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For 3000 years a code in the Bible has remained hidden. Now it has been unlocked by computer - and it may reveal our future. The code was broken by an Israeli mathematician, who presented the proof in a major science journal and it has been confirmed by famous mathematicians around the world. This book is the first full account of a scientific discovery that may change the world, told by a sceptical reporter who became part of the story.

The 3000-year-old Bible code foretells events that happened thousands of years after the Bible was written. It foresaw both Kennedy assassinations, the Oklahoma bombing, the election of Bill Clinton - everything from World War II to Watergate, from the Holocaust to Hiroshima, from the Moon landing to the collision of a comet with Jupiter.

In a few dramatic cases detailed predictions were wound in advance - and the events then happened exactly as predicted. The date the Gulf War would begin was found weeks before it started. The date of the Jupiter collision was found months before the blast.

The author of this book, investigative reporter Michael Drosnin, himself found the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin predicted in the Bible more than a year before the murder - and personally warned the Prime Minister. After the assassination happened, as predicted, when predicted, he was asked to brief the new Prime Minister of Israel and the chief of its famed intelligence agency, the Mossad.

The book is based on Drosnin's four-year investigation. The author spent many weeks with the world-class mathematician who discovered the code, Dr. Eliyahu Rips, and he met with famous mathematicians at Harvard, Yale and Hebrew University. He talked to a senior code-breaker at the top secret U.S. National Security Agency, who confirmed that there is a code in the Bible that does reveal the future.

No one yet knows if the Bible code accurately foretells what is yet to come. But the code may be a warning to this world of unprecedented danger, perhaps the real Apocalypse, a nuclear World War. In any event the Bible code forces us to accept what the Bible itself can only ask us to believe - that we are not alone. And it raises a question for us all - does the code describe an inevitable future, or a series of possible futures whose ultimate outcome we can still decide?

Michael Drosnin is a reporter, formerly at the Washington Post and the Wall Street Journal. He is the author of the New York Times bestseller Citizen Hughes. He lives and works in the New York City.

 

Introduction

Reporting is the first rough take on history. This book is the first full account of a code in the bible that reveals events that took place thousands of years after the bible was written.

So, perhaps, it is the first rough take on the future.

We have just begun to understand the bible code. It is like a jigsaw puzzle with an infinite number of pieces, and we only have a few hundred, or a few thousand. We can only guess at the complete picture.

The only thing I can state with certainty is that there is a code in the bible, and in a few dramatic cases it has foretold events that then happened exactly as predicted.

There is no way to know if the code is also right about the more distant future.

I have tried to deal with this story the way I've dealt with every other story: as an investigative reporter. I've spent five years checking out the facts.

Nothing is taken on faith.

I have confirmed every discovery in the bible code on my own computer, using two different programs—the same one used by the Israeli mathematician who first found the code, and a second program written independently of him.

I also interviewed the scientists in the united states and Israel who investigated the code.

Many of the events described in the book were witnessed by me. Accounts of other events are based on interviews with persons directly involved, or were confirmed by published news reports.

Detailed notes on each chapter, notes on all the illustrations, and a reprint of the original experiment that proved the reality of the bible code, appear at the end of the book.

My goal has been to report what is encoded in the bible exactly as I would have reported a story from the police blotter when I was at the Washington post, exactly as I would have reported a story from a corporate boardroom when I was at the wall street journal.

I am not a rabbi or a priest, not a bible scholar. I have no preconceived beliefs, and only one test—the truth.

This book is not the last word. It is the first report.

 




Chapter one - The Bible Code

On September 1, 1994, I flew to Israel and met in Jerusalem with a close friend of prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, the poet Chaim Guri. I gave him a letter which he immediately gave to the prime minister.

"An Israeli mathematician has discovered a hidden code in the bible that appears to reveal the details of events that took place thousands of years after the bible was written," my letter to Rabin stated.

"The reason I'm telling you about this is that the only time your full name —Yitzhak Rabin—is encoded in the bible, the words 'assassin that will assassinate' cross your name.

"That should not be ignored, because the assassinations of Anwar Sadat and both john and Robert Kennedy are also encoded in the bible—in the case of Sadat with the first and last names of his killer, and the date of the murder, and the place, and how it was done.

"I think you are in real danger, but that the danger can be averted."

On November 4, 1995, came the awful confirmation, a shot in the back from a man who believed he was on a mission from god, the murder that was encoded in the bible three thousand years ago.

The assassination of Rabin is dramatic confirmation of the reality of the bible code, the hidden text in the old testament that reveals the future.

The code was discovered by dr. Eliyahu rips, one of the world's leading experts in group theory, a field of mathematics that underlies quantum physics. It has been confirmed by famous mathematicians at Harvard, Yale, and Hebrew university. It has been replicated by a senior code-breaker at the U.S. Department of defense. It has passed three levels of secular peer review at a leading U.S. Math journal.

Rabin's assassination was not the only modern event found. In addition to the Sadat and Kennedy assassinations, hundreds of other world-shaking events are also encoded in the bible—everything from world war ii to Watergate, from the holocaust to Hiroshima, from the moon landing to the collision of a comet with Jupiter.

And the Rabin assassination was not the only event found in advance. 

The Jupiter collision was found, with the exact date of impact, before it happened, and the dates of the gulf war were found in the bible before the war started.

It doesn't make ordinary sense in our secular world, and since I am not religious, I would normally be among the first to dismiss it as millennium fever.

But I have known about this for five years. I have spent many weeks with the Israeli mathematician, dr. Rips. I learned Hebrew, and checked the code on my own computer every day. I talked to the man at the defense department, who independently confirmed that the bible code does exist.

And I went to Harvard and Yale and Hebrew university to meet with three of the worlds most famous mathematicians. They all confirmed that there is a code in the bible that reveals the future.

I did not fully believe it until Rabin was killed.

I found the bible code's prediction of his assassination myself, a clear warning that he would be killed in the Hebrew year that began in late 1995, but never really believed it would happen. When he was killed, as predicted, when predicted, my first thought was, "oh my god, it's real."
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It could not be a coincidence. The words "assassin that will assassinate" across the name "Yitzhak Rabin" the only time his full name appears in the old testament. The bible code stated he would be killed in the Hebrew year that started in September 1995. Now, on November 4th, he was dead.

Rabin's friend, Chaim Guri, told me it was also the first thing he thought of when the prime minister was shot.

"It was like a knife in my heart," said Guri. "I called the chief of staff, general Barak, and said, 'the American reporter, he knew it a year ago, I told the prime minister. It was in the bible.' "

When I first found the Rabin murder encoded, I remembered the first question my book editor had asked me: "what if you had known about the Sadat assassination before it happened? Could you have warned him, and kept it from happening?"

With Rabin, I tried and failed. Before the assassination no one was able to find the name of the gunman, or the exact date. A few days after I first contacted the prime minister, dr. Rips and I met with the chief scientist at the ministry of defense, gen. Isaac ben-Israel. 

We searched for details. But only the year of the predicted murder was apparent.

After Rabin was killed, the name of his assassin, "Amir," was immediately found in the bible code. It was always there, right above Rabin's name, but hidden in plain sight.
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"Amir" was encoded in the same place as "Yitzhak Rabin" and "assassin who will assassinate." Moreover, the words "name of the assassin" appeared in the plain text of the bible in the same verse that the name "Amir" appeared in the hidden text. And also, in that same verse, the hidden text stated, "he struck, he killed the prime minister."

He was even identified as an Israeli who shot at close range: "his killer, one of his people, the one who got close."

The code revealed when and where it would happen. "In 5756," the Hebrew year that began in September 1995, crossed both "Tel Aviv" and "Rabin assassination." "Amir" appeared again in the same place.
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But before Rabin was killed we knew only that the bible code predicted his murder "in 5756." And Rabin ignored the warning.

"He won't believe you," his friend Guri had told me when I first gave him the letter. "He's not at all a mystic. And he is a fatalist."

So, I still don't know if the assassination could have been prevented. I only know what I told the prime minister in my letter: "no one can tell you whether an event that is encoded is pre-determined, or is only a possibility.

My own guess is that it is only a possibility—that the bible encodes all the probabilities, and what we do determines the actual outcome."

We had not been able to save Rabin's life. But suddenly, brutally, I had absolute proof that the bible code was real.

Five years ago, when I first flew to Israel, the bible code and the bible itself were the furthest things from my mind. I was there to meet with the chief of Israeli intelligence about the future of warfare.

But while I was there I learned of another mystery, one that suddenly pulled me back several millennia—3200 years, to be exact, to the time when according to the bible god spoke to Moses on mount Sinai.

As I was leaving intelligence headquarters, a young officer I'd met stopped me. "There's a mathematician in Jerusalem you should see," he said. "He found the exact date the gulf war would begin. In the bible."

"I'm not religious," I said, getting into my car. 

"Neither am i," said the officer. "But he found a code in the bible with the exact date, three weeks before the war started."

It all seemed beyond belief. But the man at Israeli intelligence was as secular as I was, and the man who had discovered the code was considered a near genius in the world of mathematics. I went to see him.

Eli rips is a modest man. He is so self-effacing that he tends to give other people credit for his own work, and one would never guess he is a world famous mathematician. When I first met with him in June of 1992, at his home outside Jerusalem, I assumed that by the end of the evening I would know there was nothing to his claim.

Rips pulled down a volume from his bookshelf, and read to me quoting an eighteenth century sage, a man called the genius of Vilna: "the rule is that all that was, is, and will be unto the end of time is included in the torah, from the first word to the last word. And not merely in a general sense, but as to the details of every species and each one individually, and details of details of everything that happened to him from the day of his birth until his end."

I picked up a bible from the desk in his study, and asked rips to show me the gulf war. Instead of opening the bible, he turned on his computer.

"The bible code is a computer program," he explained.

On the computer screen appeared Hebrew letters highlighted in five different colors creating a crossword puzzle pattern.
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Rips handed me a print-out. "Hussein," "scuds," and "Russian missile" were all encoded together in genesis. The full code sequence stated "Hussein picked a day."

"Here, in genesis, chapter 14, where we have the story of Abrahams wars with the surrounding kingdoms, we found the date—'fire on 3rd Shevat.' "

Rips looked up from his computer. "That's the date in the Hebrew calendar equivalent to January 18,1991," he explained. "Its the day Iraq launched the first scud missile against Israel."

"How many dates did you find?" I asked.

"Just this one, three weeks before the war began," he replied.

"But who knew 3000 years ago that there would be a gulf war, let alone that a missile would be fired on January 18th?"

"God." 

The bible code was discovered in the original Hebrew version of the old testament, the bible as it was first written. That book, now translated into every language, is the foundation of all western religion.

The bible code is ecumenical, the information is for everyone. But the code only exists in Hebrew, because that is the original language of the bible.

Rips told me that the first hint of the encoding had been found more than 50 years ago by a rabbi in Prague, Czechoslovakia. The rabbi, H.M.D. Weissmandel, noticed that if he skipped fifty letters, and then another fifty, and then another fifty, the word "torah" was spelled out at the beginning of the book of genesis. And that the same skip sequence again spelled out the word "torah" in the book of exodus. And in the book of numbers. And in the book of Deuteronomy. 

"I heard about it totally by chance, talking to a rabbi in Jerusalem," said rips. "I tried to find the original book, and finally found the only copy that apparently exists, at the national library in Israel. There were only a few pages about the code, but it seemed interesting."

That was twelve years ago. "At first I tried just counting letters like Weissmandel," said rips. "You know, Isaac Newton also tried to find the code in the bible, and he considered it more important than his theory of the universe."

The first modern scientist, the man who figured out the mechanics of our solar system and discovered the force of gravity, sir Isaac Newton, was certain that there was a hidden code in the bible that would reveal the future. He learned Hebrew, and spent half his life trying to find it.

In fact, it was for Newton, according to his biographer john Maynard Keynes, an obsession. When Keynes became provost at Cambridge university, he discovered there the papers that Newton had packed up in 1696 when he retired as provost. Keynes was shocked.

Most of the million words in Newton's own handwriting were not about mathematics or astronomy, but esoteric theology. They revealed that the great physicist believed there was hidden in the bible a prophecy of human history.

Newton , said Keynes, was certain the bible, indeed the whole universe, was a "cryptogram set by the almighty," and wanted to "read the riddle of the godhead, the riddle of past and future events divinely fore-ordained."

Newton was still searching for the bible code when he died. But his lifetime quest failed no matter what mathematical model he applied.

Rips succeeded. The discovery that had eluded sir Isaac Newton was made by Eliyahu rips because he had the one essential tool that Newton lacked—a computer. The hidden text of the bible was encoded with a kind of time-lock. It could not be opened until the computer had been invented.

"When I applied a computer, I made the breakthrough," rips explained. "I found words encoded far more than statistics allowed for by random chance, and I knew I was on to something of real importance."

"It was the happiest time in my life," said rips, who came to Israel from introduction reporting is the first rough take on history. This book is the first full account of a code in the bible that reveals events that took place thousands of years after the bible was written.

So, perhaps, it is the first rough take on the future.

We have just begun to understand the bible code. It is like a jigsaw puzzle with an infinite number of pieces, and we only have a few hundred, or a few thousand. We can only guess at the complete picture.

The only thing I can state with certainty is that there is a code in the bible, and in a few dramatic cases it has foretold events that then happened exactly as predicted.

There is no way to know if the code is also right about the more distant future.

I have tried to deal with this story the way I've dealt with every other story: as an investigative reporter. I've spent five years checking out the facts.

Nothing is taken on faith.

I have confirmed every discovery in the bible code on my own computer, using two different programs—the same one used by the Israeli mathematician who first found the code, and a second program written independently of him.

I also interviewed the scientists in the united states and Israel who investigated the code.

Many of the events described in the book were witnessed by me. Accounts of other events are based on interviews with persons directly involved, or were confirmed by published news reports.

Detailed notes on each chapter, notes on all the illustrations, and a reprint of the original experiment that proved the reality of the bible code, appear at the end of the book.

My goal has been to report what is encoded in the bible exactly as I would have reported a story from the police blotter when I was at the Washington post, exactly as I would have reported a story from a corporate boardroom when I was at the wall street journal.

I am not a rabbi or a priest, not a bible scholar. I have no preconceived beliefs, and only one test—the truth.

This book is not the last word. It is the first report.

On September 1, 1994, I flew to Israel and met in Jerusalem with a close friend of prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, the poet Chaim Guri. I gave him a letter which he immediately gave to the prime minister.

"An Israeli mathematician has discovered a hidden code in the bible that appears to reveal the details of events that took place thousands of years after the bible was written," my letter to Rabin stated.

"The reason I'm telling you about this is that the only time your full name —Yitzhak Rabin—is encoded in the bible, the words 'assassin that will assassinate' cross your name.

"That should not be ignored, because the assassinations of Anwar Sadat and both john and Robert Kennedy are also encoded in the bible—in the case of Sadat with the first and last names of his killer, and the date of the murder, and the place, and how it was done.

"I think you are in real danger, but that the danger can be averted."

On November 4, 1995, came the awful confirmation, a shot in the back from a man who believed he was on a mission from god, the murder that was encoded in the bible three thousand years ago.

The assassination of Rabin is dramatic confirmation of the reality of the bible code, the hidden text in the old testament that reveals the future.

The code was discovered by dr. Eliyahu rips, one of the world's leading experts in group theory, a field of mathematics that underlies quantum physics. It has been confirmed by famous mathematicians at Harvard, Yale, and Hebrew university. It has been replicated by a senior code-breaker at the U.S.. Department of defense. It has passed three levels of secular peer review at a leading U.S. . Math journal. 

Rabin's assassination was not the only modern event found. In addition to the Sadat and Kennedy assassinations, hundreds of other world-shaking events are also encoded in the bible—everything from world war ii to Watergate, from the holocaust to Hiroshima, from the moon landing to the collision of a comet with Jupiter.

And the Rabin assassination was not the only event found in advance.

The Jupiter collision was found, with the exact date of impact, before it happened, and the dates of the gulf war were found in the bible before the war started.

It doesn't make ordinary sense in our secular world, and since I am not religious, I would normally be among the first to dismiss it as millennium fever.

But I have known about this for five years. I have spent many weeks with the Israeli mathematician, dr. Rips. I learned Hebrew, and checked the code on my own computer every day. I talked to the man at the defense department, who independently confirmed that the bible code does exist.

And I went to Harvard and Yale and Hebrew university to meet with three of the worlds most famous mathematicians. They all confirmed that there is a code in the bible that reveals the future.

I did not fully believe it until Rabin was killed.

I found the bible code's prediction of his assassination myself, a clear warning that he would be killed in the Hebrew year that began in late 1995, but never really believed it would happen. When he was killed, as predicted, when predicted, my first thought was, "oh my god, it's real."

It could not be a coincidence. The words "assassin that will assassinate" cross the name "Yitzhak Rabin" the only time his full name appears in the old testament. The bible code stated he would be killed in the Hebrew year that started in September 1995. Now, on November 4th, he was dead.

Rabin's friend, Chaim Guri, told me it was also the first thing he thought of when the prime minister was shot.

"It was like a knife in my heart," said Guri. "I called the chief of staff, general Barak, and said, 'the American reporter, he knew it a year ago, I told the prime minister. It was in the bible.'"

When I first found the Rabin murder encoded, I remembered the first question my book editor had asked me: "what if you had known about the Sadat assassination before it happened? Could you have warned him, and kept it from happening?"

With Rabin, I tried and failed. Before the assassination no one was able to find the name of the gunman, or the exact date. A few days after I first contacted the prime minister, dr. Rips and I met with the chief scientist at the ministry of defense, gen. Isaac ben-Israel. We searched for details. But only the year of the predicted murder was apparent.

After Rabin was killed, the name of his assassin, "Amir," was immediately found in the bible code. It was always there, right above Rabin's name, but hidden in plain sight.

"Amir" was encoded in the same place as "Yitzhak Rabin" and "assassin who will assassinate." Moreover, the words "name of the assassin" appeared in the plain text of the bible in the same^ verse that the name "Amir" appeared in the hidden text. And also, in that same verse, the hidden text stated, "he struck, he killed the prime minister."

He was even identified as an Israeli who shot at close range: "his killer, one of his people, the one who got close."

The code revealed when and where it would happen. "In 5756," the Hebrew year that began in September 1995, crossed both "Tel Aviv" and "Rabin assassination." "Amir" appeared again in the same place.

But before Rabin was killed we knew only that the bible code predicted his murder "in 5756." And Rabin ignored the warning.

"He won't believe you," his friend Guri had told me when I first gave him the letter. "He's not at all a mystic. And he is a fatalist."

So, I still don't know if the assassination could have been prevented. I only know what I told the prime minister in my letter: "no one can tell you whether an event that is encoded is pre-determined, or is only a possibility.

My own guess is that it is only a possibility—that the bible encodes all the probabilities, and what we do determines the actual outcome."

We had not been able to save Rabin's life. But suddenly, brutally, I had absolute proof that the bible code was real.

Five years ago, when I first flew to Israel, the bible code and the bible itself were the furthest things from my mind. I was there to meet with the chief of Israeli intelligence about the future of warfare.

But while I was there I learned of another mystery, one that suddenly pulled me back several millennia—3200 years, to be exact, to the time when according to the bible god spoke to Moses on mount Sinai.

As I was leaving intelligence headquarters, a young officer I'd met stopped me. "There's a mathematician in Jerusalem you should see," he said. "He found the exact date the gulf war would begin. In the bible."

"I'm not religious," I said, getting into my car.

"Neither am i," said the officer. "But he found a code in the bible with the exact date, three weeks before the war started."

It all seemed beyond belief. But the man at Israeli intelligence was as secular as I was, and the man who had discovered the code was considered a near genius in the world of mathematics. I went to see him.

Eli rips is a modest man. He is so self-effacing that he tends to give other people credit for his own work, and one would never guess he is a world famous mathematician. When I first met with him in June of 1992, at his home outside Jerusalem, I assumed that by the end of the evening I would know there was nothing to his claim.

Rips pulled down a volume from his bookshelf, and read to me quoting an eighteenth century sage, a man called the genius of Vilna: "the rule is that all that was, is, and will be unto the end of time is included in the torah, from the first word to the last word. And not merely in a general sense, but as to the details of every species and each one individually, and details of details of everything that happened to him from the day of his birth until his end."

I picked up a bible from the desk in his study, and asked rips to show me the gulf war. Instead of opening the bible, he turned on his computer.

"The bible code is a computer program," he explained. 

On the computer screen appeared Hebrew letters highlighted in five different colors creating a crossword puzzle pattern.

Rips handed me a print-out. "Hussein," "scuds," and "Russian missile" were all encoded together in genesis. The full code sequence stated "Hussein picked a day."

"Here, in genesis, chapter 14, where we have the story of Abrahams wars with the surrounding kingdoms, we found the date—'fire on 3rd Shevat.'"

Rips looked up from his computer. "That's the date in the Hebrew calendar equivalent to January 18,1991," he explained. "Its the day Iraq launched the first scud missile against Israel."

"How many dates did you find?" I asked.

"Just this one, three weeks before the war began," he replied.

"But who knew 3000 years ago that there would be a gulf war, let alone that a missile would be fired on January 18th?"

"God." 

The bible code was discovered in the original Hebrew version of the old testament, the bible as it was first written. That book, now translated into every language, is the foundation of all western religion.

The bible code is ecumenical, the information is for everyone. But the code only exists in Hebrew, because that is the original language of the bible.

Rips told me that the first hint of the encoding had been found more than 50 years ago by a rabbi in Prague, Czechoslovakia. The rabbi, H.M.D. Weissmandel, noticed that if he skipped fifty letters, and then another fifty, and then another fifty, the word "torah" was spelled out at the beginning of the book of genesis. And that the same skip sequence again spelled out the word "torah" in the book of exodus. And in the book of numbers. And in the book of Deuteronomy. 

"I heard about it totally by chance, talking to a rabbi in Jerusalem," said rips. "I tried to find the original book, and finally found the only copy that apparently exists, at the national library in Israel. There were only a few pages about the code, but it seemed interesting."

That was twelve years ago. "At first I tried just counting letters like Weissmandel," said rips. "You know, Isaac Newton also tried to find the code in the bible, and he considered it more important than his theory of the universe."

The first modern scientist, the man who figured out the mechanics of our solar system and discovered the force of gravity, sir Isaac Newton, was certain that there was a hidden code in the bible that would reveal the future. He learned Hebrew, and spent half his life trying to find it.

In fact, it was for Newton, according to his biographer john Maynard Keynes, an obsession. When Keynes became provost at Cambridge university, he discovered there the papers that Newton had packed up in 1696 when he retired as provost. Keynes was shocked.

Most of the million words in Newton's own handwriting were not about mathematics or astronomy, but esoteric theology. They revealed that the great physicist believed there was hidden in the bible a prophecy of human history.

Newton , said Keynes, was certain the bible, indeed the whole universe, was a "cryptogram set by the almighty," and wanted to "read the riddle of the godhead, the riddle of past and future events divinely fore-ordained."

Newton was still searching for the bible code when he died. But his lifetime quest failed no matter what mathematical model he applied.

Rips succeeded. The discovery that had eluded sir Isaac Newton was made by Eliyahu rips because he had the one essential tool that Newton lacked—a computer. The hidden text of the bible was encoded with a kind of time-lock. It could not be opened until the computer had been invented.

"When I applied a computer, I made the breakthrough," rips explained. "I found words encoded far more than statistics allowed for by random chance, and I knew I was on to something of real importance."

"It was the happiest time in my life," said rips, who came to Israel from Russia more than twenty years ago, and still speaks with an accent that is both Hebrew and Russian.

Although he is religious, and in the top right corner of every page of his calculations writes two Hebrew letters thanking God, for him, like for Newton, the math is also sacred.

Rips told me he had developed a sophisticated mathematical model that, when implemented by a computer program, confirmed that the Old Testament is in fact encoded.

He was stalled however in making the final breakthrough, a way to prove the reality in a simple and elegant way. Then he met another Israeli, Doron Witztum.

Witztum is a physicist but not connected to any university and, compared to Rips, is unknown to the world of science. But it was Witztum who completed the mathematical model, and Rips considers him "a genius like Rutherford."

He handed me a copy of their original experiment, "Equidistant Letter Sequences in the Book of Genesis." The abstract on the cover page read, "Randomization analysis indicates that hidden information is woven into the text of Genesis in the form of equidistant letter sequences. The effect is significant at the level of 99.998%."

I read through the paper as we sat in his living room. What Rips and his colleagues had done was to search for the names of thirty-two great sages, wise men from Biblical to modern times, to determine whether their names, and the dates of their birth and death, were encoded in the first book of the Bible. They looked for the same names and the same dates in the Hebrew translation of War and Peace and in two original Hebrew texts. In the Bible the names and the dates were encoded together. In War and Peace and the two other books, they were not.

And the odds of finding the encoded information by random chance were ultimately found to be 1 in 10 million.

In his final experiment, Rips took the thirty-two names and sixty-four dates and jumbled them in 10 million different combinations, so that 9,999,999 were a mismatch, and only one was a correct pairing. He then did a computer run to see which of the ten million examples got a better result-and only the correct names and dates came together in the Bible.

"None of the random pairings matched," said Rips. "The results were 0 vs. 9,999,999, or one in 10 million."

A senior code-breaker at the top secret National Security Agency, the clandestine U.S. government listening post near Washington, heard about the startling discovery in Israel, and decided to investigate.

Harold Cans had spent his life making and breaking codes for American intelligence. He was trained as a statistician. He spoke Hebrew. And he was sure that the Bible code was "off-the-wall, ridiculous."

Cans was certain he could prove that the code did not exist. He wrote his own computer program, and he looked for the same information the Israelis had found. He was surprised. It was there. The dates that the sages were born and died were encoded with their names.

Cans could not believe it. He decided to look for entirely new information in the Bible code, and thereby expose the flaw in Rips' experiment, possibly even reveal a hoax.

"If this was real," said Cans, "then I figured that the cities where these men were born and died ought to be encoded as well."

In his 440-hour experiment Cans checked not only the names of the thirty-two sages Rips finally used, but also thirty-four others from an earlier list, checking all sixty-six against the names of the cities, and the results made him a believer.

"It sent a chill up my spine," recalled Cans. The cities also matched the names of the sages in the Bible code.

The Pentagon code-breaker, using his own computer program, had independently replicated the Israelis' results. Men who lived hundreds and thousands of years after the Bible was written were encoded in detail. Rips had found the dates. Cans had found the cities. The Bible code was real.

"We conclude that these results provide corroboration of the results re-ported by Witztum, Rips, and Rosenberg," wrote Gans in a final report of his investigation.

"In evaluating the Bible code," he later said, "I was doing the same kind of work I did at the Department of Defense."

"At first, I was 100% skeptical," said the Pentagon code-breaker. "I thought this was all just silly. I set out to disprove the code, and ended up proving it."

THE Bible was encoded with information about the past and about the future in a way that was mathematically beyond random chance, and found in no other text.

Rips and Witztum submitted their paper to a leading American math journal, Statistical Science. The editor, Robert Kass, a professor at Carnegie-Mellon, was skeptical. But he decided to have it checked out by other experts, the peer review process standard in all serious scientific journals.

To Kass' surprise, the Rips-Witztum paper passed. The first referee said the math was solid. Kass called in a second expert. He, too, said the numbers held up. Kass did something unprecedented-he called in a third expert.

"Our referees were baffled," said Kass. "Their prior beliefs made them think the Book of Genesis could not possibly contain meaningful references to modern-day individuals. Yet, when the authors carried out additional checks, the effect persisted."

Kass sent an E-mail message to the Israelis: "Your paper has passed the third peer review. We will publish it."

Despite the automatic skepticism of secular mathematicians, no one could find fault with the math. No one could raise an unanswered question about the experiment. No one could explain away the startling fact that the Bible was encoded-that it revealed events that took place after the Bible was written.

THE Bible is constructed like a giant crossword puzzle. It is encoded from beginning to end with words that connect to tell a hidden story.

Rips explained that each code is a case of adding every fourth or twelfth or fiftieth letter to form a word. Skip X spaces, and another X spaces, and another X spaces, and the hidden message is spelled out. As in this paragraph. *

But it is more than a simple skip code. Criss-crossing the entire known text of the Bible, hidden under the original Hebrew of the Old Testament, is a complex network of words and phrases, a new revelation.

There is a Bible beneath the Bible.

The Bible is not only a book-it is also a computer program. It was first chiseled in stone and handwritten on a parchment scroll, finally printed as a book, waiting for us to catch up with it by inventing a computer. Now it can be read as it was always intended to be read.

To find the code, Rips eliminated all the spaces between the words, and turned the entire original Bible into one continuous letter strand, 304,805 letters long.

In doing that, he was actually restoring the Torah to what great sages say was its original form. According to legend, it was the way Moses received the Bible from God-"contiguous, without break of words."

The computer searches that strand of letters for names, words, and phrases hidden by the skip code. It starts at the first letter of the Bible, and looks for every possible skip sequence-words spelled out with skips of 1, 2, 3, all the way up to several thousand. It then repeats the search starting from the second letter, and does it over and over again until it reaches the last letter of the Bible.

--------------------------------

* Start at the first letter of the above paragraph, skip every three letters, and the code is revealed: "Rips Explained that each code is a Case Of adding Every fourth or twelfth or fiftieth letter to form a word." The hidden message-"READ THE CODE."

--------------------------------

After it finds the key word, the computer can then look for related information. Time after time it finds connected names, dates, and places encoded together-Rabin, Amir, Tel Aviv, the year of his assassination, all in the same place in the Bible.

The computer scores the matches between words, using two tests-how closely they appear together, and whether the skips that spell out the search words are the shortest in the Bible.

Rips explained how it works, using the Gulf War as an example. "We asked the computer to search for Saddam Hussein," he said. "Then we looked for related words to see if they came together in a way that was mathematically significant. With the Gulf War, we found Scuds with Russian missiles, and the date the war would begin encoded with the name Hussein."

The words formed a crossword puzzle. Consistently, the Bible code brings together interlocking words that reveal related information. With Bill Clinton, President. With the Moon landing, spaceship and Apollo 11. With Hitler, Nazi. With Kennedy, Dallas . 

In experiment after experiment, the crossword puzzles were found only in the Bible. Not in War and Peace, not in any other book, and not in ten million computer-generated test cases.

According to Rips, there is an infinite amount of information encoded in the Bible. Each time a new name or word or phrase is discovered in the code, a new crossword puzzle is formed. Related words cross vertically, horizontally and diagonally.

We can use the Rabin assassination as a case study.

First we asked the computer to search the Bible for the name "Yitzhak Rabin." It appeared only once, with a skip sequence of 4772.
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The computer divided the entire Bible-the whole strand of 304,805 letters-into 64 rows of 4772 letters. The Bible code print-out is a snapshot of the center of that matrix. In the middle of the snapshot is the name "Yitzhak Rabin," with each letter circled.

If "Yitzhak Rabin" was spelled out with a skip code of 10, then each row would instead be 10 letters long. If the skip was 100, then the rows would be 100 letters long. And each time the rows are re-arranged a new set of interlocking words and phrases is created.

Each code word determines how the computer presents the text of the Bible, what crossword puzzle is formed. Three thousand years ago, the Bible was encoded so that the discovery of Rabin's name would automatically reveal related information.

Crossing the name "Yitzhak Rabin" we found the words "assassin will assassinate." It appears on the table below with each letter in a square:
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The odds against Rabin's full name appearing with the prediction of his assassination were at least 3000 to 1. Mathematicians say a hundred to one is beyond chance. The most rigorous test ever used is 1000 to l.

I flew to Israel to warn Rabin on September 1, 1994. But it was only after he was killed a year later, that we found the name of his assassin. "Amir" was encoded in the same place as "Yitzhak Rabin" and "assassin who will assassinate." Amies name had been there for 3000 years, waiting for us to find it. But the Bible code is not a crystal ball-you can't find anything without knowing what to look for.

Clearly, this was not Nostradamus, not "A Star Will Rise in the East and a Great King Will Fall," words that can later be read to mean anything that actually does happen.

Instead, there were details as precise as the story reported on CNN-the full name of Rabin, the name of his assassin, the year he was killed-all but Amir found before it happened.

