltr
daeined “Merin (Rafoad] Shops, eb. . 1907 liing “he
excusive right and [on] your sevce.” and nsistin tat, athouh
Tl coud keep whaeve money be camed.“you musteave o Aunt
Dors” Simulancouly h wite 1o Dors, “kidly nd respectilly”
xkin tha he “nt et my s ay onger n your ' because he
s necded t bome. Her Teply. i she made e, s s

The dicusion” beween Ta 4 i [ather went o fo sverl
mond, bt evenally Awon realized ha is son could ot be
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Tt ight Rodgrssep iy, but b awoke the pext mormig n
o0d piis. With e reconlngsesio completed, he plamed 05y
onnNew York a few dys o st upand st himsell 0 whatever fn
e coud maage. Tt ncuded s et one o i o Coney Ind:
Sl hoy at hart, b v the carmval atmsphers and prefeed a5
afrnoon ter ovr snying el the ity hd 0o Afe i et
s some shopping 10 be cone, or gits (o Ana i aler family
members, hen he and M. Bedel would ake the i down 16
‘Wahingon, sipping over for 3 day o o withthe Nelsons bfore
going on o Mendan, In fct, Alex Nebon ad come o New York
cur i the ek 1 v e down, b the “chedle hd goten
el up a0 3 eslt o the deays cauked by Jimmie's e, ané
Nelson'sbother, who'd ccorpanied him 0 h i, wasaios
6t backto Wahington. i asured them that e rther el by
i anyway. bt he persuaded Nelson and his brother 10 sty ne
oy and g0 wih him 1o Coney lshod.

“Accompnied by Mrs Bedel 1 chasfcared by Per's an Casto
in's rened car, they dnove cut though Brackiyn. (The vaunid
Dodgen were in Cicinnt that afermoon, o 4.1 3 droppig
i Seventh place i e Natonl League ) Most o the day was et
o hebeach. Lunch was hot dogs and newly lgaized 3.1 e, afer
‘hich Jimmie dozd i the v speing sun. Showers forscst for the
eroon G ok ez, and ot way back e was g
So oo hat e stopped the ar sverl blcks from th hoeland g
outfor  wak, sccompanied by Ales Nelson. Afer oly 3 short
istance e suddenly sagaed and had 10 b hefped one 10 8 e
Py, where he st for several mioutes il s vision ceared 4
he could besthe casly. “Let me ake  bow.” he (old Nebon,
hecin for i

Back t he e e went o b immedisels, bt there was oting
out of the ondiary sbow hat. Alex Nelson et 10 reum 1
Washinton, sure hat he'd sce iomie thre in 3 e days. Cast,
b et the dek ek a mmber whers be ould e exced, s
e home fo the night,afer giving i an skabol rubdown 15
cxe i now comstant fever,

O her way back fron e dier sone i the i o, s
Bedell Stopped ouside Jimmie's room and herd i coughing. The:
nusally severe spesn Lsted Bl hou o more, 0 befoe 1 s
over h'd begun fo hemonage. Mis. Bedel vas 7o pariclarly
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evemaally droppd the it Now that Try s moving ino s surly
feen, e has consderble compeion fo his e, altough no oo
ealy seems @ cae much shout who is the Word's Younget
Reconding S

i g is thr accomplshents,might ly claim o being
ane ofthe word'oldes. n i aly s, e '3 old 35 Eest
"Tush o Roy Acf, bt then he i 5 wel known, eiter. Benmie
Hes vould robably check i sboot niney-sevent on 1 of One
Honired Famous Unknown Recording A Back n e midForien
e mad a side or wo fo Deca and Mercury,and e then he's
elssed dozens on mallime lbels, mosly his ovn. But Bennie
never stogs ying. He s, & e s, s ions in very e and the
‘wold s g . High n s cumon st of proects s el that
will rstore singing cowboy movies 0 heie former loy. saing
Bennie Hess as the Fightng Weserm Blldec

On the otber side of the ldger, here ' 2 mean bone in B
Hew’s body. and for all bis grand schemes and constnt el
promedion,he s oty without gl When the conversation ums to
i Rodgers, bis ey grow st wih genuie cawio, d his
voce breaks now and (hen. He iops answering he phone and gis
dovarigh rod 10 the dough-acd couiy boys who come 8 on
e orch ugging guiars and hsting hei wares, wanting (0 Know
I e’ lsenad o theic demo yet and whether N So-and So bt
ko o him i thi bhalf, e st the chs ch snd hrough
ibe barly pened dooe gives them hs verion of don'tall.me
et yeah. Wel, [l 10 you abou that ext week sometie.
Fim el sy row”

What b's sy doing is teling me al sorts of wondous things
shou Jimmie Rodgers Bensie Hoss, you e, knew Jmmie Rodger
Sometmes it scems tat alf th consciouspoplation bewcen 1927
a1 1933 ncw Jimmie Rodgers. Th probem i that ey i of tem
e frsatingy Vago sbou dtes snd puticlar, e i o
cucepton. When he was st o sl by, e, Beni rveled
rouad wit immie Roges, 1 he bas ' st uite and the
maste of every resond he made, “plos twehve tha were pever
elssed” songs tha Bennie wite for Rodge's It reconing
sesson. He perfors seversl Jimmie Rodgersmambers for e, and
(el how people faimed when e ang ther s he Rdgers moril
Celebration a Merdian, hinking i was i come back. The he s
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Endings, and Beginnings

Jcanc the barchones fcts o Jmmic Rodger's e rom cnsas
eporsand ded ecords and bty neviews it te e peple
Sl ning who knew him. | e3d Conferse Army ol the
Ntionsl Aschives (0 find i randfathers, | st t e bi round
Kichen bl n e e of M. and M. M. . Harvy i Merkdin,
sippng g sron Southen coffe whie M. Harvey tld e sbo
40 days on the eloads b eed of te ~Queea” sfcr iy
Seas—and M. Harvey shoved e e ourting eers of Rodges
motherand Fthr and ld e stores abot herCousin i, srics
S R rom th sunt who it ot twenly yeus par. |
provied the woods sroand Pine Spngs. Misssipi, 4nd found
S mothers grav m 3 iny. nelected cemetery. and i e cary
umne est | followed 8 rled G 1oad p 3 wosded Iane 1o 20
O uionad countey oun, ol a5 open nd st eneah
aroe of coisnwoods. where Mis. Pl Boeman Hares, bt
Couin, hshed e yarddogs ad ook me o et proe s avtoned
me ovigly againt cigueis and bard drink and ol e, ul of
Taugher. how e Jmune had tken t moking and wesrng b
il out, and hd stalen bl of coon rom hs e whet “he
il wast o' ad, ot bigern it scanncd i pnt i
fraile indings i e chured bockiops of newopers. axd
uinted a mcrfm in dozes of hushed Ibeaics. 1w 1 boh
ot drove i thousand e rcng Rodger's tieraes hrogh
e South and Souwet. hung out n Nashwille, wlked to boken-
o muscans, o ladies, 4 sweet 04 falks agd fourcen o
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Boseman bimself, he good Reverend was harly an objcive
i, futher sllowances it be. rade (o s addicton 1o
Victorian thetoic and the vestiges of at pecular, musy sort o
sncetor worship more rampnt in Swvantah han in Shangha
Nonethecs, the Boemans 5 draw rom his sccoun were 8 udy
can of fuers and craftsnen, 4 cut sbove the verage, who wenl
ot heie daly business of geting and spending. hriving and
mulipying, ot withou 3 cera gace and s of charcir

i Boseman's ancestors wer natives o Hollnd (e ame vas
orginally “Bosman” or “Boschman’) who st in Maryand skong
b castern banks of Chesaeske Bay before the Revolton” Lacr
{hey migrsed south o Virgia, the Caoias, s Georgn, ves 10
Alabama s Misssippi nd eyond, following  pter comon 1
millons of the fumiles incuding in al kelbod ha of Auron
Rodgers, which xcotaly popued the OU Souh Elr's e
randster, ey Boreman, setid n Georgia i the 1790's ber
randater, lso amed Meady, maried Loy Carol of Carlon
{Gescrvd by the Reverend 35 3 worman of sctiv, vigorous mind,
et srngth of charcer, ad 2 farss a4 hevoine) and v
o cenrsl A, whee he famed snd scqied 3 repution 51
ey fne mechanc” (., carpene. Sad e Reverend Bosern,
“Houss thathe bult in Dlas Couey, Al., ity yearsago, ae sl
ponted oo with prde 3 the werk of Meady Boseman. A lrse.
e looking man, wih bl ces and rddy e, fll o e ad s
e vas the delght o young peopl even n his advanced yeas

Flz's fuhr, Sumel Boceman, was bomn in enial Alibama i
1538 Two years e the amily moved westwand sgan, 0 Kenper
Couny. Misispp,some forty s sorhwestof Meria, Young
Sum. only ninceen when is faber ded i 1857, went buck 10
Lowades County. Alsbama, 0 work andfam withesives. He was
here when the Civil Warerpid, and quicklyenised Jly 3, 156
a5 5 peivte in Company B, 14h Albars. Infany. Capured 1
Getysoargon the secand dy o Le'sbloody,doomed assalon the
Ui lns he pent ot twoyears 3  prisoner o . Fial. i
June, 1865 s months e Lew's sumender st AppOmAo., he sk
‘dmiistred the required Ot of Allgiance (o O Unied S of
Americ, given & baered Union Ay Spencer cabin (0 repace
e it Enfeld he had surendred, and rlewed

Retuming 1o Misisipi, Sam took 0p s fubr's e a6
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hose mastes e they actally the oiginal meal part rom Victor?
How e they marked? Again the vague responses, the stdied
evasions. s “Proibiton Has Done Me Wrong” among then? Wll
now, 1 hd that one, but | was oing home in the wagon one ay
and. Can 1 se the thers? Wel, |l you what, they're stored
ay, place i b e, s, somebody broke in ere and i 0
Sl my ecet imvenion o 3.5 recrding, did 1 ll you s that—?

Wil a o of malicousdeachment | ke herding him bac o e
St eusing oI pss. pusin (0 s st how far e il g0
and o the st minu he Wil y o s fce and send e avay
{biking e has what he docs' e, axd has done what b st
one, ithough ot ofus wil ko betr ndesch il oow tht e
oter knows. S L am iy suprisd when, st we ha bt over
tseveral s nd the words e o loner wrking, e faly ambles
vy o the back room and etrns with 3 crdbeud b, By this
e the nomibe ha shrunk fom twlve (o two, ad when e akes
e fom the b1 s tht thy v ot Victor mastrs from the
Tiies, bt plin, ulabled stuho st of 3 mich ler viniage.
Beroic shows henof with s s, alkin 8 e 4 mie, bt ¢
far s T concemed we e bac o sqareane. Forall Know hese re
o recodings of the World's YoungestRecoding S, sithough
iy no o put 30 bl I <ould oy ear them. ot 5 groon o
v maybe, in th inrests o Pt Seholrship— Well. | o, s,
el don't b anything o play “em on rcord piayer st qut
woking, and the qualty's ot very good, you probably can't il
s on ‘em,

Sl efus 0 giveup. nesponse 0 h tady prssre, e's gone
{heough the motions of tyin 1 hook up  dlapiied i trible
and o am. The whle thin i 50 obviusly wrsckd hat | know it
Wl v ke  Sound, much e track  record, bt eveduly he
manages to wedge ik unde the arm ot he proger sngle. nd the
el respands when e ks it with i thub. Ths 1 cesnly
soing beyond te call of dty. Now | am really anxious to hear his
Sy when it tams ot 1 be the wrong record o (00 gabled 10
nderand or, s begin 0 suspect,  econdin of Bennie o somcons
s doing a cose mitaion.

1 hould hae tusted my inints A he e what 1 eard—ll
100 cage for - the oie of immic R, sigig something
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o on ancber angent shou his des od dsd snd Carie Rodgerson
e desiibed d isown checkered carer nshow bsiness, See, .
i o him bck in Missisippi hen Jimmie s ot e oy
Thn be got him  job on the rairod. and Jime pracicaly ved
il my ks ther, off andon. Farback 35| ca remenber e'd b
there” The version | usualyhe begin, breasly. Wy, my old
moter ratsed immie Rodger.” immic's foster paeos, “cousins
boyhood pals, ad illegiimate chidren would popult 3 smll ity

"As e sores vee rom subjec o subjct, | begin 10 search
forsome hnd lace o ge my bearings. adte o rame it might bring.
1he information i focus. He'steling me sbowt Carrie giving im

i vt ll e record s, 4 ther he's off on the
e Jimnie began playing theaters ad how Benie’s ok rsted
S e i ake B along o i urs What e ws s,
a7 Benmic make b but ives up pleding, " was Just uch
e iy el bck thes, s, and hat' e o e . From
he bihte h's iven . 1 doodlc 3 e math in vy ead and
st thithe i hiteen n 1927 when Rodgers began ecodig.
ictcen when e Bl Yodele dicd. Beaic stnded the funer: e
remembers evrybing abou it except the date, the weslbe, where
e sevices were e, ad th names of the people he el e

et someof e caswaldetail that he i o s smply o it
exact,uxd awesome o be made oot of whale i, 1 begin o wonder
i pethaps he ' lkingsbout i’ el yers, before Bl
Prbing that avenve only sends hm off on th time, back in the
Tucnies, when i dad and some oter s chigped 1 0 e
465 0 by Jimmi i i e g, the Mavin D-35 which Bl
o shows off s “Timie Rodgers' st uiar, and te st Matin
Cvermade.” . F. Martin began makin inroments n 183 by 940
D most xpensive i i hecompany's caalog was e -9 Grand
Audiorim, priced at $250. That year, more han 3 decade aftr
Rodgesft rcorded,  hew 00113 mocel s 0 the on he s
! Bl ot $40.

L despie of eve gting enough sl fcts 10 documet, and decide
instead o hone o thove weve wrleved maviers nd e ongs he
Sipposdy wrote for Rodgers. When Benie s 1 prodice
g, L will besbe towre il o soter Rodgrsmyh,one
more wondrous bt gandly nld gmen of the imagintion. ABou
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“Ive been fghtingike a oy looks fke:
Tim going tolose. m fighting ke a on;
looks like Im going tolose. ‘Cause there
aint nobocy ever whipped the TB blues.”
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Jimmie Rodgers Memoral Day in 1953, b prsened it n » poblc
ceemony o Hank Stow's so, Jimie Rodgers Soow, “becase |t
ke hat was wht Jimmic o hve wanied et o e will st
say be's somy o have pared with i, b, refcing o te younger
Snow's subiequent wihdraval from show buiness nd the piar's
disppearanc from public vew, be clery laments h Ios. In s
plac s the handsome big Gibson, valued o more than $40, which 3
Merdin businessman presenied 1o Bill 5 gt when he head of
Biuner's sefess at n givingup the st e cheished 50 much.
“Now. sys Brane, with  sofl, wisfl smile, i s my Jimmic
Rodges gutar” Snce the sroke, he hasn't b bk 10 play the
Gibion, but he cradles i gently o his lap. making chods wih his:
£ood 6 hand while 8 visitor s for b, They both Tk
he sound

‘Abough covr recondsof Rodgers's s had sppesed are, Bil
Bruncrwasamong e st o pay e o the Bl Yodeler's syl by
ryin o it ke o k. On the videne of the cight sdes b
made fo Okeh in December, 1929, and February. 1930, he was
i the best o the wors of dosens who yodeled utfally and
picked ot few Rodgers ke gutar rns i van atempts 0 capiaize
o Jimmie' olowing, An ccorplhed gutaritevn i b youh.
Bruncr played i the Rodgers fashion o srong, simple chords and
bas un ambellshment, and his Yodel was an almot exict Tep-
T, Praciclly decl o were i prsing and pronuciation,
might be expeced from. their commen culural and geographical
backgroun, The mor diffrence that disinguished Bruer vas the
heavie imbe of s voce—on (o ary records, possbly becase
of e rodimentry cauipment, s mor subsince nd ity
han one expects of 3 sevenien year okl Transcripions made in 3
i st he e 1940's reven 3 oo, ey e of e G
ustin-Rody Valle radio crooner sty (singing such umbers 3
“Buttons and Bows,” “San Ferando Valley.” -1 Wonder Who's
Kising Her Now.” 1nd “Srile”). Except for 3 coople o s,
noubly “Sigingthe Bles with My OId Guiar” nd his own s
clever vesion of He's i the Jhouse Now' (bothon OK 45439,
Bruncr's commercially ecorded materal was qute hin, lie mare
han pue o of the sofr nd more semimenal lve bllads
Bt even Rodgrs was hard pressd (0 save. Bruer's s i his
vein incude is own compstions, "My Pal of Yesierdy” and
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Sl and puinwrcked body. Home again in Texs, he went
oty o bed, frting ove accumalaing debs and hs gowing
ity toredoce them. Before, the chane o some sort of eromal
sppeaance ha sivays hen i te offing when money rn low, but
o al st wassmply out ofthe qeston. imie o loner 3 1o
appes fo even the KMAC brsdeast, which one agai hd everied
0 siing i recods

“The Vitorcomrac wasahout b hd e, and i would b up fo-
el in May. There had also ben feces from the American
Record Corporaion,  chesplbel conlomerte whichhd ke over
Brunswick 1 1931 and would ventally absor Columbia 4 s
subiduy, Okeh. From his sickbed Rdgerscalld Peer o discus the
Siuation nd 1o make. preiminary sangements (o 1 snnial
econdingsesion, usually plannedfo midsummer. Wiboutreveling
i realconcens o Pee, Jimmie urged i 0 schedue  ssion o
e than May, under he tems of the curent conac, which
guaraniecd Jimmie an advance. payment of 250 for cach side
econded. A far 2 Rodges was concrned, (ht was money in the
bank. Consdering the way business was goin, the net comract—
‘heher with Vicor or someone lse—might no be s0 eral. Once
Re'd recordd a doren or 50 sdes for Vieor and oten his cah
advance, he could decide what e coure 10 ke,

Pee e mplied tht, a the tme, Victor had at e 5 yer's
suppiy of Rodgers masers sull in it vols axd erefor was n 10
paticlar huy o recond any more. As of Apeil, 1933, here wer n
Tac ourtcn s ideson the el el had sty een
pused over for releae ad, withone or w0 excepton, were cleuly
Inferor. (Victor would ot st 0 pt he o th ket ler,
ough, when sl idesfromth st esson had b e Pece i
acknowledge, howenr, that 'd e rcepive & e sesin thi
Sprng sinc “hee vere one o two masers o be remad becss of
Iechnicl defcts ™ As it tumed ou, hone wa redone. As fr 5
Jimimie was concened, the real nducement for holding an caly
sesion was the S250 advance. “Whathe wiled 1 do s come o
New Yok and rcord shout e slctionsand g $2.80. s Pt
1 couldnt see any objcton 1o it

Tha remark, made years e, suggests ot Pocr was les than
enthsistic oot e sesion b agreed 0 agely o accommodatc
Timmie. He would s emphasize hat Rodgers b ssured him he
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ol The crowd s what ws coming, ad began o groan s
ispeoval “Howeer, we hve wih s b Merion boy who's
i3 fne encrtainer He sngs ad plays n Jimmie's sy, and e
{hik e deserves 3 chnce 10 show you what h can do.” Learing
Rodgeres replacement wassnotber Merian by helped t ol
e crowd, and Englsh siloced he L diseers by g (ol
efund e b office 10 nyone who sl wanied s money back
er heaing “Bill Brusr, the Yodeling Menenger Boy.”

Brunr 6 fouror e mers, ading s Jimme charceriically
i with lliching vrsionof “Fruakie and Jobay.” Te xihsisc
audence brought him bk for six cacores A eagly stoy i
Billoard caled it “ ypcal Horsio Alge incidet n ahich the
youhtl hero sieps in o the el momen: and saves he day.”
‘According 0 he rade founl' rpor, “Th crowd e wild over he
oy o, and s mitatin o i s 0 £ that o cold
ot oe'seyesand imagine one of Jmie's ecords bein plyed.
“The young arte was  huge succes, and whn e eturned 10 -
rsag oo, Manager Engls Tound b ot i e e afci
by i sucess. Ao he had gone over 50 bi e was ot the kst
i excted st it nd 5 a5 we can A w d ecesary 6
refund any money 3 the office.

Young Brune ook gea pride i the fac hat o one sk fo &
et ¢ e Ui tht secmed 3 mportat ¢ o Shlty 10 o 3n
amost perfec imtaton” of Jimmie Rodgers. B his bigget il
came the et eving, when Englih i i back o e show a3
et and tok im0 Jimmic' dressing oo n sl e ear e
i camvas. Albough many sy would have rseied being
upsaged by an unkaown, Rodges preced the boy warnly, com-
plimeotcd i on i performance, ad harked. i fo cling out.
Jimnie ave e n dollas. Bruses ecouted, " 1 s (ki 0
e, Ofcouse | Boughtthat wa ., 4 | a1 g0.* ot i
Sogped i, weot ove o 4 nstruent cuse, ook ot 3 g, and
anded e boy. Recallingthe incident years e, Brner'sgee
Southen vice wavered slighly. “He 53, ‘Bill, s s g |
made some of my frst reords on, axd | wan you 1 have . Well,
st Bled w1 i know what 0 sy, Fnly, | managed 0
hank b

For more han tnenty yesrs e puar was Bruner's peized
prscsion, but Anally, casghup n the excitmentof the st gala
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ake place near the icrophon, which was ot hidden 0n 3 wllof
he e o i some pice of fumiure. Wi theconfins of e 3nd
space imposed o him, Rodgerscn do e more han walk oo, st
i cyes agint e arh ights, sing his e sngs—Waig for .
e, " “Daddy and Home.,” snd “Bloc Yodel™and make an .
Compard 0 the amatcur-thatr delveryof the Eldely Lady 14 he
irsswith whom hechats by, Jimi’s perfomanc s soth
and el enough o there i e of the sponaney and breezy
cham repored by those who s him peoe n person. Every word
orgestre i obvously lanned and crsulyrehaned. Grphialy.
e movic xaggerate N worst festures: he o, i fce, the jo.
s and hooked ose, h il uppr it v the ipresion it
e wasciching whifsof some faty isgrcsble odor 3 he sng.
“TheSlow imstock of he day prodoced  pall, almost ghoty skin
{one sgains th duk bckground of the e, an et ony beighened
by ey and i makeup and  idwall it might wll ave b
administered by some bber.schol dropo. Jimmie Rdgers s ot
e st andsoene candidate for Tl stadoms b he cither were
e likes of James Cagney and Edward G. Robison, or even Bing
Croshy. (0 whom Rodgers bore 4 passing esemblanc, As most of
Simmie's prfesionl sills eveal, he was sonmlly 3 fa more
Photogenic g than depicted n The Singng Brakeman.**

Despiteall i, the i s of singla culural d historica vle,
preserving he Faer o Country Musi n ction s he sings nteretng
ariants ofthre of i mostpopular songs. ALt very et i afers
Vil eftation of Ralph Peer's be st tht i rly
Knew two chords o the gutar ™ A few of them may have heen
enielyof s own insnion a e worked p ad down e s, bt
e was ot home wherever he tue might ke i, “Jiomie Rodgers
‘woukdprbably augh t the den. ht e was  grat gair player
id C! F. Marin 1, who knew him snd who made some of hi
avore nsruments, incloding e one e pleys n e, ot hehad
e goud st and he ght touch ke uiar secompunimcns
llectve.™ That's the pproprisc e, and on wheh e Singing
Brokeman,cu aty pconlcvdence, ply bsrs ot h insrumen
lthough scondary 1t voalpeformance, s vial nd g ar
of I & natral exension of te bardic power tht was the bsis of
Jimmie Rdgessa. I te esrt,” sd Quinilisn, “which reders
men cloguent.”
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only the vaguest erms, bt ber mening i clea: T wied o
come, he e any namber of tnes 0 s e, bl ht was
beyond my contro. 1 hought i s o i, nd 1 hosgh hy
erprens wee ying o play God bt e come o hink i was
he bt thing they ver dit"

Wil e mariage oundring, Jimie i back 1o New O
For & whil he worked withsn M&O secton crew thee, nd e,
it e war i ll sing nd the s undergoneocat contl,
e g0 on 23 brskeman with i New Oreans & Nowhessiers (o
Sty of the Southern i), working s egule pscager
s fom New Oreans o Merdian Bot Sl s sl vry muchon

s mind, and he i sverl times o brng about 8 reconclition

e waned o sk e o New Oricans bt e ever mamged 1.
Sl s, sogpstin ta it was sy e vague ct of Fte cxch
time whichpevenid hm fom getin togeher. Once she go s fr
4 Merdian s the o of Tal ad Per Rodger before somehing
e ack of fances, or 3 change of mind, o some et
pusing whinsy. By the Sutum of 1917 their separsion s
complt.

Somcine st Chitnas, Sel's pres moved 1o Choca
(Couty, Oklahoma, esr Hogo. For essons known ol toher, S,
ow i e cighth ot ofpcgnancy, siyed ehid. She went sl
0 Ackerman, Misisip, 4t ol o of Lowiswlle,and tock &
room at the Hef Hotel. Thre on Febusry 16, st by Mrs.
el and  local physican, Dr. 1. D. Weeks,?she gave bich 0 &
daugher, whomsh named Kithyn (s mober's middle rame, iven
& “modern” speling). Two weks e Stlly and e baby It or
Okshoma 0 joi b parri. James was 3 dea,” bt ey hd bt
e mach 10 young and folis. I wouldnever have woked oul. S0
ong 1o M, 4 hrdsrabbing and ralioad hanies, 10 3
soubtl Ting o maisge wil 8 witl, shfies, charng boy
e ames Rodgrs. Al thot was behind e now, gone (o 804

Conducor ot Atwood et immie Rodgersone day when e
it b s vorking olled no Laure, Missipi, t (e souh end
of the Southern Raifway’s "hor foo run” from Merdin. Yord
ol were shard wih the Soher's s lne, e New Orcans
& Northeaier, s 30 At walked down e house ch 0oty
e cxa gang 1o s swiching cas, e saw 3 cromd of Dacks
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a5 possive. The fever and excesive siin on his ungs coused
Jimmie's pls e 10 scclerte wildly, and the pai rom the e
infction was 0 severs tat b could b only i short, shallow
gasp. I was il e could do ko hokd bac the covghing spss it
s pleuiy pans bbing throsgh ischest. Over the yers h'd
e hrough most of the convtiona kil hen v, )
. Cooper had fnlly resortedto admiierin sl bt ncresing
s of morphine sl his pule and puthim o case. Bycarly 1929
ine dosage had reached  quartr grin.Given the e of e v,
even fhat would Soon Rave 10 b ncessed®

Simmi'scollps hd been immine o some e, He'd suffred
e i it had been warn then by Dr. Cooper ht
e e abolue bod st Instcad, e days e New Year's, i
move widly heraded n show business cice, h'd ejoed Pal
Englithfor e seson's open

he cffct o doublin th company's business” despite the fact hat
Moblle was “a bsd show town.? Englh decded that 3 name
Peadiner s wht e nesded 0 evive the puble’s et in v
enterioment and compee wih the coren s fo lkes. which
ad d i s i sl forsveral monts, w2 3 nvel e
o tent epetie, and Bilbourd gave he sty pominentplay o 15
font page: “Pau Englih Tent Show Pays Act S600 3 Week  Jimmie
Rodgrs. Popua Recorling Ariste, Works Oly s Conce Fere,
20 Minuies Nighly—Gres Posibiies Scn n s, ” Accordin 1o
he sory:

Pain  vasteille esclinr oS00 3 ek with o s i -
bekd e of o Enghoh. - - The Ngh pged prames s i
Rodges, popolr Vi reconin e, ko 5 Anric's b
ol e s g Enl G s wecks s 600 ey o1
Sopenmer.

Rodgers works oy s concer e, sos 15 0 20 i
g, s s Engh spors ot e o Gl e shrw's
ot b The conce o pies B bcn el
rom 201028 s, ety ko, M. h o' et
e s i of 1,00, Tieops s amaged i, Vi
i Al e s paed, s cutig the show's sheriog
cxpee T st Bt
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“Thar's Why 'm All Alooe” (Ok 45400), “us 3 Litle Drean’”
a1d °A Gal like You” (Ok 45463, s wel is two tunes which Elsic
McWilliams wroe fo i, "My O1 Home Town Gi” nd “School
Day Drcams” (Ok 45497)

Bruner's st ecod 0ld well enough for Okeh 1 call bim 0 New
York or six mor sides, bu by hat i the county washeadd il
he Depresion, and down with it went Bill Bruer's reconding crer
‘Aibough one sccount e sugestd that " hd il ambition 0 b
professional perfomes - ad s0n eied rom musc. ™ Bruner
ot otherwise. 1 nevr iy reted, he sys. “Once you're i i,
you don't et fom show business” For several years e ket
Ploggin, rying for another bk, even stading in aain o ober
ccasion o the iing i Rodgers. Bt gradualy  became cea
ha i crer was going nowbere. The Defresion was o he anly
cause, a5 Braner himsel s the st poi out: roicaly it was
Sy e of il sccess—the refced loryof someone 5's
schievement—that I 10 s catly declive. “Where | made my
misake, | ried o be an mator e says, e wistuly. T should
have goen avay from that d sk out on my o, Nomatierbow
£0od an it gts, e’ nobody but an imiaor.™ Therecoud be
only one Jimmie Rodger, 34 dogeasof e apiing Bl Yoieers
o venualy leam.

While Bill Bruer stoo in or him o that chily sight in 1929,
Jimmic Rodges wis being pot o bed n i st t the Lamar o,
racked by sever lersypinsand 103 dgree fver. Hehad i fct
been srousy ll for many days, 3nd hs Merdan physicen, Dr.
Inman Cooper, had repeately wamed him 1 0 10 bed and say
there. Rdgers hd, of ourse, ignored those oders, but il he'd
collased i s dresing room htnight oly minais efoe curain
ime. Dr. Cooperws caled.took on ook, and mmeditely insited
Bt te headine be pt 0 bed. Jimmie srgued 5 vigorously 3 he
could, maitaiing tht 3 sht or two f bourben nd  emon 1 clee
i ot woukd e B hrough bt he wasclesly n b shape,and
at Tt he allowod el 0 be caied o the oo’ car a5 diven
ack 1 the el

Given he medical techaology ofte e andthe slredy advanced
st of Rodgery's disease, thee was 0ot moch D Cooper eoul do
forim xcep et i of i et and y 0 ke i 3 comforable
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s in good shape for the . Ther i il doobt ht, ove the
phone, mmie b pioied s h elsticpctue f s condon:
but Per'sSupposedy casulapproach o e sesion and His reeaied
insistene tht | didnt ealize b was s ey " boh s couier
1o prevailing rumor, sme subsatted by clos ssocses of bt
P aad Rgen, o he ffct tht fforts wer bein made o bck
a5 he 1932 Camen New York sessions o sockpie s mch Rodgrs
el s posible before Jimmie ied. That both Peer ad Vicor
were oo various wouklbe sucessors (oibly Dwigh Bucher)
3 mter of record. What Pee eally di 1 koo, ofcouse, was ht
Rodgers was sick enough (0 die almt i he midst o  sssion. No
one—excep perbaps Jimie Himsel —<ould koow tht

T recorting sesion was schedeld fo md-May, and Rodgers
egan 0 make amangements o salfrom Galveson o New York by
ocean steamer. The tip was 10 be 3 spcil et for M. Badell,
Wh'd sgred 1 accompany him. Inth mesnime thee had bocn 4
windlll of sors on March 15, n the wake of Rooweel's bk
holday and renened contdence in the atons conomy. Bloe
Yoieer's Paadise was faly sl aftr st two yers o the
market. The buyer, 3 prominent Kerilebusinessnan,pad 59,100
o the house, s th Balf s crgnal cost. OF couse these were
Deecsion dollas, with comsidrable more bying power thin thoe:
of 1929, Rodges relized only 3,900 fom the sk the rst was
indebied 0 Ralph Poce i the orm of 4 morigage,payments on which
were assumed by the new owner immics sar, however, was
<nough o mect cuent expensesand ankrol the New York i, The
Cxces,togthe wilh the advanceshe rceved for bis st ecion,
consiied he bk of i estae when he died©

“Th relioship becween Jimmie and Caie s this i junctrs
is Larely 3 matte o speculaon. To cxpain why she did noc
accompany i o New Yok, when desh was 0 ierly mminen,
Caie aer ok that s was carng for h ol boer, Covert
Willamson, who had come 10 Texas secking ratment fo what she
implied was tbercloi. (1 s sctully cance of e hoe, o
Which b died two years e ) Anoher, ot important s, she
id, was “rady 3 quesion of expenies™—tey smply colén'
o her freand ther el costs. gt of the ecet sl of the
ouse, his sems i stsned,allough 5 re thtready cash had
g becn & patlem. A perisent,atbough uneriabl, ey 3o
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an adiional 25¢ for the Exira Added Concer Atction—i a dy
‘hen he standrd ep show admision was the famaus “10-2030"
(10 for resrved seats, 20¢ for chikdren, and 3¢ foe adls)

On Fisday, with 3 week'spay i is pocket, Brunee deided t et
s gl w0 the show. The schedued ply had a ey il
“Compunionate Marsage™bat othin i ht would in even he
st blush o maidn sun, s Bl epecaly wanied 1o et
W il by taking her to hear Jimmie Rodgers n person. Given &
chance 10 compare the two, shed esdly s hat her s sounded
0t ke he great Bl Vodele Himset

“They were waiing expectanly for he cuian 1 rise when Paal
Englic,the mpresaro himself stepped ou romthe wings ad risd
s arms o siene. A hundsome, dapper man, dressed i3 wxedo for
i lead i the cvening's drawing room comedy, Fglh vas
impressive fgre before the crond o fam amilis, ks, and
Shopas. As e el acos te e, Englih smnounced it
though e ad been 3 light dly. the show was s o egin. In
{he meanime, he wondeed fthere s  ellow nmed Bill Bruner i
e cromd. Heads tmed in il iecon, and kow urmur s,
‘Sparred on by i g’ adiig gac and (e aplavse rom frcnds
around Him,the suprsed youngster mansged 1 stad up shakily and
ety bimsel. Engishprormply motioned i backstge. There the
showman ook is s slcously. “Some o my company el me you
ing and play lke Jmmie Rodgen. s hat gh”

Well, 1 ey awial had-™

“Do you have your guie?”

No. i 3t home.”

“Can you ge i We'l send you i o Jimevie i 0 ik 0 80
on, and e want you 1o take s place. Wil you do 47

Bl besaed. “Don't you wami o bear me Bst”

“Happy Gowland has head you. The comedian oves there. e was
i the returant oday whie you were plying. e says you sound st
ke Jimi, and 1 ke i word

Sl daze, Brnee found cab, wea cross o fo i i,
and recumed s Englsh was a1 it the concert atraction

My ofyou ave b heaig Jimmic Rodyer here tis week
e 101 the audenc, “and you've s s him around town, where
s been making personl sppcarances a th e soes. Unfors:
ey, eing ot 4 much n s damp weaher, h's cought 3 bad
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money swap. esds him  clegram anouncin the bih of 3 s00—the
Supposcd joke i that is i knows notin sbout - perfos
miscllaneous ot nonsens. Rodgers, an accomplished backfce
acto from his mdicine show days, has dhe ight voice snd proper
{afction, b he i ever she 10 e pace or 1o cope i e
rocious matra. Bromsen,something s than e Droaghout,
lerats betwen awkward pause. hog onice ad s, and reading
one, word, t. 3 e o st ht doce't Qe ke snse i
o i srange afaie came about s anyone’s uess. ot te el
Consenno i tht it s done merely et and sk e seiosly
considerd or ecase. This assamption i sugpord by the fct tht 1
Wi given  fouedigit masir umber. o0t of sequence it ll et
West Coust recordings ofthe same e, nd tuked vay in & et
comerof Victor's . Rodgersfns can b grtfu. The Pullnan
Ponrs” is of Tt vale except 5 & curiosty.

Hollywood had not been sl work and oo sy fo Rodgers tha
sommer. T theexent ht s helth prmitid,he socilzd, made’
round of movi-colony pare, and lonched o severalaceasion with
i exeutives and olerceebite. Th tlkin shot wheh b had
made o Calumbiahe peviou year was hen ol dbtin.
and her may have bt some noton e back of bt is and Per's
minds of puraing futer fm offers whe thy et 10 Clfori. It
Soon became. bvious, hameve, that his ealth, the decpening
Deesion and & number o thr Fctors wad ot allw such s
o materlize

Athough Caie would efr 1o The Singng Brakeman as b bes.
ellingshotof i i, e i et upport hat ;o docs
the movie sl comvey much of the personal magnetsm
capivaed audinces who s Rodgersprorm inpeson. Thi sy be
bt ot ony 1 he s breviyandlow Doggr ot 0 he
relsiely pimive flning techniques in those vry carly days of
kg pctare. Withinonly » yca o o, imporiant dvancs would
e made in lghing. s dsign, nd camcrs plcemen, Rdgers was
ied during that it trsiion periodfrom silets 0 tlics, whe
movis suffred many of he shoriomings of both forms wih e
of he viues of cither. Irwobilzed i s soundroot casing, o
iwest b, e camer was statc, nd the movcrnen of etors b o
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Rodgers i bed for 0 whik, someting the doctor been ting 1o
accomplish evesnce hebega o st i, He s ook dvatageof
e suation 0 amange for  hest x-1ay, ot common pacice it
time and psc, o ht he migh delrmine mor ety e xintof
S disesse. The resuls showed “acive pulmonary tabercloss
i ot ang, with cavites in both sces (0t s, i e op of both
ungs], and evere leariy at the s of the gh ang The paiat
wa, Cooper concluded, " severe woube.” Ho esimatd tht s
Rodgers ok et cr of e, b would e omly snaeryer
“Theprognois had le effect o S, To e docio’s ismay.
e was up the very nex day. insisting ht e el i and showing
vy ncotion of going o sage thl nighi, aguig tat The Show
Mt Go . But tht was e e than allgane 10 ctch hrse,
and hardly chaacteisic of s hrdenedresis e immie Rodgers. To
e sore. s s of profssonlismofe ket hir p nd i when
ater men would have cropped. Bt the real motes behind what
oter s s cavale dirgandfo bis et wer Gcpersnd more
undamental roed i whatmay iy b emed S rgic sense
of e, unspoken bt clely acted pon. Ealy in the couse of his
isease, Rdgers hd acepied s condions and the ceriny f is
et ot he s cqaly certin ha b woold ot meet i crining ox
craling, nor did b vt 1 live out s dying in he sckroom
Smosphere of s, epd oseum, hot e botle, s
Chcr 4w s i he s ht desth would some s e It .
anyie b gave i 1o i, b by simply imorin the spctr he could
ok i ong enough g his ok done. Poorad ks, e had
Chosn o3¢t i e owned he word: o, dying, e ot 1o v,
“The o vas, in some espcts. symptomtic of he discse
il pter of ehavior et Rodger shred with e sufeersof
ueralosis. When apie bailder Cecil Rhodes Icared tha he was
ying o, he shugged ofthe advic ofhisdotors s rdouble
wokload Chekbov, who ab did of the disease, was himsef 3
rined physician: he scadfaly refused 0 dagnos his own condition
ot he knew i was, prteding i 0 b nly i nispiion.
Similar ractions were reported in case afler case. Becase of the
progresion egrssion rogrssion paten o the discase, the paint
Ty b ill o doy 3 scem mch improved the e, ihough is
Condition s slways n 3 gnerldownard il Insny event, 4 was
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As he sy s, Pol Englih was one of fhe more st nd
progressive cnceprenurs i his eld. Sl i his thicics. he'd spend
o of is adut M i show husines, axd hd froied his own
company since 1920, A i of Bistl, Teancsee, cowncdenially
e very o here Rodgen' prfesion] carerhad el ot
. Engah vas st of Colonel W. 1. Swai's famboyant
opeaton, where he'd. eaned ot pich baseball an he show's
amteur e, nd har somehatseadiercous han e b,
raticod Colone By th mid-1920she Pe English Plyers—-The
Show with . Millon Ficnd”—had hecome 3 populr vorite
{hroughout h S, The Deprssion wouldevenally deal Enlisha
g e, bt his contbutions 0 he b bot cluraly vl hisory
of tat sepenoite wee sgnifcan, Fo a ew sbor yan i the e
Toenticsand ey Thiries b h e equls a3 urveyor of pogolar
enerainment, sad b justly deserved s epusion o having e
et and cleanet show in the bosiess”

By 1920, ahough the national cconomy was sl booming, cen
e st et shows were i dul 10 compes st radio
and alkin pictres. For Enlish, siging Rodgers 3. i salary s
Something of an ¢t o desperaion,for he'd heen forced o cat back
adicaly on aier pars of the show. As Ailoard repore,

Pt Eaglish b e i sghs” somehr i st e, ind
b el i prsnt s sl s st s, e
i e conon. e bt i conpaty whkh s g
i s l ko e, o a1 KO e h
exson even, sparely, with Kodgesshoud]. gl b dspoced
i e s e e b rers A e
oy orchst o s rsin s, Misage gl s
Bt ot s s g i, 3 o e o o






index-306_1.png
[y —— 1m

1920s and 30, i you di't have i, you ke somcone who i
My flherseldes st died o 1, and o of i broer sufeed
bl suvived, thanks o medicl sdvance during World War 11 5.
Saitoiums doted the couny, ad evry commanty had 4 invalid
“lnger” or two, laking slon the sreets o nesed awey i & back
bedroom. 1 emembe, (rom chdhood, 3 ll, gunt man ramed
Thcodors John Heny Gss, whom everyone caled Thee, with  soft
. sred beind th tech. Thee Gass was dianly eed. by
mariage o my mother's e of the mil,and wlh i e st
Scravny chidren v i iy heetoom shack (b clings o (w0
f e rooms were 50 low it Thee could't sandup siright e,
and everyon laughed about that) acoss the road from my rand
fber's farm, where The reted 3 quanr.secton o haricribble
coton and. For years The had had T.B. and was, among uschilden,
n fem of minor criosty. Atboogh he worked n te feld 320
Secmed otheraise normal (4 Wit dense and solid), ¢ family
ateings th dishes he e from were st e sy e bod,
and we were wared, privtely, 1o 0 touch him o ge (00 o, AS
i e progrssed, 1 s nd slowed o et the shack they ved
. or, mlly even o crossthe roud 1 play with his ks whenener |
Visied my grandprens. At l brough e ot Texassommer of
1944, T Gas lay dying i tat gloomy, airkcs sack, i he one:
room in which, i he could ave 1ood p. he mighthave raised N
head without toaching te celin. In igh August the eighboing
Famerscame oplow nd ly by hscop.ad he wormel gthred
St noon in my Eradprets yrd to spead cinnr benesth te e,
Jesy Chinsecims. Saying race,the couny precher g dowa hrd
and quoted.from Romans 6 ~What shll we say ther? Shall we
conine i sin hat race may sbound? God forid.How shll we,
{hat are dead s, ive ny longe here? . For the wages of s
8 dest, ot the it of God i el e He spoe o those.
fimes “hen i s down somow,” 1nd veryons Knew. that tha
llsion was ot 10 the Bl but 10 Jimmie Rodgens: nd from the
Seque 103 Bles” the prescher concuded s afering withwhat
e for b s most comorting (1 inocuous) ines— st sy i
your mind you roubls you've frgo,good oldcometmen s 0ng.
{0 help you 3 o, in the name of Jesus Chris we pray.” The soft.
Methodis “amens” mummured scross the . shmmering s, A
monthor s e they brid Thee Gass, and o the wy ome ffom.
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sy in P sndRodger's oniclly itos dciion o e
ik ccompaniment o he et esons. O ot il weay oy
ey wakd v .call s el o vy o and i
e Rer hokd ke i bt cors s hd s
e s e o el e iapone o " sy
ey

Whevr the crcumstances that detcmined b shouk 0 it e,
Inmis o peiomances e U sague Socgh nd o
oo e o, W egen o Wedneiy. Moy
Ve oo 5 153 Ext 4 s, Al e o Tt e,
i ey crry. o e ol g, st work i
i e e nodls e shori, ad oo v
fisen o “Barloot las” (e 1 “Boe Yo No- 17 o he
dnvin oo t-Cow Hani' s R.” Even sch i
Drcaming wih Tears in My Eves” snd "' e fom te Chin
G N el by he s fion of s ad o
v Roden's i S

Tt doysof o, Sreots o n o ko, e e i
b, oppd ff by e sy o “Yodeling Ny Wey Bk
Tiome” s Women ke Fon ot of M”10 il by
Onrci nd rled e Jimme Roden” Lsk B odks Thne
5 were Bl o the e he'd lnned 0 ke, and whie s canl
Tcaa ight e vl dstinfuh e sy o s i ot
on i st G s s g 10 . On s ol of
ks ey s sl o i e cp. i o s
on one . By v (1e's revr comng e of ‘Bl
Bl aheng I 3ol e and mor o id e g, The
il vas that Roiets wes s 1o pro s M g were
Tl s ke wilh i byond e, h st of
oy s st o g 1 deprsc £unbie o sy sive
i ok wa e A e cnd o he o oy, drin hichhe
rid 10 recupeste by alemaing in the s wib B Lown's
Crehis, Bt vas 0 sk < b 10 e cumd i 3 o

Somchi. o Ps 124 Onentln fond rmelves by i
e s 3 h b il e eap e o el
penc he v e e 0o e e of e
s o whlecs o, supersion of e sesions had b e
s 0 Frd Mt 3 Vit s, Mo sl o
o Rodges contion Vaich o o with Bon Gilmrs. o s
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than doubled it dolr vome, s it some 70,000 rcte il of
e ack during e 1880's slone. I was e ot the golden e of
Tailoading in Amercs, 3 tme whe th vry natre 1d st of .
ation was being ransformed by he mer fct ht waler Beed it
e oceupie 11600 times s originl spac. From his simple bt
ineicapablc pysia aw came the et wiling,clunging ocomatives
and the v rlls of “high o hat seched away o nowhere
but comncted he whole county. From i to0 came the clatring
elegraph, th wate tanks and ingerrend sations. e soabolary
Coow-atcher,” “de-po."“caboose,”"cight-wheclr’. ad. evia
I, 3 new brsd of men, whote v were sivled only (4 bty
by svrboat pilts and couboys s models of fee and epic
propartons, of romance snd ndvidulism, e profssionls. Many
Joungsters sl yeam o fy. but what bo today raly deams of
rowing p o b an iline apin—or, o tht e, of engicering.
n Amink disel?

“Th rapid growh of the MO, coupled wih Misssippi's eavy
ain and hiling i, mean ply of ok o hse il 0
e setion crews. v thouph i s hrd bor doe with pick and
scoop ad crowbar, wih te tongs and twelv.pound spike maul, or
cage country boys ik Auron Rdgers i wascasir on body d spst
b llowing e and oldbosrd low up and down he Alsbuma
clay s, I the wages wer no pprecialy beter they were o fest.

Asron Rodgers was a willing and amitions worker, i st wih
i s, perhag, and possssed of an I tempr. bt generaly
aregarious Tkesbe felow who ot along with he men on he secton
crew and made fiends casly. He alsohad, i the vemacola o the
lime, 4 quick eye fo the s and s cile of scquainancs n
Meriin soon ncuded s number o locs belle, Amng then vt
sixceyear o Elza Bozeman, whose aher s  famer ad man
of some means in the rus Pine Springs community  few mies
noneasc of Meridian

“Th Bozeman. o0 may ssue, were & g or o p e sl
ladder from the ed <lay bumblcec-coon exiscnce ou of which
Auron Rodsers hd come. AL et thei istry i bt chroniled,
{anks el 10 he lfors of the Reverend Joseph W. Bozeran
DD, who in 1885 compied and publichd an infomaive, i
somewhat scatcred and cxbean, account of the. family. As &
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Fighting like  Lion

Menionsong clld T.B. Bues” oday, nd most people i you 8
riflook of e, ollowed by siggers and curious shakes of the
e, Boy, what those ol Hlliliscoudn' ik of! The noion
of  prominen cteraner sngig sbout the disase that was Nllng
imespecially  disase so 0 fshioned, ldicrous, and disgusing
a4 bereloss—sikes them 36 & b liers (and pthetc) sick
ok, on the macabre orde f, say, Nat King Cole huskily wabling
Some mery dity sbout ung cancer
Only  gencraion or w330, tberclois was  very el and
oninary occuence. At e tum ofte centryup 0 90 pecen of he
‘American sdul populton had been sflced it it  some e, 4nd
5Tt 5 1950 i s il e g aus of death among Americans
e the ages of 15 and 34" Sopevalent was abercuoss i he
inccenl century that 1 s ot oy domesbesed 1o everyday
Tife—cuphemized s “consumption” or “phisis” bt 1o delzed
into something of an sestht foce majure, ghing s 0 the
{radiion o faning ladis and pal, fusidious pots. To many i vas
“he disase of geni”. K, Shelley. Elbeth Baet Bowning,
he Broté isrs, Chopin, Bz, Paganii, Emeron, Gauuin,
Destocky, Thoreau, and Sicphen Crane all had i, 2 6 dogensof
other prominent fgurs. Bot 50 4 huded housad essr morials
‘hoconrcied it . el of ving in flhy sl ol hoels 4
(oling lon bours i bad weater, deprved of proer food nd ealth
care—conditons rrely conducive to producng norks of genis o
ey, Tuberclois pentaed to all levels of soit. 1n the
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meribers o he Rodgers famly was that she and Jimmie had i fct
Separted ome tme caier. Jmmie reporcly e o bis btk
Tulmage from New York, tlling Tal that e inend (0 retam (0
Mendian when th rcoring esion was fshed and I whaever
s eftof i e thre, “wayfom that woman. ™ I secu lausile
1o sssume 3 compex. sombination of these circmsances, w0 1o
conclde tht whie they wer o longer el lse Jimmic himset
Tound sgreabie eason o vl ithoot s wie durin hee s o
months, not merely bcauseof any mutal sty but o 0 pure
e, e could that st grim scen which b knew was mminent

Simnic nd s Bedell et Galvsion sboard te 5. 5. Mohak
drng the second week of May and arived in New York on My 15
Whea Rodgersshowed up a he offces of Southen Musie the ext
oy Peer was shaken by his haggard sppesrance ad the cbvioly
advinced s of s lcss Accompanying him back 10 the Hoel
Tat (fomery the Manger, Jmie’ cusiomary stoping lace). Pet.
S 10t he ingr e 1 bed 015 oy o o befoe ey
staed recodin. He asigned one of i afice rployees, a young
Mexica boy named Casto, 4 4 sort of o e 10 help Mis Bedel
ook e Rodgers i e sded more whiskeyor hatnot 5 st
Pt i

“Throughout is peforming carer beganing with E. T. Corzens
and 3. R, Nine bk in Febrary. 1928 o0 of the conining
pirsdores imolved Peer' repeatd efors 10 ecord Rodgers with
gt sccompaniments, despte he fac that it had becn
simnie's singola, bghly idividsl syl whic s strcid Peer 1
wll 3 e ecor-buying public. EXcept for  fow happy accidnts
‘hen Jimmic andone or snother srtch band somehow pickd up o
cach xhe—the Lot Atz dat immeditly comes o mind,
long Wi th sdes rcondd in A n October 1928t Bloe
Yoler's srongest, most memoraleprformapces had been sl Vet
forevry sesion fe h it tw, some motley ot o osicins s
assemibled 0 sccompuny i aihogh Jmmie avarably found ways
10 inlude his owt slo cuts lon th way). Rodgrshad sunginely
aceptd il sometimes even ounding o the musicians himsel,
Pecs bbestand i the et of slling ecords Bot e was never
completly e with s bockup roup 3 bt t s  discomfr,
worst  sevre sain. Moreove, i cost money. Now. wiheveryone's
inances badly strtchd. that ostertion probably veighed most
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scmed 1 ecover  bi.He acepeed an naion, loag with et
cast members, 1 Vst he couny st o F. 5. Walea, owner of
e umous Rabbit Foot Minsrl, 1 sct immie had ot sdmired
in his own day a5 3 wandering and uckless rubadowr

Despie near exhaustion ad heprecarious st f s uberulosis,
Rodgesshowed no ntenion of Iting up. Vicorhadrekasd ll bk
e of the sides he'd recoded, and he company was clamoring or
mor 0 repac the dwindin Suppy. Pece wiredhim with pas o
ncthe reconding ssson, 10 begin Febrary 21 in New Yok, 104
Rodgers was already amanging o leave Engli  week arly inorer
1o make the . From Vicksburg he wrte i owdy uncle,“RawT
Boaeman, in New York,coclosng bis chedule fothe coming weeks
it the otation, “am laving for N.Y.C. Fb. 18 10 make more
Records. Stoping s the Roosevet Hotel tere

‘Afer Vicksurg the company Junped 0 Merdian. There, in
addiion o his rgular performances, immie ook on te exra i of
pesonal appeances and astograph sesions esch aferoon at the
ometoun music siors. Subjeced to persisient i and cod every
day, s codition quichly worsend. Sl b shrugsed of ll e
o' et him 10 est o tke cae of himsel, tooghing t trough e
ghly shows with shots of whiskey. His udiences saw only his
Junt, Rappy g0 acky sde 25 he toied out i wire acked drugstore
Chie and b v Matin i, proped up i ot broke o
pin, and el yodeled thei bl away. Bot backstag the crew
otcd Rodgers iting n the hai mor ofen tha o, yodeing s
and s, brething b, oting i erformancen shortr snd shorter
He et i chieonsage when the curain wen down 4nd came off
sk i cold sweat, sl grinning bt working hard for contol over
he fever n his veins and the rasping ache n his s

Somchow he lated for four days, deermind pot 1 et the
Homelolks down. He was wsed 1o he fevr, but by Fiday the
congestion nd plcrsy were s bt any rethdecer than i
AN causd ubearablechest pain. That aeroon b ot throgh he
avograph pay atF A Hulet & Son Fuitare Co., went down ohe
o or the evening show, eached his dressing room, ad smply an
outof breth. Blacking ou, b gropd for 3 cha and fll ovr .

"Tothe cast ofcharaces i hs heghiening drama wer now sided
. Cooper, BillBruner, and Horato Aler. D Coopr loked o the
colapi 5 something of 3 mixed blesuin. Al s it would heep
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1oy againfour years Ltr, 4 S Rodgersbecae one o thie
moe ardent supportr.

Sometimes sccusd of lcking 3 polcal sance in tht crucsl
period of natonal uphesval, Rodges s in fut  thoroughgoing
emocrat, i he broadest s ofthe . 1 his sl comciousncss
Iocked sophsication, it was sl the more mens and unequivocl, &
product of instint and herkage,and oved i i simpl dictm that
“The underest dog i ot 2 g00da | 3m—and ' jut 2 god as e
{oppestdog.” He st it price and wit modesy, and e e by t
evouty. Like most people. he hud e time or we for abstrct
heorie o government o hiheve polcal maneering, nd (ke
many et voir) be may have sometims confsed siyle wih
Subtane, 3 n e cas f the Fergsons. A he same e s casy
1o undrstand why Jimie. lon Wil housands of e Texans, was
atrcted to the wily, chllint P Fergoon and b plain bt Joval
Wile, Who'd become 3 moler fure for many in e s The
Fergisons were fo the common. man, hey nsisied, and f hey
acully i T for him Igiiely, hey at east put on a good
Show, ook i mindof i roubles, 1 alloned b he stissction
offtin tht one of theis own was ruming hing. 1 s sk worth
otin that Ma Ferguson riginlly cteed polies as an ani-Kan
candidtlrgely 3 polica mancur tat was neer sced opon
ecause e overtthrt o th Klanhad mclicdsway). bt ons which
ey dlinetes the poshion of th Fergson camp on 3 il e
Andhe lank inthe Ferguson latform may baveHadspecil sppal 0
Rodgers. thee pevions adminsieatons wee amous.and, sangly
cnough, widel popular—for (e browd e of excuive clemency for
convicted felon. Jimmie may have seen n i some hope fo his
end Ray Hall i whose a5 h ha ken' gmuin ierst. Insny
even. be followcd the_campagn svidy. “Well I'm boping Ma
Furgeson gets leced Govoee of th St of Texs,” he ot 19
Poer. “Looksprty god fo her et Hi pedicto did 1ot hld:
M was besen by Ross Stein,  Houston il man and concor,
although she would reum (wo yeas e o cke cut o ore vitory.
By that time Jimmie Roders was caeely inany condion o concern
imselt abou polics.

‘Athough Roders e to giv everyone the mprssion tht he'd
one back 0 Kerile 1 est s et mproved, e here was
arly es hectc tan perfoming on the o, n e yar since Blue
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s i et iy, B pla o el e cxumple of i
rnd, ol W. 1 S, 4 sk b e 4 th e

“The wisdomof is choie of modesremained 0 b e Swainwould
£0 undr, 1. bt i 1 doubil tht snythin sould have ssved et
rep. 0 was simply n idea whos time bad psed

Meanwhi, the Pail Engish Plyers wee by geting he 1929
season underway. Among he act, In biiton 10 Rodgers and
comedin Happy Gowland, were the ovely band, blled s “Happy
Conk's Kentcky Buddie”, Eva Thomas,° i bles siner” and .
woukt-be rconding anis mamed Buddy Baker, (Bakr evenally
madeseveral sides o Victor, only two of which wee releseds nthe
Engsh show he sl doubid 4 3n ctor) The fetred plays vere
advetied s “all new” and ncodod such il s “The Elder Brote,
“Some By, Why Wives Worry." "Keep o the Righ,”“Conpas
fonae Mariag,” ad & modern verson of tat 0d sape cheson,
“Ten Nighs n 3 Bar Room."

“The show opend s os four in Gullpr, Misissips, durin e
second weck n Jamary. Despie bad wethr,acrampe ot and it
compeiion from dog race, the takies, and George B Winr's
populr musica show Rio ia, which was laying day-and-dte,
Enlish box offie tumed awsy more an 4 huned people and
rossd seers hudred dollars on he opening concert e sl
Nthough the incement westher contined, the company reporcd
oo husinss” roughout e wesk. Rodgrs4nd ier member of
e cat wer invied to do  thiry i brodess over e ol
o ston, WGCM.

