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$=3 A NOTE ABOUT THE SONG $=3

This Old Man is a popular nonsense counting song of uncertain origin (perhaps
English, perhaps American) that seems to have first appeared in the early twenti-
eth century. Hundreds of variations can be found, since improvisation is often the
most entertaining part of any singing game; this version takes off in an entirely
original direction after the first verse. Some accompaniments include clapping,
stomping, drumming, and motions such as tapping the shoe (for on my shoe) or
revolving one arm around the other (for rolling home). As memorable as it is
amusing, portions of this song have been used in joke-telling, pop music, and in
the study of speech development. It teaches language, counting, rhythm, and
coordination. So . . . nick-nack paddywack, sing the song below!
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Now we’ll tell you
what to do:

¢ g s H
Give us bones 2,

or we’ll eat you!
S
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I'm lost.
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This old man hightailed it home.
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This old man, he played TW@,
He played nick-nack on his shoe.

These two are
real turkeys!
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“Cobble, cobble, &
cobble, cobble!”
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Past his bedtime,
much too late.
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FASTER

Yes, Master.
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This old man, he played S H X, =)
Told the hen to hatch six chicks... iﬁ

This old man is a
DISASTER!
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This old man, he played NI NE,

Playing nick-nack, feeling fine.

Nick-nack paddywhack, when the ball was thrown,
This old man went sliding home.
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Toss the dogs a bone,
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Cobble
cobble!

Cobble
cobble!

Cobble
cobble!
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6 Pointers 19 Rhodesian Ridgebacks 35 Basset

30 Caim Terriers 24 Alaskan 33 West Highland
Malamutes White Terriers

4 German Shepherds 25 Golden Retricuers
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43 ClodkereShmiely Including Michelangelo
and Cornflake.

250 dogs appear in this book.
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Nick-nack-nick, as our poem ends,
This old man has found some friends.
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This time, paddywhack,
TEN eggs, hen! y—
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This old man, he played @NE,
He played nick-nack on his drum.
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Nick-nack paddywhack, give the dogs a bone,

This old man went purring home.

Purr, purr, purr! = ’
pgdl y 4 "
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Eight kind sled dogs hauled him home.






index-26_1.jpg





index-14_1.jpg
Please,
old man,
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Nick-nack paddywhack, give the dog a bone,
This old man went rolling home.
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Nack-nick-nack,
we might be back!
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Nick-nack paddywhack,
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| Nick-nack paddywhack, served them all a bone,
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This old man, he played )L 1HL IREIE,






index-8_1.jpg





index-16_1.jpg
Soare






index-37_1.jpg





index-9_1.jpg
LULA L5

He played nick-nack on the hive.

Hey pooches,
dig the jive! . )