Still, it was hard to believe. I asked Rips if it were not possible to find similar information in any text, random letter combinations that had no actual meaning. Perhaps finding the date of the Gulf War, even the assassination of Rabin, was just a coincidence.
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Rips took a coin out of his pocket and flipped it in the air. "If this is a fair coin," he said, "then half of the time it should come up heads, and half of the time it should come up tails. If I flip the coin twenty times and each time it comes up heads, then everyone would assume the coin is weighted. The probability that the same side would come up twenty times in a row is less than one in a million."

"The Bible is like the weighted coin," said Rips. "It is coded."

He cited his original experiment, the sages encoded in Genesis. "The only other possibility is that a random event happened-that we, by chance, found the best match of thirty-two names and sixty-four dates-and that would only happen one time in 10 million."

But if Rips is right, if there is a Bible code, if it foretells the future, then conventional science can't yet explain it.

Not surprisingly, some conventional scientists can't accept that. One, an Australian statistician, Avraham Hasofer, attacked the Bible code before Rips published his experiment, before the mathematical evidence was known. "Certain types of patterns must inevitably occur in large data sets," he said. "You can no more find a patternless arrangement of digits or letters than you can find a cloud without a shape."

"In any event," said Hasofer, "the use of a statistical test in matters of faith raises grave problems."

Rips says his critic is wrong on the science, and wrong on the religion. Hasofer, he notes, never did a statistical test, never checked the math, and he never looked at the Bible code itself.

"Of course you can find random letter combinations in any text," says Rips. "Of course, you will find Saddam Hussein' in any large enough data base, but you won't find `Scuds,' `Russian missiles,' and the day the war began, all in the same place, in advance. It doesn't matter if we're looking in a text of 100,000 or 100,000,000 letters, you will not find coherent information-except in the Bible.

"A great part of mankind now assumes that the Bible is just old folklore, myth, that science is the only reliable picture of reality. Others say that the Bible, as the word of God, must be true, and therefore science must be in error. I think that, finally, when we understand both well enough, religion and science will come together-we will have a Unified Field Theory."

In the nearly three years since the Rips-Witztum paper was published, no one has submitted a rebuttal to the math journal.

The major scientists who actually examined the Bible code confirm it. The Pentagon code-breaker, the three referees at the math journal, the professors at Harvard, Yale, and Hebrew University all started out skeptics, and ended up believers.

EINSTEIN once said, "The distinction between past, present, and future is only an illusion, however persistent." Time, said Einstein, is not at all what it seems. It does not flow in only one direction, and the future exists simultaneously with the past.

The other great physicist who defined our universe, Newton, not only said that the future already exists, but believed that it could be known in advance, and in fact himself searched for the hidden code in the Bible that would reveal it.

Now some scientists, including the leading physicist in the world today, Stephen Hawking, believe that people might one day actually be able to travel in time. "Time travel," says Hawking, "might be within our capabilities in the future."

Maybe the poet T. S. Eliot was right: "Time present and time past/ Are both perhaps present in time future, / And time future contained in time past."

But I was not prepared to believe that the future was encoded in the Bible without the kind of evidence a reporter trusts, information that can be checked out in the real world.

I spent an entire week with Eli Rips, working with him at his computer. I asked him to find things related to current world events, to a comet that had just been sighted, to modern science, and time after time he found the information I asked for encoded in the Old Testament. When we checked the control text, War and Peace, the information was not there. When we checked the Bible, it was.

In that week, and in six subsequent trips to Israel, and in my own investigation over the next five years, we found ten and then one hundred and then one thousand world events encoded in the Bible. It was possible on any given day to pick up the New York Times or the Jerusalem Post, and if the story on the front page was important enough, find it encoded in a document that had been written 3000 years ago.

The information, time after time, proved as accurate as the current newspaper accounts, the names, the places, the dates all encoded in Genesis through Deuteronomy. And sometimes it was found in advance.

Six months before the 1992 election, the code revealed Bill Clinton's victory. Connected to "Clinton" was his future title, "President."

[image: ]

 

The greatest recent upheaval in America, the fall of Richard Nixon in the Watergate crisis, is also encoded in the Bible. "Watergate" appears with "Nixon" and the year he was forced to resign, 1974.

Where "Watergate" is encoded, the hidden text of the Bible asks a question: "Who is he? President, but he was kicked out."
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The Great Depression is encoded with the crash of the stock market. "Economic collapse" and "Depression" appear together in the Bible, with the word "Stocks." The year it all started, 1929 ("5690"), is encoded in the same place.

But man's triumphs, like the Moon landing, are also encoded. "Man on Moon" appears with "spaceship" and "Apollo 11 ." Even the date Neil Armstrong first stepped on the lunar surface, July 20, 1969, is in the Bible.

Armstrong's words, "One small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind," are echoed by the hidden text of the Bible. Where the date he set foot on the Moon is encoded, the words that cross "Moon" in the Bible are, "Done by mankind, done by a man."

It is all encoded in Genesis with "Apollo 11," at the point where God tells Abraham, "Look now toward Heaven, and count the stars, if thou be able to number them."
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In the years following my first trip to Israel, I kept searching the Bible code on my own, not as a mathematician, but as an investigative reporter, checking the facts.

What is subject to proof, what can be pinned down in addition to the math, is information about the recent past, and the near future. Two years into my investigation I found something cosmic predicted in the code-and then watched it happen in the real world.

In July 1994, the world witnessed the biggest explosion ever seen in our solar system. A comet bombarded Jupiter with the force of more than a billion megatons, creating fireballs the size of the Earth.

I had found the Jupiter / comet encoding in the Bible myself, two months before the collision, using a computer program written for me in Israel, based on Rips' mathematical model.

The collision was encoded twice, once in the Book of Genesis and again in the Book of Isaiah. The comet, "Shoemaker-Levy," appeared both times with its full name-the names of the astronomers who discovered it in 1993 -and its impact with "Jupiter" was graphically presented. In the Bible code, the name of the planet and the name of the comet intersect twice. In Isaiah, the exact date of the impact was stated in advance, July 16.
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The event that astronomers were able to predict a few months ahead of time, the Bible code predicted just as precisely 3000 years before it happened.

It was one of those finds that was so dramatic it caused me to believe all over again. Through two years of investigation, I kept asking myself, Could this really be true? Had some non-human intelligence actually encoded the Bible? Each morning I woke up doubting it all, despite the overwhelming evidence.

Could this be a hoax? Not a new revelation, but another Hitler diary, a cosmic Clifford Irving?

The rabbis and the professors have never agreed on the origins of the Bible. The religious authorities say that the first five books, Genesis through Deuteronomy, were written more than 3000 years ago by Moses. The academic authorities say they were written by many hands over many hundreds of years. The argument turns out to be irrelevant.

The Old Testament has been a settled text for at least a thousand years. The Torah has not changed in that time, and no scholar would question that. There is a complete version from 1008 AD (the Leningrad codex), and every Hebrew Bible that now exists is the same letter for letter. So the text used in the computer program-the one in which I found the exact date of the collision of the comet with Jupiter, July 16, 1994-has not changed in at least a thousand years.

A hoax is simply ruled out because it would have required a forger who could see the future.

No forger had encoded the Jupiter collision, not in Biblical times, not in the Dark Ages, and not in the spring of 1994, two months before it happened. Once more, I felt certain.

I went to see Rips at Columbia University. He was there as a visiting professor, occupying the same office in the mathematics building that was once occupied by the president of the American Mathematical Society, Lipman Bers, who organized the worldwide campaign that freed Rips from a Soviet prison twenty-six years ago.

Back in the Soviet Union as a young graduate student, Rips was arrested for demonstrating against the 1968 invasion of Czechoslovakia. He spent the next two years as a political prisoner. It was only through the intercession of mathematicians in the West that Rips was ultimately freed and allowed to emigrate to Israel.

Now a professor at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Rips has also taught at the University of Chicago and Berkeley, and is respected throughout the world of mathematics.

In his office at Columbia, Rips looked at my print-out of the Jupiter collision. "This is exciting," he said, like myself sometimes still awed by the precision of the Bible code.

Astronomers knew the comet would hit Jupiter because they could trace its trajectory, they knew when because they could measure its speed. But whoever encoded the Bible had the same information thousands of years before that was possible, thousands of years before Shoemaker and Levy discovered the comet, so how could the Bible encode the date of the impact? It was, of course, the big question-how could the future be known?

I went with Rips to see one of Harvard's top mathematicians, David Kazhdan. Kazhdan told me he believes that the Bible code is real, but he could not explain how it works.

"It does appear that the Bible was encoded 3000 years ago with information about future events," said Kazhdan. "I've seen the results. There are no scientific grounds to challenge it. I think it is real."

"How does it work?" I asked.

"We don't know," said Kazhdan. "But we recognized the existence of electricity a hundred years before we could explain it."

I asked Rips and Kazhdan how anyone, man or God, could see what does not yet exist. I had always assumed that the future does not exist until it happens.

Rips replied first with a theological answer. "The world was created," he said. "The Creator is not confined by time or space. For us the future is non-existent. For the Creator, the whole universe from beginning to end was seen in one stroke."

Kazhdan gave a Newtonian explanation. "Science accepts that if we know the position of every molecule and atom, we can foresee everything," he said. "In the mechanical world, if we know the position and velocity of an object-a bullet or a rocket to Mars-then we could also know precisely when and where it will arrive. So there's no problem in that sense about knowing the future."

"But if you ask me if I am surprised that the future is encoded in the Bible," added Kazhdan, "of course I am."

I. Piatetski-Shapiro, a leading mathematician at Yale, also confirms the Bible code, but is equally amazed by its revelation of events that took place long after the Bible was written.

"I believe the code is real," said Piatetski-Shapiro. "I saw the results, and they were quite surprising. Predictions of the future, of Hitler and the Holocaust."
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The Israeli who works with Rips, Doron Witztum, had done an extensive search for "the Holocaust" in the Bible code, and found it spelled out in extraordinary detail.

"Hitler" and "Nazi" were encoded together with "slaughter." "In Germany" was encoded with "Nazis" and "Berlin." And the man who actually ran the concentration camps, "Eichmann," was encoded with "the ovens" and "extermination."

"In Auschwitz" was encoded where the plain text of the Bible decrees "an end to all flesh." Even the technical details of the "final solution" were there. 

The gas used to kill the Jews, "Zyklon B," was encoded with "Eichmann."

Piatetski-Shapiro had seen these findings and he was startled. "As a mathematician," he said, "my instinct is that there is something real here."

But the Yale professor cannot explain how it was done. "There is no way within the known laws of mathematics to explain seeing the future," he said. "Newtonian physics is too simple to explain a set of predictions this complex and detailed. Quantum physics is also not enough. What we're talking about here is some intelligence that stands outside."

The mathematician paused for a moment, then spoke: "I think that is the only answer-that God exists."

"Do you think one day we will be able to explain it in purely scientific terms?" I asked.

"I doubt it," said Piatetski-Shapiro. "Maybe part of it, but always some part will remain unknown."

"It is possible, theoretically, to believe in the Bible code without believing in God," he added. "But if you assume God exists, you don't have to answer the question, Who can see the future?"

IF the future can be foreseen, can it also be changed?

If we had known about Hitler in advance could we have prevented World War II?

Could Rabin or Kennedy have been saved from an assassin's bullet? Even if Amir or Oswald had been found in the Bible code in advance, could they have been stopped? Was there an alternative probability-that the gunmen would be caught, that Rabin or Kennedy would live?

The question is whether the Bible code tells us what will happen or may happen, presents one pre-determined future, or predicts all the possible futures.

Physicists have been locked in the same debate ever since Werner Heisenberg formulated his famous Uncertainty Principle. Stephen Hawking defined it in layman's terms: "One certainly cannot predict future events exactly if one cannot even measure the present state of the universe exactly!"

Most scientists believe that the Uncertainty Principle is a fundamental, inescapable property of the world. And it states that there is not one future, but many possible futures.

Hawking put it this way: "Quantum mechanics does not predict a single definite result for an observation. Instead, it predicts a number of different possible outcomes, and tells us how likely each of these is."

Does the Bible code, like quantum physics, present all the probabilities? Or, are the encoded predictions set in stone? Some, like the Rabin assassination, clearly do happen. Did all the predictions come true?

We don't yet have enough experience with the Bible code to know, but even the apparently iron-clad rule of the Uncertainty Principle might not apply to the code.

In the end, all conventional science, indeed all conventional concepts of reality, may be irrelevant. If some being that stands outside the system, outside our three dimensions, outside of time, encoded the Bible, the code may not obey any of our laws, scientific or otherwise.

Even Hawking admits that the rules of chance may not apply to God: "We could still imagine that there is a set of laws that determines events completely for some supernatural being."

Once we admit that we are not alone-that there is some intelligence beyond our own-everything else must be re-examined.

And the greatest scientist of our time, Einstein, never accepted that the universe was governed by chance.

"Quantum mechanics is certainly imposing," said Einstein. "But an inner voice tells me that it is not yet the real thing. The theory says a lot, but does not really bring us any closer to the secret of the 'Old One.'

"God," said Einstein, "does not play dice."

CAN there really be a code in the Bible that recorded events thousands of years before they happened, that told our history ahead of time, that might now reveal a future that for us does not yet exist?

I went to see Israel's most famous mathematician, Robert J. Aumann. He is one of the world's experts in game theory, and a member of both the Israeli and the U.S. National Academy of Science.

"The Bible code is simply a fact," said Aumann.

"The science is impeccable," he continued. "Rips' results are wildly significant, beyond anything usually seen in science. I've read his material thoroughly, and the results are straightforward and clear."

"Statistically it is far beyond what is normally required. The most stringent standard ever applied is 1 in a 1000. Rips' results are significant at least at the level of 1 in a 100,000. You just don't see results like that in ordinary scientific experiments."

"It's very important to treat this like any other scientific experiment very cold, very methodical, you test it, and you look at the results. As far as I can see, the Bible code is simply a fact."

"I'm talking as an accountant. I've checked the books, and it's Kosher," said Aumann. "It's not just Kosher, it's Glatt Kosher."

Aumann had been skeptical. At first he could not believe that a code in the Bible revealed the future. "It goes contrary to all my training as a mathematician, and even the religious thinking I've come to be comfortable with," he said. "It's so different from anything known to science. There has been nothing like it in all the hundreds of years of modern science."

Aumann talked to leading mathematicians in Israel , in the United States , all over the world. No one could find a flaw in the math. He followed Rips' work for years, and he continued to investigate it for months.

Finally, on March 19, 1996, the most famous mathematician in Israel told the Israeli Academy of Science, "The Bible code is an established fact." THERE is still a great deal no one knows about the Bible code. Rips, who knows more than anyone, says it's like a giant jigsaw puzzle with thousands of pieces, and we only have a few hundred.

"When the Bible code becomes widely known, and people try to use it to predict the future, they should know it's complicated," says Rips. "All probabilities may be there, and what we do may determine what actually happens. Maybe it was done this way to preserve free will.

"The worst thing that could happen is that some people might interpret what they find in the Bible code as commandments, as telling them what to do-and it's not that, it is only information, and it may only be probabilities."

But if all probabilities are in the Bible code, it only raises the big question to a new level. How can each moment in human history be encoded? In the broad sweep of history, even the Rabin assassination and the Moon landing and Watergate are all just moments. How can they all be encoded in one book?

I asked Rips if there was any limit to the information that was in the code, how much of our history was hidden in the Bible.

"Everything," said the mathematician. He quoted again the statement he had read to me when we first met, the words of the eighteenth-century sage, the Genius of Vilna: "All that was, is, and will be unto the end of time is included in the Torah."

How could that be possible, the original text of the Old Testament was only 304,805 letters long?

"Theoretically there is no limit to the amount of information that could be encoded," said Rips. He took my legal pad and started writing down an equation. "If we have a finite set, we can look for the power set, and the set of all its subsets," he said. "And each element of each set can be on and off." On the notepad he had written down a formula: S, P(S), P(P(S)) _ P2(S) .... PK(S).

I couldn't understand the math, but I got the point. Even with a limited data base, there could be an endless number of combinations and permutations.

"At least 10 or 20 billion," said Rips. He explained the meaning of that number: "If you start counting from 1 and never stop day or night, it will take you 100 years to count up to 3 billion." In other words, the Bible code contains more information than we could even count, let alone find, in several lifetimes. And that doesn't take into account the "crossword puzzles" created when 2 or 3 or 10 different words are linked together. In the end, says Rips, the amount of information is incalculable, and probably infinite. 

And that is only the first, crudest level of the Bible code.

WE have always thought of the Bible as a book. We now know that was only its first incarnation. It is also a computer program. Not merely a book that Rips typed into a computer, but something that its original author actually designed to be interactive and ever-changing.

The Bible code may be a timed series of revelations, each designed for the technology of its age.

It may be some form of information we cannot yet fully imagine, something that would be as strange to us now as a computer would have been to desert nomads 3000 years ago.

"It is almost certainly many more levels deep, but we do not yet have a powerful enough mathematical model to reach it," says Rips. "It is probably less like a crossword puzzle, and more like a hologram. We are only looking 

at two-dimensional arrays, and we probably should be looking in at least three dimensions, but we don't know how to."

And no one can explain how the code was created.

Every scientist, every mathematician and physicist who understands the code, agrees that not even the fastest super-computers we have today-not all the Crays in the war room of the Pentagon, or all of the main-frames at IBM, not all of the computers now in the world working together-could have encoded the Bible in the way it was done 3000 years ago.

"I can't even imagine how it would be done, how anyone could have done it," says Rips. "It is a mind beyond our imagination."

The computer program that reveals the Bible code is almost certainly not the last form the Bible will take. Its next incarnation probably already exists, waiting for us to invent the machine that will reveal it.

"But even what we do know how to find, we can probably never finish decoding," says Rips. "Even on that level, the information is probably infinite."

No one yet knows if each of us, and all of our past and all of our future, is in some still unknown higher-level code in the Bible, if it is in fact some Book of Life. But apparently every major figure, every major event in world history, can be found with the level of encoding we already do know.

All of the leaders in World War II - "Roosevelt," "Churchill," "Stalin," "Hitler"-are there. "America" and "revolution" and 1776 ("5536") appear together. "Napoleon" is encoded with "France," but also with "Waterloo" and "Elba." The revolution that changed the 20th century, the communist "revolution" in "Russia," is encoded with the year it triumphed, 1917 ("5678").

Great artists and writers, inventors and scientists from ancient to modern times are also encoded in the Bible. "Homer" is identified as the "Greek poet." "Shakespeare" is foretold in a single code sequence that spells out not only his name but his deeds: "Shakespeare"-"presented on stage" "Hamlet"-"Macbeth."
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"Beethoven" and "Johann Bach" are both encoded as "German composers," and "Mozart" is identified as a "composer" of "music." "Rembrandt" is encoded with "Dutch" and "painter." "Picasso" is called "the artist."

Every major advance in modern technology appears to be recorded. The "Wright Brothers" are encoded with "airplane." "Edison" is encoded with both "electricity" and "light bulb." "Marconi" is encoded with "radio."

The two scientists who defined the universe for the modern world, "Newton" and "Einstein," are both encoded in the Bible, each with his major discovery.
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"Newton," who explained the mechanics of our solar system, how the planets are held in place by the force of gravity, appears with "gravity." Even Newton's own search for a code in the Bible that would reveal the future is encoded in the Bible. "Bible code" also appears with "Newton."

"Einstein" is encoded once. "They prophesied a brainy person" appears in the same place. The word "science," overlapped by the words "a new and excellent understanding," cross his name. And right above "Einstein" the hidden text states, "He overturned present reality."

His "theory of relativity" is also encoded. In fact, the full understanding of the universe that eluded Einstein, the Unified Field Theory, may also have been encoded in the Bible 3000 years ago. With his name, the one time it appears, and again with the theory of relativity, the code gives the same clue: "Add a fifth part."

Apparently the answer that Einstein was seeking will be found not in our three dimensions of space, or in his fourth dimension of time, but in the fifth dimension that all quantum physicists now agree exists.

"The most ancient religious texts," noted Rips, "also state that there is a fifth dimension. They call it `a depth of good and a depth of evil.'"

Heaven and Hell? It's the kind of question that once preoccupied the world, but that few scientists, and fewer reporters, take seriously anymore. But the Bible code forces us to ask the biggest questions.

DOES it prove there is a God?

For Eli Rips, the answer is yes. "The Bible code is firm scientific proof," the mathematician states. But Rips believed in God before he found the evidence.

Many others will also say that we now have the first secular evidence of His existence. I am persuaded only that no human could have encoded the Bible in this way.

We do have the first scientific proof that some intelligence outside our own does exist, or at least did exist at the time the Bible was written.

I do not know if it is God. I only know that no human being could have encoded the Bible 3000 years ago, and accurately foretold the future.

If the Rabin assassination, and the Gulf War, and the collision of a comet with Jupiter are all encoded, and they clearly are, then some intelligence very different from our own did it.

The Bible code demands that we accept what the Bible itself can only ask us to believe-that we are not alone.

But the code does not exist simply to announce the existence of the encoder. The Bible was encoded to sound a warning.




Chapter Two - Atomic Holocaust

THE plain words of both the Old and New Testaments predict that the "Final Battle" will begin in Israel, with an attack on the Holy City, Jerusalem, and finally engulf the entire world.

In Revelation, it is told this way: "Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the Earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle. They surrounded the camp of God's people, the city he loves. But fire came down from Heaven, and devoured them."

In the Bible code, only one world capital matches either "World War" or "atomic holocaust" -"Jerusalem."

On the day Rabin was killed I found the words "all his people to war" encoded in the Bible. The warning of total war was hidden in the same code matrix that predicted the assassination.

"All his people to war" appeared right above "assassin will assassinate," in the same place as "Yitzhak Rabin."

I immediately flew back to Israel.

The Rabin assassination changed everything. It was the first moment that the Bible code seemed entirely real to me, the moment when what was encoded became life and death fact. And now the code warned that the entire country was in danger.

While Israel mourned Rabin, I worked with Eli Rips at his home outside Jerusalem. We tried to decode the details of the new prediction-"all his people to war."
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Rips and I searched the Bible code for signs of a catastrophic conflict. We didn't yet know that the code warned of an atomic attack on Jerusalem. We had not yet found "World War."

But in the first computer run we did find the words "Holocaust of Israel." The "holocaust" was encoded one time, starting in a verse of Genesis where the patriarch Jacob tells his sons what will befall Israel in the "End of Days."

"The first question is when," said Rips, and he immediately checked the next five years, every year in the rest of the century. Suddenly he paled, and showed me the results.

The current Hebrew year, 5756-the end of 1995 and most of 1996 in the modern calendar-appeared in the same place as the predicted new "holocaust." 
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It was a starkly frightening table. The year actually joined "Holocaust of Israel." It was a perfect match. "5756" was spelled out in a verse of the Bible where the "holocaust" was encoded.

The year 2000, 5760 in the ancient calendar, was also a very good match. But the last year of the century seemed distant at that moment. In the second week of November 1995, in the days following the Rabin assassination, the overwhelming fact was the clear encoding of the "holocaust" with the current year.

"What are the odds?" I asked Rips. "A thousand to one," he said.

"What could cause a holocaust in modern Israel?" I asked. The only thing we could imagine was a nuclear attack. We now found it encoded in the Bible, a startling statement of modern danger in the ancient text-"atomic holocaust."

"Atomic holocaust" appeared only once. Three years in the next five were encoded in the same place-1996, 1997, and the year 2000. But again the year that caught our attention was the current year, 5756. "In 5756" was encoded just below "atomic holocaust."

"What are the odds that could happen twice by chance?" I asked. "A thousand times a thousand," said Rips.
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There were indications of danger all through the rest of the century, and beyond. If the Bible code was right, Israel would be in unprecedented danger for at least five years.

But only one other year was as clearly encoded with "atomic holocaust" as 1996-1945, the year of Hiroshima.

We looked again at the phrase "all his people to war," the statement that appeared with the Rabin assassination. The same words - `all his people to war"-were also encoded with "atomic holocaust." In fact, those words appeared three times in the plain text of the Bible, and were encoded twice with "atomic holocaust."

Rips again calculated the odds. Again, they were at least a thousand to one.

I asked Rips how likely it was that each element of the predicted danger -the war, the holocaust, the atomic attack-would be encoded against such high odds. "We have no way to calculate it," said Rips. "But it's in the range of many millions to one."

THE Bible code seemed to be predicting a new holocaust, the destruction of an entire country. If a nuclear war broke out in the Middle East, it would almost certainly trigger a global conflict, perhaps a World War.

And the events forecast were actually happening as predicted. A Prime Minister was already dead. I could not simply wait to see if the next prediction also came true.

We had information that might have saved Rabin, but failed to prevent his murder. Now we had information that might prevent a war. It was, for me, a truly bizarre situation. I had by chance stumbled onto a code in the Bible that clearly did reveal future events. But I was not religious, I didn't believe in God, and it all made no sense to me.

I had been a reporter at the Washington Post and the Wall Street Journal, I had written a book based on ten thousand documents, I was used to hard facts in our three dimensions. I was not a Bible scholar. I did not even speak Hebrew, the language of the Bible and the code. I had to learn it from scratch.

But I had found Rabin's assassination encoded in the Bible. Hardly anyone else knew that the code even existed. Only Rips knew that it also seemed to predict an atomic attack, another holocaust, perhaps a World War. And he was a mathematician, not a reporter. He had no experience dealing with government leaders. He had not been willing to warn Rabin. He was not ready to tell the new Prime Minister, Shimon Peres.

All of my reporter's instincts said that this new danger could not be real. All the Arab leaders had just come to Rabin's funeral. The peace seemed more secure than ever in late 1995.

"All his people to war" seemed a very remote threat. There had been no real war since Israel defeated Egypt and Syria in 1973. There had been no internal uprising since the Intifada ended with the Rabin-Arafat handshake in 1993. There had not even been a major terrorist attack in three years. Israel was more at peace than it had ever been since the modern state was established after World War II.

An "atomic holocaust" seemed more than unlikely. A "World War" seemed beyond belief. But I also had never really believed that Rabin would be killed. I just knew that his murder was encoded. And now Rabin was dead. 

He was killed, exactly as predicted, in 5756, the Hebrew year that began in September 1995.

I looked again at the new computer print-outs. "The next war" was encoded once in the Bible. "It will be after the death of the Prime Minister," stated the hidden text. The names "Yitzhak" and "Rabin" were encoded in the same verse.
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I was now certain that the Bible code did reveal the future. But I still did not know if every prediction came true. And I still did not know if the future could be changed.

 

As I lay awake wondering how I would get to Shimon Peres, and what I would tell him, the answer to the bigger question suddenly hit me.

In Hebrew, every letter in the alphabet is also a number. Dates and years can be written with letters, and in the Bible code always appear that way. The same letters that spelled out the current year, 5756, also formed a question.

The letters that stood for the numbers 5756, the year of the predicted holocaust, clearly spelled out a challenge for us all-"Will you change it?"
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Less than a week after Rabin's death, I sent a letter to the new Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, alerting him to the new danger encoded in the Bible.

My letter to Peres stated:

"There is a hidden code in the Bible that revealed the murder of Rabin a year before it happened.

"I am writing to you now because the Bible code states a new danger to Israel-an `atomic holocaust.'

"The information about the threatened `atomic holocaust' of Israel is detailed. The source of the danger is named, and it is predicted for this Hebrew year, 5756.

"I believe the danger can be averted, if it is understood. This is not religion. The solution is entirely secular."

The Prime Minister's first reaction was disbelief. "Astrologers and fortune-tellers are contacting me all the time with one warning or another," Peres told his long-time friend, a prominent member of the Labor party, Elhanan Yishai, when he delivered my letter on November 9.

Less than a week had passed since Rabin was killed. Peres had no time for predictions in a Bible code.

The Prime Minister's press secretary, Eliza Goren, was equally skeptical. She had been standing next to Rabin when he was shot, she had seen the letter I sent him a year earlier warning of the assassination, and still she could not believe the code was real.

"We're all rational people here, Michael," she said. "This is the twentieth century."

I am a reporter, not a fortune-teller. I did not want to make predictions. I did not want to be the man who flew around the world saying, "Beware the Ides of March."

And I had no idea if the danger of an "atomic holocaust" existed outside of the Bible code. But American nuclear terrorism experts told me that it was more than plausible. In fact, they said it was a near miracle it hadn't happened yet. The former Soviet Union was an open market, the radical Arab states were the most likely buyers, and Israel was the obvious target.

"Never before has an empire disintegrated while in possession of 30,000 nuclear weapons, 40,000 tons of chemical weapons, tons of fissile materials, and tens of thousands of scientists and technicians who know how to make these weapons, but do not know how to make a living," a U.S. Senate report on the Soviet black market stated.

A Russian official who investigated the theft of enriched uranium from a nuclear submarine base in Murmansk put it more simply: "Even potatoes are much better guarded."

I didn't have to talk to the experts to know that the danger was real. I had been in Moscow in September 1991, just weeks after the failed coup against Gorbachev, when the Soviet Union seemed to collapse overnight. Everything was up for sale.

I remembered meeting with a group of Russian military scientists, including some of the top nuclear weapons experts. None could afford a decent shirt. The cuffs of their sleeves and their collars were all torn and frayed. The senior scientist present, who had designed a major Soviet missile system, took me aside and offered to sell it to me. Obviously, Arab terrorists would have no trouble buying a bomb.

The danger stated in the Bible code might be real. But I had no way to confirm it, and no way to prevent it.

Several days after I arrived back in the United States, I finally reached the deputy chief of Israeli intelligence, Gen. Jacob Amidror. I expected him, like Peres, to dismiss the Bible code. The upper ranks of the Israeli government were then defiantly secular, and the military and intelligence officials were more secular than anyone.

I immediately assured Gen. Amidror that this was intelligence, not religion. "I'm not religious," I told him. "I'm an investigative reporter. To me, the Bible code is information, not religion."

"How can you say that?" replied Amidror. "How can you say it's not God? This was encoded in the Bible 3000 years ago."

Amidror, it turned out, was religious. He not only accepted the code as real, he accepted it as the word of God. In the almost totally secular higher ranks of Israeli intelligence, I had reached the one man who needed no assurance of the Bible code.

But Amidror said he could find no evidence of the stated danger in the real world. "If there's a danger, it's from the other realm," he said. "In that case, all we can do is pray."

JUST after New Year's day in 1996 Peres' top military advisor, Gen. Danny Yatom, called me in New York. "The Prime Minister read your letter, and he read your letter to Rabin," said Yatom. "He wants to meet with you."

I flew back to Israel, and to prepare for my meeting with Peres, went back to work with Eli Rips.

We re-checked all the math. Rips typed "holocaust of Israel" and the current Hebrew year "5756" into his computer. They matched. The odds were a thousand to one. He typed in "atomic holocaust" and the year. Again they matched. The odds were more than a thousand to one, 8 in 9800.

Who would launch an atomic attack against Israel? Who was the enemy? 

Crossing "atomic holocaust" were the words "from Libya." And "Libya" appeared two more times on the same table.

The name of Libya's leader, "Kaddafi," was encoded in the last book of the Bible, in a verse that stated: "The Lord shall bring a nation against thee from afar, which will swoop down like a vulture."

And the words "Libyan artillery" were also encoded, again with the current year, "5756." The odds that the weapon would be encoded with the year were again at least a thousand to one.
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"Atomic artilleryman" was also encoded in the Bible, and the exact location seemed to be stated. It was "the Pisgah," a mountain range in Jordan, the same mountains Moses climbed to see the Promised Land.

When I checked the plain text of the Bible, the first verse that mentioned the Pisgah also stated, almost openly, "Weapon here, in this place, camouflaged."

It seemed beyond belief that the actual words of the Old Testament, written 3000 years ago, would reveal the location of an atomic weapon about to be fired against Israel. And yet, if the danger was real, if a "holocaust of Israel," if an "atomic holocaust" was imminent, then it was perfectly logical.

If there really was a code in the Bible, if it really did tell the future, then of course this very moment when the land of the Bible might be obliterated, when the people of the Bible might be wiped out, would be the warning that was most clearly encoded, important enough even to be stated in the plain text.

"It's very consistent," said Rips. "It's clearly intentional."