“The company' debutnJcksonthe fllowing week waspagued by
mor i, bt the show broke s previous aendance record n the
e capial: rosing over $1,000 o opening g, i he weck
it took in that much on the concen sne. Hesvy downpours
hroughou h next week, i Vicksurg. dampened everyone' s
and ot box o recepts o merly i T hd come down
it b cod n Jackon and couk' s 1 ek i e was sk
o 1 sufer rom he sicady gind ht had hudly sk
since helft Washngion the previoussummer. As s, he secmed
\oaly oblivious 0 his heslth d nver el suinton o, skoogh
several membersof the rowpe s tat he was i roule and some-
fimes barly able 10 5 on. Near the e of the Vicksurg sand b
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e uncral 1 remerber my madher, who sometines worked 1 e
o the docor i o, alkin shost e i caled spiomycin
Bt would cue therclois”

U1 tht e, reatment of 5. had amounied ol mor han
“rs” and hat was someing which Jimie Radgen sermed
consittonlly incapsble of. Consianly lagued i e ups 1
Calfonis, he'd gone back o Kerrvill with the ot of remaning
bere indeel, complecly imacive, watl he'd accomplsbed
amolberofhisseemingly mirculov “recoveres.” A few weeks aflr
i et i e Jly e sured Pece ha L hve b gting s of
Rt since 1 got home,” even though s It teems with ews of
el doings (e wis acive n b Ik and Masons). 3 7p
Galveston o e the Bthing Besutis ad il st of prfesiona!
matir. includin aangemcats o havig i ongs sore, ivances
aganes royltis. andthe possblity hat Coloel Swai s 500 10
St M for iy grand " "2 D it afrid f e, sid immic:
confdenty.) Ther 5 lso & ot of pprciation for  case of his
favorte whiskey which P hd arranged o havebroughtn El P
and waling for Jimic on his way bome from Hallywood.*

In August Jimmie and 4 group f is Kervillebusdiestveled o
Breckemndge, nesr Fort Worh, 1o tend 3 policl rlly and hear
exGoveror James . Fecguion speak in' bebll of i wii's
Canddacy o the St ighest office The Fergusons contied 3
Iong and colorul,if ot always glorios,rdion i Texas ol A
vagu neopopolis il  minor et for emagoguer. P Ferguson
wasnevrtelssamastte polician who had complished consider
e reform during i i trm o ffice bk before the Gret Wor.
Al somathing of n opprtsist, e made any e and cretc
widespread conrovesy. In 1917, 2 3 st of 3 heatd bt wit e
‘niverity of Texas ad charges tht he'd scepted payots rom e
rewing industy he was imeached and proibied fom ever dgsin
oing st offce. Undetre, he cered i wie 35 camdidte i
the 1928 clecton and Ma Ferguson rose (0 sudden ooty 3t
Stae's st wornan overnoe. Paof coursc coninued 1 un e i,
ot bl Fergsons aind grat popolarty amors the rnk 3 fe
ho saw them s champions fthe e man” 4nd who, in e o
of one historan. “equaed commondity wih rel derracy i
profesed o e social vlo in being common a5 3n 0 shoc.
Defese i the o fox 8 it i 1936, h Fepsons dosded
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asitan, and xplined the siuation, rging that urther sesions be
postponed. When Gilmors phonsd Rodgers st is hotl. however,
Jimmie asard i hat e'd b fine afer 4 day's st and asked that
e Satrday sssion be held as plamed. Gillmre sequisced and
Jimmi, e t his word, maraged 0 thow up in the sfcmoon 1o
cond “The Yodeling Ranger” and “0ld Pal of My Hear” even
hough b was s0 wesk tat e had 0 be given a sy chaie 1
propped up with pillos before the microphone. When e session
nded, Gilmore veoed the e ofcontinuing on Monday and e
har Jimmie ake 3 few das off befoe tey i 1 resume.

Restles and impatent despte his s, Jimmie agreed only
reloctanly. Gilmoresuggested it e lsve o fo 3 sy o wo. 1.
Rodgers decided hat 3 short ip o New England might do him
o0 Therehecoukd ks dosome addiionl work on e matra he
S0 Peer had v up t i the twche sides thy'd apesd on

“Th buk o this materal hd come from othes somguirs, o by
o immie's own esources, lvays meage and spoty, wer Toly
depleied. e had o cocy o the ok amyy. Becse of e s
usnes's me-honored prcic of e cuin, Rodgen eceived
compose credit, in whole or in port for (e of the twlve numbrs
ecorded during the 1t sesion:, bt n fc he s only minimally
{avolved n compoving even th thresongs for which b receved e
credi. Alhough Jack Nevile's name sppesred on “Missispp: Dl
Blucs,” it was srstched from the Iy sheets of “Buclot Bhes”
similry. someone named Ara it was gl responsbe for“Con
Hand' Lt Ride” ot ecivedcrdit oy on e gnal-sue bl
“Drcaming with Teas in My Eyes” oiginsied with Waldo O'Nes,
and Ray Hll hd writen “The Yodelng Ranger back i 1931 n
occasion of Jimmic's honocary ndoctionno the Tewas Rangers. Hall
and otersconributed verses o the Blue Yode (iteenth and st
e srie) which Jimni knew a5 “Women Make  Fool ot of Me.
Elic McWilams undoubedly had  hand inYodelng My Way Back
Home”fo Rdges had becn working on i since s Washngion
days. when xta verses egan 1 evlve ot of “Brakeman's Blucs”
(onginlly subiled “Vodeln the Blues Avay”) “01d Pa of My
Hear. " succssulimiation of My O Pa.” cue from John
Mason, nother amatea source ke O'Neal i, Hal, 1nd Wattr
Ryan, who helped compose “Someubere Down blow e Dixon
Line>






index-198_1.png
Aupu—Decomer. 1926 m

eplcin the o songs i he ct, 0 of course i the Crescent
ity be sing My Lile 01 Home Down n New Orkans.” o the wild
approval of the crowd. Up 10 this poin he'd sieried mong the
oanf, mndoln, and_gutar in pesoml appearances but now
audinces wanted o bt e sound ey kaew o i o, e
egan o e the gutaralmost excusvely: He il i o 0
o and then and realed isenes with stores of his days 3 3
cinman, but“The Singing Brakeman scmed oo mkh 3 noely
asociated with the plehor o “singing waes,”“singing esenger
boys” and “singng secreaics” (et was cven a “ining grve-
g who wer flocking 10 show busies n thoe day. The (g
implied an amasr, some. modeaely alened workogiaa who'd
merely el heJob for 3 while 1o warble 5 few rote. Honene vagoe
and iconsisent Rodger' image of hinsef might hve been. he
cetinly saw himsel i more prfessional tems thon that
Jimni’spapulriy i New Orlesns 5 et o by 3 e icture
sread it Sunday Times Picayune that Tsurd i pomincndy.
e in bosiness it an fedors nd crading his new Weymann
. i photo was sumounded by profesional poses o Dolores Del-
Rio Jean Hershl, Chares “Buddy” Rogers, ad b o mames
‘o s or st were Paying ntown (h week  An e i
the New Oricans Saes was accompanied by photo o i i i
bow e and black bowler* Headlnes esd Jimmie Rodgers Topn
Loew's Bill in Bl Yodelng” nd 1500 & Weck Saay for Oreans
Brakeman * Duin the week b was a gt Tolne Urioersy's
Sid Liner Clu Banavet at the Jung He, where e s seversl
Song and eceived 3 sanding ovtion. A inoter s, s dresing
oo a the S, on th comer of Caral 4ad Rumpa, was pckes
i wel-wishrsand ld e, srong ther he e o,
in bighposiions nd ow, whom e'd Known i his day - boomer
brakie He hosed what mousied 103 Roting ope howe, wih he
crowd divdin s me betwee he tester and i s . I
e ity where only e yaes el e b walked he st gy
a0t of work, e was very naly the st o the 0w, Prolamed
e Timer-Picayne, “Amerc'sfamoussinge ad yodle of ‘D"
Sons, Jimmie Rdgers, econding st beadins 4 al o vie.
Ve progrum at Locw's e theser tis wek, 4 those famila
it i singing hll s sppearance s one o he pable vt of e
cumed sesson.” In another sory the paper bserved that i music
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repore it ad been by fa the st sellin econ v mde o
Victor™— satement which. desie the sog's consierable -
ces, can oy be explained a0 wihiol thking, fetarment 0 his
feion fo the numbr.

On the scond dy Jimmie workedskone i he s (0 ecod o,
takes of “itol Pckin Papa.” n eranig b of bowdy rentered
Wil innocent god cheer. Th approach was a el raural on.
Charccrisic o the inpish i Rodgens, with s sl oy harm
and sy rownupgrin. As he 19dCare, I ey Ik you whenyou'e
i, they I frgve you when youre avghty 2 Whie his rvldry
s ety mild by e sandads, s e undoubely od s
impact o the ncresin feedom andopennesswhich country s
now cnjo in deling wih subecs at were, in the past, only
Cupherstialy hinied ot or eiely forbidden

Afe“Pistol Packin” Paa.” ROJEes s unble 0 ssts the e
ha e st o imsel the st dy: e soon seted o a casier
rouine o fermoon sesions in whichh would record oy one o o
umbers. v et e he wa aing himsef,and occasionaly he
1 mis day o wo o the st der 0 st up. Sl oner s
period of lmost hce ek e gamelykep comi bck,deermined
1o complete wat he'd underaken

On Juy 5, sccompanid only by Melaie on sandard guiar, he
econdd bis eresting variation n “S.James nfmry.” renimed
“Those Gambler's Blues. one of several oler s onally
stached 1ot song. Bolh S James Infirmary” and “Those
Gamibler's Blues” had been the subiet of mach ligaion; nly 3
month carir & New York Appellate Cou hd ld ht ethr s
i public domain bt n fct nad been copyrighicd by Mills Mosic
Company. ARboughthe coun sdmited ha - Gamblers Blues is 10
o gt song of the Souther slums.” thers were enjoined from
ingcter e o any siir . Jost why Pec allowed Rodgers
10 recond i s unknown-—pparenly e was simply wnaware of the
lega compication—bot Soathern Music procecdd sighiaway 1o
egiicr i 5 n “arngement” and the s was fornatly ever
e by the el copyright hokers. As i e case of other ongs,
Tt Per-Southern foios credicd “words and sk by e
Rodger™

‘Sometime arty in his ecoding caree, possbly s  rsul o he
s of working it vrous secompaits, Rodges had egun
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ha il gl and his blldog were the oy ones be really loved "
Kby, s dasgver by S, w shoon s ind: bt he d ever
el nown he, nd he was confdent hat ' be in ood hands
il er moter, fo Stlls wat 3 survivor f there ver s on.
Carie 1o, would mange:the dupes in San Anonio was pad o,
and she oulddepend omhe amilyfor el i 1 was e But b
W mor or A, some ssarane it the would never sffrhe
uncenaiie of hisown childhood, that she would grow up wi 31
et he genee advantages e'd been able o provide p 0 tha .

0 disurbed N alo-tat e s home had become icreasingly
et and disorderd, st by s profcssional e and now by his
‘Worsening heakthand fequen hospllzatons. e nd Coric hod
leady et best o send A of 0 b randarents i Merkdin o
iish (e schoo year, and concen for his dughier’s welfre Wi
added 10 Jimmies wories oer money problems. Just eeing e
Hiving cons wa n creasing borden (e o, period of vty
sinc e previous sumimer his royaies hd hadly een sufcien 0
iy cormenthouschold bills,and o medica xpense and terdes
e piling p. Mis. Bedes service lone cot i e dola 3
oy pls er expenss,a substaial sum at hat e, Assts o b
Pl yeaswererpiiybingdrind svay,and hee wa.of cure,
o question o nsurance. By the e he'd e sbie 0 sfod ary.
o company would i 3 iy

A oot this e Jimmie head from i old fricnd Billy Terel
‘ho s n Pdocah, Ketucky,gamely ying (0 make g0 of is 0
<D show o mough te Missupi Valley.* Terel's st thice
Sssonshad esled n hesvy owes, 3 the scumolted debs 1nd
Contining poor busingss were gwening Kim wilh Bankrupicy
Despie headvanced st of i lnes and s own il woris,
i wired Teel immedisly. “Am coming o1 fa 3
(Cadillc can make . Pt nevery chai aviable.Charge 75¢ o o
s, S0 resrs. S0¢ concen. Wire when open.” Not witkot
misgivins, Terll fllowed fminctons and on opeing mght
received what he calld “the big hl of my e when the boss
Canvasan reored, long befor showtie, hat the et s ull 350
ey sn i up snd down the sidealks.” Said Terl e, e,
simmie ang and palled me ou of 3 bud pace.”

Rodges pad a high pie fo such selfcsncs; the mediom of
exchange was ot merly oy, bu i irneprabie damage o b
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Brchemide, Tex., 28
Munkipl Avtiorom, Dals, Tex.. . 2

Okuboma Ciy, Ok Fob. 3

Univrsity of Okabo ik Howse, Nomwan, Ok, Fob. 3
College Audtocum, Crickuta. 0K, Fh 3

Comemion Hal. At OV, ob. 3

sl wascompiled withthe st of Wil Roges, .. and B
s o the Wil Roges Metoral Comison, wioe vl ey 1
ity scknowiedgd. Rodgers gronbly e i s i o
Sl more oy 4 movd g sonbest Okaboms 4
s, ot i presncs oo b Gl sbished ot F. . A
g with Wil Rogers were s so, Wil r.. o chmpon roper
s By, and aviorFrak Haike. Varous s spesed
e Show n i iy, i o t et cne cxcon— i Dalae ey wre
i byt s evees qar, s of w1 s o

W. 1L SWAIN SHOW COMPANY
v, 1931

ol s Souh Tews, Sep

Bractdtsad lces nkoan. Solecidence i i s n il
oSt 5, gt “Rodgers s sl et of e show.” T
i’ presnd 10 have b il e, i w0 wiks Rdhee
5 ack i el reing 4 tendn 1 b s s e
e Grge s s

SKEETER KELL AND 1S GANG
e 1950 Mar 1952

Luliag, Tex. Jan. 2530
Son Ao, Tex, e, 1Mo, 5

Rodgenspreseoe foc e San Ao stand s o b cofind. Do
s P v i 1o Dl o 3 ek g s of oiing s
il Wi s o i e o KMAC i S Ao,

e may v ppered sl it e Kelsho i ol ity
M, Varions et el e o i s coune o 5 sy
i avion 1o R, ey e o e Holly Desnond, Tess
Ao s et Wik Wes oy, s o M, ol R
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ek i slry confinemet o ong perkods, HallGid ot know that
e incan i s o on i way 1o fame s Americ's Boc
odeler, bt e sent o 3 et to Rodgers, addened 1o Bilbourd.
hoping for amy knd of Suppot b could gt from the. utside >

Jimaic never frgot a ae o fc, ad he remerbered ok only
Hall bt e songs thy'd sung forcach her i e Reno Avenue dive.
When he received Hals lee in nid-1929, be'd ben bsy wih
econtingdats, e RK-O tur,and 3 hndred thr mates: bt he
Had wired Hall mmediely. promisiog o help i any way he coud
and seking Hal, i the meanime, 1 send i whteer song maeris
e migh come up with Hallesponded witha vesion of “Moonlight
and e At ht stae, sccording o Hal i was a st o cowboy
Sang” don 1 the e f Litle Mo-Hee” ar “The Lass  Mohee
s on had oved 0 hea my own dea moter sing e I
Termory days." Jimmie reped that he waned a“convitson, ke
he one Dalhart did.™ Hall, aing out over th 1 brick s of
Hunsvil's cenral unit—kpown. approprsely cpough, simpy 35
Wl doubt found bl singulay quaiied o 1)t
reqest

“Th second version, ssetially the one ecorded, resched Jimmic
Shorly s was added 10t rowing stack of materal i is s, 0
e pulled out and put o fal shape the (ollowing summer in
Hollywood. Acing independeny. Hall ent 4 copy 10 the U,
‘Copyigh Ofc: s copyright wa egiscred on Ot 25, 1929 5
10 wasony he beginnin of o andcompliccd.f oftn dorant,
legal sugsle hat has na yet bcn resoled.

"Wl “Moonlght 3nd Skie” s mard by 3 e ragd s (A
robbery we planned So decded o star). s populary s sty 10
accoun for. Albough hardly inonal, e Hal Rdgers colabor:
thon melded 3y with srong suibioaphical iy (0 both
Compose and performer. Th s’ sry of il Blackc, he
empted robery. Blackies st (it Shot hrough his bt
i s v cnsing. capure al closly parale the accoun of vt
happened 1 Halin Wichi Flls, A he son ha s privie sppal
a5 well 1o Rodgers. who eally did hve " sweethear - back 900
Oklaborn, ot far rom Shawoee"™bis nwly dscorered duughicr.
Lik the i in e son, she may el hav bscsched e fther ot
1o lsve e a st i i ow imaginaton). Oly 3 few moihs e
the December elase of “Mooalight and Skis,” Rodgers 0l &
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At 1932y 1933 s

carin for show businesspeople,aspecillythose with 5., and she
S e nly ctered o professionlpeope. Jimmie s 3 ouper
in her yes. They wer quite o par

M. Bedell soon had her hands fll The ot he coukd b
frely long enough o sue is o rders, Jimmic hd insisted
e otygen e belaken awey,and e quicly found al sorts of ways
10 ety the o-vior e, Soon he for s alive with o o
uddis, show business rends, and random willwishers. He cvn
found 4 way 1o smaggl in i Boston tildog, Micky, who was
adoped a5 2 mascon by the s and sl despie h havee he
crated. Jimmie himself received much the same tetment, nd he
recprocated by plying and singin fo the oler patits and thie
Visors whenever he had enough sength.

Bily Bukes wenk p 10 sce him and found Jinmie in 3
Philosophicalmood. I don' give 3 dar how mch moneyyou ot
‘yourpocke” e old Burke. 11 you ol ot  dolla,ad you wanta
ek and ek cots ol —boy i It wa an st hthod
Changed e from e days wher he was an mcuious ruloader
speding. losnin. o gving away his weekly peycheck and trsing
Bk would s i trough. B of couse this was more tha
merely ' cconomic apnion, 1 was lso Hmmic Rodgerr's cre:
enjoy e while you can, apd It the el ke the hindod

I March  nw President oo e, g the ation thatll s
1o fear was fear el Franklin D. Rooseve had b cected on his
promise of s new desl o the Ameican people,” and s mre than
e years of deadening Depesion the Anmcrica peple responded
Wl s e and cnersyPerhaps his new atonl st afected
Timaie Rodgers, oo i iy have somehow resiored i faith and
iven im the wil 10 Javehissckbed o st ime nd e 0 the
‘work he had no inished. Bt cven when he'd managed o convince
e doctr o eease i from e ospal, i ad concerms et
han nationa polies nd kg range recovery programs. Time was
running out.For i there w0 long range anyhing, o e el
oo well.

"Despic th freewhecing sévice be'd iven Billy Borkes, by this
e Rodges wis woied shou th s o his Aances. Money did
o mean much o him personally—it neve hd, relly—but now e
s increasiogly anxious sbout_those e would leave. b,
secilly twele-year-old Anis. Sid  lose family riend. 1 ik
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We expect o make Durans o home. One s them, v eough
e yearsJamcs and Sl Rodger, sl down, “making Duran
i bome,” rasing + family. Kcping hosie (wih 3 vengeane.
eyond the fimeof s any lngerbeng “<ul”). growing older, fdig.
sy good. stong, decen, snomymous. Amerian fok Living
happiy evry st

o mach for Great Expecations.

s than two o, Duran s  hing of e pst. [ e Ju:
ey moved 0 Loisil, S’ hometown, and o0k upresdence
{0 Prs Boanting Hovseor ot ek Sl i The mechanic’s ob
i ot worke out, ad i s o th 10 agin 4 bourer
brkeman. His ineguar hours—and pychocks—ee king Gt
inevitbl toll an he young marmage. “His work was ot e
Sl said lter, with considerabe Undrstaement. She remenibered
s tht “he drnk quite a lo,” but i et that ht i mersly 3
efctio: she abjcied hot 1o is drining, bt 1 he money e sent
o ave sway He was ki, e was st 5 et b coud b, bt
e was e poorest busimessna | evr . sy come, sy o7
on' know i 0 was ey come o ot said Sl "Dt & i
ceranly cay go. Anybody o carththat would wrie i 8 card or
il N for el of 4oy Kind, b would snd the i 1 die
Man tmes 1 have scen him 100 the money up in 1 evvelope 430
st e a3 funty way of plating i 5 down 0 110 ke
i stick She laughs ently. hr voic oft 4 goiden, oneyed row
and hen withthe S, and the pas.“eneloe” s “EN-vlup.” he
way my Texas grandmother used 1 say .

“The e proiems were imnie's procrastinon and s
g 1ack o ambiion “He woukd st arousdonsom nstrument a0
ool away his tme and moncy.” Sl sd,“ad | wrte 1 my fter
1o money) every weck of my lfe. Faaly, my (e said, Now
honey, el you what, why do't you s mosey alog bome withus
1 L and when e gt righencd out b ca come 1 et ou.
Although George Kelly enjoed Jimmie's company and sometres
harmonized with i ou on he frot gallery, he had ever looked
ilh moch favor spon his daugher's mariage 1 the impecunions
i rowdy and crstwhie jackof-any 1ad; e spped in wilh &
irong hand, apprely undteed even by the fuct tht Stlls s by
ben (w0 monihs pregnan. Latrshe would spek of the sivation i
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T, b e, s ke, bt minly pssed thei ime 0 heic
ackiides i the shade of e, communing with thes hounds nd 3
98 of what, with 3 fine fecing for words, has teen pamed
busthead. ™

Ats e war Zck Rogers marisd Martha Woodterry,  Georgis
saive, and et in Choctaw Cosnty. Alsbama, where b rased
“mosly coon, e com, nd maay exdren. The thid of thse,
Abron Woodherry. bom in 1570, was  sely.cyed,song-willed Iad
‘b decided e'd pell h il name it "4 ad ft e i s
caly e 0wk s sctionhand with he Mobile & Oho Raload
o Meridian, Misssippi in the ko e pin reian of th sse. A
elow who akes e spelin for s e hs s For e e
o the word, and i3t o be  man who kaows who e . From al
ccounts, Avon Wondbery Rodgrs sufeed o s o ieniy.

“Th Nibie & Ohio Road, e estined 1 play  formtivepat
i e e of young Jimmie Rodgers, was one of the derand more
prominent ines i tht partof he St origialy charred n 1843
o connect Ml wih the Obio Rier nesr Cai, Hois.* s
forunes, howeve, oughy paraliied those of the smll Misisipt
slment bull i the 1830 a the juncton of the MEO and the
Vicksbrg & Montgomery v, whose promocescofused “meridian
Wi “jucion” and fought  ningbale o sevral years il ocal
firmers who wated 1o rame the lown “Sowashee” afer 3 nesy
ek, Bk Merkdia and the MAO flouished ey befre (e Civil
War, axd both were practclly desoyed by Sherman's roops in
1964, But ey years e, when Aaron Rges wen hre 1oy
e and in roadbeds, Merdian was 3 v e o of 4,000,
busy g from i shes and asming some importane 35 il
cene, “The Mabile Roa." 5 the M&O was popolacly know, had
Suvived the Panic of ‘7. prospred, and begon 4 broad progran of
expanson,bakhing pumerosbeanch nes ad extending s notern
{erminus il he way 'S Lowis Simulancously, ks oa s oder,
wide gauge rotes wer being rese to confo 1o e rew 4 S5
ange eventualy adoped i 185 a5 the ntonal sandard

“Tives were sl e, b the wors of Recomstition s over,and
e growh o v and o efeced o  evser el the rera
posta prosperty and st of eierprise it was sheepng et
ot ofthe coaniry. Al he forfront s th i sy el hich
etoawide had quadopld i captal ivesiment soce 1365, more
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infimay. . As nally ecordd, “Those Ganmble's Blos” s &
raher ivenie reworking ofthe ol standar: athough proably to0
Close an imitaion 10 sand up under lgal sruiny had . heen
Chlenged, the song everhles demonsraes Rodgers's bty 0
embel  riona namative ad sk his o, condersi 3nd
resranging sanzs, adding deails fom his own cxprience, and
scacraly smoothing ot he yric 1o make i i e delvryhe et was.
mos sural The apening e, o example, s i writen, T wss
own' 1 O1d Billy' baoon”, oubed by the awiosad slfrsion.
T changedth proprictor’s name 1 i Kid.” which ot oaly
ings et b s onjures up the image of  chaacte fr more
apprprsi 1 the tough, st workd of ht i “on th comer
ehond he sqare ™ The e shet furher idicais Jimmic's simpl,
Ssghforward pproac to musical noaton. 1 rehesning e sons
e appurenly decded—3s e recording bearsou bt b waned 1o
end the frs sanza on 3 ow e and the sccond lghty Nigher,
laiag in that fshon Groughout. Acconingly, on the page he
propped up bore him n the s, he simply wrke Do ot he
o ofthe st verse, Up” a h e o he second,“Down” aainon
e i, and 50on o the e, with the added reminder berwcen he
fourth snd i sanzas o “hum, yodel

Simni hope o ecord seversl s with Vi’ Haians
e sume day thathe id “Those Ganble's Blcs * He and Melatre
went o e studio i morning, and the rest of the group wascalled
o an 130 am. sesson. B by noon Jimie wis exhaused and
suering 4 high fver, o he band was dsmised  The inervening
Sunday llowed him (o et up. snd sl the musicins e on
Monday afiraoon for & ssion which lased more ha e ours. In
B e, however,they wereabe 1 econd oy vo numbers. '
Lonesome Too™ and “The One. Rose.” The lae, 3 simple but
hauing compositon by Melatre, has the nfortunte itinction o
g among the it Rodgers sides o be ssed, afe the song had
e madepopulacby Ly o, ing Crosby. ad  bost of others.
i th ate 1930 e e it ik b st o bl b simply
oy that the sgrement with Mclnie calld for the record 0 be
el within & yea e it was recorded. When Vito,unaware of
e sipuon, faled o fse it 0 tme, Melntre ook he une (0
anoterpubiisher, whosuceeeded in havin it ecordd by a o of
big-name aists, Coniequently, he one side tht migh have been
Jiminie Rodges's bestclim 1 pop fume sufere th ignominy of
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“Ameriea’s Blus Yodeler"

JIMMIE RODGERS
enouTE:
“BLUE YODEL®

SOKTHING ABOUT YOU MAMA THAT SHO GIVES ME T BLUXS,

X ROUKD Y YAXD AT ¥IgHT, HEY KT

P TN G T W 38 Roorny A
giirg ot

T AINT ¥O SHEEK MAN DONT TRY TO VAMP YO SIRL,






index-492_1.png
Index

e ooty st by dolin s s pecing
ot s e Lo o e e o <o S8 TR
e oo of s o B Koy o
Rk B ' oo Th o s

A By

L e o
Admisson prce, 175-76, 225, 24, 36 Apoda St (New York, 157
=

A Yo Bkt Worsn Con e (O] A, 31
ks oo o N, 5. 1

“Alsbama Moon.” 146, 318 “Adkansaw Teaveler,” 88
e, ESES.
e (S Bl
g =% -

227 25 o o, 6
i N R e






index-199_1.png
m The i Marster's Been Mighy Gt

“dtivd from mountainer, Negr, and raload yrics.” nd nosd,
il rre percepton fo i tme, e “he 4nd i compeners &1
gradally buiding . an imperichable folllicaure n so0g in
America.” Roders, the story conluded, was“on of the few yodlers
S5l worh lenin 0

A repore for the Sias caugh B onc morning i the Jung's
coe hop havin breakiss with the po bt manaer, Seve
Butco, G, H. Leetoe, the Victo epesenative for the ares
A5 ey alked,te sin of “The Sokdie's Sweebeat” came from &
ety rdi, and th reprier commented on Jimmi's deep dal
Rodgers eplid it the ol cihé abut ukin he by ot of the
countey but o the couny 0w of the by, and proeeded 0 explin
“how 1 hppen o b making e hundred smlean pr veek 1nd
siing hre i the Jung while o yeus | walkedon Can St with
ks n my shoes 4nd my stomach empty.” The crsing e was
ypicalof e curiousmisut of fct ad cion htwas 0 ive i 0
50 many legends, cxpecially the one abot his “veright scces.”
Recouning his riroad days, he admited (ruholly cough) ol 1
was i of  black sheep 30 could't sick o 0o oched on
i mother's cary death when 1 was ou” (o que acuri) and
100 how “he Vit rconling masager, R . Peer, in New Yor,
heard e ver the i and ext morning 1 ound  teegram waing
(Creted out of whle clth).The st recod, e sid was “one of he
st naioml slles” and his second_—that s, the second 1 be
relssd, “Blue Yodel"~Away Outonthe Munsi™“pot e shead
of Pasl Whitman and Gene Austin fo sks. Nesther i can b
St he latr, sthough doubl, t st shows whom he
considered the competion and ndce th diection n which be s
simig. The Victor man, Lehiiner, despi his obvious ierest in
Pigging his produc,aberved merely that the ight Rodgers records
hen i csuibution Tonk smong the naion's best sellers  More
mporan, he e he reprier, “Rodgers has universal appeal” and
e sales figures from such faff plces 2 Eagland, AT, nda,
A, and T would saun besr him ot

"One <an nly speculate sbot Rdgen' rssons for propagain he.
noton that e was “disconered” by Viear while broaessting on
WWNC. Beyond th fact hat the e s cean cramat, B
i, it may implyBave been  uick snd convenint wy o ccount
o s rconting dbut. I any even, he'd b o plant the sy 25
caly 5 Novfolk, and  appeared i the Decomber, 1028, s of he
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oty more o on e e 0 Ty ™
They s . st rsin, s h, o o of e o
il st Howee, ey e o s P
roiing s et 0 e . g e b o
v s chord hge (i o s, s sk,
sl an e e Sppsedly spostaneos e b which
ey pancute Wk e Ly et o s
oy Redgers s e, st i i Tk
oy ey ol s g i e poess
ol by whch e composd. pe, axd i s
el O hey e v o oeing o e
e, . ot of ke, o e of o s,
e Gl o Son i o o . oy
st and o ih vt i s Rgpe's eiens
s kions g s o Moy e vt on bk of
et o ol e hes bt e led ko
gacin chus 1o i w110 G s i
S g e comes

Vil o s shecs . hey e o ol eovide
oty et s o ol sl oAl .
o s - pni 10 e s v s o
Compition, it ol o i fwnled iy 3 e g
S vord e o Sl e o  cw s
s nd o ol o, et et ot 1
uons s all il e e o g of e, o
et e e “clancois ped up (0 Rodgers's s Vit
ki o 4 e e amson e s bt for “Thcs
Wy Vi ecoredn Al v, 1. Al
e e cormt e he . tin 4 st o o o
o rsin o o e M R
Bl o On Ko™ an, iy oo Bl L Rt
T s e 0 e s o by e preseaonof
e o oo s Dok M Yoo, oy sn
2 o sty k. et o B Yok
R aried e oo 120 ot st wih Lo
proet

o e shect of “Thne Gamblr's Bes” shows the et
i Rodges . oy 3 i sy, s
o om ek o e et e, Wen dows 5. e
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1. DOUG MORGAN SHOW
Sprig, 193
cksonvite, Tev. A 49
Longriew, Tex, Ape 1116
Lufi, Tex.. Ny 27

Thes are e oty oo appearnces, b e s i e s wee
andouicdy ncoded . b s, Eacly when Rogr et e b

INDEPENDENT BOOKINGS
Witr, 1953
o Tear, Dallas, Tex, in. 21

Ackoing 10 B, Rodgers wa ooty payin. et
et i the Teas couniny- lhosgh e ek ey s das
i i he by one sl e et e 7t contned

1. DOLG MORGAN SHOW
Speg, 1993

ey s koo, and dus pprosimatc. T i Fbeary. Rodgers
et Mthodn i n Moo i e, pocsmons

BILLY TERRELL'S COMEDIANS
Spog, 1933

P, K., b M

Unconfmed.Some evience suges it s spearoce ok plce s
8 revion s o o

OTHER PLACES where Rodgers i known o beined o have sppered
e uonsy Avmpola; M. Greme, S.C.; Oympi Trser
M, Pl Teple, e : Vi, T Canpo, Te: Beeill,Tex
Poncs iy, Ok Monre, L.
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RADIO KEITH.ORPHEUM “INTERSTATE" CIRCUIT

Colemn Thesr, Mismi, Ok, Moy 16 304 17
Opeum Ther, Tus, Ok, My 1524
O Theer, Ok Cy, Ok May 25.31
N Toce, Fot Worh, Tex..Joe 1-7
Mgt Thet, St Ao, Tox, e 14.21
Majstic Thear, Howston, Te. e 2328

g Theuer, New G, L. e 9.3y 5
Mt Toer, Le Rock, Ak by 612
Rix Toee, Bimigham, v by 1319
Geoin T, At .. Jly 026

Anther st st” spesing i fese i il R sgin
Resiod, Sppord by o Seven Nebors. 4 st s, oredons
Moo and o d he Shaw-Carol Dice Revie.Fo e grad pei

INDEPENDENT BOOKINGS.
Municpsl Asoron, San Angeo, Tex., Ot 3 14 4
Bt 450 P A, Tx. ek o Ot 14

Acompaied by il Bukes, Wedon Bakcs, 1 o Ko, kaown ity
oy s i Rders's Giar Hounds” aparay ey ere
eriled e i) Besmon s Pt A e o cond

INDEPENDENT BOOKINGS
Rex Theser, Spaanburg. 5.C.. Dec. 7
Mo, Ao, Chatamogn. Tew.. Dc. 13 34 14
ek and Poto, M. weck of Dec. 16
Agpesig it Rodges in Ashevils Billy Bakes, Clayton Mesticen,
O i, 03 Lee “Texs Tou” ke in Sprsbory Bukes 3o
Mebiche: i Coutnooe: Butkcs, Mhbicoen, i, Eat Vo A,
Willam Koo, Hoh Crocs, and Hovwd Caml, i Tpe snd Pt
Butkes Mebicen, 2 Holden Toelo 14 P s o confmed
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“My Bl Eyed Jae,” whih had orginated witha ice of Elie
MeWillams's husband (bt which wis prosaby reworked by Else
sl ranscends the medioity of s lovlurledov s 5 0
reslt of Rodgen' iing delivery nd te drving, buoant encry
Ofthe s accompaniment. On o e least“couniry” o al Rodgers's
Songs, My Blue-Eyed Jane” s everheless found 4 place ave the
Jers i th reperot of many couney artst—Hank Snow’s verion
is cspecilly fioc—and it righty deserves t0 be rnked among.
Rodges's most memrable ecordins. “Moonlght 1 SKis” was 0
ecome on of i ot pgala sides in many pars o the couy
Specialy in Okahoma. On the oter hand, “Why Shood 1 B¢
Lonely? beongs 0.3 sl groupof sty bland pop ove songs
from the Hollywood sessons“Take Me Back Agan.” "' Losc.
some Too," and - the Sake of Days Gone. By"—which are
dsinguished by Tl moe tha he excllen but all-00-suued
sccompanimens of Mclnie's sing group. The coocpt o the M
e guiting 3 wesk song with a1 bvioutly sronger one and
bty streiching the maeral.was s hen egiing 0 dvelp,
and, 4 Peer pinted out, Jimmie “only d hese b 1., “soupy
Setmenal) songs 10 blance he caaog

“The riins of “Moonlight and Skies and the comvoluions
sumouning i st many nd comple. I i posibl hat Radgers st
heard i back i the early Twenties on tha occasion when e was
pusin e i speakeasy down on Reno Avenue n Oklshoma City
and Suck up 4 conversaton with anoher rambling man—Ray
Hall—vho sio“icked Ul ad wrot sogs nhis Sprs e, 11
may have been “Moonligh nd Skics.” or an carly verin of i, hat
Surcied immie s noicesndresuled n i cling Hll o wrie e
cae of Bilboard i you g any more songs I that By 1928 .,
5ho'd been i toube it the L most of his I, found imel§.
ehing bars one agan, convited of marsaughe i Wichits Fls,
Texss (probably withou adequate or proer defens). Shorly
atrwand be was involved n  prison break at st wokfam ear
Sogarand, duing which  gurd was kiled. The deals r sketchy
and confused, bu, acconing 10 Hal's accoun, e was mistaealy
ven aothr convits ety and found Nl erving 10 o bt
0 e Seniences. Feeing h'd b raioaded, he began 10 ook
st for helpand remermbeed h lnky brskeran o' d 0d i
1073etn touc f here’ veranything | an do.” Because h'd been






index-391_1.png
e Vadeing My Wy Bac Home

Publis, and evn lowly s Sun, e scourge of the West, hd il bt
round 10 halt. The scatered dte tht e Rodgers was sbe o
ook across the Lone Siar St hat ek winer of 193253 were
ominlly “independent vasdevll” s rde paper cphernie for
any rickelodeon o eighborhood howse Whose masagr <ould be
persuadedto bok v st betwcen movis. When Rodger played
Dlla's Joy Thete in January.fo exampl, it was “vasdevle by
only the severest sreich f maginaton and vocabalay. The Joy was &
e and-ifen-<cn buresque house o Elm e, e fnge of the
ciy's nsorious "Decp Elem” disict of seedy htes, pawishops,
brotel, snd second-hand sores-—a long way from he s 1
Washinion, or even Locw's Sse on Caral in New Oreans. Bu i
Jimie Roger et b had come dowt n he word,he howed 20
sign. Inted, he provdly bossted of bigbusines s e box offie, and
101 Billourd htcnterainers "t vty could i ploty o woek
they'd gt ou of New York and ook for it”

n st Texas, Jimmie a0 aros s old find . Dowg Morgan,
Who sugested that thy team upsnd y o of small towns i he
ara. Normally Morgans show would have been of the road and in
wine quarers, bt bsiess ha grown 50 b i et yers that e
was il 0 sk advrse wethr d oiber azadh i eseh of sy
ncome, however mesger. He and Jimmie decded that two-sight
sand. might s out cnough bsiness 10 nake 3 tour worlh et
e, and, dspit requent s snd chilly emperares, s for
e fnt sevrl wecks were promising.

Bt Jimrie had ignored the clements and jeoparizd his et
once oo ofen. While ey were playing Lukin during the sccond
‘wek ofFebeary, he collpsd and s rushed 1o Methodst Hopid
in Houson* Fesring th.development of pocumonia and futer
complicton,the atinding hysican placed him inan oxygn e,
ordered round h.clock nusiag car, and refused o allow visor
i, chfng over thersrits s longin or ey fce, gou
in touch with M. Cory Bdel, & purse st sl vt hospia in
Canbage, Texas, wher he'd been resecon evea e ceasions
hen playing tht r. M. Bedel, 3 ks, matoty blond
hom immie afectionsely called Ole Pleain’” sgreed 0 o 1o
Houston ad rplace the speial-dty mrse supiicd by the hosial
“She wasa el profssons,”sad Ray Hall, who met Mis. Bedell
It when sh viuted i st Hontsvill, “She had & ot of experene






index-489_1.png
6 Appentcl.

A grcing 1ot o fonydhee oneigh sands Al Rodgers et
Hollevile, the Show Py or smped 1 ply) some o dorca
o s down o Oxbbom ks e 0 Lok, ing
oo New Oiwm 1 e o, Tht ey stone wa <o o
ilbard lings, Swai's o o carts, Rodger's s, ad et
cumentry evence; b § may vy skl o sl
120 lcs, ot s bave b v by 1ol evappes s o
iy, Go e of confsion e Boger, T iy 4 . 5t
v n s B i o shows o0 Sua's o ot 3t 3 ookt
Pt o Rodier sl ot f ety sherbing
o sppearnce. The cuse i e complicatd by Wako O'Nel's epr
8 R vl 0 ey P, To. it oy snd ced e S
o e, v v, bt vas it Rodgers hd e o Bger o
o A ol clasion i Swin mousadto s st
o, workin, er,both e o ¢ e B e s Known o
e i o Rodges o i o, s on ccase ey spesed
ooty i tao e, b il 5 e Rogrs. Peformaees
Iy s o e iveon e i o e shove i, ey
e My 153 2, for which 8 ot i b diconeres. Evice
intcues, bower, that daing i e the compury vas oped
i and muking e Jup” fom. Kanas . st

Rodges, of coun, ws th s stcion of S’ Hallwood ol
ke s epaced by Ben Trin ety o, Oher s nclded s
ingr v Thomas (fmely il PalEnlsh), comedin iy ave,
Fr's Hawaian Revoe, s bl 2 he ks Howaie

INDEPENDENT BOOKINGS
A, 1930

Lutin, Tex., Ot 24
In Housion e lowin dny, Rodgers e B, am bokin 3
o o, e o e o wer sy sl s

s gt Eat Tos, whr, b epr, s ondios e

WILL ROGERS RED CROSS BENEFTT TOUR.
Wi, 1931
v, Tex b 26
Memarial Audiorim, San Ao, Tex., Jon. 26
Mol Ao, Son Ange, Tex . . 21
A, Tox, . 35
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conscousnes somewbere between Bing Crsby and Roy Acut. But
limaily such predictions e ponlss. Whatver the scil
cconomic, o personl essons, i the lte summer of 1952 Jimnic
Rodges was begining his logest period of iactivity snce Bl
and's the e of his deth the Fllowing May, the e setered
abitares menioned noting of His carcr afir 1931, The mast
prominent account poinedly eered - the eight of s crer 3 few
Jeas ag0.

“The s of the Camden-New York sssions ad b excssv,
backin Texs o st gther s stength oce more, Rodger found
ecovery slow i coming. Gone wer the od Juntiess, e srng
N s, and the yodling. chckles that once puncted N
converation. As s, Jmmie e i best 0 keep p  hesy fon,
bt Carie ws sk by how graveand slemn ' bcome, e d b
e o wecks. he wrke of this e “Then e'd b up. More
wouping. Ancber reconding "

“Teling hesory the way she wanted it o happen, se s sdded.
“And s soon 0 1 could, 1 join i, o such e xcasions s |
' accompanied im all the way.” This was ot be only lapsc
from realty, there were, i fc, 0 more recording esson il he
sl one.inMay o the olowingyer,and peecous il uring. Bt
by md-October, st spnding ot of the autumn in bed, i
conviced himsef tht he was fcling wel nough 0 e
occasionl lve broadeasts over KMAC in San Amonko. What
ppeared 10 be rencwed enery was prosaby oy the high nervous
{ension characeristc o bereuloss i s rmina ages, bt i
8 o isfct agai a that was whatmatred st Caric viewed
0l i cersin cquanimity. Al ety 3 decade o worying over
s halt and dreding e wont,she hd almosthegun o eleve hat
e woukd, e al, beat he s, They raveled 10 Meridin tht
for er parnts” olden wedding ey snd 35 wal th od
hometown was a tonic for Jimmie's janged neves ad deprssion
Revived once mre, he retumed to San Ankonio with sl snoter
scheme for bookin a vawdevile taar, 4 old desm the had been
Shaing bim o for sevral yeas now.

Bt i cheam had ot e, vawteville sy hd. By i s
even the vencrable Place in New York, 3 grand bastion of variety
{heser, had thrown n th toweland 0 over 10 te movies. Outin
he Rierlnds, he once-ourishing “wheels” of RK.O, Loew's,
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st e 1 s o,  story in e Kerille Times (. 28, 1529)
pond it Rodges i o e Jery Gered o et o 2
Seenneck vaiele o i 0 arer s of Tes, New Ows, L.
New York iy, Washingon.D.C. 2 ot s on e Esier Cou
Durin s e b P e g et T and decorded n Dl
s Adsa Noevenc of speraces b ot s samed i he ey
e scere,

Speg. 19%0
(Cnbage Thesr, Cartage, s Mr. 13 14

Ackomunid by te Frcey:Canon Tri: Lol Frey, Hendi Frsry,
i AT, Fon Canoon A thrd show, schdued fo Mt 15, s
ol becuse of odges' s, e dtes vee probably piayed

SWAIN'S HOLLYWOOD FOLLIES

Surrr, 1530
Idendene, L, Mar. 39 B, Tex, A
[oriagiry Vemon, Tex Ape. 30
Bl Do, AR Ape 3 Quaran Tex, My |
Srackover, A Ape & o, Tek. Moy 2
Caden, At Ape. S Cluendon, Tex My 3
Jeftron, Tex. Apr 9 By, Tex, iy <
Narwal, Tox. A 10 Putande. Tene My 5
Mo, Tex. A 11 Cadin, Tew. Moy 7
Tl Tex Ape. 12 Woodwus, Ok May ¥
Abess, Tex Ape. 14 A, Okl My 9
Tyr Tex, Ape 15 Anbony, Kin. My 10
Comans, Tex Ape 16 Kingra, Ko, My 12
Enais, Tex, A 17 S, Kane, My 13

Greemile, Tex Ape 18 Pesbody, Kam. My 14
MKy, Tex, Ape 19 Duigt, Kane. Moy 15
Bosham. Tex. Apt 1 Hengon, Kems. My 16
Coavite, o Age. 2 Cobud, Ko Moy 11
Pur, Tex A 23 Ny 28
Wi, Tev, Ape. 24 Weaumko, Ok Moy 20
sl Tex. Ape 25 Heuyets, OM Moy 30
Nocom, Tex. A 36 Hldemil, Ok, Moy 21
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The wintr of 1929 was damp aad chily acoss the st of
Misisigp. In Meridin, the overcast sies on Groundhog Day
Tt . mixe blesin for those who fllowed Natr's sigm.
Wintr might soon be over, bt in the meantine thee seemed e
prnpec fo immedise et from the nerminble s and €l
Tt woek s comvoy of trcks and facy souring car. i i
eaming white, oled o town (rough he gy i e vehices
Consined the aeling e o of th Paul Englsh Playes. A e
crew e seting up canveson ok near downiown, brghtpostrs
nd 4 Ty of pablihy cupored the owspeople’s scaton. ing
he oo o the long wecks of bad weshr, “Comedy'—Acion!
“Thnl “Fxira Added Concert Attrcion” “Big Canvs Thesre—
Well Hestod!” Anyshow i owcaasd exciemet, bot i e was
somathing rally pecil, for the “Exra Added Concet Atcton”
Wy i son, and e enie ek was o e, te Meridian Sar's
hesdine procamed, Homecoming fos Jimmie Kders.™ The tovn
had b earing sbout s fous Bl Yodelr (° ocalboy meking
004" one music store acually advertisd) Now her e was, making
s st profesionl sppearance in i hometwn. T lgend f the
cxrailoder and e magnetsm of i i wer sady excing
e powerul, almost hypaode, hod on the Amercan piblc's
maginaton. The eciement was il the ese i the plce where
undreds had and cveryone o clined 0 hav) aown i et he
s 0t plain James . Rodges, ookl brakeman on the NONE.
A e me B Bruncr was  sevenee-yarkd nessnger oy for
Westem Union. He'd caught he Jimmic Rodgers fever n 3 i w3y,
s spnsall isspre (e sirming g ad e ey e
odgessong s soom a1 ppeaed o ecord,consciouly cruing
he syl of i dl. Brunrs regular hangoutwas & cal
Stet and Thiny-ist Avenie; between eliverng messges and
parels around town, e loaied e wlh the regla crowd of
ol drnkers and pcke ou Bl Youels on ischeap e The
PulEnglih e happened 0 b Jst cross e e, and g he
ek of the company s rn young Bill spt o and v e 1 he
cae. Several memibers o th Engloh troupe, nluding te show's
Come, Happy Gowland, came aroun rgulary, bt Brer d e
Timmie Rodersonly doring the show'sghdy prfomuncs.cxch of
Which the boy had fthlly atended despe the sianon i meager
nices Regulr admision cos 6., pus 20 fo  served et and
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“The Show with a Million Friends

Wesat i the livig room o BillBruner's nat, modest ik home on
e westsde of Merian. The previous year Bruner hd sufeed &
serious stoke tht et i soech impared and ar of i right e
parlyzed. During long monis in the hospital and 3 nrsing home.
he'd made sk but substantl recovery sros b sher orce of

o b was home, able with he hep of 3 part e nrse’s side
0 cae for Rimsell though he day whie his wife worked i &
ovntown deparment sre. He was gad 10 be home, bappy 0 45
Vior fo short perkods of e and 1 talkabot e ol days whenhe
was ming records for Okeh n New Oreans ad New York, towting.
with et shows an playing over th rd, bild variously 13 “The
Yodelng Messcnger Boy." “The Sining Salsman.” and “The
Yodeling Ball Paye.” All oo soon there would e an s i
company clerkand then carpet lestnan for Seas, Roehuck, bt B
Bruncr was ot one o b bieor i ver the ot breviy
of i carer a3 prfesonl etertainer. e had wanted 050 . of
Coure b nsead of bemasning he couse of fte, b prefeed o
emember the plush tines on he way up-—<xpense pad i 1 he
ecording stdio,sois bout hir i e e magarines. e uncy
Pullzan compartinent n which he ourd wih & i show hough e
‘Southwest. The siory e cherishes mos conems  guir—o, 10 be
accure, o guitar, e i 4 xpensive LS Gibio that he shows off
prodly o vishor. The e was  smal Spanih uiar that he ave
eay more than tweaty. v years 3go. But thr’s geting ahead of
he sy
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levent and adoring 35 she may have becn, everheles an &
houschold ther were regalr el choes o be done, ot 10 b
followd. Other members of the Boreman clan ket 3 stenr,
imatly les efective, <ye on Jimmie

i dultyars, gl or e beneht ofrpores, i would
el of the Parhip o having 0 pick oo a3 by and generally
cmphasizeth unplessantnes of isyouh. 1t made ood copy. 400
ihere was ot rth i hen 10 some f the dhr s e 0d.On
e tber hand,hewas never e st ophaned wall,oling sy
at ard abor under the merciess hand of crel clders, that some
accounsteded 1 poriay. I his boyhood was someties s and
Tonely. i s o ors Severe. than s of i frende and plymaes,
and <ot b spnt with is Aun Do t Pie Springs were i
many ways Myl n those calyyes o he new cenay. the workd
was sl far away from rral Missspi. et Ho— i colors and
Textores, thril and poios—was nensely ear.ic, pugentdays of
canmels and horses honeysoekle and pine and chicken manue,
hog-iligs i th fall, windless wood seoke from disant cains
culin through he il November rins, winer' cold saligh and
he sching i o trsns i the mght, fashing o, the s
e and, heat <hoked and brooding. 1 was 3 seggerng, rowdy
Chidnod of igh ks and swimming oles, pechee swiches
ind school plencs. Young Jimmie ramed the botoms of Sitcen
Sections, swimming and ishing—be and Tl spet s0 much ime
anlig forctfh and prch i3 e s nar Aunt Dor’s o
{ha it ecame known locally 35 “Rodges Creek.”ad 50 ppeans on
couny maps today. He chewed suga cane and devloped & ickong
appete for combread and il e foaged fo chestouts and scaly
ks, srambled over the lmestone il wih i Bozeman cousis.
dodged schol, ook o smokin, et his il b ot 4d voided
Suday Schoo, much o the chagrn f i saunchly Melhodist anis
and s, who were leady convinced ot he would eversmount
o snyiing Al but Auat Dora. Sh kept the fith and indulped
imme, and e oers went slong. He was aftr ol Poor
Motheriss Child (s the rantof Uncle Aaon' it s his Cousin
Pesl Boseman Haris s ltr, 50 we 1o pity’.  rowdy 1nd
unkerpt v who was dificul fo dcplin or eep n shool, et
Sonehon wise beyond his yers. avays o some devilnent, Bt he
a3 cortain il s char and 3 ocky i, and ey il oved
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Southern (Raiway) News Bullein,chviuly t Jimric' nsigtion
e he embellahed he account 3 bit by asering, 3 he'd hied
cler, hat h'd becn forced ot of roadin and o show bus
s oly ecasse of“ouble with Rule G. n el the “neres
g s0ry” of “How Jimmie Rodges came inko pomincnce 3¢ an
enetincr,” the News Bulein coyly oserved, I scms in s -
oading days, between 1918 ad 1924, e b e 3 b f rouble
with ‘Rl G ll it en ko what Rule G i) and e had 1o
partcompany with the NORNE” Ths wa hrly e st of g ht
S house rgan would paiish oot he sbjctssproval. Rodgerys
o i he sty i vidntfrhe lon: e sy Role G docs
o bodhe i ny e now and he ks i few ears e il be
et g buck 1 his ok o a5 brkeran o the NOSNE” There s
0 menon of the el escon for levinghis hesth and his
ong sunding dsire (0 become 3 prfessiont entcrtine—snd it
{eeble lne shou oing Back 0 his ok o s brskeman e it
mor ham ot esture o h b of e s scquamances in
e il ndusiey. The stry ends, bowewer, on a uthnic e
“Dimmil extends  cordal nvitatonto i o frends,cpesally
Southen Ratway elows, who might s i vasdeile it o come
uck a3 give e st sanbow gssp 40 alk b
W i 1 wasan initation b woud rpest n iy eviews,
and he meant it His e calngcnerainment - came i, bt
Wil the Sining Drakeman migh ive way 1o Amara's B
Yoller on th sage. i prvae b b wi. 4 he 1l th St
eponer, Simply “s alond man.”

ollowing New Oricans there wasaweck st Lo’sHovston, whe
e our endd fo Jimmie Rodgers. The it headed orth withont
i i spot in Varien'slsig fr the openin dute in Eveasille,
Indiaa,on December 1 s replaced ith e simple oo, “Oné
Tac] o 1L 1 s e speculoted ht Rogen's contact il
clld o appearsnce n ol the five Soutber cits o the i,
ot Peer s o recond a the e 0 Sying ht e s “boked o
e week,” L. the fll ot Turmoi i Loew'sbooking offces
and he umored cancelaton of the oud show may have had
Something o do i his depurr, b eography nd wesier e
1obe the most kel fctos. i imply decded st e waried 10
more Nordern winer—up with he e 4nd show—uxd clcied
{avesd o remain on the balmy Gt Cosat

T sny even, b s ot ot of work o o, Lesshan weck e
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Five” something of 4 throwback 1o Jimmics cater, pecado-
folkiong, ith s Tt maiden with & terdrop n ber 3" d he
fomulic waming 10 “you raioad mea. was fecordedon Jly 11
song with“Mulskimer Blss” ssed 1 “Blue Yodel No- 87 The
Tllowing day he did +In he Jalhouse No. 2." 4 number which,
accoding to Carie, he dshed off n . few minutes 3 the ot in
rsponse 1o e request for  sequel 10 his b it of w0 sears
core. Despite the ¢t st he vt sl sfferin the et o hs
et elpse—s Hollywood docor's name and phone rumber are
riten n the buck of “The Mystcry of Number Five"—hese sides
evea immie at the (0 of i form ad mark one of he e ntances.
i e i i carer when b ecorded oo, accompanying imsel o
guiar The brsh. exuberan “Bie Yodel No 8 i cpecaly e,
eaturing et snother varan o he fom n which the base i ot
repesed. Heard ik is o of Jimmi's more protmcied and—for
Nin—complicatd guar s, the st of shar, sl fe work and
booming bass et altough rrely perfome o his records.
Became dentifed a i raderak and were widey copied. The s
of “Muleskiner Boes” e themseves super, 4 the song has
strcied a e of couny singers over he e Unforuntel.
sl performed s Rodgesaniinally i . For ressonsunknown.
Peer's publshed vemion beas 10 esemblanc 0 the song e
rcorded.

Wheher delibraey or by mere appensance, e piéce de
esistance of the Hollywond sesions vassaved unl st Afe ree
days of et andrecaperation, e arived t he s ecord 3
s number h'd enited -Seandi on the Comer” s found ht i
sccompanis forthe sesion was i youn et ramed Lovis
Armstong. As Amstrong's biographers. Mix Jones and Join
Chilon, emak. “How tis improbabe paeship came ito being
remain on of juz'sursovabe s | soppoe we e eniled
10 sy hat i 130 one of country muic’s unfthamabe mysiers,
bt Jones and Chilon's cmphas spon Juz s only one more
ndiction ofJimmie Rodgess diversity and i distnce in is v
time, from what has radonaly been derided s Wil musc.”

o gt of Ralph Per’ madet boss yars e that 1 imenid
Lovis Armtrong” back 1 the days 1 Okeh, on may assume tht
Rodgers' very i ssociston il he ErstSchno as mercly o
ural st of Peer'sscaitance it bothpeformers. Ao
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being issued 55 3 “cover.” The incdent is merely typical o the
e skelier way that his carcer was managed

“Thene day. sl unning g eve,heatempted 0 ecrd “For
the Sake of Days Gone By.” but gave i up ater wo usasacory
akes. A o on Victor' reconding lgs for the sssion indiates:
“Rodgers” voce hsky. Coud ot ke any more. > Bt the very
e afemoon he and Melnties grouprtamed o do two mor akes
of the song, wilh the added embellshment of B Sawyer's

i ingered iano wok, ey succeded s well hat e st master.
at day was seected for s

A day Itr, on July 10, Rodgers recorded one of bis st oz
ides, “Jimmi’s Mesn Mama Blues,” 8 ling, esgetic umber
Sparked by Sawyer's stdio band. SavyerBimsef evised the music
o Waldo O'Neal's Iyics, which (ke s0 many of himmic's ow
composiions)ae at one orginaland derivative. Th i T'm oing
{oleave thistown just 10 wear sc] you off my ind”appears i W.
Handy's “Shosboor's Sreonde” of 1915 nd wa grdably b0 more
original even with Handy hanwers e vagrant Hioes s 1 ke
pthis morning withthe s sl roond my bedsnd “The s s
noting bt il heat discse,” which b b d Rodgers rew
apon® B Jimmie'srcatment of “Mean Mama Bies” caayzes he
Familia words and masic, merging hm no 3 nique,organic hole:

s e be would “crave the peace of s h knw how o

Sing withhis own paricalar s, v beenfom severalpsces, 104
Timgoin b rom here. " The limat st of“Jmmic's Mean
Mt Bies” e in s ol perormance, in the ifectous coery
ilhwhic s delivered,frhr istingished b a aangement tht
s ey a productof the Jaz Age 2nd et yers shead f s e 55
counry muskc. This progresive qualy s bes illased by the
ousing s reak, whic the band sppraches t full Gl 4 then
rops ou compleely, Ieving Jimmie 0 camy ibranly troogh the
ridge withonly his i ad efusive yodel, Th band bows ight
ki o hescond verse d then wal n nstumenalchorssof
050w e i sk i agai doe o, by Sawyc,andheyall oin
nfor a sam-ban fnish behind Jinmic’s yodel. I s nspied e
of work, remiisentof Rodgery's 1928 Alant recontings, a0 sl
carcully worked ou. The Iy shedcarie th ntation. n s hand,
o exch brek—Goitar & YodelBand.” “Plan.”snd Band up.
ol

Two mor sessions inished the week. “The Mystery of Number
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£ (0 adional stanza aer incorporaed into “TB. Blues).
Apparety the fl] complementof verss, with Armstong's rampet
raks, simply consumed 100 mach e, and the st hee were .
“The resling trncated vrson, the, ca b atrbied ot 03y
sense of namaiv, bot 0 the exigecies of T8 rpm rcorting
For 3 mumber of years,unil Amstone’s prsence on "Bl Yodel
No. 5 wa el exblished by Jones snd Chilon, the recoring
provide gt o the il of discographers.an the agument over e
oy o th iano playe, who perhaps eserves o crci hanyet.
scconded has contiued 0 smmer. John Edwards uesed,incomet
1y, wasEaHines,and i he cqally misaken et Boyd
‘Scoterand Mickey Bom were part o Bob Sawyer' stdiobad, b
specalation has causdproblens for e chroices illig 0 take t
o0 lerally. Converely. Bran Rost, in s fst dion o Joz:
Records, 15971931 credited the pano to Ll Hardin Armstong, bt
12 sicionsdo il with h work of Ssihio's second wile have
e unable 10 confirm her presence o the b of sl cvidence
Jones and Chiton ssr caegorcally ht he pianist s “deintly ot
Estl Hies or Ll Amstong, ™! providing substntal et 1 show
Bt il Lows weresepraed at the e and o working ogether
Consequenty, it seems somewhat aniclimactc (0 ofe he cvidence
of Rodgers yric deetbut thee i i, writen a1 he botom of
“Sundin o the Comer.” i the same hand that made reviions,
ndicuted bresks, and preservd he mames of i scsompanis

Recorded in Hollywood 7-16:30
Lovis Armstrong Trumpe, Lilln on Piano

Perhaps the unfortnatc omisionof st name allowste discussion
o 5o on.

