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  Chapter 1


  TROUBLE BREWING


  “You will need a glass bottle for this activity, and you must fill it with water before we begin,” the teacher told the class.


  Lucy looked around the class nervously. She had a bottle, but she didn’t have any water. She needed a cauldron, and she quickly looked through her inventory for iron ingots to craft one with. But she knew she was terribly low on supplies. Lucy checked twice just to be sure, but what she suspected was true: she didn’t have any iron.


  Lucy had spent her school break on a treasure hunt with her friends, Henry and Max, and she had used up a lot of the valuable resources that had been in her inventory when the break began. She hadn’t had time to replace anything—the treasure hunt had taken longer than they expected, and Lucy had rushed back to Minecrafters Academy just in time for the new term to start.


  But now, Lucy didn’t want the teacher to think she wasn’t prepared. She looked around the class, hoping a fellow classmate would see her predicament and help her out, but everyone was busy filling up bottles with water, not paying attention to Lucy.


  “Lucy,” the teacher called out. “Don’t hold up the class. Let me see you fill your bottle with water. Where’s your cauldron?”


  “Um,” Lucy stammered, and her heart raced.


  “Well?” The teacher put her hands on her hips and looked sternly at Lucy.


  Lucy didn’t have a response. She couldn’t meet the teacher’s eyes, so she looked at her glass bottle instead, as though hoping it would fill with water on its own.


  Just then, a voice called out. “Lucy’s cauldron is right here.”


  Lucy turned around and saw Jane standing by a newly-crafted cauldron. With a huge sigh of relief, Lucy nodded her agreement at her teacher and stepped over to the cauldron, filling her bottle with water. She whispered to Jane, “Thanks.”


  “That’s what friends are for.” Jane smiled.


  The teacher said, “Great. Now we can go on. Everyone take out Nether wart from your inventory.”


  Lucy was relieved. Nether wart was one of the few supplies she had a lot of.


  “Now take out blaze powder and add it to the potion,” the teacher instructed the class.


  Lucy was still shaken from almost getting in trouble earlier and, without realizing it, she took a fermented spider eye out of her inventory and added it to the potion instead of blaze powder. Hurrying to catch up with the rest of the class, she brewed the potion. Only when the teacher walked over did Lucy realize her mistake: she had made a potion of weakness instead of a potion of strength.


  While her teacher talked to Jane, Lucy scrambled for supplies, hoping to brew a potion of strength quickly. She found blaze powder in her inventory, but it was too late; the teacher stood by her side.


  Lucy tried to hide her mistake, snatching the potion of weakness away from her teacher’s gaze. But as she grabbed the potion, it splashed on the teacher.


  “You’ve made me weak!” The teacher’s voice was quite low.


  “I’m so sorry,” Lucy kept repeating as she quickly brewed a potion of strength and then splashed it on the teacher.


  The teacher sighed. “It’s okay. We all make mistakes.”


  Lucy was glad the teacher wasn’t angry with her, but she knew this wasn’t her first mistake. This school year had already been a lot more challenging than she had expected. After battling zombies and capturing Isaac, the villainous former headmaster, before the break, she had thought that schoolwork would be easy. But she had been wrong. This past semester, she had been having trouble in her sword-fighting class and her brewing class. Today’s lesson was just on brewing basic potions, and she was still struggling. With each new mistake, Lucy wondered if she was really cut out for Minecrafters Academy.


  Lucy squared her shoulders and thought about what her friend Phoebe had said the night before: “Lucy, you can’t give up. You were the person who saved our school from zombies and exposed Isaac’s plot to take over the Overworld. It’s obvious that you’re smart and talented.”


  Lucy wasn’t used to compliments, and she had blushed at the time. Of course, she’d love a compliment now—anything to boost her confidence after this disaster in brewing class.


  When class ended, Lucy packed up her supplies sadly and walked out of the classroom alone. Phoebe and Jane were waiting for Lucy just outside the classroom door.


  Lucy turned to her friends. “Can you believe what happened in brewing class? I’m awful.”


