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“You'll be sorry, Martin,” I said.

“When I'm a giant, I'll grind your bones to make my bread.”
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I tried to stretch myself.

Then I tried watering myself.
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Mom said, “If you were a giant, you'd be too big to fit in
the house.”
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Sometimes it's fun being Martin's little brother.
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I ate every apple, but I didn't grow at all.
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“And divide the cake so that I can get the biggest part and
Martin gets one crumb.
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But the next day he said, “Lets play ape hunt. I'll be the
hunter because I'm bigger, and you can be the little ape who
gets captured.”

I said, “That doesn't sound like much fun. Besides, I'm making
something in the garage.”
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And make a basket so easily that Martin and his friends
will never laugh”
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But I hate it when he says, “Let’s form a line. The biggest
is first. The smallest is last.”
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He said he'd put me in a circus and become famous.
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When we go to the beach with his friends, he says, “You're too
small to swim to the raft.”
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Then he makes me play his stupid games.
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index-24_1.jpg
The surprise was a new basket that Martin and Dad put up
just for me.

l}[d ', ; e . u{v _‘@,‘.”a’

/’"ﬁ ‘i\\}guvﬂ. f{q

\N\“‘ w‘@‘ AQ\W \WW

m{M] »II '( ﬂ /;)
A ““' "I“. t’:/ﬂ"'x

Then Martin told me his secret. He said, “When I was your age,
I couldn’t reach that high basket either.”
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When Martin screamed, “Dinnertime!” 1 said, “Get out or you'll
get bitten by a sick giant.”
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I wished that I could grow bigger than Martin.

Much bigger!
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Much Bigger Than Martin
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When Martin came to bed, he said, “Sorry you feel like a
rotten apple.”

Then he said, “Tomorrow I'll give you a surprise and tell
you a secret.”





index-5_1.jpg
Once when his friends were there, I was playing basketball.
Martin said, “Better luck next year, shorty.” All those
big kids laughed.
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Mom heard me groaning. She said, “Why did you eat all those apples?”
“So I could grow bigger than Martin,” I told her. “Much bigger!
As big as a giant!”

Dad said, “Why do you want to be bigger than Martin?’
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“Besides,” said Dad, “when Martin was your age, he was just
your size. You're wearing his old blue pajamas!”
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I told Martin my plan. He said I'd grow into a giant apple.
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Then I remembered that Grandpa said, “Apples make you grow!”
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And when he cuts the cake for our dessert, he says, “The biggest
person gets the biggest piece.”
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“So I can go to the raft with all the kids,” I said.