Rips confirmed that the atomic attack was clearly encoded, against very long odds, that mathematically it was beyond chance. But he was nervous about my meeting with Peres.

"The Almighty may have guarded the future from the eyes of anyone not intended to see it," said Rips.

On January 26, 1996, 1 met with Shimon Peres at the Prime Minister's office in Jerusalem, and warned him of the encoded atomic attack.

At our meeting, the Prime Minister asked only one question: "If it's predicted, what can we do?"

"It's a warning, not a prediction," I answered. I told him I believed that the Bible encodes probabilities, that nothing was pre-determined. "What we do determines the outcome," I said.

I gave Peres two computer print-outs from the Bible code. One showed the words "holocaust of Israel" encoded with the current Hebrew year, 5756. 

On the other, the words "atomic holocaust" appeared, again with the current year. I told him that the odds of that happening by chance were at least 1000 to 1.

Peres interrupted: "A thousand to one it will happen?"

No one could state the odds of the holocaust actually happening, I explained. No one yet understood the code well enough to do that. But the odds against 1996 twice matching the danger in the code were at least 1000 to 1. Mathematically, it was beyond chance.

"If the Bible code is right, Israel will be in danger for the rest of this century, for the next five years," I told the Prime Minister. "But this year may be critical."

The source of the danger appeared to be Libya. I showed Peres that in the code "Libya" crossed "atomic holocaust."
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"I don't know if that means an attack will be launched from Libya, or from elsewhere by terrorists supported by Libya," I said. "My own guess is that Kaddafi will buy an atomic device from one of the former Soviet republics, and that terrorists will use it against Israel."

Peres took it all in quietly.

It was clear that he had carefully read my letter to him, and that he had not forgotten the letter I sent Rabin a year before the assassination.

He asked no deep philosophical questions about the Bible code. He never mentioned God. He did not ask if his own name was encoded, a natural question after Rabin was killed. He had only one thing on his mind, the stated danger to Israel.

He did not seem surprised by the threat of an atomic attack. Peres had been in charge of creating Israel's own nuclear weapons at a top secret military base in Dimona. He knew how easily a nuclear device could be converted to terrorist use.

"I don't know if Israel is in any actual danger," I told the Prime Minister before I left. "I only know that it is encoded in the Bible."

The next day, January 27, 1996, Libya's leader Muammar Kaddafi made a rare public statement. He called on all Arab countries to acquire nuclear weapons.

"The Arabs, who are threatened by Israel, have a right to buy nuclear weapons in any way possible," he said.

When Kaddafi issued his statement, I was on top of Mount Nebo in Jordan, the peak of the Pisgah mountains that Moses climbed to see the Promised Land, the range of mountains above the Dead Sea that the Bible code identified as the launch site for an atomic attack.

There seemed to be an almost open statement in the Bible code that the weapon was here. "Under the slopes of the Pisgah" crossed "atomic artilleryman."
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And the line right above that was like the X on a map.

There, the original verse of the Bible read, "In order that you prolong thy days on Earth." It was a curious passage to cross "atomic artillery," and the same verse also crossed "atomic holocaust."

It seemed to offer hope that the attack could be prevented. A hidden message in that verse of the Bible told how.

In Hebrew the same letters that spell out "in order that you prolong" also spell the words "address" and "date." The address was clear. It was the mountain range in Jordan, "the Pisgah," the location of the atomic weapon that appeared right below "address."

But we could not find the date. We knew where to look, but not when. Nonetheless I went there, and that's where I was standing when Kaddafi made his threat, the day after I met with Peres.

There were three miles of barren hills and desert wadis "under the slopes of the Pisgah," any one of which could conceal an artillery piece, or missile launcher. Nuclear terrorism experts back in the U.S. had told me that an atomic artillery shell could be carried in a backpack by one strong man, easily by two men. And there were thousands of atomic artillery shells scattered throughout the former Soviet Union, each capable of destroying an entire city.

It was eerie to stand there, where Moses might have stood, and look across the Dead Sea at Israel, within plain sight on the other side of the water, knowing that somewhere in the surrounding hills and wadis Libyan terrorists might be preparing to launch a nuclear warhead against Tel Aviv or Jerusalem.

I was back in Jerusalem one day later to meet with Danny Yatom, the General who set up my meeting with Peres and who was about to be named chief of Israel's famed intelligence agency, the Mossad.

Yatom was just back from the failed Washington peace talks with Syria , but he had already talked to Peres about our meeting.

"Did he take it seriously?" I asked Yatom. 

"He met with you," said the General.

We discussed in more detail the danger of an "atomic holocaust" encoded in the Bible. Yatom wanted to know when and where. I told him what was indicated, but added, "The place, the date may be only probabilities. We might be wrong about every detail, but right about the overall danger."

Yatom asked me the same question Peres had asked-"If it's encoded what can we do?"

"You can't stop a comet from striking Jupiter," I said. "But you can certainly stop Libya from attacking Israel."

Three days later, in a speech in Jerusalem, Peres for the first time said in public that the greatest danger facing the world was that nuclear weapons would "fall into the hands of irresponsible countries, and be carried on the shoulders of fanatics."

It was a clear re-statement of the warning in the Bible code-that Kaddafi would buy an atomic device, and that Libyan-backed terrorists would use it against Israel .

But if the Bible code was right, Peres was wrong. It was not the greatest danger facing the world.

"If this is real at all," I told Gen. Yatom, "it's the beginning of the danger, not the end."




Chapter Three - All His People To War ON Sunday morning February 25, 1996, Israel was hit by the worst terrorist attack in three years. A Palestinian suicide bomber blew up a bus at the rush hour in Jerusalem, killing 23 people.

Over the next nine days two more terrorist bombings in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv brought the death toll to 61, shattered the peace in the Middle East, and plunged Israel back into a state of war.

I had known the day the wave of terror would begin since the day Rabin died. Right above "assassin will assassinate" there was a second prediction -"all his people to war."

Those same words appeared twice more in the Bible, both times with a date: "From 5th Adar, all his people to war." Adar 5th was the same date in the ancient Hebrew calendar as February 25, 1996.

The ominous warning of the Bible code - `all his people to war"-had come true on the exact day the code predicted.

Again, as when Rabin was killed, I was shaken. The bombings actually shook me less than the new proof that the Bible code was real.

Four months earlier, when Israel was at peace, when the peace seemed so secure that leaders of the Arab world came to Rabin's funeral, the Bible code had predicted that by the end of February Israel would be at war.

One month earlier, when I met with Prime Minister Peres, that prediction still seemed so unlikely that I was afraid to tell him, and undermine my warning of an "atomic holocaust."

And now, on the very day the Bible had predicted 3000 years ago, the war had started, and Peres himself declared that Israel was at war, "a war in every sense of the word."

It was a chilling confirmation of the Bible code's accuracy, and all the details of the three suicide attacks were also encoded.

"Autobus" and "Jerusalem" and "bombing" all appeared together. Even the street where Palestinian terrorists twice blew up buses, two Sundays in a row, was named in the Bible-"Jaffa Road." The month and year, "Adar 5756," the Hebrew date equivalent to February and March 1996, was encoded with the exact location of the attacks, and the word "terror."
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In fact, in the hidden text of the Bible where "autobus" is encoded there was a complete description of the early morning attacks: "fire, great noise, they awoke early, and they will ride, and there will be terror."
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The final terrorist attack, a suicide bombing in the heart of Tel Aviv that brought the death toll to 61, on March 4, 1996, was also detailed in the Bible code.

The name of the shopping center, "Dizengoff," appears with "Tel Aviv" and "terrorist." 

"Terrorist bombing" and "Tel Aviv" were also encoded together. The name of the terrorist group behind the attacks was encoded in the Bible with the weapon-"Hamas bomb"-and running through it was the year, "5756."

The carnage in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, the horrible image day after day of bodies torn to pieces, split Israel in half, divided the Arabs and the Jews, and brought a sudden bloody end to a peace that had seemed so certain. 

Twisted metal and torn flesh replaced the image of the famous handshake between the now slain Israeli Prime Minister Rabin and the Palestinian leader Arafat.

When Rabin was killed, there was only the shock of his death, and of the Bible code's reality. When the bombings began on the exact date the code predicted, the shock was greater. Because I now knew that the code also predicted an "atomic holocaust," a "holocaust of Israel," a "World War."

And the ominous warning-"all his people to war"-that was encoded with the Rabin assassination, the warning that so accurately predicted the exact date the new wave of terrorism would begin, also predicted a far greater danger.

Two times those same words - `all his people to war"-appeared in the Bible code with "atomic holocaust."

ON the last day of April 1996, after Prime Minister Peres met with President Clinton, I met again with Gen. Danny Yatom at the Israeli Embassy in Washington.

Yatom had just been appointed chief of the Mossad, Israel 's secret intelligence agency. He came out from a diplomatic reception to meet with me. 

We stood alone outside the Embassy gate, apart from the crowd of dignitaries in the courtyard. Around the entire perimeter, legions of police, Secret Service agents with night-vision scopes, and Israeli security men with guard dogs were on patrol.

I gave Yatom a map of ancient Israel, highlighting the mountain where Moses stood in Jordan to view the Promised Land.

"If one staging area for an atomic attack on Israel seems most likely, this is it," I told him. Yatom tore open the envelope. "If the danger is real at all, it might be immediate," I said. "May 6th, at night, is indicated."

In fact, we had not yet been able to find any date clearly encoded. "May 6th" was indicated, but the letter combination that spelled it in Hebrew came up so often in the Bible that it had no clear meaning. Mathematically, it was meaningless.

Still, it was the only apparent date, and it was now just a week away.

"I don't know if that date has any real meaning," I told Yatom. "But the Bible code did predict the exact date of the first bus bombing. You may have only one week to check this out."

May 6th came and went without incident. Yatom found no weapon. Israel was not attacked.

But just when I was ready to doubt the Bible code, it once more came true.

A week before Israel's historic May 29, 1996, election-a vote that would decide if it pursued the peace sealed by the handshake between Rabin and Arafat-I found the outcome predicted in the Bible code.

"Prime Minister Netanyahu" was encoded in the Old Testament, and the word "elected" crossed his name. On the same line, in the same verse of the Bible, was his nickname, "Bibi."

[image: ]

 

I did not believe it would happen. Benjamin Netanyahu was the proclaimed opponent of the peace plan. Shimon Peres was its architect, and the rightful heir to Yitzhak Rabin. I was sure that Israel would not turn back, even after the wave of terrorist bombings.

I was certain that Peres would be re-elected. All the polls agreed. No one expected Netanyahu to win.

The day before the vote, I called Eli Rips and told him that I had found "Prime Minister Netanyahu" encoded in the Bible. It was Rips who discovered that "elected" ran across his name. Statistically, it was beyond chance. The odds were better than 200 to l.

If Netanyahu did win, the Bible code seemed to predict that he would soon die. "Surely he will be killed" actually ran right across "Prime Minister Netanyahu" in the Bible.

On the next line, again running across his name, was the Biblical threat of premature death: "his soul will be cut off." It is the phrase used specifically to describe the death of a man before he reaches age 50. Netanyahu was 46.

His death was not as clearly predicted as Rabin's. The odds that it would be encoded with his name were 100 to 1. The Rabin assassination was encoded against odds of 3000 to 1.

But there was death all over the table that predicted Netanyahu's election. "Murdered" appeared twice. The code also seemed to state that he might die in a war. The full hidden text predicting his death said: "his soul will be cut off in a battle."

The note I made to myself the day before the election stated, "If I were going only by the Bible code, I would have to say that Netanyahu, if elected, will not live out his term of office."

But I was not worried. I did not believe the Bible code could be right this time. I did not believe that Netanyahu would die. I was certain that Netanyahu would not even win the election.

ON May 29, 1996, as the Bible code had predicted, Benjamin Netanyahu was elected Prime Minister of Israel.

The vote was so close-50.4 to 49.6 percent-that the outcome was not certain until two days after the election. It was a dead heat finally determined by absentee ballots.

And yet it was encoded in the Bible 3000 years ago.

The White House, the PLO, the pollsters, and the entire Israeli press were all caught by surprise. No one expected Netanyahu to win. Like everyone else, I went to sleep the night of the election thinking Peres had won, and woke up to discover that Netanyahu was the new Prime Minister.

Again, I was shocked. I had the same sense of horror I felt when Rabin was assassinated, and when the wave of terror began on the predicted date. The big surprise was not Netanyahu's upset of Peres, but the fact that it had been foreseen 3000 years ago.

Once more, the Bible code was right, and I was wrong. It was not merely confirming my own instincts, or predicting the obvious. It was, instead, consistently revealing in advance things no one expected to happen.

The danger of an "atomic holocaust" suddenly seemed very real again. It was not only that the Bible code itself seemed real again, but also that "Netanyahu" was encoded with the entire sweep of events that led to the horror, starting with the Rabin assassination and ending with an atomic attack.

It was like the pieces of a puzzle coming together, slowly, inexorably completing some horrible picture.

"NETANYAHU" fit into place right between "Yitzhak Rabin" and his assassin "Amir," right above the words I had found the day Rabin was shot, "All his people to war."




[image: ]

And I now saw that running across the name "Amir" were the words "he changed the nation, he will make them evil." It was as if the crazed gunman had replaced the peacemaker Rabin with the man who would now lead "all his people to war," Netanyahu.

And with "Netanyahu" appeared words of Biblical terror-"for the great horror, Netanyahu." Those same words, suggesting an event so awful it has no equivalent outside of the cosmic scale of the Bible, appear again with the prediction of his election, the only time "Prime Minister Netanyahu" is encoded.

And the same words - `for the great horror, Netanyahu"-appeared a third time. They were encoded with "atomic holocaust."

The day after the new Prime Minister made his victory speech, I called his father in Jerusalem.

Ben-Zion Netanyahu is one of his son's closest advisors, the elder of an old Zionist family, whose own father upon coming to Israel changed the family name to a word that in Hebrew means "given by God." Professor Netanyahu is a scholar of the Inquisition, of the ancient origins of the assault on the Jews that led to Hitler's Holocaust.

Bibi meets with him every Saturday. But when Ben-Zion Netanyahu received my letter Friday morning, he didn't wait. He gave it to the Prime Minister the same day. My letter stated:

"I have asked your father to give you this letter, because I have information suggesting a threat to Israel that you must understand personally to confront.

"The threat is revealed by a hidden code in the Bible that has accurately foretold events that happened thousands of years after the Bible was written.

"It predicted the Rabin assassination, it predicted the exact date the terrorist bombings this year would begin, and it also predicted your election. 

"Now it warns of an `atomic holocaust.'

"I do not know if Israel is actually in danger. I only know that the danger is encoded in the Bible.

"I take it seriously, because it predicted that Rabin would die in 5756, that terrorists would strike on February 25th, and that you would be Prime Minister.

"If the threat of an 'atomic holocaust' is also real, there may be only a short time to prevent it. We have found new information that may reveal a date."

WE had finally found the day that Israel might be attacked-the last day of the Hebrew year 5756, September 13, 1996.

"Holocaust of Israel" was encoded with "29 Elul"-the date in the ancient Hebrew calendar equivalent to September 13. "Atomic weapon" was also encoded with "29 Elul."

It was exactly three years from the day of the famous handshake between Yitzhak Rabin and Yasir Arafat on the White House lawn. If September 13, 1993 was the beginning of peace after 4000 years of war between Arabs and Jews, then September 13, 1996, might be the final horrible blow in that endless battle.

Six weeks before the predicted date of the "atomic holocaust," I flew back to Israel. No meeting with the new Prime Minister had yet been arranged. In Israel, I first went to see Eli Rips. The Prime Minister's father had already called him, and while I was there Rips returned Ben-Zion Netanyahu's phone call.

The mathematician told him that the Bible code did appear to state that Israel faced an atomic attack. He said that it was clearly encoded against very great odds. But he also said that no one knew if there was any real danger.

"There is a code in the Bible," said Rips. "But we do not know if it is always predictive."

"The words `atomic holocaust' and `holocaust of Israel' do appear with the current year," he added. "But no one knows if that means the danger is immediate, or inevitable, or if there is any actual danger at all."

"What is clear," Rips told the Prime Minister's father, "is that the words stating the danger are intentionally encoded."

"He'll meet with you," said Rips when he got off the phone. "He expressed amazement, but he said he would meet with you."

"IF this is real, then I will believe in God, not only God, but the God of Israel, and I will have to become religious," said Ben-Zion Netanyahu as I entered his living room.

It was a large statement for the defiantly secular Zionist, one of the Jews who relied on guns, not God, to create the new nation after World War II. I told him that I did not believe in God, and was not religious.

"How can you say that?" demanded Netanyahu. "It has to be supernatural. No man did this. If there is a code in the Bible, then it is 2000 or 3000 years old. And it reveals what happens now. If it's real, there is a God."

"So, why have you come to see me?" he asked, without pausing. "Because the Bible code states that Israel is in unprecedented danger, and the Prime Minister needs to know," I said.

"The Prime Minister already knows that," he said. "I know that. We don't need a code in the Bible to tell us that."

"But the code states that Israel faces an `atomic holocaust,' possibly this year," I said.

I showed him the Bible code print-outs. The prediction of the Rabin assassination. The prediction of his son's election. The two predictions of a "holocaust of Israel " and an "atomic holocaust." 

"If this is really encoded, then it was encoded by a supernatural being so much more advanced than us, that we are ants. How can we stop it?" asked Netanyahu.

Netanyahu and Rips, indeed everyone I met with, seemed to assume that if the code was real, it must be from God. I did not.

I could easily believe that it was from someone good, who wanted to save us, but was not our Creator. Clearly it was not someone omnipotent, or he would simply prevent the danger, instead of encoding a warning.

All I said to the Prime Minister's father, however, was that nothing was pre-determined, that what we did would decide the outcome.

"I will talk to my son," said Netanyahu. "I will try to set up a meeting."

WHILE I waited to hear back from the Prime Minister, I looked at the evidence in the Bible code that Israel was in danger.

The only encoding of "the next war" again caught my attention. When I first found it, it had seemed clear confirmation of a link between the Rabin assassination and the threatened atomic holocaust.

Right above "the next war" the hidden text of the Bible stated, "It will be after the death of the Prime Minister." In the same verse the names "Yitzhak" and "Rabin" were also encoded.

But now, when I looked again, I saw that the same hidden text made a second prediction-"another will die."
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It was striking confirmation that Netanyahu also might be in danger, and it linked his predicted death to "the next war."

I went back to see his father, to tell him the one thing I had held back at our first meeting: the same code that predicted his son's election, also seemed to predict that he would die in office.

Ben-Zion Netanyahu had already lost one son. The Prime Minister's brother, Jonathan, had been killed while leading the famous commando raid on Entebbe that freed hundreds of hostages on July 4, 1976. In Israel, he was a national hero.

I did not want to tell the elder Netanyahu that his other son was now in danger. But if anyone could get through to the Prime Minister, it was the old man I now showed the new set of Bible code print-outs.

"Prime Minister Netanyahu" was encoded once in the Bible. The word "elected" ran across his name. "We found that a week before your son was elected," I said.

I showed him a second print-out. The word "Cairo" appeared with "Prime Minister Netanyahu." It was the first Arab capital he visited. The third printout showed the words "to Amman," again in the same place as "Prime Minister Netanyahu." His trip to Jordan's capital was set for the following week.

"The first three predictions have already come true," I said. "I think we must also take the fourth prediction seriously."

I handed the Prime Minister's father the fourth print-out. The words "surely he will be killed" crossed "Prime Minister Netanyahu."
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The code made it seem inevitable. I assured the elder Netanyahu that it was only a probability, not a determined fact.

He asked to see again the prediction of Rabin's assassination, and looked at it silently for a moment.

And he said again that he would talk to his son.

"I saw my son this evening," Ben-Zion Netanyahu told me the day before I was scheduled to leave Israel. "He doesn't want to meet."

"Bibi is not a mystic, he's very practical, very hard-headed, and he just doesn't believe this," his father said.

It was hauntingly like the words Rabin's friend used, when I tried to warn him of the predicted assassination: "He won't believe you. He's not at all a mystic. And he is a fatalist."

And now Rabin was dead.

I flew back to New York and sent a final letter to Prime Minister Netanyahu. He received it just before the Hebrew New Year. My letter stated: "According to the code, Israel will be in danger for the next four years, but this year may be critical, and the days just before Rosh Hashanah may be the moment."

The final countdown now began. The Bible code had yet again been proven real, accurately predicting an Israeli election that every poll called wrong, just as it had accurately predicted the day a wave of terror would begin, just as it had accurately predicted the year Rabin would be killed.

But as September 13, 1996, the day of the predicted holocaust, drew near, the new Prime Minister refused to heed the warning.

It was three years from the day of the Rabin-Arafat handshake. Rabin was now dead, as the Bible code predicted. The peace was now dead, as the Bible code predicted. Peres, the architect of the peace, had been replaced by Netanyahu, the opponent of the peace, as the Bible code predicted.

Everything stated for 5756, the year of the predicted "atomic holocaust," had come true. As the year came to an end I could not forget the question spelled out by the Hebrew letters that also spelled the year, the challenge seemingly addressed to us now-"Will you change it?"

And then I found that 5756 was also encoded with the "End of Days."




Chapter Four - The Sealed Book

THE two great Biblical Apocalypses, the Book of Daniel in the Old Testament and the Book of Revelation in the New Testament, are predictions of unprecedented horror, to be fully revealed when a secret book is opened at the "End of Days."

In Revelation, it is the book sealed by "seven seals" that can be opened only by the Messiah: "And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 

And no man in Heaven, nor in Earth, neither under the Earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon."

In Daniel, which is the original version of the same story, an angel reveals the ultimate future to the Hebrew prophet, and then tells him, "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the End."

It was these two verses that caused Isaac Newton to look for a code in the Bible.

The End is foretold four times in the original five books. I checked the first, where the patriarch Jacob tells his twelve sons "what will befall you in the End of Days."

In the Bible code, "5756" appeared in the same place.

"In 5756" ran right across "in the End of Days." It is the year in the ancient Hebrew calendar that began in September 1995 and ended in September 1996. No other year in the next ten matched. The odds that the current year would be encoded with the "End of Days" by chance were 100 to 1.
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I could not believe that the Apocalypse started now.

I checked the second statement of the End Time in the Bible. Here Moses tells the people of Israel "all the things that will come upon thee at the End of Days." It was encoded with the Rabin assassination.

I checked the third. Just before Moses died, in his final speech to the ancient Israelites, he again warned that "evil will befall you in the End of Days." That was also encoded with the Rabin assassination.

I checked the fourth, where the mysterious sorcerer Balaam tells an ancient enemy of Israel "what this people shall do to thy people in the End of Days."

His Apocalyptic vision had a frightening ring of reality. It foretold a great battle in the Middle East, a future war between Israel and the Arabs, a terrible conflict that would bring many nations "everlasting ruin."

"I see it, but not now," said Balaam 3000 years ago. "I behold it, but it is not near."

In the Bible code, that prediction of the "End of Days" matched "atomic holocaust" and "World War."
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THERE was one other way the "End of Days" was foretold in the Bible. It was in the very last words of the Book of Daniel, right after the angel refuses to tell the prophet the details of an Apocalypse he says will last three and a half years.

"Go thy way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the End," says the angel. "You will stand up for thy inheritance at the End of Days."

I checked this final Biblical expression of the End Time in the Bible code. It also matched the current year, 1996. The odds that "in 5756" and "End of Days" would again appear together by chance were more than 200 to 1.
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I did a computer run of more than a hundred years. No other year in the next century matched both Biblical prophecies of the "End of Days."

The Bible code clearly stated that the End started now-that the current year, the year that in the modern calendar began in late 1995 and ended in late 1996, was the beginning of the long-prophesied Apocalypse.

But the code did not say when the "End of Days" would end.

I looked again at the last chapter of Daniel, where the secret book is sealed shut. There it is stated that the "sealed book" will reveal the details of a greater horror than the world has ever seen: "And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation."

The Bible code did appear to be a warning of the ultimate catastrophe. It was not clear when it would happen, but the code did seem to state that there would be a third "world War," an "atomic holocaust," the real Armageddon.

For more than four years I had been investigating the Bible code, and from the beginning I had known that both of the two major predictions of the End Time said that it would be fully revealed when a secret book was opened.

But until this moment I never realized that the Bible code might be the secret book.

Yet, if the Bible code was real, it could have only one purpose-to warn the world of an unprecedented danger.

Nothing short of that could explain a 3000-year-old code in the one book most central to the world. And the danger must be right upon us, or we would not be finding the Bible code now.

Some intelligence that could see the future encoded the Bible. It knew when the danger would exist. It designed the code to be found by a technology that would not exist until then.

Could the Bible code be the "sealed book"? It was sealed, with a kind of time-lock, that could not be opened until the computer was invented.

Had we really opened the "sealed book"? Could this really be the "End of Days"?

I remembered Eli Rips' caution that the Bible code was like a giant jigsaw puzzle with thousands of pieces, and we had only a handful. A picture was clearly emerging, but it was too large, and too horrifying to believe.

I flew back to Israel, and met again with Rips at his home in Jerusalem. We looked together at the place in the Bible where the two Biblical statements of the "End of Days" were encoded together, and where they both were encoded with the current year.

"Can you believe this is real?" I asked Rips. 

"Yes," he said quietly.

"Do you think that the Bible code might be the `sealed book'?" I asked. The mathematician who discovered the Bible code had also never realized that the code might be the prophesied "sealed book," the secret text that the Bible itself states will be opened as a final revelation in the "End of Days."

"Obviously, if the danger that is encoded is real, if there is an `atomic holocaust,' it would fulfill the prophecy in Daniel," said Rips.

He opened his Bible, and read aloud the famous words: "And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation."

The secret book, Rips agreed, had been designed to be opened now. "That is why Isaac Newton could not do it," said Rips. "It was `sealed until the time of the End.' It had to be opened with a computer."

I told Rips that I did not really believe that there would be an "End of Days," much less that it would begin now.

"I am convinced that the ancient commentary is true," said Rips. "It states that there will be a terrible time before the coming of the Messiah."

I told Rips that I could not believe in a supernatural salvation. I was certain that the only help that we were going to get was the Bible code itself. 

I could hardly believe even that.

I looked again at the place where the "End of Days" was encoded with "in 5756." Two other words stood out in that code matrix. The name of Rabin's assassin, "Amir." And the word "war." 

"Amir" was spelled out in the same skip sequence as "End of Days," right where it crossed the year Rabin was killed. And right below the year was the word "war."
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It was not clear when the predicted "war" would begin, but it was clear that the code was intended for this moment in time.

The "End of Days" was no longer some mythical event in the distant future. According to the Bible code, it had already begun. This was the beginning of the long-prophesied Apocalypse.

But both the danger and its prevention seemed to be encoded. "Plague" was there, but also "peace," and a word that could be read either as a plea or a command-"Save!"
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Rips opened his Bible to Daniel again, and pointed to the words that immediately followed the prediction of an unprecedented "time of trouble"-"And at that time thy people shall be rescued, everyone who shall be found written in the book."

Had the "sealed book" been opened, perhaps just in time, to warn us of the ultimate danger, the long-threatened "End of Days"?

I could not believe it.

I never believed there would be an Apocalypse. I had always assumed that it was an empty threat, the club all religions used to keep people in line.

All through history doomsayers thought they saw in the Bible predictions that the world would end in their own times. They read the words of Daniel and Revelation and were sure it was a picture of the present moment.

The keepers of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the zealots who hid copies of nearly all the books of the Bible in caves above the Dead Sea more than 2000 years ago, were certain that the Final Battle was right upon them.

The early Christians believed that the New Testament clearly stated that the End would come in their own lifetimes. Did not Christ warn, "This generation shall not pass till all these things have happened"?

In every succeeding age someone arose to say the End was now. At the first millennium, in the year 1000 AD. At every time of war and crisis. And they always quoted the Bible, and they were always certain that they had pierced the veil, seen through the symbolic language and knew exactly when the End was coming.

And they were always wrong.

But no serious scientist had ever before found a computerized code in the Bible, a mathematically proven fact that had been confirmed by every other scientist who actually examined it.

And no one had ever before found a code that accurately predicted real events in the real world. No one before had found names and dates in advance. No one before had found the name of a comet and the day it would strike Jupiter. No one before had found the name of a Prime Minister, and the name of his assassin, and. the year he would be killed. No one before had found the exact day a war would begin.

The Bible code was different.

IF the Bible code was a warning to this world, where did it come from? Who could look 3000 years ahead, and encode the future into the Bible?

The Bible itself, of course, says that God is the author, that he dictated the original five books to Moses on Mount Sinai: "And the Lord said to Moses, Come up to me to the mountain, and I will give thee the tablets of stone, and the Torah."

It was, according to the Bible, a startling encounter.

In the pre-dawn stillness of the desert, there was suddenly a terrible thunder, and the black mountain towering above was illuminated by an explosive flash of lightning. Great flames shot out from the mountain top, as if the peak itself had been set afire, and in the growing light, the vast expanse of desert around it began to quake.

Startled awake by the thunder and the lightning, and the shaking of the ground beneath them, 600,000 men, women, and children rushed out of their tents, and stared up in terror at the mountain that now shook violently and smoked like a furnace. A ram's horn sounded above the thunder, and one man stepped forward toward the mountain.

Suddenly a voice called out to him from nowhere: "Moses, come up to the top of the mountain."

It was 1200 BC. According to the Bible, on the top of Mount Sinai Moses heard the voice we call "God." And that voice gave him the ten laws that defined Western civilization, the Ten Commandments, and it dictated to him the book that we call the Bible.

But when God says, "Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I will work miracles," the code says "computer."

The word "computer" appears six times in the plain text of the Bible, hidden within the Hebrew word for "thought." Four of the six anachronistic appearances of "computer" are in the verses of Exodus that describe the building of the Ark of the Covenant, the famous "Lost Ark" that carried the Ten Commandments.

The code suggests that even the writing of the laws on the two stone tablets may have been computer-generated. "And the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets," states Exodus 32:16. But encoded in that same verse is a hidden message: "it was made by computer."

The code must be describing a device far beyond any we have yet developed. The New York Times recently reported that mankind may be ready to take the next leap, to harness the world inside atoms and create "an information-processing method so powerful that it would be to ordinary computing what nuclear energy is to fire." This "quantum computer," said the Times, could perform in minutes calculations that would take the fastest super computers we now have hundreds of millions of years to complete.
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The astronomer Carl Sagan once noted that if there was other intelligent life in the universe some of it would have certainly evolved far earlier than we did, and had thousands, or hundreds of thousands, or millions, or hundreds of millions of years to develop the advanced technology that we are only now beginning to develop.

"After billions of years of biological evolution-on their planet and ours -an alien civilization cannot be in technological lockstep with us," wrote Sagan.

"There have been humans for more than twenty thousand centuries, but we've had radio only for about one century," wrote Sagan. "If alien civilizations are behind us, they're likely to be too far behind us to have radio. And if they're ahead of us, they're likely to be far ahead of us. Think of the technical advances on our world over just the last few centuries. What is for us technologically difficult or impossible, what might seem to us like magic, might for them be trivially easy."

The author of 2001, Arthur C. Clarke-who envisioned a mysterious black monolith that reappears at successive stages of human evolution, each time we are ready to be taken to a higher level-made a similar observation: "Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic."

What the Bible code suggests is that behind the "miracles" of the Old Testament there was an advanced technology.

The code calls it a "computer." But it may only be using the language we can understand. "History suggests that each age appeals to its most impressive technology as a metaphor for the cosmos, or even God," states the Australian physicist Paul Davies in his book The Mind of God.

Since the root of the same word that means "computer" in Hebrew also means "thought," when the Bible code reveals a "computer" behind the "miracles" it may actually be revealing a "mind."

But not a mind like ours, anymore than a computer like ours. THE one basic shared belief of all major religions is the existence of an outside, non-human intelligence, God.

If the Bible code proves one thing, it is that a non-human intelligence really does exist, or at least did exist at the time the Bible was written. No human could have looked thousands of years ahead, and encoded in that ancient book the details of today's world.

We have forgotten that the Bible is our best known story of a close encounter. The long-awaited contact from another intelligence actually took place long ago.