  Jane shook her head and remarked, “The teacher was right. Everybody makes mistakes. It’s okay.”


  “Thanks for saving me.” Lucy smiled at Jane.


  “No problem. And you’re making a bigger deal out of this than it really is. You just had a hard time in one class. It’s not the end of the world,” Jane reminded her friend.


  Phoebe said, “And remember, you saved us from Isaac. Everyone in school knows that you’re the one who helped stop his attack on the Overworld. You’re a hero.”


  “But that doesn’t mean I don’t have to do the work, and I’m struggling so much with it,” admitted Lucy.


  “If you know you’re not doing well, then try to figure out what you can change, and do it,” said Jane.


  Phoebe added, “And if you’re having trouble with something, just ask us. We want to help you.”


  Lucy smiled at her friends, feeling better already.


  As the trio reached the dining hall, they ran into Stefan, the school administrator, who was on his way out. “You’re just the people I wanted to see.”


  “Really?” Phoebe asked.


  “Yes. The new headmaster, Victoria, asked me to put together an end-of-year talent show that will showcase all of the new skills the students learned this year at Minecrafters Academy—something to present the school in a positive light after all of last year’s trouble with Isaac. I was hoping the three of you would be interested in helping us organize the show.”


  “That sounds like fun!” Jane grinned excitedly.


  “What do we have to do?” asked Lucy. She didn’t want to have one more thing on her plate when she was already struggling in her classes. And, worse than that, Lucy had never told her friends that she was afraid of performing on stage. Even if this was just an organizing role, what if they expected her to audition to support the show?


  “Well, it’s not going to take place until the end of the term, so we have some time. But right now, we’d love for you to help us with planning. You can organize the auditions and help structure the show. This is the first time we’ve ever done something like this, so we need a lot of help, and your creativity would make a big difference,” Stefan explained.


  Phoebe spoke up for her friends. “We’d love to do it.”


  Lucy still wasn’t so sure, but could she really turn down a request from the school administrator? With a shrug, she said, “Okay. We’ll brainstorm some ideas tonight.”


  “Great!” Stefan exclaimed. “And I’m going to ask a few other students to be involved, as well. I’ll let you know when we have the first meeting so that you can attend.”


  Stefan left, and the trio walked into the dining hall. They grabbed their trays, but just as they were filling them with carrots and chicken, the lights went out.


  “Ouch!” Jane cried out in the dark.


  “What happened?” Lucy asked, alarmed.


  “An arrow just hit my arm!”


  With a frightening rattle, a gang of skeletons marched through the entrance of the dining hall.


  “Not again,” Lucy groaned.


  Chapter 2


  THE NEW HEADMASTER


  “I need a sword!” Phoebe cried out, looking frantically at the skeletons.


  Lucy looked through her inventory and found her spare sword. It wasn’t a powerful diamond sword like the one she fought with, but at least she had something left after her treasure hunt—and she hoped it would do. She handed it to Phoebe. “I’m sorry, but I only have a wooden sword.”


  “That’s better than nothing! Thanks!” Phoebe started to battle the skeletons.


  Lucy sprinted toward two skeletons that had Jane cornered. With a blow from her diamond sword, she defeated one of them. Jane battled the other until it was destroyed.


  “We make a great team,” Jane said with a smile.


  “The fight’s not over yet,” Lucy said as six new skeletons shot arrows at them. Jane’s response was cut off as an arrow pierced her leg.


  Just in time, Phoebe ran over to her friends and splashed a potion of invisibility on all three of them. “We need to find the skeleton spawner,” she said. “Let’s take the stairs to the basement.”


  The gang dashed out of the dining hall and made their way to the school’s basement. Lucy’s heart was beating fast. The school was under attack again. Could Isaac be behind this disaster, too?


  As the friends neared the bottom of the steps to the basement, the potion wore off. Phoebe led the group, but when she reached the bottom of the stairs, she let out a shrill cry. “Oh no!”


  The basement was flooded with lava. As the girls watched, stunned, it rose higher and higher.