X Somewha grete mystery. lthough o offe e consequence,
sumounds  curious ecoding sesion i which Rodsers prtcpued
e Gllowing day. i s stdiodte n Holywod. Togeperwithn
excvandevilan named 1 . Broasn,he rcordd a backfcesketch,
withou musc, caled “The Pullman Porers” o the oner of he
dilogue recodings popularized by the Two Blck Crows. As Hiam
and Hezekiah, a S0t of poor ma's Amos ‘0 Andy. Bronsen and
Rodgers suggle hrough o ot astless scrip i whic the Clever
Dukie (Rodger) shorchangs the Dumb Nigger (Bronsen) in 3
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n “The Old Mt s Been MightyGood”

cosinginHouston, he did 3 guest appeaanc” with the PulEnglish
Players, prominen en e company, and then signed o &
it engagement Wi th show's coming e season schedled 1o
open n Mo, Aough 3 fent show might sem  comedown from
e Loew Circu, g opy” had een oneofHwnie's e Loves sisce
e tme be toured with Billy Terell He was o well acqainied
withthe Engl show, hving atended i performaees bck in the
gy hen e e young raman nd ol e pecfore. More-
ve. gl offerd i what Nas for tnt ep  ecord gh sy,
and e shows scheduled opening e fer New Year's woukd
Sl bim to spend the hidays i Merdan, caching up on somc
mich-needed st 1 hd b 4 snsaona yar, bt th S s
begining 0 show.

1. o v ey Fke o' e Yo ey O ns

T
e e
fee ;

R S o
TR e
Eie SRR
D
ey R e L
gt ey
P e
SRR S
o e B e T
s -

T L
LEEEN IS

e T
s R R S T

e e
A s e
AR NS






index-298_1.png
Sumer 1930 El

R oty ecemly moved t the West Cusst and was snviov 0 gt
hsteve work he could . An old hand 3 stadio obbing, he
andoubtaly made the rounds andencounered Pee (who knew b,
it had hardly “veniod” him). Albough Armtong a5 8 musician
s of course superi 1 Rodger, their work logther was 1ot 35
“improvabe” s Jonessnd Chilo s o . Jimie s, e I,
& Blcsman, despite te pald pignetation of i ki, and hd b
making jazs-orintd ecodings i caly n i care. For s pr
‘Armsrons, upon rconding & cunty-wesiers LP in 197, obcrv
ha i was " chang fo e, dady. | was doing that same Kind of
ok foty yeas ago. The divisions, mre inagined than e,
exisied agely i th minds of naive fas and eckles scholr s
mor it on writin sbou msic han o lsnin (0 . No one
undersiood the niversaly of music, and specally o fzr betr
han Lovis Armstrong. | always sy  ht’s ot nanyLnguage -
300 bt it on the e, he remarked

Which s ot 10 assr that fimmie Rdgersaways did Commenting
on "Bl Yodel No. 9, the Rodgers- Armstong e whichgrew ost
of “Standin” on te Comer,” Jones 4nd Chillon corocly Sies the
performance: “Resrained athoity marks Lois solo:nthe backings
e sounds spprehenive WALt contending wih e probem of
fllowing he singer's makedly individial cncept o bar s s
Kind way of ssyng, 4 many of immie's ccompanists did in e
polic s, hat the Bloe Yodelr coudn keep ime. Despte he
Vague s ofunessies thtone dtects bt perfomances, Bl
Yodel No. i  signal achievement, oe thtfnsof bt musicians
can bl chrsh. 10 some exient Amtrong caies he e, he
cames isympathetclly. immered i mode of xprsson a0
Singer and musician alike: the angushe, deat, and ulimately
romphant anguag o h e blos. A o the yi el  umber
o lsteners have commented n s similaity 0 “Frankic and Johy,”
S et i he genra stace and seting. Whether his constivtes
Sength o weakacs s debaable  more srious distacton seems 0
b e sbrupiness wilh which the naraive ends, uresohvd.
Rodgers's Ty sheet revels, however, that th. orgnal tersion
conned thee additonalsanas, o of whieh xiend the “Franke
and oy paralle and deal with the actual shootn, and i,
Spproprse vene hoot he grveyad, hat onsome place wher hey
ey you fla on your back and trough s the it down i your
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went n kst constaaly n s dresin oo, and e ekt
e il “Tel mor 10 come. b snnounced. 10 e paper, addig,
I you ruload boys vant to rememir dere wort be.sny
bservance of Rule G [proiing noxicans when you come 10 s
e Said e, wih 3 wink, “That anged e alvays caved e s
o of sl On ane ccasion the fekiies piled ver 1 e
composing room of e Press Scimiar, where Jimie ogsed ot i
i bekeman's o, wet o 1ook 5p an 0 prvr friend fom
Meriinsnd, st incidntlly,go i s ke or e eveing
ediions

il cough, e Birspace of the Bues b scquied 3 repution
25 poor vaudeville own. Bt Mermphians umed ut g numbers
o Rodgers performance, and locsl reviewens reorded. their
entusin i o sneran

i Rodgrs, i some e 1 s ol e b v
Mo e o s mek's s Lo S T, and whe
i bad s s st apeaocs bt gt e ' 3 cod
b i e ot

Rodges 0 i mandls soppd e o This oy fom e
it ynds, s e sy, s gy cnord sngs o e e
e e s 1l . dsg s s comption o
s on

Memphishd found  ovor, axd i eciprocsed by wiing o
song dedicated 1 e ciy, “Memphis Day.” whih he inrodaced
uting  spcil broadeast over WAIC 2

“The s week n Novermber was i, and Rodgers ook dvanige
ofh ime o 0 sop over g n Merdanand 1o ck p i car i
Vit Wi is brother Tal, now a detecive wih the Meridin polce
re. Tl ok out i mandlin,and te o speatmachof e e
{ogeteron the back prch, having whst immi e referd 0 55”3
gl jmbore

T the time h opencd in New Orleans on Decerier 3, some.
substaia chinges were taking pac it Rodgerss act. For resons
Bt he v never very cxplic sbot, he ha begun to discard e
o garb and “The Snging Brakeman” sae g, iniad donning
e clotes and placing enewed cnghasis o8 hi bllng 8
“Americ's Bio Yosler * Songs wih brooder “pog” ppeal—le

ol “Inth Jslhouss Now. snd “Frankic nd Johany'—were
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George Brown came long. hawkin s wares. P huriey scamed
 bah f mamscres that Brown handed i, ickin out s urber
Call rarc Lallaby.” i wat fo work wth e compunct 0
Ieam it on he spot. When they'd fhed, Brown pulled on mre
Songs and ried 0 g Per o st 0 e, bt e s waved sy
“Why ity lkcn o i songs”” the musicians sk when he'd
sone. “We could e plety more.” “I'm o that ard up.” eer
eplied. “Theee's a millo song hacks i New York,ad i isted o
ane, T e “em sl pounding on my dooe”"

Bt George Brown” had gten i oo i hedoor. As a el of
i il sucees with “Priric Lully” and ober sl and
Westemorened songs, he reverted 10 s real e —which, by
intersing chance, formed  spoonerism of “Rilbily,” kthough the
llow himsell was Bosion beed and eocated 3 e New England
Conservtory of Musi. A Bill Hill, i e cognomen, he became
Fich and famous s the composr of such popular it s “The Lt
Roundup,” “Wagon Wreels” “Empty Saddis,” “Have You Ever
Beea Lonely?." “The Glory of Love.” “In the Chapel in the
Moonlight.” nd doscns more. " st Wester s -Prii Lulby”
may ave been, Jime Rodgrs'srconingof  belpd populrize 3
musical gene hat was o ourish s ape e n contoy Bl ad on
reconds fo decades to come

Just as “Pririe Lulliby" is ofien slighed for s supposed
commersalism, “In the Hil of Teaneves”ha becn dismisd s he
ok of “medicere Tin Pan Ally wrers.” In e, composr Sam
Lews hd o i credit such i3 “Five Foo T, Eyesof o

Rock.a Bye Your Baby with i Melody.How Y4 Gouna K.
“Em Down n e Fam,”“Dina,”“T'm Sitingon Top o the Word,
 Mamy.” a3 host f oters. Admitdly. “Hilleof Tenneses”
was something of & huied effort with 3 minor collsborsor, and
in ecording i, Per's odyen for diversity Jed i to back Rodgers
with on more hstly asembled “uptown ork.” Tt accompanied
perormance resled in anoher misse of 8 selfconsnad tknt
Whose best work was done sl Sull, with s s handicaps, I the
IS of Teapsse” suvives 3 analoether plesen pice of work,
pebps bcaus the anonymous musicias et over by e o on
e spur of the moment were e bt e of h o i
had e suck wil. Their peformance was, 1o ey the s,
profesions, ahfl  th song' ubsance 4nd the s ambince
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Suty—Septrer, 1932 s

As 50 ftn bappened i is sesions, th eprtoie meanderd fom
one exran o snoter Fom h sublimtes of “Gambiing Bar Room
Blus” the group moved on 1o close ot their work n Camden with

‘e Only Loved Three Woen.” 3 pateic old blld that was
iready fering it radion when Carey D. Harey (‘Down the OId
Rt Home?) came o with  verion for Jmene. Per was beady
unhappy with b the qality and quanity of wha theyd ecrded.
and. sconling 1o Sim Brysn, he muscans were 1 paiculy
plessd. ster? e Only Loved Three Women sty dd ot
improve. matiers

e hoped 0 stockpile at st  dogensides,bu i reserved lock
of s time had expird, along it the mseral 3 hand. Oy e
mastes were i the an,” and he oew that several o tose would
probibly never be reesed. Reshring aho the serous st of
Rodger' hath, Pe was mare concemed than cver shout b
up a bocklog agains the vaceran fuure. A source close 10 the
Stustion sk, Do quot e, but | ink oce knew e wasa
going 1 st uch lnger, and they waied 10 et all he rcordngs
ey could"™ A any rt, e bgan 0 arangelos saber i
New York, knowing ht Jimmic was goin ter 1 discss varous
usnes matesand perhaps atemp b vacation befoe reumig
1o Texa. MeMichen ad h the usicias were 1ld 0 come song.
A sesion was schedled for AUguS 29, st wo weks 4v3y, 0
v Rodgers  chance 10 rest and organie addional maerial

When the time came. however, he proded anly wo nubers—
“Nis the Missipp and You™ and ‘Sweet Mama, Humy Hone,”
b put ogethe rom s and peces he'd b camying arcund i s
ifae."Missthe Misisigpt and You' originted wih il Haly,
who'd writen "Rol Alog, Kentocky Moon.” “Sweet Mams” came
from Jimmi's San Antonio ugdy Jack Nevle,cosuthor o T
e Kid™ and “What's 17 In addion o these, Peer schedled &
remake of Inthe Hil of Tenpesce. Despte th rouble they ' had
with it in Camien, he was determined (o have the song. poperly
reconded in nder 1 cam the mechaicl royalis, for h'd aleady
PUBlishd he shet musc and asare e composers, Sam Lewis and
T Schuster, it wouldsppear o rcord. Sl ha et hem with
only thee songs for the sssion

Wil Rodgers and the musicians wre in ecr's New York office
discaving e sution, 3 young. songurir who calld hmsell.
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schol dropoutin Oxfod, o fa sy, were slredy i oo the
Brsh o Frenchservies (0 Figh te Diny Hon; others, incloding
Sum Willams, S Rodgess boyhood pal, ol s00n be
doaning U5 Ay Khaki I came as il supise 10 anyone when,
in ealy Apri, Woodrow Wilson wentbefor the Congressand calle
o 1o ke the world “sfe fo democrcy.” The House 1nd
‘Scae,refecting th nation's dominan mood, sty sred, and
‘Wilion' var esoluionpas by overwhelming mjoies. Te dstc
was Apl 6, 1917,

"Tiee weeks ler, on Toesday, May 1. in neay Lexingion.
Misisippi, a mamage lcense (mispelling e mames of boih bide:
a0 room) e e 0 M 1. C. Rogersand Mis Sl Ky~
Thir sges were given s 21 and 1 years rspectnly. being the
sauory ges prescrbed by law.” In fact, Sl had clbeted e
inceenh binhday 00 March 19 Jimmie would ot be twety untl
‘September, They were maried e tat day, itholy Tom snd May
Conn in sendance

“The ewyweds setd in sl spriment 8 few blacks fom the
Durnt rul shops. where T had at st goten what e hoped
wouki b sty o 1 an spprnicemechanic. Inh st Bushesof
marial b, e youngbide wroe 3 glowin, poignan s 0 Dora
Boseman:

Dest “unt” Do
Tinow v ey by by ot i we v s sy
10 vt ot e ol gt o s sk of v Drs
i, ks shut you 50 mch, tht e 5 kb ey
e s apy a1 e ca e b s e A bk
i b e e pat We'e heepig Do

"G oo come 0 o At Dors? We would e g 0
00 & have you wilh o any i, ' vry st 0 et s
e We o e e i oy S b oty i

L T T e m——
i be's vy
We cxpect o ke Durst ot o,
o e sy s, s dors forget s, s bopig you'
)
N e R
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Kathryn Rodgers,
about 1934, four
years before her death.
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amanger (Tweny-one Yeas” and hudreds of other i) and
Sometime recording drctor for Columbia. Thosgh Miler tey vere
Signed o recond some tweoty sides for Crow, one of the many
independent ot abels then suggling for exisence. But the
bl toued rado program fald (o mteilze—Brya s3d he
neve knew anyting abouti—and Jimmie's ambitous plans (0 ke
ihe group 0 London fo 3 lengthy persona sppearnce tour were
sl e sde (Pee hd i examind by New York spocalissand
42 0 he singer'srvaged hngs e in 1o shap t withsand
ihe amp Englic climste ) Back i Canden, Rodgees had spent st
ofthe e berween sssons i b, though it was during s priod
{hathe 1ld MeMichen, ' ot oi 0 Iy in e of these honpial
rooms and counthe iy secks an the wall 1 wan o die with myshcs
0% But however much e might ignore the serousess o his
Condidon and persist in making fancfl lns, te usicans 3 st
stz hat ey ad e or no flre with Rodger and began o it
sy Oie MeWinders disppeard, o fr 5 is known, o the
mists of istory: McMichen and Bryant et o Loisile, where Mac
organized he Georgia Wildats and ot ther o the stff of WHAS.
‘Some months e, bk in San Antnio, immie Rodersaoe carly
one winer morning. unabe 0 s, 4 tned i the it sation,
Moved at hearin his oldfndssgin,he wike Slim Bryant s cr:
“Sure did make me fel god 1o hear you. Wasent vy cle bt |
heard the gang snging “Bury Me on the Lone Priie My kindest
Repads 1 you sl Yo fnnd, Jimmie Rodgen, "~

By e 1992, the insttion once known 3 th Vicor Talking
Machine Company was no ongr the daring of the home enetin
ment bsines: A par of 3 ionl conglomer, s s o vt
more neuly tha of 3 chimney.comer sepchld. If RCA was he
wicked simoter in tis corpoae version of the Ciderella tale,
her namesake, rdio, hd somehow pererely besome e belle of
ihe bl The phonograph had grown s, along with bugay whiss
and high buton shoes Recond sl were. practaly s 5 Sane
il altough iy diss contued 1 withstand the Deprssion
et than some. dbers: " Bily Tones Sl Bulih.” reponed Vo
ey in undisuised masemen, noing in prtciar hat Sears,
Rochuck's “hick dise” mcket hd uigled snce 19301 Mai order
ales would play & majr ol insusaiing Rodges'srepatation e
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“The ominal leader wasthe piano playe, who et the temp fo he
oy, and Peer wisly chos Slim Byant o work ehindJie,
05 i along and protct aganst the tming eros ht 50 fen
Plagued i ot 1 ecod with accompanimen. This Bryan, wbo'd
Erginall oned Rodger purcly on specoation, becume e ol one
ofthose who had backed him 1n Camden (0 be retined for the New
Yok sssion. “Jimmie was  ltle hard to sccompany.” Byant sad
Iaer, modesl understaing is ow funcion. “Tiing was someding
e cared e shoatHe would sick i et b her nd ther, 1.
you hd 0 wach is every movement 0 e wihhi.” Predicing st
Whst Rodgers o do. and whe, was o sy mater, bot i nly
Shorewhie Bryant had gt 50 good it ht he was allowed o work
withthe union musicians o the b hat, 3 Peer 0 them, e’
Simmi's reguar uiar playe">

1 noting ele, the four sdes produced by thei oot cffors
demonsirate Rodgers' vrstily 4 an enrsine. [y Lowisile e
prvioussumme he'd hoked it vp with e Cartr Py, dong the
St of downhome rts-nd-gravy ovtine that wouldensine im 35
{he Fthr f il i he Counry Msic Holl f Fame; n New York
year tr, witout elly alterin his cssntal sane, be was s slck
indcasy s any o the pw o crooners. I fct, Pe had beeneying.
1o promote  network rio show for e, 4nd 1t may well ve
e i n sudion i i hat e sred o the “wptown otk In
any v, he dinincive fvor of the performancerpolshed.
upbea, e i evry sens sve Jimmie'schaacteisic yodel—
Suggesis the e his carer might Bve aken had is healh ver
permitied b o become atona . Regardes o the cricimsof
edneckpurists o on side and academic rls on he e, he
econdings which esled from hat bt ieroon sesion i New
Yok are o subsanil merit Al except“Sweet Mana, Horry Home”
sold wella st and (romiclly) i ong now scms o b the st
enduring cropping p cvry now and then. It s been perormed on
lbums s 3x Leon Redbone's On e Track (Warne BS 2658, 100
81975 movie, Raferty and the Gold Dus Twins, fetred Jimmie's
ongina recording

I the two-neek imerval between the Camden and New York
sessons, McMichen, Bryant, and MeWinderspcked up fre ance
ok in New York. I sidiion 0 playing severa vaudeviledis in
e <y thy managed 1o conact Bob Millr, prolifc composer-
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Jimmie ws qick 1o reognize the young guiar player’s lats a &
Conguritr "L giv o Sl s break and put hismame fst on the
recond s compser. e tld e, i  characitic gesture. Beyan
ke many thers, was impressd by Jimmi'sgenrosy and uray
emaingltr that “he was vy congenial fellow and nc the et
uppty o being » grat str”*

e 3 Tong weekend o et up, Jimmie retuned 1o recurd “Hard
Time Blaes” with Bryat, followed by 3 number that Radgers hod
entled ' Aluays There on Time," sccompunied by Okl
MeWinders. Both wre tenatively designsed Bluc Yodel, bt 30
sl eesid by Oberiin, “Hard Time Blus” was iven e more
accure (ad, in those Depresion days. mare commercaly sppel
i)t of “No Hard Tines” i “I'm Abvays There on Time”
became “Long Tl Mama Blues.” The taens of Bryant and
NcWinders ity sparke o hei espective s, with the rsl
hes e two ofthe best st come from e Camden sevions.
Biyants ckson “No Hard Tues” ae especially e, bighlghed in
e clen, progressiv break betneen th sccond and ind verce—a
Sound ke nothing hat had been heard beloe on  Jmie Rodgers
ecor. and a bright sugury of hings o come in counry music

Tt atermoon MeNfichen refoind th group for “Pesch Prking
Time Down in Georgia” one of Mac's own tnes that has since
become another Rodgers sandid. Lyrclly the s is 10 grest
shakes, bt th ba recordd i withan spproprse i, vared song
by MiMichew's fim axd resonan fddle. Paired with Prarc
Lullaby” it had the distincion of being the st ecord o be issued
Wil Rodgers was sl sl

“The band sounded evcn betr o “Ganbling Bar Room Bls.
ecordd the following day. But te matra was b beter—fac
Superior 10 cter of Rodgens's previous gamiber songs, “Thuse
Garier's Blues” and “Gambling Poka Dot Bloes * Suppiied by
Shely Le Ally, “Gamibling Ba Room Blcs” alo hd s s i
St Jame Infiemary” s0d  doren othr adionl variants n black
folk music; however, Rodgersasimilaed i it his own idiom and
experience, the rowdsynelerword of the down and o, ofrmen's
ives and in il vhers “Raiooed cope” are somctmes te st
cusomers e knew the scene well, and rendered it ilh the
approprncly mournfl note, 3 walling minr bey and te falseto
chin i place of his usual jaunty yodel
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fource sides—almost  yer's suply, t the ol te o sl
hich half & dosen o s hve ecome Rodgers “clssics”

“The Holywoad sesions were lanned s anoter werking hoidsy.
an opporunity for Jimnie 1 st sk up some Califomia sashine.
and o the i capsl while ot e sume e repleihing Vicor's
Storage vauls. The rip was ls anther dream come e o Jimmie
Rodges, fo although e id no 0 10 Hllywood or he etriners
sl rssons—o make movies—it afoded i chance 1 sc 400
meet i screen dos nd 1 ave in the uppr reaches of the
professon, Unforunatl. he was 10 il 1 ejoy is sy flly, bt
e round him ealized ot ow sick e was. A usal, e e 10
considerbi lengihs o concal N dicomlont and efvsed 10 be
Caerd to on accoun of his heal

Simaic s Carie aivd i Hollywood aound the middic o June
and sl o the Barker Hote on Mirar. Rdgers had ot rsly
ecoverd fomth s flae-up thithad (aken hi ou of the Swain
our athough n sny event Tecovery. i i s, was 3 Nighly
elatv trm). Nevertels, b wet 10 wok gt Sy, potig his
macrial inshape and cheaming wihthe vaios backup grops ht
Peee had lived up fo i

Vicor had only recently compleed s new quarer o dolr
West Cosst plant on Santa Morics Boulvar, coveing mos of the
blck bordered by Orange Drie, Romae Suee, and Sycamore
Avenue. Consiruted prmardly to sccommodse e company's
expanding nvoivement n ound-on i syschronizaton, th oew
buding was o dsigned with rehessal oomsand o ordisc:
econing o avgment he R K-O fciliies in ey Calve City on
Which Vicor had previouly relied for s Wes Cosst operations

Having managed 3 few days” et between reheanls and sigh-
ccin, Jimmic began oo betrandgrew daily more nxios o gt
on ith h ecorcng schedsl, s il dy in e s Mondsy.
June 30w  long 4 ambiiou on, with morming 4nd steroon
sessions of seveal hour. Accompanying i were two goups tht
e L citomize he best et came o of i work i Hollywood—
Lini e’ Harmony Huwaiiars, and oz arented combo nder
¢ nominal dicton af panist BobSawer,  oca tdio musician
The diy's work prodoced "My Blue Eyed Jane,” backed by the
Suwyer coningent, ad, with Melotire's Hawiins, “Mooalight and
ki and “Why Shoud 1 Be Looely?
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Tempations. Inaiion o e fin, delicious vl htemanated rom
he rl shop and poo roms, thre were coumtess les o o,
pranks o play, drugtores wilh Blgin marble soda counrs 404
gandy riket, and 3 sccevion o taty camival. e, 1nd
meicioe shows catering 10 the et crowds unabe 10 aford the
“expenive companis and Ieuding san” which plyed the Opers
Hois. Among th st and prodcions whichsppeied in Mridia

ese yeas were “Poly of the Cirus” Mrgaret Angln o “The
Avakening of Helena Ritchie” the AL G Fied Minsteh, and he
Novelty Graams,  song-dance-sdscrobatc e ondr canvis
e the Sun Brohrs Shows (4 camval). the Ringling Brohers
Circus,and W. 1. Swain's Repetoir Conpany. “Capain” (vents
aly “Colonel") Swain would figue signicanly in Rodgers's
prfesionl careryears . Young Jimmie, spprcnly sarimck
o bieth, was fasimaied by any ind of how:he was priculary
encted whe the Gem aad Ele thesers. both sominally vadevile
ouse, began o show the newfangled v picres b cs.
He'and ke ran with a g of boys ke themselves, a1 amophos
band o whelps who skippd scho,roled aage cans hrough he
alleys  nigh,snaked i the “fickers.” ra crals and i odd
b o packet money. peddied newspapes nd Jus of molses (1
Cccasionlly 3 o o b of somebing haréer. begged or hisled
Whs thy coud' i, sltertly losled ad hostled et away.
Jimmi’sscholing duing these e monhs i he fall of 1906 was
mosly o th s variety, and Wil sy ot have done mch for
i moral worh." i became the foundaon of b his ant ad s
e, 0d served im well.

o natur of hit exsence s messurbly slerd when b went o
ive Wil s Aunk Dors & few mons ser. Notng would
permanenty change i “rough and rowdy ways"it was 10 i for
hat—but out s Pic Springs there were 50 lleys 1 roam o joke
Joits 0 fisquent, und he wassepcated from daly contct with s
Closestconor, ke, who' been seat o v with 's et In
Place of all ht was  decpriag relationship with Tl hn mturing
{ato i e tns, a sober and bl yourg msn who hd shwsys
e the, o lvelcadod of Aaron Rodgers's boys. In Aaron's
sberce, Tl became the nearest N 1 & fther o e o that
crcil age o i e, and h younges boy doled im. Mot ol
here was the alm 3 scadying mence of Dora Boseman, who.
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o Mis. sgsin ll my Peopl ae dow on me. Ao my Broters &
e here 1 s  are ke of sl iy svelived by any of he
dogged optimivm rat sy maked ven b lskes s

eas e b would sing of Texas 2 the Iand of my boyhood
s " Apparetly e fthem came e i 191, o whtevr e
outome o s projcted it te Lo Ste S, by exly he next.
e e wasbuck in Misisip,working at various o d, s sl
Sourting s sccesion of-Sweet e g, e of whom s o ply
il bt sinican ol in s it

roms
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roblesome and unplessantepsodes of s st years. AL the moment,
tseemed coough that i suprise eunion hd g s well and was
o bind him. He had resing professionl matens 1 atend o

i eventu poin e Swain Rodger partnrsi, sheady undr
sun, came. apat completly. For some weeks Jimic had becn

plgued wih por heath, and meting Sl agai, covpled vih the
o of disoveinghis nw daughic,did hot e mates For is

i and ke the show rsnin ity ool
‘S also lamed e fo (he poor busioes ey d encounere,
caiming tht Rodgers was ot or Iess  stsnger” in Knas
Okhoma. That charge had e valdy, cspecly inthe Soonce
St wher even today Jimmie Rodgers i are lgion. Moreover,
‘Swain should hav been able 1o draw alinces i Kanss, his v
home terory. Obviously e coudn, business and weather cond
o being what hey e

Later Swa thestened 1 sue Rodgens, mplying tht s conract
bosnbroken. Bt e’ e 1 Wldo O'Neal back i Ape mskes
i€ clese that even the Rodgers was planing  reconding session for
May o Jne,and His plans wer hndy kept rom e Colonel. Swain
fcied he dssension b negotting  rplacerment o immie withot
hisstar' Knowide,cventully sgnin Ben Tupin,the o comcdian
of et ims. Turpn,now fon pist hispime, b jind the rvpe
in e May: Jime geneousy sayed with he show a5 headlner
il Tupin got s act togther and Swain preparednew billing and
publicy By the e e ncouniered Siel, howeve,he was i need
f st wom down by the rigors of e tha o o ofon nght
sand and constantly ravaged by feve and coughing.

"Th egular Follis show, wih Rodgers headling, had been
adverised fo an appearance in Wewoka on Tuesday, June 3. Bat
o the precding weckend Swln postd paer and ook lrge s
o the Wewoka it announcing Topi's o Pesoal Tour—
and sing the same My Dear PUc” eter fo Tupi, wih only
Sigh change, that be had ron over Rodges's signsur, again
Plgsing Colone Swan a5 the gretstshownn of e sge” and
Capaning why “myselfad soch 3 wondertul show” were appeaing
e By th e Swain nd Tupin plyed in Wewoks, Jmme
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colcgueenielyand force bim ot This ncludd seedin the word
hat e was podding s xpense accouns and otherwise cheaing the
company. Peer It charged

“Apparely few Victor executives beled Oberscin, but the
Stuation cased srious imal probes, evenually reching the
atention of RCA's grind mogul, Divid Samoff, Maters came 03
ead i Sepember, 1932, st s ivesgsors e Depaineotof
Josice were taking a hrd ookt the urEcoing grovh of cesin
crerinment conglomerstes. a0d Saroff was ony 100 aware tht
RCA's cxpunsion ino ecords and rlking picurs. through 1
acqision of Victor nd RK.O, had placed the Corporston in
ety of vioatng ant-monoply Stucs. “Mr. Samoff woke up 0
he fact tht, for exampl. Souhern Musc owned copyights and
e agreements,” sad Per, “whi on he bt hand, RK.O,
which b hd prchasd nthe mesnime, e oyin e synhron.
g rghts o pblishers. e words b was o bt s o e
fence, and b b heard ofthe e Deparinent n Woshinion, and
was it e fad hat b should’t b o b sies o e fene st
the sume time. A very astte man, this fella

Sarnas simple nd ingeniou solaion sl both the st
prblem and th PeerObersein wrangle n e stoke: e xdred th-
Sl of Southem Nsi, 4 saw that i was ofeed immediely (0
Ralph Pecr. Th . prcisely o Per's lns;frhermor, becaose
he could make  show of doing RCA a favor by taking s nwantd
sbsidiary nd sipping way fom b confict with Obersca, he gt
he company fo susanially what he'd ok o n 1925, ot
owward o Depresion dollas ook vlue” was Pt erm).
Over and shove i widfall P rccived th ul vl f sl
copyrighs cquired by Suthen n the ievening our year. I ve
‘s b sort of tankfl o Oberstin Pt sid . He elly
B0 gt mach ou of the dea, becase | had all hese people
Rodgers, the Carers et .| ined 0 e iy oiginlacagements
it Victor, o it il ot of kicked back on i, In (e, ik Victor
Canclled on of my nots which [ was payig t the company, ot
because of what Oneren ad don.”

A s stteent sggess, Per'sconecton with Victordid o end
‘he b esumad sl owersip ofSouters s Working rough
ind around Obersci, e contnued (o amange sssions, selct
il 3nd overee pomoton for & number o the s he'd
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I the hoarest of melodras, a poor ot vail apgrosches the
dapper srnges, rgging a1 s pans e and whimpering “Daddy.
iy, n 3 plous voi. "Gt avay. k" rowls h beroeavy.
ions o ptenkty s dancin i i head, befre g ht -
et crphan it the golden ringlets s indeed is o o st
il Fron ll ecout,that ws the e, with mino modifcatons.
it took plce folowing Rodgers’ performance in Holdevile.
Asonished s Rodgers must have b 10 s his fomer wite
backtage, he recopmized Skl 1 once and grcied et vy
Nomentanly, ecovering from the shock of it ll, he was beaming
provly and showing 3 genine delight at bein te b o 3 child
Whise exiince he spparenly hd never even heard of ol it
‘momen. ' On the spot. e atographed o of bis famous “Thambs
U publicy pictres for her, mecribing i “To My Sucet e
Daugher. Kathyn Rodgers. Swee Heart 1 one you. from your
Dady Sincey Jimmie Rodgen 5030 In gt of e v,
oers would have reionto ook opo that ¢ 2 pecipian, o 1
Teat v, bt there i o evidenc 1 show that Rdgers el 5, or
{hat e cverchanged s e tward the daughcr he ws o know
sty For i, i was enough hat she ore s rame, 5 well 3
emarablc rescmblance (4 <iting iage” i th words o one
Scainance Alvoys sdspable o whsever e bought b, Jmmie
ook 10 insant aerbood 35 he 4K 10 verything she.openly.
Eenerouly, and wih 45 much cohusias 5 he could mostr
“The nex day was Sunday. n open dte for he Swan show
AMoogh he was rumin o emperatur and flin the ciects of s
exhausing schedsle, immie droe 1 S’ sputment n Wowoka
il 3 crioad o presnts o Kty cverying b coud ind o
oy for e sad a Tend. Included wers 3 byl rlle sats,
camers, cloies. and 3 blldog puppy which tey named Aby (e
erunym of “Americ's Bl Vodeler 1 That e doy be inseibed
o pictures fo s former wite, e aber bind and forml
appaenly nended fo pblic dislay: S| wish you 3 yours il
¢ Happiness. on canlh Sioendly T Rodger” The o,
igned smply e, ”conined s ore pesona mesage. showing
pebaps where i el merests oy It ed, Sl plese e oo 10
Kathyn s Knowyou il Wt he i o Ko was e engt
which Sicla night .t follow his advie, o that her effons in
Kathryn's behalf would ventally mbril him in some of the more






index-386_1.png
Siy—Spumier. 1932 .

i deth, when Montgomery Ward essed iewsly 90 pecent of s
ecordd reperaite on s own e and 50 the recoings
bt quanties foryears. Bot the il (ldish rae (o new
e from the mountaine and hitrands had pavad 5 poges.
Vicor o longer placed  premim o blcssinges, balldees, 4nd
ring band— e tei valos dimmshed, 50 h dmand o he
Specl serviee of Ralph Peer.

“Ths tum of cvents was of rlativly e comsquence o P
Abough he had profed considerbly fom i ivolerent i blocs
nd bl music, he'd e realy b stsid it st
e him ino the company of howe paiers. hobos, mountin
illcrues,jug Blower, andsickly bakemen.He cold ke leasire in
he fvancil revards of hilbilly musi nd 1o sk i is ol 3 s
discoveer, bt he sevr quite came o terms wih e e ht N
fortune s place i caurl oy resed on he ks of immic
Rodges and the Canr Family. They made mancy, bt they evee
el pave him the repectabilty which he covecd.

Whle Peer was ruing Vicor's fed operatons involving
illilicsand lacks, he was s anging on isown for (e poplar
ket nd doin i b could (0 esabh bl a5 presipoos
s publsher Rodgeesad the Caerswere s of paying b
Bl while Per ol wht e Hoped would one day e 3 subsantal
seocral calog and satchd desperscy fo the ne glorious pop i
st wouldpropel i o the ranks dominaied by Shapo-Bemin
Irving Beln, Desylva, Brown and Hendeson, il Mo, M.
Wimark, and thers. This . rane sl had moiatd i, back
1928, 1 hand over control f Souher M 1 RCA, wih e
nderstanding hat Vito's ARR departnent would fuvel s pop
matcrial ito Souhen's catlo. whise profits axd copyrghts eer
continied 1o share To his great disappointmen, howeve, the
aatement was nevr relly honered:the company ' cstion drectors
in New Yok continued 1 fgnore him, ad it was largely by chance
Bt e g his few popula s —notaly Fosey Carmichacts "Ly
Bones” and sevrsl Do Redman number. inclaiog “Chary. " which
McKinneys Coton Pckes had made o  hi. By 1931 Oberiein
was ey encosching on Pecrs ilbly and rce busers,
medding i he slecion of cral o be ecordd, verding pans
o Bl s, pomotng new srists of s owe, and cvetully,
accodin 1o esr, resorin 1o various Shady actc 0 dcred b
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Appendix I
‘The Blue Yodels of Jimmie Rodgers

Bl Yose”
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s poinedly. “Wouldanybody pay tht uch or 3 ew reease by
Come' ock str—ny rock A7 A populr sy bt i tht the
tandard order in genra stores became -3 sack of flowr, 3 slab of
acon and the et Jimmie Rodgers recond.* Altoogh Rodges's
appeal 5 generaly considered 1o hav cenred i the South and
Southwest, s popularty on record exiended sros the mtion, v
10 uban and more sophisticated e n othewise entifed with
ihe arly days of oty musc. Talking with 1 eiderly genteman
who'd fronied dance orchestas and owned 3 record sbop i &
Miduesten city dueg the Thiies, 1 wied o feel him oot sbout
Rodgersand simiar performrsof h e, bt qicky leed ththe
d e s o ilillies.” Wheneve he tpic came vp, e uickly
et side, an becaus he had 50 many ther ncrstin things 10
1k abowt, 1 gradually gave up. Al severalconversations, however,
Vhappencd o ssk wheher e Bad perhps socked e Rodgers
econds n i o fom et me. ~Socked  ew? 1 socked e
S h S, brey bl 1 ide s disgus. S thousands of ‘e,
Kept me i’ business all trough the Thiies "

Sinc th onet of Radger's sl suceess, Vito had e ising
ot ight Rodgesrecords sch year,aersing e el evrysix
vk Even sttt modest st the company found i nressigly
it o ld a sockpl rom which ssfactory ks cold b
rawn. The umber of sesions™ grew snnually. from two i 1927 10
b in 1928 and five in 1929, e peak seir. Thee sessions
producd, in terms of ssgned marix numbes, s sides n 1927,
weny one i 1928, and twenty-sven n 1929.Of e, et alf
doaen had been decmed unsasactoy; afhough hey wer eventally
elessed e Jimmic's desth,they were lry ot up 1 the Standrd
hat Vicor, Per, and Rodgers would have prefered o maiain.
Insead, il concened had o cope 45 best thy.could i the
vagris of Rdgers' eathandthe xerprsendificuly of finding
Stabie materal. By the summer o 1930 e Vicor vaulscontined
matersfor ony thre o fou mere Rodgersrlese: sy wih the
Swain tour an cterpersona apearancs, Jmic hd ok been (03
o sice Novermber. In the nerval. however, be'd ot togeter
Sbstatialamount of el 0d e fformed Pcrhat e wa eady

o make pleny of records.™ A i umed ul,te series of sssions in
Hollywood in June and oy was the most poracied of i caee,and
e aly e n 1930 hat e was 1 ecod. From thes ssioms came
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Yodeling My Way Back Home

Uniike Gene Ausin, Vernon Dalhar, and dozens o lese con-
emporarics Jimmie Rodgers woukd ot e long enough 1 oulst
i opularkty. Pehaps e s forunae in i respct. Only e in
thousands—he s Bing Croshy orClrk GableorGroucho Mars—i.
Eranied a long and succesfl et the tp i show bosies, with
none o the changin fortuns, dips o ovscurky, and ameiabe
comehack atpts hat e e carers f ven such sl ights
a5 A1 olson and udy Garland. Th profssonal s o countyaists
e otrously oduring. yt s possibe 1 avision Jimmie Rodgers
s been, fading avay ffom the scee by the L Thiies, e
Koown 1o new generaions of auiences, pehaps sufacin 1gin
rifly i he wave of postalgiatha gave Autin 3 very mior second
fling, o being rediscoveed long it b odimers i the ok
e of the Fifis. AL e time of his deth, Rodgerv's syl was il
g copied widel. ad his recordscontined o el 2 wel 3t any
aers. But, rom the stadyoiat of i immedise pofssionl I 1
o scems clar ha by 1952, the Bl Yodele’s carer had
peaked and begun 1o dip. Any sar taction can expect 3 certin
Jeveing-oft of popularity onc s il novely as wom away. bt
in Rodges's e worseing heath had 0 he  major o 1t N
decline 1 genral business condtionscomributed 1 the suion,he
had cerainy faed beter than most during. the Depresion. The
obviou speculations ar hard o resist: What if Jimmic hd been
eally? Wt if there hd ecn o Depression? Pehaps e would
Have Mourbshed i old age, scculy mocbed in the poblc






index-486_1.png
Appendic @

sty  rosd show comprisd of four o i st which remind o
Eter throughouth o 3 spered 1 concion wih e
im: A mafcaionof s v, s combition vt ko 1
i preetsion o vaodelin* Rodgen's it ncoed Al Gorkors
‘Do, e T Ry (Frlcs ofthe Norh i S ), conedam Faer
Ny, e o snd MO D' B Dty e, imm.
e, sppein 1 e vored et cone” k.

e sho e o o Evanvil, oo, e, Tk, Mol
and Boson, bt e Hoatn, Rodger's e disppeard o e o
i illard,and e e i . Pl Esgl Pl Ml A
e reon o " umel n Lo, bockng ol snd il
i o orgameon' s shows were s 10 b hopped or il
Bitboud, Nov. 4 s0d Dec. 5, 1929,

PAUL ENOLISH PLAYERS

Gulfpon, M wek of an. 1
Fckion, M wek of o 14
Vickimrg, Mis, wek of . 21
N, Mt vk of Feb 4
Hatieshig, M. ek of Fob 11

et fo eridan, dus a spponi. Plays wee the sy of
8 g, 8 ke et compan, bt Radgers ik Fnen
st g 15 30 iy Added Acion” O s
et sppearin on e il were Ev Tras, + boessoge, gy
Goulnd, comedian Busdy Boker, vocals; and Hipey Cok's Kestcky
s, ol b T v wen a1 Bl e, nd s Gul
s e Rodgers et 0 recond i N Yok

INDEPENDENT BOOKINGS
Sping. 19
Bie Spin, Tex.. wek of e 25
Ly T, Dol T Ape. 6
Pace Theser, Lutbock, Tox, A 11 od 12
A Teser, Kemle, Tex.. My S

Rodgesspesres sk, i conunction with vasios o il gy
bl it e plye i s e o o s . bk e
Shove e the oy ppeace o Wk cvenc s el i Sping
e o conmes
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was in Memphis, chckin o th Pesbody Hoel, He wrot o bis
futher in Gage, telling i h was sl tred snd vorn ou” 104
woukd 00 b on his way to Merdian for 3 few days rest

A ek or o in s hometown pt Him bck o i fet, and
srmnements vere competed with Rl Per t begin e seriof
conings onthe West Cost ate in Jue. While Swai's Hllywood
Folles and thei washed-up movie star suggled on trough the
boondocks. and backwters of Askansas and Lowisiars, Jmmie
Rodgers headed toward Souhern Calioraia and he naion's i
capal aboard he Souther Pacif’shaary Sunset Limied, 3 10
prov just who ealy deservd the “Hollywood” biling

By cry Ly it was clsr 0 ceryone tha Colooel Swai'sho s
i b more foly thn Folcs, and the bi balyho in the trde
publicatons ended with 3 thod. “Revers o Od Poly.” eadined

lboard. “Col W1 Swain cus pesonne afler usuccssol tor
with“Follies. ™ Turpinhad proved o e  disal i, and Swai
et 10 New Oreans o e peape, ik his wounds, 1 ponde his
et move. By carly fall he wis back o the road agan with 4
combined dramaticsnd musiclcomedy show (Two Show Unis
Warking 53 One Combinaton”). With oy bl the old cat ryin 1o
o wic a mach. it met wih seaterd success nd cosed betoe he
endof the year. * Thewily old Colonel would continue 0 mount some
St of tent enterprse ach year thioughout the Depeesion, bt his
Shows grew pogresively smalle, hinnr, nd mare ragged. Never
agin would there b anyhing s spangld 4 ambtiov 5 “Swi's
Hollywood Folles o 1930.™ By 1935, the once-grand and pripaitc
old showman had rn ground in th tiny et of High Iand
Teus. opeating 5 “shooing allry” movie house and tying 16
unoad the remnants of his 13 en i, A yei o s0 e e i,
ke and fecble, on the st few acres that emained f i ranch st
Digh, Ko 7

Despie the darkeing Depression, demand fo Jimae Rodgers
recods emaied fim. Oklahoma e Tony Thomas recalslong
Hines of countey ol forming i front of the musc sore n Hugo
‘Wheneve news of the Blue Yodele' et relese vt posed: ll
were repatd 1 spnd a dy’s pay (and fos some it was more than
ha)for 3 single, gl 78 rr ecordcoining only wo 501 by
hei b, “Today,aday's wag sty dollars and move, Thorss
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onginally signed—a loos arngement which ctualy lasied almost
il i death Bt the e conseqence of Serofl's srewd
maneaver was (o et Peer'scnrgis d atntion 10 the s
publhing business and away fom the day-lo-day caeers of the
poopl, such s Jinmie Rodgers, whom be'd guidd 0 sardom.
Some, ke the e Faily, might R case fr complit s Per
himsef admited, “They weat off on their own when | G do
anyhing o them. Bat i hecase ofhe Blue Yoee, i was of e
comsequence. Eveyone Koew he was dying.
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Appendix It
Jimmic Rodgers's Personal Appearances

i Rodgers loved seces, e o sl Thoughont s caree e
s i he lighestopprety o "t ew e s e
4, it e o o  omens ke, oun ey, B many
of bt s wis e sl a2 i e, by bocked
Tando, ey v e el necnded. B e s lyd s i
e Eas South, 4d Souica, beadieg i i vl bl
il . On sl ter caon s bk o chedied
s of abing et repeae ompacs, o while s ppeances were
e i by s sad ctber i, e s oves
s can e e wilh s sty P somciey s 1o
Rodgess prss bk (sow i he s f s dsghe)wil b e foll
et of i vel: the Fllowag chrt i 0 ol of b 60 Roowe o
i el sppesrces

STANLEY-CRANDALLAKEITH CIRCUIT

e Thesr, Washingon, D.C.. A, &

1 i st appsace on  igime cicu, Rodges b te s
s o e bl were Chre ABfT,ppulr okime s s e
o known s “Te Yanke i e Loney G, g s
cerFrnk S s the Kando B, The By of 1000 S
o Batest petrmed 45 s of ccemons

TRodges s played sburban heses o e Stsey-Cudal chin, b

Ao, 1928

Loaw's St Thestr, Norfol, V., N 511
Loew's Capol Theair, At G, Nov. 1215
Loew's Sk Thesr, Mg, Tew.. Nov. 1935
Loew's S Thesr, New O, L3, D 3.9
T Loew Theser Howtan, Tev . D 10-16

For Loe's, Rodgr tured with whet s Rnowe 31 30 i i
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e and Pesr) acquied new mateal. As Ray Hll woukd do b,
O'Nea hd idicatd ht e prefered havig  royaly aragenen,
cther tsn sellin is songs owight.Rodgers gt caion: 1 don't
o i you ae s o act reaning s ropalty busines, but 15
004 racke ad very had 0 et . Fox the materia O'Nealhad
Submited, Jimaie offered “Our regla spuled smoun.” Wi he
e nducement hat he would“pt your ame o he rcords with
mine, 150 shet i 3 hall componee of the munbe,” 3,
"M, O"Neal plss b i mind a1 am o ng 1 et Yo sorg
o the il um of $25 00 r $30.00, bt that s cur i o o
Iy or pocas. ™ This agres precsly wih Peer’ account years
afrward, Despie the vuaned asseion that I ever bought
Copyrght” ot nsead slways insised on peying componr ol
e clery hd o qualms i the aiss thmseives bought maerial,
‘hich of coune e couk then copyight. I o, he scems 10 have
cncourged the practe. “People wouk sénd Jime songs.” Pect
admited, “usallyJust yrics ad i e ik hem e ad ntracions
rom me,he woud by thes yics ad pay he ey v dollar,
iy dle, someting Tk ht, nd have e i ol il of sl
Buy the oursght” v Andy Jerkins,an sablshed compose in
i ow right, b 0 shre illng and roalies, wheher Rodgers
added anyhing 0 is materal o ot Explining how Rodgers car o
s Jskin's song, Persid, “Jenkin would s e the matrsl
nd 1 0 oer o i nd i i ke . why. wed ke . 1
ik we usuallycutin Rodgrs.” Th “utin,” 3 songaricr Sy
‘Can caplins i is atobography, 1 Shoud Car, “was anyone
‘h coukd gt your sn ecoded,pubshec, o plyed, hich e
i e appered o te song " 1t ws o common prcic i he
maic busncs,and os of e amsiees who suppied Rodger with
materil wre ventually convined 1 el or e meagercne e
foeand th glory, el o imagned, of bvin thei wok ecoded by
America's Blue Yodelr

Rodgers had 0 ok in lcain bis ollborsor in Caendon,
athough he dd cncounce O'Nesls pacnts o the e befor e
Show and chaied wihtem at ength. When it e o ht O Nesl
was vorking in Amanlo, Jimmie suggesicd that the ext day hiv
ther bing the young s o Panhandic, wher he Folleswould b
Plying.InClrendon hat ight, Jmme gave“Hobo Bil's Lt Rie™
3 prominen place n bis st anmouncin 0 theacience tht one o i






index-373_1.png
26 Going Down ha Loncsame Tl

10 S . o o W s, e o e e
. il e 12 1936, . 30 D, 22,198 . o 1 981, .2

P . 2 i o g 2

3" S Hommn P D ;x 24,191, p. 14,

iy
e, honi v he compay o e 2 Bl 2.

FEozasan
e

s s s i T W, Moy 1, 175,
it nees Sty oA b e
o iy 5
e s s . B ST A ok
P o, 5 i 05 ko
e i A 0 o 3 Dt Chmgt Gy
' o ot s w1
e e e T

Y e -

51N, Bt NP A 8 28,1976 B’ s e it
o ek i R e 5 5 v e 4
Pyt

238 BT 31,14 o oy o o 2 T
o ——

Ny i Yo s e et e by i R s R
i GG by e ki Gt Cprgh e U 57






index-473_1.png
- The Recorings of e Rodgrs

Ry B
Qi ettt o
Low 705202 Misimipi Dl Bls V. 416 ey 2015,
SR e e e
et e et L)
o A e
s s, B wovn e

o A ks s e,
o s e
I

Qusionile Ansbatons:

v the ye, e ave e repested s of wnogd condng
Sssions nd sl matrs of s i hose Rodges s kaown 0





index-372_1.png
pra— s

den 10 ne in Jimmie’sprcarious conditon, it was sl e than
e 515,000 criinaly e fr, n additon, he cout deried ouriht
Stll's clim for rembunement for hr past ervies n canin foe
e chid Lae he would b ruoes o 4 hugs et fud st up by
imnie o bothof his dsughers, bt 3 ar 5 Kby s concermed
here i no tangibl evidnce e she recivd anyhing ot han
e stipulted $50 4 month watl Rodgen's deah the flloing
May. Albough bis will made 10 povisionfor e, i e reson
aic to sssume that Caie made 3 nominal seteent of some o,
1o svod forber 4. mare s clams againt the e In ny
v, Kathryn's maiage and subsequet desh i 1938 rendered he
mater cloned

Just how. il tis may have affcied Timmie Rodgers is anoer
mater for conjctre. The siuation s clowded by 3 mas of
contrdicions and enignas why he s ckpowledsed the chld and
hencomested he s, the exient 0 which Care snd v brother, ot
Willamson,inflenced his acons why Scll nsised tht“he sked
me 10 sue im, " whe the evidnce poins (3 it and proonged
Coniest why bis s ife el compeled o ke such acton n the st
s, in view of Jimmie's noorious gencrsty witheveyone—and
Esecilly, on would ssume, withhechild e d s cpenly welcomed
¢ is own nd on whom h'd avihed i and aenion s e
st meeing.

Pethas Jimmies srongest racion o the cour's decision was
simply  fclngof gret rle tht the whole it was oer. There
cam b e doubt tht e been pulled i many diections o ot
only between i o Tamilies” bt hamd s well t g sl
“wha e hysical e e hd et norder 1 msitan some ot
of professions e in the midt of i ll.

s te s
L o5, .. 1.
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e, 10 was  happy deision, for th records whih Jimmi mate
with Dean Bryan C. L. Huhison, Jobn Westbrok, Jmes Rikar,
and George Macillan ae among is vry best. One can oly lament
Bt i cocion wilh these rmusicians was 50 bt nd tht it
esuled i only four sdes. Bt thoe foursdes eveal Rodgers ot he
{op of is o, and at east on f thr—Waiingfor T —hss
found an enduing place in the musical comsciousnss o seerl
seneraions. Couney music pursts 4nd corally nane “Tas” of
Comemporary styes sometimes dee the 2. clement i these
recontngs s datd orcomy, bat i fc ¢ skillfully exceed and
oty aubenic. s sound e 0t o day nd o estamcnt o
e aelssness of Rdges's artsty. To he tme-wis, Lo musicas,
and 10 hos s lisen fo the ol perormance, s iy 5
mmedisteand sbeni, st of eance. Adritedy, thefavor
Bt emanates fom thes recordins s peculary cr-bound, he sty
yelow-god urs of the te Twenis (. qualty s ovingly caght 14
rred by Mere Hageard s o versions of the o). Vet thy
Spek 2 el o the moder sesiilny 1 the et mut-rcked,
Over-duboed chart.cimber out of Nashile

e band's pover andcobesion i ot sppare when they jim
between choruses, nsaly dring he brak e by Huchison' comet.
on "My Carolina Sunsine Gie” and bohind Rikard'sclaivet 0 on
Wiing fo 3 Tsin." The bess an reed shae o b bt cqually
‘i ot on“Calornia Blos” (Bl Yodel No. 4, promping
Rodges 10 sound off. Man, man, le’s o o owa” Bl even more
Vil the waythis hscure ik band works throughout o einforce
Rodgess vocas, shorig hi up afcery sitegic pon, oting in
sirong and sold ye wilh s he proper resiam. The sl s,
played lf handed by John Westbaok,desrves special atendon, 3¢
{hok o but delict ks bebindthe s vereand shors of My
Caroina Sunhine G clealy demontrate. There'smor fthesame
beoughout “Calfornia Bise,” where the cnire band funclios,
\ogeter and variculy. in 8 cal-anrespons fo Rodgr's yic and
yodel The mood is clarly inectious, and Jmmie caugh i,
esponding with the uiquly vigorous. i swiging prformances
8t would engage he sympahies and emotons of millons 35 o
oters of b tme ever 4.

"The proup ha gt matersl 1o wock ith. In priculr, My
Corolina Sumshin G  sbstantl sucessfo Rodger,seems 0
deseve - bt fote thn e yars hav accoded . Actally
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Heard the Gang Singing *Bury Me on
the Lone Prairie”™

“The shaboy cxperience of J. Doug Morgan's Sho n the Big Circus
Tenthad signaled only anoier downard s i e i descnd
ingsprl Eary in Rodgers'scarcr Peee hd ld i that he aversge
Tfe of s reconting st was nl hee yeas  propeey it ek e
for hundeds of ther phonograph st whod rcn  popuiy
the flh Twcntes 4nd soon vamshed it the oniught o the
Deeesion. I many prs of th county customers sl guhered
masc ores 1o et the montly Jimme Rodges ecse; bt the
crowds were mach smale now, 45 thre were oler signs that e
oo on e Rodgers os had hegun 0 wit. By 1932 h o ovel
and disincive aus of Americ-s Blue Yodelr was only 5 comfor
bk, famiiar reminder of bete dys, and the wav ofaenion
hd reted him  fow years e el o quict efrence s the
nation went oot the moe pesing bsies of 3in (0 sy S
Yoelers vere s dime 4 doren mow, d ahough some yean would
pas befoe the Gene Aurys and Erest Tobbs would i 3 e
aionl aicnc, h net ffctof 30 many misons was o it he
iready diminished market for Rodger's ecods. AL b same e, 1
s limied his exposure and iTused his impoctupon he poblc

Wilh Siel's lawsui fally seled, Jimmie vent o Meeidian,
Supposdly t et for 3 onth o . Bk withindeys b ws p s
and raming the county. tmeling o ce g rends, bookne
Spurof-he moment perormances i snall -own tesers s0d high
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play the i dtes ad Publix houses that McCrea and P nd
booked, togeter it othr sppearnees that he armnged Wl
song the way. In Miam, hee was bl reunion i Gene Ausin,
and's onesighter a1 the Olympia Thete, where o e following
‘Sunday e ctraned, by reques,te huge nicrdenomisations!
NMen's ible Clas. Apologiing tha b kncw o “charch songs.” he
aave e nstcad I h Jahouse Now” awd “Frankieand Johany. -
and ecived 3 sanding ovation. The i st to esd bk
Toward Merdan, by way of Alat, 10 meet Ragh Peer and his
rconting equipment

Peer's excurson that fl 1 Memphis, Noshville, Aluc, snd
Brtol was o be ne f s kongest and st producive. I thiny e
sessionsin Memphis throughout Septembe, b recrded e of the
arates blucsmen of l e, inclading Fury Lews, han Bracey
and Chae MeCoy. Cannon'sJo Stompers. Wil Shae’s Mimphis
Jug Ban, and h legendary Jim Jckson. A ek vas spen i
Nl reconding 3 nomier of carly Grand Ole Opey perormers
whose fume. on o st he e, cusipped et oty on
econts; ronical. baely bl the s e thrs were ever
elssed by Vicor, and Nashville was i elfct “write ofF by the
recording sty I Al Peer recoréed Rdges, ey
Whiter, Bind Wile MCTel, the Georgi Yelow Haners, the
(Carlin Tar Hees, axd cier. The Bridol sessions sl n 2w
sides by severalold hans,incudin Alfed G. Kmes, Enet Phipps,
the Stonemas,the Stamps Qe 10 e goup aled e Syt
(Couny Ramblers i last was disinuished, o ndhing e, by
e fcttht t cloed Jck Prre, e of e Tennevs Rubers,
Mol Warcy, who had tught Clude Grant 1 play the g

Rodges v n Al ot 3 week efore e i e
o reond He cheched it he Robert Fllon el 1 went off o his
bl tour f clubs, dance hall, and “spesks.” vising wherver
musicans and cotrsiner might conpregac, making rnds and
Tooking over h ocl Ll On is ounds e ra o  mall 47
combo whose sound b lked,and e persuaded hem o e im i i
Vil thm, 4nd ny 3 fw of the rumbers he had in mnd fo s
pcoming session Pleased ith he rsus, i ook 5 phone
imber where he could reach them when fhe e came.

A sl Per was recepive 1 he s o bcking Rodgers with
oter masicans, and e readly approved he group when he eard
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ggest s had been witin by  homelown boy. Unforunily.
O'Nealpever got t et his ol when be rove o Panhandie e
fllowing aftemcon,  Swan offcal 10d i tht imi had becn
calld 10 ey Borges “on busiess” and woukd o retum il e
Bt venin. Presd for time, and thikin he o ave oter
opportunite, O'Neal Iet. “Laier, Himmi wrote and inied e 0
come it him at Kerrille” O'Nal recaled wisuly. “Somebor 1
ever g sround 10 . | was sch grestadmierof . A the k4
ciché s i, inmy ces h coud do 20 wron. " A few days after
Rodge's death, O'Nealreceived a ket from Pec, norming i
{hathe iy dolars T hd pd i iy e oe “One Man's

Mama” wa beng deducte from he <amins on i b songs.
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Good Ol Boy, “f i’ e, t it rggi
S Rodgers wasnt baggin —much

He nodoubt ok cera proper satsaction i proing how wiong
people hd been s him. Among other things, he was sl g
o ht s st i Ashevlle, Now tere were iy ways 0l
4 ccounts, an one oftem was i he ot il fsions e et
round town paying sl of s d bils, ol ising tht st be
aided o hose tha were long dlnguer.“"When e wasdown, immic
ot ssamed tht e workd e i s i, i an, o i,
ind e he was U, he hough 1 was st 35 ) fo B 15
Py i back ™

Fiot came.arily. The Wiiron, Hor, a3 MeWilams
ouschlds were soon hesped with i, a5 wee hie of Jimmic's
s, Waler and Tamage. There were prsents o duls 35 wel
a5 1 endiss ssam of oy fo nieces snd nephews. Where some
mpoliv prchas alone wold ot suffc, s nthecase of s e
and AutDora,  subsantl check was tucked i with th bri-v b,
petomes, sweaers and Coney [sland sovenrs.