According to the Bible, it happened when a voice spoke out of nowhere to Abraham, and again when it spoke to Moses from a burning bush.

The Bible code is, in fact, an alternative form of contact scientists searching for intelligent life beyond this planet have suggested: "the discovery of an alien artefact or message on or near Earth."

Physicist Davies theorized that the "alien artefact" might be "programmed to manifest itself only when civilization on Earth crossed a certain threshold of advancement." That perfectly describes the Bible code. It had a time-lock. It could only be opened once computers had been invented.

The rest of Davies' vision is again a precise description of the Bible code: "The artefact could then be interrogated directly, as with a modern interactive computer terminal, and a type of dialogue immediately established. Such a device-in effect, an extraterrestrial time capsule-could store vast amounts of important information for us."

Davies, winner of the Templeton prize for science and religion, imagines "coming across the artefact on the Moon or on Mars" or "discovering it suddenly on the Earth's surface when the time is right."

In fact, we have always had it. It is the best known book in the world. We have just never recognized what it really was.

WHAT Moses actually received on Mt. Sinai was an interactive data base, which until now we could not fully access.

The Bible that "God" dictated to Moses was really a computer program. First it was carved in stone and written on parchment scrolls. Then it was bound into a book. But in the code it is called "the ancient computer program."

Now the computer program can be played back, and reveal the hidden truth about our past and our future.

The "Bible code" itself is encoded in the Bible, and the same words also mean, "He hid, concealed the Bible." The suggestion is that there is another Bible encoded within the story that is openly told in the Old Testament.

The computerized code clearly confirms that it is the "seal," the time-lock that until now has protected the hidden secrets. "Sealed before God" actually crosses "Bible code."
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And "computer" is encoded in the last chapter of Daniel, starting in the very verse that commands the prophet to "shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the End."
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The Bible code is the secret "sealed book."

PROPHECY, of course, is not unique to the code. It happens all through the Bible. The patriarch Jacob tells his twelve sons what will happen in the distant future. Moses reveals two possible futures to the ancient Israelites.

In fact, Jack Miles in his Pulitzer Prize-winning biography of God states, "It is the miracle of prediction-fortune-telling at the international level rather than any battlefield miracle that is expected to bring everyone to the worship of the true God."

But the Bible code for the first time gives us a direct line to the future. Instead of relying on prophets who see visions and interpret dreams, we can now access by computer an ancient code hidden in the Bible.

The code's existence is actually revealed in two well-known stories of ancient prophecy.

The best known fortune-teller in the Bible is Joseph. Sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, he rose to become the virtual ruler of Egypt, by telling the Pharaoh the future.

Joseph alone knew that the Pharaoh's dream of seven fat cows and seven lean cows foretold a great famine. His prediction saved all of Egypt from starvation.

"Can there be another person who has God's spirit in him as this man does?" the Pharaoh asks his court. And he says to Joseph, "Since God has shown you all this there is none so wise; according to thy word shall all my people be ruled."

The Pharaoh makes Joseph his regent and gives him anew name: "Zaphenath-Paneah."

It is always written that way, in every translation of the Bible, and, even in the original Hebrew, always treated as a name. Over the millennia, there have been many learned speculations on its meaning. Some say it is the Hebrew translation of an Egyptian name originally written in hieroglyphics. Scholars have guessed that it means "revealer of secrets." Others say it means, "the god speaks, and lives."

But, in fact, the supposed name has a very clear meaning in Hebrew: "decoder of the code." Perhaps no one has seen it before, because no one knew there was a code in the Bible.

So, the Bible calls Joseph "decoder of the code." An alternate translation suggests that he created the code for us to find now: "Joseph encoded, you will decode."

But Joseph cannot be the encoder. The Bible did not even exist until "God" dictated it to Moses on Mount Sinai hundreds of years after Joseph was dead.

Joseph's name in Hebrew means "it will be added." The full hidden text in Genesis 41:45 therefore really reads, "The code will be added, you will decode it."

Again in the Book of Daniel, what seems to be a story of ancient prophecy is really a revelation of the Bible code.

There, too, God awes the greatest ruler on Earth, the King of Babylon, by revealing the future. He foretells the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms. "Truly your God must be the God of gods and the Lord of kings, and the revealer of secrets, to have enabled you to reveal this secret," the King tells Daniel.

But the same words that in Hebrew mean "revealer of secrets" also mean "secret scroll." And the full hidden text states: "He revealed the secrets enough that you were able to reveal this secret scroll."

The Bible code is the "secret scroll."

Is the same "God" who revealed the future to Joseph, who revealed the future to Daniel, now through the Bible code also revealing the future to us?

It seemed to be once more, as Miles put it, "fortune-telling at the international level."

The Rabin assassination, and the year it would happen, were revealed in advance. The Gulf War, and the date it would start, were precisely foretold.

But I did not yet know if the predictions of a third "World War," of an "atomic holocaust," of the "End of Days" were also accurate.

And I wondered why "God" would reveal the danger, rather than simply prevent it.

"The God who is assisting Joseph," notes Miles, "was great enough to know what was going on, but not great enough to determine what would go on.

The same might be true of whoever encoded the Bible. He could see the future, but he could not change it. He could only hide in the Bible a warning.

The Book of Daniel, suggests Miles, presents human history as "a vast reel of film whose contents can be known before it is projected." God can "provide a preview."

The question was whether we by seeing the movie could change it, whether we by opening the "sealed book" could only know the horror of the "End of Days," or also prevent it.

"EVEN within a world created by an all-powerful and benevolent God, there can be a struggle between good and evil, whose outcome is uncertain," says Eli Rips.

The Bible code may be a set of probabilities. The sealed book might hold all our possible futures. Each predicted event appears to be encoded with at least two possible outcomes.

Rips agrees that the Bible code might have a positive and a negative strand, two opposing statements of reality intertwined: "As in court, an Advocate, and an Accuser."

"Possibly there are two opposing statements always encoded to preserve our free will, and it may be that the Bible code is written as a debate," said Rips. "According to the Midrash, the world was created twice-it was first conceived from the point of view of absolute judgement, right and wrong. 

Then God saw that the world could not exist this way, that there was no room for human imperfection, and he added mercy.

"But it's not like mixing hot and cold water and getting lukewarm, it's like mixing fire and snow and each preserves its separate existence. That may be the two strands in the Bible code."

Rips, however, does not believe that there are two encoders. "The Bible must have been encoded all at once by one mind," he insisted. "But it may encode two different points of view."

He opened the Bible to Isaiah 45:7, and read it to me: "I am the Lord and there is none else, I form the light, and create darkness; I make peace and create evil; I, the Lord, do all these things."

For Rips, as a mathematician and as a devout Jew, there is no need to ask the question, Who is the encoder?

The answer is obvious. The encoder, the Advocate and the Accuser are all one. It is God.

FOR me, it was not that simple. I had proof there was a code, but not proof there was a God. If the Bible code came from an all-powerful God, he would not need to tell us the future. He could change it himself.

The code seemed, instead, to be from someone good, but not all-powerful, who wanted to warn us of a terrible danger so we could prevent it ourselves.

The Book of Revelation states that the Final Battle will come by surprise, like a thief in the night. In fact, the words that come right before Armageddon are, "Behold, I come as a thief."

The Bible is a warning of sudden and inevitable doom.

But the real message of the Bible code is just the opposite. A warning is encoded in the Bible so that we can prevent the threatened Apocalypse. 

The truth is hidden in the last chapter of Daniel, the verses that describe the "sealed book."

They reveal that the secret book was designed to be found now. This year, 1997, in the ancient Hebrew calendar 5757, is encoded with the words, "He sealed the book until the time of the End." Right above that the hidden text states, "for you, the hidden secrets." And crossing "5757," again those same words, which also mean "for you, it was encoded."

But who was the encoder?

The last words spoken to Daniel-"Go thy way till the end be, for thou shalt rest, and stand up for thy inheritance at the End of Days"-have a second meaning.

They also tell the story of someone who has been struggling all through time to prevent a foreseen disaster, and bring history to a good end:

"You will persevere for the fate of everyone to the End of Days." 

Someone hid in the Bible a warning-the information we need to prevent the destruction of this world.
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Chapter Five - The Recent Past

"To see the future you must look backwards," states the Book of Isaiah.

So when I found that the Bible code stated that the Apocalypse was now -that the "End of Days" had already begun, that the real Armageddon might start with an atomic attack on Israel-since I had no way of investigating the future, I began to investigate the past.

The closest this world ever came to an Apocalypse, at least since the Flood, was World War II.

"World War," "Hitler," and "Holocaust" are all encoded together in the Bible, in the last book of the Old Testament. "This world devastated, World War" is spelled out in a single code sequence, the only time "World War" appears.

The names of all the World War II leaders - "Roosevelt," "Churchill," and "Stalin," in addition to "Hitler"-are in the Bible code. All the major combatants, "Germany," 

"England," "France," "Russia," "Japan," and the "United States," are also encoded with "World War."

The year the war began, 1939, is encoded with both "World War" and "A. Hitler," and the word "Nazi" appears in the same place. "The Holocaust" is encoded with 1942, the year that the "final solution," the mass extermination of all the Jews in Europe, was ordered.
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America 's sudden entry into the war, when the Japanese struck Pearl Harbor, is vividly told in the Bible code.

Encoded with "Roosevelt" is his title "President," and his December 7, 1941, declaration of war: "He gave the order to strike on the day of the great defeat."
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"Pearl Harbor" is encoded, and the words "destruction of the fortress" run across it. The naval base is identified as the location of "the fleet." It also appears with "World War" and December 7th-and "Hiroshima."

"Hiroshima" is spelled out with a skip sequence of 1945, the same as the year that the bomb was dropped. The impact of that first atomic bomb is also described-"Hiroshima to end shooting whole world"-at the point in Genesis where the plain text states, "And it repented the Lord that he had made man upon the Earth and it grieved him at his heart."

"Atomic holocaust" is encoded with "5705," the Hebrew year equivalent to 1945. The year actually crosses "atomic holocaust" the one time those words appear in the Bible.
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The immediate danger never seemed more real. If the last World War was so accurately encoded, then it was impossible to ignore the Bible code's warning of the next war.

 

"THE next war" was encoded in the Bible with a hidden text that stated, "it will be after the death of the Prime Minister."

All the assassinations that have changed the course of human history the murders of Abraham Lincoln and Mahatma Gandhi, Anwar Sadat and Yitzhak Rabin, and both John and Robert Kennedy-were foreseen in the Bible.

The only time "President Kennedy" appears, the next words in the same code sequence are "to die." The name of the city where he would be shot, "Dallas," was encoded in the same place.
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"Oswald" is encoded with "name of the assassin who will assassinate." The same words, from the same verse of the Bible, were encoded with "Yitzhak Rabin" and the name of his assassin, "Amir."

"Marksman" and "sniper" are also encoded with "Oswald," and there is even a precise description of how he would kill Kennedy-"he will strike in the head, death."
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Oswald's own death is also foretold in the code. The name of the man who shot him, "Ruby," appears with "Oswald," and the hidden text says "he will kill the assassin."
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The name of the slain President's brother, "R.F. Kennedy," also appears in the Bible. And the second Kennedy assassination was also predicted. In fact, the two murders are encoded together in the same place.

 

On a single table appear the words "President Kennedy to die"-"Dallas" - "R.F. Kennedy"-"second ruler will be killed."

Crossing the name "R.F Kennedy" is the name of his assassin, "S. Sirhan." And it is at the exact point that "Sirhan" and "Kennedy" cross that the hidden text states, "Second ruler will be killed."
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There is a striking pattern to assassinations in the modern world. It is the leaders who bring hope who are killed. And each of the murders is encoded in the Bible.

"A. Lincoln" is encoded twice, in Genesis and Deuteronomy. The name of his assassin, "Booth," appears three times in one verse of the Bible that crosses "Lincoln." And "assassinated" crosses "A. Lincoln" the only other time the name of the President who freed the slaves is encoded.

The man who led India's fight for freedom from colonial rule, Mahatma Gandhi, is encoded in the Book of Exodus. And his name, "M. Gandhi," is immediately followed in the Bible code by the words "he will be killed."

The murder of the other leader in the Middle East who, like Rabin, is best remembered for trying to bring peace, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, is also encoded. His name, the name of his assassin, Chaled Islambuli, and the date of the assassination, October 6, 1981, all appear together.

"Chaled will shoot Sadat" is on one table, and "he will assassinate" crosses "Sadat" on another where the Hebrew date "8 Tishri" also appears. Even the location, a "military parade," is encoded in the Old Testament.

Three thousand years ago every major assassination of the past two centuries was foreseen, and accurately detailed in the Bible code.

It was what I tried to tell Prime Minister Rabin, a year before he was also killed: "The only time your full name-Yitzhak Rabin-is encoded in the Bible, the words `assassin that will assassinate' cross your name.

"That should not be ignored, because the assassinations of Anwar Sadat and both John and Robert Kennedy are also encoded in the Bible."

The code said Rabin would be killed "in 5756," the Hebrew year that started in September 1995. The year was encoded with "Rabin assassination" and "Tel Aviv."

And now, Rabin was also dead, as predicted, where predicted, when predicted.

IF the Bible code was right, the "next war" would come after an assassination, but it would be triggered by an act of terrorism.

The Middle East was the center of world terrorism, and each of the bombings, the murders, the massacres, was encoded in the Bible.

The first attack I found was striking, because the 3000-year-old Bible code was ahead of the news. I was flying to Tel Aviv in December 1992, when the stewardess handed me the Jerusalem Post.

On the front page was a banner headline, "Border Policeman Kidnapped." I immediately ran his name, "Toledano," on the search program in my lap-top computer. It appeared only once, encoded in the Book of Genesis.

"Captivity of Toledano" stated the full code sequence. Adjoining the "d" in "Toledano" was the name of the city where he was kidnapped, "Lod." And the code also said, "He will die."
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The newspaper report said his fate was still unknown. The next day his body was found.

Later, when transcripts of the captured terrorists' confessions were published, one of the Palestinians recounted the moments following the kidnapping. He said that there was an argument among the three terrorists whether to kill the policeman, and claimed that he told the others, "Don't shed blood." Those same words appeared with "Toledano" in the Bible code.

The Bible code also foresaw the worst act of reverse terrorism in modern Israel, the February 1994 massacre of thirty Arabs praying at a mosque. The name of the killer, an Israeli doctor, "Goldstein," the name of the city where the murders took place, "Hebron," and the words "man from the house of Israel who will slaughter" all appeared together in the Bible.
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The site of the massacre reveals something about the ancient roots of the current danger in the Middle East, and how inextricably bound up it all is with the Bible.

The mosque was built on top of a temple, which was built on top of a tomb. It is believed to be the tomb where Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the Biblical patriarchs, are buried.

It has long been a flashpoint in the Arab-Israeli conflict. In 1929, there was another massacre in Hebron. Palestinians rioted, and killed 67 Jews, driving the survivors from the city. That, too, was foreseen in the Bible code. "Hebron" appears with the year of the riot ("5689"), and the full hidden text states, "Hebron, that evicted them."

Today, five hundred heavily armed Jews live in an enclave around the Tomb of the Patriarchs, and several hundred more in a nearby settlement called Kiryat-Àrba, surrounded by 160,000 Arabs. The Israeli settlers refuse to leave. They quote the Bible to stake their claim. Chapter 23 of Genesis states it clearly: "The field, and the cave that is in it, were deeded over to Abraham as a burying place."

Abraham bought the land as a tomb for his wife, Sarah, and his family 4000 years ago. The Arabs don't contest the ancient deed. They just note that Abraham was, according to the Bible, also their father.

The original words of Genesis state, "Sarah died in Kiryat-Arba, that is Hebron." The hidden text of the same verse states, "You will struggle in the city of the ambush, that is Hebron."

But as the 20th century comes to a close, random murders, even massacres on the scale of Hebron, are not the real danger. Terrorists wielding weapons of mass destruction are the new threat.

That threat emerged suddenly in two totally unexpected places, Tokyo and Oklahoma City. Yet both attacks were encoded in the Bible.

On March 20, 1995, there was a poison gas attack on the Tokyo subway by a lunatic religious cult, Aum Shinrikyo.

Twelve people were killed and more than 5000 injured when the German nerve gas Sarin, developed by Nazi scientists, was released in subway trains during the morning rush hour.

"The cult," noted a U.S. Senate report, "thus gained the distinction of becoming the first group, other than a nation during wartime, to use chemical weapons on a major scale." The committee vice chairman, Senator Sam Nunn, stated, "I believe this attack signals the world has entered into a new era.

"Aum Shinrikyo" was encoded in the Bible with "subway" and "plague." The word "gas" was encoded twice in the same place.

When Japanese police raided the religious cult's headquarters they found enough poison gas to kill 10 million people, every man, woman, and child in Tokyo.

The Doomsday cult had world-wide connections, at least a billion dollars in assets, and in addition to the nerve gas had also stockpiled vast quantities of germ warfare agents, including anthrax. It had even sent a team to Zaire to collect the deadly Ebola virus, and also tried to acquire nuclear weapons.

What might have happened-if Aum Shinrikyo's leaders had not been caught, its plans discovered, and its weapons seized-was also encoded in the Bible.

"Tokyo will be evacuated" was the unfulfilled prophecy, the probability that was prevented.

Encoded with "Tokyo, Japan" was the Biblical word for "plagues," the word used in the Bible for the Ten Plagues of Egypt, and the word right after that was "flying weapon."

"Airplane squadron" was also encoded with "plagues," and the poison gas "cyanide" and the incurable virus "Ebola" appeared in the same place. Later, Japanese police reported that documents seized at Aum's headquarters showed that the cult was planning a massive assault on Tokyo, using manned and robot helicopters equipped to spray deadly biological and chemical agents.

The group's leader, Shoko Asahara, predicted that the world was coming to an end. Before he was arrested, Asahara set a new date for Armageddon: 1996.

The year encoded with "Tokyo will be evacuated" was "5756," the date in the ancient Hebrew calendar equivalent to 1996.

A plague of Biblical proportions had almost been unleashed on Tokyo, and what might have happened was encoded in the Bible.

ONE month later, at 9 AM, on April 19, 1995, a truck bomb blew up the Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, killing 168 people, including 20 children. Within hours, the police arrested Timothy McVeigh, a former Army sergeant with ties to the militant right.

The Oklahoma bombing was the worst terrorist attack in American history. It was encoded in the Bible in nearly the same detail it was reported in TV news bulletins. "Oklahoma" appeared with the words "terrible, frightening death" and "terror."
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The target was named: "Murrah Building." And with it there was a description of the horror: "death," "desolated," "slaughtered," "killed, torn to pieces.
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The chief suspect was identified: "his name is Timothy McVeigh." In fact, laid out like a crossword puzzle in the Book of Exodus were the charges filed against McVeigh in the April 19, 1995, massacre: "His name is Timothy McVeigh-Day 19-on the 9th hour-in the morning-he ambushed, he pounced, terror-two years from the death of Koresh."
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Government investigators claimed that McVeigh wanted to avenge the Koresh cult, an Apocalyptic religious group, most of whose members died in an inferno that ended their shoot-out with federal agents exactly two years earlier on April 19, 1993.

And there was a disturbing echo of that cult's insanity in the verse of the Bible where the Oklahoma tragedy was encoded: "the terror of God was upon the cities that were around them."

THE recent past was encoded in extraordinary detail.

But the two questions that I had from the beginning-Could we find the details of events before they happened? and, Could we change the future? -were still unanswered.

Timothy McVeigh had remained hidden in the Bible for 3000 years, and was found in the code only after he was charged with killing 168 people in Oklahoma. Yigal Amir could not be found in advance even though the Rabin assassination was predicted. Aum Shinrikyo's alleged plot against Tokyo was unknown until its leaders were arrested.

So the big question still remained-If this really was the beginning of the "End of Days," what could we do about it? It was no longer just a philosophical musing.

If the Bible code was right, and its record re: the recent past suggested it could be, this world might be about to face both man-made and natural disasters on a scale it had never seen before, events so terrible that nothing prepared us for it, except the long-known prophecies in the Bible.




Chapter Six - Armageddon

MORE than 2000 years ago, a Messianic cult hid out in the hills above the Dead Sea, waiting to be joined by angels for the final battle against evil, preparing for the "War of the Sons of Light with the Sons of Darkness."

Fearing the Romans would destroy the last remaining copies of the Bible, this small group of ancient Israelites hid hundreds of parchment scrolls in the caves of the sheer desert cliffs.

In 1947, a Bedouin shepherd boy threw a stone into one of the caves, and heard the sound of pottery breaking. Inside the broken urn he found the oldest known copy of any book of the Bible.

I climbed those cliffs days after I first learned that the Bible, proven by the Dead Sea Scrolls to be at least 2000 years old, concealed a computerized code that foretold events that happened thousands of years after the Bible was written.

I sat for hours at the top of the barren mountain, looking out over the bleak landscape that had not changed in the millennia since the cult encamped there waiting for the End.

The next day, I went to the Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem, and saw on display the most ancient prophecy of the Apocalypse, the 2500-year-old Isaiah scroll.

The entire original text of Isaiah, found intact in those caves above the Dead Sea, was now wrapped end-to-end around a huge drum that stood on a pedestal, over a deep open well in the center of the domed museum.

Why, I wondered, was the scroll displayed in this unique way? I called Armand Bartos, the architect who designed the museum that now housed the Dead Sea Scrolls.

"It was originally designed so that the drum could automatically retract, go down to the level below, and be covered over by steel plates," said Bartos. 

"Why?" I asked.

"It was done to protect the earliest copy of the Bible known to the world," he said.

"From what?" I asked. 

"Nuclear war." 

No one yet knew that in the ancient scroll, wrapped around the huge drum, mounted on a device designed to withstand an atomic bomb, was a hidden warning that Jerusalem might, in fact, be destroyed in a nuclear attack, an "atomic holocaust" that might trigger a "World War," the real Armageddon.

The secret was in a "sealed book."

Isaiah describes a terrible Apocalypse yet to come, a truly frightening vision of a future war, and then states: "For you this whole vision is nothing but words sealed in a book."

It is the first reference to the secret "sealed book" in the Bible. It is a vision of our future that was hidden, first in a cave, and then in a code that no one could decipher until the computer was invented.

At first, states Isaiah, no one would be able to open the "sealed book": "And if you give the book to someone who can read, and say to him, `Read this, please,' he will answer, `I can't, it is sealed.'"

But finally, Isaiah predicts, the "sealed book" will be opened: "On that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, and from the gloom and the darkness the eyes of the blind will see it."

And in the hidden text, the same verses of Isaiah reveal that the sealed book is the Bible code: "He recognized the words, they will be computerized, his report they heard on this day, the secrets, the magical words of the book."

The 2500-year-old warning of a nuclear war could be found only with a computer. And now the Bible code revealed when and where the real Apocalypse might begin.

I checked every year in the next hundred years. Only two years, 2000 and 2006, were clearly encoded with "World War."

The same two years were also encoded with "atomic holocaust." They were the only two years in the next hundred encoded with both "atomic holocaust" and "World War."

There is no way to know whether the code is predicting a war in 2000 or 2006. The year 2000 is encoded twice, but 2006 is mathematically the best match. And there is, of course, no way to know if the danger is real.

But if the Bible code is right, a third World War by the end of the century is at least possible, and a World War within the next ten years is a probability we cannot ignore.

"Atomic holocaust" and "World War" are encoded together. The next war, according to the code, will be fought with weapons of mass destruction the world has never seen used in battle before. World War II ended with Hiroshima, but now there are at least 50,000 nuclear weapons, from atomic artillery shells to multi-warhead ballistic missiles. Each can destroy a whole city. The whole world could be obliterated within a few hours.

World War III would literally be Armageddon.
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THE warning of when and where and how our world might face the real Armageddon, a nuclear World War, was hidden in the most sacred verses of the Bible 3000 years ago.

When we opened the "sealed book" to search for World War III, we discovered that the year it might begin was foretold in a twenty-two-line scroll that is central to the Bible.

The scroll is called the "Mezuzah." It contains the 170 words that from all the 304,805 words of the original five books of the Bible God commanded be kept in a separate scroll, and posted at the entrance of every home.

"In 5760" and "in 5766," the years 2000 and 2006, are encoded in those 170 words.

"World War"-the only time it is encoded in the entire Bible-appears in the same place, and crosses one of the sacred verses.

"Atomic holocaust"-the only time it is encoded in the Bible-also appears with the same two years in the same two verses of the scroll.

The Mezuzah contains fifteen verses, and begins with the most important commandment: "Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one." Twice within those few verses God tells exactly how the words must be preserved:

"And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thy heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy arm, and between thy eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the doorposts of thy house, and on thy gates."

The years World War III might begin were revealed in the most carefully saved words of the Old Testament.

And where the years 2000 and 2006 are encoded, the hidden text of the sacred scroll warns of war: "It will bombard your country, terror, devastation, it is being launched."

It could not be by chance that the warning of when the world might face a nuclear war was encoded in two of the fifteen verses of the Bible that God twice commands be memorized, taught to the children, and recited every day and every night.

It could not be by chance that the years most clearly encoded with "World War" were both hidden in the 170 words that were saved in a separate scroll for 3000 years, and are still today fastened on the doorway of nearly every home in Israel.

If even one letter is missing, a Mezuzah cannot be used. Someone wanted to make absolutely certain, no matter what happened to the rest of the Bible, that these words, this scroll was preserved, exactly as originally written, with its hidden code intact.

And that ancient code, which now predicted that World War III could start within a decade, also had predicted that World War II would start "in 5700"-in the modern calendar 1939-1940.

"In 5700, the cremator came," states the full hidden text, predicting not only the war, but the ovens of the Holocaust.

Armageddon in the years 2000-2006 was the warning encoded in the same sacred verses of the Bible, the carefully preserved code in the Mezuzah that so accurately foretold the last World War.

INSTEAD of a nuclear war between superpowers, the world may now face a new threat-terrorists armed with nuclear weapons.

"Terrorism" is encoded with "World War," and right below "third" appear the words "war to the knife." It suggests a war of total annihilation. It is clearly encoded with "atomic holocaust."

The sudden collapse of the Soviet Union changed the world. It removed America's chief adversary, but made the world's biggest stockpile of nuclear weapons available to terrorists.
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A U.S. Senate committee last year confirmed the danger. "Never before has an empire disintegrated while in possession of 30,000 nuclear weapons," the vice chairman, Senator Sam Nunn, stated.

Calling the former Soviet Union a "vast potential supermarket of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons," Senator Richard Lugar warned that "the probability that one, two or a dozen weapons of mass destruction detonating in Russia, or Europe, or the Middle East, or even the United States, has increased."

"The fall of communism" was foretold in the Bible code. The only time the word "communism" appears at all, "the fall of and "Russian" are encoded with it.

"China" is encoded just below. Intertwined with "in China" is a prediction-"next."
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To many in the West, the collapse of the Soviet Union was seen as a victory. The end of communism in China would be seen as a final triumph. 

But chaos in another nuclear power would also increase the risk that weapons that can destroy whole cities might be sold to, or stolen by terrorists.

If the Bible code is right, nuclear terrorists may trigger the next World War. It may begin as Prime Minister Peres suggested a few days after I met with him, when a nuclear weapon "falls into the hands of irresponsible countries, and is carried on the shoulders of fanatics."

World War II ended with an atomic bomb. World War III may start that way.

JERUSALEM, the most fought-over city in history-from the time King David conquered it, and the Babylonians burned it, and the Romans destroyed it, and the Crusaders besieged it, down through 3000 years of bloody conflict that did not end when the Israelis took it back in the 1967 war-is clearly encoded in the Bible as the target of the predicted nuclear attack.

Only one world capital is encoded anywhere in the Bible with either "atomic holocaust" or "World War"-"Jerusalem."

The name of the city is hidden in a single verse of the Bible. "Jerusalem" is encoded within God's threat to punish Israel down through history-"I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sins of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me."

"Your city to be destroyed by an act of terrorism" crosses "atomic holocaust."

And the target is confirmed in the most ancient prophecy of the Apocalypse, the one found intact among the Dead Sea Scrolls, the 2500-year-old Book of Isaiah.

"Woe to you, Ariel, Ariel, the city where David settled!" warns Isaiah, using an old Biblical name for Jerusalem. The siege that reduces the Holy City to "dust" is described in words that are vividly Apocalyptic: 

"Suddenly, in an instant, the Lord Almighty will come with thunder and earthquake and great noise, with windstorm and tempest and flames of a devouring fire."

It is an extraordinarily accurate vision of an "atomic holocaust," as foreseen thousands of years ago, expressed in the only words an ancient seer could use to describe it.

Compare it to a modern description of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima: "The whole city was ruined instantly. The center of the city was flattened. Half an hour after the blast fires set by the thermal pulse began to coalesce into a firestorm, which lasted six hours. For four hours at midday, a violent whirlwind, born of the strange meteorological conditions produced by the explosion, further devastated the city."

The words that seem to echo Isaiah are from Jonathan Schell's classic account of the 1945 bombing in The Fate of the Earth.

No one in Hiroshima heard the explosion. The blast created a vacuum. But miles away there was a tremendous noise, a terrible "thunder" unlike anything heard before.

The Hiroshima bomb was exploded in the air, almost 2000 feet above the city. If a nuclear bomb were exploded on the ground, as it would likely be in any terrorist attack, the horror would be even greater.

The entire population of a city would instantly be reduced to dust. Again, from Schell: "Any human being in the area would be reduced to smoke and ashes; they would simply disappear. The incinerated population, now radioactive dust, would rise up into the mushroom cloud, then fall back to the ground."

Now listen again to Isaiah: "Brought low, you will speak from the ground, your speech will mumble out of the dust, your voice will come ghostlike from the Earth, out of the dust you will whisper. And your many enemies will become like fine dust, the ruthless hordes like blown chaff. It will happen suddenly, in an instant."

It is an odd description of an ancient siege, but a perfect vision of the aftermath of a nuclear strike and counter-strike.

And then there is the curious, cryptic passage: "For you this whole vision is nothing but words sealed in a book."

They remained sealed, until now, revealed by a code that may exist to warn us at the critical moment of the impending atomic attack.

"Atomic weapon" is encoded in Isaiah. The "m" in "atomic" is also the "m" in "Jerusalem." Where " Jerusalem " crosses "atomic weapon," so does the word "scroll." And overlapping "scroll" are the words "he opened it."
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And the ancient name for Jerusalem, "Ariel," the name used in Isaiah's warning of the Apocalypse, is encoded with "World War."

The long-known Biblical prophecy of Armageddon seemed to be confirmed by the Bible code. Jerusalem, the center of the Western world's three major religions, the fabled city where David ruled, where Jesus died, where Mohammed ascended to Heaven, might be obliterated in a final battle brought on by religious hatred.

The real Armageddon could be a nuclear World War.
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I had never believed the Apocalyptic prophecies of the Bible. I never believed that God or the Devil would destroy the world, or that the forces of good and evil would clash in a Final Battle.

But the Bible code's statement that the final battle, Armageddon, could begin in the Middle East with an act of nuclear terrorism seemed all too real.

The word "Armageddon" comes from the last book of the New Testament, in a verse that seems fanciful: "The spirits of devils, working miracles, go forth onto the Kings of the Earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon."

But Armageddon is a real place. It is the Greek name for an ancient city in Israel, Megiddo. In Hebrew, "Mount Megiddo" is "Harmegiddo." "Armageddon" is simply the Greek transliteration of that name.

I went there late one night. I was driving back to Jerusalem, and saw a green and white highway sign with a name that I had seen before only in the Bible, "Megiddo." It was past midnight, but I stopped to see the ruins of the fortified city. It seemed inconceivable that this remote place would ever really be the site of a major battle.

But near Megiddo, hidden to tourists, is one of Israel's most important Air Force bases, Ramat David. It is in the north, facing Israel's implacable foe, Syria. It would be on the front lines of any real war in the modern Middle East.

"Armageddon" is encoded in the Bible with the name of Syria's leader, Hafez Asad. In fact, the name of the actual site of the long-prophesied Final Battle appears with his name in a single skip sequence: "Armageddon, Asad holocaust."
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"Syria" is encoded with "World War." It is the country that stands out, because it is not expected. "Russia" and "China" and "USA" all also appear with "World War." But they are the three superpowers most likely to be involved. "Syria" is the surprise.

