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A-hunting we will go! A-hunting we will go!
We’ll catch a kangaroo,
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gwe will go! A-hugging we will go!
find our parents, hug them tight.
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\-hunting we will go! A-hunting we will go!
Behind the door
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we will go! A-hunting we will go!
Get that weasel at the easel.
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hunting we will go!
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I'm the boss, and I say
FL.OSS!
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- Isee them!
TALLYHO!
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The bears in front will lead the hunt,

So onward, team!

LET’S GO!
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And

Goose gets scrubbed.
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\-hunting we will go! A-hunting we will go!
Moose and Goose are on the loose.
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A pod of whales will.love our tales,
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A Gooduight Tune bencath the Moou

Two children are supposed to go to bed. But they’re not tired. “A-Hunting We Will Go,”
they sing, and soon they’re on a boisterous journey to make-believe forests and streams. With
each stop they pick up a new friend—a loose goose here, a kangaroo or two there. It’s not long

until this merry pack is telling tales and learning that with Goose and Moose along,
even a bath doesn’t seem too bad. But will they ever make it to bed?

®

“This energetic, rowdy bedtime romp is sure to please.”—The Horn Book *

“A treasure trove of details and imaginative adventures, featuring a lovable, goofy cast
of animals. Makes the often-dreaded bedtime a fun time for kids."—ALA Booklist

US $5.95 / $8.95 CAN
ISBN 0-Db-443747-7
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9780064143747
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But we’ll be joined by all our friends,
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Then hop aboard
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The tale was
J bright and cheery,
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This cruise is We're tired

7~ BAD NEWSI<' = of rowing.
L Raise the sails!

> P

(_ No more rowing.

Ihate
this ship. )
1 hate ‘} e )






index-20_1.jpg
Moose gets tubbed,






index-39_1.jpg
A-Hunting We Will Go!
0

A -
==

e

e
e o - o s s s
ing horn we’ll The bears in front wil

== ——

D7






index-7_1.jpg
nunting we will go! A-hunting we will go!
We'll tickle a giraffe and make him laugh.
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brushing we will go! A-brushing we will go!
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' Check the clock, fids__
it’s almost time for bed!
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ing ends, our hugging ends.
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Then, with our friends in tow...
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Let’s sing our song.
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A combination of colored ink, watercolor, acrylic,
and colored pencil was used for the full-color illustrations.
The text type is 26-point Zapf International Light.

A-Hunting We Will Go!
Copyright © 1998 by Steven Kellogg

Printed in Hong Kong
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A-hunting we will go! / Steven Kellogg.
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Summary: In this modern version of the children’s song. preparations for bedtime
include “A-reading we will go! Now to the bath we go! Now off to bed we go!”
ISBN 0-688-14944-8 (trade)—ISBN 0-688-14945-6 (library)—ISBN 0-06-443747-7 (pbk.)
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Author’s Note

The folk song “A-Hunting We Will Go” has existed for over three hundred
years. It has been associated with several different tunes—some of which have
blended with similar songs, including “The Farmer in the Dell”—as well as a
variety of line and ring dances, “grab” games, double-rank dances, and kiss-
ing games. It is thought to have originated in the 1600s as an English country
dance, eventually evolving into a game in which children form two parallel
rows. Each facing pair in turn holds hands and skips down the middle to
rhythmic clapping; the pair at the top then goes around the outside and
makes an archway with their arms, under which the others pass.

Another version of the dance is related to the fox-hunting games from
English folklore, where one dancer acts as the “fox,” being chased and captured
by the “hunter,” thus illustrating the original lyrics to the song:

A-hunting we will go! A-hunting we will go!
We'll catch a fox and put him in a box and never let him go!

Part of the tradition of “A-Hunting We Will Go™ has been to encourage
participants to create their own verses during the course of the game. In this
book, I have written new words for the familiar tune, recasting the hunting of'
animals as a roundup of congenial beasts who join two children on a playful
journey toward bedtime.
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Author’s Note

The folk song “A-Hunting We Will Go” has existed for over three hundred
years. It has been associated with several different tunes—some of which have
blended with similar songs, including “The Farmer in the Dell>—as well as a
variety of line and ring dances, “grab” games, double-rank dances, and kiss-
ing games. It is thought te have originated in the 1600s as an English country
dance, eventually evolving into a game in which children form two parallel
rows. Each facing pair in turn holds hands and skips down the middle to
rhythmic clapping; the pair at the top then goes around the outside and
makes an archway with their arms, under which the others pass.

Another version of the dance is related to the fox-hunting games from
English folklore, where one dancer acts as the “fox,” being chased and captured
by the “hunter,” thus illustrating the original lyrics to the song:

A-hunting we will go! A~hunting we will go!
We’ll catch a fox and put him in a box and never let him go!

Part of the tradition of “A-Hunting We Will Go” has been to encourage
participants to create their own verses during the course of the game. In this
book, I have written new words for the familiar tune, recasting the hunting of
animals as a roundup of congenial beasts who join two children on a playful
journey toward bedtime.
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