Fansand findsgahered exerywherehe e, and e id 0 -
e Wit i e s with s money. He was espcilly ancous 50
o riends o heraoad, b there were simply ot cugh hrs i
i busy shodule.“Plse ey fo e that et ot g able 1 et
aroud all my ld o bdis. el the Sar. My e 20
Timied that | ca't possily se them al I’ god 0 e home sgain
and T wish | could sy longer, ot s o ver he Loew Cireit
on Nov. 3nd and st lee for Atlats Sundsy” (Ocioer 28).°

i was ool siopover, th tour actally opened t Locw’s
St in Norolk on November 5. Bt i coud hardly be bl
o waning 0 squee n  few exta days ol prepae o e
our. Much ss he looked forwand 1o 1, boyisly anvius (o the
fotights and spplave of e Big Time, b Anew aho tht Loew's
focranday would be sn <xbausing i

'As e ndisputed hesdler, e g the prominen postion in
newspaper promesions and o0 thester s He. was sl
pefoming i brakeman's ga> and prouy cmphasizin s rurod
ays 0 trvemers and swlicnces, s i llng was moriably

“Ancica’s Blue Yodle”s newspaer ptutes and thstr dslays
Showed i n et chotes, sometmes even i formal dressrepkie
il oxedojcke d shin bower. Alost hver wes “The Singing
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i, Moving o Hoghes County, as of Shavace, she found o in
e rurlcommuniy of Beredic, teaching seven. and cighth grade
Engsh. A fomerpopil, Ellen Frasr (tr Kike),remenbered er a5
“a kind and Tikeabe teacher, though i scemed her mind was on
something cle and no allgeber on tcching” Her daghier,
Katheyn,about en by ht e, was a et and beautifl e i
accodin to M. Kiker, who added, e kids thought i was e,
e bein he daughe ofyoilig immie Rodgers ad being n schoot
i 0

Popala wherevr she went, cipecially with the menfolk who
couned her vy, Sl xed b entons o bein something ot
3 county hooleacher In the e Twetes, rough &
fiendship Wi a offcia in ncighboring Seminole Couny, she
acqired 3 job ot the courhouse and moved to Wewoks, he counly
St Inshor ondersh became he couny clrk's invluse ssstan,
i, acconling 1o those who knew e, “an” the ofce

As e peared fr e sppearanceof Swai'sFollesin Holdenville
Stll foundhersel it conicing emsions. For two or e years
‘o een ieing downof her foxe hsband' i s in
e cotensiment world, bt Sll hd receved. e pews hout
Simmie Rodgers wit only passing nres and e wry smuscnnt.
Afcral, She'd long ago dsmisied hisshow busiess spiraios 3
foolih nonsnse, and she b e i for snyof e mosnin, sl
il lowns whose sl econdsand rdio broadeasts seemed 0l
e i i those days. They sounded 100 much ke the s she'd
rown up i, evcaions of e e sh'd seugeled 50 hard o ccape.
‘Anyons with he shghiest oo of Colue new suchpeformers nd
Songs were a bghtontheration's sl Opersand he classics
were sill it heady for sl Oklahoma, bt ter were i thes ice
e radiocroanrs and handsome danc archestrs il txedosand
Sicked-down i, i one waned o hesr cur “naive hyims,” Pl
Whitca was the very thing. For all the atetion he was etin,
Simmie Rdgers was oly anthr hick rom down in Missipi, 4
Counteyboy who'd ratherpick g than ok o ling. Besides,
e odeled, and oueed it trvclin tnt show. S, e duughice
or s ame, and Sl couldn't deny tht e was something of &
ceebiy. She Knew she'd have 10 sce him, i nly o sasy her
Curority, And—only incidenlly. of couse—o give him 4 g

e
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was judged ifeio on the. basis of materl, peformance, and
econding qaly. Pect may lso have decided tht it was sy 00
close to McMichen'soriginal 0 allow 3 e copyight in Rodgerss
ame. T any even:, th mastr st on & shel 1 Victor's vuls,
gabering dut it s ventually desoyed in o b rutne
ouse.<lsning in 1949, when metal e t e Whi e s
may e moumed. s doubiflthat Prbibiion i Done Me Wrong”
Woukd i much to ur pprecition of Jme Rodger of the ter
musicins imolved

“Rock Al Our Babies 0 Step.” recorded the sme day, s
it 1o rcommend i save what we bes of Mebichen, Beya,and
MeWinders The song would cventally pase ot boh ok 4nd
recondng dition. bt whther rom Roder'speformance o Riey
Pucke's 1924 vesion (Coumbi 107, wpporedly h At bl
record 1o emplo the yodel) s dffclt o detrmine. Simirly,
“Whippin' That O1d T.B." owes most of 15 mert 1o MeMiche's
e nd 1o wheever consolation i sy have given Rodger's
audinces, especially th fllow “lungers” among ther. The yis of
“Whippin Tha O .B. e incomparison with s poype, for
‘whet T, Bloes” had confronied 5 subjec hnesdly and imagin
ey, the sequel seems Tl more (han commercalzed bravado,
‘wholy adnicable for what i ampts, bt woetully misramed and
doomed in s deteminaion 10 o pltiudous good checr on
“whit was i fact 3 hoeles stuation. AL g Jimmic's manil
Ssetion tht “happinee and sushin” hve ~don me sl oo
must have had 3 hollow rin. even o i, Forunacly, he song
il s shove 5 twised bnalies, 4 the ne cllct 5 o
i Rodgen' e ance, a fr mre inciane percepion of the
Cvryday realty with whih be ived:don't wory thatyou' ging 0
i, hecause you surely will,ake what s ou can, ad don' el
sy for yourell.

"The day' sesion had begun with “Masher, the Queen of My
Hert.” Dspte s syrupy seoimentaliy, o pehips because of ., e
song was destoed 0 be on of Rodges's mostpopulr numbers and
one hat as been conred by umerous st ave he yeas. Aside
o the cloying if e cleve sitstion—s gamble who efomns
‘e his dead mother' e sppears on  pokercard—te song shows
e towch f  professonal n 5 ght constrcion and namatve
deveopment. 1t was St Bryan's compositon, of coune, 4%
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ceren, i wold e imperranence. His ety home e, conisly
bt o flux, was fllowed by & omadi adolescencs and hecrac
cambles o an finran raioder, atr, 2 profesons etrinr.
e was frever o tour o simply goig fom e 0 ther, ving ot
{he bl conviction hat while i may he“§ood e hre, s et
o the 0w a5 he g . An ovigoing, persnable man Wit sion
s to i Southern homeland, he culived friends cverywhers and
found s bome “amyhere g my ha Vet namdhr, drker s,
hewould sheys be. i the words of i ow s, -+ snger pesing
hrough you town." No on really Knew him el the ol foends
e alvays changin, beng e behind. He would ever qui nd
ha e was looking fr, 1 indeed e evr Knew wha it was. I the
cnd, ime a5 ot conspred aaint i, 4 1 semed enough hat
e Loew tht, bore 1, 4 ot his wok don.

Rodgerss wanderst may ave becn, o some degre, an isertcd
chrsceitic. Athough it s knowa o i pterl ancevors. thy
wee cbviously of nsh orga (wih aievr tha may conne of
eslennes, duplacement, loclnes, ind i) aught p in e
reat fun of he cighceath ad niciealh cenis, 3 tme of
lncrasing upbeaval . migraion sround the wold. In hec
Ponceing sy, Jimie the Kid subors Mike Pus snd Chis
‘Comber wrot oy ht the Rodgers amily was “of Scts. 1 origin
andmayhavedesended from the rapper and irs who hd seied
e Misisppi Valley n the arly minceenh cenury.™ Even  vas
peculon. I it s known, owever, hat Jmmie Rodgervs
e, Zachary Rogers (i), was bor in Mississpp i 141,
prbably i th st cenra par of the s, ad ha e oved 0
il couney of wesirn Alsbara ometime bfor the Gl War. Lte
in 1864 he enited (o was consripied) o Capt. Rves's Sppering
Fore, 5 Alsbams Disiict, €5 A —and promply deseed o
‘ncks . wa n ct ntonly appropesie 1 the hircter of Zack
Rogersashanded down in family I, bt 03 iy s and ot
enirly dishonosble one, consdring ta i reprcsened an Siude
Sared by thousands o s llow Confderts, e ha 100,000 o
Whom had gone Ove the Hil by 564 Despt i pparnt et
o make & fomal sund agaes e Viskee hords, Zack was
neverteless 3 e el sn waregenrte Souberer, [y,
Gyedine-coton son of Divke. one of those “yoman s’
escribed in W. 1. Cash's classic sty 2 those who “might low &
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sam bufflo they ' b fo dinoee.* I any even, i chershed
{he outide far mor than wht i had contned. & enuine rendsip
i been suck, . Rodgers ltr vised Majr Lillie on seeea

On May 22, 1930, he Hughes Couny Triune in Holdemile,
Okloma, ran an sdvetsement over the sigmare of te 1. W

Strges & Soms Pano Company. anouncin that on th folowing
‘Saturday, May 31 T Rodgers vas comin 1 town. “You Hive
Heard Him o e Vicor in Such Song His 3 s he headie:
Tisedbelow wer the e of cght o Rodger'scuent eleases.” AS
was e cae whereve e went, wordof the Blue Yodelr's mmient
appeaance soon became 3 topic of convention evrywhere.

T Wewoka, some te0 miles iy, & prcy, darkhired dvorée
found th news partculrly niguing. Sh wis Stll Harkins, néc
Kelly, ommery Rodgens ad e hd rsveled 3 longsnd adventros
i thedosen o o yearssnc se pared fom the gangling youns.
Misisipp raoader wih the preaial ol in bis pockt.

“Afe coming o Oklahora from Mississig.Stcls had contned
e stugle, aginstsubtanial ods, 0 s abov hr orgin 4 0
estalish some messre of independence for berself and her baby
Gmghr She acquied  techin cerifcate, aending classcs while
et mother Kept te by, and was mployed by 3 county sehoo
ol McCortain Couny. I he f sculeaser part of e e, s
egion had long been Known (v s ugge, often vilet way of .

T 1922 il mamied ichard Harkins, s of & rther prominen
famly inthe small town of Fort Towson, catof Hogo.® Less than
e years Tt Haskins snd Stcla's b, Hugh Kely, wese
involed in the shooting death of  man ramed Elner Coker, 180
Hirkins was comictedof mnslaughic. Despite periient o it
Haskin Kild Coker “because of Sl " neiter contemporary
newspaper accouns o court recorls provide much nsight o e
Cause f the inciden. Harkins leaded sl defnse and arged tht e
s man s ik, opgobrou, sulin andprovokinglagusge s
and o he defendun, o shout the defendan’s wie " The fory
found him guly, however, and e ws setenced o e yar e
Oklahoma St Penteniry. of which he served e than e yeas
befre being parle.

Whic Hakins was i prison, Stlla made up ber mindf0 ivoree
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louri o hissgnatue (sl “Jnes", b i a it i, mindfl o
e young Aaron, and witen o he back of the e, his normal
and, s e neviable Eocase b writng & spling " am makinga
man of mysel. e i a0 yt seveneen and s, amost 0 e oy,
inceen yeas 0 e

s one of the retclchés of counry music, slmost Kestsan i s
romanic puriy ht thearist st suler. A Hark Willas ot put
0 "You'vegot o hav smelt o of e manur befoe ou cansing
e & ilbily." Anyone who has herd Jinie Rodgers sing 5.

et or “Lallaby Yodel or "My OId Pu” wil iy
recogine that Rodgers ad lived what b s, hd sufferd he pin
and i, had gone throcgh 1 the most eaphyscl s, 35
ehmal penertd h whieoesof the whale 3 v o i
it imo sttt of common s, some resona, sooting iy,
beyond mere words but istandy perecved, shsed, undersond. T
diinctive note of Rodge's perionaly was 4n snlagns cxube
ance, 3 auty opimiss someines portayed n kst polyanoaish
Properions; bt bepeah ht e there s the hard, cold ey,
Cerin knowledge hat “my (e it Iog.” 1 gues you g0t 00
usiness it he lus nlessyoucun sin ‘. be st That was i
acknowledgment tha he human condiion i 4 bard day's ok, nd
s helps 1o case the. burden Alhogh is own e would b 3
constat leraton of sine and shadow, i s emarkabe
e darkess o raely showed outside his sk

oneof tho e moment sufces n 3 e e ot 0 Dors rom
a rairod boaringhoose in New Orlsns 1 Jure 1916, Afer &
brve-—and sl to familisr—ar ] hav 3 good Job 1nd making
ood maney and doing i), the rsly of s situton gradully
cmcrges. e complin that e s ot eard fom bis ind Sammy
Wil Aunt Doa sk Surs whats e e b can'c it 0. |
ot i twic o amd e s 7o s oneof my s Ak i
e oty card - Vet be is quich 10 make t pli hat e docs
el care for e il b s making o el Tl b
o' wont 10 e (0 e, h e 1t ouble i " ke tht,
Sam Willams

“Theproblen, i fct, et much decper ha  casel STght rom
oyhood chum. The whole wold, it scomed, wis agaist him 1 and
5] guing 1o Epss Texas in  weskor 10 days | ik And i can
et Jo T ying ot ther | dot ner i eend] 0 come.
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The judgment was confimed by anoter ol paper, whose
reviewercalld Loew's il “op potch, e best s burible i has
e there.” Sinling ou Rodger or spcialprase, e wrie boted
i widespead fan o econds sndconcoded, T S b i perion
and hear him sing i a ral e

T day s Rodgers opend i Norfok was eders clcton ey
Locw's added a specal Tosday It show tha ran el 1230 ...
ding which reums fom the prsidntal contest vere read from
he Sage. Like many otber Americans, specally Democrts and
‘Southermers, Rdgers viewed th naionalpial wene wih some-
‘what bemscd disinkcret. Albough by insinc and temperarent be
s abvays on e side o the underdog, dung th i Twenics
e b o busy lookingaftehimsef and s family 0 g wuch
it Cooldge Prosperky ow that e was eting 3 shar of i, be
Coukd hardly dispue th popula norin tht e Republans had
 least been good for business. Mich a5 be iked AL Smth's sand
on Prbliio, Hoove's pronise of “wo chickens in every o and
a car in cvry gusge” had  happy ring 0 t—sspcially o those
who ke Jimmie Rodgers, had uferd chickn on day and feters
e rext

"Th lcton el ndcates et ot of the couney el he s
way.Hooner carie fry ofthe frty-<ight st incadin i i he
Democras” peevously “Solid Souh” (but ot Jimmic's matve
Misssipi). I the clctorlcllge Hoove ook 44 vots (o Smith's
7. The couney reveed el up o fou more years f pleasar: and
Pt and Jimie Rodgers tumed confdenty bck 1o b owrhing
Cureer. 1 was 3 good e 10 be iding igh

"Nt a week'n At where Rodges sgin gamered rave

eviews (Honors Captred st Loew's Capol by Bl Simge).”
thenit moved 1o Mermpis ThereJmi fecived one of s wamest
ecepions. He wascos chough o hom obecomidred 3 oca oy,
and he provded coloctl copy or the newpapers. Ve, s, by,
e good old Marser up.yonder has been mighty good o ths
Jong legsed Missispp boy. " he 10 one ofthe may feprers who.
imerviewed him icessanty. “ICs 8 sight cser yodelng 100
planking my bar forty. e minies 3 day than & was prig
sixcen hours for the rosd. Bt doggonit | s 10 ave un
There was  frvntefort 0 ke e o going. OM frinds snd eve
pusing acquaiiancs drove up rom Misssipp 1 o the pay Gt
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Brakema” usd n s dveriing o pulchy ahough  eappeaed
e ameded i e ptable campai o The Fodelng Brakeman
Pepshe e ot way, o maybe it was simply charcinsic of
hetimes. At an e, i iy poblic nage was o ers roughout
his caer, suggesing that Rodgrs was sever quie s what his
prfesuonsl sance. shoukd be—r that, despe i wal crcol
Stenion o deil, e simply wast uch concered sbot s mage
o one time o the neat. He as lvays esching for the widet
posie sicnc, nd 50 he mayhav ey voidd ny sigle
dentiy that might i is appel. Andhe explanton s, i
ime.telore the packaging of stars became both n s 3nd 40
bission, the diverse, rc-whecling ratre of show busines llowed
i o apper in whoiver guise e might choose. Ceraily it made
e iference 10 his audience, abough (odsy one wonders what
e might have gined. (o Saciced) wih e bene of madern
promotonsl e

“The Loew's il which Rodgers hesdined was srong, blacod
unic.Opened by the incvabe dog act—in this case, Al Gordon's
Comcy Canios, one of the besi—it incladed the Thre Ry
(CFrlics of the Norh aad Souh"), comedians Fabr and My,
and Fronk and il Brton's Brows Dby Orchest,  casy how
und speciaiin in movely rouies simila o o s populr
iaed by Spke Jones and His Ciy Stckers. Rodger, a b headined

inee, sppeasd in the coveld festure spt, “pexoclose” A
Ntk newspaper s sufcienty impresed fo Gkl st what 3
semtion e v

i Rodgers,one o he st reconin s, e is sl
ot Locas S Moy e e ko of b e it
Tecing st wh s e recied  pronl g ugh o0 3
el e R apea ot tae coaned o s
ke under his arm. He sings v songs n  soft Sowiber voice ani
el of e His i s, A s e, chrs
e ence. Beore s i s & eqest ramber, e copacy
e e e oo o e P o Y
et vas o e b hd compited s s .
Rodgey Locw. Corn dcbt i s e pcions o oty
Sndgio. e e iy h iges ot e ot v by 8 o)
o 8 vasdewie b
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many of s lnes to taditon e soures, bot Jimmi’s sy
ivowavay n the ot stinza (] can' adentand bow come you reat
me ke you do doodledorNow f you don want me. mama. s 3
cinch T don' want you appeas 1 b & wry od e iecion of
Gene Austin, whos “How Come You Do Me Like You Do?” b
e big it few years . Rogersraely showed pofssonl
elousy, bt Austin remine & min Gorn in i sde fo sever
e, unilh crooning e popelry wanc n ey Thinis

o doubt the scces of “Blue Yodel No. 4" may be parilly
sunbuted to i paring with “Waitng for  Train” e of Jmmi's
ks bigest i, Th aignal paiing 04 s 365,000 copic.”
econd only to T for Texa”"Away Out o the Mounsn.” whh
imatly peaked ou at close 1o 1,000,000 recods. Latr, sost
evyone commectd wih him ried o <l  hand i the compostion
of “Wating for & Trin,” lthough (1 Norm Cohen, D K. Wigs,
i thrshave poited oo the Iyrcsca be rsced back 1o 3 g
ecation o the mic-1800's, nd hre s evidence that i was
Singing s o version s cary s 1925 * Through e years nameros
Vot snd cogoseshad evoved undersch s as-Damville G~
“Wid and Recklss Hobo" (o simply “The Reckiss Hobo'), ad,
pehaps e bes known o i, “Ten Thossand Mies rom Hore I
one ranifestaton the song was rendered i hre-qare e, &
version which the legenary Texs e Prince Alert Hunt
commited o ecod s “Walzof th Roses” (OK 45379 i 1929 The
‘idesgread popalaity of versions othr han Rodgers' i atestd
by the fct hat many county msicians oday Sl isagee over e
proper time igntue, this sccouning for hat Dave Evans b
descibed s “probably e Jow pontof my musc fning caree';
Missipi blucsen Skip Janes and Jobn Hurt tyin (0 perorn 3
et of “Waitn for 3 Trin wil oo laying s tire and he
oter 4.

Ralph Per' sccount ofhow the song evolved in Rodger's hndsis.
cnlighicing. for what i teveal of Peer's akudes sbot g
eadtonsl el and is ol in haping what Rodgers recoded
Despi hei aier - with Edward B. Marks oee“Modher Was
Lady.” oer spparenly st his provégé nd e nsiied s “he
Could rcord snyting” b wanted 0. A for “Waiin fo 3 T,
‘ich Pect admited s “vally an o sl song”:“Somebody et
i gabid vrson, andJummie ssid, “Well, 1 know tht somg.* S0
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High sbove the trly.buly of commerce and industy, te Fier
Tings in Life were culivated by the Meridian Mle Collcg, e
Meridan Female Collge (separe bu, o assumes,cqual). 3nd the
MoffMcLuri st for Gl Misssipi Medicl Collgs wie
o located hee, 33 wre 8 normal school fo Negroes 1nd 3
Consrvatory of msic Which proclamed et “largest i th Souh”
Colture wa futher seved by lcaly prodced plays i the Ciy
Colieum and by touring compries which sppewed 1 he Opers
House. Among.profesional emeranes Mertdan hd long 1ad
eputaion 5 3 “Show town.” s o lace 0 ply. A Bosrd of Trde
piblicton of th time notec that “the fct st this city reks he
Jomp betwen th Exe snd the Souh fr expesive companies
Teading sars ourin the South oy have some e . the iy’
Favor, bt we ave ere a g thatncl clment - - nd ¢
iyl i rted by mansgers a5 o hetr town."*

e s pabliation sso ousted that “Meridian s an dealphace
o caing by, for they ar “not surounded by tempeatons ha
et them in ther laces” Indeed, Merdian must have been  ne
Place e  boy, bt harlyforthe reasons the Boad of Trad hd i
mind. OFcourse,the reatst Tempation of A was ligor: T iy
s fonyeasoperted unde the pohbiion s, noncd the Board
ofTrde,“and h plic fonce v ke the pribiton it
] for hat easn he tye of yourg man Tound e s mch
shove th avrags in moral worh 1 1 young Jimmis Rodger esd
{hat quaind it o eteinspuey, b suely must hvesiled. Only
afewyeasater e would deight i lling the public h he d
Fuiad becase of "oable wih Rule G (orbidding the “use o

foxicans by employees”).” and when, on one of those infumous
kg ecords wth he Carer Family, b aks A P. 1o et e e
boy e, Rodgers e squi,” it 1 50 uch s tmpt 0 gt

cugh 3 i s n enily s act, bor of long familarty with
siloons and cups tht cheer. Although b was never uiethe by
ooz hat egend ried 1 make i, he consciousy culivaed e
mage of he convival driking man. 1t was clery something be'd
scqred cay. hnging aound e aosd shops. e Negro s
long i Stet, th pol alls ad tonsrialparors where drinking.
men congregaied

Even If Nran's probibion aws did cffecvely prohiit, he
pinted, ety young Jimmic Rodgers was hardly 3t ls for ther
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e 10l 0 any proposion. He had only recently slt with Gid
Tumnr 3nd the Skillet Lckers a0 was roming te st of seversl
eroups he wouk cal e Georia Wikdat—comprsd i te e of
himselt and i playes Johnay sk, Pt Beryman, and Hoyt
i Bryant Things had o b going well for them i bortern
Obi, ad they were abowt o move an when Rodgers's wire arive.
MeMihen tried to prsuad. him to ake the cne band, bt snce
Jimmi would b paying the musicians out of is own pocket, he
inssied that he wanded only MeMichen. Mac countred with 3 plea
b Rodgers t st hire Bryant,  ellow Georgian whom MeMichen
especially Tk, bor Jimme aresd only o ik shout 1. He'd
already lined up s fv-ting bano player named Odde McWindes,
an ol vadeville handwh'd ad omeprevios ecordng xperiece:
il MeMichn's e and is own gt i b would have
 uiale o, one ha would e Pecr'srequiemetsand Sl kecp
i own expenses 0 3 minrm.

A Tew day ltr he wrte 10 MeMichen, conirming. the el
arangemetsand reording dts.Scrambling fo matral 15 avays.
e ncouraged Mac  bring anyin he'd writen, M P says he
wonts me o st et 10 pers 50 i you hav any hinof your
v sure o bring i slongbeause I prety e | et severslof
‘your Songs Recoded * Regarding Bryan, b wold say oy thathe'd
(G what b cond 1 prsuacde Per 1 e i, botcould ot g
Bt il pay i xpenses f e cars 1 come long withyou and
ke chances o okin. | mean cating 1 cpin expenses 3 o
S i with w2

As amanged, MeMiche snd Beyan me i in Washinglon, t
he bome of Camie’s sister and broern-law, Amie and Alex
Nebon. Lening Anita with the Nelors, Jimmic and Caic 1nd
he two musicans were chaieusd o Carnen by I Bas, wih
o sopover n Balimor to vist Jimmic's Jegendary unc, Rawl
Bocman. McWinders Joned the goup in Camden, 4 thes st 0
ok eheang

“The il sesion,  day-long afi n Studio 2 the O Tiny
(Church,trned out  be e more than il o for th masicans
and i el Pcr had come down rom New York with some
e materilfrom T P Alley ot he waniedJmrie o 1y 3 he
Rl ounded up a couple of extr musicans— sl gutarit
named Dave Kanu,and Geoge Howel, who played sing b, Sim
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fnspired somewhere inhe Carolinas n is vay (0 A, e songis:
pehaps his best composiion outside the Bl Yodels (which were,
ifter l, oty pieced togebe from fragmerts which had ong
resded i th collective bies comsciousess. Desite 4 obvioss
deis 10 the hoary Tin Pan Ally lamens ovr the wreihed
earlessess of some Sother bele, Rodgen's conibrion t e
Senerabe o exhibt  cenan feh and compelig culy. 1
iucare, s, s unsualunke the polshd sheet i which
indcaes  standand tiny-twoar chous, Rodgers n his recorded
veion epels coly the s siteen bas. e nds he doleul
Complint wilh 3 light i that ety uansorms the mood of his
Saffing. 45 e concldes that allough e swecext angel i this
‘world s et him hroughly miscrable, e really ught o laugh
er e old photograph” insead o weeping ovr hr. I oo the
ke of Jimmie Rodgers to make such 3 song seios and wistully
umorous at he same ime: 0 on ese ok do 5 el sl Hark
Willams came song tweaty years It

The juz backing for “Califomia Blues” added sl anoder
imension o he evolving Bl Yodelsaad demonstted once again
o veraile h form could e in Rodgen' hands, Wth e Yode!
No. 3" jus released and doing well i the e, i was t tis point
P decidd 1o comine heseris indefnely e s genec
e He began o sockpile ey bluesnambers fo e e i the
scuence,generall lsing tem o the ecording ogs simply s "B
odel 4. in sdion to whaeve e Rodgers might oninally
ave given hm, “Cliforni Bloes” thas bcame Bl Yodel No. 4
and was bed forrelese in Fbevary. 1929, 3 soom s te curst
backog of Rodgers McWillams numbers had eached he maket* I
was an immedise it 4 became one of the mos poal of ll e
Blue Yodes, o pervasive that i cventally pused ol radion
and was collected 5 “ananymous flksang” by 0 smbitiou b
beighd scadeic, 100 pre o e ained by isning to hilbily
music n the radio o recnds The professor escbed . 3 blcs
Song ha e o Tound recorded csewber s, anywher othr
han i ol e, hough he feling i cxreses & common
Negro song.™ He was conet enough i his scumpions sbout te
“Tclin,” b “Calforia Bles” v 10 the only Jimmie Rodgers
composkion o be ignored by th inllgesi unil cleased
ncifed in the espectable seam of “Tollsong.

ik he e Bl Yodels, Clifonia Bloes”owes s sty and
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A Sweetheart Not Far from Shawnee

“Throughout much ofthe Southues, he summr of 1930 was the st
on recond. Under the haring, clowies ky, scrgaly coton wied
a0 tmed brown on the sl akes and crecks <k 0 o,
{hei bk g withcracks. The 4nd bake 0. bardyellow s,
and wher it had o cover 1 hold i, e tpsoil it andsired and
used song in he b wid, somtimes i in bowling, gty
Swarmsofdust hat covered h sy and shut ot the sun. 1 was 5 i
{he cconomic orment suing over the ation hd hee been redoubled
by the vy cements of Naure, inficting compound msery on the
people of the regon.

Swain's Hollywood Foles, mounted amid high boes snd grn-
diose pronouncements, srugeied gamely o the ech of the twin
frcs of douth and depresion From he Texas Pashandic he o
{arned norheas, anging acros the narmow neck of Olaboma toward
the Kansas borier. Moving by ail through the cntal o of the
Jayhavker St the show plyed 10 dwindlng adinces 3 the
Summer woreon- Even in Swan's home eriory between Topek and
Al the Iocals stayed away i droves: he Colonel mutered
mprecatonsagan: “ese damn famrs ta come 0 town with wo.
bucksand  cellooid collar, and g0 home withootchngin citer of
em.” Tre 1o the woupe's radiions, boh Swain and Rodgers
coninod to ballyho he show s long 3 tey coud, ending o
lowing reponts 1o gencrat public calbsisn Wil 1ying 10 .
b own won fesr. As e ax midMay Billoand esdined
“Swain's lde’ Clcking Bi.” pplalin the Coone for “ofering.






index-376_1.png
suiy-Sptmivr, 1932 s

schol auioiums, accompanied by CI Bass and one oldcron or
ancbe. Confin wit Pct by phone, be began 1 plan s sumcs
econdingsesion, which by now had become something of n aual
even-—one big psh n the stdio during which e could sockpile 3
Jear's supply f relases i il concnttedperid. The Febuary
Sssons n Dlls had produced only cght s, nd agan Vicor s
o o aly e s from which 0 select i monthy e
Ve limmie dekcied 3 cerian colnes when he conversion wricd
o the subjctof wher they would ecod. A fw years carir et
‘woukd hav bt on i wey 0 Akt o New Orcuns or Dlla, but
o there wa Tl ret in te bocher and sxpene of 3 ki
Sesion, eve to record Americ's Bve Yodelr

W matered il o Hinie: i Vito would't come 0 i, be'd o
1o Victor. He wasauays on the road ey, and 3 i ack s o
Camien woud be  pleasant diversion. He had' bcn e since
1929, ad ther were 1dscquaiances 0 e and numetous other
atracons. Asan aded ndscement, Per mentoned hat b was again
Bikingof e tour, 0 Englan b afer e reconings wete
made; there was sho. te oy of 3 radio show that woukd
iginate from New York on one ofthe majo etworks. For i thy
ol necd addionl e, nd P uggested tht e v up
0 o three musicians 1o sccompany him. The whoke plan s
Charscerisialy vagu, bt Jimmie's o optmis bubbled g, He
asured Per that b was fesing bt than ever and would have
Cveryting worked out when be reached Canden,

Wil playing seaierd loca daes in the South, Rodgers i
Jeamed that i old iend Clyion MeMichen hd et Tnnesce and
was working 3t WHK in Clevland. From Gadsde, Alsams, he
e Mac

12 0L 2 520 At

CAN YOU WORK WITH ME ADVISE CARE MORRS HOTEL =

MeMichen clledbim almost immedisiely an indicatd 8 willg.
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i sl peformance nd th hin yrc. Now he et he sn head on
ani e thocoughly medcre dity oo oo of the sple ove
bl of the day.

I 1928 it was  hnd dy's i fom Adana t Geigr, Alabam,
where Asron Rodgers was i in etrement. But Jinmie hied
anoherdiver 0 ke the whe o i Buck snd v e and ol
f pep xcid by his st it home inamost o years. Despt the
upheavals ofhis chidhod, o perhapsbecase of them, h'dshways
e o o i ther Dy ad Home” hd  deepe mesnin or
i haany of e smilr sons e sang. The two of e were ke
in many ways, gregurious,bapy-go-ucky, ull of el prnks. s
setimentalty. uxd Southrn gab. Asron of ounse oo great pride i
is youngestson's rsingcarec, and showed b o gradly among
i crois in the small villag of Geger and elaives in earby
Scooba, Misisigp. For Jimi it vastme 0 stk up on Soutern
ome cooking. enew od fricadhip, and it around making muic
with e local boys who bought e nsraments and athered
Wherever b e 0 be

X Tew days terhe was o Merdian, wherehecould flly savor the
swcet snel of s scces. Less h G yesealir h'd defed ot
of town on the bam, Ieaving hehind 4 suing of bad debis and 3
eputaion not much betir To i hashest crics—and thre were
Qi 8 fw of them—he had been 3 sicky. no good yokel who
Cou't o woulda' vork 10 suppor i amiy, n e e who
i s a2y nion o peking 4 glarand sngng o records and
g n show baines. Now e wis back, dving & e Bk 1nd
weaning spory clohes, fsbing  big damond ing ad showering
money andgills all oer town. Thy hesd his Ve coming o he
o andon ecods i very mutic sior, s ey exd showt i i
S h papers. MERIDANITE WINS FAME A3 SNGER, Vs HOVE
st Meidion o eadine verson of lcaboy makes o,
and lthough the sory i’ qie ke h fon pge (ot of e
Some 1, e gt dosens o ppers and readcopes st
Wherverhe weat He wascernly etled 104 it of e promotion.
T view of how fur be'd come and against what odds,he migh have
e forgiven éven an ocessons swigar. Bt il e might bosst 3
i arrogane nd concet wer ever  part o immie Rodgers's k.
Considering how he town had resed i, be handied el with
admible esant, if ot dowrright humity. “Besies” said one
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il of me. Lhopeyou s o o all y ecds i . |
i sk b wih . 1 3o w5t e i

Sy,

o Roncns
(A’ Bl Yl

S cut prics 10 S1.00 pr ouple and 0¢ for chidren, from 3
0 of 1100 per sl nd S0¢ chkl'sadision) 4 bsinessbegan
10 ick up 3 it afer th shw swung bk down, o Oklahoma. 1a
the meanime. bowever, & new problem aose—or mor sccursely.
what had become a il io-common problns recued. Rodgess
el ook another um fo e worie, and once gain e w100
sk 1o perorm.

Roy Hogan, Swain'sbsiess managr,had b with PulEnglish
he year before when young Bill Bruer had siood i for the ailng
‘yodeer in erdan. Now Hogan wasable 1 contat Bruner withan
e come o and perfom e sume choe fo Swan. Brunc ined
i May and remined with th show unil i closd i uy. long
altr Rodgers had depred. Swain ftn sen the youngser ot (0
perfoms without snnouing Rodgers's sbsrce,and Bronr' i
Tiom of the Bl Yodele was s good hat audinces often It hinking
hey'd sn Rodgers himselr

Shorly after Bruners amval, the show took 3 week off to
orgnize, rest up. and make he Jomp 1o Ads in souheste
Okloma. On th way Swain and Rodgers took 3 e tip o it
ancber enowned showman, Major Gordon W. Lille, the famous
“Pance il whod oured with Bffalo Bil's Wikd West Show and
e sablishod isown unit with headqarcrs and weser sum
e Pawnce, northwest of Toka. The following day i snt his
‘Aunt Do  pocard rom Pawnce Bil' Trding Post. On on sde
was a i of the pos’s nerir, on the e 3 e messige:
“Had inner her ystcrday. ™ What he dd' rpor wa ht the i
course ha b st of bfflo, which e ound s it 0 xotc
o i ol fashiond, Souhen e tasies A K t he, however,
e ad  grand e going over Major Lill’scollcion o guns 1nd
Weten Amrican. A4 hs gests wee eaving, il remenbered
the “bufao ide” Jimmic had sung sbou in “Avay Out on the
Mounsin,” andthe Msjorpeseted i with e, exprdly ishioncd
i i rug. Aconding o Cai, it was made from the ide o the
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S 1 et by the i ey fished t 630 that evening they’d
ot down four sdes—"Moter, he Queen of My Hear” “Prbi
on Has Duone Me Wrong.” “Rock All Ou Babes (0 Slep.” 1nd
“Whippin That O1d 5. Whi non of tes i elly of the st
k.l re musicalyinersin; quite spant from Peer's fforts 0 do
someibing “diffrn,” they contiue sll anodhe dimension 1 he
Rodgers iom—a sound thet s disineively roders 4o shesd of 15
time. The resul gy of Bryans advanced gutar work and the
igh,upbeatfshion in which Rodgersdelivesseveral o the songs,
i€ 3 sound hat preigures much o wht vas 0 appen 1 couney
music in the Thies. Vet in snoler imporant sase,  looks
ackard, (00, Nowher s (his happy ension moe cvden than
McMihen's e, grounded in ldime grandeu, simpliciy, and
s, ot lemperumenally stuned 1o conmporary Swig lcks and
ching sl the whik o break oose. One senses that, o these Sies
with Rodgers, MeMiches et were never realy sl 1o each
heir prenial.

As the ony song commecially recorded by Rodges bt nver
elasd, “Prohibidon Has Done Me Wrong” e bcame th souse
of endless cojecture. Thefinlyshady natureof s il coupled with
e subcquent loss of the mase, has ed to secuton sbout the
presumed ffensiveness of the lyrcs and rumors of Nighplaced
Solluggery i suppressing it Thefct i hat thesong,  ecomd e
reworking of Mcichen's cuir, nisued “Prohbiion Blcs”
(Colambi maser 150319) withcunoy emendations by Rodgers, i
Bl s panicularly goo—no worse h odhers e ecoded, bt
Rurdencd by . swkward s and ratber e minded presch:
ments boutte hypocisy of th Eigheenh Amendment. 1 view of
Rodgess incresing dependence o puin Kiling dugs wasduring
s sessions, 35 McMichea relied ltr, tht e sdministered
morphine hot 1o Jimmie—Pec prhaps el it uncsy wit the
Song's declraion tat I people dont et whiskey “hey Il ake 1o
ope.cocaine, and morphine,” but i s doubful tht be would ave
Wilheld the song solly on hese grounds. Some commenttorshave
o potd ou st Profiion vason the erg ofrpea by h e
e Song would have been ready for relewse, hus difsig s
{opicaly. Ther had.n fact,beenspat fsuch songs n the marke
for several yeas, noably “Goodbye, M. Dry. Youe Al Wet,” &
1931 10 even o ikly ta, rom s vryicepion,the s
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ey vapod o oberwise e produc bl cideme. The
Tollovng. e, b Tpoing:

[
(O T Man cn he Pilag e o S 0t

gt [t
Dt o T o he O PSR e
o Touah [ty

s s an e epoed by Wes Coastcllector,who e 0 oy
e recond. The elacan owte, e part Wi e ry D
05 ciming ot s e snd ok e kgl ol
Covred i psesion. | v e vy by ol o e e,
Cnitin ¢ foemtion gvn shoe, bt hve ol e word of
Callecior, who e . plye, hat the peroemee e s Ry
e 1 e the Hooner e hve e smncest

“The sy, howerer, ot Rodgers i et econd “The Moo e
Fiig Tapere” s opporcd by 1954 St Movk on oo, I
Rodiers Dle Al of Sy, 1 which bt ong s, e 0 e
over, s w1 s on it e by s Rodgers Bt bl
e e s e ot s s, o e o
“The M o e g Trpese” 5 st T et s pue s
oy " by e R 1 ey e s of oK sovdnle
st he 4 ko1 s vored, 5 i Hot T O T,
ich e perormed with Sy Caer on Vi et BVE 6437

iy, the s R wns ol aho comas Home on th
Range” word and s i 1 M. 1 N W M G,
Coprighed by Souher Mot 4nd 1o o Vo V<0186 Thk
eErin,howeve, we cily b  ropcalled e Roeo Tri, it
iy 1. 1929, i E P How he sng came 0 b Il 4 Rodgers
ol ayones e, ot e v o el aton ot R
e S s b thos Shown e Vit g

ey 19753 s of Fil Clleciors Word caried 1 v
ffin o sl spposd Viaphos soundck s e he
Pulnan P carying e e 102639 320 st 0 Rodgn:
The ccideceof e e and the provimity of e e 0t g o
e Siging Brakemin sugesed s pssle vaia: nd s g o e
g St ertd with . B Hllwond i 199, Homerer
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e ek up s gt an b st o do s hing. Wel i only
Ko, in. (o chords o he guiar and cosld't i e wors. S0
anywy e hd o sing i, a0 e s Know e could oty ik
of st o s of . Then | found tht he could e the ol e
becaue he couldn't play in that ey, 0 he h 1o hange he o
around. I urd ou 1 b & ol song—betrthan e orgad,
s s

Eiie MeWillams e climed that sh “pot music” o the s,
Whatever the irumsances o s composion, “Wasing fo s Train”
s cainndly copyrighabe. As Pet pu i, It was i the public
omain amyy, bu the way b changed i, 5 was bviosly 4 gret
Son. S| i it 1 ot s ame o . (Prince Albert s,
or on. bl a comary view of th song’s uthoshi bt he was
probbly wrons, anddd' v long enough (0 o arything oot .
nyay 5

Pec was iht oot one hing: “Watin for a T e song.
Athough Profesor Anbar Paer Hodson diissed it 2 one of
many nondescrip hbo song," s yics, atever e soure, are
5 close 10 potry 4 anthing Roderseve ecorded. Backed by the
tighty conroled bt appopraely waln buesy sccompanimert, he
deiver the ines with 4 athencty bom of i own cxerence, the
bumihed memery ofthose many s, ok ong past, whenhe'd bt
Sranded lone 4 fc from bome, wet and hungry snd hsting is
way back 10 Dixie. “Waing for 3 Train® 4o gave Jimmic an
cppority o inroduce on econds the trin whe 5 popula wilh
s e adences Like his yodel, th whiste was  vocal fourish
‘Whic couhd soud h gt of o ad emorions On-Wling o
o i i high and lonsome ad fdg. fo l s breviy simost
Sncther siment in the g1y

A wilh the ther records e cut dring s sesion,the whole of
“Waiing for 8 Trin” emerged greser han the sur of it pas,
Jimmie Rodgers and his taty it pickap band pusing each ater
furhe b an o them realed they were o, Togther ey were
£vud cnough to savage even the wesket of e four ongs, the
mos erbarassingly tad “T'm Lonely nd Ble,” wich Jimmi hd
wied and faled 1o bring off 50k o s previos sestion. Wi the
bund's sirong, sty b behind him and Westbook's siel
aving though he [yrcs, he gave up the ok (et puetsation
e previosly affced.apprenly in  misguided ffor o sengihen
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comething el iffret i the way oftent.show enertsnmen
Rodges was quted 35 sying, “We e doing capacity busnes,
Eving "em tr hours o re ot ctrsiment. Wht 1 mean by
et nestinment s that ther ot 10 seconds Betwcen st and
umbers duringthe e hours”rogram, This ook ke good e 10
me, and jus Tl tp to oher vaudeville scos in s old
US.A.— gt somehin for yourself ot i he wide ope spaces and
et e thesier sione.™ Rodgers may hae tood behind e e,
bt i shows o than e of the Swai tuch,espcially s th
erauitous dig o thatrs, one of the Colonl's longime phobi.
Apparenty o Swin and Rodgrs wre icressinglyconcemed st
18 et operation was conibutin (0 thei por draving pover, S0
mch st ey e compeled 0 ke thei sdverising o <xplin why o
gname sircion wa playing i3 "o opry.” The explanaton ook
e fom of " personal lee from Jini Rodgen, ” ceuly the
productof O1d Doubl Eye Swainand i bil-poser pros. Daclined
“Hallywood, Ca . Season 1990”40 addessed o My Dear Pbl,”
Jraggher

1 g 1 am o et you i e 1 sing 0 oy for
o Won' s b rnd! And cpecil | v xpcd s s
uid e sy AR hi bt hcn e posu byt et
v of e s, Col W1 Swai s s, the Coloe' €50 wak
-, kg i s pockehok] The sy e s Py e
Coiper me 5 e gt e Vi Roced

Sowy dear ot 1 wil spocs n peson i Swai's
HOLLYWO0D FOLIES each gh, d by e way e Holced Folls
B rs g compny f g0 oking youn e 4ty i,
Comedias nd g nd vkl quart s ity crctaner snd
et v syl w1 ol Swi i £ .
il prodction o Yo, 2 ko w0 e e S cxces
any Bromduayshow. 1 s you Lo 1o 0 b e st o s &
o o,

el i, you ey wockr why oyl s oh el
Show s by 3o wondral s are spean s+
et ctr e oo vslable, b oy ol b pcn
s, hs o ShowsCanoo et bckigs. Howewt, Co
‘S st i ofpseaing i i iy show i et ks
posile for Yo,y s, 1o e sk e s et . s 0
i e g sow. of wic I bear e diincion of bing s

T ing il my song 30 et wel s sou
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Bryant was quichly incorprsied nto the group, o the b o both
his ably and Pocr’s desie o back. Rodgers wih 55 much
accompaniment as posstle. Unfortunaely. the musicians were
mismatchd and il at cas, havig never worked ogethr belore
McWindes in pariculr, had probis; altough an adept 4nd
versile musician, e wa e low in picking o new el and,
accodin o Bryant had 10k excryting homs and emoriae .
Lt thrs were s rumors o frction bt MeMichen snd he
Black b player, Howell

"o compound thee ifclics, Vitor' engicers were esting new.
cquipnent and xpermentng wih viriow rcordin echniues. A
year carir, 35 pa of the Depeesion reenchca, chief nginer
Raymond Sooy had ordred ht nly one was mair of cach marx
mumber be proessed.* However, becake the wa of & desred ke
Somtines hecame defecive before it could be made ino et
Sooy's satf ad underaken o develop means of ecodin simol
ancousty on two o mre machines (0 provde spare waxes of ach
ke i was hoped that i process would redoce the nced for rikes
of an therwise sccepabe perfonmance that was seiled by flws n
the wan el Bt the machiesand tchaiqes fo chicvin s had
10 b tesed and pereced under 8 ety of conions, an, i one
odges from what ensed on the day when Rodgers and his scraich
and began, the men n th contrl booth were o concened wih
1he perormance of theecutin athes snd dobin circts an wit
e sesthctic quality of what was takin lace befocs e microphone
Fuaher complicaons otsce he st resled fom the growin
enions between Pect and Oberein, who by (his time Wk
“overeeing” sssons producd by Pec.

“The musicans worked fom mid morning ol pist e innr bour
o tecord only one e, a ik Ti Pan Ally e called I h Fils
of Temnesies * Vet of the five takes—thee of whieh were made
imatancousy on two machines— bone was consered satsctry.
ind th umber was shlved. Per' ides for “doing. something
iffren” claty weren' working. Sersing also tht the musicans
might et slong bt withot the two tdes he'd rough n, he
dismiscd Kanu and Howell Rodgers and the shers tumed bock 1o
ihce own maerial i preparaion fo th next sewon

“Thy were in he st again cary the fllowindey. and by oo
{hings wer begiming 10 k. Even with frsgoent brsks 10 sllow
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apin, wilh regard 1 the suhorship o he song, one camot be sre
o i of i criginated withhim and how mach came hrough the
communal “blus fne ")

It disinguished by lite cls, the 1932 Dalls sessions arc
ooty for the moricians who were roundd u, on shor ot 55
ustal, 1 sccompany Rodges. Amon those who provided back 49 on
he st day'srcondings was  young guiarist mamed Bl Boyd, ho
o s00n contbut materall 0 he delapment of West swing
it the formtion of i ovn grocp.th Cowboy Ramblers. and e
i singingcowboy i  bre seisof Hollywood s e s
Boy is heird on both “Rall Along, Kentucky Moor” and “Hob's
Mediarion.” itin lcks that sound 3 great deal ke hose of Jimmie
Rodges_logethr naural, considering that Boyd was o of the
Blu Yodlersmost ardent fan nd hd amed 0y by g o
Jimmie's ecords. Only twenty-one at the time, he'd aleady
xalished el on Dl rdio sations WRR and WA, d 1
Wi through il of the It o tht e wis conaced and
sked 1 jin the Rodgrssssion. That brief apparance with is ol
i  xperience Boyd nevr fogot,aihough fo yar i was Lrly
urkown 1 anyone lse: i ety along Wit hase of the oler
msicans on those side, s o revesld. Asked by an scqiinsnce
long aflervard why he'd ever discused i, Boyd said tht when he
it 100 s frieds tha he'd worked ith Jimmic Rodgers, 7o o
elcved him. Raher than be sccused ofbosstin flely h'd simply
remained slent. His prsence, howeve, is confirmed by Rodgerss
Iyic shcts, which o st he other musiians Dick Bunyad, el
Red Young, “mandoline". and Fred Koone, srig bass. Th tree
were, Ik Boyd, radio sl muscans on ciher WRR or WFAA.
Bunyard and Koone alco gave musi esons lcaly, and ll of them
Played in various pick-up bands i the area! Bunyard would aer
cond with imnie'scousn,Jss Rodger.

Plying with Kell in Housion. Rodgers had agan cncounierd s
1 fvores, the Bukes boter, 4 had rought the loa with
im0 Dl forsssons e n e week. They were ined by Fred
Koane, he oly on of the s group 1 b held cver. The experence
was ot paricularly pleasant e was fecing tud. and T T
Condiionof th mateial only contibuted o et pobles. "My Time
At Long,” which had come i ough form fom Waldo O'Nea.
prove sepcially oublesome. Sid Blly Burkes bcr, “We worked
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it showed p.” The usualproblen, i semed, was Jimie'spoce
usiness sense—or at leat his haphazid spprosh. “Ho could
promee buthe nver bobered with (b dvance detals,” Grat sid

‘Nevethelss. th il ork ok o the woods.” Thowghoot his
caree, o matc ow bighisnam e, Rodgen seened t prfer
ouring e Nierands, perfonning whrehe he el 3t home, with
e egand or the iz ofthetowns o he show- iz prfodices aganst.
“laying th stcks."“He ovd the illiles, the same 15 he oved e
common peopl everywher,” wrte Cari, “ad lved 0 be among
ey with e~ But ¢ wa ncesiy e han love s ot hir
on the roud i time. Working ot o Asheile, he Entriners
scouredthe counysde forHigh school audiorumsand smal esters
hat might b bocked. The summe heat, coupled it Jinmie’s por
Planning, conspred against hem. Pickings wer slim.

ravling agin to Johnson City Tennesee, they beard ews of
fortcoming Trade Expostion and T Sse i, opening o Jun 27
and colminting o a big Fourh of July celcbraon, wih parades,
conets, 10d musical enertanment Broughoot the weck. Rodges
“wen immedisely to the pomotr, 3 loca suongman ramed A B.
Ricie, wh billed himself s Samson. Richie s uicklypesusded
10 pot he Jimmie Rodgers Enrainers n h pogra, whic leady
Tetred such tracions 2 & Hungaian dacer ramed Sursone
Coalupka, Profesor Brown Pelgery and His Sixty:-Fot Balloon, a0
o ders” conts, + horde of Chareston daners. » hog aling
conet, and fou ocl coupls who'd ben pesuaded 10 petorm he
exciing, deth defying et of geting mamed in polic during the
We's vt Alko sheduled were the Jonson brthers, Chrks
and Pa, ol guitanists who could egimatly il herves 35
“Victor Recording Aris hving cut sven sides in Caden only o
few wecks catler. I e Tk 8 oraive boking or e Jimmic
Rodges Enersier, and immie seuried bck o Ashele (0 round
up another musican or two—as the pblcty indicate, he'd promised
Riche "6 Natonal Radio Arists 6.7 Emes Hellon was pe-
suaded 1 o them, 4 the sxth (1 indcd here s 3 ) wes
probably s Kughendal or Sy Davs

‘Among the oteracts which ppesred duin the festivies. hekd st
ihe oca bl park, s  fmily group known s he Seven Temnessee
Ramblers  Organized by “Fudln” B Sivers of Cliton, Tenes-
e, he group feturd is daugher Willie o gutar and his som Mac
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Equity). hetok are ads in the rade paper 0 st tha is sctons
e Jusifd by perscuons” and poted deanly that “we re
Simply rying 1 et our sats 3 cizens of he Unied Stes "
D thetervals when things wer clm, he published his vacaion
iderey (ot never his show roues, the bt 1 keep compettion
uesing: “Satkr Hoel, St Lowis, Janary 2, 24. Machibck,
Kanes City, 25, 26 then Swin Ranch, Dwight, Kss, o weeks
Gl 1o meet show people. Esecially wam Basopeofndo, Toe
Dancer, and Clarineti” His promos were invarialy lced with
pesonal st and folksy bi o dctary advice that wold warm the
e of any contemporry natoral-food it e my gocst s rnch.
S, breskfat, £t pure pock saussge with 8 kn, cich warm
cream fom the separtor: al fee of benaoate of sods ad formal
ehyde. ™" i woris oot bodily polion sppreatly did no e
i 1 tobceo, however, he had 4 specil tase fo Cuban Sogies
with “he st ey magaificent cigar band” oe obcrver had ever
seen. He bumed a doen a day. and evenaly died of g caner

Forall i eactonary s anddevoion o hokum, Swain was
Somabing of  progeseiv when it ae o faing  how. ~Variety”
wasoneof hiscatchwords—*you st hae e ‘menu f yourshow.
Consintof 8 varety 0 htsomething o e “card will ese 1" he
Sdvised, “New” was anthe easured shibleh. It s ncessary
b alive 0 the reciements of this rapidsge. This s 1 epochof
evolton, Whatwas secly an itin i the st yars would ot
e wanis i an ausement way oday. "2 As 4 esal, Swain's pit
bands played jazz “tegartlss of my penona ke o . and he
Showed remarable candr n discusig the tracions of what he
Calld e presnce of feminine beaty and the secenites of
prsen feakic ahion” it i, Sex. It was  subetht most oer
et ep manager, ol o thie sl town purtaical udences,
iter sveided o clouded in mists of pious patudes. “Cleanfmily
Cnterainmen” was he common b, aiough esctcaly very
Sho. o mates how pre i preended 1 e, pandered 10 Teshly ugee
Wil s s, double-emendee puchines, and smiking cone.
s Seid Swai poimedy. 1 Rave vid 1o dver e aenion o
my adieces o the lep of 1 women (i e show] 1o e
extreme gowns and cosumes, ot 1am ready 0 sckaowlede 70 et
o e i oo of the legh"

Wih the general declineof v eterment i the e Tucatcs,
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vt scross Koone's sl bass anchorand the scady seconding by
Rodgers and Weldon Burkes.

il Burkes took up the sl agin fo “Misisipi Moon” o
rmake of an e MeWilams une tht i had s stemptcd
buckin 1928, He'd given it up fter wo takes 1nd repested eors n
timing, but pow, with Koone and the Bukes bothers for reinfore-
ment, e decided 1o 1y dgain. Five akes were ecessaryan
excesive umber,evn fo Rodgers—bot ey eventally produced o
Satisfactoy bt 10 th. oo bove mmie's ative st g
ane moreeniry 0 th ranks o uch oar s s “Altama Moon,”
“Disie Moon. “Roll Along, Kentcky Moon,” nd, a5 Jmi st
Have oted with a twinge, Gene Austin's popular “Carlina Moon

Fred Koone sayed on one more day o second Jimmie on the
i and memorble “Down the OId Rod 1 Home.” anther of
hose Rodgers sses which cceed in s of sl Sumple
uncmbelshed, always bodering on senimenaly bt ever e
cosing it saccharin, i 5 he st of srchetypal Rodgersblld ht
e i the lves and earts of many Americans o te move, 3
o way from b, “with roubiedmind snd s hear [l o i
Milion were suleing hos condiiors whn he song was relsied in
the Fll o 193, bt s decp appea 0 e basic human condion s
fone udiminished throsgh paing y¢ars and changing times

"On Suurday. imnie retumed 1 e st slon 1 recondanother
Blue Yodel A th time it had o number, n fc, it was cven
consideed for elase under the e “Groand Hog Rooi’ in My
Backyard” the loss of which surely 50 one mourms. Evenually it
became “Blae Yodel No. 10," snd together with the otber te
ecorded thatday—a remake of “Home Call" -t cemonsraid once
sgin et Jimmie Rodges was at i best when peforming solo.
unencumbered by msiians frting sbout wheher be should yodel
ighorlow and bothering him it such il thins < i, There
i noting wron with Jmmie Rodges seme of timig, except
peaps that it was cniely is own, private and sneric. b
ol ight for whtever be wanied 10 do. And what he id on

Blue Yodel No. 10" was 0 evie th o Rodgersmagic—he old,
i puitar work hat R shvays e il exiesion of s singin:
ihe jauy siance of the suffring bot indomiabe besman; the
simple, nsincive yode hat 50 Tany tid 10 imiate b ever
chievad because, ke th guar, it was 4 ogan parof he whoe
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time 1 considered what 1 wantd in the way of amsecot, bot
imtead]consled and stdied what e publc vanie.” From high
culure e tamed 1o wha h pealy and cvn proudy efred 045
“hokumslaptick omedy. novlty v faah cts. melodeas,
a0 s of razze dacze. What he pubi wanied, h decidd, wes
anying Dt “apests (5 varions roton, et pans, lughicr,
Tove o hate.” Bt most of all " st e mbued wih & i of
ihe pesen, close 1o mature and sex

"When his Comic Opera Company folded, Swin ired  lckace
comedia, asketch cam, ad a ogans, ounded p several yards of
Canvas idewaling. d hied im0 e backwoodsPoplr Bl
Misoui, 1o be exact. Wilh i hokur bi, esentilly ahat st
Known i those doys 2 varity” o “vode-ve,”h opened o caacity
crowds. Fom thattme on, Giving he Public What It Wanicd was
‘Swain'ssock i trade. 1 the et e years b owned o mansged
dramaic snd vandvile showstht layed boih i heters and et
canvas throughout o, lowa, Kensas, and Missour, The shady
prcices of house manages in hos deys. son toned b agsas
{hesters, and i 1904 be fook s st e show oo the South.
Threfier b opeatd exclsivel under canas,  confimed belever
i the magie of th Big Top. The crowds which focked o s Swai's
Dramatic Company i hos days ondoubedly inludedyoung i
Rodgers. whose hometown was 4 regla sand on Swain's roue

"Th ity showman pospred in the boom years doring and
immedinely sie Word W 1. He scquired 3 3,000 ¢ inch esr
Dwight, Kanas, snd claborsi wintr quarers n the hear of New.
Orcans, whee he bough n o buing 4 huge o ¢ Gravir
and Telcmachs for soein e cquipment of s sveral s whea ot
ontour: Tnhose days i was sl Capain Swaibe did s promote
Himself 0 Colonel il oot 1925, lthoughthe e became e or
e oficil a few years e whn it was onoraly bestowcd upon
Him by the bumpious Goveror Bilbo of Misissipp:

For e benetof sow bosinss cllsgues andcompeors, S
ook greatdelightn publicing s comings and oings,a wel s s
rievaces with rade nios,Lwmakers in varows st who i 0
mpose relaions on nerat busincsmen and e, 450
snyone who thestened what e consderd o b the American Wayof
Life—the right 10 make buck, by bk o by crook. At one i,
Beseped by the Forces of Evl (s tme in the form of Acons
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i hous n ht one day, and neve ut . Next morming when .
came bk, he it time we cu i, thy sen it o the maser. i
b for Fred Koone, 1 don' ink we would ave ca e,
because Fred st down with Jmmie nd ot made ot ke diarams
o e of paper fr the yul 5 h could el whether 050 0 o
Come down on . Tha's theonly why we gt it ecorded, becuse e
Wi chaning the yodel on s o much. That was the ardesttne
ver cut i i And, on mightadd, 4 ws gy wasted el
‘espte the ' g and al oo spproprisi compotations. The yric.
{53 dsppoiniment rthr han th er's s conrotation o hs
pending oom, in the fesion of “TB. Blos.” the song is &
Condemed comic' frcwel 1 i dear old Mom.sied, mawkish,
nd morlisic. Not cerin whether b shocld yodel high o low.
Timai scems t have oped fo e, subdued nidde. Wilhcight
overblown verss 10 squece in,he had Tt time fo anyting more
“The bund clery el the same pessur: Bily Burkes makes he st
ofte st guiar bt generllythe rusicans—Burkes, i broters
Weldon (sandard gutar) snd Charie (uke), and Fred Koone on
bass—are rdoced 0 e mors s thampin slon ol behind
e vocl

“They fared et with “Missisippi Moon” nd “Ninety-ine Year
Blucs.” The L, another of Ray Hall's srdonic commentais on
e betind bars, is rendered in 4 finly serocomic fshion,
down-and ot blies sung Wil p o' the ik and puncustd by
immic's roing commenary: “Hey. buddy.” "Good maunin
Jodge” “Lawd, | wish | wiz esd.” AS with "My Good Gal's Gone
Blues and most e itances where e alked etween vrcs he
poterwascaeflly worked out i dvance snd it down,ateuing
o Jimmiesprofesionlsm. AL he sam e, workin fom 3 <1t
costhim g in spontaneiy o rinaliy o the micophonc b
e hesittd 1 alter o smend th lns ccoring (0 the way ht
pariculr performance el " Clarl. the feling of “Nincy ine
Vear Blues™ was somewhat more comples than (i o the aversge
Son. atcmping .6 1o mpose  wry nd hmorous one 0 he
deadly serous subjet of e mprisonment. Hall had caugh the
cssence in e vrse: “All hes oldboolger come ere 4 do heie
time, 10 leave me here grinding o the same i inty-nine "
Nusicaly. Jimmie a the b scicved te proper b of gt s
ey with the rovin, deicste flt pic of il Burkes on standard
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o the clssof pare “Tlk. aniss” (ke Bscom Lamar Lunsfond and
e Heltons) ye they were sill 100 raw to e really upiown, 4
bicd the. dinifed radio voice of Wodeful Wesir Norh
Carolin. When Warsboldt heardthey wer beingaken of e s e
called the saion on bl of the Jmnic Rodgers Emertines, bt
om0 aval. Thei st program was broadest on Jue 13

A ar s e Gran brothrsand Jck Perce wee concered, it wis
o grest s “Jmmie o1d s 1t ve was g 0 £t pid [for
e adio programs]. you know.” Clade Grnt sud. 1 donrt
Know how mch: he neve did el us and e never did py us any-
g, 1 gues he Ggured tht i sandin for the bosrd il would
b crough. Bt he never did give us 2 penny from that radio s
tion.” Cari,on th clerhand, complaied ht even when the o
ram a3 sponor, Jimmie’s ncome was "o sl ht Iyt
e i was splt among the emertaners here s e et fo o
own famiy.