  “We have to get out of here,” Lucy cried.


  The trio raced up the stairs. “Look out!” Jane warned them. A horde of skeletons armed with bows and arrows stood in front of them.


  Lucy gasped. With the skeletons ahead and the lava behind, they were trapped. They were running low on energy, and with the spawner still working, the skeleton army had grown massive.


  Lucy clutched her diamond sword. She took a deep breath and readied herself for a fatal fight. She leapt at a skeleton and destroyed it, but as she turned to face another, the lights turned back on.


  “We’re safe!” Jane cheered.


  Stefan and Victoria raced down the stairs to greet the trio. Victoria asked, “Are you guys alright?”


  “It’s not over,” Phoebe told Stefan and the new headmaster. “The basement is flooded with lava. I’m afraid it might flood the school.”


  “I bet it’s the work of griefers,” Victoria called out. “We have to stop them!”


  “You’re right, but we need to remove the lava as soon as possible.” Stefan looked at Victoria. “If we don’t, this entire building will be destroyed.”


  Victoria agreed. “Make an announcement. We need every student to get a bucket and help us remove the lava.”


  Stefan nodded and went to assemble the students. In the meantime, the trio of friends began to carefully remove buckets of lava with Victoria.


  Lucy was glad to be working with Victoria to save the academy. Lucy had helped find the new headmaster after the attacks last year, and she liked her—but after seeing how well Isaac had hidden his plans to destroy the Overworld, how could Lucy ever really be sure anyone was trustworthy? Well, she did trust her two roommates. They had proven themselves to be loyal friends.


  “Do you think Isaac staged this attack?” Lucy wondered aloud.


  Victoria responded, “I’m not sure, but once this lava is removed, we’ll go to the jail and question him.”


  Lucy nodded. She knew Victoria had led one of the battles against Isaac’s zombie invasion, sacrificing a lot to keep her desert village safe. She had given up valuable resources to craft multiple golems around the town, and she had built a large shelter where her neighbors could live after their homes were destroyed by the nightly TNT attacks. And now, seeing her work just as hard to defend Minecrafters Academy, Lucy had to believe that Victoria was a good person.


  Slowly, the rest of the students joined them, and everyone worked together to empty the school of lava. When the basement was finally dry, Victoria turned to Lucy. “Ready to question Isaac?”


  Ever since his attack on the school and the Overworld, the old headmaster, Isaac, had been imprisoned in a jail in the center of campus. “What a nice surprise,” Isaac said sarcastically when they opened the door to his cell. “Lucy and the new headmaster.”


  “Believe us, we are equally excited to see you,” replied Victoria.


  Lucy blurted out, “Are you behind these new attacks?”


  “What attacks?” Isaac asked.


  “Don’t act like you weren’t watching from the window. We know you were excited to see our school in danger again,” Lucy said angrily.


  Victoria took a calmer approach. “I don’t know if you’re behind this attack, but if you were, I know you wouldn’t tell us. It doesn’t matter. We will find out who is doing this, and whoever it is will meet a very sad demise.”


  Isaac said, “I promise you, I have nothing to do with these attacks. But I do love watching a good show. So while you battle the skeletons, I get a ringside seat.”


  “It’s not entertainment,” Victoria said. “This is real life, and our students are in danger.”


  “It’s all the same to me from inside this cell,” Isaac said with a shrug.


  Victoria looked over at Lucy, who was tense and angry. “Don’t worry. We’ll get to the bottom of this. Isaac is just a pest. He can’t do anything to hurt us.”


  Isaac crossed his arms and said, “Just because I’m in prison, doesn’t mean I don’t have power.”


  Victoria shrugged. “Whatever helps you sleep at night.”


  As Lucy and Victoria left the cell and locked the door, they could hear Isaac pacing behind it.


  When they were out of earshot, Lucy asked, “Do you think he’s behind this attack?”


  “Possibly,” Victoria replied. “Whoever’s behind it, we will have to be prepared at all times. It’s awful that you have to go through this again.”