 

But if Armageddon is real, it may begin the way it is prophesied in the plain text of the Bible.

The last book of the New Testament predicts a final war of unprecedented fury: "Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations in the four quarters of the Earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle."
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No one knows where the ancient "Gog and Magog" were located. But the original prophecy of the Final Battle, told in Ezekiel, is that Israel will be invaded from the North: "You will come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, a great horde, a mighty army."

The only modern enemy north of Israel is Syria.

"Syria" is encoded in Ezekiel, starting in the verse that predicts the invasion. Syria's allies are named: "Persia" and "Phut," countries that are now called Iran and Libya.

The plain text of Ezekiel predicts a terrible battle between Israel and the surrounding Arab nations, "a great slaughter on the mountains of Israel." 

According to the Bible code, that is how World War III might begin with an atomic attack on Jerusalem, followed by an invasion of Israel.

AT the same museum in Jerusalem where the Dead Sea Scrolls are on display, where the original vision of the Apocalypse was mounted on a device designed to withstand an atomic attack, there is another exhibit.

The original manuscript of Einstein's Theory of Relativity, and the equation that changed the world, that started the atomic age- E = mc2 - is shown there in the scientist's own handwriting.

But what really caught my attention was something else Einstein had said: "I do not know with what weapons World War III will be fought, but World War IV will be fought with sticks and stones."

At the close of the twentieth century, we are threatened with a kind of chaos that the world has never faced before. We have built weapons that can destroy human civilization in a single day, and those weapons may now be on the loose.

The predictions in the Bible code seem to fulfill the open prophecy of the Bible, and the horror is now given a face and a time and a place-a nuclear World War, perhaps by the year 2000 or 2006, the real Armageddon, perhaps within a decade.

And that is not the end of the predicted danger.




Chapter Seven - Apocalypse

IN every vision of the Apocalypse, the final blow is a massive earthquake. In Revelation, the last book of the New Testament, it is the seventh plague from the seventh angel: "And there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the Earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found."

Ezekiel actually predicts that the final war with "Gog and Magog" will end that way: "On that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. All the people on the face of the Earth shall tremble at my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble and every wall will fall to the ground."

The destruction of this world by a huge earthquake is constantly threatened and foretold in the plain words of the Bible.

"I will make the heavens tremble, and the Earth will shake from its place," God warns in Isaiah. "Men will flee to caves in the rocks and to holes in the ground from dread of the Lord when he rises to shake the Earth."

And hidden in the last verse of the original Bible, the words that close the story the Bible says God dictated to Moses on Mount Sinai, is the same warning:

"To annihilate, totally destroy, he hurled a violent force, and for everyone the great terror: fire, earthquake."

It cannot be by chance that the last secret revealed in the Bible code is the final blow threatened in every open prophecy of the Apocalypse.

The code seems to warn that over the next hundred years there will be a series of "great earthquakes" around the world. Three years are clearly encoded with "the great terror": 2000, 2014, and 2113. The distant year is the best match.
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It is not clear if the code is stating a series of disasters, or a series of delays. The first earthquakes, however, may come within the first decade of the next century, perhaps even by the end of this century.
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THE long-envisioned Apocalypse, if real, will begin not in some mythical, far-off land, but in real cities, in the real world.

The United States, China, Japan, and Israel are all encoded with "great earthquake" and years in the near future.

The Bible code appears to predict that the next big earthquake in this country will strike California. All the major quakes that have already shaken that state were foreseen.

The biggest that ever struck the United States-the great San Francisco earthquake of 1906-was encoded 3000 years ago. "S.F. Calif." and 1906 appear together. "Fire, earthquake" is also encoded with the year, and the hidden text states "city consumed, destroyed."

The biggest recent earthquake to hit the U.S. mainland, again in San Francisco, is also encoded. The year, 1989, the words "fire, earthquake," and "S.F. Calif." all appear in the same place.

But Los Angeles is mathematically the best match with "great earthquake" of any major city in the world.

"L.A. Calif." is encoded with "great earthquake" against very high odds, and both "America" and "USA" also appear with the predicted cataclysm. Seismologists agree that Southern California is the most likely area in the United States to face a major earthquake in the near future. The U.S. Geological Survey in 1995 stated that there is an "80 to 90% probability of a magnitude 7 + earthquake within Southern California before 2024." 

The experts who made that prediction missed the last big quake in the Los Angeles area, the one in January 1994 that killed 61 people in Northridge. It was not on a known fault line, and it was not foreseen.

Except in the Bible code. "5754," in the modern calendar 1994, was encoded with "great earthquake" and "L.A. Calif. "
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That was barely a tremor compared to the predicted cataclysm, and a year in the near future appears with Los Angeles in exactly the same place that the 1994 disaster was foreseen.

Crossing "great earthquake," right below "L.A. Calif.," is the year 2010. And the same year, "5770" in the Hebrew calendar, is encoded again with the name of the city, actually overlapping "fire, earthquake."
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It is only a probability. Both the code and the seismologists may be wrong. But the Bible code seems to predict that the big earthquake will hit Los Angeles in 2010.

THREE other areas of the world are also encoded with "great earthquake." All are encoded with the same two years, 2000 and 2006. There is no way to know which might actually be struck in the next decade.

"Great earthquake" is encoded with "China." It was the scene of the worst earthquake in world history, the 1976 cataclysm that killed 800,000 Chinese. That year, "5736," crosses "earthquake" right above "China."
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But China may be hit again. Just above 1976 there is another date, "in 5760," the year 2000. "China" appears three times with "great earthquake," again with 2000 and also with 2006.

Israel , which has not suffered a major earthquake this century, is the place most prominently stated in the plain text of the Bible. Ezekiel openly predicts "a great earthquake in the land of Israel."

"Israel" also appears four times with "great earthquake" in the Bible code, but Israel appears so often in the Bible that there is no way to calculate the mathematical significance.

Israel is, however, located on what may be the world's greatest fault line, the Red Sea rift that in prehistorical times shifted so violently it separated Africa from Asia.

But the one country most likely in danger, according to the Bible code, is Japan.

WHEN I first met him, my publisher asked me to predict one world event. I declined.

"I don't know a thing about tomorrow," I told him. "I just know what's encoded in the Bible."

But he kept insisting, and finally I told him that if one thing seemed likely, it was that Japan was going to suffer a series of major earthquakes. Three months later, Japan had the worst. earthquake in over thirty years. It happened in a remote area, so few were killed, but on the Richter scale it was a major event.

I checked it in the Bible code. The exact epicentre of the quake was encoded, "Okushiri," an island so small that even many Japanese didn't know it existed until the earthquake.

The full matrix read, "Okushiri July will be shaken." The earthquake struck on July 12, 1993.

I found that just before a scheduled trip to Japan. I felt compelled to share what I knew. If the Okushiri quake was so accurately encoded, then the other predicted earthquakes might also be real.

I went to see the Japanese Cabinet Minister in charge of earthquake preparedness, Wakako Hirônaka. Her husband is a famous mathematician, and she was interested but perplexed.

"What can I do?" she asked me. "Evacuate Tokyo?"

In fact, "Tokyo will be evacuated" was encoded in the Bible. But not when, or why.

A year later, the port city of Kobe was devastated by a massive earthquake that killed 5000. That, too, had been foreseen in the Old Testament. "Kobe, Japan" was encoded. With it were the words, "fire," "earthquake," "the big one." And the year it happened, 1995 ("5755") crossed "fire, earthquake."
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"Japan" is also the country most clearly encoded with a future "great earthquake." The years 2000 and 2006 appear in the same place.

Again, there is no way to know if the stated danger is real. But there seems to be an Apocalyptic urgency to the warning about Japan, just as there is about Israel. In fact, in the Bible code, there seems to be an almost eerie link between the two countries.

Both are repeatedly stated to be in unprecedented danger.

"Japan" and "Israel" appear together with the two Biblical statements of the "End of Days." "Japan" is encoded with "holocaust of Israel." "Israel and Japan" are again together in the hidden text of the Bible as a single phrase, and the names of the two countries cross the only encoding of "year of the plague." And "Japan" is the only country in addition to Israel encoded with "Final Battle." 
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A disaster of Biblical proportions seems to be threatened throughout the Bible code for both countries. In Israel, the immediate danger appears to be nuclear war. In Japan, the immediate danger appears to be a catastrophic earthquake.

And if the entire world might be endangered by the war the Bible code predicts will start in Israel, the entire world might also be shaken by an earthquake that strikes Japan.

"Economic collapse" is encoded one time in the Bible. The year the last Great Depression started, 1929, is encoded in the same place. And "economic collapse" is also encoded with the words "earthquake struck Japan."

Japan is now so central to the global economy that any great disaster in that country would impact the whole world. The true global upheaval may be a great "economic collapse" rather than a "great earthquake."

But the ultimate danger we face may be the greatest natural disaster mankind has ever witnessed.
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SIXTY-FIVE million years ago an asteroid bigger than Mount Everest struck the Earth, exploding with the force of 300 million hydrogen bombs, and killed all the dinosaurs.
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"Asteroid" and "dinosaur" are encoded together in the Bible. The Biblical name for the first creatures God created on Earth is also encoded in the same place.

"And God created the great Tanin," states the first chapter of Genesis. The word means "dragons" or "monsters." It describes some huge animal that no longer exists.

And "dragon" is encoded across "dinosaur," just above "asteroid." With them is encoded the name of the dragon that, according to legend, God slayed before Creation.

It is surely intentional that the name of the dragon the Bible says God fought-"Rahab"-appears in the Bible code exactly where the "asteroid" hits the "dinosaur."

In fact, the full hidden text states, "It will strike Rahab."

It suggests that the extinction of the dinosaurs was the real slaying of the dragon, the cosmic event recalled by Isaiah: "Was it not you who cut Rahab in pieces, and pierced through the dragon?"

Scientists now agree that mankind would never have evolved unless the dinosaurs had been wiped out by the asteroid.

But they also wonder whether mankind may face a similar fate, if we too will be wiped out by a rock hurtling in from outer space.

A leading American astronomer, Brian Marsden, director of the Smithsonian Observatory in Cambridge, Mass., first sounded the alarm in 1992. 

He calculated that a comet named Swift-Tuttle that had just been sighted would reappear 134 years later in 2126. And he said that it might then collide with the Earth.
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The comet was at least as big as the asteroid that killed the dinosaurs. Marsden's very low-key warning-"a change by + 15 days could cause the comet to hit the Earth in 2126"-was a Doomsday alert. It was front-page news around the world.

"The International Astronomical Union, the world astronomy authority, has for the first time issued a warning of a potential collision between Earth and a speeding object from the fringes of the solar system," the New York Times reported. "The size of the comet is in the range that scientists assume is sufficient to end civilization."

"It comes screaming out of the sky like a Scud from Hell, bigger than a mountain and packed with more energy than the world's entire nuclear arsenal," stated a lurid cover story in Newsweek, painting the frightening scenario.

Marsden later called off the alert. New calculations showed that the comet would pass safely at the end of July 2126. But if it came just two weeks later, in mid-August, the ten-mile-wide rock would crash into our planet.

No astronomer was within two weeks of predicting the actual 1992 appearance of Swift-Tuttle. Most were years off.

But the exact day the comet was spotted, Sunday, September 27, 1992, was encoded in the Bible 3000 years ago. It happened to be the eve of the Hebrew New Year. The Bible code foresaw the moment: "Eve of New Year, Swift."

"5753," the Hebrew year of the 1992 appearance, was encoded with "comet" and its full name "Swift-Tuttle."

And in the Bible code, "Swift" is also encoded with "5886," the year the comet is due to return, 2126.

The name of the comet intersects the year. And right above 2126 are the words, "In the seventh month it came." That suggests it will pass the Earth safely in July.

But a terrible warning is encoded in the Bible with the word "comet."
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IT was not until another comet collided with Jupiter in 1994 that our world recognized the true danger.

That impact created fireballs the size of the Earth, and left Jupiter scarred with massive black craters. It was the biggest explosion man ever witnessed in our solar system, and if it had happened here it would have wiped out the human race.

The Jupiter cataclysm was also foretold in the Bible code, found months before it happened. The name of the comet, "Shoemaker-Levy," was encoded with the name of the planet, "Jupiter," and the exact date of impact, July 16, 1994.

In 1995 the Pentagon and NASA began searching the skies for asteroids and comets that might slam into the Earth. "We could face a surprise encounter," said Dr. Eleanor Helin, the U.S. government scientist in charge of Near-Earth Asteroid Tracking.

She estimated that there are at least 1700 "Earth crossers," asteroids and comets whose orbits intersect ours, and might be big enough to destroy all life on this planet. The odds of a collision are remote. It happens perhaps once every 300,000 years. But no one knows when the last one struck, or the next one will strike.

"It's sobering," said Dr. Helin, when the first organized effort to locate the "Earth crossers" started. "These things have been lurking out there all these years, but we've never seen them."

The asteroid that killed the dinosaurs landed in what is now the Gulf of Mexico, blasting all of North America with a firestorm that apparently destroyed every living thing on the continent. The dust and ash and debris that shot up into the atmosphere then blotted out the Sun across the entire globe, causing world-wide extinctions.

It is estimated that two-thirds of all the species that ever walked, flew, or swam on Earth became extinct because of impacts from outer space. We are the first species that might be able to prevent it.

When Swift-Tuttle caused the first alarm, and the bombardment of Jupiter vividly demonstrated the danger we face, scientists began to plan the defense of the Earth.

The inventor of the hydrogen bomb, Edward Teller, said we could shoot down an asteroid with a massive nuclear-tipped rocket.

Other scientists suggested that simply exploding a nuclear device near a comet would melt the frozen gas, create jets that shot out like the thrusters on a rocket, and divert the comet from its collision course.

There was even a plan to land a spacecraft on any big rock heading toward Earth, attach rocket engines to it, and steer the comet or asteroid away from this planet.

But those are all untried schemes, at best sketchy diagrams and a few equations, and no one knows how much time, how much warning we might have.

"It may be only days or weeks," says Gareth Williams, Marsden's colleague at the Smithsonian Observatory. "If it's a comet on a very long orbit, it may catch us by surprise, it may be totally unknown."

Until Shoemaker-Levy bombarded Jupiter, there was no organized effort even to track the rocks in outer space. There are still no concrete plans to stop one hurtling toward us.

THE Bible code warns that a collision with the Earth may be a real danger. There are a series of near encounters indicated, right up to the time Swift returns in 2126.

But the first year clearly encoded with "comet" is only 10 years away"5766," in the modern calendar 2006.

Running across 2006 is a chilling statement: "Its path struck their dwelling." The warning that overlaps the year ends with the words "starlike object."

Right above 2006 is an apparent confirmation of the time: "Year predicted for the world."
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Other probabilities are encoded. Both "5770" and "5772"-the years 2010 and 2012-also appear with "comet."

"Days of horror" runs across 2010. "Darkness" and "gloom" cross "comet" right below.

"Earth annihilated" states the hidden text right above the year 2012.
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But where 2012 is encoded there is also a statement that the disaster will be prevented, that the comet will be blocked: "It will be crumbled, driven out, I will tear it to pieces, 5772."
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That is very much what happened to the comet that hit Jupiter. Before it struck the planet it crumbled into 20 separate pieces. But then each of them bombarded Jupiter every day for a week.

There is an ancient tale, told in the Talmud, of a king who became angry with his son, and swore that he would hurl a massive stone at him. Later, he regretted it, but could not go back on his oath. So he ordered that the stone be broken up into small pebbles and that each of these be thrown, one by one, at his son.

The parable, played out on a cosmic scale with Jupiter, may also foretell the fate of man on Earth.

THERE is a theory that a collision by a comet in prehistoric times may have inspired later Apocalyptic tales in the Bible.

"Current studies indicate that there must have been at least one ten-gigaton impact within the past seventy thousand years," wrote Timothy Ferris in the New Yorker, "a horrific blast, which would have blacked out the sun, flooded much of the world, drenched the land with fire and the smell of brimstone, and otherwise brought down a whole Biblical Apocalypse."

But a hundred million years may pass between impacts big enough to cause a global extinction, and a million years between explosions that could destroy a country, and thousands of years between comets that could level a city.

And at the time I discovered that this cosmic danger was encoded in the Bible, the predicted "atomic holocaust," the "holocaust of Israel" that might trigger a World War, was only weeks away.

The countdown to what could be the real Armageddon was coming to an end.




Chapter Eight - The Final Days

WHEN I flew back to Israel at the end of July 1996, the threatened "atomic holocaust" was just six weeks away.

On the flight, I read a report in the Jerusalem Post that Prime Minister Netanyahu was about to leave for a meeting with King Hussein in Amman, Jordan.

That, too, had been predicted in the Bible code. I found it a week before Netanyahu was elected, in the same place that his victory was predicted, more than two months before the just announced trip.

"July to Amman" appeared almost openly in the code, right next to "Prime Minister Netanyahu."

The newspaper report now confirmed his trip to Jordan. It was scheduled for July 25, 1996.
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"Oh my God," I said to myself, "it is real."

Once more the Bible code had been proven right. Three thousand years ago it had predicted that in July 1996 Netanyahu would go to Amman. If the Bible code was right about that, if it was accurate down to the smallest details, then it was likely also right about the predicted "atomic holocaust," the "holocaust of Israel," and the "World War." The danger looked very real.

Then, at the last minute, Netanyahu's trip was suddenly delayed. The night before the Israeli leader was scheduled to leave for Amman, King Hussein fell ill. The Prime Minister did not go to Jordan until August 5th.

Was the Bible code wrong? "Prime Minister Netanyahu" did go "to Amman," as predicted 3000 years ago. But he did not go in "July," as the code stated.

I went to see Eli Rips. I asked him if the Bible code might work like quantum physics. If it did, then it could not tell us both what and when. The Uncertainty Principle said it clearly-the more precisely you measured what, the less precisely you could measure when. That was why quantum mechanics predicted not one, but many possible futures.

Rips did not invoke the Uncertainty Principle. Instead, he pointed to the word in the Bible code right above "July to Amman." It said, "Delayed."
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Could the Bible code be right about an event, but wrong about the date? The question had a special urgency in the final weeks of a countdown to a possible Armageddon.

 

RIGHT up to September 13, 1996, the last day of 5756, the year of the predicted "atomic holocaust," I stayed in close contact with Israeli leaders. Three days before the date encoded with "holocaust of Israel," I met in New York with the Prime Minister's national security advisor, Dore Gold. 

The next day, I sent a final message to Mossad chief Danny Yatom, and General Yatom sent back word that Israeli intelligence was on alert.

But nothing happened on September 13, 1996. There was no atomic attack. The Hebrew year 5756 came and went and Israel and the world were still at peace.

I was relieved, but puzzled. Was the Bible code simply wrong? Or, was the danger real, and only delayed? I thought about it all weekend, and on Monday sent Yatom a fax:

"One last word, and I'm out of the fortune-telling business.

"The atomic attack predicted for the last days of 5756 was obviously a probability that did not happen-but my guess is that the danger is not over. 

"On several occasions we have seen things happen as predicted, but not when predicted. I urge you to remain alert to what is almost certainly a real danger."

I could not be sure the danger was real, but now I had proof that the future was not set in stone.

Finally, there was an answer to the question posed by the Rabin assassination, debated by Einstein and Hawking, and raised by Peres when I warned him of the threatened atomic attack-"If it's predicted, what can we do?"

The future was encoded in the Bible. Rabin's murder and the Gulf War proved that. But it was not pre-determined. It was a series of probabilities, and it could be changed.

The question spelled out by the same letters that spelled out the year 5756-"Will you change it?"-had been answered.

Did the Israelis, warned by the Bible code of an atomic attack, prevent it by being on alert at the time of the predicted danger?

Did Prime Minister Peres, by publicly stating the danger three days after I met with him, put a stop to a planned terrorist attack?

Or was it all changed only by chance, when Netanyahu at the last minute delayed a diplomatic trip to Jordan?

BY delaying his trip, the Prime Minister may have saved his life.

"Death, July to Amman" stated the full hidden text that crossed his name. 

The word "delayed" appeared right above. "Delayed" appeared twice more with "Prime Minister Netanyahu," crossing the words "his soul was cut off," and crossing "murdered."
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By saving his life, Netanyahu may have prevented, or delayed, a war. 

"The next war" was encoded with a prediction: "it will be after the death of the Prime Minister (another will die)." In fact, the full hidden text stated "another will die, Av," naming the Hebrew month equivalent to July.
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And by forestalling a war in the Middle East, the delayed trip may have prevented a global conflict.

Both the plain words of the Bible and the code predict that a "Final Battle," a "World War," will start in Israel. So, the entire world may have been spared at least for a time by the suddenly cancelled trip.

Was it really possible that one small change, a trip that took place ten days late, could make such a huge difference? If it prevented an assassination, yes. 

World War I was in fact triggered by an assassination. The Austrian Archduke Ferdinand was killed in June, 1914, setting off a conflict that within weeks swept all of Europe and Russia, and finally brought in the United States.

"A wrong turn by the Archduke's driver brought the heir to the Austrian throne face to face with [his assassin] Gavrilo Princip," noted a PBS documentary, stating the immediate cause of World War I. "In a flash, the whole continent was going to be at war."

It is not difficult to imagine that in the already tense Middle East, the assassination of a second Israeli Prime Minister in less than a year, in an Arab capital, might set off a war. And an all-out war in the Middle East could quickly become global.

Physicists would call it the "Butterfly Effect." It is fundamental to Chaos Theory.

James Gleick, in his book Chaos, cites the "Butterfly Effect"-"The notion that a butterfly stirring the air today in Peking can transform storm systems next month in New York."

Had Netanyahu merely by going to Jordan ten days late, stopped the count-down to Armageddon?

IN the Bible code, just above "World War" there is a date: "9th of Av is the day of the Third."

It was the exact day of Netanyahu's scheduled trip to Jordan. July 25, 1996, was the 9th of Av, 5756, in the ancient Hebrew calendar.

It is a cursed date in Jewish history. It is the day that Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC. It is the day that Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.

All through history, there have been a series of disasters that have befallen the Jews on that date, and it is so feared by the religious that they fast on the 9th of Av, and pray for mercy.

And now the Bible code stated that on the "9th of Av" a third World War might start, with the third destruction of the Holy City, a nuclear attack on Jerusalem.

The ancient name for Jerusalem, "Ariel," the name used in the original warning of the Apocalypse, was in fact encoded between "World War" and "9th of Av is the day of the Third."
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But Netanyahu did not go to Amman, as scheduled, on the 9th of Av. And "delayed" is again encoded with both the date and the Prime Minister's name.

In fact, both "Bibi" and "delayed" are encoded with "9th of Av, 5756." In the same verse, there is an interwoven hidden text that states, "Five futures, five roads."
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It was a clear statement that the future had been changed. It also seemed a clear statement that there were many possible futures, and that the Bible code revealed each of them.

 

WHY didn't the Bible code just tell us the final outcome, the one real future? "Everything is foreseen, but freedom of action is given," states the Talmud, the ancient commentary on Biblical law.

For almost 2000 years sages have debated the apparent paradox-how can there be human free will if God knows everything in advance?

The Bible code makes that question real for the modern world. It forces us to ask the question Prime Minister Peres asked me-"If it's predicted, what can we do?"

"It's a warning, not a prediction," I told the Israeli leader. "What we do determines the outcome."

I tried to say it with total confidence, because I wanted to believe it, and I wanted him to believe it. But later, I discussed the apparent paradox with Eli Rips.

"I don't know if what is foreseen can be changed," said Rips. "I have thought about it a lot, and I once thought I knew the answer, but now I don't know."

I told Rips that it seemed to me there were two ways to read the famous lines from the Talmud. First, that we have free will, but what we choose to do is known before we do it. Second, that although the entire future is foreseen, we can change it.

"I can't accept that we can change what was foreseen," said Rips, "because all the changes we make were also known to God in advance."

"I used to think that our future was foreseen, period," Rips continued. "But the Bible code caused me to realize that there is another alternative -all our possible futures were foreseen, and we are choosing among them."

That is why both "July to Amman" and "delayed" were encoded. That is why 1996 was encoded with "atomic holocaust," but the danger was also encoded with several other years. That is why the letters that spelled out the same year in the Hebrew calendar, 5756, also asked a question, "Will you change it?"

Why didn't the Bible code just tell the one real future? The answer appears to be that there isn't just one real future, there are many possible futures.

"DELAY" is written into the Bible and the code.

It is written in with "holocaust of Israel," just as it was written in with "Prime Minister Netanyahu."

"Holocaust of Israel" is encoded with the year 2000 as well as 1996, and the words "you delayed" are encoded in the same place. "5756" posed a question, "Will you change it?" The hidden text starting at the same letter that begins to spell out "5760" gives the answer, "You delayed."
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"Delay" is written in with "year of the plague." Where "Israel and Japan" cross those words, the same code sequence states, "They delayed the year of the plague."

"Delay" is written in with "World War." Where the years 2000 and 2006 are encoded, the hidden text states, "I will delay the war."

It is even written in with the "End of Days."
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Every time the "End of Days" appears in the plain text of the Bible, the word "delayed" appears in the hidden text.

In Genesis 49:1-2, where Jacob tells his sons what will befall them "in the End of Days," the "delay" is inherent in the very name of the Patriarch. In Hebrew the name "Jacob" also means "he will prevent" and "he will delay."

Has the End been "prevented" or only "delayed"?

When Moses tells the ancient Israelites what will happen in the "End of Days," the hidden text appears to say "delayed."

In Deuteronomy 31:29, Moses' warning that "evil will befall you in the End of Days" is preceded by a hidden text that states, "You knew it will be delayed."

And in Numbers 24:14, where the sorcerer Balaam foretells the "End of Days"-the words that are encoded with both "atomic holocaust" and "World War"-the hidden text states "friend delayed."
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"Friend delayed" overlaps "fire shook the nation." And the hidden text in the same verse also states "I will advise you what" and "I will advise when." The "friend" is not identified. But he appears to be whoever encoded the Bible.

It is not yet clear if the End will come, when the stated delay will be over, but one thing is clear-"delay" is written into all the original prophecies of the "End of Days."

Armageddon has not been prevented, according to the code, only delayed. AND there were many indications in the Bible code that the "delay" might be very short.

"Prime Minister Netanyahu" is encoded with the current year, "5757."

And the Hebrew year that began in September 1996 and ends in October 1997 is also the year most clearly encoded with his adversary, the Palestinian leader "Arafat."

Just two weeks into the new year tensions in Israel once more exploded. On Wednesday, September 25, 1996, open warfare broke out in Israel. 

For three days Palestinian police fought Israeli soldiers, who responded with helicopter gunships and sent tanks into the West Bank for the first time since the 1967 Six Day War.

The death toll was 73, and hundreds were wounded.

What was most striking was how quickly the battle began, how suddenly apparent peace in Israel became a shooting war.

I called Eli Rips in Jerusalem. "My own judgement is that the prospect of war is now a high probability," said Rips. "I'm not speaking now as a mathematician, or from the Bible code, but only as an Israeli observing the sudden outbreak of armed conflict."

The immediate cause of the violence was the opening of a tunnel under the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, the site of both the Jews' holiest shrine, the Wailing Wall, the remains of the ancient Temple, and of Islam's third holiest shrine, the Dome of the Rock.

"Tunnel," I discovered to my surprise, appeared in the code with "holocaust of Israel."
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And when I checked "atomic holocaust" I was shocked to see crossing "atomic" the name of the West Bank city where the fighting began, "Ramallah." The full hidden text stated, "Ramallah fulfilled a prophecy."
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Once more the Bible code seemed to be updating itself, almost as if the encoder were also following the constant turn of events in the Middle East. One location was encoded over the other, one crisis over another, one year over another, so that finally there was no way to be certain if the real danger was in 1996, or 1997, or the year 2000, or beyond.

But the overall danger was very clearly stated, and very clearly tied to the present moment. There was no question that the code was describing the people, the places, and the events in the current Arab-Israeli conflict.

I looked again at "holocaust of Israel." The word "annexed" appeared twice in the same place, against very high odds. It was the word Israelis used to describe the two territories they captured from the Arabs in the 1967 war, the Golan Heights in the mountains facing Syria, and East Jerusalem.
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Those were the two flashpoints in the modern Middle East.

"Arafat" also appeared in the hidden text of the Bible, encoded in the one place both Biblical statements of the "End of Days" come together. It could not be by chance, and it was the clearest possible statement that the current conflict in the Middle East could actually boil over into Armageddon.

[image: ]

 

"It is what is stated in the Midrash," said Rips, referring to the ancient commentary on the Bible. "It is perhaps the "exile under Ishmael' just before the `End of Days.' Some of the Midrash say that at a time of Arab domination, 80% of the Israeli population will be killed."

We were both silent for a moment. "This may be what you are finding in the code," said Rips.

I had not known of the ancient prophecy. Ishmael was the first son of the patriarch Abraham, the one he sent away. According to the Bible, he is the forebear of all Arabs. Abraham's second son, Isaac, was the chosen inheritor. He is the forebear of all Jews. The family feud had been going on for 4000 years, and was predicted to come to a terrible end.

In January 1997 Netanyahu and Arafat did shake hands on shared control of Hebron, the city where Abraham is said to be buried, and set a timetable for a broader settlement. But the most difficult issue, the final status of Jerusalem, which both the Israelis and the Palestinians claim as their capital, remained unresolved. And there was no way to know if the stiff handshake at 3 AM on January 15 would lead to a real peace, or a new outbreak of violence.

In March 1997 the peace began to unravel. Arafat rejected the first step in Israel's planned withdrawal from the occupied territories. Netanyahu announced that he would build a Jewish neighborhood in the heart of East Jerusalem, seen by the Palestinians as the capital of their future homeland.

"The saddest reality that has been dawning on me," Jordan's King Hussein wrote Netanyahu as the tensions began to build, "is that I do not find you by my side in working to fulfill God's will for the final reconciliation of all the descendants of the children of Abraham."

And on March 21, violence did erupt in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and Hebron. A Palestinian suicide bomber killed three and wounded forty at a Tel Aviv cafe, the first terrorist attack since Netanyahu was elected. On the same day, riots broke out in Hebron, and in Arab East Jerusalem at the site of the Jewish housing project, Har Homa.

"Har Homa" is encoded in the most sacred text of the Bible. It appears with no skips in the Mezuzah, the fifteen verses that were preserved in a separate scroll and posted on the door of every home in Israel .

And encoded with "Har Homa" are the ominous words, "All his people to war.

"All his people to war," the words in the Bible code originally found with the Rabin assassination, and found again with the wave of bombings in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv that shattered the peace Rabin had forged with Arafat, had once more in September 1996 and March 1997 become a reality. And those same words also appeared with the ultimate danger, "atomic holocaust."

Each spark that might set off the holocaust was foreseen, but until each crisis came to an end there was no way to know if it was just another skirmish in a 4000-year-old feud, or the beginning of Armageddon.

IT may be impossible to know both what and when.

"Physics has given up," said Richard P. Feynman, the Nobel laureate many consider the greatest scientist since Einstein. "We do not know how to predict what will happen in a given circumstance. The only thing that can be predicted is the probability of different events. We can only predict the odds."

And yet quantum physics is a highly successful branch of science. It works. Perhaps because it recognizes uncertainty as part of reality.

In the same way, the Bible code works. Again, because it recognizes uncertainty as part of reality.

"Our world is clearly reflected in it," said Rips. "It is as if we were looking into a mirror. Our efforts to see the future and to do something about it both probably play a role. I think that it is a very complicated, interactive event."

Rips said that when he was working at his computer, searching for information in the code, he sometimes felt like he was on-line with another intelligence.

"The Bible code is not really responding now," he explained, "it just foresaw everything all at once, in advance."

According to Rips, the whole Bible code had to be written at once, in a single flash. "We experience it like we experience a hologram-it looks different when we look at it from a new angle-but the image, of course, is pre-recorded."

It is the history of the human race recorded more than 3000 years ahead of time. It does not tell the, story sequentially, but all at once. Modern events overlap ancient events, the future is encoded in verses that tell of the Biblical past. One verse might contain within it the stories of then and now and a hundred years from now.