"o Jimmic, however,the program had e i of pade a5
mach 5 money,amd e was bl shaken by s fre. “They didn't
v me i delbe okt Wikes Wambeldtn  broke voice He'd
0% 0 he i conden st h s o isway,and had been sre 0
Jet e folks back home i Meridian know bowt . “Am paying over
e i, ldyou ' mount 0 something somedsy ”Now here
crow o b aten,and i went down hard. “What scarsus st work,
ot e, someone has writn. One wonders how many sar
Jimmie Rodgerscould have bome R e ad e nver pped i i
Tavor perkaps eventally he would hve s, grown cyeal,
maybe cen givenup. Bt in Arbevlle hat ey smmer of 1927, 2
50 many s befre, e ok il e lump,Niched up i pas,
Saighiend bis b, snd besmed the ld familar g, I | can' 5t
e o, we'l 0 the woods, e i “Anyy. | can il he
iy ok bow 15 popular radio ariss Tha's worh somebing.

10had ot been ich of n st n e ast.He'd managed 1 ook
only one pary i n Ashevle whie thy were o0 WWNC, snd
cngagement . eaiy Hendersonville was ol disster, "1 ever
forset the ime Jimmie booked us t Hendersomvle,” Cloade Gra
reclld.“He made aangements o the morming we wer 0 play 0
et the School udioium. He quickly g some handhils prined
Somehow and we spet s ofthe day arund he drutrs i o
Playing and singing. But we went utthers tat night d oy the
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memibers of the Swin family), (e cew, cooks, and diingcar
atendants. The complee cmourge di sk number over fory,
Countin sl the Swains, in-aws, 4 hangers-on. But of course he
pory Colonel hd  eputston forbeng oor s fares: when it came
1o eporiag b office receits o thescape of i operaion, be was
Known o cr somenhat o the side of exces, wherea st othr s,
he it suted chcumstances, be dspayed  agrat poormouth. I
e had 5 company of twenty. it was . he'd advertse tem 55
iy and make s tha only ten o cen ould b found when the
ran conducor came around to coun fares

AN hings consdeed, Swain's Hollywood Follis sl properly
boased  subsuntallylrge complment than te aveage et ep
company, which nermally camied only 3 dozen or s people. In
‘adition o Rodger. th estured perfomersinclded s singer Eva
Thomas (who'd ko toured with English when Jimmic vas on ht
how), comedian Jimmy Vam, who specialized in Iish dlect and
Charcier,and Alfed nd Lucle Fet, who had ot ogetera act
Kknown a Fris's Haains—which Swain changed (o the Waikiki
Havaians—in “Hawaiian Whoopee

Folloing e wecks of rehearsls in New Orlsns, the show
opened i Independence, Loisans. onMach 29, “Huge crowd sects
players t opening.” reponed Bilboard: “hrstight gross nearly
511000 Again, allowances must be made for Colonel Swai's
mahemais, bot evidenc ndcaes ht, i s el ssges t s, b
Company was ndecd 3 succss. ALy ae, s Billbord nte, “The
oustanding i o he show s imie Rder, Vitorecording

“Traveing ahosrd thre specilly desgned rarod cars, he e
moved up hrough central Lovisans and paye hre s insouher
Akansa before jumping acos 0 Texss. On Apeil 9, Swain's
Hlywood Foles plyed o  llot crowd nJeferon, hotonn ol
Vermon Dalhart. AN o wecks of one.night sand . the e, the
company moved into North Texas. Cromds focking o Pars (o the
“Apri 23 show jummed ity srcts, and st sround he sqac came
104 sandtl hat aftrmoon s Rodgers appesed o the courhosc
Tan 0 dverse th show with an imprompes concer. Two days
s e packed thers in in Gainesville, (e iehplace of shobee
professona rvl, Gene Austn

Tovas busincsan. Towmend Miller s growing up in Gaines-
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wae g whic few oter sl st could mate i thos days.
For s et orchesa of twelve musians, Guy Lombardo was
eponely reciving only S350 4 sde.”

iaving ageed with Pee on enative pans fo sacbe rconing
ssson i he summer, imnie ejoind Morg. As s he s, he et
abliged 1 cxplan why & s of s sature wauld yavel Wit et
Show.“I'ssomething ifere.” e 0da ineriewer i Lukin, bt
e e o 0 it hat “my healh s b ™ Torin with  how ke
Morgan' “gives me & chanc o be in the open, keepsme iy fom
crowdd thears and stenuons perfomancs throughou te dsy. |
oy ave 80 onstage oac  dy now. W you iy withhe i
oy’ you have o make hoot ou o e spearancs s dy. snd
eoes prty hard for  ellow n bd heslth - Even pefor oy
nce sy, Jmmie was cxhauid fe every how s hd 0 o
o o s i his e before he cold ven emove s makeop,

A young eporter, Cal Biger, came out 10 itrviw him, b
madeseeral retum s belore he found Jimi nconditon o k.
“The the itrvew 1ok lace inthe bl Cadilac, 4 CU B drove
hemaround town. “Jimmie was vry ervous and wanied o b on e
move” Biggers recalled e would ke think hat  ws o,
ot T ot th impression tht e s cither rnking o aking dope. |
Know e was on medicaon. 1 emerber scing 3 umber of medicine
conaiers round s quartr.” The e st of s helth s sk
coough. bt Bigges scnsed a fober twist o Rodgerss biter
ligh— e nancial gy o the ststion thit o amout f rave
T abot $25,000 yearcontacts ad elaborat ours abrosd oukd
cover up. 1 g the impresion that e was nceding money.” skl
Biggers. “Tha be was broke "

1 soon became obvious that Morga had ot been bl 0 mourt
producton of the quality b d boased, and by s e i was i
0 shape 1o cary he show skone. Bse by his v worsring et
and diracted by dozen e things. be perfomned crtally.
Shorcning hs sppearances and hen {1 0 on st 1. n Ltk
' opend aong,andeven iggen was smpresed it  mn 0
could perorm s e i 1w amased it h s h prformed n
e st igh,” Bigers ssid.He would ing and withno s cfort
E0right it is pecialy, the yodel ™ Bt trsverl perfomances
Rad 1o be-cu shor, and by the cnd of the week h v arly sbl
o perfom.
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W. . SWAIN SHOW COMPANY, Inc.
~JIMMY RODGERS~

THE PREMIER VICTOR RECORD PRODUCING STAR, WITH

SWAIN'S HOLLYWOOD FOLLIES and WAIKIKI HAWAIIANS

In Musical Comedy. One-night-stand Tent Show. WANT four Union Billposters, tWo
must drive cari $40.00 per week and transportation after Joining: §500 bonus If stay

we will draw » greater number o
atirdction Jou have ever DIAYed: Write or Wire Swain Bullding, New Orleans:
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Afer all, Jomes was oy in i aty tecas, an swowad, growing
oy bese with ll the achesand nceraines o adolscence. Some of
e pain wer sl physical once, for ahough b had “Hesed oo
and outgrown some of his chidhond sickaescs, there were il
nequen bouts wth b clds, plursy, and therchst e, even
nthe summertime. In August, 1912, he ot o Dora fom Arcsia,
Mg, where hesnd i futher e working with h rosd cxowt
ofthe Mobile & Ohio- He was confnd o bod Wi chills and fver,
“doctorhere day and nigh,” but bd b o mprove. 1w sty
ke 1 hope you ae well escuie Paper. answer soon

A usal, ey did v emin 1 oe place very long. The ollowin
sea Jimmie wat in Oklos, p he MO line, “rursing  bgeage]
rastercar and making Prty god moncy and hving 3 good me.”
In November he wroi Do that e placoed 0 “come Down there
it | can et off s spen (et xinas e ithyou all.
Lot May is at Vs Willams yet Butbe [Aaro] i going 0 ake
e 2wy soon. Good ek 10 you al. Excuse paper and splling.”

School o o, his handvring was.impeoviag. cven i s
onhopraphy st He woukd forever ake caveal, ofin coloru,
Hibere withspeling. grammar, nd pusctuaton e s Ltrs o s
period bese, n form 4nd compexit, e rermblance ® hose of
only  few ycars ol The voce tha speaks though e s hacofa
ey brght bt smeties roblec yount . ncresngy onscoss
of ielfad ying vry bard 1 come 1o erms with hat slf. This s
oot 0 say that the s are partulry “decp” o fectv, b
even thow invarabe, toching fte ffors to “escuse” hwell for
Bluders of fom or expeesion sggest an increasng aempt (0
{deniy 8 workd beyond, s 1 mesre el sgans . Whie it
appears that i i sty concrned with “making good money.
and avin 3 o e phrss that ceurs i 4xd S s
Ietter—what s relly at sk 5 i dogeed deieination 1 céape
he cure lid down sgainst_him by family 4nd friends, the
by o vy imprcation ta Jmmie Rodgers i  ckadaiica Kid
‘howill ever ount 1 sything. The srongest evidene of s s
Sanc appers n lter be weoe o Dora from Muldon, Missispp,
i May, 1914: “ am Making a Man oot of myself now.* To be s,
b sisiement is followed by the wsual “And making Prey good
money"™ e wo otions foreer conjoned bt ot necesanly
cocqul, even n his own set of vaes. Thre is o & Sperceran
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pcking up o obs in the yards, working with mlsienance rews,
Runding aggage, making occisional exbosrd uns souh 10
ckson s north to Memphi. Inrealy sack tmes be ven “elped
" (hhich enerally meant wishing dibes) at  hsh hovse s he
Staon—somehing a which he'd hd pletyof exprence n s years
of burming arund. 1w  handdo-mouth existence abet, bt he
s used 0 tht—and at st et i wilhincasy istance of he
Conn home, where the prety youn visie from Lovisvill had more
or s sl i 553 permanent rskent, spparely givin op any
oo of retuming 1 Schoo. That was i Wil Jumes, who came
aroun rgulrly (usally dagging long an old banged-up barfo)fo
frce meals and an cvening of heantl, i clealy amteursh,
serending. The music id ot impres Sl —ycas tr, when she
g 1 hear news of s reconds and profssonal appearaces, she
ok e tenion becase 1 didn hink it would cer amout 0
anyhing. | id tink b vas very oo But i his music dd ot
Charm er, Jimmie Rodgers cerily G

“Thirs wa. in e Rodgers fashin, something of 3 whitwind
courtaip, For Jimmie t s ot mercly nattion o & asig whin
e was, o beleved Himsef 1o be, dcply in Jove and, ypcally.
imended o waste o ime. Jst how much hei eaonsip iy sk
have b impeled by eximal pesures and veats can only be
guesed at—lter thee would be chares and counercharges, gly
umors. and much speculion abot the whle s, Bt whatever e
{mmedise circumsances a0 motves of those e, othr,larger
forces wer st work Fo some ime it ad ben ovious, ven n
ural Misissipp, i h ion was ging 10 wa. A shot ¢t
when Jimmie 35d Sl met, Germany had esumed unresiicted
Submarine warae, snd President Wikon responded in March by
aming Ameica merchant ships. I tht same monh e goverment
evesled Gemnan stempt o conpite with Mexico sginst e Unied
Sttes i the cveot of war, and, with U bt kin anevr-increasing
ol of American siping i th A, pblc stimen o cneriog
he wa eschd new heghts. I  speech i Rodgery's hometown that
al ( spesch tht Jimmic may well have beard), he cgregous
Governor Bilbo wamed el Misisspians that he sie vas
covered with German sis, by snaouacin tat 3 ogen o more
ha been arested while tying 10 sl beprns of vey sl in
ihe st Some. Missippan, 1k young Bil Faulkner 3 high
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he sesome stanger s they lked snd played thei i, Rodgers
PlayTlly Scoopeher up i i s an ct e cn i Ko “He was
Tighing » ciarc.” sh sid, “and e hd 2 el monogrammed
Hihir 1 never seen s cigare lghie elore. He sent he kongest
time showing e how 1 wrked and leting e play wih . Then e
10 me s was e to keep. | sl ave i, afe il s years. v
ays emembered i s uch o warm, gl peson L n
eroon, Jmmie walked ot 1o s car and prdiced 4 siver
ke st e fthse T sen, oo id M. Lo, ghi.
“He ssked my fter who L ik, i it wa all it for him
have one. and my fater sty mother for e waer He k-
0t ht way, srigh from e sk, with e waeechse, though
1he 1 of the sfermcn,

“Ads and s rlases nvaiably comained 3 ke 10 he ettt
“Mr. Rodger says o i very anious 10 st all b riends and
specally the Kiddis.” It was genine. “Jimmie Rodgers mist ave
e 1o sl chiklen what e s 1 16, M. Long i T e
Kno wht e word b’ mesnt i thse aye, b | <an remerner
ay feling 50 mporant becae e ek o o i L nd ave e
he cgarete lgher, whih Pve weasared Al hse sears >

‘Dorothy Townsend's xpericnce was pical of those which
occored over nd ver, whereer Rodges e Thissort f behvior:
made him 4 geine hero o people who despersly nesied and
decrvd one. They rewarded him b paying day s wage fo o of
i records, by taielng e 0 ce im i prs, by saming heis
il afer him, and by carmying o he memory of America’s Bl
Vodele lon, lon afler b was dead snd out of fshion

Over the s of the Tevas & Pacf, the Misous, Kamsas &
Texas, s he Coloado & Souters alods, Swain's Hollywood
Folles passed long the nanbr rmof the Lone St S, resching
Claeadon, in e Texas Panhadic, i cady M. Thre S made
on camet effon 0 locse Waldo O'Nes, the crgistor of “Hobo
IS List Ride,” who ived nearby. O'Nea hd s im Iyrcs for
severlpew wncs, ncluding “Ptol Packig Papa” snd “Miean Mara
Bluc,” which Rodgers Rped 0 record s s et ssion. There was
i song O'Nel caled ' 3 O Man's Marma Now sl or
w0 of which Lt wred up n “Jimmie the Kid™

Rodgers had wrten 1o O'Neal from Clrkville, Texas, back in
Aprl. His e ecal  great dealahout the poces howgh which
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ville dring s time he \ivily remembered Jimmie Radgers's
mpac o the town.~For ek s appeaance] wassos e oy
opicof convenation,” Mille ha wrien. “The st of 3 Presuent
Woldn' havecrested e xcitement. | was one ofthe lnckier
i i town. That aferoon afeschol snd s the et was e,
Fivent o the e A banch of s younpters were ‘e 10t o e
flding chais. When we fshed, sy dresed Damon Ry
e chareircalld s down o the oot of the g Sunding shove
. e o doule hadful o penies ot he i for al of s 0
bl after 3 cur pay. Even more mporiant, we each g1 fce
s o the show. And thar'show | 5o 0 se and fea he kgendary
T Rodgersperform. | can il e i, siing e ht g et
on s porabe stage, (i ime wearing the cocked staw hat,snging
and yodeling s son of the conmon people.

il accurely gavged Rodgers's e apea. It wouid b
simost imponibi 1o exaggerte he pupalrty of immie Rodgers
Guringthe Tate 205 nd cary 305 whet he was lve and recondn,
e ponied oot It wa akin 1o the fenry the i ban encried
oo the swing e o the e 05 and caly 4. It cqued the
evoton and ofimes rntc adoration of e funs of Frak Svtra
and Elvis Prsley. However,there was 3 diffrence i Rodgers”pop
Hariy. 1 was more sublle ad decper - 1) spread acos i a0
brckets

A shog the Swin rowe thee were fends and scqainces
among th cromds, and Jmie wentout of sy o gret them and
Spend tme reminiscing ahou the od dys when thy e hoboing
around o railading g, In Nocooa e ran o an o pal named
Cliude Townsend, 30 oifekd worker snd ameu musician whom
Jimmie had known in i bastorming days. Tounsend inied b
home,and S spent e alteroon on e Flys b front porch.
Summing i iar 350 aking 4 asing mpresion on Tourtend's
Sixyear i daughtr, Doroy. Recalng his s yeus. I,
Doy Townsend (aw Mrs. Guy Longof Alin, Texa) s, s
el 100 youn 1o Know who he s, bt 1 Knew s from e way
everyone el camied on hat he st be Somcbody. He cerinly
0 act ke 3 star—be was us 35 frendly a5 e folks next
door—but e was allydressd .l i lck,with st and e and
il shi—and i wai't v Sunday! That made n impression o
0. A the chld hoverd ot o of s, snin o e her
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Aendance bovered the b ven o e show stsggled o
{hrough the Big Thicket country o East Texas. Fialy. in mid-May,
Morgan decided 10 Jumpthe show north 0 o i hops o fding.
et pickins in his ok eritony.  He encounged Rodgrs 1 sy
Wit the tour, ot the ingr shook his head. It was 0 fr from s
famila samping groun. and he'd ever (el at case "p Nowh,”
even i the summertime. He was redof he tour sy, ad e had
ater things on his mind. One was Sil's awsu, which was
sheduled for sl cout hesring in Olahorna Ciy i aly Joe. He
and Morgn paned anialy,areco ht ey migh vy noer tour
ogeter e i conditons improved,

On June 9. the U.S_ Disric Court esched s verdict i the maer
of Sl Hakins and Kathryn Rodgers.  Mine, vs. Jimie Rodger
B prics had waved  jry i, nd Jode Edgar Vavght st 0
work exmining the xiensive evidence hefore i, nlocingsacks of
deposiions taken rom. charste wipescs, phySiians, and varous
ot people who claimed to have Knowladgs o e Gircumsinces
Rumounding th bith of Kathyn Rodges

One of he more curious aspects of te poceeding was hat while
Dot pates had s serious questions cocering th time of the
G i, neithe side nroducedsny substatialproof o atempied
10 csablish 4 speific dae that migh b bearing on the e of
concepton,  crucial s in Rodger' defee. The questionig of
the doctor who delvered the baby was typical. Rodgers's chiel
counsl, his beoterinlaw, Nate Willamson, exaced he raer

sue sitement tht 1o my rcolecton the year was 1917 s
engienin the defnse i tht e chid s conceved peo 0
0 mariage i May of tht year @ Ratherthan prin the mater 0
establish 3 mere specific dae, Willanson took up snoter line of
questoning and et the subjet drop. Sellas witwesss, asuming the
Sand 10 suppont her cotenion that the Birhdste was i Febrry,
1918, offered equally vague and inconclsive infomation

In his deces Judge Vaught uled simply on the conditon of the
mariage e, Tha, he found, was clealy legal. Consegueny
e chid had becn born in “legal wedock” 4 s this dechred
he lgiimae daughr of he defendnt. Rodgers was ondered 1o
pay S50 3 monh 35 hid supportunil Kby reoched the age of
ghten, 3 sum amouning 152,650 Athough 3 subsantal bur-
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Swain had begun to experment with ifeen surstons, varying
i ofeings withinceasng doses f vaudevle, sdcshows, and
novelty acs He hd opend his 1928 seson with a aienp o estore
Some of the lost vigor and allhoo o en ep by laying upon 15
Kinip with th gadicr, more cxravagant smosphre ofthe s
I place of the usalorchesrsand teser seting, he offred 3 brssy
matching band, sawdust on the floe pennans Mying fom e e
poes. balloons all ver the plae, and an extended bil of conert
acion i addion o the stple dramai e This efot vas oly
moderiely sccesfl, bt hecontined sopomic s in e winkcr
192930 convinced e Colonel tht cvr moce dsste msares were
necssary f he coming summer tour vas o suceeed

“Th st in hat something was brening reached the profesion in
caly Janary. 1930, through 3 small 4 snocuous e i B
Sache's Billoard column:

ol W 1. Swan, o o the s el ad expreced e
Show mamgesn e game ey 5o o e o s g p
e for e coming o, B 1 ve e sl oy
12 oo, o i g o ok senae snd ok s i v
n Daig, K. o ety i 0 Gl b et v
ope e comer

i alikly st anyon held s beath whileColonelSwainwaied
forthe prope e, bt wth business i aspin nd dily runrs
ofshows closing o faing 0 open on schedule, comderable ataton
was iven  ay promoton that migh ing new e o e box ffice.
A frthe it of what Swain ad 1 mind came i caly Mrch: &
profesioal “cll s snnounced i the rade Jourals, nodying “sl
peopl cngaged o report n New Oreans for Fhearsls of  show 10
e known 3 “Swains Hallywood Folles*

Swai's pla, allough ot uheard of, was everthless  raer
il mnntion o  ouring et ep corpany, rguring bl
overhaul of he sl operation. Th reperoi: il were dicrded
eniely and repaced wih 3 lavish mosial comedy prodcton
voling & lrger cast and more complcuted saging. Alhough
dividus cts were o b fstured—notbly s abloid il enied
“Hawaian Whoopee" b bl was desgne 10 pay ¢ 8 single i
he same show cvery ight hrough an i seison of onc-rght
Stands, i contast 0 - and -k s ormally plyed by o
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Morgan ke is elow showrnan and godfend Skecer Kel, was
& Midwesterne who'd found b i Texs.Lik Kel s, he wis
an st rep manager who'd cjoyed s sucess houghout the
Ticnies nd now found hmscl hrd presed o kecp s operaion
. Thre the resemblances ende. Kell was tall 1 ganglin. o
unpied, rawboned characie who clowned of iage 3 well 3 o
Norgan cold arly ave presnied  more st and istnished
mien hd is middle e been Pirpot. Porly and greying 3 he
icmpcs, always mmaculacly dressed. be might hve pased foc &
small 10w banker. Benaththal coneraive appearance, however,
Wi 3 famboyant showren. The ). Doug Margan Show i e Big
s Tent give i the Fll iling b nsistedon—vas ane of e
ot colorul i the counry.

Oignally from lowa, Morgan b sated s  propboy withthe od.
Howard Deoss Company befor he tam o the centry, und b he
{oursd with various canvas anractions belee orpaizin i own 65
Show afer World War 1. An actor by iclinaion, he prefeed dama
over vaadevil and st o he it end tha ey’ e hin.”
A e same e, e was mor bl and progrcss then most et
managesand R reslized sl tht te sandand od ep fomat would
have e modifiod ad cmbellshed f 1 were 1 compete wih movis
and radio, 1 haveawaysbeenon the lookout fornew des.” e s
in 1920 recalling how i he caly Twentes he'd savedsn otherise
Iosing scason by bookinga group of musicinsfrom i thathad
closed ™ That slone was 4 radical deparure (o 1 1 show i those
@y ot e fct ht the iians were bk only compounded he
protests rom Morgan's whi actons, who resened he proessiol
Cocroschmentad feaed ven or h comeguence ftowring Texas
s rcily mixcd company. Howeser, Morgan's it haing of
e stuation and the ban's e scees 3 3 "G uickly
etblished them a permanent fxures. From tha e o, the show.
egulary camed presntaon cts, vasdele specalis 4nd “sdded

By the It 1920s Morgn was mouning 3 many s four units,
ofcncqipping ane or o with  ull sl section ncuding e,
midway, and minsel show. s rep unics, paimed in “the famos
Morgan ed.” becam (amil tacions ion a estublishd roue
from Texas to ows. playig such standbys as “The Whole Toun's
Taking,” "Why Gils Walk Home,” Ten Nights n s Bar Room. 1
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lirare, and melody, ber tining i thyme and hytn, may wel
have been fcton, howeve sublvinal. in hs development

"Tal wa sixcen nd Jmmie ine wheh thy et 10 e with i
Aunt Do in ke 1906, caroling in schoo o Pine Springs for the
Winer erm. Befor his other'sdeath, Jmmie had tendd s shanty
hool a Lost Gap. o o h il poins st west of Merdian where
s fther worked for 3 Gme. Tha il b Wi bk lesmig
ended abruptly when Ela died, but afe Aaron remartid, Jmmie
i “stared over” in the frs grade  Pine Spins. The folowing
e, when the amily moved 0 the by frm i Lowndes Couny. he
ind s stepbroter, Jake S, et 1o school brcly (124
Sporadically) st s, sveral miles rom the farm. They made he
00 choot on e back ofansncent mule tey called * Sociton”
(i belonged to the agiculural combine for which Aaron worked).
over raw.pahs and primiive counry roads that offrd endes
Giversionsand excuses o dawle. A 8 consequence,they el £ 10
ool onime; mor oficn thn ot ey ever aived at . Sickocss
s conrbted to Jimmie's ssence tht witer He seemed 0 have
{nheried i mother's rl esth s was incressngly uscepble o
colds and respitory infctons.

Latr that year he atended schol in eridia fora few months—or
perhapa it morecotect sy hthe was s0pposd 050 10 schol
here. Aaron had rjoined e rirond and was avay from home
equendy: i was t odds with bis sepmoer, and the “ciy”
of Meridian prsened e s and fascnaions o the would-
be .

A busy, booming il and s cener, o of he-<cnury ieridian
was the agest iy i he s (btween 1900 snd 191 h poplsion
ncreasedfrom 14,050 0 23, 255) The ivrseand srightly Soubem
metopoi hossted mult storied fiebailings ad hotel,an clecrc
srecca e, wo elephone companies, brck siets, & professional
basball e, snd, sccrdin 1 pubict,  “Splendil” polce fre.
In addidon 1o lumber mills and coton gns, & cannery, and &
s and sddie works, thre wee factories which produced seam
boilers,ght wheellumberwagons, brooms, s,  varety
o farm and househld goods. Products were dtnbud from the
complex of warchousesand shiping faiiies of the seven al s
‘which srved the city and oprsed “thops” (oundhouse nd rpai
sulls) tere
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Simmie's yode was no 3 gimmickorconrivance ke on.” bt s
pute cssnce,  disllion o I i pi and eight ofcverying b
R 10y and exerything ht was anspeaable. n“Blie Yodel No
107l cam togeher i blus e G, inthe bt radions f e
e, manages 0 b 150 1nd funny and suggesive all t the same
fime. The soul-wary lover inds there's been  ground hog rotn”
oy ard o ndponders wht 5 shou s ey mama
T ives him (e bes: I i’ yor dop-tch socking
oo ki hcs.* The e of e o s and ey
ey par ok pocty s well s vere ke Gt me ety .
ot me bulldog oo my prty mama do't o e, bt my bl
o Fnal,ther s the proud dicsme. 5 h blocman adrits it
e i sheck ] man” amyway. and e savages wht hecan i
the ok asrion that "' my repula gnding gets me by in
i word

From ingng about is el rinding s  mams who id'tve
i, Rodgerstumed tht afesoon 0 remake of “Hoe
elfusive pacan o domestciy s cosesnd venulled . 1930's ront
par. As hit from “Blu Yol No. 10t was ot excly going
o the sublime 1 he rdiculous;“Home Cal” doe hae » et
musy charm sbout i, snd there's o eayin tht the ong. i i
ncepion, 3 Teat, camied special meaning for Rodgers 5 an
expresion ofhis feling for Caic and sspcilly fo A By his
e, Noweve, e song hd scarcely more relaton o i e than 0
any oler siation he sang bout; he Geciion 10 e tecond 1 was
ey icted 1 mch by disstsiacton il the techaicalqalty of
e ongina nd th nc o thr usale el by any senimcntl
motes. The et that can b sid of the ek i ht, withou he
musicl e 4nd s cumbersome accompanimen, i 1 upeir o
the st recodin tre years caer. e perforns with srength
and caiy i s anyon’sguess whetherhe ol ke o romy 35 he
i, "W oy o gy o e i e v o e,

i, and e,

s plans o  prtoership with Kell o discaded, i et
work immedisely (0 align himsel Wit some e ouring ot
company or th coming scason. By i March be'd sanounced i
inintion ofjiing he J. Doug Morga Show. scheded (0 apen i
Jacksonville, Texs, sound the end of th o
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100 sick o sustin s ne-manshow, he'd been freed o i sl
band, the Freeny Camnon Trio, 1 shemate with b on sage 400
allow i et 45 muchas posible. Facing selotcromdson bome
leritory. Rodgens sugzld (hrough two nighs of the sagageme.
peforming slo s long s he could and then ringing out he hand 10
ke over. Finaly he began 0 emorhage o Saturdy moring. and
athough the beaing was stopped, the docoe nsisted that b cael
e il how and sy i b Les thn o weeks e, depite his.
severe seiack, Jimmie Rodgers was on b et snd ey ot he
opening of Swair's Hallywood Folcs

Colonel Swain unveled the fll dtais of his new schere on
March 5, when the Swain-Rodgers associaton wis anpounced 10
e profession n 5 Billoard adverisement

As the fne prot indicaes, Swain was pepard for & iy
imermational o, o st e hat wouldrsch a majo poion of
ihe United Stts Such bookings ncver maeralzd, howeer. The
oute of “Suains Hollywood Fllis of 1930" was evenually iited
10 v sates,athough the roupe played some sevety show dts in
b eritory and Conred more than 3000 mies. Borer, Texs, wi
the closest st o the performers ever gt o Hollywond

T newspapersccouns nd e publicty, moch was ade of the
Show's s’ accoding o th ot fequenly e fure,  caicd 3
oster of saty-oe. Swain's oiginal call had bcn for A 36 Pople
Mosial Comedy.” and hat number was f clse  fac. The cat
‘8 comprsed of oottty peformers, plusthe regalrsge band
of seven musicans. There wis ko the “xecuive il (mosty
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an omen of things to come. Afe all, things were ough al over.
Veruon Dalhirt had ot made  record for Vitor in mre han o
yearsbiscaeer there was iy over—and,out s hicago, Gene
At was snging whbou oy onfocal daytre radio ina s dich
atempe o evive is fding populary. The man who'd made dozens
of ntional it nd et cxeryons humring “My Blu Hesvn” bucly
s yeus caier was dimised i the e pres 45 ot vt

“The Morganshow openedn Jacksonil, s of s winer quarers,
ring he second wee in Apeil. Business was otflly reporid a0
“very encounging.” and e toupe st ou 1o play Margan's
established st Texas terory, ncudin such towns 35 Longvie,
Kilore, Tyler, Carbuge, snd Lutin

S raveld i isbig be Cadilac, accompanid only by s
rivr,CIflBas, whom he'd com trely o for vty of srvics.
I addiionto drving and ecping s crs npie condiion,on
e oud Bas ook care of ravel arangements, kept accout of
Timmi's expenses, bought s whiskeyand mediine, s ht b was
Socked with bis favorie Peayune cigaets, and served 45 body
uard. valt, male urse, and genral acoam. By his tme Jimmic
wasaoiding hotels becase of s s, prfeing e o sy o
{ourst camps where e and Bas couldprepae theirown meals and e
coud coma nd go withou atrcting & crowd. Morgan sged &
Spcial et withscreen and llup walls for vndlation, 0 sev a3
rsing room snd  place wher Rodger could et A s, he et
ccame & cnter f social activity between shows Duing e doy
S could e found i font o i, 1 4 chai ped back agiot s
end pok, Joking and caming on with member of the company,
ownspeople, and smost anyone who wandered by

T Apeil he et the show briefly 10 mect Pee in Dallas and
et his cotact withVitor, il ht had been ki place sch
Sping sice 1928, As Jimie i i, under the tem of e rew
Conract b was o be pad $25,000 for twelve moily eciss
(owenty-fou sde) duing e comin yc—te mplication bein hat
e money wasmrely  cash advance, i adidon 0 which e would
o ecive royalies. Agan e had e e sums imvived, bt he
scul s were undoubtely subsanal,given e condions n
e rconing busies. Peer sud e tht by th e of i st
Sssion Rodgers wasbeng paid anadvane o $250 per sid; v
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rep company. Ths was prhaps the most unusal and demanding ot
ofthe pew scheme; e mere logistis reqired extesive peparation,
carcful planning of roues and rasporaion, and ager crews 0
handle tsrdown and s

“The show abo required, in Swin's simaton, one addional
ilp—» st of cosidersle statre, some name atacion wbose very
prsence could suptre publi atcotion and help e box offce
Succss. It 1 b someone wh'd aleady atcied  ollowig: i
S hd o nenion o payin the salary (ht  rely b Brosdway
or Hollywond personality would demand. cven i one could b
penuaded 1o tou in & ten, which i el wa ighly uniely.

"The Coloneldid ot have o 1ok fa for 4 amswer  is ol
He remembered the splsh it is proté, Pal Engish, had made
he year before when he'd hired the lanky. yodeling ricord arst
koown 45 “The Snging Brakeman,” and he was well aware of the
arowing poalar appeal of “Americ's Blue Yodeler” From lnost
cvry sandpoir, sve perhap htof healh, immic Rocges i an
abvious choice—. proven crowd pleser, an extablishd aaction
‘aho despt hisclehty st stully peefered t bamstor i the
boondocks. Alough i rame was raply bcoming 3 hosehold
‘word in e very area whee Swai nended 10 o, Rodgers's ited
Cxposre i the South d Wes mean ht he was sl someting
e han 3 o) sa, and hreforecould o command a5 e &
ey a¢ many of his pes—Gene Austin, for exampe—even thowgh
s econds ofen ovtld theis.

For Rodsers who had ben playing random, cich ascch <an
heste dtes and g chool udoiums i thse cary months of
1930, h mos compelling agument for turing with Swain s
the 1 would allow b o sty active and eam some seady money
il doing the very hing be most cjoyed—cneraining small,
esentially rraladiences. Ther wasasoth nodon, t et iven .
Sevice, that tvling wih Swain 44 laying ony one show exch
<vening woukd b csicron i tha aimpin ancser round of e
“loura-day” n disan cie. Bt sy Rodgers did o werake 3
ardious four-month our of on-nght ands with any srious et
hat it ol ot s i ey precaiows conditon

Inded, cven before the tou could gt underay, e suffered
anober collape whie atemping 1 ply a ticeday move house
Crgagement in Canhage, Misssipp, s Merdan Relsing e was
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“Unce Tom' Cain.* The bsic charsteof the sow was il st of
rep thstr, b Morgan played heavily n he rmate mysiue of the
e big op o publicie i, g the show with gy penants,
alloas, barkers, and & hge calop to play ‘e o he te
When showtme came, the nonmally somber 4 dignfied Morgan
underwent 8 mecamorghoss, rding down the cenier e Wi &
ringmasters wiste 1 announce cachact, bellowing out a weleome
e cromwd in  oiee which,according 1 one fllow showran, "You
Could hear o th et county 0

T e sumcr o 1930 Morgan hsfferd the e e tht bl
Swan's Hollywood Follcs and most ober shows on he road.
Rencwed emphasis on variety acs and extavagant ballyhoo did ke
o offetthe et fthe Depession wthinyar Morgan s down
1 one unit, fending off compeiors (o s old teiory and ying
esprncly o put tgether 2 show that would clck 1 helleve f 3
manager had some spcil feature he would do busess he 0l
Billoard—but, Taing o i one, he had cosd the 1931 sesson
ealyand b gone of 0 Hllywood 1 el and make plas o ext
e, “Belene e, the same o show will o st the pubic 4y
more” he s, and it was clea from this 4nd il stements
{Beoughoot he winer it e e hd become amost an cbisson
By Fbrary the show began o ke shae, nd Mrgan anouncd an
ey opening for what he hoped would be his longest season e
“High-class et will b fetured,” e sid, “snd el plays il be
s this season, instead of the, Toy, sap'sick kind tat faied 1o
s the customers st year~ B ll he brave alk st “rew
dess and new cquipment” wassingullyackingin dtail, and i soon
ccame obvious that Morga had ot realyfound » combination ot
pleased him. The Nighly touied “minse fst pr and high chss
colored band and ochestra, o xample,conssted of e same group
e hd camied several saians caler—profabe cnough bck e,
bt cetainly nothing novel. The amnouncement several weeks e
ha T Rodgers would open it the show on March 30 vas 4
more encouraging sin.

As i tmed o, bad westher delsyed the opeing severl weks,
and when the sho was nally ready. Anerc's Blu Yol share
e bilng with somcone known 31 “Miss Helen, Mt
6 Jimmie Rodgers sa n it any cvidene ththe s ipping, ere
was o of ; nr dd h ke the show’s delayed openig o
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{echnsiogy in the cntesinment iduse b of il pemancet
change in the socal and cconomic charace of the naion. In
etopect, i secms unikely that ny nnovation coud v withood
e ondaught. A e Thinies began,however i was ot aly sty
sroving awarencs of the geneal business depression hut 3l 3
furking suspicion that what they offered was (i and it tat
sread fcr 4 tembling among the ranks of show folk i tntrep
20 oter live sursctons.

"One downhome mpresario who kep his finge on the public
ol fancied ht he i s the v, Ramboyant charscer
Known 3 Coloel Swain. A showman of the ok schocl, W. |
S ~01d Dooble Eye” o i e event adrmirers—was st of
o croes between P, T. Bamum, Willam Randolph Hean, nd 8
kel e, st e charming nd otageos. 3l made and
widely sef-proclimed Rugged Indidul. Swain pu togther un
sl sometime dring shows. quarced wih thesiical unins,
fough one-man baes with sae Jegislturs, nsued everyone's
inelgene (incluing s ow). ad liked 1o o, conrry (0 the
experience of many who worked for him, that | pever tlled &
paydey. I i habiual lck st (of the mid-MeKiney perod.
0 one observer. withhis shock of snowy i ad i immacul
Tinen s f by  flwing whit bowte “knotedcarcesly cnough ot
1o conceal  dimond colla botion,” the Coonel e 2 impressive
ure. For moe than oty years b wa & dominat presence in the
et e o scos 4 don or more s, unind (g
he M Soth, Sout, 1nd Soahwest*

Taoduced 1 show businessa an caly age, Swa in e course o
s ixdecades of prfesional I trid is hand a smost very ki
ofliveenterainment that coukd b ot on stage orundr e, Whie
il n i tens h'd toured withcrcses—Nothan, Jukes & Calin,
Pogie O'Brin, and even Barmm & Bly—durng the heyday of th
Big To befort the am of the cenury. I 1391, tomig o semenbat
lofer puruits, b fomned Swai's Comic Oprs. Company and s st
o0 toa of Midwest thair, playing Giler d Sallvan 404
terlght opers of the day. Thn, 5 o, Ar pid ooy, he road
Show was 3 dismal falure, even e Swai bired 3 comedan 10
ulsque s own prodctions 1 considered light aper th most
Wondertol enenaioment ad, according 10 my thoughs, e public
ol crsnly g0 Wi o . he wroteltr. “That vas he st
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ASHEVILLE'S OWN
JIMMIE
RODGERS

Appearing in Persen |

Thursday and
Friday Nights

Auditorium

712,000,000

VICTOR RECORDS

BY THIS ARTIST

Drop in our store and hear the records
and you will enjoy the concert better 4

We Will Gladly Play Them For Yot

Dunham’s Music House
The Home of High Grade Pianos

- — — — —
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roup playin themlves in spposedl e e sitstons. Many of
e Tnes came rom sock sourcs, bt the chasctes wee Tl 1nd
e plt ften dervedfrom theie own experence, 5 lered theogh
Kel's imaginaion. Furthe, while the awers 1ep. show cacully
confned sl 1o pays tht were molorioudly simpleminded and
moralistic Kell found tht for the somewhat sophiscied Housion
sudences be coud tm to mateial tht vas, if ot acly
contovrsl, t Jeast opcl. O of his e popuia prouctions in
{his e was n udated version ofthe oldchstnt, “Ten Nights n 3
Bar Roo,” reted “The 151 Amendment” and change nlo 3
comady it poked fn t h fies of Proftitionsomething o cp
Show would have daed aermpt ot i he Baptsc bl boondocks

Staght vawdvil, oo, was playing an everncressing pan n
Kell' ffos 1ot sudicces. I addion t 3 o complement of
e, jokesen, and novely e btween cs o the plye b vss
o cuperimenting with a tbloid muvica v fetuing o ncer
Hlly Desmond. Houston crowds oved the reve, and 35 thy
continsed 1 am the en, Kell had begun 10 sarch for e “Added
Festure Atracions” 1 kecp the mamentum going.

Jimnie Rodgers was 2 natual chokce. Altough his fothold on
ationa fame ad hever quic ben scured, e was ten at he heght
of b popalarity n Texs, lrgly 5 3 et of hs many rasos
(el sround the st Toxans, o h ay of i ter sdicnes,
6 they knew him: he was o of tei own

Kell took addiiona adverisng in the Houston newspaers
announce e B Yodelr's sgpesance, nd the crowdsconined 0
o out in g numbers all during Chstms weck. Following the
December 24 perfomanc,  huge e, “the alk o the Housion show
workd” was et . and decorsed i th centr of the tge, 4nd
it wascleratd under e big top by he castand e snd .
elct group of vstors. Among he laier wee Caric Rodges and
Souns Ania, who'd driven down withfinds from San Ao for
he occaion Gt wee distbuted, refrshments seved, and
Spocches made ccdin f 0n accom, the pany went on “url the
e small hours

Pany or o, and Chistnas o o, the et day was Friday—show
oy 2 sl Jimic Rodgers and “The 1801 Amendment” pocked
{her in: according 1 Billoard, “the b Keltent was veelowig.”
Busines was 40 good, i fact, that socess caved some. exs
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willing 10 sck i ut, i the est show.must.g0-n radion. Skecer
Kelland His Gang opened he fll sxson on e, and withi a few
months the show wascompltly r-eqipped. A Bge new tent st
g 1,500 bousted & e veodlating system, gas besers for the
‘it tur,and 0 clabort dsplay f cloed Tghts and peanants
Onhe ot were some sivten perormers, e i orchets, and
1 crew of seven. It s an Imprssive ot fo thoe toubled
Kimes, and with it Kell was ale 1 work i way ot of e ankiowns
and scure 3 ucraive spo in Houston, ot McKinney and Crawford
Stets neae te city'sexablished thesical dsit. The Kel show s
one of the s e shows (0 play Houson sioce 1922 ssd
Bilboard when h company opened there n ltc Novenber.Business
s 0 good e fr week Dt Kell anaounced 3 specil benefit
performance for th weekend nd donsed he proceds 0 Housion's
el und for the unemployed. The castand crew seld i for an
ndetnte

In carir years Kell had ru o rather comsntions] opeation,
ofeing the Suple dramatc fure of all en ep companies: he
cmphasized hayiced comedics and Tby shows which festured the
mpreario himiet n e familise oeof he country bumpkin. Specinl
el o vadevlle R ecn used ol sparinly. bfor he show
or s e between acs of whaever play comprsd the mai bil.
Recenty. however, he srctureof the show had begun o change, in
espons o presurs from radi, talkis, and the depresed condiion
of business i general Over the years Kell had developed the
“Skeeter” characier—a varan of the stock Toby role—o the pint
8 it had ke om an idenity of s o, apat from te sandrd
dramtic situatons of hackneyed old plays. Kell had provd dept
takoing is own materal and usin the chaace o gie he ot
Show & new and disinely diffret v, Tinkeriog with the o
crpsand adapeing the s e porposs ofon's ow show was
comion practice among rep manager—the es sruplous cbuined
the bulk of thir sason’s bils Simply by scrablin s and
inerchangin  few key scens fom copyrighed pays-—bu Kell's
lraions went frter than most, ometmes prodacing material s0
iffretfrom i soures that it migh properly b ermed oginal A
n opening bil,for cxample, Kell hd developed wht today would
pas a5 “itcom.” “Skete Kel's Gang” feaured Kll s wie,
Amiber Wymare: thei sl son, Lesli, .- other member of he
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entrained by the yodeler und s asiants than winessed sny
peformance of grand persprsencd i te adioriom st weck ™

For e Chatanooga shows, h ct hd bcn sustanisly cxpanded
once more. Hugh Cross,  fin st and voclist who ecordd with
oth McMichen and Riky Puckett, was add t the hand, 0 were 3
couple of othr loal muscians, Willam K,  clurinest, and Esi
Van Arsile, who playd sing bss. Othersonthe il were Howard
Cumpbel, 3 magicia,andthe lckface comic “Texs Tom Holden,
who rjoined the show from Ashvile

Rodgers' repertoie remained much the same 33 in Ashevile,
though “Blo Yo" ' or Texas, T for Teanesee” bviously gt
more atention than “My Caroin Sunhine G~ MeNfichen 4nd
Burkes weregiven big hand fos ther versionof“The Cacklin Hen.”
presumably a variant of Fiddin'John Carson's “OIdHen Cackled st
e Roosier's Goin to Crow. A supee crowd plese was 1z
smngement of “Weary River” don by Burkes and the two pick op
musicians, Van Ardale and Krug. Rodges hard hem “noodlng
around” wit i he desin room befor the show and 11d e 0
include i n he program. "W eally hda't worked on # much,”
Burkes recalled e, "ot i s broagh down te hose ” Rodgers
clsed e show with“Franki nd ooy when e whole roap
v calle back o an ococe,thy pertomed  rousing endiionof
"5t Lovis Blucs

"Ihe fllowing week Rodges, ccompanid b Burke, MeMichn,
and Holde, played a couple of onesight sunds in the Tupeo-
Pontotoe ara, o fr from Meridan. Afcr ht te group disanded
st wis coming, and Jimie was 3nsioo (o get bck lo
Kerile, o his family and thee e home. I 1929 h ad tousd
almostconstanty, made & movie, 4 ecordd tenty.seven sidsfor
Vicor Il would never be qui the same again.

My e was asmple nd exceedingly g an, clever it bis
hands ot umchooled and cking e scdemicia's tsesion wilh
acs and e e A Texas arm oy, he hd et e and
‘woked a5 doen o and ravled over mos of the st Unked
Stes by the time he achieved i majorky. The year 1 he was
nenyone s the sae year s the sy books el us he et
Deresion began. When my fuber lked oot he Depresson.
however, his mind was uualy on something that happened slong
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Inhe carly Thiics, efoe Nashile cerged 1 h sl ecca of
il mosic, 5 he populariy of the phonograph dicd away and
e ecordin eips were becoming  hing f th past, coutry boys
‘hohad Show busines spratonspt n tei sl it and by
boots, packed up their Seas, Rochuck guar, and eaded or e
et i sathon o show eryone ey could do i st ke Jimie
Rodgers.

By 1952 er coudbe o doubt hat e recond bsiess, which hd
e Rodges's professionl malnsay. was i dre . Gross
income drin (e previous year had dopped almost 0 percet, and
{her would b frhce dati oses i the oming mondes. Totl ks
in the United Saes for 1932 would resch  can 600,000 rcors,
by 6 percen of the number s0ld only ive yeus heore ©

Wil busiaes n  wilpin, Vieor, ke te ohe comparics, had
reduced s reconding ativies and flln back o the substital
backlog housed n s vals. Hilily records were sl seling et
han_thers, curiowsly enough. and one of the ressons for thei
continoed ks whs even more curios. In the days belore rado
Saons were required fo log and pay oyaltcs on copyiEhed
“mechanicals, recods i become 8 quick and nexpensive way of
illing i ime. Bot the tasis o most sations tended o gt
clasicsand curent pop s, whose pblishersand st complined
{hat h stions no oy s e mterial withotpaying o 1, bt
o ruined ecord sl by layingchoie s verand over uni he
public e ofthem. My records, viewed with didsi by ot
programmer, were st give much i e consguenly, e small
ot oyl sdiences for il s hd 0 by the sl i hey
were to oy their fvore songs eguly

i Rodgers' fans were ven more athul fhan most, 30 o
steady G mich diminished) marke coninued 10 absord Victor's
montly Rodgers rleses. Acconing o Per, “For t st thee ox
our e,y Jimmie Rodgen record wookd be expected to sl &
millon eventualy. Thacs Tie e millon today [1959]. 105
incredile” By ey 1932 e fgure had plummetecd 1 roud 15,000
copes pe relcse—pahetc i comparison 0 venthe weakes et
fsces, whih consstenly sc i the hundreds of thousands. Sl
Rodgers's sles vers double ad sometimes e those of s neares
competions inthe Wiy eld, and there was always ope tat he
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pabeic™ I bis choice of words was nforumae, it was a0
Sccuae, 1nd e idicatn tha he undetood prciely the nure
of wht he was undeiking.

A studio porei o the immie RodersEnterinrsaken sbout s
ime shows them asanyhing bt il ban.” Natilydresed n
busocs st nd beaming smilks. thy might pss for 4 cllge
i g, bt R, kg ol

vy ine yeas s tei Kidly muse prof. The nrumen.
et s coo RS ek P b
0017 M guir Each was proficent on scvnl insiruments,
owever, and they resumbly esranged the nsrumentation 0 S
e arious numbers and syls. thy peronmed, 45 such groups
commonly do. Thes eesatly s sugaeted by GOSH's eview of
e it brodeast. Moved to qalifed pras, e wroe: “immy
Rogersand his eteranersmanaged sncterperio of te vening).
Wit type of music quie 3 it difret than hat prescnied st be-
fore {3 ecal by solosts from the Asheville high schocls, bt &
i ha s condal recepion fom  lrge udience. iy cocs
s with 3 s giar and wih divers obe suingd inruments
hat . ke magic in thes harmony indacing proliviie > st
ho, i anyon, played the sel gutar i ot Known: il kel
hood, GOSH wasa't lening clsely o simply dd not Know one
v from antber when he esrd them over the i, Bt if b was
Something les than qualifed a5 3 music e, N reference 1o
“dives ober inged insumens” ndicates the group's fexiilty
and e “harmony inducig procivies

" more dicemin hsteer was Asheille Tms cournist Wickes
Wambokh, who opon esring “Seep, Baby, Slcp” was 50 impressed
by the “hauning, sympalet, descripive characir” of Rodges's
e tht e called the saion 0 sk wh b . Nobody, b ik
ol 0t 3 bum—an ou-of-work aloader who Wi “secommoiat.
{0 h radio sation s 3 volniecr “Wel, whocvertha el s
Wambold 14 his wie, “h clher i 3 inne or b i oin 10 b
1 could see him ockin the baby. crooning over i tendery.”>

Bt Jimmie Rodgers was o et winner. The Enestainers stin on
WIWNC lasted only ity desie 3 tcady fow of fan mail 454
smocih-alking Jimmie’s abilty o round up an ocasional paying
Sposor. The ilhilly ok ot sppesl 0 1. Dl Sz e
B e and spiation oward mas popularity ok them ot
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heron” ny longe. Wi the pasage of e, he o wssumeda
dominan place inthe Rodgers mytho, becoming, s one nthusiasic
e pu it the very “symbolof i eI was lost s i b had
cuthis et o a i sik, rown upcounin ros s, nd (0 qute

ot schlan) “inlly became siner”ony s desperse
‘Whescknes ad foreed i 0 give up the s e
of is chosn profssion 1 Obviusy, Jimmie could hadly have
Erown p 55 the son of Auon Rodgers wibou some.pasing
ity with swith engines ad wter anks and pele fighs
and the specil ing of winmes rom his et yeas e'd ridden
andcarsand rtling “crommics” andbaerd with e ke 10d
ocesionlly camed whte o is (ther's secion ang. Moch e,
¥ fllime raioader—cal boy, fagnan, bagaage master, brke.
man—he o doubt came o “Tov” 4 mch 35 any man can o &
hig that works b bard and pas him ooy, and e wouldahvays
Took back on those years on the High fon withgratpride and more
han 3 e e,

Howerer, al that s tendec 0 obscure his much e snd fr
mor constant facnation with the wokd of cteriinment, and bs
g, e, attmpt o become . partof . Show oriess ws
i tre dream s clln:f by  Bors Peformer, heneverteless.
snsed tha he was born o perform, and would forever purse he
e, o mtie b b and drk e ety of i might sometines
e At fourtcen his fedglin carer a5 3 prforme had merey beca
brought 158 momentary sandsil, the rils provided the mt
immedise allmaive, 3 paying 105 and 3 iy of puting i time
uni e e opportuity preseed e In e yeas e wold,
in ac, hokd many oter jobs—ruck diver, day labore, amband,
mechusic, fanitor, even ishwasher. Hiscfons o gt back n rom
of an andence, while freqently posponed or shud i,
e never ahandoned

Timmnie Rodgers was sl 3 long vay fiom being a plihed
peformer, and ooty e relzed . Year wouldpass elre he
Tound the sxsct blend of voice 1nd instrament that 10 cloguently
expressd hisunique genis. Moreovr, i sageapiations f openly
‘dmited, would srey hve camed N il around the ayards

s salr 1 bide his e, and leam what he could from the
musiclly incined amatrs, black and whe, who maed e ins
ind worked he right o ways.
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hesdy, compellin grce, delicse bt i, ivacious, sensile,
and deermined from an carly age 10 scape et cign.