  “I know, but we will get through it.” Lucy smiled at Victoria, and they walked back to the main building together.


  Chapter 3


  BACK IN THE NETHER


  The sun was shining and students were on their way to their classes. Lucy realized with a start that visiting Isaac had made her late. She excused herself and dashed toward the building that housed her classroom.


  Lucy was the last person to enter the class, and as she walked in, the teacher, Eitan, noticed. “We have to be on time, Lucy,” he reprimanded.


  Lucy wanted to explain that she had been late because she was helping Victoria get to the bottom of this sudden skeleton attack, but instead she just apologized. There was always an excuse when somebody was late, and she didn’t want to be one of those people who threw a series of justifications at the teacher. She had known that the class was scheduled to take another field trip to the Nether, and that it was important for her to be on time.


  Eitan raised an eyebrow, then redirected his attention to the front of the class and announced, “I want to introduce you to a new student.” A girl wearing a red sweater and jeans stood up and walked to the front of the class. “This is Maya. She will tell you a little about herself.”


  Maya flinched. She looked at the floor and spoke quickly, apparently nervous about talking to the class. “I’m Maya. I’m from the desert biome.”


  “Thanks, Maya.” Eitan looked at the class. “As you know, today we are going on a field trip to the Nether. Everyone, get into your groups, and check your inventories for supplies.”


  Lucy walked over to Phoebe and Jane. “My inventory is almost empty. Is it possible I can borrow some stuff and then work on replenishing my supplies?”


  “Sure. What do you need?” Jane looked through her inventory.


  Eitan walked over to them, Maya tailing behind him. “Lucy, Jane, Phoebe, I want Maya to join your group. She is going to travel to the Nether with us.”


  Lucy and her friends introduced themselves to Maya and followed the rest of the class outside to craft a portal. As Eitan and the students stood on the portal, purple mist surrounded them.


  They emerged next to a lava stream. “Move away,” Eitan warned them. “You don’t want to fall in.”


  Lucy said, “After spending most of the day removing lava from the basement, I’m not worried about this small lava stream!”


  “Don’t be overly confident,” Eitan said, with a glance at Lucy. “The Nether is full of surprises. If you don’t watch out, you’ll be destroyed instantly.” As if on cue, four ghasts flew past them and shot fireballs.


  “Should we shoot them with an arrow or punch the fireballs?” Lucy asked Eitan as she tried to dodge the blast from a fireball.


  “You choose. But remember, running away isn’t an option,” Eitan instructed the class.


  Lucy ran toward an oncoming fireball and used all of her strength to punch the fiery ball. It struck the ghast, and the blazing beast exploded.


  Phoebe and Jane also used their fists to destroy the fiery mobs, but Maya hid by the lava stream.


  Eitan approached Maya. “You can’t hide. You have to learn how to battle ghasts. This is basic survival in the Nether.”


  More ghasts flew through the sky toward the group. Phoebe, Jane, and Lucy fought by punching the fireballs and destroying the ghasts, but Maya stood by and did nothing.


  “Maya!” Eitan repeated. “I’ll be forced to make you travel back to the Overworld and give you a failing grade if you don’t participate.”


  Lucy could see that Maya was shaking, so she walked over to the new student. “I know the Nether can make anyone nervous, but Eitan is a good teacher.”


  Another ghast flew through the Nether sky. “I guess I have to destroy that,” Maya said, her voice trembling.


  “You can do it,” Lucy said.


  Biting her lip but nodding, Maya sprinted over to the fireball and punched it, destroying the ghast. The group cheered.


  “Wow,” Eitan said. “Why were you frightened? I can hardly believe that was your first time fighting this hostile mob!”


  Maya shrugged. “I wasn’t that good.”


  “We need to move toward the Nether fortress,” Eitan instructed. “Today we’re going to learn about unearthing treasure.”


  Lucy had been to many Nether fortresses, but she never enjoyed it. She believed finding a Nether fortress and surviving in the inhospitable climate was too much of a challenge, and the rewards weren’t worth it. It was like how her friends, Henry and Max, loved looting ocean monuments deep beneath the blue water; she didn’t enjoy those, either, because she was afraid of elder guardians. She preferred desert or jungle temples. But now, determined to learn something about treasure in the Nether, she walked behind her friends toward the distant fortress.