"The problem is how we decipher it all," said Rips. "It is very clearly non-random, but it is as if we had an intelligence report in which we can read only one of every twenty words."

Rips was, as always, cautious. "This is the product of a higher intelligence," he said. "It may want us to understand, but it may not want us to understand. The code may not reveal the future to us unless we are worthy."

I didn't agree. If the world was really in danger, it hardly mattered whether we were worthy. The encoder, if he was good, would surely warn us.

At the end, there was an unbridgeable gap. Rips was religious. I was not. For me there was always a question-who encoded the Bible, what was his motive, where was he now?

For Rips there was always an answer-God.

AT the end of my five-year investigation I did find final proof that the Bible code itself is real. And chilling evidence that the world may have come closer to disaster in 1996 than we will ever know.

Our narrow escape in 1996 was clearly stated in the plain text of Isaiah, the first Apocalypse, the one book of the Bible found intact among the Dead Sea Scrolls, the one that seemed to predict an atomic attack on Jerusalem.

It was not hidden in a code. It was openly stated in the plain words of the 2500-year-old scroll.

The year was revealed in a unique verse, one that told the future backwards.

The foremost translator of ancient Hebrew texts, Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, the man Time magazine called "a once-in-a-millennium scholar," pointed that verse out to me. 

I went to see Steinsaltz when I first heard about the Bible code. The rabbi is also a scientist, and I wanted to see what he thought about a code in the Bible that predicted the future, foretold events that happened thousands of years after the Bible was written, reported in detail a future that did not yet exist.

"In the Bible time is reversed," said Steinsaltz, noting an odd quirk in the original Hebrew text of the Old Testament. 

"The future is always written in the past tense, and the past is always written in the future tense."

"Why?" I asked.

"No one knows," he said.

"We may be moving against the stream of time," said Steinsaltz, noting that the laws of physics are "time-symmetric," that they run just as well backwards as forwards in time.

He opened his Bible, looking for a passage from the first of the prophets, Isaiah. "Here, in Isaiah, it says that you need to look backwards to see the future," he said.

"Where Isaiah says, `Tell the things that are to come hereafter,' you can translate the same words to read, `They told the future backwards.'

"In fact, you can translate the same words to read, `Tell the letters in reverse.' It's like mirror writing."

I looked at the letters backwards, but found no startling revelation. Only years later, after I discovered that Isaiah seemed to foretell an atomic attack, did I look at that same verse again.

Isaiah 41:23 states, "Tell the things that are to come hereafter, and we will be dismayed, and behold it together."

And now when I looked at the' letters in reverse, the future told backwards, I saw that the mirror writing spelled out a year-"5756."

It was not in a code. It was just there.
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In the 2500-year-old verse that "told the future backwards," 1996, the year of the threatened "atomic holocaust," was plainly stated.

And so was the delay.

Overlapping "5756" the reverse text openly stated, "They changed the time."

[image: ]

 

The question asked by the same Hebrew letters that spell the year 5756 -"Will you change it?"-had been answered decisively in the most ancient vision of the Apocalypse.

The answer was openly stated in the verse we are told to read backwards -"You will change it."

More than 2000 years ago, in the first Apocalypse, the first prophet, Isaiah, foretold the year of the real Armageddon, 1996, and also the delay. One question remained unanswered-until when?

I saw Eli Rips one last time on New Years Eve 1996. We looked again at the statistics for the two years most strongly linked to all the events of the Apocalypse.

The years 2000 and 2006, in the ancient calendar 5760 and 5766, were the only two years in the next hundred that matched both "atomic holocaust" and "World War." All the dangers stated in the code-"the End of Days," "holocaust of Israel," even "great earthquake"-also matched "in 5766." Rips calculated the odds. They were at least a thousand to one.

"It is something exceptional, really remarkable," said Rips. "Someone intentionally put this information into the Torah."

That much was clear. But neither of us knew if the danger was real. I told Rips that I could not fully believe it because I still could not accept the open prophecy of the Bible, I still could not accept that there really would be an End of Days.

"If you accept the hidden statement in the Torah," said Rips, "then you should also accept the open statement."

There was a logic to what he said. There was no doubt that the computerized code appeared to support the long-known prophecy of the Bible, and yet for me there was a difference. I had seen one come true, and not the other.

"I believed the Bible code was real the day Rabin was killed," I explained, recalling the moment.

"I was at a train station, leaning against a wall, talking to a friend on a pay phone. Suddenly he interrupted and said, `Wait a minute, I want to hear the news about Rabin.' I had been out all day, I hadn't heard anything, but I instantly knew that the prediction had come true, that Rabin was dead.

"I slid down the wall, all the way to the floor. And I said, to myself but out loud, `Oh my God, it's real.'"

Rips said he understood. "It was my own feeling, exactly, when the Scud missiles were fired at Israel on the second day of the Gulf War, on the date we found three weeks in advance in the Bible code," he said.

"I was in a sealed room with my whole family. My wife, my five young children, and I were all wearing gas masks. We could hear the air-raid sirens outside. It was 2 AM on the 3rd of Shevat, January 18, 1991. That was the day that had been encoded.

"I knew the missiles were flying at us, we heard that Tel Aviv had already been hit, and all I could think was, `It works! The code works!"'

Rips had been investigating the Bible code for six years by the time the Gulf War started, as predicted, when predicted. But it was not until the night the Scuds hit Israel that he fully believed it was real, just as I had not fully believed it until Rabin was assassinated, as predicted, when predicted.

"I believed it before as a mathematician," said Rips. "But this was quite another perspective. It was an odd moment of joy in that sealed room, waiting for the missile to strike."

Another scientist had once told me of similar mixed feelings, how he had felt when he discovered that all life on Earth might be doomed. I wrote the first cover story about that Apocalyptic warning, Sherry Rowland's discovery that the ozone was being destroyed by man-made chemicals, at a time when he was dismissed as a crackpot, when everyone was calling him "Chicken Little." And now I remembered what he told me when he was proven right, and won the Nobel prize.

"There was no moment of Eureka! really," said Rowland. "I just came home one night and told my wife, `The work is going very well, but it looks like the end of the world.'"

Now, on New Year's Eve in Jerusalem, in the city that the Bible code warned would be the target of an atomic attack that might trigger the real Armageddon, I told Eli Rips that story, and we both laughed.

But I could not forget that, according to the Bible code, within ten years an "atomic holocaust" in Israel might trigger a third "World War," that we might already be in the real "End of Days."

THERE is no way to ignore the clear fact that a computerized code in the Bible, confirmed by some of the most famous mathematicians in the world, a code that accurately predicted the Gulf War, the collision of a comet with Jupiter, and the assassination of Rabin, also seems to state that the Apocalypse starts now, that within a decade we may face the real Armageddon, a nuclear World War.

But the Bible code is more than a warning. It may be the information we need to prevent the predicted disaster.

"Code will save" appears right above "atomic holocaust," just below "the End of Days."

It is not a promise of divine salvation. It is not a threat of inevitable doom. It is just information. The message of the Bible code is that we can save ourselves.

In the end, what we do determines the outcome. So we are left where we have always been, with one big difference-we now know that we are not alone.
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Coda

Reporters generally tell what has happened, not what will happen. 

"Usually, people wait for things to occur before trying to describe them," wrote Jonathan Schell in his definitive book about the nuclear threat, The Fate o f the Earth. "But since we cannot afford under any circumstances to let a holocaust occur, we are forced in this one case to become the historians of the future."

In the days after Yitzhak Rabin was murdered, I reluctantly came to the same conclusion.

"I know why you're involved in this," I told Rips late one night a few days after Rabin was killed, and there was no longer any doubt that the Bible code was real. "You're a mathematician, you're religious, and you read the Bible every day.

"But I don't know why I'm involved. I'm not religious. I don't even believe in God. I'm a total sceptic. There's no one who would be harder to persuade this is real than me."

"That's why you're involved," said Rips. "You can tell the modern world about the Bible code."

"I'm just the reporter who stumbled onto this," I replied.

But at exactly the moment the Bible code became life-and-death reality, we discovered that the code also predicted an "atomic holocaust" in Israel, an attack that might trigger the first nuclear "World War."

I felt compelled to warn both Peres and Netanyahu that the code seemed to predict an atomic attack, as I had warned Rabin that the code predicted his assassination.

I never imagined that I would ultimately find myself searching for the details of the real Apocalypse. I never imagined that the "End of Days" would be encoded in the Bible with the current year. I never imagined that the long-known Biblical prophecies of Armageddon might on some level be real.

I had been a reporter all my life. I started out on the night police beat. I always had a very flat-footed, down-to-earth view of reality. And I was determined to deal with this story the same way I dealt with every other story.

There were two problems. I could not get a face-to-face interview with the encoder. And I could not check out the facts in the future.

Is the Bible code merely giving a scientific gloss to millennium fever, or is it warning us, perhaps just in time, of a very real danger? There is no way to know.

The code may be neither "right" nor "wrong." It probably tells us what might happen, not what will happen.

But since we cannot let our world be destroyed, we cannot simply wait -we must assume that the warning in the Bible code is real.




Chapter Notes

Dr. Rips has done a formal controlled experiment only in the Book of Genesis, but we consistently find accurate details of modern events also encoded in the rest of the Torah, the first five books of the Bible. The Rabin assassination, for example, was encoded in Numbers and Deuteronomy.

"I would be surprised if the same code we proved existed in Genesis did not exist in the rest of the Torah," states Rips.

And he agrees that other parts of the Old Testament, like Daniel and Isaiah, might also be encoded. The collision of the comet with Jupiter was encoded in Isaiah, where the date of the impact was also found in advance.

The Bible code itself appears to confirm that the entire Old Testament is encoded. "He encoded the Torah, and more," states the code, evidence that not only the first five books, but at least some of the later writings also have hidden information.
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Indeed, the clearest encoding of the "Bible code" uses the Hebrew word "Tanakh," the name for the entire Old Testament. "Tanakh" is actually a Hebrew acrostic of the first letters of the names of all three parts of the Old Testament, the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings.
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Crossing the words "Bible code" is a hidden text that states it was "sealed before God"-an apparent statement that the Bible code is the "sealed book," the secret revelation foretold in the plain text of the Bible.

Rips used the standard Hebrew language text of Genesis, known as the Textus Receptus, in his experiment. The same full text of the Bible is used in the Bible code computer program.

The best known edition of that text, the Jerusalem Bible (Koren Publishing Co., 1992), also contains the most widely accepted English translation of the Old Testament, and it is the primary source of quotes from the plain text in this book. I have also consulted and sometimes used a translation some scholars prefer by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, The Living Torah (Maznaim, 1981).

Quotes from the New Testament are primarily from the King James Version, although I have also consulted a modern translation known as the New International Version.

The statements by Rips quoted throughout this book come from a series of conversations that took place over the course of five years, primarily at his home in Jerusalem, in his office at Hebrew University, in his office at Columbia University, and in hundreds of telephone interviews.




CHAPTER ONE: THE BIBLE CODE

Chaim Guri called Rabin's office the night I met with him, September 1, 1994, and the next morning the Prime Minister's driver picked up my letter warning of the assassination and delivered it to Rabin. Guri, the winner of Israel's two highest writing awards, the Bialik Prize and the Israel Prize for Literature, had known Rabin since childhood, and remained one of the Prime Minister's closest friends.

Yigal Amir, a 26-year-old Orthodox Jew, fired three shots, hitting Rabin twice, after a political rally in Tel Aviv on the evening of November 4, 1995. He later said that God commanded him to do it, and claimed that the murder was justified by religious law because Rabin was planning to surrender the land that God gave Israel .

"5756," the Hebrew year encoded with "Rabin assassination" and "Tel Aviv," began in September 1995, and ended in September 1996. The years encoded in the Bible are from the ancient Hebrew calendar, which starts in Biblical time, 3760 years earlier than the modern calendar.

In addition to Guri, two other people knew more than a year before it happened that I had found the Rabin assassination predicted in the Bible code, and that I warned the Prime Minister. When I first found the prediction encoded in 1994, 1 showed it to Eli Rips, who was then in New York as a visiting professor at Columbia University. And on the same trip I met with Guri, 1 met with the chief scientist at the Israeli Ministry of Defense, Gen. Isaac Ben-Israel. The memo I gave him, dated August 31, 1994, stated: "The only time the full name Yitzhak Rabin is encoded in the Bible, the words `assassin that will assassinate' cross his name ... I think Rabin is in real danger, but that the danger can be averted." Later I met again with Gen. Ben-Israel, along with Rips, who briefed him on the technical details of the Bible code.

A month before the assassination I again tried to reach Rabin directly. He was in the United States to sign an interim peace agreement with Arafat at the White House. I sent a message to his top aide September 30, 1995, stating: "Last year, I was in contact with Prime Minister Rabin through his close friend, Chaim Guri. He spoke to the Prime Minister after meeting with me, and sent him a letter about a possible threat to Mr. Rabin's life. I have uncovered new information that suggests Prime Minister Rabin may be in great danger." The aide did not get back to me, and I was not able to reach the Prime Minister, who was killed five weeks later.

I spoke again to Guri the day after Rabin was killed, then flew to Israel and met with him in Jerusalem. In the phone call, and at our meeting, he told me his reaction to the prediction of the assassination coming true, and of his immediate call to Gen. Barak. Ehud Barak, the most decorated military hero in Israel, had for many years been the Army's chief of staff, and Guri referred to him that way, but at the time Rabin was killed Barak was actually a cabinet minister.

I first heard about the Bible code by chance, in June 1992, after meeting on an entirely different subject with Gen. Uri Saguy, who was then chief of Israeli military intelligence. The information came from a young officer, but no one at the top level of Israeli intelligence was aware of the Bible code until I brought Rips in to brief some of the technical officers at a later time.

Rips is an associate professor in the department of mathematics at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. The quote that he read to me from the Genius of Vilna came from an English translation of The Jewish Mind, by Abraham Rabinowitz (Hillel Press, 1978), pp. 33-34.

Rips' colleague Witztum found in advance the precise date of the first Scud missile attack on Israel, 3 Shevat, 5751 (January 18, 1991). Rips confirmed that Witztum told him the date, and that Rips himself saw it encoded in the Bible, three weeks before the Gulf War started. Later, both Rips and his wife told me how they had felt the night that the missile attack did happen on the exact date found in advance.

H.M.D. Weissmandel, the Czech rabbi who found the first evidence of the code, never himself published his discovery. But his students did later publish a limited-edition book that included a brief reference to his code work before World War II, Torat Hemed (Yeshiva Mt. Kisko, 1958). One of his students, Rabbi Azriel Tauber, said that Weissmandel, in a pre-computer era, wrote out the entire Torah on index cards, with 100 letters on each card, ten rows of ten letters each, and then looked for words spelled out with equidistant skips.

Isaac Newton's search for the Bible code was revealed by the great economist John Maynard Keynes in Essays and Sketches in Biography (Meridian Books, 1956), pp. 280-290, "Newton, the Man." Richard S. Westfall, in The Life of Isaac Newton (Cambridge University Press, 1993), p. 125, also quoted Newton's theological notebooks, and stated that the physicist "believed that the essence of the Bible was the prophecy of human history." See also, Westfall's Never at Rest: A Biography of Isaac Newton (Cambridge University Press, 1980), pp. 346ff.

I first saw the report of the Rips and Witztum experiment in the original draft they submitted for peer review, and the abstract quoted is from that draft. 

The paper was ultimately published in an American math journal, Statistical Science, in August 1994 (vol. 9, no. 3), pp. 429-438, "Equidistant Letter Sequences in the Book of Genesis," Doron Witztum, Eliyahu Rips, and Yoav Rosenberg. I spoke to the journal editor, Robert Kass, before the article was published. His editorial note is quoted from the pre-print he read to me. It was later published in Statistical Science, p. 306. The full Rips-Witztum paper is reprinted in the Appendix of this book.

The results Rips and Witztum reported in Statistical Science were that the names had matched the dates against odds of four in a million, but in a series of later experiments the actual odds were found to be one in ten million.

The original results were derived by taking the set of 32 names and 64 dates and jumbling them in a million different combinations, so that only one was a completely correct pairing. Rips and Witztum then did a computer run to see which of the million examples got a better result-where the information came together most clearly in the Bible. "In four cases the random pairing won," explained Rips. "The correct pairing won 999,995 times."

But in a second experiment where all the correct matches of names and dates were eliminated from the jumbled pairings, and the only correct information appeared in the completely accurate list, and 10 million permutations were checked, the results were one in 10 million.

"None of the random pairings came out higher," said Rips. "The results were 0 vs. 9,999,999, or one in 10 million."

Harold Gans told me the results of his independent experiment in a January 25, 1993, telephone interview, and he further detailed it in another telephone interview in December 1996. In his paper submitted to Statistical Science, Gans stated: "We conclude that these results provide corroboration of the results reported by Witztum, Rips, and Rosenberg ."

Gans stated the odds of finding the cities encoded with the names of the sages were 1 in 200,000.

In the years since the Rips-Witztum paper was published in August 1994, no one has submitted a rebuttal to the math journal, Kass stated in a January 1997 telephone interview.

An Australian scientist, Avraham Hasofer, did publish a brief critique of the Bible code in a small religious journal, B'Or Ha'Torah (no. 8, 1993), pp. 121131. But that was before Rips and Witztum published their experiment. Hasofer did not address their mathematical evidence that there is a code in Genesis, and Hasofer did not himself run any experiment, or actually investigate the Bible code.

Another Australian mathematician, Brendan McKay, raised questions about the Rips-Witztum experiment on the Internet after this book was written. He suggested that the code found in Genesis may not exist in the rest of the Bible. But McKay was not aware that the Rabin assassination was found in advance, encoded in Numbers and Deuteronomy, and that other major events were found in each of the five books of the Torah.

McKay also questioned the statistical method Rips used. But McKay's paper is only a preliminary draft. It has not passed the peer review process that Rips' work did, and McKay has not submitted it to Statistical Science, or any other referee journal. Rips has responded to McKay, inviting his challenge. "I think he is not right," said Rips.

Israel's most famous mathematician, Robert J. Aumann, noted that even if McKay was right, his own preliminary draft stated that the results in the Rips-Witztum experiment would still be 1 in 1000, in ordinary science still very strong results, indeed the most rigorous test ever applied by mathematicians.

Harvard statistician Persi Diaconis, in a letter dated May 7, 1990, in fact set that standard for the Rips-Witztum experiment that proved the existence of the Bible code: "For publication of such a fantastic claim I think a significance level of 1/1000 or better should be required."

The experiment carried out by Rips and Witztum in accordance with all Diaconis' demands had a significance level of at least 1/50,000 (and a later experiment showed the odds were really 1/10,000,000). Diaconis recommended that the paper be published in the math journal Statistical Science.

An Israeli mathematician, who asked not to be quoted by name, told me in December 1996 that he has begun a "preliminary investigation" of the Rips Witztum experiment. He stated that he has "no evidence" that their findings are wrong, and in fact stated that "the math is perfect, and so is the computer science." However, he questioned the way in which Rips and Witztum chose the names of the sages they matched with the dates of birth and death in the Bible code.

I raised his questions with Rips. Rips told me that he and his colleague Witztum had first compiled a list of 34 sages from a standard reference text, The Encyclopedia of Prominent Jewish Scholars, doing it entirely mechanically, using only the names of the men to whom the Encyclopedia devoted three or more columns.

Their first experiment, according to Rips, showed "a very strong correlation between the names and the dates," apparently proving the existence of a code in Genesis.

Later, the Harvard statistician Persi Diaconis, an independent authority who was supervising their experiment, demanded "fresh data," a new list that could not have been selected to succeed.

Diaconis also suggested the experimental method Rips and Witztum used, a million permutations of the names and dates, to test whether the correct pairing of names and dates were really the best match in the Bible code.

Rips and Witztum compiled a second list of 32 names, again mechanically, using in their experiment all the sages to whom the same Encyclopedia devoted at least one-and-a-half and less than three columns.

Because many of the sages, especially in pre-modern times, went by several different names, and there were diverse spellings of some of the names, Rips and Witztum then submitted the final list of 32 to the chairman of the Biblical bibliography department at Israel's Bar-Ilan University, Dr. Shlomo Z. Havlin.

Havlin, one of the foremost experts on Rabbinical literature in the world, who helped compile Bar-Ilan's famous data bank of ancient Hebrew literature, made the final decision on which spellings of which names Rips and Witztum would use in their experiment. I interviewed Havlin in Jerusalem in December 1996, and he confirmed that he, independently, decided which data would be used by Rips and Witztum in the experiment that proved the existence of the Bible code.

Havlin also made a written statement: "I have confirmed that each of the two lists of names and denominations were decided by my judgement, and that I scrupulously examined it against the computerized data-bank of the Data Processing Center of Bar-Ilan University."

These, then, are the facts:

(1) The list of names used in the final experiment was decided by an independent scholar, Havlin at Bar-Ilan;

(2) The names were found encoded with the dates, according to a mathematical test designed by a second independent scholar, Diaconis at Harvard;

(3) The same 32 names, plus the original 34 names, were then found also to match the cities, by a third independent scientist, the Pentagon codebreaker Gans.

The experiment that proved the existence of the Bible code could not have been rigged.

Nonetheless, the Israeli mathematician who declined to be named challenged the results of the Rips-Witztum experiment, claiming that if the columns in the Encyclopedia were measured more precisely, three of the 32 names used in the Rips experiment would be deleted, and two other names would be added.

Rips and Witztum accepted his challenge, and ran their entire experiment all over again in December 1996 and January 1997, using the revised list of names demanded by the skeptical mathematician. The results, Rips reported, were "twenty times better than in our original experiment"-instead of four in a million, two in 10 million. By another way of measuring the odds, the original results were one in 10 million, and the new results five in 100 million.

I performed my own, more limited experiment, checking 20 Bible code findings displayed in this book, to see if any of the same encodings also appeared in a control text of the same size, the first 304,805 letters from the Hebrew translation of Crime and Punishment. Half of the names or phrases did not appear at all, and none appeared with coherent, related information.

For example, "Yitzhak Rabin" did not appear with any skip sequence in Crime and Punishment, nor did "atomic holocaust." That was expected, because the odds against Rabin's full name appearing in a text of 304,805 letters were 10 to 1, and the odds of "atomic holocaust" appearing were almost 100 to 1.

Other expressions like "President Kennedy" and "Shakespeare" did appear in Crime and Punishment. That was also expected, because the odds were that both names would appear with some skip sequence in a text of that size.

However, whereas in the Bible the next words after "President Kennedy" were .to die," and "Dallas" was encoded in the same place, in Crime and Punishment there was no match with the name of the city where he was assassinated, and nothing related to his murder appeared in the same place.

Similarly, "Shakespeare" appeared once in Crime and Punishment, but not with "Hamlet" or "Macbeth."

The pattern was consistent for all twenty names and phrases checked. Sometimes random letter combinations did appear in the novel, but never with coherent information.

"Obviously, if one were to search for enough examples in another book," said Rips, "one would finally find some related words that do meet, that appear in the same place. This would be expected by random chance.

"But only in the Bible code is there consistent, coherent information. And no one has found in War and Peace or Crime and Punishment the accurate prediction of an assassination a year before it happened, or the correct dates of a war three weeks in advance. No one has found anything like that in any other book, in any translation, or in any original Hebrew text, except the Bible."

THE legendary original form of the Bible dictated to Moses by God-"contiguous, without break of words"-was stated by one of the greatest sages in history, Nachmanides, in his Commentary on the Torah (Shilo, 1971), Charles Chavel, ed., vol. 1, p. 14. The continuity of the original Bible was also expressed in its original form as a scroll, not as a book with separate pages, but as one continuous parchment that was unrolled.

Einstein's statement that "the distinction between past, present, and future is only an illusion" comes from a letter he wrote to the family of his lifelong friend Michele Besso on March 21, 1955, Einstein Archive, 7-245, published in The Quotable Einstein (Princeton University Press, 1996), p. 61. 

Besso was a fellow clerk at the Swiss patent office where the 25-year-old Einstein formulated his Theory of Relativity. The quoted letter was written just after Besso died fifty years later, less than a month before Einstein's own death. The full context of his statement about the true nature of time is therefore poignant: "Now he has departed from this strange world a little ahead of me. 

That signifies nothing. For us believing physicists, the distinction between past, present and future is only an illusion, however persistent."

Stephen Hawking's statement that "time travel might be within our capabilities" is quoted from his introduction to The Physics of Star Trek (Basic Books, 1995), p. xii. Hawking repeats his belief in time travel in the latest edition of his book A Brief History of Time (Bantam, 1996)= "The possibility of time travel remains open" (p. 211). He also notes that any advanced form of space travel would require faster-than-light travel, which automatically means going back in time.

The collision of comet Shoemaker-Levy with Jupiter starting on July 16, 1994, was observed by astronomers around the world, and reported in the international media. The details reported are from a series of stories in the New York Times, and the May 23, 1994, issue of Time magazine.

THERE is a complete version of the Bible in the original Hebrew almost 1000 years old, the Leningrad Codex, published in 1008 AD. It is the oldest intact copy of the Old Testament. There is an even older copy of the Hebrew Bible at the Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem, called the Aleppo Codex, but part of it was destroyed in a fire. That book, when it was still intact, was used by Maimonides, the great twelfth-century scholar.

Parts of every book of the Bible (except Esther), and a complete copy of Isaiah, were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls, which are more than 2000 years old.

All Bibles in the original Hebrew language that now exist are the same letter for letter. According to Adin Steinsaltz, the foremost translator of ancient Hebrew texts, the Talmud clearly states several times that if a copy of the Torah has even one wrong letter, it cannot be used and must be buried.

The Bible code computer program uses the universally accepted original Hebrew text.

Therefore, there is no question that information about today's world is encoded in a book that existed at least 1000 years ago, and almost certainly 2000 years ago, in exactly the same form it exists today.

My meeting with Kazhdan and Rips at Harvard took place on March 22, 1994, in Kazhdan's office. His quoted comments on the Bible code are from that meeting.

Kazhdan, along with Yale's Piatetski-Shapiro and two other famous mathematicians, also made a written statement that was published in 1988, six years before the Rips-Witztum experiment passed three levels of peer review, noting that although it was premature to say that the code had been established decisively at that point, "the results obtained are sufficiently striking to deserve a wide audience and to encourage further study."

When we met at Harvard in 1994, the original Rips experiment had just passed the final peer review. Kazhdan then stated that he believed the Bible code was real, but could not yet explain its existence.

My meeting with Piatetski-Shapiro took place at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, in November 1994, and his quoted statements are from that interview.

Stephen Hawking's statement re: the Uncertainty Principle was published in A Brief History of Time (Bantam, 1988), pp. 54-55.

Einstein's statement re: quantum physics and God was made in a December 4, 1926, letter to the physicist Max Born, published in The Born-Einstein Letters (Macmillan, 1971), pp. 90-91.

I met with Robert J. Aumann at his office in Hebrew University, Jerusalem, on January 25, 1996, and all his quoted statements were made at that meeting, except for the final statement "The Bible code is an established fact"-which he made at a March 19, 1996, meeting of the Israeli Academy of Science, when he introduced Rips, who had been invited to speak to the Academy.

Aumann was the senior mathematician most directly involved in overseeing the original Rips-Witztum experiment that proved the existence of the code, and therefore has the most detailed knowledge of their work. I have met and spoken with Aumann on several occasions since our first meeting. He remains a convinced sceptic: "Psychologically it is very difficult to accept, but the science is entirely on the level."

The code's suggestion that there is a "fifth dimension" led me to meet with the chairman of Harvard's physics department, Sidney Coleman, and one of the leading experts on the origin of the universe, M.I.T. physicist Alan Guth. Both told me, in separate interviews, that most physicists now agree that there is a fifth dimension, but that no one can yet define what it is. Both, however, stated an apparent paradox-that the fifth dimension is smaller than the nucleus of an atom, but that we, our whole universe, are inside it.

The ancient religious text cited by Rips is The Book of Creation (Sefer Yetzirah), which according to legend was first written by the patriarch Abraham, a thousand years before Moses received the Bible on Mt. Sinai . The Book of Creation states that we exist in a five-dimensional world, three dimensions of space, a fourth dimension of time, and a fifth spiritual dimension. Modern science confirms the first four, and has no definition of the fifth.




Chapter One, verse five of The Book of Creation defines the five dimensions this way: "A depth of beginning / A depth of end, A depth of good / A depth of evil, A depth of above / A depth of below, A depth of east / A depth of west, A depth of north / A depth of south." The Book of Creation, translated by Aryeh Kaplan (Samuel Weiser, 1990), p. 44.

Rips, in citing this ancient definition of the "fifth dimension," noted that every dimension is defined by a system of measurement, and that the fifth dimension may contain all the others because it is defined by the distance between good and evil, and that, said Rips, "is the greatest distance in the world."




CHAPTER TWO: ATOMIC HOLOCAUST

There is a consistent prophecy throughout the Old Testament that Israel will be devastated in some terrible war, and it is this prophecy that gave rise to the larger vision of the Apocalypse, best known from the horrifying prediction in the New Testament, the Book of Revelation.

The word "Apocalypse" comes from Greek, and actually means "to uncover, to reveal." But in modern times it has come to mean the final destruction that is revealed in the Bible.

In the Old Testament, the final destruction is very clearly focused on Israel. Its most famous statement is in Daniel 12:1-"And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation." But the earliest statement of the Apocalypse comes from Isaiah. In Isaiah 9:13 it is stated this way: "The Lord will cut off Israel, head and tail, in a single day." In Isaiah 29:1 the threat is very specifically focused on Jerusalem, as it is in Daniel 9:12, which states: "Under the whole Heaven there has not been done the like of what has been done against Jerusalem."

Both Daniel and Isaiah 29 make it clear that the ultimate danger is in a time yet to come, that the destruction of Jerusalem is not only in the past, but also in the future.

The best known prophecy of the "Final Battle" is in Revelation 20:7-9, which predicts that Satan will lead a great army in an attack on Jerusalem. The names of the nations in the invading Satanic horde, "Gog and Magog" (20:8), actually come from the Book of Ezekiel in the Old Testament, where they are described simply as enemies who will invade Israel from the North at some unstated time in the future (Ezekiel 38-39). The very word "Armageddon," which also comes from Revelation (16:16), is actually a Greek transliteration of the name of a city in northern Israel, Megiddo.

In the current tense Middle East environment, it is already hard to remember that at the time Rabin was killed Israel was almost uniquely at peace. That was accomplished largely by the Rabin-Arafat handshake on the White House lawn on September 13, 1993. And it did not break down until the wave of terrorism began, as predicted in the code, on February 25, 1996.

The letters that spell out the Hebrew year 5756 also spell out a question that I have translated, "Will you change it?" In fact, the "it" is implied in the Hebrew, but not stated. The literal Hebrew translation is a question in plural form: "Will you change?" The question is not whether we will be changed, but whether we will change something else.

So the best English translation of the question formed by the letters that spell out the year 5756, the English words that give the clearest sense of the Hebrew, are as stated, "Will you change it?"

My original letter to Shimon Peres was dated November 9, 1995, and was delivered to him that day by Elhanan Yishai, who had known the Prime Minister since Peres was thirteen, and remained a close friend and ally in the Labor party. Peres' reaction was told to me by Yishai after their meeting less than a week after Rabin was killed.

I met with Peres' press secretary Eliza Goren at the Prime Minister's office a few days later, and her quoted comment is from that meeting. I again saw Goren in New York on December 10, 1995, and at that time gave her another version of the same letter I had earlier sent the Prime Minister.

The quote from the U.S. Senate report on the danger of nuclear terrorism is from the opening statement of Senator Sam Nunn, vice chairman of the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, as transcribed in the original report of the October 31, 1995, session. It appears in slightly altered words in the final committee report, "Global Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction" (Sen. Hrg. 104-422), p. 4.

The statement that "even potatoes are much better guarded" than nuclear weapons in the collapsed Soviet Union was made by Mikhail Kulik, the official who investigated the theft of 13.5 kilograms of enriched uranium from a nuclear-submarine shipyard near Murmansk . It is quoted in Scientific American (January 1996), p. 42, "The Real Threat of Nuclear Smuggling," Phil Williams and Paul Woessner.