Secl's pares, George 44 Mille Caverne Kelly, were farm
people in the cent Misisipi commuity of Nospaer, near
Eouisile in Wirson Couny. Ther Stlls was bom 1y 185, he
oldes of v children. By et cary eens sh'd scquired 3 pose i
sophisication that belid er ackgrond.  mammer combinng Celic
idorund Soothen savie e Such e hs ofen el i he
iretyped Dixie Belle all rinloe nd mirors o he wall—or, i
Sili's tme, he i exceses of the Temple Dakes and Zeda
Fugerald, doomed lppers mangué. iy e hd, bt e was
g gt o fivolous shout Siela Kely, mting sl ndulgent
Afergraduaion fom high school i 1916, he somehow managed 0
eonoll e Misissipp Sse Univesity (b Misisip A & . 3t
Skl something few gis of her mesns could sfod. Her sy
iher was brie, and e s Anown sbout i, bt the epiode s
igifican o wht i rvessofhe desie snd mbiion. o wat oty
e s f many nducs advenares she would underke o he way

Betn smestes i the wintrof 1916-17, St spnt some .
a1t home an thn decided 10 50 0 Dura, some iy s . 0
st he cousin, May Comn, who husband, Tom, e  cman win
e o Cenl Rioad there. Toey Dt s  lcpy et of
14 hows, shady strcs, and 3 few blocks of Edvard Hopper
Sorcirons, man of hemerpty. Bt sround he e of World War |
it was th cemer of 3 thivin arm community 4nd 3 mportnt
sevice int o th. ok Cenrals mankin, with he oly
hesvyeir il shops and. roundhouse between Memphis a1
Jickion, Misisipi

One sy i e Januy, 1917, Tom Conn brough a fend bome
for i, 3 lanky. Hkesbe Kid whom he rduced ). C.
Rodgers—ox, s the young fllow suid wih 3 wink, “To coe
scquinances, ' James Ve soon Scll s caling him s,

A Tom Conn cxlsine 1 is il and e cousin.Jameshad b
working “extr boad” ot of New Orlens and Jckson—a i, be
0 regulr i st and ook ahaeve crew b e coold
et 0n e rain o special rns. Hoping 1o nd more permanent
ok i the shops 31 Durat, he'd come e, ony o il 70
openings. Neverteless, be sy on, anging amand he depot snd
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Thei ip from Bestol prety mach set the one for the Tenners
Ramibers” sssociaion with Jimmie. Rodgers. Recristened “The
Jimmie Rodgers Enteriners hey made thee debut on WWNC on
Mondaynight, May 0, 930, Fo alof Jimie'snotons sbot “od.
plantton meldie” and rives ballad,” thee epertie differed e
o th sor of i he had besn doin s the Lacerdse Springs
daysand arer—tht i  congomeration of dance numbers. 4 few
O hatica sandars ik “Hot T i the OId Town Tonight a1
he poplar tnesofthe day, witha occasionl triional o ok
Song thrown i, Athough 1 0 sl sin Eroup they coud o entily
escape the rurl image, Rodgerswas delbrucly seing. 4 i rame
for e group indicts, o avoid the “odime” and "sing band
connottions (hat other aca oups fauned. He s atemping o
i and us mere of s own matral and 10 he cxen hat e carly
raw verons o sngs ke “The Soldier's Sweethean,”“Seep. by,
Sicp,”and T for Texas” e on "o ey souices, e immie
Rodgers Enerainers couldqualiy s what Cari ermed " hilbilly
in rchests” B sh seed ot o ko, and S ot o o,
{hat th st purity of v song s ot necssrly guarieed by
035 or evolution. “Skep, Baby, Slcp” i cae i pun. The pice.
s cranly oldcoough, bavig sppeared in it origialfom s far
back 2 869: ot i a0 had been. s Robert Coliman pots out,
something of  “towny:sounding” vawdvile i e thn the od
{mountain lulay tha Carie thought it was " The lyis 10 “The
Solde’ Sweeheat” had oo in 8 much more ecet s, nd 5
ane was derved from “Where th River Shannon Flows,” writen n
1905 for Texas” was merly another manifestation of the cuteat
bles manis, a5 commercial 4nd upo-dae a5 any of he “Black
Botom, Chareton, jazz ok that hmmie aed st S0 much
for i i sbout ol ashioned” mu

Simmic Rodgeysariginaity ay ot n his el ot n e syl
hat he was now by prfecting and would cvntally impose o0
Whtever song e undertoo, regarless of s souce or gere. I
onna make that o guiar of mine obey ey, h 1l Cari, “s0
Ok when 1l and cry o lugh when 1 do."> Rehearsin the
Entersiners, he miid on “feling,”and o the sthniciy of that
fecling. “This Kind of sl ughtnt 1 b cicus-¢0.” he 1d ther,
mening tht it shoukd't e perfomed ilh any sor of aifcia
extavagane. “I's gota have ptbos. Make ks fc ke we do.
ot e o hav the fctin ounlves fs. This s sugposd fo e
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ovemight and vanished ot 35 iy, aking iththem an xcess.
of o forgoten sound devices Dramaphone, Quione, Viovor,
Vocum, Biophone. Viaphone, Phoophane. Briscphooe. and
doaens of ihes that Variry aled “sypcromanioes.” ko was
exerainment’s glamor baby, ot ther, 00, compeiion among
pefomers was S, and e chances of siccess (s fom ceran
i ine vaudevlle wa o st egs, he populiyofphonograph
econds hd peaked. i mid-decde, and unial out on te 1000
coninud to depen on th managers kil a vooking roues 124
putin together il st wold draw, subject sy 0 the vagaries
of loal conomic condiions, the weather, the couty er,
conoic il poiens, and 3 thowand other angibie. One tov
wouk b 4 bloomer, anoter 8 “red one,” andofc . was oy by he.
St of his pants tht 3 camy boss o tnt show msnage cold Know
- sdvance whih was which

“Thee condiionshadkong prevailed i the grssrots ve. A st
1hey'd b non oo good, 0 time would clase belore anyoe
‘would potice hat hey were geting worse permanendy: it wald be
even longer befor the cawse would he rced back 1o hat Black
Tosday s October. I the har ofth couny. sy v the show
business cemers of New York, Chicago, and Holywood, the whole
e o 1929, eve before the Crash, had been o of e esest on
tecond. Thost nvived n live emeraiment—vaudevile, corival,
ok, et ep.and the ike—blamed radho an alkics, ad 04 rge
extnt e complin was wll founded. Bt oher focos were
{avolved 31 wel. For one i, sveing shows, cpecally camival,
W it ncorious reputaion s £7. nd while mo perors
wee csemialy honst, thre were nough rady chrctes among
e 10 tin the rest. More srious wis the growing gk 104
epletonof the enertsnment form . Like any e bsiesimen,
houmen o th period wer reluctan o ampr with ucces, o thy
‘e Sl ying o draw crowds with the s sortsof things it had
ough adieaces focking tweny year before, during 3 s
more v ca -was  perverse sortof conomic Darinism, with
ironic and limaely el Gt he et ha wer srvivin e by
eAiion the most prosperous, bt i very success R made them
compiacent, dul, and sylizd, lacking in imagiston snd poody
ited to et th dazzing new competion from movie srers 420
loudspeakers. In the end, hey were vicms not mrely of hew






index-362_1.png
P — s

cataog, Peer found Vit dciddly unethusiastc abot promoting
i1 H'd goten Oberei installed i the Vicorsls epatment with
he ida'of having someone o the payol here o look afe his
ineress Unforuntey, Oberiei had s mind of his own,” 5 Pct
Dot it and ikl s wherecpportanty Lay. “H got an s
Peet Sad, “he waned t0 ke {ie feld recording and copright
busics] from me—he saw how | was operting andhe wanted o ke
05 ver from me.” Accoringt0 ee, Obersieinevndaally bean a
campai o sqeeze him out: bt befoe tht could happen, extenal
vens made i desabefor RCA o sell Souhern Music hack 1o Pecr.
Who ook advantage of the suaion nd began (o ack away on his
own, lewving the eld 1o Oberstin. Pecr minaned 4 lose
elonship with Victr for many yeas, bu b was never sgin he
e ired by be once had been. This tumoil was oy beginning i
caly 1952 3 Peer plaed the Dalas sssion. but, wih Obersen
covenly Iooking ove his shoulder, the resare was n, and i may
ell ave flvenced the charctrof s wssions and he seletionof
Rodges's macril

For the cight sides b recordod i Dlls that Febuary. Rodsers
amed back 10 o, amilar terory—prisners songs, bindie st
llads, and he Lanents of moonsiek lovers, n s0ch numbers 55
“Rall Along, Kentucky Moon." “Hobo's Mediaton.” "My Time

almostexperimentl repertoite o th Lovisile sesions e previos
Suminer, hey wer i rter conveionaland underandig. plessant
<nough bt not pariclarly xciing. Thefew cxcepionsinclde-Blue
Yoiel No. 10" “Home Call” snd, pesbps, ~Nicty-nne Yesr
Blues”s bt even hoe were bt o o round, e hanexinding
Rodgerss bt in any signifcant drecion. The meagermess of s
own esurces and i cotinued ependence upo “co-composers”
oinedup by the fct that v of e ightsdesoignued wholy o
parly with smcone le—a rtherroni cirumsanc or  performer
Who'd cstablished Bimsef (wih Pecr. at e he componr o i
v mateil. O the e hand, the sigle bt perormance of the
Dallas sessions was Jimmic’ ol rendiion of the o son e could
ake et fo bimsel—"Blu Yodel No. 10" demomting once
more the unige, indivdualisic qualy of his genus. (Albough,
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about 1931 or maybe 1933 Somtimes it was e, and once, |
remembr, it xas even 1927, He was hazy oot beinaings and
endings. For my Tther and thovsands ik i oy armcrs aad
ores and sl bsicssmen—ber hd iy e  Depression.
Hard ties, ke Tolstoy's hapoy familes. end o be al ik,

"To thos of us who only e sbout i, the WallSzet Crsh of
Tuesday, Ocober 29, 1990 conjres up images f 3 sudden and
e ctastophe. On o e ofthe e o o min.pele
e Whooping it up. tosing sel, dacin the Charkeston, fdn in
i cars, and coumingthei sock ket profs on th e they o
Jompin ot of windows, lling ppls and standing inbradivns. In
ihe s South 350 Sowest, which wa o be the s of e
Rodgerssactivity for e remining hce-and-s bl years o s e,
peope ke my fther took e otceof Wall Seet. They werton
bt hei bsinss, such as i wa. sl ot o dollr, fallig
ind ot of love, maryin, setlin dow, moving n—more o than
o the e o T for Texas” ox "l e o Now.” o whatver
e somg ey s over the i or o record that echody hd
enped up crough money 10 bay.

Most pople i show i b rnk and i, crtsinly s
it and cconomc ston. Thre wasaiuaysmoncy. f hot
room, at e op. but anly & few exer realzed the weslih and scuriy
of e big time. Great s of show peopl nghly considersd
hersevesprfessionlsbut camed thei veibod 3 performers o
enteprencurs i he lower eaches;thes acts made up e ity of
o busiess—papime vadeville, circucs, camival, tent ep
erie, showbods, smasement ks snd s, buresue, siock
companis. For thse hady folk. el it had Tl comnecton with
whal went on in Washinglon or New York or even Hollywood

"Thrsghoot the Twenis, while the est of he mton’s ccnomy
hd been sy scening ihe ol coste wilh 0 s i ih,
Show businss had becn rng he pesks ud roughs. Th advent of
alking pictres, lhongh  boon o the idasry i generl, hd sho
rested et upheaval and dislacement. Slot st and echnicins
Suddely found hemselves ou of fashon. exhibiors went boke
rying o cope wth the o of chep pcures nd e equpment, a5
producers foe theie i ovr the publc’s ekl sichment o
whatevr was Hollywood'saest rge. I the s o capiliz o
paeniabl tlkie gimmick. hordes of small corporaions sprang 5p
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e elssc would i big and sgns  retum 0 he fomer days of
slory. That prospect, coupled with his sicady tck recod, made
Vicor willng, 1 not ovely snviows, 1o mintain & bkl of
“isoc-ale” Rodgers el By this i tht bocklog had shrunk
10 1w o three sids. Alboughthe salad days of the el recording
expedions were ssenilly over. Vico excutves decided 10 send
2 Crew ot one mors time 1o reord the company's emicr bl
il s

e sesions wer schedoled 10 b inDala n Februay 2. Pe,
hoping (0 avoid  1eat of the previous year's b unproductne
joumey 10 S Anonio, had urged Rdges 10 prepare 35 much
macrial a5 he could. Specal effort was lso made 10 Tound up ol
et would furter mure 1 scees of th i, I ation 0
Rodgers, those recorded in the costing (wo weeks would include
S Davis, lter “Lowisiana’s Singing Govemor” and & quarc
Known as the For Worh Doughboys, whch conined i ¢ et two
of s mermbesMion Brown and Bob Wil—the genei o what
Would come to be kaown 33 Wesern swig

A the Deprssion worseed, Per's vaunied field sxpeditions were
beginning o e Faor wilh Victorexecuties, 2 his ivavement
e tangled coporte suructure of Souhen Music e i reation-
Ship wih the company ven mor prcaros. As Per pt . “Next
{hin 1 knew they had ied anothr el who techically Vs my.
bos. i ther words, b s the man inchrgeof th il and e
usnes. I 1 wanid 1 put on a ecoding expediion o someing.
hy. bt o't oty wih i, o | ' ke thi s, bt 1 el
00 T Tllow” was Ell Oberscin, & former bookkeper for
Okeh Recods, and the frcion between them s al he grstr
ecaus bertcn owed his job 3 Vi il o P hinsel 1
Knew i [ OReh:he was 3 v wire.” Peer s, “He's a Jew and
he'd had ll the temciy, had impresed e 35 3 good man. Thar's
st 1 nccded to produc st of sales deparment for what [ had
pcked 0 (hrough he st of Sothen Masc 10 Vit Under
e termeof the sl of Southern Mosic o Vico in 1928, Pt il
ek controlof all copyights, and Victor had agreed 1o channl o
‘Southen all the popular matrial thy recorded. B the company’s
AR men rgulry discovered waysofcrcumveningthe provision
v when i casiona pop e mandged o wind up n h Soutern
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Friday and Saturday, Dec. 13-14 . 8:00 PM.

JIMMIE RODGERS
“Amcria'l: El: Yodeler”

‘Memorial Auditorium

Billy Burke, of Fort Worth, Tex.

“The Crooning Guitarist of WBAP”

Texas Tom
Nationally Known Black Face
Everyone Knows -
Clayton McMichen 1
. --ADMISSION-- =7

g
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‘Victor reconding ace who sppeard wid e Kel Company i Housion
and [Lling. Wil 0 with the show 1o San Artors " Bt vben
Skocter Kel and His Gang opened in the Alama Cety on ety |
Rodgers wason it way 1o Dlla or 3 weekdo rconin sesn
Repors from Kell's shotived San Antonio ra made ho ot
mention o the Blue Yodelr”

Shorn of his siar staction, bueted by bd wethr and by
competion rom Hrky Sadler's opulas ot show, Kelwas orced
o clos e o few weeks 4nd isband e compuny > Despite
{enativ plas 1 reopen again 8 he Housion loaton i the nesr
futre” the grandioe Kell Rodgens paroersip. ke 0 many of
Jimi's schemen, was beard of no e 13l Hehbod f was &
ictm purly of cconomic condions,ratber than of sny fllng o
between e proposd. partnrs. el mkial claim of suficent
“Gnancial iy to aunch the new venurs” appers (0 have been
made Wil fngers crosed, a5 encoursgement 6 woud b investors
Whase support ever mteratizd.

Rosgers had e o i he fre, I mid oy, g ot
invistonof Geneal W. W. Stting, he'dbeen b fo cvra the
Austin Roaiens nd s 1 e i of honar i te ske's
soveor. Ross Steln. I vas prety tll coto for 4 couny boy
from Misisipp. and abough immie was suably impresed, b hod
e prsence of mind o bing up Ray Hall's cave in & subequent
converaion wilh General String, the sac's che leal offer
Stering ssued Rodger tht he would ok o the matr Feor e
way e ke, immie Wit i 4 touching et  Hal, e was i
Jour v, ¢ he would e The Goveror and i oting 1 e
‘would ry and make sy o1 y0u 0 you ookl pu n your e on
ering Songs and Pocey and ding things that woud belp you & al
man Kind ™ There were ot many uschooled oumder of Jimrc
Rodger's backgrond who cquied “wriiag Songs ad octy” with
heling markin.

Diing s tme armangements wer: compltedwith Rdio Saion
KMAC in San Ao fo  reflar weekl pogram. 2 Scheduled for
Tucuys t 400 pn.. th brodeasts wee pmacly devtes (0 the
Playing o ime's records, bt ere was s e undentndin
henever b was i ow s s el ermited, he st would b
{amed over t him for e brosdcast, Jimmi somidersd i 3 ekl
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I igh of wha he hd ben plying and the coue of his bcr
carer, the logic which dfined “my Kind of su” seems curously
mied and convoluied. On one hand, posbly as & esl of hs
expericnc withthe Helions, he had begun o dtect h e appel of
ol Tshiond songs"—he st of b, pur folk el plnia-
tion melodics and oldsvr ballads,” he calld them, hat woud so0n
sccount for i el succes acrons the o, Jot cientaly. ht
s xaely wht Rlgh P was iseingfo s he st o rom New
York it spring with the Victor Company's porabe recoring
cquipment. T of e e Jimmie cted 4 example—Yearmng
i Forgoten”one was acuen it ssght ot of i Pan Alley.
and the therhad b composdand populrized b  bas singerwith
e Bostonans Light Opera Compeny_only tweny yeas beore.
Moreove, s dispasgement o jz2 1 Srangely i odds wil someof
i wn best rcordings o the very et year— My Caroln Sunsine
Gi”and “Waiung for a Train,* or cxampe, a well ¢ such trhis
5" Aoy O Time,” e’ Mean M Blus,” My Good G’
Gone Blos,” and espeially “Blo Yodel No. 9. aangemens
concecded by rmany uzz expets o be consivently s, cresionally
cven brillam. Thei inlusion. along wih v otber s of kst
Caual mert, in Brian Ruscs it complation of Jaie Records
1897.1951 suggest the qualty of Rodger's invovement with the
o and aests o the act tat is i i tos carly dys 1
lea, rsnscended the namow confines of what e then con-
sdered “hillily. "

Rodgers' criism of jaz, howeve, may ave been lagely di-
rected 5 he crent over.commercialzaion of te gee and 5t he
mas e for anyting with 3 shricking sasophone and 3 bet
fter than thee quare tme. Nine ou of ten populs songs had
“Blucs” n th L, o some connotaion o Chiresion, s overkll
pehps raching 4 pinnacle of some sor in 1925 wih “Whatcha
Callcm Bles” and “Charestonte” (The L offese was com-
mited, i s worth oting. by & youn min who would e wresome
of couny musi’s most enduring his and el found 3 Nashville
ynasy. Hisname wa Frod Rose) By the e Tocries the rsuling.
musical pollion, ot nlk the bckwash from Rk i he Sixes,
was cratng consderble_disafecion. even within he muscal
csblishment, smong composes. poblishes, and recoring com-
pusics. In 1926 Billhoard hd wishflly headined hat “Charesion
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xcimen ey cold hve o withot, Howson pic s wordof
po it e box ofc was t e e p o Sy ight Kel
Paced s gurds on ooty and, aid Bilbord, "y bty of
Ronc il ot ot wespors of e wrepaced s
e roposed pinof stk Only e Rodgerscemed o ny
0 b commion, making 3 <o of bl ot 32 revoher i
i up i oy o sudded Texs Rong e When
S gy Tt spes, o okingy et e Even e
Houstn rober i mar <acoEh 2t 0 angle with o Ranger -
iy one tht yodh”

nescontmed 10 hold, and Kel amosncd ncicsionf e
Moo mn "5 et e e morth of Tuawsry and sy
Ferry Alhough h'd becn cgaged il for oy one wek,
Jimmi Sayed o, Amaing wih b beadine strcion. The
o Texs Avo's Wid West st 4 o Marcl's "ol
Reves. 3 mikmuica il the aded immch of » recoring
i wich e e sl of member o 0 s kit

¢S became bvossthat e vas sayin with e show fo
eaons atber ey plying ot o . In iy e snd
Kol sl riios plans o, paterhip and ach n
Sy e campucy b bt e, by ek ot (o T 01
Norihuce nd vp ko Broch Courin, castwarshgh s o
New Yok, and hck 0 Texsfor he i stk e, According.
o Billosrd, e propoed 1w e wuld move o v S,
aking on- o i ight s, sing pays wilh o s
amonpre. i Rodgers mold cote i e s .
Desmon's New. York Roof Garen Revue sering 1t i
oy e Fuhc o i for iy wormes tces v
caorucly uiformed e bad o pars snd o onsrs
i fsrcing. s th e s, had e e

“he ambion venur had Ry bech aamounced xhen s of
bl sppere Despe Kel's oo of i n Housion“ st
et rough Janry.”he show puled u ke o Jnary 2 i
e o o S Antor, Ablc egos b e i
o e companyhad cioed i 3 bse of oy 1 03 el
et s cls et all o el En ot 1 e Ao,
Kellboked ek cnpgement sy Lolin.he senounced
e show v, pong ot sl it e Rodges.
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of Brstl, thity miles ot of Jobnson Cty. The Temeva Ranblers
consisted of twenty-one-year-ld Cloade Gras, who did e vocls
and layed the guiar; s broter, ack, 24, on mandolin and e
Jack Peee, 19, AL various times the act 1o incloded backiace
comedin Sokey Davi,  cosi of the Grant brother. Allof them
Cane rom musica backgronds ad,despite hi el youh.were
etoned peformers wih sl folloings i his hometow
ind he surounding v, Imprssed with i i Rodgers 04
hem he was on th radio in Adevill, implying somewhat more
prominence than he scualy had, and sggesed thy foin b e
"He 0 us to come. on over 1 ock him up and make .l f
money.” Claude Gran reclled * “Radia” hd, fo the Tenneva
Ramiers, the same mysic atacion tha t was exercising on ot
peformers, scaos the aton anis wee desering vaudeville and
e forms o nirsinment en mase (0 g0 “on the e At it
Rappencd, Noweve, the Ramblrs were booked up wih dances and
i schol sage shows orthe ime beng, and thus ad 0 declne
Rodges's offer. He gave them  hone nuber where e could be
resched and 100 them 1o call f they changed thee minds

Back in Advevile, Jimmie eamed U agan vith Ots Kuykendal
for_ broadass over WWNC, bt i was only 3 temporsy.
e s catchcan aangement which paid L, f anting. During
{hesc weeks ther oceumed some of he more momenous vents or
ahich the 1920 are rememered: Lindergh fiow 1o Pas, U,
Marines landed in China, the loing Misisipicaosd widespread
death and desrcton d the Hall Mill murder case was i the
hediocs. Bt Jimie Rodgers bd e e o ntional fs. He
was busy wilh he more i concern o ying o et his
Sruggling carer s perormer of hgh enicr 4 giin erious
ought focerain changes i i epertoie, mor sasious tha ver
1o form what he was ow beganig @ rfe (0 25 is “hilblly
o musicians ho cu lay my ind of S, and lay it e way |
“wan it played.” Pehaps with e Tennevs Rambers n ind. b told
(Camic tha “Td ke 10 find  coople of - Jokin sngle boys—not
00 highbrow . who'l be willg 10 work whatever date 1 can
ect—schoalouse, bam dunce, oad house, beerjoni—anything. Be
Tucky i we make our expenses for & while But hre’s what g
Folks everyubere are gein’ Kind of tied of all hs Black
Boton—Chareson-—jrs musie jonk "
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ailhouse Now and ot stacks of fn mall i il brosdestin
Houston neted seveny e phone callsand e telegams while he
e the i, el of which he was calld back it i the weck
o play a5 many requests s possbie.

v by e time KMAC insited it reolr S Rodgers
o, years e such saions 5 Aani's WSB hd ionersd i
proprmming oldime s sl i s sl i s ey, only
st beginning 0 fnd place in the ntive culure. s coming of 850
was o being hastend, of course, by te decline and disappeaince
foter enerinment fors. notably vadevile & windup phono-
raphs. Charing e impactof dioon couneymusic n hse eursof
cruil change. sad developrent beween 1930 and 1955, Bob
Coman b acurately mored how e brash young medivm of radi
became Americ'ssinle mos popular o ofeneriment, wih s
inimacy. s dreamlow, 5 knack of seting inside (e head "™ And
mach of what wa flein it the heds o couiy folk scos e
Tand came from Jimmic Rodgers. Largely becaise of o n general
and Rodgens n partclr, thee vere kg diferences between the
Couney i o 1929 and tha of 193, for, 33 Cotnan sieces,
i Rodges hd been singing "305—or ‘405, o "S0s—countsy
music since 1927 That Rodgers vas clearty ahed of s tme is
furhr bornecut by Bil Randi's extesive analyss of he coment of
i songs. Whie Randic tends 10 sgh he e ofbisck music
and radionsl ok souce i order 1o mphasize what he corretly
S 3¢ Rodgrs'ssonger e with e populr i o i oy,
e scurtely obsrses that “Rodgen” songs are for mre ‘moder
han-“o me”and represnt & ew sybess of counryand il
musicrer h e older, senimentl sy htpececded 1920
More 1 e oint s Cltman’s analysis o the fsionof many diparie
clerens which made Rodgess reconds and radho brosteasts the
Vanguard of the "new sound”

He i pioceed i bics i covny sning. Mo oo
i, s 30 pop combos 3 sckep b 30 e e
unbabed e of cotmprayposlr . Thogh by s s
e sve g comred o by o e, e it o i bt 15
Ir s, He Sesd el how (0 commmict s e,
et and o e it et i o, snd N .
Inaiting pemomsiy wod v e i 3 i sy o
Wit
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{hrough e mountains was harowing: th oldgent drove o aope
vl and nsisted on diecting i pasagers stendon 10 he
senerysong he way, ofn aking boh hands o e scering wheel
o geaurs st some ot of iireu hundreds of fet below the
recherous mountain road. “Like 1 scred that broder of e o
death.”Clude Grat eclled, “though | xpeet st ld an ke
road 3bout 33 well 30 we Knew our own bedroom. ">

Finaly thy reached Bilmare, a subr o Asbeville, where they
caugh  sreecar it te city and inquied for the addess Rdgers
o given e, the plce on Paton Avense that Carie described 83
Tl funishd cain,  rear-cotage beind  big sputmet bouse™
Although it was supposdly provided e in xchange for
Simmie's senvices 2 janor and furace-ender, if he worked 31
anyhin obe han ing o book ppearnces the Temnva Ramblers
had 0o Knowledge of it

Understandably, Caric was s than enihsisic abot he three
scruy and dishveled oy boys who sppessed t er oot it
moming. “His wie i’ scem a all plesse s u,” Clade Grat
id materoffcty. “She was a e sndoffh, o fendly. you
ko™ Alhough ltr she glossed ovr e even, rfering 0 he
Grant brohers and Pece impy—and snonymously—s " three
young masicans who . mde up the huribi hilblyork. ™ at he
Kime it semed st anther of Jimmie Rodgers'shrcrsied schres,
andone the family could scarcly ffrd. Neter se orJmmie had .
oll e ob. hey wer behind wth il all overtown,and s could
hanly foce e grocer each week. As i his it 1 <hild wern't
cnough esponsivilty, Jimmic had aken o the brden of thee
Sddional mouhs 1 fecd-—neve one 1o do hings hll way, he'd
uariied the Temea Ramblers oo and bord while tey were.
etin st But i he ke ready ca, e wer therresouees:.
i hd finds—knew peope.” s the saying weni—and was
aiways aie o nd someone he coud cal on. As Claude Gran
Cxpaned t, “He took s 0 & place down on the square there, he
Westemn Hoe: it wa up over  soreon e second o, s sovt
ke Jack Piere's mother s o s bodinghose i Brstol] And
e ook us i there and . he knew th man, you know. There was
oom and boad, o Jimie 1 i we was over hre 10 dosome.
Playing with i, 4nd 20 ahesand ot us upand ' stand g for
% oy and xbansied,te he musicans aic a big hch and
el o et
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aangement, or alhough he money invlved was nly inimal,
provided  regular owlet and valuable publcy 3 3 e when he
e watever help he coud et 1o mantain his populariy.

Rodges's nvolvement wi raio bosdcsin has receivd scan
o through the years. It may nevr be accrtely chonicld.
ivn e sporadic et of s radio work, which was rosdeast ot
he most part ver scondirysations i he deys whet logs were fled
hapharardl and st checks were are. Noncthels, o vas 3 il
adjunct to s ther profesioml ctiides. Secn from 4 historical
Sandpoin, the advntages were o motsl: ahile o provided
Rodgts with valuableexposue, s us o i those ormate yers
ofregionalan local brodeasting hlped e the dirctions sl
programning would take in the decades o Tollow:

Ahough Asbevile's WWNC had no 0 e ked o el ) scually
iven Rodges is s, o hd figured prominenly i s carer
Smost rom the begioing. In Washingion e had ot Tl i in
Ecing on WTFF, nd whic it was oe ofthe capial' smaller,weaker
Staons, 3 connection with i allowed Jmie o bil Ninsell 2 &
“National Radio Arit” and provided a spingboard 10 s st major
vaudeille bookings. Tourng the Loew et n 1928, he'd wangled
& broadcastor two in alimost every <ty slong the way. ploging his
sage sppesrnces and gamering pccial atention 1 the papers.
espcilly in A and Mermphis, where he s hard o0 WS 1nd
WAC especivel. Playing vih Pl Enlic in caly 1929, Rodgrs
B continoed the prctice n smalle o whers there wer s,
howing up at ll ot of primite sdiosand ofeing imprompts—
and usilly unpad—perfomances on the ir. Rdio appearances
ecame a egulr adunc 10 his RKCO lour that sucr, for he
Booking chain and s teser sponsord rgulry ehedld wekly
progams in most majr citis o publicic thei cument vasdevile
DS and headine peformers wee xpectd fobrodeast 3 ar of
heif routine chores. Some stage s, feling hat local rdho was
bench thm, considered his sk 1 b only an impostion 4nd
performed grudgingly. i t ll. Bt Jimmie rlnbed th opporuny.
S0 e s earddeiveringhis il yodels snd oy Jokes et
Such tatons a3 KVOO, Tuss: KOMA, Oklahoms Ciy: WBAP, Fort
Wor: WEAR, Dalas (whee the program was tomed “s reial” by
e et recond and radio sensaon”); KPRC, Houson; WBRC,
Biminghan; and KLRA, Lic Rock. I Fot Wordh be sang “n the
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Ryt 1 on the Wane?” and a similar verditwas ampounced by n0
s an cminence than rving Bertin, who wrte o Sam Hars imalmas.
the same words Jimmie Rodgers sed: “The old fcioned bllds
are becoming popu sgain. The public, | ik, e g of 7

sonp.

Bt if Rodgers was ucler oot what he et by “my kind of
UL any extended tcmpt 0 sor ou the pssibilies o (0 posit
some consstcnt paten of dselopmen oly reis s dirmmas.
ASpresen-dy county e sply o, popular iran.
men cegories are beredy il Albough convenint 1 cven
necssry thy are limscly of greser concer 0 the <rcs 400
Commentios who stand ousde them thanthey re 1 the composrs
and performers who shape and sustai hem. True,  geocraton or 50

illily” for what e entiy conscious anist e
“counry snd wester,” 4 fcenly espos empests hve aged ver
e Nashvlle Sound versus Keepi' 1t Couty. Bt i Rodger's e
such s an riid disiction did ot xist_skhoueh, onkcally,he
nvolunaily playeda primary o n hei evlaion. In sy ven,
hioaghout hs carer Jimmic Rodges would display eraic and
nprcicable(or whichon may red ") e The ssntia
motv behind his tyle and reprore, at any so-calld sage of
deveopment, was (e same one st has produced iy popule
eneraiers il it play in Peoria, o Pascagoula?

T Tac May,a month afe they had et i Rodgers in Jobson
iy, he Teaneva Ramblers fnished (e curent ting of bock-
ings st sqare dances nd school sudoriums. Thy remerbersd he
ganglig, el-akingex beakeman and calld im o Bristol 0 sce

s offer sl ek Roders ave them his Asheville sddress i
10 e to come s soan s they could. Nooe of he thce owned
& car but ey lked & find ino tsking them in i fer's
incien Reo Specdwagon.

"Sevn flat s snd tn hours It hey'd resched Ezsbehon,
scarcly ety miles away. At ocalcae ey lneraly sung for thee
Soper and pased th hat o crough money o oy s . (1 s
v outsso) By he time they oppe the Blue Ridge Mounains,
ol back whecls were runing on the rims. They parkd (e
‘Speedvagon and vaied for moming., when 4 old mountieet i o
Niodl T hugged long and icked themup. The reminder o h 1ip
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el may decide 10 play.” I the ey 1930's  sres of sl
ecords was relas by Harmony and s several dime store subsidiry
{abes such a Velvet Tone, Clrion, and Odeon, porsbly clding
Benny Goodman nd Tommy Dersey among the o musicuns who
reconded them. Many f these same sies were b sued by Okeh
o lessd masiers. Pusle tocords were o populr srosd:
Rolgen's comribution o the gee was eleased in Engand, [
and Austalia, Today the orgnal Vicor s i cxemely e 4nd
Sought ater by collectos

By the time “Rodgers Pusle Rcord” sppeaed in e Deceriber,
Jimmie hd alken st resolve ane of i ore presingprosens.
Biue Yodeler's Paradie s ot o fo sl and the famiy began
preparng 1o move 1o San Antoio, where e bought a comforble
uplx bungalo 1 the subur of Alamo Heighs Leaving Cartie 0
st o details o the move, Jimmie beaded for Houstan (0 i he
et e company ofSkete Kl nd His Gang 3 the “Aded Fesre”
or Christmas week

Lesic Kll, ik ot English and Colon! Swain, was a anilar
e i the et heste businss and, ke them s, 3 vetran show:
man who would ot sunive the Depression. As 3 Toby chacter
and knock sbowt comedian, h'd worked wih many shows over e
yeas: he had headed his own operstion since he carly Twentes,
When the company was Known 45 Skeeer Kell's Comedians and
Toured heara wound Kel's hometown o Sprinild, Mo, For
i the show played only Missour 4 bordera stes, bt Kell
radualy volvd a eguls rowte ht covered the South snd South-
et cntered a1 Homphil,Texas. where by 1928 h'd sabished
permanent winer headquaicr. 1 those palmy oy the company
i laye a5 many as 178 conscutive weeks, toring across six o
seven saes bt 48 the Depresson cosd i, Kell's rowe sdily
Shrank unil e Bl of is cngagemens were w3 few hndred
s of Hemphil I Jone. 1931, for the i time in his carer,
e b b foced to close the scason ey, sady obsevin tht
sines was “hopeless. Less than 4 week e fre dsaoyed the
company's pemanent qares and mach of s quipment

T sny oer buness. s0ch 3 disatr would hav een the sl
blow—bar ten Showmen were 3 markedly resent I, proudly
srvivin fres, bowdowns, and ssored ber s e aer
fime with bormowed tets, makeshit eenry 3 loyal performers
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Throughou the Twenis a tenuous but pofable allisnce exsed
betneen the two oganizations, with MeDenld doninating the local
scene and Hayes booking aseady steam of ot of own enagements
and recoriag s Hayeswas  socessol promete, bt he vas
les adeptat getingand Kcping good masicans o play te ates he
booked, proably because of i reptation for dihonesty nd 3 bad
temper Consequenly, e wasfrquenty frced f um o his fomer
emploer for peromnel. MeDomld respected Hayer's tint 3¢ 1
musicin ad was spparey willing 10 helpout,even 0 the extendof
ofering s own sevices on e .

(Cleay i s of amangemens o te pan of Hayesbrought he
roup 10 Victor's makeshil o, On i i shet of My Good
(Gal's Gone Biues.” Rodgers ot simpy “Accomp, Cliford Hapes
and Band § colored.” ot how he and the roup came o be pared
nkoown, bt Fred Cox speculus that the srangemet wis quie
imprompes; Rodgers pobably ovrheard the band whie thy were
eearing, was iriged by wha he heard, and asked them 10 do
e with i, 1 10 scems posble that e was amilar
with McDoald's Jug band—esenisly he same prsoanc—ss 4
st of beaing hee widely populac wekly program on WHAS
i Lowsvle”

Rodges's Iyrc shet for My Good Gal's Gone Blucs” offers
consderable nsght oo e process trough which h son evoived
‘Scribbed onone sideofthe page, i 4 hand cther than Jimmie’s, arc
it axd scrap of blesverse and andom s, Noe o e
5 very good. but enugh sr themaealy e 0t nshed song
10 how tht ey were the raw el from which Rodgersworke.
“Th opposie ki o the shet demomstes how e put h clents
ogelber, selcting  phrse hers, trnming one thee, and Gl
hem o 8 cohesine boss satcment that moves, i e simple
vere, rom the formlc lment fo 3 ot love 10 he optmitic
aniciption of “some igh gade Ioving” from a new mam." He
obvioualy ecorded from his very page,fos theshet also contins s
“imprompt” remasks between verses 4 o isrctions, such 5
Whle Bad ake Chourse r “Whoe Band. Talk s Al he
st verse b wot, “Play i, Boy, Play " exacly 3 it s spoken on
e st ke however, on h eleasd Take 3, he says “Blow i,
oy, low it

“The fct that Rdger reduced e Iyrcs 0 only thre bl tnzss
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‘hich probaby conriboted a5 much t0 e cancellion of the tour s
4 Jimmic's i,

Rodgers wa cerailynot well, bu i condiion made  Northern
our nadvisaie, G fte 1 siow the hectic pace of b bt
Sctivitis. On November 4 he'd ben well cacugh fo scnd Wil
Rogess fity-second birhday party i San Antoio, s shorly
frwand he el o Mercan and back 0 sind o maters latig
o Stelly's st Throughout the al and carly winter there were
epesed businessip o S Anoni. By Chrsma h s onstage
Sgain, prforming wih Leshe “Sketer Kel's rep show in o,
80 raking g plans fo 5 sping o

Will Rogerss bihday pary hd beena speil el S was
e of only el doen speca friends invid 10 prvate dier in
Roges's st at e Gunter Hotel 1 do't know it ey st sid
Caic, “—hil 1 supose—but Wil Roges. sent me his splendid
irthdy cake.” Jimme ook paticlr prid n Son Ao Egres
accoun o he event which efre o i s te “{amous Singe of
Conboy tongsand yle, o rlton to Wil, bt for long 3 cose:
frend. " Theyd me ony twice and had Anown each oter (o e
han e, but bth e men o whom frendshi, nce esabshe,
b 3 secil meaning. The newsaper had not Cxaggerid.

S’ esnion wilh Will Rogers was on o th fw beght spots
ofheperiod. As 1991 e 1 close, thre wee sl sorts of g
probems. n additon to the upheavals causcd by S’ awsut, o
rowing quandary had srien over what t o with Blue Yodeers
Parise, which hd proved sapensive t st 25 0 fr emoved
from o ceniers of Jimmic's operuions. His medial expencs
continsd to oun, 1 the very e when his inome had bogun 1o
Sulfer from the worsaing Deprsson. Hs reconds wre sl seling.
ik hoe of many other s, bot n il declingnambers A
ot il Rodgers refase that woukd hav S0k 500,000 copies
o yearscarier was ow Iacky 0 resch 0,000 pyingcustomers. By
e nd of the year the igure would drop to half ha

Abways there wasthe e concrn st overshadowed i others: e
sy deerioraing ste of Rodgerss healh. Hed long ago
acceptad hat i condiion was terminal; what boshered i s s
e roublin questionofhow lon he'd b il o sy on i fct
keep working. Despte al the. grand prosouncemets abot recod
oyalies and igh saariod personlsppersnces. money had o o
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paring of the ways soonafer Cotondat, fo, 3 Jimmie repord o
i A Dors, 1 qui the show man bcauss he wound (wooldn ]
et e Right.” Undlsnayed s being  hanred miles from b snd
entily o s own, the plcky hiee-ycar-old soon found 3 job in
West Bloton, 3 smll il town southwest of Bimingham. “Im
working a1 My Tugels” he wiote o Dora The Togge broers,
TCand I M., were talors, “Specilsts in Made10-Oner
Garments” snd proprietos of Toggle's Yelow Front Poograph
Gllry. The combination of ncdle and camers was & clver e,
ngeniously sppropre o an age fuscnsted vih the gadgets of
Redglng echnclogy and e iveations o “modemn siece " The
Gllry notony hd s bk busines in e o e —porrtre—
ot nabled the crpriin Tugale 1o advers - messrig ysen”
‘which was 0 sy he s, ighly sl “We ke 4 prerograph o
cach customer whichgives s th exctform and bl s 1 mre
0 e . immie it o i 3ttt "M [Tugle] s poying.
e S 3 day nd Bord, ad | ke my work * One can oy peclte
bt his businss efficency, but soially b was, 4 alway, 3 (st
woker: 1 have many fends et ad Sweet e il 10 1 cvery
own, i all i wanderings, hre would invarialy be 3 “Sweet lile
8 0" for Jimmie Rodgers.

Jus how o h styed in West Blocto i no known, bot it is
unikely hat b was thee more tun 3 few months. Dura wite
expresinghe concernfor his welfare and Jck of shooin (0 which
e woukd ey, with 8 machresssranc s b cold msier hthe
woukd eyt g o School f  can et "), Nor was Ao Rdgers
ablivious 1 he potetal hzards facing is younges on. Sometine
Bt smmer e “rtived i rom e Tugeles and brough i
back o M, probbly witha e 10 snding i bock 10 choo.
Howeve, da Rodges died in Ocove, and Aaton eted 10 he
heller kel i of 3 secion foreman on the MAD, (aking Jimmic
wilh i, By December thy were with the xta gang in Macon,
Nisisipi, nonh o Merkdia, wher,a immie o 0 Aun Do,
“Papa. i eaching me (0 e and sofxce ack.” Aaron had ague lans
o puting s son in school s Sukville “afer Xmas,” bt i
cam of them. i Rodgers'scarer 2 rlad an hd begon

11 b sice become something of 3 commongiace ha imic
Rodgers was st and foremont a riosder« proessions ke
ho hppened i show busines oly bcaus he was 10 0 ide
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“Call Me James”

“He was gl and Kind. b never spoke shot 10 me,” said Sl
Kelly some sy yars . He was s a5 swee s h coud b, bt
e simply never had any money. Every weck of our mriage | wrote

1o my fiber for money 10 pay the ent nd other bils

Sl Kelly has not worsed sbout payig e ren o a fong time.
o From hrchikdbood on s b scuble Misissipp coon (s -
has b 3 hard climb, with ample pain and anguish along the
way—two culy, filed mariges. the uninely death of 3 beloved
dughier, sundey olber tragedis and upheavals. Bu fom the
eganin Siclawas ambiious ad ough.an time has bt good 0
her. She reminices on the pat amid the ol opulence of &
rambling esae in  selec esdential ares of one of he Souhwest's
Targercites. The ling room, Bled with st objects snd & massive
customy made sofs. opens ono 3 grand tlcony oveooking 3 e
lied Inke. Beyond 1 visle the complex of spatnent tovers.
pocs, ad layrounds desgned and dvelopd by St and e hird
Rusband, an cminen achtct. Almost cighty. e i sl 8 seking
ure. an lega, ovely woman whose form and earing ar hat of
someon casly theny-fve years her junor.

A cghicenshe was an st eartreaker, swan ecked sty
il lck har, smoldering duk eyes. snd skin 35 pure 2 P
mable. Bt good looks vere not all Lowly born ke Jimmic
Rodgers—of kee rc ok, shapd by the . tumescen culre
of the i d stle South, she grew up 5. child of great will d 3
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e siadly increasing, kong with b consumpion of lcobol and
any othr pinkiler Tht migh o the sarng che tht now
ccompanied every breah. On one of thei tips o San Aot
Rodgers and John Fuman ook long youn Dick Furman, who 4
uck by i condiion 3 thy et Kemvlle “He was i o of
pin he it s ahing bt you could el Furman 4. e
looked deresed. and e was depresed. Butsong the way. e tok
somthing, 4nd he peked up Aght away. and saned Siging
Constat actiit was anotber way of dealing wih the discise. Dut
e s i’ behvio merly 1 despeae, chaotc Tght rom
abliion. One Kerile esident who knew Rodgers durng his st
oy here spoke of N, ot skindly. 55 spidlc s rgged
nin fom hle 1 hle That ment ws s 39, Phaps. s i
e

Among e new Rdgers ecods i te stres ta ll and wier
e some of th It fris of e previous ummer's Hollywood
ession, ncluding “Blo Yode] No 5 s “Mooalght snd Sies”
The st of e Lol sides were appearing also—Louking for o
New Mama” in Sepember and Jirme Rodgers Vit th Caer
Faniy” in October “What's 7" was reeased the st weck in
Decenber, and e tht e month Vicior sved "Lt Me Be Your
Side Track.” bcked with 3 studio gimmick which, a4 simple
curiosit, is pehaps of greaer et today. than when it Tt
ppeed. Th was “Rodger” Puie Resod,” contining, 00 one
ide egments of e previouly isud songs—*Blac Yodel
s Whisle Bloes.”snd “Everybods Docs It m Hwai'—which
e remasiered o in alernting rooves,spirling paralie 1o
each thr acrus the econ. The supposed “pale” i, with
e e leadin grooves on the . he lisener could ot
etrmine inadvance which soag wouldplay when the el was st
own. Simila contivances were heng widly ket by ober
Dhonograph companis n ancfort o oot ggin Degresion sl
The pusseecod deic el ad ben sroud for yean, however,
apparenly daingback o e days whe i inhe o, et s
et —ad duler. Victor b paricule fondace o the gmmick:
s carly a¢ 1915 the company'scatalog hd camied e eniled
“The Conundrum (Whst Wil Play Nex).” which was describd x5
“Fourshort slecton, vocal and msumenal, sny oo of which the
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e b mtter of growing sess i the Rodgershouschold. 1 s
ol hat they b ver been compleely sovent, but during the
it eady days when Jimmie was rdng bigh-—from the <pig of
1928 unl carly 1930-te cash flow had cared them song o
royalysacment o oyalty ttemen:, from one occasion) 1o our
ot next, mple chough for ther o il asume the G Sy
i the beginnin there'd been eady money for  down payment on
e Kemvile “mansion” and the seeingly endles sram of bi cars
. jewehy. fine clthes and fomir, ay gincrck that cught
{her iy, 1 1o menton he cost of Jimme's comant els—
always ft e, of course—and e pofesionalexpescs. Alr
Al i tose Whrwind days before 1 Cras, the whole country
had e buyig and spending 2 1 here wee o tmorrow. For
Simne Rodgen. of cous, that raonahation vt il oo neally
appropeste, and t rock b the are knowldge tht e might be
ey day was resson encugh forscterig cah cros the and
Bt now while the efects of the Depression were begioning 10 b
e, Bouschold expenss coniaved 10 moun, infted by e eer
ncressag cossof Jmmie' medical . In Cari'swords, “All e
money Jimie Roders coud possibly b in woud, i secc,
v e encugh Vet somewhat paradoxially 1 view of bt
Spendinin ntue and lflon disegrd foe movey maters, immic
W qich to express conce over th sution, o st cubcks,
and 0 edoubic his cfots 0 play every available toar o peronai
ppetance o kecpthe money coming . To some degree b behaior
ehecied his gemins concen for what migh hagpen to is fmly,
pecialyyouns Anis, one e was one. Beyond that, iven thesad
e of i helth and il e other dorments that plgued R, s
iing deteminaion t remai sctive durig thes st ycars <an b
xpaned ooy 15 the cxpression of his great courge and his
{ndoniabie il 0 say on bis fect.

“There i een o dsraic declne nhisconition thtFl e
e merly experienced 1 sicady downward spial 35 his dcise
progresed ino s sl sages. The effcs e arkly Vi,
Whitever weight Roders had ever caed was gon: shadows lined
s Tce and eyes and s skin had sssumed e st miky hoe
of someone sieady dead. So raveged was he by i time tht
Phoographs were rcly sken, Like the diese el oher cone
Guences were nsidious, gradul bt comlaive. The morpine doses
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sugget tht the o s ntnded s » showpiece o the band,
ind ey came through in ine syle, The somenhat unossal
insrumentaion, no el Fepresentativ o he e jo bands
worked the strets, is neverhless Singulrly sppoprate (0 the
amalamaton ofmasial forms and diions which ad ound  focus
in-the alnt of Jimmie Rodges: Ciord Hayers boesy country
i, the clea, sinle-sing ik of Cal S o guiar (rch of
theic work togeher reminds e of Django Reinhart and Stephae
Graopelly. and the Jaszy, mosning clarinet of Gearge Allen, &
bl f sometimes et misican
mmedialyater heyreconded My G Gal's Gone Bes” with
Rodges, thetc same.musiams reomed to the micrphone 1
accompany blck vocalst Ben Fergson on s umber eniled “Plesse
Do’ Holler, Mama” (Vi 23297 A comparson o the two ecrdings
suggests some rather sunling implcaions for those who wsh 1
b the ineresing, F ulimatly poinless, qusion o Jinic
Rodgers and “white lus” vers ~isck blocs * Abough he frcs
i, "My Good Ga's Gone. Blues” and “Plesse Doa't Holler,
Mana” are, msically peaking. practically ieotial, ot for ok
i ek for bresk—as el s o might ressonahly xpect of
ez usicians who, for whateer resons, were semping (0 epes s
iven perfomance withot score. Regardes o th conclaions o
Cores o druw,  must st b s htf ntin s proves i
Sty for he athetc hiues o, “My Good
ey does. O can onlypraze ove the fact
Pec (o i successor at Vicor,El Obersen) choseno o cease -
number unil two years aer the Bl Yodele' deah

1 gl s K o . e s, L 45029

a5 19551 "

s Con i, USA. p 90 Aot vos o, v
e e i e, iy, o5 8. . Vo 0
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business time atr time he would shake off the clfcts of o
paiculrysevresizue, i outofbed, puton s shos, 3 89
ok 10 work.

From Louisil e weo o Merdisn 1o st and iy 0 ecove some
o the cnergy that reconing sesions always daioed away. There he
Could loa 4. with his 0d budics, gah sbout what e calld the
aluade's fovorie subjects—whiskey, vomen, and back pay -
‘Nfer s ek or s he decided 10 1etum 0 Texas by way of Oklboma
10 visit i old fiend Pawnee Bill nd celebrae the Fourh of July. He
St off on of his noes to Bilhoard with news o i activiis,
motivated s much by the sple boyish il ofscin s same i
prin 5 by the esie fo professionl pblcy. Ho mentoned st
e wod be accompenied on the i 1o Oklahoma by his sty
vt and, ey, s Roders. ™ Whthe inenioal o o, it
ecmingly nncent il “maybe” was ign o e sicadly increing
Giancs betwcen them. Back in June. b menioned to Roy Hall,
imost 5 complte sranger, thot he and i wife wers pracicaly
Separted “He o e sid Hall ~ That ol gl don'sKnom what
€5 all abou” 1 4id't vant 0 gt it i i vasw't e of my
buines. But it was ety clee hey wern'tgeing long

By Tate summer hey wer back n Kenle, bat e sisyed
ony g enough 0 jin up it he s (aring ep show he could
i ad ake 1o he rod agin. It was, o alhings, Colonel Swan's
Oriina Show Company Whtever had passed between the two
men the previos ummer was forgoen o leas emporrly, while
Jimmiesnd the Colonel scrabbled togehr or any oo cash o in
he T himerands that fall.

i asacation st only 3 few wecks, though he coton
harves sesson I mid-Novenber Jmmie e 1o Kemile,
ansouncing, b had severa imes beore, 3 ocoming vaudeville
Lour an onc of the major e, Agan nohing came o . B
bounf's tory of the proposed tour camied the oeraton thit
Jimmie' bl whih has been out of Kimbo fo some tine, has
el improed nthe st eves wecks ™ That sems o ave becn
WL inking on e’ par. Accoding 10 Per, i sk
Conked ot and e del [with RK.O] was ever consmmatd. s
i Norter cis s we decded hat f h wen hough hos snow
toms, h'd ot die 30 we had 10 cal i f." By that It e,
howcns, vasdville W i 8 st of nin snywy. 8 creumERGe
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Going Down That Lonesome Tr

Sickness e the last years of Jimmie Rodges's e By 1930
—much eatler tan geneally recognized—his daly rowine 1 well
s lages professonal maters e Gominted by b s, -
andlessof b much b might ry 0 g i o preend thtall was
Dol A ot o slen comspircy volved betwcen him and those
around i s were underaken tous scheduld, and evn he
g’ activiie plansd to secommodae s nced for e and the
ways it posibiy ofcollps. H deaded e smosphere of
e scktoo, bt b of edication vavled cverywher wih .
and geting paivkling drugs o the road o consmed e and
preciou nergy. The dishes he e fom had 0 e boed—one esson
Bt he ncressingly peferd e newdangled “ourt ot o his
s otls—and pecations sk agant nfctng e Ans
‘Wheher e got out of bed in the momin ofen dependd on how
Severe the ightowesshad b, Most vexng of sl wee e oughing
el ad i i, lody st Threhad b hrdly 3 aysince
1524 when he'd b cntrely free of the fever o the . bilwing
o i s hngs, and by te tinehe went o Lowiwlle n e, 1931
e wac ot Gonstanly wracked by pan and lsbored brst
Even at Brisol, four yean beloce, he'd been ke than snyone
eslied. On at st bl 3 dosen ocasions e, he'd cllapacd or
Simply hd 0 give 04 g bed, wheering and rlingand Cusing
ll e way. Once o wic he chls nd spasns b been 50 b i
Caric snd thase atendin B flly expected N o e Yet every
atack secmed oy o make him more dtermined 0 igore the whole
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Pisno sccompaniment for “Gambiing Polka Dot Blues” and &
umber ecordd the fllowing day, “Wha's 1" was provided by
Ruth A Moore, st pianst s WLAP. Her casy. de.infonced
iyl bars some esemblatc 0 tha of Elie MeWilians, which
Comeone e descied 1 “church-house.rag"—secuse but e
iined. Miss More’s work s plesan cnough, bt probably rmore
rpoprse toWhats 0.3 lve ity i h visdewle e vhich
Wi composed by Jimmic’s S Aniomio al Jack Nevile, poibly
nder h e of  popelar Ben B tue o hat yer,“Who's
Your Livle Who-zis?” Nevile oiginally called it My Dog Faced

. .tk wih obviouly limied sppea. The subsitte which
Rodgers suppled, on the other haad, s almast 100 cryptc. A
poproricntd une coming n the middic of Rodgers' caee, 34 e
e i hilbilly mage s guberin foree, “What's 07" remains o
mior efon, of et largely 3 povely.

Most spesin ol he s Rodgersmade i Loisvlle was “My
(Good Gal's Gone Blue,”recordd at the il ssion with  goupof
blck musicans generally crdied s the Lowiville Jug Bad.
Prosely spesking. they were CiffrdHaex's Diieland Jg Blowen,
bt the two groups were 5o closely ientiied and e personnel 0
nerchangable tht i sems o mtice lte hat Rdgrs's icog
rphers, following Vico' fls, hav confusd them.

Earl McDonad's Oriinl Loisile Jog Band was somcting of
Joca instituon. with rigins datng bck t0 th catly yers of the
cetury. As cary 3 1913, when Chfford Hayes joned the groop 5
Rl plyer, i was alrady 4 familiar fxure a1 Churchil Downs
dring Derby Week. Wty horemen 1xd Dery parons bired he
roup forprivate paris 1 Louiwl’s posh hotl, and the
pertormees popelarty with the spoin crowd ed 1 cgagenments
New Vork just prior 10 ad dring World War . aabot e ime when
various whie masicanswere imporing “dixieand” up he MISssipi
River, commercalzin it and turning it ino 3 national fad. The
emeing phenorenon of jazz quickly cuught Cliffnd Hayes's
;s jug band istoran Fred Cox b obsersd, i ecame s
pirtion "o scieve musical succssfr beyond s ol of  country
e i ju " Iy sonrst o he popular 1nd conscietous
MeDonaid, however, Hayes wa  deviousso and offen st odds wi
s fllow mosicians. s reckless prvte e nd bbi of ockeing
more dhan bis shar o the band's pruceds soonIed 0 roule, 40
about 1919 be ft 0 form his own group, the Diiean Jog Blowers.
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ters, was most imprssd with Rodgers'scourage and high spris n
he fce of i adversty. “Even though e wa 3 sick fndvidual,”
(Calsle s, “he Knw how 10 lugh and ke some. He was 3 gt
0y: you woukd e loved him ke 3 brothr. We i1+

e and Ball retured the flloing Mondey 10 acompany
Jimmic o “Looking for & New Mima,” a rater comendona
yodeling blcs, bt one which i of some et bcaue of hee
resence and because it eares Rodgesplayng the sk, Carlle
0 Bl hd becn i forcnly tw sids, bt when ey nshed tht
fenaon Jimmie sa, “Everybody mec her a1 800 pm. We're
oing 10 Cuninghant'sfor spper” Conningham's was oe of the
Cit's e popular diingspt. s o s rog s “Eveybody
loved fog lga,” sid Carlle. “We all had 3 geat tme.”

“That e day Jomnie had recorded Raymond Hal's “Gambling
Pl Dox Blcs.” te popular withmany ater asts nd probably
bt known i he Bob Wil Tommy Duncan vrsion. Hall, ke Esc
MeWillams, was something of 3 simplic thymesier, g 1o
Syzed phrses . sercped. siuston, b cecaionlly he
reschd fr e upusial and caugh . “Gamblin polkado” posessed
riqe conmotaons o dic d dominosps, the desers o  eckof
cards, and ot imagery asocaed Wil gambling —<ven inclding.
petaps, the shin and te poerms favored by “spors” ke Jimmic
Rodgers. Morcover, Hal vascapaie of cying through vith 7.
fiting togeler s, wenchat lines o 3 unifed whole, 5
demonstted alo by “Southem Cannonbal” is ater composiion
‘hich Rodger ecoded n Lol Unike st trins commermo-
taed incounry son. the poor ld Southen Coanonball s pcc of
ok, whose defcts ot oty play hav wit the singer'sov e b
evenualy drive him sway fom ultoading aliogeer. Pebaps
nintcaonally. the ackneyed ansge (1 one oved 3 msiden. s
s i ad ll e otomof  reloder speding s honeyoon
e magic nands” only serves o eighien th comic e, Th st
Vs of “Souher Canponball” s 3 model o ompreson, delivering
o reersl ad the ulimte il despiteeverythin e raloader
can do, “the i efsed 10 rn.” and e hs o b maried n a1 old
boxcr. Th extent 1 which Rodgers wasinvolcd i foring these
I9ric o gt namative camot be dtemined,fo is workshets
e missing, Howeve, cvn the yodlng blues tht be recorded in
Lovisille v marked by consistnt temaic suctue, i conast 5
e iffue, random veres that characteaed care soch numbers.
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Boy” (1928) was bisanly millio-sele i that . Austin it gold
onlywith "My Blo Heavea” in 1927 (Ramon, e olowing yer,
Imay ave come o). Nt 10 be autdone by anyone, Ausin ar, n
he 1950',camed eime sules of over 90,000,000t e when
even Crosy's Known ol was ks han Dl that amoun. The sctsl
umber wis probably abou 10.000.000, roughy the same a5 for
Rodgers. The fct i hat ol shout 1930, sl of thes put tgether
had b outsold by Vernon Dalhat Cthe John Denver of old-ime
music,” says Bil vy cf the Country Masic Foundaon), whose
Hfeire sles ae conservatively esimated 3 75,000,000, Today, he
avrage Dalhart 75 o recond, in it condition, will €ech prhaps
S0 2 8 yad sl and he suvives in s only o very few
abicure LPs put topether by small specalty label. So. moch for
millonsellers

£ one it o ankin Rodgesacording 0 sisfiures,pckaps
s some comfotnPersoervation ht when o B Yodet
514 1,000,000 ecords i the artydays o i caee, i was csily he
cguivalentof 500,000 r o oday—but even hat cquaion shoukd
e handied with cre, considering the ninte varabes ht sund
e s daysnd ues. Similaly. Rodgers's supposd dclne mat.
s be seen in eive fens. Accoding 1o Freeman's fgures, by
w1932 sales had dopped blow 10,000 per relese, and the it &
Hems e cits sold e than 200, This s e some observers o
qesion the dta, o 1 shake theieheads mournuly ver the trgic
S of the o freat Bl Yodeker. They Iorge, however, tha by
1931, scarely 10.000,000 rcords were i by the enire recording
indusry. (1 gven year i the Twendes, the figure hod beca well
over 00,000/000.) Durin the Deesio, any record that s0d 5,000
Copis wasa smash Bt tere were prcious fw of tose. When
Rodgerssld 1,200 e was il n o most artsts wee lcky i e
recond scd it amou. I ny exent, s Cobe hs poined ou,
Rodgersssles igureeven i he exct s were knowr—vould
imatly Yave Tile bearing pon i st or N reptstion
Pethaps  bereindex woud b he number of tmes his records were
Tisened o and pssd from hand 1o and, howschold (0 houschold,
seneration (0 eneration. Todsy one rarly ids & Rodgers oiginl
0 5 o wom gy, sratched 4nd batred, pached nd poodly
Cheished. Those recods were. plyed.
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one of which be'd scceedd st thre st 0 is v
busnes, lso faiues; 3 couple of botered sringed nsrments,
umeros debs;and 4 disease that would vennaly kil him, long
core i ime. A ficnd summed it u: “Aboot sl be hd was the
othes on hi back, 3 varpedeck uiar, and that cough i s
Jungs " Pehapsbe il had e, o, ot it was arly te janty.
open optimism of i Youth Fo oo fong o he'd been Iin prok
of e I family axiom tat b was the lck seep. lazy hiless
eamer who would neve eslize any of i ancifl scemes. Try a5
e migh 0 maiai i happy-go-acky st and a ourad show of
confdence, it was with consderable apprhension ta, in Janiary.
1927, e resching sl anohr impase, he prepared (0 leve
Mendisn once more.

e Mkl g n e Pre . o, M Nk S P
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5 i

3 e i i A Bl Yo, 23 Sy, 1959,
5 0 D of Commr: St e v e s 525
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Ashevlle Times who sigoed imsell “Unce Wesle” wrote 10 the
paper egulary. vl s spprovl of simost everybing brosdeast
o WWNC (1 seems possible that he was an cmployee o oer
Inrested any). H espeially ke Lufond snd o Helion b
“Bass Lunsords mounain songs and the Helons' music keep
ctcin the fancy.” Unele Wesey wie i o of his mor exuberat
moods. I pea 0 base fans do spprecae han me-dos,” ('ve
e sening o them] since | was kneeHigh o3 cuck an 'y time
s and e Helons lay my thots £0bck o3 oy when wilh oot
open and i Jovenile restesnes  cenai 1 wished e coud row o
1o ke a basjo and sing ke od Eph Brown from e cabin p a1
Buanis Giory

“The Helons” prodominanly ok repric did ot ave
appelforJmmie Rodgers, however.He amanged 1 form et wit
s Kugkendall and cffr & progra of their ows, doing whe the
progrm log lised variously 35 “novly slectons” or “spcially
umber.” resumably these onsised modlyof sappy SAES 10 pop
unes of the day, lced with what pased for lght anier and clever
reparc. I he vidence o e efons—Pulnan Poers” nd the
aking econds wihthe Carers—is any dication, i s probibly
prty dismal S, b accepable by he sandards of hat e
Rodgers may also have ichuded cimenary vees of what st
became. bue yodels. He.and Kaykendall perfomed heis st
rodeas on Mondey. Apil 15, in he 30 0 10:00 5 time perid
(GOSH, who made a point of eviewing prctialy verytin id
over WWNC, someho coirivd o mss ,although be i ot
“The program on Monday vcning we undestan hus rought many
favorale comments ™ Rodgers and Kuykendal spesrd agsin on
Ape 28 and My . succesiv Thardays (rogram fog and publicty
sugeet that Mondays and Thursdays were comsideed WWNC's
“pime tme”), and Uncle Wesly. who had 4 good word for cvery.
one, offered i sccict sppraial: “Kuykendal and s panes

Meanwhie, on Apel 2426, the $20d Distict Rotry Clbs were
hoking thie amual convention in Johmson Cty, Tenpesce, some
ity e from Ashevile. Roderswent therehaping 0 gt o o o
e many nteraiment programs 1o be ffred drng he (- doy
meein. Pefoemees from Al over the regon were traced o e
Cven, amang them 3 roup from the Tenpese Viginia border ow
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comprsed of "Messrs. Joes, Jones, Barnes, and Harick, wih .
Foser Barns, Bartone Slois, Thencame “popla pisno s
by Anhar Wentge, and hiry minwis of “(olk songs” by Bascom
Lamar Lunsor, “The Minsel of the Appalachins sccompanying
et on the guiar. There were, naural, peechs by the mayor
and other digiais, ad he brondast ended af mdaigh with s
by the"WWNC Orchesr” nd cidntlsolo by M. Beth Robers,
soprano, Mr. George Hartick, and Horace Seeley, teor.