  Four zombie pigmen walked past the group, and Eitan reminded them to avoid eye contact. But, without listening, Maya grabbed her diamond sword and leapt at one of the passive mobs. Enraged, he turned his pig and attacked Maya. In an instant, all four of the zombie pigmen turned on Maya and overwhelmed her. As she cried out, they destroyed her.


  Eitan and the group were next in the line of attack, and they reluctantly charged the zombie pigmen with their diamond swords, ready to defend themselves. Lucy struck a pigman with her sword, but he was quite strong. It wasn’t an easy battle.


  Eitan called out to his students, “Grab your potions of healing and splash them on the zombie pigmen.”


  While battling the pigmen with their swords, the gang attempted to gather bottles of potions from their inventories. Lucy was the first to get the potion, which she quickly splashed on the zombie pigman closest to her, destroying him. Lucy rushed over to the pigmen that were battling her friends. She splashed potions of healing on all three of them, depleting their strength, and Jane struck them with her diamond sword, destroying each of them one at a time.


  “Good job!” Eitan told his students.


  “What happened to Maya?” asked Lucy. “If this was her first day, will she even be able to respawn on campus?”


  “I think she arrived yesterday, so she should respawn in her dorm room,” Eitan reassured her.


  As they walked toward the Nether fortress, Lucy thought about Maya and the zombie pigmen. Eitan had told them not to attack the neutral mob, yet Maya had disobeyed, running toward the pigmen with her diamond sword. Maya confused Lucy. She didn’t understand how someone who was so afraid of destroying a ghast would start a fight when she didn’t have to. It was almost as though Maya had wanted to be destroyed. But why?


  “Lucy,” Eitan looked at her, pulling her out of her thoughts. “Can you tell us the best place to find treasure in a Nether fortress?”


  Lucy was still thinking about Maya instead of paying attention. Luckily, she was a treasure-hunting expert. “We need to find a corridor. And the treasure is usually located on a right angle.”


  “Correct,” Eitan said. “Now, lead us to the treasure, Lucy.”


  Lucy walked slowly, because she wanted to make sure she was prepared if a hostile mob spawned in the fortress. Lucy looked in a room. “That’s a lava well room,” she said, warning her friends not to enter.


  “Look!” Phoebe pointed out a corridor with a right angle. There were two treasure chests where the hallway turned, just as Lucy had said.


  “Good job, Phoebe and Lucy.” Eitan led the class to the treasure chest. He opened the first chest, which was filled with gold ingots.


  Lucy opened the second chest. “Golden chest plates!” she cried, thrilled.


  “This is a great find,” Eitan said, and he distributed the treasure among the group.


  As Lucy placed her golden chest plate in her inventory, she heard a familiar voice call out in the distance.


  “Maya?” asked Eitan. “Is that you?”


  Chapter 4


  THE ATTACK OF THE WITHER SKELETONS


  Maya walked into the Nether Fortress and let out a loud sigh. “I’m so relieved to find you guys. Someone once told me to travel east or west to find a Nether fortress. I picked west, and I can’t believe I found the right one!”


  Lucy was surprised—she knew it was almost impossible to find a specific Nether fortress when you were looking for one. “That is amazing,” she said, eyebrows raised.


  “I know.” Maya stood next to the empty treasure chest. “Did you find any loot?”


  Jane replied, “Gold ingots and golden chest plates.”


  Eitan said, “Next time we find a treasure chest, you can have some treasure. Since you weren’t here for the hunt this time, it doesn’t seem fair to take treasure away from the students who were.”


  “That makes sense,” Maya said as she started to explore the Nether fortress.


  “We need to stick together,” Eitan called out to Maya.


  “I’m sorry,” Maya said quickly. “I was just so excited to look for more treasure.”


  “Watch out!” Jane cried.