The danger was further confirmed by several nuclear terrorism experts in and out of the U.S. government, including Pentagon and C.I.A. officials who spoke to me on a background basis.

The offer by a top Russian scientist to sell a Soviet missile system he had helped develop was made to me at a meeting in Moscow in September 1991. The obviously impoverished condition of top nuclear scientists that so shocked me in the days right after the Soviet Union first started to collapse apparently still exists to this day.

In October 1996 the chief of the most important nuclear weapons design facility in Russia, Vladimir Nechai, committed suicide because of the shame he felt in not being able to pay his scientists for months at a time. In a New York Times column November 15, 1996, another Russian official who attended his funeral noted the condition of the nuclear scientists who were there: "Here was the pride of Russian science; here were the physicists of world stature, dressed in their threadbare jackets and faded shirts with frayed cuffs." The official, Grigory Yavlinsky, concluded, "In Russia , no one can guarantee the security of thermonuclear programs."

My telephone conversation with Gen. Jacob Amidror took place in November 1995. Amidror was then deputy chief of Aman, Israeli military intelligence. He is now the top aide to the Defense Minister.

Gen. Danny Yatom first contacted me by letter dated December 18, 1995, but we did not talk until the first week of January, 1996. Yatom's letter stated, "Following your letter dated December 10, 1995, to the Prime Minister, Mr. Shimon Peres, he has asked me to meet with you for discussions."

In our later telephone conversations Yatom, who was then Peres' top military advisor, arranged for me to meet directly with the Prime Minister. Yatom's quoted statement is from a telephone conversation.

My January 26, 1996, meeting with Shimon Peres at the Prime Minister's office in Jerusalem was arranged through Yatom, and attended by Goren. Peres' quoted questions are from that meeting.

Kaddafi's statement was released through the Libyan news agency on January 27, 1996, and reported in Israeli newspapers the next day. The quote is translated from the daily Ha'aretz.

My meeting with Gen. Yatom was on January 28, 1996, at the Prime Minister's office in Jerusalem. Yatom told me he had already talked to Peres about our meeting, and also said he had read Kaddafi's statement. His quoted statements are from that meeting.

Peres' speech, stating the danger of nuclear terrorism, took place in Jerusalem January 30, 1996. It is quoted from a January 31 report in the Jerusalem Post. Peres later made a similar statement on ABC's "Nightline" (April 29, 1996): "It is the first time in history that an evil and malicious movement, covered by a religious lining, may acquire these terrible weapons. Imagine what would have happened if Hitler had a nuclear bomb."




CHAPTER THREE: ALL HIS PEOPLE TO WAR

The February 25, 1996, terrorist bombing in Jerusalem and the series of bombings over the next nine days were reported throughout the world. The account here is taken from the New York Times and the Jerusalem Post.

Although that date, 5th Adar in the Hebrew calendar, had been found the day Rabin died nearly four months earlier, because the prediction "all his people to war" seemed so unlikely to come true so soon, I did not tell Prime Minister Peres when I met with him in January. At the last minute, the night before the 

Sunday morning attack I did try to reach Gen. Yatom, but there was no answer at his office.

I met with Yatom April 30, 1996, outside the Israeli Embassy in Washington , as we had arranged in a phone conversation earlier that day.

I called Eli Rips May 28, 1996, the day before the Israeli election, and told him that I had found "Prime Minister Netanyahu" encoded in the Bible. It was Rips who discovered, during that phone conversation, that the word "elected" crossed Netanyahu's name. I told Rips I did not believe it would happen and asked him what he thought about the apparent false prediction in the Bible code. He suggested we wait to see the outcome.

Rips agreed that it was clearly against the odds that two statements of death would cross "Prime Minister Netanyahu," but said he was not sure if those words, which appear in the plain text of the Bible, had meaning in relation to the modern event, the living man, encoded in the same place.

"But I had the same reservations about the prediction of Rabin's assassination," said Rips, "so this time I don't know what to say."

The words with the name "Amir" on the table where "Netanyahu" appears with "Yitzhak Rabin"-"He changed the nation, he will make them evil"-appear in reverse in the plain text of the Bible overlapping "Amir," whose name also appears in reverse. Both are in the same verse of the Bible where the words "name of the assassin" appear in the plain text, Numbers 35:11.

I first spoke to Ben-Zion Netanyahu June 3, 1996, by telephone and sent him the quoted letter to the Prime Minister dated May 29. 1 spoke to him again on June 9, and he confirmed that he had received my letter and given it to the Prime Minister Friday, June 7.

Professor Netanyahu's book, The Origins of the Inquisition, was published in 1995 by Random House. It is dedicated to his other son, Jonathan, who died July 4, 1976, leading the famous rescue at Entebbe.

Rips returned the elder Netanyahu's phone call in my presence on July 31, 1996. Rips confirmed to him that the Bible code was a scientifically proven fact, and that both "atomic holocaust" and "holocaust of Israel" were encoded in the Bible. I met with Ben-Zion Netanyahu at his home in Jerusalem the same day, July 31. His quoted statements are from that meeting.

The next day, August 1, I saw the elder Netanyahu again at his home in Jerusalem in the late evening. His quoted statements are from that meeting.

My last conversation with Ben-Zion Netanyahu on that trip to Israel took place on August 3, by telephone, and the quotes are from that phone conversation.

The last letter I sent Prime Minister Netanyahu was dated August 20, 1996, and was again sent to him through his father.




CHAPTER FOUR: THE SEALED BOOK

The "sealed book" is described in Revelation 5:1-5, and the story of the Messiah opening the "seven seals" is told in Revelation 6-8.

The original version of the same story appears in Daniel 12:1-4.

It is striking that in the New Testament the sealed book is opened to unleash the four horsemen of the Apocalypse, to cause the dead to cry for vengeance on the living, to trigger a great earthquake and cause the Sun, Moon, and stars to go black, and finally to cause "silence in Heaven."

However, in the original story told in the Old Testament, the sealed book is opened to save the world from disaster: "And at that time thy people shall be rescued, everyone that shall be found written in the book" (Daniel 12:1).

Isaac Newton's focus on Daniel and Revelation is revealed by several biographers, including Keynes. In describing Newton's hidden papers, Keynes wrote (p. 286): "Another large section is concerned with all branches of Apocalyptic writings from which he sought to deduce the secret truths of the Universe-the Book of Daniel, the Book of Revelations."

The "End of Days" appears four times in the original words of the Bible Genesis 49:1-2, Numbers 24:14, Deuteronomy 4:30, and Deuteronomy 31:29. A second Biblical expression of the "End of Days" appears in the last words of Daniel 12:13.

There are three ways to write any Hebrew year with letters, and I checked all three for each of the next 120 years, to see which best matched both Biblical expressions of the "End of Days." Out of 360 possible matches for each of the two ways the Bible originally stated the "End," only one year matched both5756, in the modern calendar the year that began in September 1995 and ended in September 1996.

The "time of trouble" is foretold in Daniel 12:1. The promise of salvation, "thy people shall be rescued," is also in Daniel 12:1.

One of the first Dead Sea Scrolls found was a non-Biblical prophecy of "The War Between the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness," in which the Final Battle is described in detailed military terms. For a more detailed discussion of Apocalyptic prophecies through the ages, see When Time Shall Be No More, Paul Boyer (Harvard University Press, 1992).

The Bible itself describes God giving Moses the Torah in Exodus 24:12. And Moses is clearly identified as the man who wrote down "the words of this Torah in a book" in Deuteronomy 31:24.

The description of God coming down on Mt. Sinai is vividly told in Exodus 19:16-20, the source of the description in this book.

Paul Davies is quoted from The Mind of God (Touchstone, 1993), p. 96.

The New York Times reported February 18, 1997, that "quantum computers" may be within our reach, that mankind may be ready to harness the world inside atoms and create "an information-processing method so powerful that it would be to ordinary computing what nuclear energy is to fire."

The astronomer Carl Sagan suggested that an advanced alien technology "might seem to us like magic" in Pale Blue Dot (Random House, 1994), p. 352. The author of 2001, Arthur C. Clarke, made a similar observation: "Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable from magic" (Profiles of the Future, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1984).

Paul Davies' imagined "alien artefact" is described in his book Are We Alone? 

(Basic Books, 1995), p. 42. Stanley Kubrick, in his famous movie version of Clarke's 2001, showed a mysterious black monolith that seemed to reappear at successive stages of human evolution, each time we were ready to be taken to a higher level. When I told him about the Bible code, Kubrick's immediate reaction was, "It's like the monolith in 2001. "

The beginning of the Bible as a stone carving is told in Deuteronomy 27:2-8, in which Moses instructs the people to "write very plainly upon stones all the words of this Torah."

The quote from Jack Miles appears in God: A Biography (Knopf, 1995), p. 365.

Joseph's nickname, "Zaphenath-Paneah," appears in Genesis 41:45. There is a discussion of all the scholarly speculation of its possible meanings in Kaplan, The Living Torah, p. 207, including an Egyptian hieroglyphic representation of the name. The "revealer of secrets" passage is from Daniel 2:47. Miles' statement that the God assisting Joseph was apparently able to reveal the future, but not change it, is quoted from God, p. 365, and his comparison of the future to a "vast reel of film" that can be previewed is quoted from p. 365.

The quote Rips read to me from Isaiah 45:7, in which God Himself clearly states He is both good and evil, caused a nation-wide furor when it was quoted by a rabbi in Bill Moyers' 1996 PBS series, "Genesis." It was striking that the statement was such a surprise, and so controversial, because it was not hidden, but openly stated in a 2500-year-old book of the Bible, both in the original Hebrew, and in all standard English translations including the King James Version. If after several millennia most people still did not know, and could not accept, what was plainly stated in the Bible as the words of God, how could they accept a hidden code in the Bible?

The alternate translation of the final words of the Book of Daniel is not hidden in a code; it is simply another way of reading the plain words of the text.




CHAPTER FIVE: THE RECENT PAST

Isaiah's statement that "to see the future, you must look backwards" comes from verse 41:23, and is more fully discussed in Chapter Eight.

It has a special meaning in the Bible, but it is also a statement that anyone who knows the history of the world would make. It is what Churchill said, "The farther backward you can look, the farther forward you are likely to see." And the philosopher George Santayana said, "Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it."

Doron Witztum, Rips' colleague, discussed his code research with me when we met in June 1992 at his home in Jerusalem . Witztum also self-published a limited edition of his code findings, The Additional Dimension ( Israel , 1989). The Holocaust material cited in Chapter One was included in that publication.

One significant fact I noticed from the first week I spent with Eli Rips searching the Bible code is that we were able to find in the code names and places determined by known events in world history, or by what was on the front page of a newspaper that day, things I asked him to find on the spot. Similarly, when people later asked me to find names or events I had not thought to look for, they too were often encoded with relevant information.

A publisher I met with while researching this book, Sonny Mehta at Knopf, asked me to look for Mahatma Gandhi. "M. Gandhi" was encoded in a single skip sequence with the words "He will be killed," just as "President Kennedy" was immediately followed in a single skip sequence by the words "to die."

The Sadat assassination was found in the Bible code by Rips' colleague Witztum.

The purchase of what is now known as the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron 4000 years ago by Abraham is told in Genesis 23, where the entire transaction is described in detail, including the bargaining between Abraham and Ephron, a Hittite, before they settled on the price, "400 shekels of silver."

The Aum Shimikyo cult's plans were documented in a U.S. Senate committee report on the threat of terrorists using unconventional weapons, "Global Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction," Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations (Sen. Hrg. 104-422). "The world was forced to pay attention on the morning of March 20, 1995," said the committee vice chairman Senator Nunn, citing the day that poison gas was spread through the Tokyo subway system. 

"The cult, known as Aum Shinrikyo, thus gained the distinction of becoming the first group, other than a nation during wartime, to use chemical weapons on a major scale. I believe this attack signals the world has entered into a new era" (p. 5).

The Senate report cited a book published by the cult leader, Second Set of Predictions, Shoko Asahara, in which he stated: "I am certain that in 1997, Armageddon will break out." According to an independent American expert on terrorism, documents seized at the time of Asahara's arrest revealed that he had set a new and earlier date for Armageddon, 1996.

The details of the Oklahoma City bombing come from reports in the New York Times, Time, and Newsweek.

A nuclear terrorism expert at the Pentagon later told me that if the Oklahoma bombers had the amount of plutonium that could fit in a Coca-Cola can, and had included that in their crude truck bomb made of fertilizer and fuel oil, that they could have made Oklahoma City uninhabitable for at least a century.




CHAPTER SIX: ARMAGEDDON

The story of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls is recounted in Millar Burrows' authoritative book, The Dead Sea Scrolls (Viking, 1956), pp. 4-5. There have been several versions told, but all involve a Bedouin stumbling onto the 2000-year-old Dead Sea Scrolls by accident. Some believe he was not a shepherd boy, but a smuggler.

Norman Golb in his book Who Wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls? (Touchstone, 1995) states that the Dead Sea Scrolls were saved to preserve the Bible and other Temple writings from the Romans, before they destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD.

The caves where the scrolls were found are located at Qumran in the cliffs above the Dead Sea.

The Isaiah scroll was the one complete book of the Bible found among the Dead Sea Scrolls. The original was on display, wrapped around the drum that stands in the center of the Shrine of the Book, until the curators realized that the ancient parchment was cracking. A facsimile is now wrapped around the drum, and the original is being restored.

The architect of the Shrine, Armand Bartos, in a telephone interview on October 21, 1996, revealed that the drum was designed to retract and be covered over by steel plates to protect the Isaiah scroll in case of nuclear war. It appears that the device he designed is no longer functional.

The Apocalypse is described in Isaiah 29, and the first Biblical reference to a "sealed book" is in Isaiah 29:11.

The alternate translation of Isaiah 29:17-18, which states that the sealed book will be opened, and its secrets revealed, is not hidden in a skip code, but simply in a slightly different set of word breaks in the original text.

I checked "World War" and "atomic holocaust" against all three ways to write each Hebrew year for the next 120 years. Out of 360 possible matches for each of the two expressions, only two years matched both-5760 and 5766, in the modern calendar the years 2000 and 2006. Rips later checked the statistics for the matches of "World War" and "atomic holocaust" with those two years and agreed that the results were "exceptional."

The estimate that there are 50,000 nuclear weapons now in the world comes from nuclear proliferation experts at the Pentagon. The same experts state that both American and Russian land-based ballistic missiles can reach any target on Earth within half an hour, and that submarine-launched nuclear missiles can reach most major cities within fifteen minutes. A nuclear World War could cause far more destruction within hours than World War II caused in six years. See also Jonathan Schell, The Fate of the Earth (Knopf, 1982).

The Mezuzah contains fifteen verses from the last book of the original Bible, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and 11:13-21, a total of 170 words, always written in 22 lines. The small scroll is rolled up and inserted in a wooden or metal case, affixed to the upper part of the right doorpost, following the commandment in the Bible: "And thou shalt write them on the doorposts of thy house." In Hebrew the word for "doorpost" is "Mezuzah."

Senator Nunn's statement is quoted from "Global Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction" (Sen. Hrg. 104-422), p. 4. Senator Richard Lugar's statement is quoted from the same Senate report, pp. 10-11.

Peres' statement is quoted from his January 30, 1996, speech in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the only city among the nine most likely targets of a nuclear attack that is a clear statistical match in the Bible code with either "atomic holocaust" or "World War," and it matches both against high odds. The other cities checked are Washington, New York, London, Paris, Tokyo, Beijing, Moscow, and Tel Aviv. Paris is the only other possible match with "World War," but the full hidden text seems to link that encoding to a former Israeli Prime Minister: "from Paris, Peres."

The encoding of "Jerusalem" that matches both "atomic holocaust" and "World War" is the best encoding of the name of that city in the Bible, the one with the shortest skip sequence. It appears in a single verse, Deuteronomy 5:9. Moreover, the ancient Biblical name for Jerusalem, "Ariel," also appears with both "World War" and "atomic holocaust." That is the name of the city used in the first vision of the Apocalypse, in Isaiah 29:1-2.

"Ariel" has a second literal meaning in Hebrew, "altar hearth," the place where a burnt offering was made. And in Isaiah 29:2 the shocking connection is openly stated: "It shall be to me as an altar hearth." There follows Isaiah's vision of a future destruction of Jerusalem, words that appear to describe an atomic holocaust.

Schell's description of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, is quoted from The Fate of the Earth, p. 37. Only a few sentences of his detailed description are quoted, and they are quoted without ellipses.

Schell's description of a ground explosion of a nuclear bomb, that also seems to echo the ancient words of Isaiah, is quoted from The Fate of the Earth, pp. 50-51, 53. Again, excerpts from a long detailed description are quoted here without ellipses.

Schell also notes that the 12.5-kiloton atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima was "by present-day standards a small one, and in today's arsenals it would be classed among the merely tactical weapons" (p. 36).

For an extensive discussion of the long, bloody history of religious conflict in Jerusalem see Karen Armstrong, Jerusalem (Knopf, 1996). In his review of the book, the New York Times Jerusalem bureau chief Serge Schmemann noted: "Three great monotheistic religions deem it sacred, yet no city has a comparable history of carnage, destruction, and strife" (New York Times Book Review, December 8, 1996, p. 13).

The "Armageddon" verse is quoted from the King James Version of the New Testament, Revelation 16:14 and 16:16.

The etymology of the word "Armageddon" is confirmed in The Oxford Companion to the Bible (Oxford University Press, 1993), p. 56. It is noted there that the word "Armageddon" is found only in Revelation 16:16, where it is specifically identified as the "Hebrew" name for the location of the Final Battle. The Oxford commentary then states: "Scholars generally explain Armageddon (NRSV: `Harmagedon') as a Greek transliteration of the Hebrew phrase har megiddo (`the mountain of Megiddo')."

The "Gog and Magog" verse is quoted from the King James Version, Revelation 20:7-8.

The Oxford commentary (p. 256) notes that Revelation apparently misquotes Ezekiel 38-39 where "Gog" is identified as the ruler of the land of "Magog." The Oxford commentary also states, "The specific location of Magog is unknown."

The original version in Ezekiel 38:15 clearly predicts that Israel will be invaded from the north. "Syria" is encoded with that verse, and the ancient names for Iran and Libya appear in Ezekiel 38:5. The slaughter that ensues is stated in Ezekiel 39:17-18.

Einstein's vision of World War III and World War IV was quoted in a display of his original handwritten manuscript of the Theory of Relativity at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, which also houses the Shrine of the Book, where the Dead Sea Scrolls are displayed. It is also published in The Quotable Einstein, p. 223.

------------------------




Chapter Seven: Apocalypse

"The great terror" is foretold in Deuteronomy 34:12, the last verse of the original Bible, the last words the Bible says God dictated to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Kaplan's translation of the last three verses of the Torah states: "No other prophet like Moses has arisen in Israel, whom God knew face to face. No one else could reproduce the signs and miracles that God let him display in the land of Egypt, or any of the mighty acts or great sights that Moses displayed before the eyes of all Israel."

The hidden text of the last verse is not really in a code, but revealed by slightly different word breaks in the original text. The warning is very clear "for everyone, the great terror: fire, earthquake" -and it cannot be by chance that this is the last secret revealed in the Bible.

Three years are a very good mathematical match with "the great terror," the years 2000, 2014, and 2113. It is striking that all of the Apocalyptic dangers, whether man-made or natural disasters, appear in the Bible code to be grouped at least roughly within those same time frames.

The "great earthquake" is foretold in Revelation 16:18 and 16:20. An earlier vision of the "great earthquake" was in Ezekiel 38:19-20, where the location is clearly stated to be "the land of Israel." And an even earlier version was in Isaiah 13:13, where the threatened earthquake seems global, or even cosmic.

The full spelling of "Los Angeles" in Hebrew does not appear in the Bible code, but the abbreviated form "L.A. Calif." is more clearly encoded with "great earthquake" than any other major city in the world, and it appears also with "fire, earthquake." Both encodings appear with the same year, "5770," in the modern calendar 2010.

The U.S. Geological Survey report predicting a major southern California earthquake before 2024 was published in the Bulletin of the Seismological Society of America (vol. 5, no. 2), pp. 379-439, in April 1995.

I also interviewed the Survey's California coordinator David Schwartz on October 23, 1996, and he confirmed that a massive earthquake is expected in southern California within the next 30 years, and added that northern California is the second most likely area in the United States to be hit in the near future. "No one yet knows how good we are at this," said Schwartz, "but those are the two biggest bullseyes on the map."

The official Chinese government estimate of the number killed in the great 1976 earthquake in Tangshan was 242,000, but according to the New York Times the number killed was 800,000.

I told my then publisher, Dick Snyder, in April 1993 that the Bible code indicated Japan would be hit by a series of major earthquakes. The Okushiri quake happened July 12, 1993, and was encoded with the name of the epicentre and the month. My meeting with the Japanese cabinet minister Wakako Hironaka took place at her office in Tokyo in September 1993. The great Kobe earthquake struck on January 16, 1995, killing more than 5000.

Virtually all scientists now believe that the dinosaurs were wiped out by an asteroid that slammed into what is now the Gulf of Mexico approximately 65 million years ago. The latest findings suggest that it caused a firestorm across all of North America, immediately killing everything on this continent, and that the fallout from the explosion blotted out the Sun around the world, eventually killing all the dinosaurs. The original asteroid extinction theory was proposed in 1980 by Walter Alvarez, a geologist at Berkeley. The latest findings were published in the November issue of Geology Magazine by Peter Schultz and Stephen D'Hondt.

The creation of "the great Tanin" is told in Genesis 1:21. The name of the dragon the Bible says God fought, "Rahab," comes from Isaiah 51:9. It is a plea to God: "Awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not who cut Rahab in pieces, and pierced through the dragon?" The Hebrew word here is again "Tanin."

The oldest known Creation myth was written thousands of years before the Bible, in Sumer, the area near the Persian Gulf now called Iraq. The Sumerian myth begins with the slaying of a "dragon" by a "god." And nearly every ancient civilization around the world had a similar primal myth.

Brian Marsden's warning that the comet Swift-Tuttle might strike the Earth on August 14, 2126, was made on October 15, 1992. The quoted New York Times report was published October 27, 1992. The quoted Newsweek report was published November 23, 1992.

The 1994 collision of Shoemaker-Levy with Jupiter was reported around the world. The account here is from the New York Times and Time magazine. Eleanor Helin, the NASA scientist in charge of tracking asteroids and comets was quoted in the New York Times May 14, 1996, and the plans for preventing a collision with the Earth were reported in both the Times and Newsweek.

The ancient tale about the king who broke the big rock into pebbles before hurling it at his son is told in two ancient commentaries, Midrash Psalms 6:3 and Midrash Yalkut Shimoni 2:635. Later, an 18th-century sage, the Genius of Vilna, related this tale to the ultimate fate of one of two foreseen Messiahs, the one who according to legend will come first, in an effort to prevent the horror of the End of Days. Like the king's son, said the Genius of Vilna, he "will not suffer the death penalty. He must, however, still suffer the pain of the smaller rocks." Kol HaTor, chapter 1, paragraph 6.

The comet that hit Jupiter crumbled into twenty pieces before it bombarded the planet. It is striking that the Hebrew name for the planet Jupiter, "Zedek," which means "justice," is the root of a name used for the Messiah who comes first, "Zadik," which means "the just one."

The theory that an ancient collision by a comet may have inspired later Apocalyptic scenarios in the Bible is quoted from Timothy Ferris, "Is This the End?," New Yorker magazine, January 27, 1997, p. 55. The odds of a comet or asteroid striking the Earth are stated on p. 49.

---------------------




Chapter Eight: The Final Days

The Jerusalem Post report that Netanyahu was scheduled to meet with King Hussein in Amman July 25, 1996, appeared in the weekly edition published July 21. The date of the scheduled trip was also published in several other Israeli newspapers that week. The reason the trip was delayed, King Hussein's sudden illness, was confirmed by the Prime Minister's press office. Netanyahu's August 5th meeting with Hussein was reported in the Jerusalem Post August 6.

"Both trips were decided on the day I was elected," Netanyahu stated at a news conference, referring to his already completed visit to Cairo and his then upcoming July visit to Amman. Both trips were found encoded in the Bible a week before Netanyahu was elected, where his election was itself forecast in advance.

A more formal statement of the Uncertainty Principle is made by Stephen Hawking: "The more accurately you try to measure the position of a particle, the less accurately you can measure its speed, and vice versa." The upshot, according to Hawking, is that quantum physics can only "predict a number of different possible outcomes" and "not a single definite result." A Brief History of Time, p. 55.

My meeting with Dore Gold took place just before midnight on September 10, 1996, at the Essex House Hotel in New York. My fax to Gen. Yatom was dated September 11 and sent that day. I spoke with our go-between Gen. Ben Israel September 10 and again on September 12, and he told me that he had met with Yatom, and that Yatom confirmed he had received the message and Israeli intelligence was checking out the potential danger of an atomic attack. My final fax to Yatom was sent September 16.

The assassination of Austrian Archduke Ferdinand on June 28, 1914, is accepted by all historians as the immediate cause of World War I. A 1996 PBS documentary, "The Great War," reconfirmed that fact, and an Oxford historian on the show said that the assassination not only triggered the war, but also led inexorably to the Russian Revolution. Indeed, PBS raised the question of what might have happened if the Archduke's carriage had turned right instead of left, if it had not crossed the path of the Serbian nationalist who shot him: "A wrong turn by the Archduke's driver brought the heir to the Austrian throne face to face with Gavrilo Princip," the Serbian assassin.

The assassination set off a chain reaction. Again, from PBS: "On July 28, 1914, Austria declared war against Serbia. But war between Austria and Serbia meant war between Austria and Russia. That meant war between Russia and Germany. And that meant war between Germany and France. And that meant war between Germany and Britain. In a flash, the whole continent was going to be at war."

The "Butterfly Effect" is cited by James Gleick in Chaos (Penguin, 1987), p. 8. He also quotes a much older version of the same concept, from a nursery rhyme (p. 23):

"For want of a nail, the shoe was lost; For want of a shoe, the horse was lost; For want of a horse, the rider was lost; For want of a rider, the battle was lost; For want of a battle, the kingdom was lost!"

The 9th of Av is not only by tradition the date that the First Temple was destroyed in 586 BC and the Second Temple in 70 AD, but also the date that England expelled the Jews in 1290, Spain expelled the Jews in 1492, and the day that the gas chambers of Treblinka began to operate in 1942, beginning the Holocaust. See Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought (Maznaim, 1979), vol. II, pp. 339-340.

Some historians suggest that the Nazis chose the day deliberately: "The mass expulsions from Warsaw began on July 22, 1942, the day before the 9th of Av. 

On the following day, the 9th of Av, the gas chambers of Treblinka began to operate. The organization of these actions on a sombre Jewish holiday was no coincidence. The Nazis studied the Jewish calendar and frequently scheduled the most destructive actions [on such dates]. Within two months, 300,000 Jews were sent to their death." Nora Levin, The Holocaust (Schocken Books, 1973), p. 318.

According to the Talmud God cursed that day because it was the date in Biblical times that the first scouts Moses sent ahead into the Promised Land came back with an "evil report," telling the ancient Israelites that they could not conquer it.

"Ariel" is the ancient name of Jerusalem used in the first warning of the Apocalypse in Isaiah 29:1-2.

The paradoxical quote from the Talmud on the coexistence of free will and foreknowledge comes from Mishnah Avot 3:15, and is attributed to Rabbi Akiva.

In Hebrew the name "Jacob," which means both "he will prevent" and "he will delay," also means "he will follow," specifically track, or even shadow like a detective. So the name of the Biblical Patriarch may suggest that he is in some way still watching over his people. The name Jacob was given after a mysterious wrestling match with an unidentified night visitor (Genesis 32:25-29) became the name of the country, "Israel." In Hebrew, "Israel" means "he will fight God." 

The Bible itself explains Jacob's new name that way: "Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast fought with God and with men, and hast prevailed" (Genesis 32:29).

The three days of warfare starting on September 25, 1996, was reported throughout the world. The account here is taken from the New York Times and the Jerusalem Post. The archaeological tunnel under the Temple Mount in Jerusalem connects the holy places of three religions: the Wailing Wall, the Dome of the Rock and the Via Dolorosa, the route Jesus is said to have walked to his crucifixion.

The word "annexed" that appears twice with "Holocaust of Israel" is used by Israeli authorities to describe the only two territories captured in the 1967 war that were formally made part of Israel, the Golan Heights and East Jerusalem. The Golan formerly belonged to Syria, which still claims it, and which recently moved elite troops into position around it. East Jerusalem was part of Jordan, and is claimed by the Palestinians as the capital of their homeland.

The name "Arafat" appears only twice with no skips in the original text of the Bible, and one of those times appears with the only meeting of the two Biblical expressions of the "End of Days." In fact, it appears directly below that phrase, against very high odds. Moreover, the next words in the hidden text following his name state, "Remember! Don't forget the confirmation of the End Time."

The "exile under Ishmael" is foretold primarily in the Zohar, an ancient commentary, part of the so-called "hidden Midrash" which reveals the secrets not stated openly in the Torah. There are several references in the Zohar to a future time of warfare in Israel in the "End of Days," before the coming of the Messiah. In Zohar Genesis 1:19A it is stated that "the children of Ishmael will prepare to arouse all the nations of the world to come against Jerusalem." It is also stated, however, that Israel might be saved from the attack.

The story of Isaac and Ishmael, Abraham's two sons, is told in Genesis 21. Ishmael's mother was a servant, Hagar the Egyptian, and when Isaac was born his mother Sarah told her husband Abraham, "Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac" (21:10). When Ishmael was born, the plain words of the Bible seem to foretell the battle to come: "He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand will be against him" (Genesis 16:12).

The middle-of-the-night handshake between Netanyahu and Arafat January 15, 1997, was reported that day in the New York Times. Two days earlier, when first reports of the deal emerged, the Times reported: "American officials had no illusion that the Hebron agreement would preclude further crises and confrontations, given the fundamental mutual mistrust and antipathy between the conservative Israel Government and Mr. Arafat. 

The scope of the further withdrawals, and the issues still to be negotiated-Jerusalem, borders, Jewish settlements-are expected to raise at least as many passions and crises as Hebron. Militant Jewish settlers are bound to view the Hebron withdrawal as a betrayal. Rejectionist Islamic groups among the Palestinians may try to use terror again to derail the agreements."

The series of events in March 1997 is recounted from reports in the New York Times and the Jerusalem Post. The quote from King Hussein's letter to Netanyahu is taken from a New York Times report on March 12, 1997. The March 21 suicide bombing was reported in the Times the next day.

Richard P Feynman is quoted from his book, Six Easy Pieces (Helix, 1995), p. 135. Feynman also states that he believes the Uncertainty Principle relates to all things and that therefore "at the present time we must limit ourselves to computing probabilities" (p. 136).

Feynman further states that he does not believe we will ever "beat that puzzle": "No one has ever found (or even thought of) a way around the Uncertainty Principle. So we must assume that it describes a basic characteristic of nature" (pp. 136, 132).

I was, by chance, reading Feynman's book as I was flying to Israel, and learned that Netanyahu was scheduled to go to Jordan on the day the Bible code had predicted in advance. When that trip was suddenly delayed, I realized that the great physicist must be right, we cannot be sure what will happen, we can only state probabilities.

The science writer Timothy Ferris, in the New York Times Magazine, September 29, 1996, stated that quantum physics "remains a highly successful branch of science." His article was entitled, "Weirdness Makes Sense" (pp. 143ff).

The Nobel laureate Gabriel Garcia Mârquez, in his novel One Hundred Years of Solitude, tells of the discovery of a manuscript which reveals a family's history "one hundred years ahead of time." As Garcia Mârquez describes it, he seems to have imagined the true nature of the Bible and its code on a smaller scale. 

The writer "had not put events in the order of man's conventional time, but had concentrated a century of daily episodes in such a way that they coexisted in one instant" (Harper, 1991), p. 421. 1 thought of it when Rips told me that the whole Bible code had to be written at once, in a single flash.

My original meeting with Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz took place at his office in Jerusalem on June 30, 1992, two days after I first met with Eli Rips, and I have met with him on several of my return visits to Israel . We discussed the true nature of time, and the way it might be revealed by the reversal of tenses in the Torah at that first meeting and on other occasions. Steinsaltz told me that although the statement of the future as the past and the past as the future is unique to the Bible, there is no extensive commentary on the reversal of tenses.