Rodges woukd e claim ht e “heiped pt WIWNC on th s
but spparently he oy performer who even remocly esenbled 3
ity tht evening v Lunsord,  Lwyer, teacher, 1 scholar of
ol musi. T Ashville Cisen ermed Lansonds spparsnce“a
ungue featare of the program - 4y Appalachian Mountain
Conbution, expected o brng mich 0 the progrum s u 35 cusiders.
e concemed, 14 wilpobably be o of e featuresof the venig.
from the standpoint o distant iseners.””

“The bk of the staton’ el programming was itended, 55 e
opening roadcas SugSEt. 10 projct an mage of deconum and
Sphisicaon, “culure” and reiement, “Diner music” by one or
anciber hotel rchesta was programmed esch vening; thee was 4
‘wekdy “Beter Masc Hour* Bill Tiden, vactonng i the s, was
Brought o 1 dicus the social lssres of tennis; and in Mach o
“Becthoven Week" was duiflly hserved. GOSH, tunin in b
staons sround the il admited hat e [k the "oy tocs
performed by Chuby Psker on Chicago's WLS. B the ol rusics
occaioally besrd on WWNC causd Nt commen,in wht vis
vy 8 puned cffor st objetivity, “Mounain music_—£00d, we
pae, fo thoke who ik . Franky, e ocs & ong iy with
550 we do ot peesume to critize o 0 e, Nevrteles,
Wil the mountunecrs 1nd olime. fddlrs offnded Stenr's
sensibilities 1 well they peoved popular with tners nd were beard
i ncreasing frequency. Bascom Lama Lunslod retumed for
Sveral Sunday progeams, nd o0 March 7 “Helion's OId Time Ssing
Band” made s find sppearace (ollowed, i is s 1o ok,
WilhBarione Solo by . DaleSena" a5, prhaps, 1o moliy s
iy liseners and sonhe the angish). The pesonnl of Helo's
roep wereno lsd, bu immie Rodges sy well hve been among
e i no s e, thn o one or mor of the ter ocasons
hen thy were alled back n the followig weks. A eadr of the
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i Texas™ is supeio; why it was el for reease unl 1937 whie
s coumerpan appeared it fou months of th sesion reins
o mysery.

Wilh the Mectin of the Stars s of e way,the Carcr depare
Jimmi et nforancbe four days, working it  wide spectru
of sccompaniments tht resuled in some of his more imeresing
rcontings. No_single sde from these sessions 1 pariculry
Ginguihed. yet Sl of them revesl Rodgers in s form.
consisently peodocing work of far grscr mert han might b
Cxpested of . performer in his condion.

A he Dl scsionsin o, 1920, thce of th s s e
ecorded had b conboy songs, i il oray ino the genre. As
thesetches withthe Cair Familyugges, he romanic connotaions
ofTexas were o is i agai; now, after an terval ofsmos w0
yeas sinc Yodelng Conoy.”“Land of My Boyhood Drcams.”1nd
T Ranged, v Roamed, i v Trovelled.” b retumed o the
it insom once mare, “When the Cacus I n Bloon” s one of
i ore saccesfol efforts at composin. ad i recerding of ht
Son, with e fine backing of I Crli n sice gt and Wiler
Bl on standad, was th st of thing tht would have & pervasive
mpact o th singing.contey schoo of cinem ten o te verp of
eruptngin Hollywood. To be sue, i i etz Westen-a e more
e, mare it thanoler, moreathne songs oftherange
But x5 pvotype, and 2 good one, “When the Cacts I in Bloony
compares avorably with simost o ofthe sagebesh serendes ke
cranked ot by celluloid wrangers atherd sround he od camplicon
Sound Sige 2.

Caisle and Ball wer jost breaking o show busioes at e e,
peforming 2 “The Lulby Lusker” over Lowiswll’s WLAP 1nd
WHAS and pcking up whateverctescneraiament work ey cold
i i the sra. S spparnty eard et rdio broadas and
sk Pec o gt oach with hem rough e agen, Ward Keih
Carie remembered he arduos condions in he stidio- " 45
e thepooe st o immie'shealt.“He coughed and st
up ot e s, eemedrthertredand ek 0 of he e
We'd go down and cu 2 couple of mases, might have 0 cut 4nd
oot e rooves anogeer, expcily n ho wesher. The we'd
ik T huc 10 i hoel and Carric would ot b in bed o 3
hour o s0, then we'd epest the acion” But Carisle, e many
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JIMMIE RODGERS
visits the ™

CARTER
family

Hear them sing to-
gether on one record

JIMMIE RODGERS and the CARTER FAMILY
RECORD NO. 23574

A great event . .. and a great record!

! Hear them

usic yolt want
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A ofhe s servec a s st o the Lt Johony Bond's
Recordings of Jimnie Rdgrs: An Annoatd Disography,polished
by o JEMF i 1975, Largly  synibess f rconngdes previously
avilabe, his ok s most valble for Bod'spersons g, st
down in hodgepodge but cngagng fshin, and for Norm Coben's
T0ck and ntive nroduction

“The fllowing discography of Rodgen's ecodigs atcmpts o
expand, coneet, andbring 0 1 dte l previons such complatos,
acknowiedging  indebednes o cach of e It generly conforms
o sandard dcogruphicl formt, ncorporting o o o Tnor
allraion suggesed by the spcil matre of Rodgers's reconding
Nisory. (An effort b been made, for cxample, o cmphasize the
paces and dates of reconding for asy reerace, and the elaiely
Sl number of sty makes posible he incusion o such
additionl informaton s rgnal ecas dtes and patins.) Entcs
ein withth mastr muber,sulfd by the ol nimbe o s
Bencath cach e, in pareness, i G rame of the compose o
composes,fllowe by hat of th origins copyight holer These
e detemind from il availabe nformation: gnealy omposees
rames e those shown an he orinal ecords, bt ot sy n the
Sam onder; copyrght dats s based on Vico' fles ad his do 1
always agre with oiher pubihed soures, such a Per's 1967
Memorial Foios. Speling and punctuaion hve been egulized
hroughout.

T the column following e tle-composer-copyright ey, casog
nambers e shown for ssch rlesed take, employing tndard el
bbrviaons s Ky o) Nurber i h st blck e domesc
78 i eeases: ndened mmedistely benathters are forcign T
Next below e domes LP nd EP sues. begiaing with o aburs
e of the il Cprimary") U.S. 12inch LP risue. Forcign LFs
and EPs, 55 Wit e T8, e agan ndenied bnesth. The rder
i s numibes e e remains constan roaghou, they e
amanged sphabetically sccrdig 10 the abbeviaions n the key
Cxcep fo the il iy in the fllowin ctegorics: US. 75 begin
ith th original reewse: US. LP and EP rssus begin wih the
imacy b, by e ad oreign P an EP reses b with he
Tapanese"compeie works” st Th final ccuma at the ght shows he
sl and paring of the ongiaal (Vi or Bb) relas
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he ity 3 ikely e fo s sl sspirtions. The rgion would
prove o beimmensely e ground (o arsts whose conrbutions o
e American music would o dey be it lrge. From within
o of 3 ew dor s emerged such figurs s the Carter Famly,
Skyland Scoty Wiscman, Dock Walh the Calhan brothers, e
Maines, Clarence Green, Clarence Ay, Bascom Lama Lunsod,
e Divons, Henry Whier and Kelly Harrel, he Sonerars, i
Scruge, and many aber. Al his bugeoning actviy srly i ot
50 unniced by Rodgers. who may have srady made his cqusnt
S with varus loal sicians

Tumed down by the raiioad, e quickly [l back on oter
esoarces. Jon Fllan's son, Jck,a frcnan with the Asheville Fie
Depariment, found Jimmie + bed . the rehouse of Engin Company
No. 2 and, e 0 Alert Fullis wod,lsned i money while he
ooked for work. Employmen s ot long in coming. Jimmie's
i and ol personaliy made i popule arund h frchouse,
Snd e qichly mad finds, moving el i he word of fremen,
cops. raloaders, and ounders fom all walks o Hfe. Through e
Fullis e became acquined Wi J. D. Brdgers, whose faber
owned a siingof i s00n Jimmie was  par e cabliver,
Pcking up a sl but egular slry tat cnble him 0 et 3 room
S0 mov ou ofthe frhouse. It o tued out hat Ashvile's e
e of deectives was Fred Joes, whom Jimmie had Known Some
Jeas calier when Jones was spcial sget o the Southem. Carie
“woukd ate write that Jonesgave Rodgers  jb s "ty detectve
ot fct he sinecore was comsidraby s than tht. Asane of e
many hangers-on around police headquarers, Jimie vas eployed
o e 1o e el s 3 50t of clevated erand by, deptzed
(ot ot )t seve papers, chauffar ignarics, and perform
s ouine - o Thse sk combind bty and.
cuily with evig a i, and the exra moncy mace it poscie for
Simmi 0 send for Carie axd A, Wi the el o the Brdgerses.
e fnagled 3 place for hem (0 ive by ofening his srvics 5
apatment house jaior i feum o e e cotage 3 the e o
e bding. But i th whik i e aneris were dirced oward
he cnterainment business, geting acquiied with loal musicins
and okin fo ways t make money with s sining nd layin. I
Tt accounts he would invarably overok he o s, cphasizing
nsiead His siggling career s 3 pesormer during those days
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afenoon. The Cares, especially AP.. speaiedly hod trouble
elivering e e according o stois tha lered o, ension s
S5 Rodgen grew tred and impatent from the long hours and many.
s

“Th fllowing day they al st down and managed 0 gt g
ol scrips more o s successully n  inle ke The twoses
‘hich sl ar suely the most curiou lems n thes reconding
carers, et o an ofether Rdgers o the Cartes wou b withot
Jimmic Rodgers Viie the CarerFamily” o “The Carr Faly nd
Jimie Rodger in Texas " Lame and il coneived 1 ey are, he
sides are o Ieast istorcally signifian.Lisncrs willng 0 muser a
it of simple chary toward them r reaid wih cngaging pefc
mances tht e fullsly eveling and charismatc 1 thele ey
nlseess.

T the it skit, sl rustic jokes abot revenuer and coo dogs
provide an xcuse or Saa and Maybelle fo render 3 e plessnt
e of "My Clinch Movntin Home” and “Litle Darling P of
Nine™ Jmic's cusy, offand manne i i song contst 10 the
siffnss of the Carers, who ar obiousy cliching thei it and
Sining at evry word, An atempe s made o ply up Jimmi's
Westrn image (You'r the Tt couboy weve s n o i)
Ami other imicss chichat, Rodgers s suiably impressd by the
imagiiry Vinpinia scenery (s plug for "My Clinch Mot Hone")
and ceeps te offer o a e squi”of mouna dev, puctatng
s cnlhciasm with the famous yodel andlugh. AL one ot even
AP, Sounds shost relaxed 3nd naura, deivering e supposed
punchin o3 ok, the point of which hs apparcly becn o with
e pusage of e They i foin in the i,  rusing chors of
minsirely's moldiet fig. “A Hot Time n the Od Town Toigh ™

“The Carer Family and Jimmie Rodges in Texs” i mre of the
same, i me wih the oesofhost and guess rvened. Agin he
Westom seting is crphasized wih  verse of “Yodelng Conboy.
sung by Jimmie for openes. The okes— oty concered with Texas
and Timmie’s ove fo s adoptd sae—sren't ruch feser, bt hey
tast makesense. Jmmic' fn sttenent st te Hlcs- 1 pess
Jou've got no busines with the bloc wlss you can sing e’
Cpparetly extempoized. fo it docs ot spger i te erip—eais
ity and effcively o i and Sars's s perormance of T
o Texas” On the whoe, “The Caner Faily 30 i Rodges
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As wilh 50 many other maters penaining 10 Jimmie Rodgers,
escrch it the ity of N recondings crignted withJim Evans,
Who i the late 1940 began to supply members of the Jimic
Rodges Sciety with . prnid compiltion of ll e Blue Yodeler's
orgina eondings. Sty speakin, tis was ot  discogrphy—the
i scarely existed ncouney s those days—but sy st ol
he songe 5 thy wee uired o e, aranged i order o eese,
it dates f recodings. Wik his aulton conaned 20 informa.
i concerning masier and take nuribers, places of reconding. or
sccompaniment, i provided 3 valable overview of Rodge's
ecording Bikory. t 8 e when any publshed formaton was e
nd caly 3 e of i rconés wee avalable 13 nw generaion of
cnbusias. | ca ecll poring onr e i v, lshing e s
of songs T never eard

“Th sppearance of Joh Edvar'sdetsied Rdgers discogrphy in
e Fll, 1955 e of erarionalDisophie ot only contiied
landmark n Rodgers sholarsbip but o becare n piation 180
 mode o country msic discoaphy ingenral. Whi the Evards
ok contind oceasor emor, omisons, 44 faly speculaton
(rtaly with egad 0 sesion personnc). i was h st ll i o
gemine nformation, including all forign and domestic rlese
umbers up o ha time. For more than 3 decade 4 remained the
efiniive Rodges discopaphy and s ull el 5 3 uide 10 the
P of rissues abrond

I the mid 1960, i comection with rescarch at RCA.for i
iserition on rad brosdeasting, Willam Randle compild 3
Rodges disography dietly. fom company fle, vih vahiable
amtations concrning sssio times, copyrgs, and levant infr-
o sumounding the reconing 3nd relsse of varous tkes
Warking independenty from the same sources, Rodaey McElea
asembled . Silr_but s comprebenaive dcogriphy which
appeaed in the Apel, 196, s of Counry News and Views.
Randics work hs ot been published bt copy s o it he Joh
Edvarts Memoral Foundaion, UCLA.

Pusis and Comber's Jinmie the Kul (1977 took msters 3 sep
furhr by Showing detaed ke information 2nd by ading nw data
inseeral aras. On occasion, however, hele disography s coiosly
a8 vaiance it th namative of the book, and cei imceurcics
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Away Out on the Mountain

Why Rodgers chose Asheile, Noth Crolin, s i destinton that
winer of 1927 remains somethingof 3 mystery. B ther couldhrdly
have becn a more g or peursque setin for what waited him
han ha g 14 mounain chy of meandrng seets and gothic
mansions and brllan ble skes steped - American lieary
raiion, background fo the st vl of Thomas Wotke 4 &
rsdence of Wilam Sidey Pore (0. Henry) Sl he i wesher
was some months avay;  chll ines an el eos the Lad o the.
Sk s immieclimbed down fro the i i the Aeville yrd
ry iy dawand made i Woy up h racks, caring s gt
30 5 smal, scffd vale st held it veryting he owned.
Supposedly h'd come bessuse h'd heard of  posubl Job wilh
e Souher Railay tere. In ight o e evens, however, her s
it to ittt he 100 the rumoe scricusly. o tht i othered
him mch when be lamed. very quicly. tht here was o job.
“Asheil ad ther simctons. The ceter of o eort s high o0&
pltan sumounded by the Blu Ridge and Great Smoky Mountais,
e city had g b popular with sfferen oflng discass becasse
of s lght mounin . I fact, Albr Fullam hd cater urged
Simmie togo there fo i hel; Follam had relstives i e cy.
ncluding an unce, John Fullam, who was 4 conductor on the
‘Ashvile Divison o the Southern He ssred Jimme ht s Fmly
‘woukd ok ou or N unil he could get establshed. Albough i s
ot documened, il seemsprobable that i hd aleay spnt
Sometime in Asbeville duin s trvels, and ta b was sercied o
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By carly 1927 cquipment was bing instle i hee sl rooms
hathad been bl 2 -pebouse sparment” o hecght story Flt
lton Buiking in dovatown Atheville A lcese had becn obtied
fromthe U, Deparimentof Commere assgning aleers WWNC
(Wonderul Weser Noth Crlina”). A dirctor for the o was
Hired, 04 the pablc found el subjced 0 baags of publicy
Wik th stud was being outited and cquipment tesed, e el
broadcast was eschdoled several s, i s of speculation
ahou programmin nd other mates tht ept the pablics fteret
piaved, An enhaiatc radio fn and weie o the Ashville Tines,
(G0 Shepher, wasapeinied the newspaper's Radio Eor,signing
Himself “Staton G 0. 1. GOSH avidly reored cachnew deelap-
men, coumelng ansious owners of rado st 1 b patet, and
suin them hat he it would b wortouhil: “Wory ot bt
abou the qulity of (WWNC's] programs. Rest ssurd hat this
Staon is goin to 4 maerally 0 Ashevile's epotaion 3  cty
ffom which ther comesony h vry best o sl ings.™ Inevicing
Mamging Diector” 1. Die Siens, he repored that while “s
surpiin amoun falen fhe vy ighst order was o hand, (b
staton i o tetion f “hogging h i but would st it s
roadeast e 0 ew hours sy and peogram oy thebest i s
aiable. "Th voic of the skyhnd'is i 0 b t e  voice:
of dgnty.” Shepherd wrot. Wit . Dale Stetz 3 he hee,tere
il b 10 cheap cavoring before he microphone.” Sz, form
usincs manager of the Southern Methodist Asembly and 3
selffacied banion, sy announced that he would “insist on
quility of wice and sbity 3t insrument befor allowing
pefomer o sppes on  WWNC progra.~ Morsoner, added GOSH,
Fer'l b very e if any wisceracking fom the anmouncing end
of the cqipment™

Fialy on Monday, February 21, the staion west on he i
roadcasting at 1180 ke with “power uffcint o cay overhe s
country. It was probably S00 wats  fw months it he poer was
incraied 101,000 wats, making it o0 of th four most powerul
taons i North Carlin. AL sy ate, h il brosdcastwas heard
T away 25 London, Oncaro, 4nd Woco, Txas (ad by at least o0
mountin moonshiner who e his coppce sl 5 an aicnna). The
naugurlprogram went o he i 70 - witha i concet
fom the George Vanderbil Hotl, followed by 3 male quanet
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AL FckwickCanden LP abums
ANL KA P bt
ANS KA it ages
Be Bl 78 o angls
AL RCA Canden 12 L auns
L RCA 17 LF srocfect abums
DN RCA S P 15 L7 o fo Nes M
DPL RCA Specil rodcs daoleeord 12 LP s, 50 by
B Eacraink 78 1 s o Vi1 8 i o Wockwerh
S (195233
ErRCA 45 s
ES  Enduogrd Spcis 12 s L7 b,
P RCA 12 “priay LP abums:
222" e o i Bl (iwed Avgos, 19%)
1640 Tran Wi Blc (lemed Decembe, 1981
2112 My Rough and Ry Wi (i Apil, 1960, .
erambersd ANLL- 2050
2213 i the Kid e Ny, 1961)
3531 Coumy M ll o Fome (sl iy, 1963
2634 The Shore bt Bl L of i Roders (s
Ny 1965 now reumbered AT 304)
2865 My T At Lo (el iy, 1560
LPMe 2453 s 3564 contn R s averibbed by
o R Ranh s |
LT RCA I L s
ISP RCA 12 LP et sbums
MW Mongorry Ward 75 en singes, e e o Vi B
AW N Wt Resets 17 LP st
S Suma 78 o Sngen, gt e o Vi s B s o
st o 1933 36
TE Ty Tues 78 e i, Shor v bdie e o i 1nd
B s (hpe-Laly, 1531
Vi Vit Tuking Mchine Compuny an (o el e 195) RCA
Vicor Recon
2000, 21000, 200,
200, 2100,
Vi et Rodger's oogal s on 7%
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Ashvil, “l manage o ke a living by eneraining, playing for
dances and ivig program,”he woud el reporters, bt s ard
eding ™ DIl 3nd unproabe though it s, his coure of
vt soomconsumed mos ofhis e, Claude Grant, who kncw b
i arly a5 Apel, sd, “He dd' have sny ther jobs (. He s
alays on he go. wyin 0 book shows.™

Wibin 3 mon or 0 o his amval in Asheville, Radgers ws
hanging out with groo of msician ht inclded Ots Kuykendl,
and the Heltonbrhrs, Emest, Osey, AL, and Hary. Alhough the
Heons, ke Keykendal, crmed e ving s pair, cuperer.
or plstires, they playd regulrty fo daces snd dher ol vens
in he e 30 R some Sight claim (0 proessionl siats. Emst
and ey Helon had cven “made reonds'—at kst o sides cach
for the dimesiore Brosdway label i 1924, 3nd one or two for
Okeh h Fllowing year—and Emest Hlion vould contnue (o scv
enl years to st his occopation 35 “musican.” That was cnough
o impress Rodgers.

A abou thissame time i nerest was ko o 0 two eves
at had captred the whol tow's fancy: te sppearance of Will
Ropes on Febraary 15 at the City Audioriom. an the fotcoming.
et of the city's e i siaion. Wil Rogers came, played to
apprciaive, sanding-room-only andiencs, and depurtd, but the
Cxtement ane local brodeasting coiued o bk Albough the
{niial mpact o radio had been Tl cross the o severalyers
cuir, hee smed 1 be o leup in the publics fascintion vith
Vokces out fthe i, supeshetrodyns il nclosed spakers, "dx”
ecepion, st suppresons, andcll leers. Now tht the novely of
{aning n ey Sationsfrom he b cites had abtd somevhal,
ad become a mater ofcvi ride o towns e size of Asheile 0
promese statons o this own.

Since Asheville was inthe cenerof  egon that e much f s
cconomy o tourism,the ciy thers wer epecily st 0 th rew
medium’suses 353 means of commercal promoion, made ven more
desiabe by rsing boom i localral cstte nd land specultion
uring the mid-Twente. The Asheille Chamber of Commere,
proesive and more Scive han most such heraks of civic
Booserim, formed 3 special Radio Commte 1o romoe he ub-
Jct, and uimately underook t bk and opecic e o s,
0 an il ot of some $35,000
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op. This i no  very wsful pie of deiiions. ™ Today, “biing
ok (and even platinum) is 0 commonplce 3 1 have ecome 3
Bore. In Rodgers's time he concpt scrcely exsed, and in an era
When sl ofeven 0,000 were xcesdigly are, the 1,000,000 ark
R el meaning. Applying i ow o compare prowar and postuar
reconing aists is shout 5 el a counting bugey whips verss
adior cape.

"Th socal and cultual fctors which set Rodges apar from 3
moderday phenomenn such s Eis Presey—the arst it whom
Rodgers Ioyuliss most ofen sy 1o rask im—ae 100 compl and
umerous 0 deal with adequtly hre. But o leamed aalsis s
necesary 1 undertand hat Prsky's carer drew i sl momen-
o youth clt which siply dKd notcxist in Rodgers’ day the
srowh of s populrity s asised by advanced promotions!
Techniques, lesion xposure, and a general esrgenc o h music
and phonograph industnes, 1 e of expanding population 1nd
ot disponableincome. Pesey's prematre eath may 3o
bscure the fact that his carer acally spanned mare than twenty
years in Conrst to Rodgess bif v and  falf.

Enienainerssuch a Fraak inatr ad Bing Croshy clealy cnoyed
e brodly based populrky thn did Rodger, bt agi, heie
cacers ot asted muchknger Crosby tjoyed ave alfcenury at
he 1. and while Al the OId Groaner's reconds sod well,  fow
Phencasal s on the order of “White Chrsts” sccoun for the
stronomical dimensions of his ifetimerecord saes. ldeed, o onc
syt suggested hat the recods Croshy made dring Rodgerss
ieime oukod the Bloe Yodele's, even hough sy began
reconting year caricr. Crosty' st mllon-sellr, “Sweet Leian,”
i ot appea i 1937, and s second—of all s, "Son Aok
Rose™—<ame ot n 1941)

Sinilar pespectives are necessary vea when Rodgers i een
excusively wilhin the comext of hi own time. I he d only o
millon selr i ht . n ore coud be ssid o such i
A Jlson and Gene Ausin.Jlson,despite s popularyonstage and
creen, was ever  conssen socess o recorts nd he Fortir,
‘When he eneranment world was cxpanding radically and s carer
ad aken b epris. Alhough b began reontng in 1911 4nd
made dozens of sides hroughout the Twcaties and Thiis, “Soany
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paymens) nd fo thervribis i eporting and acountin. i scms
niel reasonsble 1 esimate ht ks for the orginal Vieor 180
Bluchied reeases “eveualy” reached t least 700000

Frecman'sfguesfo 4 fthe 1 Montgomery Wardesessho
a1l of 31,000, n versg of 7,120, Bot aai, many of Rodge's
bt s are mising fiom he s, and the perod coverd by
e daia s ot known. A g of 1000000 would s 1 b s con.
semative cstimae for sl Mogomery Ward s, consiering
hei rlaine popularity and long catlop e, (A e 35 193,
Wands catlo sl caied 52 Rodges s The S0 reucs on
Elecradisk, Sunise, and Blochird (espcialy populsr 1n the
lae T and carly Fois) tgeter wih the RCA Victr 75
om albums in the carly Fifics, may caly accoun for anther
4000000

Clealy, the sbove figures are oly informed gueses, bot hey
represent i ffor 10 deermine Rodges's sl onSome lgical b
o the bt evidence avaiabe, howevr i and mdespate. Thse
clclations are lberal i some respecs. comervaive in othrs, bt
they sencralysupprt he igur f 012,000,000 ol of Rgers's
78 records, rginals and reisue, relesed in the United Sates
and on sl varously berween 1927 and the cay 1950's Foreign
ales, imposie o caleulsie,mightwel cqulor exceed i oot
Domesic EP. LP. and ape resucs are in the rane of 100,000
Each of the seven “primary” LPM (U.S) album rfsies has sold
etween 50000 ad 100,000 copie,fo a colective il i excessof
500,000, A ighh album, DPL 2,007, offered exclsivey by il
accouted for ssles of anche 10000 coies within ot of 15
eleas in 1976, nd fou b T risue” lburson sl sinc have
done proporionaiely well Albough the st o the 7 primary LS.
sppered over 20 years ago, all of the remin n RCA's caaog.
selling a3 sieady ra. Together with the 3 “rerissues” they
Consiut, cconding 10 RCA excuive, “oe o he gt nact
s of on-clascal reeases from that perd by an RCA ari

Finaly. one must noe he iy of ying 1 compare Rodgers's
s withthose of e arists—and, even mor prolemate, he
insgnifcance of numbers 55 4 measue of an AL’ audenc,
inflonce, o invisic merit. Norm Coben has comented o the
illsionary magic of the Gold Record: 1 e popular mnd, “s i
econd mesns 8 mllion sl e thn i, somerely. e 8
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cloths went sy when hy discoered hat he s hd een st
1o Galveston by miviake. The everrescrcetl Jmme “made the
ounds” ad came back with & couple of dollars and new pascs tht
woukd gt ther 1 Galveton, in scarch ofte ot Tggage a3 job
e b hed shout.

“They found e, but did manage o collet insuranee fom the
express company for what Carie joingly e 1 e “mising
aluabes." Widh tht sl sum Jimmic boughtickes t Meridia o
‘Camie and e Ant,and be persuaded i wie 1 ke the baby and
50 on wihout him. The separation was bif agai the Willamsons
Same o th rescu and wired Jimmi tha oney fo his fare,

A homebody by ature despite s rambling habis, Rodgers lvays
seemed to flourh in Meridin. As Camie ot i, “A few weeks &t
home, est, good meals, e jo ofscing agin is beloved Dad and
brothrs, 4nd of stlling aound sining and playing Wi bis pas,
160 wondersforthe wandein brakeman™* Bt it was no al rest.
Jimi Rodgers may hve been dilory snd erac. bt be is
mindiol of i responsbiles, and constaty agged by the general
hoion around fovn st b would never amoun 0 ain. Patint
and helpl 3 tey were, Caic's (raly coud hrdly ispise e
fcling tht She had maricd  lose, and that wore o i 0. As
S0 35 e was eling 0 o, e lookd for wrk aga,tok onany
o job. and hept 3 watchtl ey on the exa bostd down t the
ipcher' ofce—slhough he wasprobably comin (0 reslze it
e would never b physicaly bl o work the igh iron agai. For
some tim he Keptup the pretnse (whe he It fo Ashele, Norh
Carlin, 8 month o 0 e, was cstensibly s st load
o). b i the meatime he 6 vhatever e could o bring hone
ol Fox o few weeks he even fook cner 41d openied (on &
Shoesting) . fling ston i Fourh snd Frot Suets, undl an
enterprisng customer gased upand drove o without payig. aking
Wil i te bosivess's margi o operaing caplal

Tt ] of 1926, Jmnve Rodgers had pased his tweay it
bithday. “Pased” ocms appopre for it s doubiul that be
cerated. H was t 1 g whe mos men of v modest smbtion
and 4 T Ik ca expee 0 ave consldated  fw gains againt
e Rodgers hd he ambtion bu o uck, ad recous e 0 show
o i carty hes decadesof hard scrabling one e mariae
anothr e coukd and did walk away fom nytime 3 osen o 3 b,
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outine physicls became standard practc,tat was ot anuncomon.
occuneoce. Toberculoss s an insiious discase, charceristally
Gipaying only sight. vague symptoms in s carly suges and
prgresing at  highly vaid e, withlong periods of inactivily and
{imcgular cupions tht sl nrease i fequencyand severty.
any even, while Rodgers and othes sround b sy ave suspected
hat e had TB. carter, e clealy did ot face the ise il the
hemorhage made i unavidable. Cocernd at how long it wis aking.
i o recover from whathecontinved o cal° badcold, " e t s
elctanty sgrecd 0 ntr th tuberulonis ward of King's Davghies
Hosia,  chary nstitation o the northen outskins of Merdian

Afr & few weeks of st and progr i, he began o fcl et
‘Soon be was ewing he hospital wihou the doctor' permission 0
it i amily i o angouts around town, despie e fcthat
(Caie, oftn o great sacic, was vising b rgularly. “He was
supposd o say [ the hspial] o ix monts, b e just o't
tay pt. sid st Gldys Hunt. e s the s
e, you know.He tayed ot hee fo ashot whie, then be'd gt up
and ke 2 s and come downiown (o er pareis home] and g0
back, you Knov, withou the dactor”permison. They i ke
{hey ild him hed Juthave 10 sty pot f thy were goin 0 el i,
Sl Finaly, he was her for s while on e and whenhe et back
{hey'd aken swaythe becelhes, e shees and sl ad rleduphis
matres. They sad, W jos an' hav i, you'v e 8t 0 2y
el he e o ave, and we'veput p wih il we can. S
was . and he never 6 go ot 4 hospial agin, unl, you
Know, mayhe there nar e cad "

“Through it all Carme worked 3 3 vriely of patime jobs, in
abtiion ocring or Young Ania nd making he ong ip by sicar
and bus o t0 scc Jmmie everl imes 3 weck. As Chriimas
Spproached, she found 3 fulime. aibough temporary. job 5 &
Sl n 3 downtown department . immie,ou of e bospial
o, joblss ad with i o i hnds,agin resumed his usical
activies. nscadofplayng th banjoor mandoin whichhe d ivays
prfemed, be was tuming ncresingly 1o the guar. accoding o
Cari, i somehow “scemed 10 sut is mood bt than he other
insument. Slim Rovell, whom he'd met while woking with Billy
Temel, was back in town, and they teamed up with Jimmic's
ssterindaw, s MeWillams, 10 play for dances. A popula
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reconding. Thess sessions” ook place i 9 cies acus the county
inclding Brisl, Tennesse; Camden, New Jeney (an four occa.
ion): Adats (wice; New York (v sy Dlls (s tmes).
Hollywood; San Antonio: Lol and ossibly New Oreaas. The
following chroology may be et in chring e coume of
Rodger's recording carer
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Full, who Tt recalled thei it meting: “He ws siting on an
express [nggage] ruck,ad - srmning o gt b s drsied s
Siped cap and siped jacket, Which at ha tme was rdional
aioad men'swear. He d i, bow e  thosand e si
nd s package of Bull Durbam.” Like Ray Hal, Fllam sened the
common bonds between the, drawn by the open, casy Rodgrs
manner hat would e magntze testeroers 10 econd boyers. T
wan' Tong before we was wising o at cah other - and 1 sked
i was e goin south on th Queen Qe 4d Cesent”the
‘Southen Railway] and he s, yesh, he was I oft sick and was
oing bock,dead eading,and e wised off ot i cach tera had
2 prty good ime, and wound up in New Orieans, 3nd worked
{ogether for some time."

I the ey o 1925, with the Florda 1 boom in ol swin.
Fullum decded 10 head for Miami, where the Florda East Coss
Railrond was despera fo s crews. e, impeous 5 sy,
id, “Wel, | ik 1l stk ot 0d g0 vith ou.” Afe 3 e
‘weks o seady work o the Forida East Coast's Suthrn Division
between For Pare and Miai, Jimic sent for Care and Ani
Thy seed nto yet s of the chep fumished aparimens ht
bccame home wheoever they Jft Merdin.

For s tme, i scemed tha Jimmies theroloni had b arsed
He never ke bout . and Care found i ey (0 comvince el
hathe'd been “curd,” b hopes buoyed by e sy bioe skiesand
‘war acean breezesof the Floid pensla. But al 10 soon winker
armived tere, 10, and wilh i came e cold rains and pervasve
ampocss that revived the ominous e n Jmic's chest and the
Sin in is aleady burdend lngs

Later Carie would wrte hat “Jimmie worked sesdly fo the
Floda East Cosst Raioad for the beir par of a year.” but the
company's reconds indicte ht i employment hee st barly
e monhs rom September, 1925, unil Fhruary. 1926, 1 e
kel hat he st Cari nd Anita bock o Merdan st he st of
e year and then, afler quiting the raoad, esumed is amies
uring th sping 4 culy surner, thas accouning fo th betr
Parof a year ht he was away from Vieridan Rodgen' asons for
{eaving Flordaar o clar. bt they probably resuled from sver
factor: st vandclst,aggrvaed by  job tht was Ieading
mowhers and, fr more mmeditel, by the ecling hathe was urter
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Collected Works

The Rodgers reconded cancn, s s eesed domesially between
1927 and 1938 consists of 110 seprte and distint songsorinaly
denifed with Rodgers. plus the remaserd “Rodgen” Puzle
Recond” (4ol of 111 idn). OF thes, 108 wre e ot
iher nil relase, 9 s (4 ecurds) an the Vs “sral” abel
n 10 s (5 econds) on Blchid. The remsining 3 s ppesred
intilly on sepasie Blochind sses, parcd il e by e
Rodgers, Jsse Rodger, a4 the Monroe Brothrs. Thas 5 sing
s 78 pm rconds comprise “the complet wod " Al xeet the
Pusrle Record have been eisied a1 kst e on EP or LP
contings, and al remained n RCA' casog int the 1980 The
dediive refso, now i progrss and sl o Sping. 19925
from Bear Family Records (Germany). 1t contais everyhing excpt
the Pure Recod. pls he soundiack of “Tre Singing Brakeman’
and many outaes.

"To these may be added “Proibiion Has Done Me Wiong."
nisued and now presumed kst “Th Pullman Pores. cuenty
ciolted amoag collectons o (pe s an unaoraed LP; and 1
Imany a5 17 e ofquestonabeorgn, thought 10 have eenrecorded
prvaly or 35 4n experment n e st (¢ below),

Recording Sesions

0n 17 cccasions,fo perods raning from aday 10 sverl weeks,
Rodgers vl 0 3 pecifc kocation primarly for the purpae of
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the punkmugger. Theis was a losely stueured bt vy exlusive
brtherhood int which (b amiabe, cusy going Jimnic Rodgers wis
readly scceeed. Though these contacts he leamed of arious jobs
Wi vl hows, 4 0 sooner did e ge h s of o h b
was sosrd some feight i and beaded toward . Occasonlly the
iafomation paned o, bt more ofe than o e was et sranded
in some owtofthe-vay crososds or given trporiry work it the
Cookbouse 01 0 th GAmSS Srow 10 cam s way 10 fhe nEx sop.
When hecoulda manage cven ha,he el back on  garit which he
o, by i e, perected o rinor . Sined pd shaved and
dssed in bis bst—<ven on he roud and down on his luck, he
mamaind sppesancehe'd go o e eaest e where il
insruments were s0d, pick out 8 modertly expensive gutar, 4nd
emonstte i xperise with  soa or wo, charmin (b ower o
ek wih show bsiness sories and dropping Impresie hins sout
s "cent o ” Ten he'd casually arange o by he nstrumenton
e Next 10 was  pavnshop,and afer ha h o racks or
Highvay outof own. Latr, eling hrough many of these same
places afier he'd become a ar, h'd make ot oflooking up the
pecpe he'd aken and repayng them, albough he admited i he
misid  ew because ey wer o longr i business o he'd fogoten
b s Asthe sty go around, undreds o hoc shops al
ove he couty suddnly began dscovering and prowaly displeying
urs ht were " here by ol Jimmie Rodges.
“Through the spring and carly summer of 1925, b traveled with o
scufy e medicine show rough Teaesse, Kentchy. soubern
‘Ohi. nd Indiana, doin 1 “blly” in blsckfce o atrac iowds and
pusing ot Congo il iiments, and oter b remedies pedied by
e "Doc.” I midsummer he Jef 10 join what Caie desribed 35
“amahe st show, 3 tovety acacion making lrger o
Wilin wecks, accoring 1o what fmmie 113 her, he bought 30
ineres i the e operton, then e ok it ver il ad aded
an Hawaian show it camival—only 0o the whole T na
oo, the storms nd high winds h were he scourge of very
et shonan
Between forsys o show busness Jimmie etmed_home st
gl inervls, picking up whatever work he coud around the
i, Somewhere skong he wy., pssng oo oo of Merdan,
he b acquaiied with  Souhern Railroad nginesmamed At
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o i there cenain evidence hat the fgres forany given rlese
actally represntthe fnal compilation o that se. rsing orders.
if v, migh prodie & beter undestanding of Rodgerss

postion i the Induty. As 3 saring poin,

Caeultons, i an e o0 oftn t the erey of random speculion
ind emotoal guesswork

Frecman was bl lo compile spproxinat sales s for 25 of
Rodgess 49 original Victor rleases—fgurs whichrefct stcdy.
sometmesprecipiou declne i sles of those rcords s between
1929 and 1933, Th fit record for which  fure i availabl s Vi
V0014, “Waiing for s T Bl Yodel No_ 4 rlssed J8.29).
Whil s exat seling e i ot Known, he record ad dsppeared
from e catlog by 19365 et t 01 t et 365,000 capies. The st
ielesi shown by Frceman, Vi 23840, “0d Love LetersSome.
Wherebeow the Dixon Line” (s 0203, sppesred nly nhe
1934 and 1935 caulogsand apparentlysod a mere 1,200 Toal ssles
forthe 25 Victosshown by Freeman were 114600, an sverge of
about 46,000 per relese. Applied 0 all 57 rignal Vit and
Bluchind rlenes, this sverage would produce 3wl of only
2,622,00; bt lgh of he imporant oisions from the s an he
ektemely varble cconomic condions during thos year, ht s
bviouly ot  veryrelsle method of stimating e combind ol
Mising from Freeman's conpilations are Rodgery's s 9 records
(iclding theorginal Bl Yodel"and ot o the releses or 1929
and 193, al prsumed 0 be substaial sllers. Also mising ar all
reesses for the second Ral of 1992 and everybing relesed afer
ciober, 1933, ncudin al sides oignally rkssed on Blcbi

Rodger' relctes up 0 sbot 1930 e hovght o have sveraged st
et 350,000 cach. It s generlly sgred thit “Blue Yodel sone
“eventually” sold t east 1,010,000 copcs, and 3 coupleof e caly
fsaesprobbly came clse Hence the s 9 sues,inclding “Bluc
Yo (ll mising from Freeman's e, would casly sccoun fo
Sles f over ,000.000. Applyingthe verge v from Frcaan's
incompite fgres—roughly S0.000 per swe-t the remaiing 45
il eeases wouldicrase e figure [0 350w 6.500.000. 1 should
e stessed e his s il botom e, conservatvely calulted
from scun fgures. Allowing for the recond companics” standard
practc o deflaing sales figures n thei ldgers (o minimize royalty
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make o bresk up s, oo thss o e idin ach cutof car 5
tharied down the inclne. Thes o was 0 slow the peeing can 55
ey came toether t the boom, twising the fon beske wheels by
hand s far 45 thy coul, hen ighieing them down wth 3 heavy
Wooden bake i inseried bt the sokes for grese everse.
iy yea e, odime rimen thre remembered Jimmie 4 &
Iikesbl, appy-£0 ks sot, although hre was gnerl sgrenent
730 ikchman. e wasnt foo much" Accdens vere
commonplac:  swichman migh os an am o lg-—or fin his
ein n nstan 55 the. masive, rumbling fright cas cashed
{ogether, and ugeing a stubhom bike whees beneah the buming
sr sin was o wok for il man with bad hungs. Yet Jimmic
stuck 1 gamely,desie the aggincough and h low:grade fever
it would o slder within b every day for he s of is e

On some days e simply couldn't muser the enery (0 face the
‘work, when fever fared 1 the chils st him back 0 bd. Ech e
i ey was docked, and soon there wer wecks when he spet more
days in bed than on the job. Their nanca sivation tadly
ekeriosed. The ok Dodge vas s0ldfo money 1 e on, bt ht
was so0n gon, 1.

Lot Caie emphasizd th deteiraon of b husband's et
{his poit, suggestin (withotscualy ayin) hat i esponsble
for heieaving Tucson = But Jmie's musical spetons may also
have fgured i the move. He might hav set sk his professionl
plans, s sh beleved, bu t was oy ratrl tht be tured 1 s
s fo el from he hard work and deaded sickaes. Oktiers
e Southem Pacifc emembe him singing dets wih 4 switchman
amed Frguson during i “bean perods” (mealimes), and so0nhe
wasrying 10 augment is el pay by peforming i various ol
function. These began o ftrfer wih s ok on th SP's midnght
S and when b was sked 10 play a3 danceon the xcain beore
Tocson'sannul rode, he yaxd spernendent efsed 10 e im ot
work. Jmmie kept the engagement nywy. and sccoding 10 "0d
eads”around hyard, s wa he 1t anyof the swichmen eard
of him >

‘Whtever the cicunstances, Jimmie relzed hat hings weren
working out n Tocson, Someho e managed o i psis at gt
e to Texas. Suanded in Sun At they were down o hry
cons. Camics lan 1o get money for food by pavaing her wiir
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How many copies of Rodgers's records were so0? Pehaps o
et of i carer has b the subject of more comuvensy,
Cxugseaion. andgocsewark. Pulished spsculiton rnges. from
“or than v illonrcords” 03 Righ of 20000000 The actual
igre was smewhere comforably i the e o thes exiemes,
probably i the reof 12,000,000 reconds sd inte Unied Sses
g Rodgers's Ifetime and the cnuin 13 yeas o 0.

As wilh ober mttrs, much of the confusion originated Wik
Rodgers himsel. n arly 1929 he asered ot “Slcp, By, Skep”
had s0kd 2000,000 copes within 3 year of i reease, and by
December of that year he wascamin Lol sls of 1200000, on
e basis ofsome 14 ecords the i hesores Sveral of thes hd
ot een eleased and ths could no have conributed much o he
ol ence th ftdoren o 0 would hve o have sold more than
100,000 cach by that e i oder o reach e fgure clmed. Most
nformed ovsersers agree hat sch ks would have been e
anlel, in spte of Peer's casal assenion that“for 3 et hree or
fou yars, any Jimmie Rodgersrecord would be expected 10 el 3
millon eventaly.” Just how long “evenualy” migh be wis ok
xplined,andtis poins 03 cenal s n any discusio of rcord
e while many T and cormenttos ave becn anios 1 offr
some impresive ol s tstament o Rodgen'spoplariy, few bave
e willn to consder such il cors 35 seling raion ox
Catalog s .., th perod of e each ecod was avadlabl o sl
e degre Lo ‘whicn Vitor's budget lbeh may have afected
Sl Rodgery's royalt—incompetion with s premium ne.
and e widesprad cconomic Ructuations scus he e honcgriph
ndustey during the e Rodges was actve

I was long underiood tat 4l of Vico's flss pensiin 1o
Rodgens saes fgures wer kst n 8 warehous e, bt tr Brod
McCuen old e he'd invnted the sty ot of enbarasment whea
e discoere that mot of the information ha simply ecn thrown
away. Mor ecendy, howeve, some rdimentary i hve come 19
fight, largely hrough the dilgen cfons of David Freeman.”
Unfonunately, he basic problens remain. Not nly do Freeman's
gurs covr fewe than Rl of Rodgen' original elees, bt is
Soutees appsenly cay o clas indicton of e peredthey conr
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han ver from the word of enerainment. Fushermor, e wasthe
g esization (vhich he would never qute i, cven o
imsel) that e had o shaken i scknes

“This fime he rtumed not (o Merdisn but 1o Geiger, Alsbans
hre e catred into sl anoter crious and shor cd busiess
arngenen—s roadide cafe opertd in putoesip with an o
rend named W. C. Tyer. Tyer was alsc an amateor mosican:
apparenty hey though the cale would provide exposae fo their
il e, a wel ¢ for whevercoinary <kl ey posesed
Bt busines was slow, and the srangemen 4l ot fat. By lae
summer Jmmie was i Meridian, bis musical prosects dmme han
ever and the perssten pan i bis ungs growing more 4nd more
s eckon ve'd et head fo Arzona " was the most he'd
2. skhough bothhe and Carie Knew why.~Out Wes” b bee s
onginal destination when he left the NORNE the prvious year, and
cvery doctorwho had rated him and veryon he e who'dhadany
Cxperiece with “lunges” (old him st te oy hope e 3 high.
iy climae. And lots of res.

"1 know a fella in Tocson—" be_suid. Possibly it was an
scquintancefrom an el ek 10 the Wes, i the days when be'd
e careie hoomer brakerman, For the s e in 3 ong while
ey had e money. caeflly hoseded by Carie from Jimmie's
Floria aychecks. Afe i it wihthe home ks in Meridin,
hey bought thi sk car_—a sccondhand Dodge-loadd  vih
everyting thy owned, and st ou for Arzon. Jimie's dreams o
g an enlerainer were gain deferd. I (Ns] hooghts rned
onginly 0 the show-bosiness at (i e be did't menin i 0
me,” Camic s, “His st experence {wih i camival the previous
e had b aher dissirous, Anancially. And our e famly
ad, i scmed, 10 be tom apan or one esson o anale, (00 fen
5 things wee.

ihe cimate in Arions was wht i eeded, the work wast
As Caie e, “The Souher Pacific yards n Tocson e known 0
il cxpenenced o men s being abot (e ughes ot for &
brkemanin the Uned Stis.” Her termincogy i sighty
off—echnically. he was employed a5 3 switchman e than &
brakeman, working only in the lanyard—but it vas cssatlly he
same backbreaking, dangerous job. Bulion 3 s grade he Tucson
Jand requird 3 vertble crew of swichmen whe  cume tme 10
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ocation o many f tes exents was Lawderdle Spins,  esort s
orthest of Meridian, where n enclsed dance pavion atted
crowds from s srond

“Th Rodgers Roell- MeWilams o made vp in cothsism 304
vesailty whaever thy sy have lcked in polish. The usal
insrumentaion was Rel on e, Rodgerson bano or gur, and
Elic McWillms a the piano. Rozel, however, was & ourmeyman
maican who payed 3 variety of nsmments in sddion o e
Vilin-—fom time 0 time e servd ss Terel's“musica dsctor” n
charge of the cchest and specialy bands—and he and Jimmie
expermented wih the combintons hat ol 3 ssophone or
combone played by Rosel, wil Rodgers shermaing. smong the
guiar, barfo, 1nd mandolin, The de, o course, was (0 sound 35
much s possile ke the upbes,jrzy, “maders” grops they were
hearing on econds. The tnes were those that Tin Pan Al was

popelrzing scoss the couny: “Doo Wacka Doo,” “Who's Sory
Row?“TilSec You in My Dream,”“How Come You Do Me Like
You Do, “Jelous” and cber is of the day. Occasonlly they

mightplay a county walt o an ol seimenal vorte ke “Daddy's
Litle Gt or Any 1d Place 1 Can Hang My Hat I« Home Sweet
e 1 e i Spias auirs v oy
and modish, woulde sopistcies who scored anything
3 cion o s T pres ght e st o he o
homel rendeings of Fiddin’ John Casonsnd Henry Whiter, whose
reconds were begioing o cah on i some paty of th counry. bt
he boys n bagey punts and the il with bobbed i, even in
Misisippi, were doing the Charcson and practcing fushinable
cyncim st 0 he muic of the bies rage tht was sweeping the
tion. Th oldime st whs nsal,comy.and 100 marrowly regionl
10 i thei s, altough hey hd thin agains clbeating the
South in song. There was 3 long tadition of such Kisch 5 “My.
Mammy,” "Make My Cot Where the CotCotCotioa Grows
“Waiig or the Robert . Lee." “Rock -Bye You Haby 03 Dixe
Melody,” and half a dozen muscal ibots o the oo over exery
‘Southern st but it was icly Handled, thak you, by Nortern
composes and peroemers, and o haltaked ocals ned apply. Al
the same e, Rarly anyone coud escap the plinive—f coolly
commerial—sans of Vermon Dilbr's “Prisoner's Song T Wreck
of the O 97 (Vitr 19477, whic had gone n sl that ll and
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fory-si st 30 e of countrics sbrsd. Only rcenty. in
Liverpol, Engind. | met W Raiph “Hank” Water comuderd by
many 0 e e faber of Bsh couny msic” and 3 lyal discipe
of Rodaes, whom he creits it ing it mjor nfocace. 1 1kt
me & wonderfl story. WHGh 1 hink expeses the force of i
Rodgers’ continuing apea. acros time nd national boundarcs.

s tht ke o tour Hank and & couge of ther mcins
e pasing he ime i 3 small b 3 emote part of norhen
Wl The comversaon tumed 15 Rodgers. fo whom 4l of them
Cxprsed st admiaion. Bot 3 sometimes Rappens n Tomoam
icusions. reacon began 10 st in 04 A 3 few more pits.
someone alloned thit whie Radges was e, mayhe e s al
Tt gra. The otherschimed i ~Oh. « wa sashi’ and 3l tha.
but 5 raly wasnt 20 much- o would s, and the et woukd o
Sy was OK. bt ¢ i ot ' ther™ aother o

"An 0 Weshman st close by, pfin s pie ad kg it .
and finlly e could kep il longer. O, bloody g00d”he said.
s voce ey withsacasm. “Ah don' Know how far s rom here
ot plce Jimmie Rodgers was bom,snd % hcn dead o onr
iy blody ycars, but ere e ae st al 5 way,up in the il
of Wlew and e tlin about him. WhoTl be tlkin ahot ot
iy boody yeas™

Fialy, then. my gratiode 10 3l those, here and abrod, who ar
el Llking shoot Jimeie Rodges.
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reformatory. The riroder lkd it and skedfo  copy of te s
T ke sing hat 10 my o ga.”he sid. When hey prcd,a hour
orsoltr, e wike hisname and s on  crp ofpapr nd ave
it 10 Hall,saying. “Look me o fyou ever wrte any moe songs ke
ha.Get i touch i you ever e anyhing.” 1 s  casl gestue,
i ofthe radion o the road.Several years wouldpas efoe Hll
Seind bars sgan on e seience for whathe consderd  rigsed
Ghirge, woukd emember e rulroaders words snd what he'd writen
o the bck of  greasy waybil . C. Rogers, 5 The Bilbourd,
Clncinat, Obio.™
A he i, it hd ot semed unusul 10 Hll that et board
brakeman would use “The Bible of Show Businss” s 3 orvarding
adiress” “While we wer alkin.” Hall ecaled, “somebody 1 the
Spe there—one of s rulad bies—calledau, Sy, i, Sng
5 Around the Wote Tk When e nished, Hll complmented
i, sying, “You g  ood oic: why don'you o somehin with
el T ying,” he rlonde sud.1do e backfac now
and then, work o he e shows o vaudevill wherever | can et 1
Wilhot being precisely aware of i, Rodgers wat in st erving
i spreniceshup. Now icrasingly commied 0 beconin  pro-
fesions perfomer, he ook othr jobs oy when. necesy .
manded it and devoed mos o his ey 1o provin i 4 4nd
wandring wherever he chances of 5 show Dsiess Connection.
owever shaby or enuous, secmed most kel Inheproces e was
ot only calarging upon his arady considerble knowledg of the
Waysofthe work, but s making dorens of frinds i sl walks of
e who would e day nmber among i aunchest fns. Sone were
elaively promisetciizes i the towns e passed hough—polce
s, Judges, docors, busnessmen—but st were mercy the
“workingclss people for whor is masc would cventally hve 15
decpet and most aiding appeal. Among these were the many [ok
Comnected i some wayor sothr lh sl how bosiness—1ep
actos, musicans, med show “doctors.” caival werkers, nd v
bt legion of finerant poddiers who calld themives “pichmen,”
such colorul characters 13 Do Zip Hiblr, Mad Cody Fiemin,
Wadow Rollins, Sergeant Polo, Pens Pateron,the Candia Kid,
Sox Clak, AskMe Dodse, the Ragan Twins (iry and Madloe).
Paperman. Del, Sie Tom Rogers Doc El Vino (Lond Diet”).
Popalaion Chare, rofessor Mayheld, and Joe “Fine Ars”Hanks,
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was rapidly becoming one of the rconting industy’s allme
succescs, Lter Rodgers would take from the emerging “hilbilly”
{rend whatevr st i or s naurs, st 3¢ h i withother
sty nd reproirs. But n those arly days most of the il
ocont sruck im s crode and gy uielligii: b did o et
e <o much 3 simply ignoe them. Undosbiedly the prmitve
condiion unde which man o hen weereconted had something o
o it is judgmens. I any ven,he pad e aetion o he ks
of Fiddin Jon, Whiter 4nd Grayson, Blind George Reoeau, 1nd
e illily recordig pioners. Nor s it Hkely that he nosked 8
mal em slmost buicd 1 the botom of Blloards “Land 0"
Melody” page in January. 1925: R. 5. Be, of he Okeh Record
(Company, Ift on Satuday st week,fo Atlnta and New Oreans
here he will suprvise spcil ecordings (o th concen”

Wil chanceristc enihsasm. Rodges cnvisioned 1 grest fure
s Laderdle Springs. He moved Else MeWilams's butered old
erand piano out 1o the pailion 10 talked shou hiog sddionl
musicians. But with e cnse of winer weater, atendance dwindid.
and e o soombroke . Rzl et o sunnice places, ad immi's
tenion umed 1 oler mates s0 vyt Ei’s pino was
never retmcved

Refusing to aduit h seroushss of s sickess— stice e
‘woukd maitan o the very end—Rogers neverteles elzed tht his
days of raioadin in e heavy, homd i of the Souh were
numbered. With Tranmaster Tipton's et of recommendation i bis
pocket, b formlly endd bis scven-year,on gain-ftsgain ssoc
Tion it he New Orleans & Northeaster and, presumably. headed
st “eaking sch employment s h coukd] . Oncemre e s
rveing sone, for Caie had gon o work gai, i e 35 night
clrk at the pewstand in Meridian's passnger depo

10 wasatson it g i perod, ot i OKlhoma i,
lean, bt faced county by named Raymond Hall sk up &
Convenation with an iran riloade i peakasy on e skid o
ectionof Reno Avenue, dowr near the rulyads The riman was
pikin outrus on 4 sced ld s il the egularband ook o
brak,and Hal,who i “chordad some sded 3 ongor o with
him. Among th young OKie's compostions was a song called “Take
M Back Agsn.” which h'd wriden whle doing tin n the sate
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et and cnhusasm, and in my beball M. Rogers generocsly
enised the aid of Dr. Reba Collns, cursor o the Wil Rogers
Memeril. 1 am grafu for the opporiity 10 hark ther both,

Rodgerss e shet r n the pssssion of Jim Evas, 10 whon
il ans o the Blue Yodele are ndabed.Jm has done peshaps more
{han sy s individal o keep the Roders sty ale;for alowing
me 10 makecopiesof he i shcts and fo many years o Frindship
and encouragemen, | owe him more tha 1 i scknowledse here

"The e Jobnny Bond belped me gain acces 10 soures and
el | woukd otherwive Bave misd. e s o, e man who
loved his rofsson and udesood s historica consequenes: |
chrish His fndship and all tha | eamed from i,

b Pison probably has mors couiry music discogrsphy i b
e than most ofus have o paper. A paied and ndeftgale well of
information, Bb s read portions of e manuscrpt an gave sage
counsel. 1 hape someday o o anothr ode of e ecords with
‘ich 0 reward Him. Bl Ivey at the Cosaty Musc Foundation was
503 sotceofsupport and encoursgement, slong With Docg Gren,
Dinny Hatcher, 100 Kyle Young. Oers s Nashlle o whom o
indebid inclde Emest Tub, Chet Atkins, and cspeclly Brad
MCCuen,oneof he bt peope i he indusry. Brad sy i me
ino s busy schedule, and he conribuied matrally o he disog.
Taphy by suppying fls o th Rodgers reissues which he producsd

"The ubiquitous Chares Wolc was siways saible 10 shar hiv
sore of knowledge 4nd 10 end support, | reaure our many
commanicaions and the memory of my viss o Mirfeesboro.

Norm Cohen published un caly secton o s work it JEMF
Quareny. Onhr membersof the JEMF s wes i helpfuléuing
iny g here, cspecally Paty Hal o st he Amricin Associaion
for Stse 3nd Local Hisory.