  Three wither skeletons spawned behind Maya, and one of them immediately struck Maya with his sword.


  Lucy grabbed her bow and arrow and aimed at the skeleton. “Bulls-eye,” she called out when her arrow struck home.


  Phoebe, Jane, and Eitan all charged toward the wither skeletons and struck them with their diamond swords, weakening but not destroying them.


  “Ouch!” Phoebe cried out. A skeleton had leapt at her and struck her with his stone sword, leaving Phoebe with a black heart and the Wither effect. For ten seconds, she was very tired and her health declined.


  “She needs milk,” Lucy called out to Jane, who was busy battling a wither skeleton. She kept leaping out of the way of the skeleton’s stone sword.


  Maya struck a skeleton and destroyed it, and Eitan called out to her over the sounds of battle. “Maya, pick up the wither skull!”


  Maya was bending to pick up the dropped skull when another wither skeleton spawned and attacked her, catching her off guard.


  “We need to get Phoebe and Maya milk,” Lucy cried, her sword locking with the stone sword of a wither skeleton.


  Eitan slayed the bony mob he had been battling and ran to his students’ side to offer them milk. Phoebe and Maya grew stronger, and in a moment, they were ready to battle the new wither skeletons that were spawning at an incredible rate. Eitan said, “We have to locate the spawner. It’s the only way to stop this attack.”


  Lucy agreed, but she was cornered by three skeletons. “Help!” she cried out to her friends.


  Eitan hurried to Lucy’s side and struck the skeletons, destroying one. Together they battled the remaining skeletons and picked up the bones the skeletons dropped when they were destroyed.


  “Come with me,” Eitan told Lucy. “We need to find the spawner.”


  Lucy and Eitan searched for the spawner as the rest of the gang battled the weakened wither skeletons. “It has to be in one of these rooms,” Lucy said as they walked down a long hall.


  “Yes,” Eitan agreed. “Do you have a torch in your inventory? We will need that to deactivate the spawner.”


  Lucy groaned. Her inventory was almost empty, even though her friends had helped her replenish a small portion of her supplies. “No, I don’t.”


  “Lucy. Every student at Minecrafters Academy is supposed to have a fully stocked inventory.”


  “I know. I’m sorry.” Lucy didn’t know what else to say.


  A pair of orange and yellow eyes glowed in the distance. Eitan called to Lucy, “Get your diamond sword out. We have to attack!”


  “Magma cubes!” Lucy gasped as two large cubes jumped at them.


  Lucy barely had enough time to get her diamond sword and strike the boxy beast. The surprise attack weakened both Lucy and Eitan.


  Eitan leapt at a magma cube, and with a hard blow, his sword split the large cube into pieces. As Lucy battled another magma cube, Eitan destroyed the smaller cubes that bounced on the floor of the Nether fortress. When Eitan destroyed the final segment of the orange-eyed mob, he sprinted over to help Lucy battle the others.


  Eitan and Lucy struck the blocky beasts, and then worked as fast as they could to obliterate the smaller magma cubes. Then they heard footsteps behind them, and Lucy’s friends came running down the corridor.


  “Lucy!” Phoebe called out.


  “Eitan!” Jane exclaimed.


  Lucy destroyed the final magma cube and turned her attention on her classmates. “Where’s Maya?”


  Chapter 5


  THE MEETING


  “Maya was destroyed again,” explained Phoebe. “She was battling a wither skeleton and she just—well, she was destroyed.” Phoebe looked at Jane.


  “It was an odd battle,” Jane added. “She seemed to give up very quickly.”


  Lucy wanted to question Jane, but there was no time. An army of wither skeletons marched down the hall from the opposite direction.


  “I guess we know the spawner has to be down this hall,” Eitan said as he used all of his energy to battle the many skeletons that were attacking them.


  Lucy and her friends fought the mobs, but they were losing hearts quickly. The Wither effect was taking a toll on all of them.


  Eitan struck two skeletons that stood in front of him and quickly turned to stab three that were behind him. With the students fighting the few remaining skeletons, the room was emptied of hostile mobs within seconds.