Steinsaltz first pointed me to Isaiah 41:23, the verse in the Bible that specifically related seeing the future to "saying things backwards." It was not until years later that I independently discovered that the verse, read backwards, stated the year of the threatened holocaust, "5756."

Rips calculated the odds that all the Apocalyptic dangers stated in the code would match a single expression of the year 2006, "in 5766," at about one thousand to one. He agreed it was "remarkable" that this one year among 120 uniquely matched all the dangers checked= "the End of Days," "World War," "Atomic Holocaust," "Holocaust of Israel," and "Great Earthquake." Rips also agreed it was "striking" that several expressions of the same years 2000 and 2006 likewise matched the same dangers, but said there was no clear way to measure that mathematically.

"We can be certain it is non-random, that it was intentionally encoded," said Rips. "We cannot be certain whether that means the danger is real."

The date of the first Scud missile attack, January 18, 1991, was reported in the New York Times, and confirmed in Facts on File Yearbook 1991, p. 28. Eight Scuds were fired at Israel at about 2 AM January 18 (Israel time). Two hit Tel Aviv. Three landed near Haifa. Three fell in open fields. Jerusalem was not hit. The U.S. had launched Desert Storm, starting the Gulf War, the day before, January 17, 1991.

"Code will save," the words that appear above "atomic holocaust" and below the End of Days," also has a second translation in Hebrew, "codes of Moses." 

Exodus 2:10 tells how Moses was given his name. According to the Bible, he was born in Egypt at a time when the Pharaoh decreed that all male Hebrew infants be killed. His mother, to save him, built a small Ark, and set it afloat in the Nile. The Pharaoh's daughter found the child when she came to the river to bathe, and adopted him as her own:

"And she called his name Moses; and she said, Because I drew him out of the water."

In Hebrew, it is a play on words. According to the authoritative Alcalay dictionary (Massada, 1990), p. 1517, "Moses" actually means, "to pull out, extricate, rescue."

CODA

Jonathan Schell's statement "We are forced in this one case to be historians of the future" appears in The Fate o f the Earth, p. 21.

Notes On Illustrations

The names and events encoded in the Bible use the same Hebrew that appears in the plain text of the Bible and the same Hebrew used by Israelis today.

The years encoded in the Bible are from the ancient Hebrew calendar, which starts in Biblical time, 3760 years earlier than the modern calendar. The equivalent years in the modern calendar are also noted with all the Bible code printouts.

The names of people and places are taken from standard reference sources, like the Hebrew Encyclopedia. The Hebrew spellings for more current events are those used by Israeli newspapers.

The translations of all encodings have been confirmed by the authoritative R. Alcalay Hebrew-English dictionary (Massada, 1990) and the standard unabridged Hebrew dictionary, A. Even-Shoshan (Kiryat Sefer, 1985). And all the Bible code material quoted in this book has been checked by Israeli translators, who worked with me during the entire five-year investigation.

Many of the most important Bible code print-outs reproduced in this book were seen and confirmed by Dr. Rips. The translations of the Rabin assassination material were also confirmed by Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, the leading translator of ancient Hebrew texts.

All of the Bible code print-outs displayed in this book have been confirmed by statistics to be encoded beyond chance. The word combinations are mathematically proven to be non-random.

The statistics are calculated automatically by computer, according to the mathematical model designed by Rips and Witztum, and validated by independent peer review.

The computer scores the matches between words, using two tests-how closely they appear together, and whether the skips that spell out the search words are the shortest in the Bible. (For a more detailed explanation see Appendix.)

Hebrew reads right to left, but words are encoded in both directions, and, as in a crossword puzzle, also up and down.

Sometimes the original text of the Bible, with only slightly different word breaks between the existing letters, reveals precise information about events in the modern world. In this book, it is called the "hidden text." We can use the hidden words encoded with "Watergate" to show how it works.

The plain text of the fourth book of the Bible, Numbers 3:24, refers to a clan of one of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, "the chief of the house of the father of the Gershonites." The original Hebrew text of that verse is reproduced below:

[image: ]

 

CHIEF OF THE HOUSE OF THE FATHER OF THE GERSHONITES

However, the same word that in Biblical Hebrew meant "chief" or "ruler," in modern Hebrew is the word for "President," the word used by Israelis today for "President Clinton" or their own "President Weizmann."

And, with a slight change in word breaks, the same letters in Numbers 3:24 spell out an entirely new sentence: "President, but he was kicked out." Again, the original Hebrew is reproduced below:

[image: ]

PRESIDENT, BUT HE WAS KICKED OUT

So, the only time "Watergate" is encoded anywhere in the Bible, it appears in the same place that the hidden text describes Nixon's forced resignation. The words in the Bible are exact. "Watergate," "President," and "kicked out" were the words used by Israeli newspapers in reporting Nixon's downfall.

In some cases, the Bible code uses a condensed form of Hebrew, as one would expect in a code. And the Bible code, like the Bible itself, sometimes drops letters that are generally used in modern Hebrew, primarily the vuv and the yud.

All the Bible code print-outs displayed in this book are cited below, with chapter and verse numbers from the Bible, showing where they are encoded. All the code print-outs that differ even slightly from common Hebrew, or that require further explanation for people who don't read Hebrew, are detailed.

---------------




Chapter One: The Bible Code

• "Yitzhak Rabin" is encoded starting in Deuteronomy 2:33 and ending in Deuteronomy 24:16. It is the only time his full name is encoded anywhere in the Bible. "Assassin that will assassinate" appears in Deuteronomy 4:42, and "assassinate" crosses Rabin's name. It is the only time those words appear in the Bible. (p. 15)

• "Yitzhak Rabin," as noted, appears in Deuteronomy 2:33-Deuteronomy 24:16. "Name of assassin who will assassinate" appears in Deuteronomy 4:42. The name of Rabin's assassin, "Amir," appears in Numbers 35:11, and the plain text of the same verse again includes the words "name of assassin." (p. 16)

• "Rabin assassination" is encoded from Exodus 36:37 to Leviticus 22:5. The year he was killed appears in Exodus 39:3-4, and crosses both "Rabin assassination" and the place he was killed, "Tel Aviv" The name of the city is encoded from Exodus 33:5 to Leviticus 4:9. (p. 17)

• "Fire on 3rd Shevat," the Hebrew date equivalent to January 18, 1991, the day of the first Scud missile attack in the Gulf War, is encoded in Genesis 14:2-12. The name of Iraq's leader, "Hussein," is encoded in Genesis 14:9-14. Both the words "war" and "missile," although only marked once on the table, appear twice, and the second "missile" crosses "enemy." (p. 19)

The full code sequence actually states "Hussein picked a day." It is encoded in Genesis 14:6-17, the same chapter of the Bible where "fire on 3rd Shevat" is encoded. But the two phrases are too long to fit together on a single print-out. The literal translation of the encoded words would be "Hussein marked a day," as if he circled it on a calendar.

The modern Hebrew spelling of the name "Hussein" would generally have one more letter, a vuv, but the spelling encoded in the Bible is an accepted alternative form, and consistent with Biblical Hebrew. The encoding of his name with the date was clearly intentional; the attack did happen as predicted "on 3rd Shevat."

• "Yitzhak Rabin," as noted above, appears in Deuteronomy 2:33-Deuteronomy 24:16. (p. 27)

• "Assassin who will assassinate," as noted above, appears in Deuteronomy 4:42. (p. 28)

• "Amir" appears in Numbers 33:14-15. It is the third way in which the name of the assassin is encoded with the murder. (p. 29)

• "Clinton" is encoded starting in Genesis 24:8 and ending in Numbers 26:24. His name is spelled in the Bible code exactly as it is spelled in the Israeli press. "President" appears connected to "Clinton" in Numbers 7:2. It is, again, exactly the word used for "President" in modern Israel. (p. 32)

• "Watergate" is encoded from Genesis 28:21 to Numbers 19:18. "Who is he? President, but he was kicked out," as explained in detail above, appears in Numbers 3:23-24. (p. 33)

• "Economic collapse" is encoded from Exodus 20:9 to Deuteronomy 11:6. It appears only once in the entire Bible, and the year it began, 1929, appears in the same place. The equivalent Hebrew year, "5690," is encoded in Numbers 10:8. (p. 34)

• "Man on Moon" is encoded from Numbers 19:20-Numbers 27:1. "Spaceship" crosses it, encoded in Numbers 22:25. (p. 35)

• "Shoemaker-Levy," the name of the comet that struck Jupiter, is encoded starting at Genesis 19:38 and ending at Genesis 38:19. "Jupiter" is encoded in Genesis 30:41 to Genesis 31:1. (p. 36)

• "Shoemaker-Levy" is again encoded in Isaiah 25:11 to Isaiah 27:4. "Jupiter" is encoded in Isaiah 26:16. And the date the comet struck the planet, "8th Av," appears in Isaiah 26:20. (p. 37)

There are two ways to spell "Jupiter" in Hebrew, and both are encoded with the name of the comet that struck the planet. The first spelling is a transliteration of "Jupiter," and is encoded in Genesis; only part of the name is displayed in the print-out because the table is too wide to be reproduced in full. The second is the Hebrew name for the planet, "Zedek," which is encoded in Isaiah with the date the comet hit Jupiter.

• "Hitler" is encoded in Genesis 8:19-21. He is identified as "Nazi and enemy" in Genesis 8:17-18. He is called an "evil man" in Genesis 8:21. "Slaughter" is encoded in Genesis 8:20. (p. 40)

• "Shakespeare" is encoded from Leviticus 23:24 to Numbers 1:34. "Hamlet" is encoded in Leviticus 3:13-14:27. "Macbeth" is also encoded starting in the same verse of the Bible, Leviticus 3:13, and ending in Leviticus 7:29. (p. 47)

• "Wright Brothers" is encoded from Genesis 30:30 to Genesis 43:14. "Airplane" appears in Genesis 33:7-8. (p. 48)

• "Edison" is encoded from Numbers 14:19-17:19. "Light bulb" appears in Numbers 11:26-27. "Electricity" appears in Numbers 13:1-2. (p. 48)

• "Newton" is encoded from Numbers 18:30 to Numbers 21:5. "Gravity" crosses his name encoded in Numbers 19:20. In Hebrew, the word that means "gravity" is usually prefaced by the words "force of," and without that would mean "`attraction" or "pull." But since it is encoded with "Newton," the scientist who discovered "gravity," the meaning seems clear, and the encoding intentional. (p. 49)

• "Einstein" appears once in the Bible encoded from Exodus 21:29 to Numbers 31:39. The word "science," and the overlapping statement "a new and excellent understanding," both appear in Numbers 3:34 and cross the name "Einstein." "They prophesied a brainy person" appears in Numbers 11:26. (p. 49)

-----------------------------




Chapter Two: Atomic Holocaust

• "All his people to war" appears in Deuteronomy 2:32, just above "assassin who will assassinate," which crosses "Yitzhak Rabin" as noted above. (p. 54)

• "Holocaust of Israel" is encoded once in the Bible, from Genesis 49:17 to Deuteronomy 28:64. "5756" appears in Exodus 17:2, the only time the year appears anywhere in the plain text of the Bible without any skips. (p. 55)

• "Atomic holocaust" is encoded from Numbers 29:9 to Deuteronomy 8:19. It appears only once in the Bible, and the odds against it appearing at all are at least 100 to 1. "In 5756" is encoded in Deuteronomy 12:15. (p. 56)

• "The next war" is encoded from Genesis 36:15 to Numbers 12:8. "It will be after the death of the Prime Minister" appears in the verse right above, Genesis 25:11. (p. 58) On the same table that "the next war" is encoded, in the same verse that states "It will be after the death of the Prime Minister," both the names "Yitzhak" and "Rabin" are encoded, but the full code print-out is too big to be reproduced here, so we see only the Prime Minister's first name.

• "Libyan artillery" is encoded from Exodus 21:22 to Numbers 1:38. The same unique appearance of "5756" in Exodus 17:2 that appears with "holocaust of Israel" also appears here. (p. 62)

• The name "Libya" appears three times with "atomic holocaust," once crossing those words, and twice more on the same line, appearing all three times in Exodus 34:6-7. The Hebrew word that means "total destruction" appears twice in that same verse of the Bible. Right before the first encoding of "Libya" are the words "It was exploded." Right after the third encoding of "Libya" are the words "They were revealed." (p. 64)

• "Atomic artilleryman" is encoded from Deuteronomy 4:40 to Deuteronomy 6:24. The opening of the first verse, Deuteronomy 4:40, states, "In order that you prolong thy days." In Hebrew the same letters also spell out "address, date." The apparent location, "the Pisgah," crosses the second letter of "atomic artilleryman" in Deuteronomy 4:49. (p. 66)

-----------------------------




Chapter Three: All His People To War

• "Autobus" is encoded from Numbers 9:2 to Numbers 14:35. "Bombing" or "explosion" appears in the same place, encoded in Numbers 10:23-24. "Jerusalem" crosses "autobus," encoded in Numbers 11:1-4. The full name of the city is encoded in the Bible, but the print-out is too wide to be reproduced in full here. (p. 70)

• "Autobus" is encoded again in Genesis 34:7-35:5. "They will ride, and there will be terror" appears in the last verse, Genesis 35:5, crossing "autobus." "Fire, great noise" appears in the previous verse, Genesis 34:4. (p. 71)

• "Prime Minister Netanyahu" is encoded one time in the Bible, from Exodus 19:12 to Deuteronomy 4:47. Crossing his name is the word "elected," encoded in Numbers 7:83. His nickname, "Bibi," is encoded in the same verse. (p. 73)

• "Netanyahu" appears without skips in the hidden text of Deuteronomy 1:21, on the same table where "Yitzhak Rabin," "Amir," "name of assassin," and "all his people to war" also appear together (see Chapter One). Right before "Netanyahu" in the hidden text are the words, "for the great horror." (p. 76)

• "The next war" is encoded from Genesis 36:15 to Numbers 12:8. "It will be after the death of the Prime Minister" appears in the verse right above, Genesis 25:11. Overlapping those words, encoded in the same verse, is the statement "another will die." (p. 80)

• "Prime Minister Netanyahu" is cited above. The words "surely he will be killed" that cross his name appear in Exodus 19:2. The words "his soul was cut off' appear in Exodus 31:14. The word "murdered" appears twice in Numbers 31:17. (p. 81)

-----------------




Chapter Four: The Sealed Book

• "In the End of Days" appears in the plain text of Genesis 49:1, which states: "And Jacob called to his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the End of Days." The year, "in 5756," is encoded from Genesis 48:17 to Genesis 49:6. (p. 86)

The "End of Days" appears four times in the original five books of the Bible. In the Jerusalem Bible it is translated as "the last days" and "the latter days." But Kaplan notes that the literal meaning is "the End of Days" (The Living Torah, p. 245).

• "World War" is encoded once in the Bible, from Deuteronomy 4:28 to Deuteronomy 17:4. "In the End of Days" appears in the plain text of the Bible just above, in Numbers 24:14. (p. 87)

• "Atomic holocaust," as already noted, also appears once (Numbers 29:9 to Deuteronomy 8:19). Again, "in the End of Days" appears just above, in the same verse that appears with "World War," Numbers 24:14. (p. 88)

• The second Biblical expression of the "End of Days," which appears only in the plain text of Daniel, is encoded from Deuteronomy 4:34 to Deuteronomy 32:28. "In 5756" is encoded just above, in Deuteronomy 1:25. (p. 89)

In its original Biblical context it is always taken to foretell a future time of trouble, the Apocalypse. But the last words of Daniel are also seen as foretelling "the days of the Messiah."

• "Amir," Rabin's assassin, is encoded in the same skip sequence as "End of Days," from Numbers 16:3 to Numbers 29:8. "War" appears in the plain text of Deuteronomy 4:34, the verse where "End of Days" begins. (p. 92)

• The two Biblical expressions of the "End of Days" appear together one time, in the plain text of Deuteronomy 4:30, and encoded from Numbers 28:9 to Deuteronomy 19:10. Both "plague" and the plea "Save!" appear in the same place in Numbers 14:37-38. (p. 93)

• "It was made by computer" is encoded in Exodus 32:16-17, where the plain text states, "And the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets." (p. 96)

• "Bible code" is encoded from Deuteronomy 12:11 to Deuteronomy 12:17. The Hebrew word used for "Bible" is "Tanakh," which means the entire Old Testament. "Sealed before God" appears in Deuteronomy 12:12. (p. 99) 

• "Computer" is encoded in Daniel 12:4-6. The plain text of Daniel 12:4 states, "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, until the time of the End." (p. 99)

• "5757," the Hebrew year equivalent to 1997, is encoded from Daniel 10:8 to Daniel 11:22. The current year also appears with the famous words from Daniel 12:4, "Shut up the words, and seal the book, until the time of the End." In the same place, at Daniel 11:13 and Daniel 11:40, there twice appear the same words which have two possible translations: "for you, the encoded" and "for you, the hidden secrets." (p. 104)

-------------------------




Chapter Five: The Recent Past

• "World War" is encoded from Deuteronomy 4:28 to Deuteronomy 17:4. "It will strike them, to destroy, annihilate" appears in Deuteronomy 9:19, crossing "World War." (p. 106)

The word "second" is encoded right above "World War," but is not included in the code print-out because in Hebrew the word "war" is female in gender, and the word "second" appears here in the male form. However, it seems clearly intended, because the full hidden text states "second and third," and that phrase crosses "this world devastated, World War," which is spelled out in a single skip sequence.

• "Roosevelt" is encoded once in the Bible, from Genesis 40:11 to Deuteronomy 9:1. He is identified as "President" in Numbers 25:18, and the hidden text of that same verse states, "He gave the order to strike on the day of the great defeat." 

The last letter of the Hebrew word for "great defeat" does not appear in the print-out, because it is one column too wide. (p. 106)

• "Atomic holocaust," as noted above, is encoded from Numbers 29:9 to Deuteronomy 8:19. The year of Hiroshima, 1945, in the Hebrew calendar "5705," appears in Deuteronomy 8:19, crossing the last letter of "atomic holocaust." "Japan" is encoded in Numbers 29:9. (p. 107)

• "President Kennedy" is encoded once in the Bible, from Genesis 34:19 to Genesis 50:4. The next words in the same skip sequence, "to die," are encoded from Genesis 27:46 to Genesis 31:51. "Dallas" appears in the same place, starting at Genesis 10:7 to Genesis 39:4. (p. 108)

• "Oswald" is encoded from Numbers 34:6 to Deuteronomy 7:11. "Name of the assassin who will assassinate" appears in Deuteronomy 4:42, the same verse that is encoded with the Rabin assassination, and the name of his assassin, Amir. (p. 109)

• "Ruby" is encoded in Deuteronomy 2:8 with "Oswald," and the words "he will kill the assassin," which appear in Numbers 35:19. (p. 110)

• "R.E Kennedy" is encoded in Exodus 26:21-22. In the hidden text of those verses, intertwined with his name, twice appear the words "second ruler will be killed." The name of his assassin, "S. Sirhan," is encoded from Exodus 19:18 to Exodus 29:13, crossing the name "Kennedy" in the code. (p. 111)

• "Toledano" is encoded from Genesis 31:39 to Genesis 42:34. The only time his name appears, the entire code sequence spells out "captivity of Toledano" (Genesis 24:6 to Genesis 30:20). The name of the city, "Lod," appears in Genesis 39:14. The words "Don't shed blood" appear in the plain text of Genesis 37:22, and the statement "he will die" appears in the hidden text of Genesis 30:20. (p. 113)

• "Goldstein" is encoded from Genesis 31:10 to Leviticus 25:16. "Man from the house of Israel who will slaughter" appears across his name in Leviticus 17:3. The name of the city where he committed the massacre, "Hebron," appears in Numbers 3:19. (p. 114)

"Goldstein" is generally spelled with one more letter, a vuv, but this is an accepted alternate spelling, and it is consistent with Biblical Hebrew.

• "Oklahoma" is encoded from Genesis 29:25 to Genesis 35:5. "Death" crosses the name of the city that was bombed in Genesis 30:20. "There will be terror" appears in the plain text of Genesis 35:5, the last verse in which "Oklahoma" is encoded. (p. 117)

• "Murrah Building" is encoded from Genesis 35:3 to Genesis 46:6. The words "desolated, slaughtered" appear in Genesis 35:3, crossing the "M." "Killed, torn to pieces" appears in Genesis 37:33, again crossing the name of the building. (p. 118)

• "His name is Timothy" is encoded in Genesis 37:12-19, and "McVeigh" is encoded in Genesis 37:8-9. (p. 119)

His name is encoded with the day and the hour that he allegedly blew up the Federal office building in Oklahoma City, killing 168 people. It was exactly "two years from the death of Koresh," the leader of a lunatic religious cult. Those words are also encoded with "McVeigh," but are not shown on the smaller scale table reproduced in the book.

-----------------------




Chapter Six: Armageddon

• Both "in 5760" and "in 5766," the years 2000 and 2006 in the modern calendar, are encoded with "World War" in Deuteronomy 11:14-15. The two years are encoded in the same verses of the Bible. They overlap each other. "In 5766" is simply "in 5760" with one more letter, spelling out the later year. There is no way to know whether one or both of the years is intended. Both match "World War" against very high odds, and both are better matches than any other year. 

No other year appears on the original "World War" table in the Bible code. 

Mathematically, "in 5766" is a slightly better match, but "5760" appears a second time on the same table, encoded in Numbers 28:5-6. (p. 124)

• "Atomic holocaust," like "World War," is encoded with both the years 2000 and 2006. Both years again appear in Deuteronomy 11:14-15. Again there is no way to know which of the two years is intended. Both are a very good match mathematically. Although "5766" is again a slightly better match, these two years are the only years in the next 120 that match both "atomic holocaust" and "World War." (p. 125)

• "Terrorism" is encoded with "World War" in Deuteronomy 3:13, and the words "war to the knife" appear just above in Deuteronomy 1:44. (p. 128)

 • "Communism" is encoded once in the Bible, from Genesis 41:34 to Numbers 26:12. The connecting words "fall of" are encoded in Numbers 22:27-28. "Russian" is encoded in the same place, between Numbers 26:12 and Numbers 34:2.

"In China" is encoded just below in Deuteronomy 22:21, and the word "next" appears in the same verse. (p. 129)

• "Atomic weapon" is encoded once in the Book of Isaiah, from 32:1 to 65:18. "Jerusalem" and "scroll" and "He opened it" all appear in the hidden text of the last verse, Isaiah 65:18. In fact, they overlap each other. The "M" in "atomic" is also the "M" in "Jerusalem," and the same "M" is the "M" in "Megillah," the Hebrew word for "scroll," and overlapping "scroll" are the words "He opened it," which in Hebrew begins with the same "M." Since the plain words of Isaiah state that a "sealed book" will be opened, revealing the details of an Apocalypse that it almost openly describes as an atomic attack on Jerusalem, the encoding of "atomic weapon" is clearly intentional. But in modern Hebrew it would usually be spelled with one more letter. (p. 132)

• "Ariel," the ancient name for Jerusalem, appears in the hidden text of Deuteronomy 4:28, where the encoding of "World War" begins. (p. 133)

• "Armageddon" is encoded from Genesis 44:4 to Exodus 10:16, and "Asad holocaust" follows in the same skip sequence from Genesis 30:6 to Genesis 41:57. The "Armageddon" code print-out uses the Hebrew words "Har Megiddo," which means "Mt. Megiddo." Bible scholars agree that this Hebrew name is the origin of the word "Armageddon," which is really a Greek transliteration of the name of that location in northern Israel. The word "Armageddon" does not appear in the plain text of the Old Testament, only in the New Testament. (p. 134)

• "Syria" is encoded in Ezekiel 38:10-15, starting at the verse that states, "And thou shalt come from thy place in the far North, thou and many peoples with thee, a great horde, and a mighty army." "Gog, land of Magog" appears in the plain text of Ezekiel 38:2. (p. 135)

--------------------------




Chapter Seven: Apocalypse

• The year 2113 is encoded from Deuteronomy 29:24 to Deuteronomy 33:14. "Empty, depopulated, desolated" appears in Deuteronomy 33:14. "For everyone, the great terror: fire earthquake" appears in the hidden text of the last verse of the original Bible, Deuteronomy 34:12 (p. 138)

• "Great earthquake" is encoded from Exodus 39:21 to Deuteronomy 18:17. It also appears with both the years 2000 and 2006. Again, they overlap each other, encoded in Leviticus 27:23. "In 5760," the year 2000 in the Hebrew calendar, however appears twice, encoded again in Exodus 39:21. (p. 139)

• "Los Angeles" is not encoded in the Bible, but its abbreviated form "L.A. Calif." is encoded twice, in Leviticus 23:10-12, and in Genesis 27:9-30. Against high odds, "L.A. Calif." appears with "great earthquake" (Exodus 9:24 to Numbers 23:11), and again with "fire, earthquake" (Genesis 27:17). And both encodings appear with the same year, 2010. That year, "5770" in the Hebrew calendar, is encoded with "great earthquake" in Numbers 4:23. And "5770" actually overlaps "fire, earthquake" in Genesis 27:17. (p. 141)

• "China" appears in Numbers 33:12 with "great earthquake" and "in 5760" (cited above). The year of the last "great earthquake" in China, 1976, is encoded in Leviticus 27:24. (p. 143)

• "Kobe, Japan" is encoded from Numbers 5:14 to Deuteronomy 1:7. Both "fire, earthquake" and "the big one" appear in the hidden text of Deuteronomy 10:21. (p. 145)

• "Year of the plague" is encoded once in the Bible, from Exodus 16:10 to Deuteronomy 2:34. "Israel and Japan" appears in the hidden text of Exodus 16:10, crossing "year of the plague." (p. 146)

• "Japan" appears in Leviticus 14:18, with "great earthquake." The years 2000 and 2006 appear just below in Leviticus 27:23. (p. 147)

• "Economic collapse" is encoded once in the Bible, from Exodus 20:9 to Deuteronomy 11:6. "Earthquake struck Japan" appears just below in the hidden text of Deuteronomy 31:18. (p. 147)

• "Dinosaur" is encoded once in the Bible, from Genesis 36:14 to Deuteronomy 30:14. "Dragon" crosses "dinosaur," encoded in Deuteronomy 4:25. The name of the dragon the Bible says God battled, appears in the hidden text of Deuteronomy 10:10, which states, "It will strike Rahab." "Asteroid" crosses "dinosaur," encoded in Deuteronomy 24:19-21; one letter does not fit on the Bible code print-out reproduced here. (p. 149)

• "Swift" is encoded from Leviticus 15:19 to Leviticus 23:29. The year the comet is predicted to return, 2126, is encoded in Leviticus 24:5. "In the seventh month, it came" appears in Leviticus 23:39. "The seventh month" would ordinarily mean the seventh month in the Hebrew calendar, but in this context instead seems to be a statement that the comet will come in July, and therefore safely pass by the Earth. (p. 151)

• "Comet" is encoded from Leviticus 18:20 to Deuteronomy 27:1. The year 2006 is encoded in Leviticus 27:23. "Year predicted for world" appears right above, in Leviticus 25:46. (p. 154)

The year 2012 also appears with "comet," in Deuteronomy 1:4. "Earth annihilated" appears just above in Exodus 34:10. But, with 2012, also in the hidden text of Deuteronomy 1:4 are the words "It will be crumbled, I will tear it to pieces." (p. 155)

---------------------------------




Chapter Eight: The Final Days

• "Prime Minister Netanyahu" is encoded once, from Exodus 19:12 to Deuteronomy 4:47. "July to Amman" appears with no skips in the hidden text of Leviticus 26:12-13. It also appears only once in the Bible. (p. 157)

• "Delayed" appears in Leviticus 14:39, just above "July to Amman." (p. 158)

• "Delayed" appears three times on the same table with "Prime Minister Netanyahu," right above "July to Amman," overlapping "his soul was cut off' in Exodus 31:14, and crossing "murdered," encoded from Numbers 19:10 to Deuteronomy 17:11. (p. 160)

• "The next war" is encoded once in the Bible, from Genesis 36:15 to Numbers 12:8. "Another will die, Av, Prime Minister" appears in the hidden text of Genesis 25:11, one line above. (p. 161)

• "9th of Av is the day of the Third" appears in the hidden text of Numbers 19:12, with "World War" and the ancient name for Jerusalem, "Ariel." "Third" does not agree in gender with "war," which is in Hebrew a female word. But, the "9th of Av" was the date of the first and second destructions of Jerusalem, and since the Bible code warns that a third World War may begin with the third destruction of Jerusalem on the same date, the encoding is clearly intentional. And the Hebrew is perfect if it describes the "third" destruction of Jerusalem. (p. 163)

• "9th Av, 5756," the date in the Hebrew calendar equivalent to July 25, 1996, is encoded from Genesis 45:27 to Leviticus 13:55. "Bibi" and "delayed" are intertwined with a hidden text that states "five futures, five roads" in Numbers 7:35. (p. 164)

• "Holocaust of Israel" is encoded once from Genesis 49:17 to Deuteronomy 28:64. The year 2000, "5760" in the ancient calendar, crosses it encoded in Exodus 12:4. "You delayed" overlaps the year in the hidden text of Exodus 12:45. (p. 166)

• "They delayed the year of the plague" is encoded as a single skip sequence from Genesis 1:3 to Deuteronomy 2:34. "Israel and Japan" crosses it in Exodus 16:10. (p. 167)

• "Friend delayed" appears in the hidden text of Numbers 14:14, where the plain words foretell "the End of Days." Both appear just above "World War." (p. 168)

• "Tunnel" is encoded with the same skip sequence as "Holocaust of Israel," running parallel to it from Exodus 17:2 to Numbers 14:36. (p. 169)

• "Ramallah" appears in Numbers 32:25, crossing "atomic holocaust" (Numbers 29:9 to Deuteronomy 8:19). The full hidden text states, "Ramallah fulfilled a prophecy." (p. 170)

• "Annexed" appears twice with "holocaust of Israel," in Leviticus 13:2 and Leviticus 27:15. (p. 171)

• "Arafat" appears in Deuteronomy 9:6, right below "in the End of Days" (Deuteronomy 4:30), the only time those words in the plain text of the Bible appear with the second Biblical expression of the "End of Days," encoded from Numbers 28:9 to Deuteronomy 19:10. (p. 171)

• "They told the future backwards" appears in Isaiah 41:23, which can also be translated "They told the things that are to come hereafter," or "They told the letters in reverse." 

"5756," in the modern calendar 1996, appears backwards in the same verse of Isaiah. (p. 176) "They changed the time" overlaps the year, also spelled out backwards in Isaiah 41:23. (p. 176)

• "Code will save" appears in Numbers 26:64, right above "atomic holocaust," and right below "in the End of Days" (Numbers 24:14). In Hebrew, the same letters that spell "code will save" also spell "codes of Moses." (p. 180) 

--------------




Chapter Notes

• "Bible code" is encoded from Genesis 41:46 to Numbers 7:38. The Hebrew word used here for "Bible" is "Torah," the name for the first five books of the Old Testament, which the Bible says God dictated to Moses. The same word that means "code" also is a verb, so the full phrase can also be read, "He encoded the Torah, and more." The additional words "and more" appear in Numbers 20:20 to Deuteronomy 28:8. (p. 185)

• "Bible code" is encoded again from Deuteronomy 12:11 to Deuteronomy 12:17. The Hebrew word used here for "Bible" is "Tanakh," which means the entire Old Testament. "Sealed before God" appears in Deuteronomy 12:12. (p. 186)

Appendix

The original experiment that proved the existence of the Bible code was published in a U.S. scholarly journal, Statistical Science, a review journal of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics (vol. 9, no. 3), in August 1994, pp. 429-438.

The journal editor, Robert E. Kass of Carnegie-Mellon University, stated in a prefatory note: "Our referees were baffled: their prior beliefs made them think the Book of Genesis could not possibly contain meaningful references to modern-day individuals, yet when the authors carried out additional analyses and checks the effect persisted."

In the nearly three years since the Rips-Witztum-Rosenberg paper was published, no one has submitted a rebuttal to the math journal. 
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