Permission 0 quote fom the songs of Jimmie Rodgers was
scacrously extended by Pee Inerationl Corpration. | a0 wish
o thank ATV Masic Corporaon fo permisio o ot from Rogse
Bowlings “d Lik o Sleep 4 1 Gt Over You,”and B Hese
for permision 1 quote from “Tennessee Mama Blcs

Ancames ot of thanks 1y o fend Don Coten nd 0 others
who bre my whimsics, coveredmy i, and afered s nd comlot
o the way: John Biek, Hery Sesoms, Frd Goodwin, Koy
Dawson, Peer Hity, Chares Heam, b Hamblin, Ky Mefiid.
Herh Sco, and espeially Lary Grvard, riend s colsgse, who
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winer plins. He shrogged offthe illness and went back on the
NOANE that sumn, bt even i the sumny Southand the ominous
cough hung onand grew worse. I Seember, i noced lecks of
lood inon of his hadkerchics, 3 shot e e, i Vg
s e in g, Alabama, e sffered  serious hemarhage.
“The local doctor amouncd  dagooss, bt it really wasn't
necssry. I ha time and place, e symptoms of taberulsis were
o famila. Fordecades the disase had b e lsding cune of
death i the Unied Sttes between 1900 and 1925, T.5.climd aver
5 millon Americans During the yar when it was diagnosed in
Jimmie Rodgers.some 50,000 peope did o, t east i ht
many weeaficed  Jst s eveyone recopaized he symptors, ey
Knew a1 that there was 1 certain cur, and e sgrement shout
ot disase shold e resed. Aswith ther ftland myseroos
iments, suerers were confronied wih 3 pleliors of exrvagant
heais, crackpot home remedis, and miracle cures. Luckly the
Geigerphysician wa  prodent . He may hive ben ol sinple
country docor, but i prescripion was the aional dislaion of
revailing medical oinion on the suject: ol bod st 10,
possble removal o ighr e and 4 drir cimate. The st was
Cainendy sense and remains today vl pat of any ong ange
program frrecoveryfrom aherculoss, bt ¢ was snfortuntey slien
o Timmie Rodgers' ature the scond seemed quie aut of the
auestion s e e, akthough i would centally gt nsome o he
mor crocial moves in Rodgers's . (ioncall, medial sciene
ouk trprove tht e nd tmospher have o lfect whacner
o the disas. beyond some superical rlef of s symptoms )
simmie Rodgers reated 1 te doctor's apinions in o manner tat
scarely changed ovr the years 5 his diease progicssed toward s
ineviable consquence: be Simply igorsd the whole hing. Insising
0“1 be e i you'l st et me back home 10 Merdinl” be
s the doctorand prevaed spon i fmly o et i ot of
b A soom s e conviced Caic that b was b 10 el she
brough im o e s’ ouse and e 10 care for i here. But
Soon cven Jimme relzed ht he was serioaly il Alough o
<vidence has b ncovered 1o suppotthe secultion it he oy
have Known b had berelois sveral yers carier, U hemorrhage
el idicats ha the dicase was et el advanced by the
i it was diagnosed. In he days efor X.ray examinations 400
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Msic and Jazs, 1900-1950 (New Rochalle, .. Alingion Hoase
1970, which | ecomimend s  browser's delight o anyone mersied
in Tin Pan Alley and s impact on ou culure

Ofparamount vae (0 my work was the discovery, vough Avchic
Green, of wha | he Lbcld simply he Pcr Bogeson nerviews.
Thee constite more than fourtcen hours of tapd comverstions
beueen Ralph Per and Lilan Borgeson,recorded  Poer's home in
Hlywood betveen Janary and May. 1359, Lie i known of e
prjecs origin, bu it was spparendy undraken wilh e ies of
producing  sresof magarie ancls o 4 biogaphy of Per. The:
orinallapes. parially ranscibed. e ot he JEMF my s contin
complei copics and a fll script

O h i ofmy many ips 1o Merdian, L was raciously ecived
by Elsic McWiliams, 3 warm and dlghfl dy vho connboted
materilly 1o my rescarch i it arly stages. Olber members of hes
il in eridian s gave generously of (e e and knowledse
I Fort Worth I inerviewsd Annie Wiliamion Nelso and Midred
Willamon Pollad,clex and younges of Carie Rodgery's s
s Nelson helped e recosiruct imni'scarly days in Wasing.
on, 4 1 am epecaly graef o George 1 Midrd Pollad for
e elp and hospaly

Iy behalf, Arman eard iterviwed Jolisn R Ninde, . st
prio o M. Ninde's st n December, 1975, Bead o har i
Comsdeabe discopaphcal nowldse of Rodges ad e srsts,
asiance ha 1 acknowledge with pleasue

My dees 0 il Brunr and Benie s &, | hpe, my sfetion
a5 wel) r obvious. Bruner's s and dasghcr. v, Jimand Faye
Bruner, generculy allowed me. acces 10 Brune's e oriinl
recondings. Almostexeryone | met n Meridian wascoally oureous
nd el 1 sspecially want 10 hnk W. R. Swin of the AlLSis
Recond Shop, Jes Skelon, and th afcrs o h Jimmie Rodgers
Memoril Fethal

Armong e many e contibations, Judith McCuloh pot me in
{ouch wih Bill Butke. For ta e it o good otue | m ks
ndebiod 1o Jim i, who st found Berke,merviewed him, and
made i aps and s svailble o me. Lt M. Burkes brs my
{ntnions with god chesr. ptenly srswered my. many qestion,
and comibuted I he proces  verble srchive of Rodgersrelted
maeril 35 cied in the notes 1o Chaptr 11

My query 1o Wil Roger, .. was answered immedioly wih
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regulrsctng chore. A sl st such s i, howeverpopl
nay have boen iy was 8 dispensble par of the show, 4nd
i, who did nt doublc and wh ofered 3 vry led reperoe.
was so0n hard prsd o cam i ecp. He'd been towting withTerel
o e more tham expenies anyway

Summoned home by the baby'sdesth, he rode  borcarou o New.
Ocans and aived back i Merian without 3 cet 10 oy fo the
foera. Camie's amily was hrdly beter off, b once again they
cume 1 the rescue, each oe geneously contribuing whathe coul
“Th bural plo was provided by Mose and Gladys Hun, who some
years efore had made down payments n sevral incspensive los
ovkde th city, in 3 smal sub hown 4 Boaia. There,scarely
il years Latr, he body f Jimmic Rodgers would be aid
o e, beside hat of his nft duughicr,

Th by et ke the et of 3 skt for Rdgrs. For
l the conrivd patho. and melodcama of her accoun, Caric
prbibly spok rly whensh clld i o “lck ho tat] came car
Cring bie]duanes sit foreer Togeter ey shird he ks
o i chid, bt it was i’ peivase burdn that his st aiempt
i prfesionl show bisiness, off o s0ch 3 promisin s, bad
drbled away and fnally come 1 naling. Broke, ou of work. 4nd
e tan ever fom his dream of “showing ‘. b sffred 51
puienly as e could, esuming b ounds o s o fla angouts,
{aking what comfot he cold from he fellowsip and the s i
semed 10 arse sponancously around the caes, posrooms, and il
hop. Occasionally he would be nvitd 0 bring his baro o guar
ong 1 some club uncheon or carue and 8 e e, or o ot
Togeter a sl combo o play fo 3 danc o oter socal unction. But
the money was hrdly enough 0 pay expenses, e loe dent e pilc
of debis that s sty ccumulating. From tme o e i e
‘woukd g0 up o the et bosrd again, and e would be bck on the
igh iron fo  while 25 boomer bakeman,

Fialy. leaving Caie and e Anita bhind n Merdian, he
worked his way west hat wintr,trough Texa and New Mexkco o
Aizon, Uish, and Colorad, foing from calbord 1o calbard,
iding any e that beckoned. Afler seversl months of his el
kel exstence, e came ome ga, nursing o bod old and acking
cough tht hd deloped a5 he rode i e i sow aio boncars
Ahich claered rough the s and seros the windswept
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e hedusy Alsbama oods.” 404 H. 0. Grvel, whobelped e
locue the deils of Rodges's Masonic afflisions. A subsatal
porion o my wok was made possble by rans from he Research
Funding Conmiti 4nd the Collge of Humaniies of Soubesst
Missour Sute Universy, which also povided oter sppont. The
st of Kent Libeay. xpcially Al Nowse and Linds Dckwarth,
wee lvays belpul n ocaing mateals fom s and fr,Dr. Jack
“Thompson of the University Compuer Centerdevsd ngenous ways
of keeing 0 wit the muss o discograpiclinformation ax] enbied
ime 10 present i s il form. AL crcial moments, Bob Cox and
Bety Black copied phtos snd processd gaphic

Altbough I must sae it o ity my gratac o the lowing
peopl s o les heariel. Thanks go also o M ool H, Alright.
Ca Biggers, Mr.and s Bill Bovd, Jim Boyd, Fred Cox, Cap
Duncan, Jock Dunigan, Carl Echol, Jr.. David Freeman, Dick
Fuman, Ed Goodman, i Hadield Ken Harrison, Dr. Bob Healy,
Hanvey Hech, Fred Hocptace, Ellen Frser Kiker, Leo Lerche.
Spence Lyon, R. F. “Peg” Meer, Julsn K. Nide, ., John L.
Pl Willam Rande., Toay Russell Bian Rust, Clewn Sader,
Boyd Sete, Paline Siver Mir and M. . Roy Siover, Les il
Taylor, Camel T. “Tony" Thomas, Dik P. Vogel, T. C. Walker
Maryheth Whie, nd liary Your.

Vilusble rescarch assistae came for Cyhia Ame Bren,
‘Whos et i the prjet 4nd contibuions 0 i were bove and
Beyond the alof duty. My thanks s o Cindy e Debie B,
and D Morgan,who st virous s help il he manascrp

began with  gance f the e a2 progres ofthe . One ofhe
more. rcent 4nd vl developments o that 41 s the Musk in
American Life seses of the Univerity of o Prss,  souce of
owledge and nspiration o all o are ivolvd with s spctof
our cuural rots. | count i 4 boor b nclded e s, and
am proader il o the opportunty o know and woekwith Richard L.
Wenworh snd his e sl Jdith MeCulo gave soppont and
encouragement o the project st from s icepton, ong hfore
e B anyreason 10 bl i when it was dose, Ann Lowry Weie
warked her consideable magie 35 an edio and saw 1o i tht my.
manascriptevenually s34 What | mea 0 52y, No book vasever
beter hands

T th e sincethe oiginleiion of i bok s puishd i
19791 e heard from rsder—all avid i Rodgrs rs—in
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execuives whoe et in raloding exend beyond maters of
Cveryday commerce. Clearly aken with his bpi, RovertW- 0'Brer
of Minois Cenral GuIf sppled valaable nfornation abou the
lincs Cnial 0d the Gulf, Mobile & O (sccesors 0 the MAOY,
Willam F. Geeln of the Souher Raiway perforned 5 smilar
srvce i gecrouly nswering my quesions bout e Suthern. he
NOKNE, and the VSAP. a well 8 providing excets fon ralway
opestin e 45 ofcr sl detie. A special e of gt
e M. My levande of the Floida Eat Coast Riload, who, a1
fome cxpene of time and troole, ety trced Rogens
Ermploymnt recorts there

Once he Hollywood pcar books ar remoned, show businss is:
St (0.3 similar Vo The inetcenh century is amply ecorded,
but, ke 30 many oler aspecs o our ece Nistory, accouns of
grsetoos enertioment e lagely in the hands of wordipto
raeurs ad Gariss o the my oy yearvin he-sidsbow school. A
ough beganing, ot lest fo 1t eperie, has been made with
Willam L Souts Theate ina Tes (Bowling Gren, Oho: Fpular
Prss 1972) ad e C. Mickel, Fsligts o he Prarie (3. Clow,
Minn': North Suar Press. 1970). but the subect deseres more
{horough wewment. Roker: C. Toll's ey 4 well-weien On wih
he Show (New York Oxford University Prss, 1976)ofes & brosd
overview of the naioal scne. For my purposcs | hve reied rgly
on local pewspapers nd the sade Jourals o the ay. espcilly
Bilboard. Nevspapes sccounts f Redgess sppearncs i3 Okla-
homa were raced for me by M. Mary Moran of the Oklaboma
Historicl Society. and by Elwyn sacs o the Wil Kogers Memoral
Commision In Texs | owe il bt o th poblc brrcs i San
Antonio nd Kerile, and to Mickey Parc, wbo helped e locste
el of Rodserss sppeaance i O'Donae

For cler vial nformation conceming he Tereland Swan shovws
nth heyday ofent e, am ndebied o A Lindher of TempleCoty.
Califoria. Lindirs, 3n sfumas of Chas-Liter, Josts R
and othr prominentfep companies i the Twentes and Thiics, 150
workd in radio and ecording 1 Wide-angng irests i how
usinese and th workla s have opened many venues for me
e st hinyyears of ou rcndsbi. Laog g0 Al quely cdured
oty boy's ave bosst that i Rodger s the best guiar
layer here ver " For many such cts o v and generosy, e
Chree the daenton of i book
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Terel e  novce when he s one. The e polie trm for
towner who thought b coud do bt than the proesionls was
“appc-oocker.” But something shout the young felow's gl
manner sppesed o el “Tha 507" he s “Who've you
e wih?

“On, had my own show fr 8 while. Played around New Orkeans
with some fellas. Trouped al over, bere and there”

“Terell smied, “What sort of work you do7"

Ml sct, oty Py the bojo, gt some. Do blcs onthe
guir and b yoieling.”

“No, 1 mean what's you regula job?”

i Sory s throagh, i e e i, “Well | ioad o
e NOANE, bt we heen id off 4 few weeks, 4 | thought—"

You tive here in Merdan”

Sho enough.

S, dont never sy 1 break i in you home owa, whre thy
Koo you. Ty 1z You o deth,even i you'e g But e was
impresscd wih Jimmic Rodgers's b conpdence, and igued by
Somehing (i young man had ssid. "y, Whas ‘bl yodlng.-
anyway? | dot hink v heard of that.

5 itk someting| becn working on, Lemme ty er out

(el you what. P sy s the devil igh oo geting
eady for oight's how. 474 e g 3 doven i o my mind. Bt
1 Yol come around et week., T ke a Tisen”

I Terell' hoel o e doys tr, imie srck o fw okt
veudevill tandandeHot Time o th Old Town,” “The Daring
Young Man on the Fiying Trapere.” and b sundhy, “Bill
Byl don 12 banf accompaniment disingished mosly by
it enhaiasm, Terell wat ot partclarly impresed unil Rodges
began t nondie round on he uir, ghiy crooning b and pices
ofthe Hlocs hed picked up fom e gandy dancers, spike-dier,
pores, and rosabouts. The guar work s o more polced han
i anjo picking. bt somchow he usd the insiument eflecively.
simost & natrl extcsion of the s and of the yode, ot ook
moumil and sprely. that puntusted coch vese.

When b had fnshed, Temel said, “Well, son, you've got
something difeer, tha o e, Tell you wha, We'r omping 0
Hatieshu s weckend,and i yo wani 0 g0long, wel,we Il .
o0 youtcown there.” Thers was ook of salary o ven i
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of e, my aped neriews withthe Harveys, and eed eld e
e in my possession

“Anoter gracious Lady, Mrs. Par Boneman Hari o Pi Speings,
hared memoris of e cousinJimmie'sboyhood and hlped me son
oot nd. wentify he many Bosemans in his . Tape of our
ineriews (ay 22,1975, ad May 29, 1976) ad s comespondence
e st in my s

“The sulf of the Merdian Public Libay provided vlusbe
wsisance in esearcing Rodger's arly yeas and he history of
Merdin. 1 am pariclurly indebed o Randl W- Ockey. assistan
irscto,and 1o M. Mary S, who gided me 0 specil sources i
e lirary's Misissipp Collecion, where, among. aber s, |
found e copy of the Reverend Jocph Baseman's grcalogy of
Rodger's mtemal ancesos (Skeches of the Boceran Family:
Mendisn: Mercry Publishing Co-. 1885 Infomation concering
Asron Rodgers's omily s baind {om the Noional Archives in
Washingon and from the Alahama Deparment of Archives and
History in Montgomery: he conibotions of Milo B. Howard, Jr..
divectoe, s grteuly acknowledged.

Any Sty of Rodgers cary yeas reqirs some Knowledge of
rilroading and show business i the Soulh during tht er. Fow
subjcs have ben s eapely and thoroughly studied 2 American
riloads housands of pages document e e of major lns e
omanic days o westward expansion, and cofe ables overlow with
slossy nosalgia bemoaning the 155 of Pullman oy slon. e
Entrn Seaboard. Butone ook n vai or 8 rlsle suveyof hocal
rilroadin in the Souh ar the turn of he century, when Jimmie
Rodgers was a novice on he high iron. One souce, valuble 1
background bot of liied we 1o me becaute o s chronlogial
scope i on F. Stover, The Rallroads o the Sow, 1865.1900
(Chapel Hil:Uiverity of Noth o Pres, 1955). Alo et
was H. Sufford Bryant. Jr., Th Geoian Locomarive (New York:
‘Weuhervane Books, 1952) Bt Knowedge of oues and divson
poins, i makep,ln merges, wages, and schedues— s of
e aioader’s daly fo on the NORNE, he Mo Rod, or even
he mighty Souher i Rodgerss time—can be had only n bits4nd
plece. from occsionl aricle s abscure, specalied s,
e intances, from knowdgeable ad sympathet souree o he
Fioads themscivs. In this respect 1 was foraate 1 disconr w0
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owners were ofen more famaus tha thie s pefomers—sone.
Hke Nl Scutfcr, J. Doug Morgan, and Colonel W. 1. Swain,
st hemive acooral, amboyant chiractn. othrs. soch
Pl Englsh, Chatic Wortan,Les “Skecter Kell, Ted Norh, and
Harey Sadir, were wiely respcted 35 b shownen and ivic-
minded bsiessmen.

One such impresrio was he soutfl poprctor of Bily Terel's
Cometian, which i 1 spane of 1923 wa abot 0 cmburk on 5
fouth sesson though the Missipi Valey and o he Sauth. At
wenty-nine, Bill Terell was seady 3 veern of fifeen years i
show busioes,haiag leraly rn away from b a5 b0 o Join s
camival.the Gret Comopolian Shows. Forriag his own touring e
Company afer the wa, Terell had quickly prospered nd was s00n
coveing ey that extended fom st Tinos o the Gt 1nd
o o st o he Carolinas and Florca. For he 1923 season he ad
Colrged he castand crew 4 added 3 e of the embellshrrts
bt vy showman ovd o bost: s senery. sy bandwago,

s bl e o pape” o adverise th “up-o-dae Bil” (s the
plays were huays known 10 show pecpe), and ot of ll  sew
2.000capcity et from Baker Lockwond of Kansas Ciy, the e
plus il of teomakes.? In addion to Terel, s wie, Bonie,
ind i brthr Brooks, the company tht year was comprised of
Lome tweny-fve ctors and muicans,severlof whom “doaled 1
e o form 4 mle quarc, & i e archestz, a0  tn-piece
show band. Some. a0 performed les illstriows chaes in the
Cookhouse s o he canv crew. I s ot he gget o est show
o the oad, bu nether was it te Shabbest

Afer touing e Upper Misisipp Valley during te summer
Temel's Comedians played 8 week n Urion Ciy. Tennesce, ther
e the jomp" 1 pthen Missipp and began o work thie vay
don the sate towardthe Gull They landed in M in
Novermber. Despiteheavy ans roughou the . busnes  the box
office heldup wel, and Terel decided 10 cxiend heie Mierian
o two weeke

Toward the e of the st ek, be was approsched n the iy
ot by 3 smiling. jauty young fellow decked ou in what was
abviously is best il b, axd a bow . "Name's immie
Rodgers the young man s, extnding his hand T in show
business myslf. Thought maybe you couk use 3 god 1 lven
hings p around here.”
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memories of Rodges s Johnson City just prior o Brisil; hose
tereted n tis event will ant o consal Seves's el erview
with Profesor Wolfe, in the lter’s posession.

“The stamdand bt of the phonogrph. indispersable 0 any
student o the subect,ae Rolad Geat, The Fabulous Phorosrph
(Phldephi: 1. B. Lippicot, 1959, and Olive Read and Walkr L.
Welch, From Tin Foi 1 Sereo (Indsapolis Bobbs Merril, 1959,
now back n it Both, however, have mtations. i, concen
raingonthe more ambiious ad dusble musical reperowe - en.
1t 0 the phonograph.” confeses 03 bias agai poela music
and even jaz, for hin the ilbilly recoding indoty, with i s
innovation and contibuion to e culure, aever cxiied. The
Rexd nd Weih book s & verabe neyciopedia of techial
ntormation and moringlory hors, o, in ther relees 2l 1o
defend Eison and he acousial er, he authrs ki oaly lghly
Scoss corprse machinations and alal deveopments duin the
lae Tucrties and caly Thiris. Aparendy finding the coclosed
o bore, they st sl fgnore he ocrsing models and
ibines of hat perod, whie. illtraing dosens of twrof-he
cenury mchines.

T any ways. Brian Rus's Amrican Recod Ll Book (New
Roshell,N.Y - Arlngon House, 1978) excels ctherof h shove i
deling he historie ofthe varou ecodin compares, thei stk
opeations. et aists and aalos, and e mthodsof conducting
siness. (However,one st waic o casionlerrs— Rst ot
ahov refering 1 he Carir Famly s s team of vo ik snd theie
e Like i major discogmphies sz Rcords 18971942 The
American Dance Band Discography. [917-1943), Rus's Vicor
Master Book Vl. 2 (Hach End, Midisex: By te uor, 1969 b
b 4 e aset 10 the presen work: my sccoun of the Vicor
Tlking Machine Company coud no have becn constrcid wihot
it On the same subt, E. R. Fenimore Johmon's curiou ftke
Wography of s faber His Maser's Voie Was ELridge . Jobmon
(Mo, Del. Privaely prind, 1970, s cccenric bt whimcally
revaring, mosly concemed with iy iory and the.sier
Iohmson's oubled effrs 1 cope ithhis millions, bt valable o
s scusion of Johason's puents and his el days n e
Phonograph business. 1 hav s relled o Vicor caaogs and
brochures fom 1912 10 1998 in my prsession. augmenied by
requen i o Roger Kinkle's Complcte Encclopedia of Poplr
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“Frankie s Johnn.”  juke song tha had beenaroun for years o
one form or another bt hat was raely peformed in ol scicty.
Terelrcaled what hapened: “The bi ot was pucke tht igh
and 1 gave Bim a real bikdup. Ot came Jimmic, with ht bi sl
o is s He walked 0 te cener o h stage and sred Whiping
Bt oldguite—hen e polledhis i hisle snd e ad o 7 s
hand ™ Nking what wa esently bis st professionl spperance
before e paying audenc, e was called bk, acconding 1o
Temel for three ncores nd rceived 5 sanding ovation when he
ol et the e

“Terel's recolecions of the incidet* witen long afe Jimmic's
e, were obvousy colored by Rosdgers's it ;s always
casy 1o spot the geus o an unknown in eospec, one e s
become 3 sucess. Ve there i e esion o doubt the estntal
accuracyofhis sory. fo he subtance o it would b rplyed again
“nd sgain during Jmmie Rodgen's caeer

‘Despie Terelr's adimoniion 10 heales msicians o et 1 the
music room,” ot o them csught the st by peping heough he
wings. Realing theic misak, many came asound afc he how (0
ke Jimmi's and and apologae fo ter caier remarks. “From
B i on Tl s, i ws s b aort wth he show 55
well 4 the acicncs n he cies we played." (Those “cites” were
mostly smal towns between Httisbar and New Orleans. )

According o Terell, Rodgersspent ight weeks with Billy Tewe's
Comedans, evenualy leaving bcasse " was bomesick and sad
0t 1 o was caling Him back.” 1 fct,Jimmie could ot v
Spen more than 5 month il te show, and t s hcly tha h Wi
Summoned back o Meridianno by the NORNE bot by the desth of s
by daughc, June Rebeces, thre days before Chisimas. His
deparurs may s have ecn hsicnd by the fc hat i Uhose days
e play was sull he ting. Latr i te decade, s et rep 1 1o
compe with radio and talkes, spcilty acts and vty humbers
Scired ncreain prominen on e i, providing e Rodges
it 3 imporan o for i e, Bt o s ot on show
ke Terel' they were sl makeshil and haghazad, e flees 0
keep audioces placaid befor the show and between the acts o he
dramatc offering. Genrally such voids wre fled, more or 1ess 35
v doty. by actos who coulddouble—tht i, those who could lay
Some. nstrumens, joggle. ot 4o & novelty tun in aidiion o thee
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Noes from my imerview with Stlls Kely, June 6, 197, e in
my s, together wih et axd other ppers perinet 10 et role
i Rodgers e Notable among_thse e the bifs and cour
deposion eain 10 the cas of Sl Harkins and Kathrn od:
ere . Jimmie Rodgers, No. 4502 Law, documents wichare asoon
e s th Federal Rocord Cener, Fot Worh, Texas, undr Record
Nanber 106247,

‘Alhough unelsbe in many respects Caie Rodgers's My
Hushand Jiie Rodgers (San Awono: Souhen Lirary s,
1935)placs th cary years of e mariag n close perpective and
provides personsl et ot found chewhre. Long au of o, s
Tohme k. mow svalable from the County Music Foundaion,
Nushile. Mr. Rodgers's ssr, Gladye Hont of Merdin. shed
furhr ligh on tis perod, a i her broter, Nae Willmson

Despic seious illess, Waldo O'Neal amswered my inquins in
et and et e eter snd other maeril rlating 1o s iocision
i Rodsens

Raymond Hall who died in Memphis in 1982, was a ready and
ki o Dr. Do Kirkpatrick of the Tvas Depatment of
Comctons made posuble my inal strview with Hallpir ( he
Lt s from vl 1 am sl indebved 0 Dr. Ronld ).
Waldron and Lonne Liqus of the T.D.C...who hlped me review
Hall's rconds thre and povided ol bckground. mateal

“Albough Rodgers's name. appeard oy infequently n ocal
newspaperswhi e was in Ashevil,the bck s of e Ashville
Citen 8 Ashesle Times e 3 rich souce fo any resesrcer
eckin 1 econsuct s acivites here ot pio (0 e frs Bl
reconding sssion. The Ccn Times batan, Mis. Ll D Hoar.
ave me gracious asistance, o id he st of Pack Memorisl Lty
0 my many Vit 0 the fourth oo o that wonderfl oid b,

My sccount of the Teaneva Rambiens, k. th Jimmi Rodges
Enenainers. would have bcn wochly complete wilout e belpof
Glem Selr. A the e  prdustc sdent s Ent Teaesss Sse
Univesy, Sellers generouly shared tapes o his imervicws wih
Clde Grant, snwered my many sdionl guestions, and nsbied
ime 0 coespond brifly with Grnt befre the s deat n e
1975 Selles video inerviews wih Grn, in the Sohern Apps
lachan Video Eibmography Seies (Broadside Video), are in he
Archives of Appaacha, ETSU, Johason Ciy, Tennesee. Chrks
Wl put me on the rl of James “Mac” Severs, who shared his
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hat e couldstay with he show i he wrked out, bt Jmie agerly
acepid the ofer

"On Sunday sheroon, i  drvig rin, e pid o Terell's
Onkund tocring ar wih il i brothr Broks, and Wale Sl
Rouell,  muscin in the shows band. The four besded for
Haticsbarg,cighty iles avay. Travling ovr it rods (et vere
0 paved highvays in Misisigp 3 e 6me) they 1 1o et oo
epestedy and psh the umbering 30> ot o mudholes. Fnally,
Raving mitd it up 0 the ales,they gave up and sent he might nth
.l yin 1 slcp siting . The next moming 3 fumer and
i ol pulled them several il through the . and they g
1o Hatiesbrg withbrely enough ime o clea away the muck 4nd
s for the opening perfonmance that evenig

Guhein the company huredly 0 e is cstomary st minte
diecions, Temel announced ncidenlly tht he'd brought long
(Clincovered was the word he would e se, n v it hreds
ofohers who i for the hor)  ew meriber of the oupe, 4Bl
Jodeler who i plenty £ood 10 my way of Uiking”

“Yeah,” qupped one of the players, Tl et s number will e
plenty b, il igh ™ According to Terel, “Jimmie and 1 had 0
Tisten 1 {3 100 of thr] wiscracks” rom the veeran perormers,
whose alf.eriou e reveal  grat e shout popole s
Toward yodeing even in those days.

“Wht s 8 bic yodeer—a famer?”

O, et he'sgong o wes  Swiss ot with  gre s i
e hai

L Rave it Lets iv him The Arasas Travelerforis etance.™

Clealy, blue yodelen wee hicks, or chesp imiaons, or b

“Temel, whod hed immie 1 Kncw whathe coulddo inally st
s temp, 2 he recounied ftr, nd told them o “Liien, you
ums, h it gy tht makes 3 wscrac during i ac gets i o
ek nrice. Besides, he docs't eed the orchet h's el
musican, which i someding s band could sand. You wisn-
hemers Wil plese et 10 your sk foom when 541 1 i
e him.”

et st o the festure il (Paner o the S an advenire
yam) the oo curtin was ropped 0 allow te senery change, and
Timmic went out 0 do is o aumbers—oe of e raod “cs
Jodel” h'd audiioned fo Terel olowed by & i vrsion of
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possesson. My fles alo conain miny phosocopcs of te lecers.
i, documents, 2 newspape sorie e, topler wih my
ova calensivecoespondence, ek otes and the el eling
10 this Sook. A e earet cpporunt. 1 hope o place my eaire
archive a8 publc deposioy—presumably he Counry Msic
Foundaionibraryor tha fthe Jow Eiwards Meroril Foundaion.
I the meanime, my fles ne avilale 1o sny seiovs schoa ox
smden. T welome comseions and o,

Despie the encouragement of Arcie Gren ad ohers. 2 clear lan
orcommtment o i ok hd ot el rystalized when | happened
10 pas hrouth San Antoio n ary 1973 . almst o imgule,
Gl Rodgev's dsughir, Anita Rodges Cot, She racouly
Sgred 10t me, and i e cosre of sversl bowrconverationshe
e e wih bl insighs 4nd st o nfoxaton tht 0 oo
el coud e provided. Tapes ofou neriew and et subscguent
Communications were adied o he matera 1 had boen collecng
o while invlved i ohe projects. Cocidentally o abow
bt e | eardfrom Mike P and Chiis Combr i Englans e
v were then n the i tages of e mporan: sudy. i he
K, 0d were st compltng 4 arcle daw rom i or Bill C.
Maion and Jdith MeCull's Sars of Counry Music: Unce Dave
Macon 1o Johuny Rosrigues (Ubana. Univrsy of i Pres
1975 paperback . New York: Aven, 1976) The sl exchinge
of nformaton, 3 imes voluminou, ot only served 3 3 ounding
bourd bt sk became for me 4 viluaie incenive and souce of
encourgement. Mike Parsshred forter gt with me following
he compleion of heie book

Perhas the sigle most imporant eventof my cry eserch wis
he discovery of Jimmie Rodgen's boyhood comespondence with s
Aunt Dors Bozeman, some wo dosen eiers 4 e e . the
possssion of Mis. M. G. Hirvey of Merdin, Tom Bozeman's
dougher and Rodger's cousin. 1 had beleved tht the desil of
Jimiiesfomative years were s foever; b, 1 i 0 pesonal
accouns of his whereabouts in Rodgers's ow voice and bandriing.
e etrs providd manylads 0 terdocumens and erviews
‘woukd cterwis have becn averlooked. Fo acss 0 the comapon
dence and fo b mportant iformtio, | am especilly grtful (0
N 4né Mo, Havey. A fofthee al s Rav b placed o0
oy i th i Rodgers museum ¢ Mierdia: phoocopisof
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Rain Down Sorrow

1 the years Fllowing Warld War I, show busines t the grss.rots
Jevel was Tvely and divers, an ctiviy of the most august imag.
nion. In addiion 10 the familar iandbys—cicuses, camivls,
W West shows, and nase troups hat oumedthe L there
was 2 great protferaon of il thesers, 1ablod comparics,
uresque houss, medicin shows, magicans, ek acs, vasdevile
s, watr s, sl dredeils, and dosens more, st of e
now long vanished, unknown or meely abjecs of eslge curoity
1o recent snerations o levision adics. Among the many forms hat
fourished and now laguish forgoen was 4 glorious sont of fok
{beser < private enerpeis known 3 “en rep<ompanies of
smallime aclors oganized under a1 owner-manager ireco (ad,
afcn 15 ot co performer), touing ool be-way hamiets axd
Playin onc-week stand under canv. They prseoid  differnt play
Each nigh from their epertoire of tesrker, rusic romances
hrc-act fares, comball melodramas, 1nd other houry chstous
Travein  more o e regulr rut achsason, year afe yea, et
1ep companics such as Chase-Lister, Flora DeVoss, Haly Sadir's
O, Ted Noch Players Justus-Romain, Swai's Dramati Show,
and Bilroy's Comedians bcame sundad fres in the terories
hey covered, e iving these of th countryside,” 35 one historian
ha clld thm.* Thei actos snd acistes wee  well Known and
loved a5 any of Hollywood's ol their plays as familar and
comfoning 4 the Bible and the locl socil codes whose values,
proscrpions, and prejdics ey judiciously eafrmed. Show
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Townsend's San Antorio Rose: The Life and Music of Bob Wil
(Urhane siversty of linas Pres, 1976 Try a ilblzes his
ook will become  msor sorcefo generions of e sehole. |
am fter indebid 0 Profssor Towasend for diectcomrbotons
ny work,among other asistice, e ot me i touch with s ssr,
Doty Long, who shred ber chidhond memorics of Jimmic
Rodgers n o family home

“Although gecrally shumned by musc st and b culral
studies, Rodgers bas bt he sbjct of comsideable srbbing. f o
e 1 dig U the fn magains,abscre focgn ournals, 43 pop
encycopedis in which it usaly sppesr. Howeve, very e b
e i sbout i that s b bl 2 of mch consequenc.
Exceptons include the Rodgers chapes n Malone and Goldlat.
Shelon, John Greenway's poncring ik, Jimme Rodgers—
Folksony_ Catsys” oumal of Americen Folkore, 10 (Jly-
Scptenber, 1957), and Bob Senders, “Amerc's Fit B Time
Country Singr,” Auburn Crce (Winr, 1973, 3 somevhat 3ch et
el anlye,obscors batavalsie i e e of the JEMF. No e
ntresied in Rodgers can overlook Mike Pais and Chis Conber.
i the Kid (London: Eddison Pres, 1977, the st bk lenth
iy, with many rae pictures ad 2 substanal dscogrphy

My account o Rodger's I nd wok has bocn gedoced maily
o pimary souces—leers publc documens, nd newspaper
acconts, avgmented wherves posible by irviews with those who
K i o e tberwise mmedisely nvolved i iy carer. hve
ko stempted 1 xplre i some deeh, through seners s, e
it ad hisoricalcureteof i e In i respct e s of
Bilboard snd, 10 4 kst exen, ose of Variery have besn
nvaluble. Whie many ineriews vere o obligaory snd saligh.
ening, 1 found them genrall e susactony and slse than ksl
newspper fles and ther writen fecord: 100 muchtme hs pasd,
nd o0 mamy aler e soies are i st of & biographer

A o inforrants ke 0 remin aponyos, bt mostsorcs,
primary ad scondary. s fuly Meoifed i ot a o o f ech
Chaper. For this rsson | ave chosen ot 1 burden h book with 3
ormal hiblography, which n most fsances wold oy epest n
formation (o te noes. Except n the e cases whee et
1 conducted the irviws. and tapes o sl tervicws are in my
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Altough he eventally emerged 3 3 e orignal, spontancous,
elttugh, and more or Iess mmune 10 the e poits of s

cinsip, f would be ufr 0 suppose that Rodgery'satitde ovard
nind professiomls wis the son of amogat Kow-Nothingism
hatofen affct ot h ek smaesr and the Nashville fsh who.
boat tht they play “sicly by ar.” As Care poned out, even
Playing by car Jimmie abeyed o rles, bt “he had n0 scom for
professons o ohe rind usicians | e neve toughthe wis
200 o ht almost anybody l coul' e beter. He never thovght
ihere wasnt plenty of room. for improvement i bis own bumble
brand of muse.

Tn the ary Twents, however, Jimmie Rodgers was sl  long
way from petectng cven “his own humbie brand of music.”
‘Conscious o is deficencies, b neerthees sought oot opporunitis
10 perforn with e musicans, progresin from faily sing-longs
around the Willamson” ian f dance pares, pieics, 0d almost
any social gahering tht migh provide him withan acece. In s
rambles around the couney he made Fiends with musicans and was
widly acceped o tat amorphous brotherhosd of small-ime
enteriners, med show pichmen sining hobos, banden, 4nd
partime il In New Orlans, one of s cquaiances wss
Characerramed Goehl Reeves, » sldierof fotne and wandering
aoubadoar who woud e ecoed 15 “The Texas Drifer” and oter
s de dique. g one o Jimie's layofs from the raid
Reeve's windy accoun ca b trsed),he and Reeves eamed p with
a third msican named Lucien Parks fo mount 1 mprompts osd
Show, telng sround the couny in n id Ford outited with 3
campe by, playing inbas and o et comers o gas money and
expenses. According 1o Reevs, 1 tughtJmie how 1o yode, and
ancter utal e taght i 0 play he guiar " That of coure.
'3 wid exaggraion, i not cntely imagioed. I docsseem kel
however, thatJmmie bsorbed 8 gratdel ey rom turing with
Recve and Parks, and may wel have g i asilaion f he
yodel,the lcs, and hisunorbdo guiar sy durngtis period. I
any even,the four e, ke 5o many others e atempied, soon
e oto o fnancial fop. Once more Jimmse was on his way
back to Merdian

On Jauary 30, 1921, Caric gave birh 0 2 daugher whom they
amed Caie Anit, sfe et mothe and the actess A Sewart
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i vowed 10 do when they maried,sh was wilingt el imnjoy
spending bis half Sl fascinted by show busioss—ay Kind of
show,” aid Caie—Jimmie ey mised 4 peformance of any
camival cicus, of repertoie company touring the aes, often aking
he tain 0 Jckson ar some other nerby cy 1 catch one o i
favortes, he W. 5. Walcot Orgial RabitFoos Minsiel Company
o the Pl Englih Players, which, slong with soch popular unls
e Blonin Shows, Crowie's Comediars, nd he W. 1. Swain
‘Show, played regulaly trough te region n those days.

His ater induence was honograph fecords. Accordin o Carie,
e bough hem by he fon.”1+ Unfortuntely, se ised non of the
it o tles which brought a leam 0 the ey of the Father of
Country Masic. In abdion 1o he sundard fure of the day—old
senimenalballads, novely iniumenas, and the New York sage
ity srely incoded hos e blus unesthat were swecping
e couny and beng advrised inthe Merdian newspapersa ctly
¢ 1921, B it was ot merely fo enriiment thatJmie bought
ecords. Almost compltly slfaugh 5  musicia and wel are
{hat e s only  rank amater, b neverelss worked comtnly o
mprove, playing the rcordings over and ver 10 ar whsever he
couk, Iy he process he mdverently came apon te crucial clemens
bt itinguih rcordd peformances from e oncs, ad declaped
i disceming judge of what may b termed “recording prsence.
a5 opposed 0 merely comect execution. I the techmicaliies of sl
Snnction, ming, andproer ptch loded i, he s drawn lmast
{nsinciely 1o e ity o performer might Gassriton record, the
ity of i pronunistion, the organ relationship betcen voce 130
instrament, and ot imporant o) he puances ad ahnicity of
emoton tht mde 3 performance . i played e ecods
Sesin and sgain, isening for these quales. One it migh be
eriiised for drowning out the vocal with his i ncter for
Singing 10 oud and whangy” ad for sluing is words, il anoter
o the o monotany of i delivery—"n0 way el if he's
fecin bad shoutwhat b singin, or good sbout " wocld
2. M underond tht, in porson, sn eneriinr's appeaane o
estures could compensat for hese decences and Sl win an
udence on ecod, the performance tood or el sy and i
ally upon the quaiy f vibvatons. 1 was no scident that Jimmie
Rodgerss niial socess came 1 3 recoding
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Having goten back on the railrond tht wiker—mporrly, 3 i
Tured ot was "o te e somewhere” when news of the
by’ i reached i, Alhough e despertelypecdd o pt i i

e o the o, the happy e pid el brakeman (0 ke over
e i nd Canhtte st vamih hul” Backhome. O the yars
e it ake ol e oward s marisge, bt e remind
devoted parent who aished s Tove, s e, and ht Il money
e o s chikren. Latr,when there was more money than e,
e idulgd ther peraps (o0 vl

“Thebakeman's o soun endedsgain Jimaie ook cu 1o work s
 Bagman, bt that o played o, 00, 2 then e was back on the
bum. He ranged far and wide, tking. svamase of bi rrosd
connections when b could, T from e 0 ter” on s hur
‘hen he could't, etaming 1o Merdan when il che faed. He
washed dihes i fsaurants, paned s drove otk again, 3
may have even worked 2 furhandfor e i the fll o 1921,
WA et was to be epesed over and ver houghootthe
Caly Twentis,  srsblng. han o mouthcxisene.“hcken o
Gy and feahrs the mext” s Camie—tht grow icrasingly
desperste with each succcding year. Ralwad wapes, o the decioe
Sinc the wa. hd dopped 0 s.me s by 1922, i was auk
of work most of tht yar. e by frauentIayo's an by aioml
ke of the shop <ot o which ot down railouds il scrus e
counry in Jun. Practcally the only souee of nformation sbow
i Rodgers' whreabous and civies duing. i e i his
e, her ccount s excedingly et and vague. Except 0 ot
he i of ther sccod dsvghir e ollowiag yer Caric skimmed
o th wholeperio naoe eling snnce: - applycone, e
woukd sl job et ad there"™ One i i cena, hower:
Jimmie's 0l dream of crcing show bsiess ha e 1w
Wherever e s, b hd 5 bao o gutr, and he was contaly
pracicin, cmolaing th sounds e heard on s favort phonogaph
reconds. nding ways o mprove o e, biding i e mpatindly.
Waing fo snoter chane 8 the eneriner’s poicsion. When &
came in he L fall of 1923, e was rady.

1 Sl Ky, e e 6, 1975 v v o by e
e e S s o
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“Aw shucks, Cari,” b s, “wha's money for, wha's e fo, i
you cannjoy e | wan 0 lve—oday. T old cight wheer
might take 3 noton 1o lep the rals omoron.” Exsperted, she
ok it the ld wound rom s chikhood: “Everyboy s sy
youl never amount 1 anyting.” To which e ety insstc,
how el 'l amount 10 someting —someday " The ros Caic
it hope foe was st b might evenally wes the cvetd bdge
nd niform of o passnger condctor”Jmmie himslf whs vage.
Somehow “hovin ‘e had 0o with s paying ad siging bt
by now he'd seen the Filue of his gramdioe eenage schemes, had
outgrown them, axd cared fo make o paricula plans Thered be
leny o ime o plan e For the presnt, it was  good 1fe—Lar
e hn it had b (and i some ways b b it wouldbe .
although e proably never thought of  ht way).“Fee, whic, 120
neny-on” was e populaexpresion e tred tnntywo
of 1919 1 was, Al “makin & man of mysel,”caing  man's
pay and ivig he spred e of 3 rulrder and andy sbowt 0w,
e i many ways b was sl 3 oy  estand would foevr b
e, Wih 165 pounds on his 510" frame, b was rbus, st
Plmp, brown.eyed and hansome i his Soxback st and polka
ot i, wih 3 katy S st a3 raki angle over 5 shack of
rown i aready beginning (0 thin. It was 3l (00 g (o it

“The war year b been oo tines for smen. When the il
industny was naionlizedunder te Uried Sstes Ry Admins-
rton, job were plenif snd wages high That sation began
10 change rdiclly n cary 1920, when he rarods were returmed
10 pvai hunds, corporat ofciis began 0 retreach i the fce of
eciin fregh shpments ad he prdicted postwar businss s
Timmie Rodgers. with e scioity. kst i bakeman's ob o0
scheduled runs of the NORNE. It was 3 “terporary Iaolt.” a5
opposed 1o an orightfiing bt he nt sl was the e he was
back 10 e ough scule,empty pockets, ouming i sarch of work.
Businis was i a alpin cerywhere beset by fallg poces and
Iabo o, and millions of etring sodirs bad foaded the
5 ket

For several monhs S hobocd around the couaty, viiting
rcnds in Texas and working 3¢ whatever odd 1o came his way
Sccton hand, oustabous, an ceasional brakeman'sru. He gt 35
a1 Calforia belre g back, sometimes washing dishes .3
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Hings.She wasprtie thathe ther gis b s alened, qict and
resrved o e poine of shyncs ot stongly idependent. A siieen,
il shool, e was ool imeclerk's o i deparinent
e downiown and paying room and boad 15 hr prets. The
prsenc of Jimmie Rodger immensely complicated et e, for i was
Sclearcaseofthe atracionof pposis He was st abootcverying
she was oot highspiricd, rcganow, rckisly impulsive, and
bty carees wilh whieve came b way, whethr it was his
money. s healh, o i rieads. Eventaly e coul come (0 esect
S eat e thing—his alen—bot in hose days it ay have becn
iy bis pecula brand of ndependenc, 50 diflerent rom Cari's,
‘ahichsppesled o e o perbaps i s i mre han i checrul
optinisand s ey g, Otber s o the iy, cpecially
e clderbrodhes, were well avare of Jimmie Rodger’ epusion
sround town. They did o ke  the lnky braknan 30 sy 1nd

i opposhion 10 the maich grew 45 time passed and the romance
i

one furthr cbtacle s tht Jimmie was il eally married 0
Stlls Kelly, khough thy had bec seprated for almost two years
“That complcation vas resaved in November, 1919, when e
e o and was ganid 8 dvore, The groands were, i et
deserion; acording o the ecte, Sills whereabous were un
Known, 4nd “Complanant is entiled 1 the reel payed for"

T iunguage was merelylgalist,of couse:Jmmie Rodgers s
nevr mach inclined oward payer i s it sense. Thre were
kst i i, bt e secred remakably fre from one lement
{nat eunted i Soutbern bt 3 semse of sin. Ealy in hie
Courhi, Camiepromisd hima ks if e 0 chrch. He ot he
Kis, and ket b promie, he sid, by soin 10 church A et
once” Thatprety much ndiaed the order of his proies: st he
e, and thn, i at i, e spr. Ltr, suvgling with brd times
an he s discas tht woold Kl i, he someimes ured
et snd withirswa.His manne vas ke T shyne by hose who
i ot known im n these more caee days, when he sl of
pranks snd quips snd when e ws s constantpary. Carie chided i
foris hedonisn, o spendin s money rcklslyand “prading the
e, serenading ll e e isead of resting U 3t e o s
raloid . But evn then Jimmie Rodgers was somethin of &
i, a0 snvios a1 ay seveniecth cenury poet 0 e e .
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determined 1 make the best ofhe sision. i Rdgers ightbe
 rowdy and a shifless noccount, bt he was ow 3 pa of the
Ty, and for Camic's sake they accepied him, willingly if nox
eniusissticlly, imo the k. 1t was 5 Ughiy ket grop. bound ok
onl by blood Bt lo by geogrphy—s many 5 o f the maied
Willson chiliren ived n th immediste o hborhac, forming 3
ot of iy eclve aound th bock bordred o he cat 4 wet
by Eleveth i Tuclh Avenues and on the souh and noch by
Sitcenth and Sevenients Suets

I was hre, with Cami's parets o cne of be bthers o s,
hat the nelyweds o found 3 home n the cary yeus of e
marage. At the times, just a5 Elza Rodgers had falowed her
wandring husband fom job 1 jab, Carie weat sons when Jmmic,
outof wanderut o necesiy ok 3 o 1 e whal was v the
il “Theow your thing ogethe, K. b would say. “We're leving
et for there.” “There” wa i  losd bosrnghouse o chep
apitmnt e th yads- s one oo gh: bousekeepng hore.” 1
Camiegencrously put . Soun. owever—cchocs of Ela once
agan—she was back in Merdin, progant wih (et st il

Laid of by the raod throughoutthe It part of 1920, Jimmic
picked up o job here and thre, i iy lsor, 38 ven drove
o constucton tckover inGeigr, Alabama, whrehis et bow
Tived i sei-eienet, ot moe ofcthan ok e s o wrk .
Al Jimmie spent many doys loafng around e ral shops 404
pooiooms, occasonally eterinin pls and hangevon wih hs
oo giar. Always short fcash abough ot neary s desperic
s hey woud 00 b), imnie and i vet creasigly forcd s
ey on the hospality of hr family. They moved in with Cari's
e . braber.in v, Gladys ad Mose Ho, 1 1617 Eleventh
v, nextdoor o h seor Willamsons. It it mater,” sl
M. Mo s, “We were all poor and in the same b It was
hare.andshar lke. Anyway, we wer ol young and careies i
Pappy. We had good times togeher. "2

ven hen Jimmie vas wocking, thei fncil siision s
prcarious. His pockets all hd hoes i her; any money Gt went
o them went gt out again.” said Came, cchoing Seells
complin. Bt Cami, who lacked Sicl's song wil and bounding
b, preered 1 tnd b b man. Nagiog b 't 4o mch
200damyay, nd s long a h gave e i of what e made, 3 b
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oadside diner forthe price of 8 meal, just s oftn doin withot.
Retumin {0 the Suth.he ound work [  tme on the NOBNE's
svr e, te Vicaburg, Sheveport & Pcic, ning between
D Poiat and Shevepor, Louisiana. One <old March moming.
ed in the “crummy” of 8 VS&P atlr reigh he serbied 8
sty ot 10 bis Aunt Dor, xplaining that he'd "o goin from
plce to place and havent hed e 10 wrke” Tunes had been
Fough—Thav had 1o Pawn my wach 0 gt money 1 caton™— but
ot h was working (t he el “very ood job'), e would send
e e ten dollas sbe'd lsned him “soo 35 1 can pssibly g6 .~
‘Apparaly havin setled tha ccount 0 s sisaion,he moved 1o
= urid nish-—This i s R s oo fs 1 cant by
e 35 5" In closing he asked her o rely soon and, Just
ncidenully, i you can spare $5.00 plese snd it 10 me.”

Mates 4 ot fmprove. Soon b s out o ok and 1aid up n
Meridi withpacumonia. Neverhles, wiin 3 month (e impec
s ruloader had proposed o Care Willaman, and he ad
accepted On April, 1920, they were maried, much 1 th sy of
her family and pobsbly withou her parens approval or price
Knowiedge.If ot exacly unclopemen, the wedding was certiny 8
Pshed affir. For Caie, i meant Jeaving school i e it ofhe
snir year a oo he day Jimmie proposed: sh put aside b
books and went 0 et i downiown, where they bough e lcese
and ing. Afer he ceemony. peformed i the home of Jinmic’s
engince e, Jim Jackso, they caugh e eain 0 New Orean o
‘ha Caie e refrrd 03 rnaway " ooeymoon. Exctly when
e parents leared of he mariage i ot o 1 s provably v
untl he couple retumed thee days e, athough hee i Some
evidence ht the Willamsons supected what wes taking plce
(Acconding 1  previing rmor, o of Caie's brothers met hem st
the saion o ther wayout f town and demanded s immie st
0 & medial cxaninuion tefore laving )" In e years, Nae
Willamson would take pride in announcing oblicy. in i sty
sestoral tones, st “A Anew Jimmie Rodgahs long befosh he
mahried mah s bot in prvie he would ot dicuss he
ircumstances or divulge anything ha he ight Bave known sbot
e prio 1o the. mriae. I lgh of Jimmi's repusion, that
etcence seems al o undentandaie

(Once prsened with acomplshd fct, howeve, the Willamsons
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e Reverend M. Willamson, Contrary 1o what e might expect
of + fundamentals rescher’s home in bt o e and 1
Very conseruaive plae, it was 3 warm nd happy hooshokd—
“religous, but none of your trn, sou fantes,” 4 Caie put it
Iater—with 3 workly apprecitonof eatur and he ars Like ood
Methodists everywher, the Willamsons were cpecaly fond of
i but ke . ey K secuar s 35 wel sy, and
I thei asts were raher precicaly middie clss—lght” clasics
and he popula s0np o the day—tht was il more tha could be
1 fo most peope n e posiion. I lgh o the impovershed
il and ducatons background of both Reverend and M
Willmson, t wae dowrright tonisin. To Cai's ot st g0
consdersbi i fo th genrous sympaics and spriof ety
which they fotred

“The mosial aumospher o he Willamson houschald wis an
mmedite atrction 1o Jimmie Rodgers. In Camie's words, he “was
culy pesuaded 1 g0 wheeve hre whs i o be cnjoed—<ven
o' miitrshous " Reckoting from hr sccount i was thesummet
of 1919 when he st apeared hre, in e comparyof snother young
lady who was o o frend of e family. On their way 1o "s
pofessional concen” (mre kel a dance o movie-and-vaudeville
i, ey stopped nunanounced t0 e the Willamsos' ghore, and
caugh Canie i cold cream snd Kihen gogham. “Thers was 1, 20
mortid 1 could have bawled.” she e wroe, “axd o cscape. 10
been augh (0 be. ik 1o “company’, make hem wecom.
So—othing 0.doexceptmake y excses s s00n 1 psble—nd
oy 1o cea up i uff my b ad i ot of (it house dess
oo my prty bl crpe. The 0 i the roup now sround the
piano. A sieal embarassed lances a he goodlooking s
Our“company” sayed 0 loa, ejoing this impromyta concert, ht
ey were somevhat e for he profesinal coner ™

nreted 5 b may have becn in the Willmons' piao, seet
music, and songbonks (conaning, sid Caie, “al the G,
i aiioned s0ngs he oved), s soom sppaen that the rei
bjct of D' atenton was, s she put , “my schol i el "
ey soonhe was shwing up rgulry, “babered 1nd shine.” with
o of candy and the neviabe barjo uner s s

The seventsof the ine Willamson chiliren—she was bom Av-
st 8, 1902 Caie cceupied 7o specl place among et -
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e ofthelimiations of wihfl thinking. e may havemooned o
ime, caught o n th melanchly of dullouine, ¢ it sadncss
of griny swichyards 4nd black trins mosnin tevugh the onglest
pines and shutlng down the deta in ey winkr daves. Bt
Summertme wascoming, 4 t the nd o th 1 ay New Oeans,
he Pars of the Americis warm Gulfbrcres, brigh fght, dark
Taughing Iadie, and, most o al, music

A opposie d of i rn e Meriian, Alhough e b
nevr rallylved e o any Sustinedperio, it was home: e hd
elaives and many fnds here. Knew iy aound, and found
Iayovers there 3 respie from his e, rough-and bl e on
ihe roud The thiny dolls 3 week e caed 45 brkemn 00
aggageman on Trin No. 43 was o princly sum, even by e
adands o th day. But when te work wa siady, b coul inculge
in his favorite diversons: gifoends, sporty choihes, phonograph
reconds, and hstr kets, more o e n tht order, Mo sl
Was i ity for pertunes, especially 8 scet known &5 Black
Narcsss, Obivious 1o those who. might thsk the pracice  bit
ange, he habiualy camed 3 sl gk of 33 Coutr 0 the
it cdorof the o ad, e, relieve the sl ofmdicioes
und e sicktoom. During these yeurs— roughly 1918 hrough
1920 share an spsrtmen n Ffh St with s bachlo ot
Joe Boseman,and even managd 1 ke 3 down gyt on 3 00w
Ford (which he could ot pay forand evenually o) Layovers in
Mendin gave him 3 chance 1o sock up on Aunt Dora's home
cooking, hang round the hops, o duding around town and renew
10 scquinancee—incoding. o wih 3 prey sseen yearod
prescher's dagher named Caric Willamson,

Precicly when e ad Caie met s mate of conjectue—
here i ome idicaton that b know et carly s 1916-but e
Cincumstancs wers e recordd i el by Caie. She was sl
in igh schol, ot thinking of young men. no of mariage,” he
sid, when T Rodgers appere, aimos erlly sweeping b
O ber fe

“The Willsmson home, & est frame bungalow s 609 Flevedh
Avenue, hd long been  populs eightorbod gathring place (or
young peopl. T bouse ot colyscsommodated Willamson ciden
and e many Tiends, bt ls seved 2 e focto sl enter for
e newly orpnized First Methodist Proestant Chreh, pastoed by
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Kncling i the shade of a boscar o th siderck, rolln dic and
Kecping e wih wha srock Ao 13 peclisr chantin
ha came from uder th car. “The chant was rolling off i tht
peclar thythm o e exir gang Negroesof the Souhern Raily
round the e of Word War 1 id Avwood. A e sapped o e
for 3 momen,he discovered hit themusic was coming “fom achep.
i i the hands of  rathe good ookig ld in i e It was
Jimmie, of course. When the game was broknup and the blacks sent
bk o work, he crawled oot rom unde h car, libed p o  pile
Ofcrsses, and began singing “Casey Joncs," o Atwood's delght

“That sweet, mellow voic of Jmmie' impresed me ten,” he 53,
“as it has mprssd mlions s

“Aferwad, when Rodgers's ralnoad days wee hbind i and be
wasconsciouly culivatin a akish poblc image, he woukd urure
{he sory that e nd he NONE had paredcompary “because | Kep
v rouble with th o “Rule .~ There s e coub that by s
time b as am accomplished ppe, but f is drinking had anything
1040 wilh is deparur from te fn, i s ot reflected i he et of
recommendation writen for b n January, 1925, by he st
a Hatsburg. *J C. Rodgers has becn crployed by NOSNERR
Since January 9. 1918, wrte A. M. Tpion. “(n] on account il
e i oing west and seakin sich mploymen hat b ca gt sny
favors shown him will e aprecaed.” Admiedly, s ot moch of
ecommendation, but Tipon was obviowly fightng » rcaciant
ypewier—he gave bis posiion 45 “Trin Masteras wel 3 i
own haling synas and spelng.

"The letr i nseworhy for several rssons. On te surface, it
appears o account for 3 substantal san f e —lmost v years
101he day.in Jimmic Rodgers's . Moreowr, it scems 10 document
i longest em of reular cmployment o ht e and, nsmuch 5
e NOANE rn nly betweenMirdan snd New Orlens, o wggest
period of el calman sabilty. Bt nfct s asocation with e
OKNE was far from sicady duing these years, snd s exisience
anyig ot rouine.

Forsomeone who rarely secmed 1o ke lfe seriously, e ek
of i marige had It immie Rodges more than it shaken. In
s own oyily senimental sion, b hd loved el deeply. and
el o give p hape of  econcilaion fora long time. But b was
s e, wel schooled i the hard ways ofthe word snd only 00






index-512_1.png
Ui Toms Co gl 31

R 2tk 4 et
ke 15, 18 Lo c 165
ek RO it 9.
e by s, 25, 08

vt e, 8
V. W
Vi T2 43

e
e of, 4-90; R Seal 1o
FRL L
Ehzmer ey

3

-

S it

VA s a1

EE S
Frptasd

W (e M. 1






index-511_1.png
21 o Ope o 20 B 055
ShETRNG SRy
BEERR R

“Sacet M, Wy Mo 355,39, 40 *
e o 1 4. 2

TaraR R
“Tabe e Back Again.” 56, 252 46455
e e

e R
i
e
:(-vl e T 105
e

e
0, . e s B
At .
g o 3 T Trares ek~ 122137, 19,05,

e S e e oy
T 5 AT . iy B o o, 1,

e By 54,55, 12, 172,k 0. 2 8. 5. i
oy 5 S

T, Do, Tk Ny My LoscsomeBes. 210,

T, bt 8. 50 S

T3 T et

T, T S 2, 2, T ot 3
I Tkt . 8 T O ek 05
5030 e a2 e T, M 257 3435
2 i 5 S e i
S 2 Tt A 23

o & P Rt 238 oy Ve

Tt A s e S 30,47 T Bk o 30