  “Wow,” Lucy said, in awe of Eitan’s fighting. She had never seen such an accomplished swordsman. “That was fantastic.”


  “I will teach you how to battle multiple wither skeletons in the next class. We have to get back to the academy or we will be late for dinner.”


  “What about the spawner?” asked Lucy.


  “We will have to destroy it on our next visit. I do hope you have a torch in your inventory by our next class. You must always be prepared, Lucy.”


  Lucy knew her teacher was right. She had to take her education seriously, and that meant replenishing her inventory. Lucy followed Eitan and the other students through the Nether fortress and outside.


  “We are going to craft a portal back to the Overworld. Lucy, do you have obsidian?” Eitan asked, raising an eyebrow at her.


  Before Lucy could answer that she didn’t, Phoebe took out some obsidian and offered it to Eitan. Lucy’s friend had saved the day again—she was so lucky.


  As she waited her turn to step onto the portal, Lucy thought about what her friends had said about Maya giving up easily when the wither skeletons attacked her, and what she had seen when Maya had aggravated the zombie pigmen. Could Maya have wanted to leave the field trip and return to campus both of those times, and gotten herself destroyed intentionally? What could she be doing on campus that she needed to hide?


  Lucy gasped. What if it had to do with the attacks on the school? As the purple mist rose around the class, Lucy decided that as soon as they were back in their dorms for the night, she was going to find Maya and interrogate her.


  “We’re here,” Eitan announced as they spawned in the center of the campus.


  “I’m hungry.” Jane said and, as if on cue, her stomach rumbled.


  “Good news, because it’s time for dinner.” Eitan walked toward the dining hall and his students trailed closely behind him.


  The group picked up their trays and filled them with food, famished from the battle in the Nether.


  “That was a fun trip,” Jane said as they ate their dinner.


  Lucy agreed. She swallowed a bite of chicken and was reaching for a carrot when she looked up to see Stefan walking toward the group.


  “I hope you had a good day in class,” Stefan said to the trio. When they nodded, he added, “I was hoping you three could attend the first meeting for the talent show. It’s going to be held right after dinner.”


  “Of course we will,” Lucy replied, and the others agreed. But she was disappointed; her plan to question Maya would have to wait.


  “Fantastic,” Stefan exclaimed. “I’ll see you after dinner.”


  After dinner, Lucy, Phoebe, and Jane walked across the campus to the Main Hall, where most meetings were held. Whenever Lucy walked past Isaac’s jail cell, she always looked in the window to check on him. Somehow, she just never trusted that he wouldn’t find a way to escape and cause more trouble for the school.


  Lucy spotted Isaac looking out the window, and he called out, “Ready for another skeleton attack?”


  Lucy didn’t respond. She turned her head and hurried to catch up to her friends.


  When they entered the meeting, Lucy was happy to see her old friend Adam in the room.


  “Lucy!” he called. “I’m so glad we get to work together on the show. I never see you anymore.”


  Lucy agreed. She had been through many battles with Adam, and she was happy that they were finally going to do something fun together.


  Stefan stood in front of the group. “Everyone, quiet down. I want to discuss our agenda for today’s meeting.”


  As the group stood silently and listened to Stefan’s plans, Lucy noticed Maya slipping into the room to stand at the back. She was itching to question her about her mysterious disappearances and the skeleton attacks, but she forced herself to turn back around and pay attention. She would have to wait for a better time to talk to Maya alone.


  “This talent show isn’t just a show to entertain,” Stefan was saying. “We are here to show the Overworld all of the skills we strive to master at this esteemed academy. After everything the school has been through in the last year, we hope this show will help potential students see the academy in a positive light again.”


  Lucy was surprised. “Will people from outside of the school be invited to the show?”


  “Yes,” Stefan replied. “Of course.”


  “But how can we be sure it’s safe?” Lucy asked.


  The headmaster walked in just as Lucy spoke. “I know it’s awful to think about the school being attacked, but we do need to open the show up to the public. We’ll just have to be extra careful.”


  Stefan began to speak, but the lights went out.


  “Get your torches out!” Victoria called out to the group.


  The students began to place torches on the wall, but the light from the torches wasn’t strong enough to ward off another skeleton invasion. Lucy already knew she didn’t have a torch, and she wished for what felt like the thousandth time that she had restocked her inventory before the start of the term.


  Click! Clang!


  Lucy’s mouth dropped open. She couldn’t even count the number of skeletons that marched into the classroom.


  Students grabbed their swords and battled the bony beasts, and Lucy joined them. She destroyed two skeletons with her diamond sword while, beside her, Adam splashed potions on others. Yet no matter how many skeletons they destroyed, more spawned and came after them.


  “Look behind you!” Adam warned Lucy.


  Lucy turned around just in time to avoid being struck by a skeleton’s arrow. “Thanks!” she called out to Adam as she battled the bony skeleton. When the skeleton was destroyed, two more lunged at Lucy. She was almost overwhelmed, but the lights turned back on without warning.


  Stefan asked the group, “Is everyone alright? Do we know if anybody was destroyed in the battle?”


  Everyone looked around to see if any of their friends had been destroyed. Lucy scanned the room and noticed one person was missing. She announced, “Maya is gone.”


  Chapter 6


  FRIEND OR FOE


  After the skeleton attack, Stefan announced that the meeting would be rescheduled for the following day. “You should get back to your rooms before night falls. We don’t want you to be caught in the middle of another attack at night, when hostile mobs spawn naturally.”


  The students made their way to their dorm rooms. As Lucy walked across the campus with her roommates, she mused, “I wonder what happened to Maya. This isn’t the first time she’s disappeared. Remember how she was destroyed in the Nether?”


  Jane nodded. “She acted quite strange when we were battling the wither skeletons. She seemed to have given up fighting and just let them attack her.”


  Phoebe added, “It was like she wanted to be destroyed.”


  Lucy paused. “I also thought it was odd that she battled the zombie pigmen. They are usually a neutral mob, but she immediately began to attack them.”


  “Maybe she thought they were hostile?” questioned Jane.


  “No … I think she knows more than she lets on,” said Lucy. “And you know, we’re all assuming that she was destroyed in the attack, but did any of us actually see her fighting the skeletons tonight? How do we know she didn’t sneak out before the attack started?”


  “What are you saying?” Phoebe asked.


  “I guess … just that I’m going to keep an eye on her,” Lucy told her friends.


  “Okay,” Phoebe said. “But don’t get carried away. We don’t know her, so we don’t want to make any quick judgments.”


  Lucy knew her friend was right. She shouldn’t assume Maya was behind the attacks. Maybe she had a perfectly normal reason for being destroyed so often.


  The trio walked past the jail again, and Lucy peeked in the window out of force of habit. She was relieved when she spotted Isaac sitting in his cell.


  “I told you there was going to be another attack,” Isaac called out to Lucy.


  Lucy shook her head; it would be a waste of time to question Isaac. He wasn’t going to tell her anything, and they needed to get back to their dorm before it was dark.


  As the friends entered the dormitory, Maya came in another door and waved to them. “That was a crazy battle today! I am not very good when it comes to the Nether. It makes me very nervous.”


  Lucy raised her eyebrows. “What happened during the talent show meeting? Did you get destroyed and respawn in this dorm?”


  “No, I wasn’t destroyed during the meeting. I just thought I saw something suspicious outside, and I went to check. When I came back, the battle was over.”


  “What was suspicious?” asked Lucy.


  “Oh, it wound up being nothing,” Maya replied.


  Lucy wasn’t satisfied. “But what about what happened in the Nether?”


  “Oh, yeah,” Maya blushed. “Thanks for not making a big deal out of that. It’s so embarrassing to be destroyed twice on your first day of class.”


  Maya really did look ashamed. Lucy wasn’t sure what to think.


  “Anyway, they just moved me into this dorm,” Maya said, brightening. “In fact, I think I’m in the room next to yours.”


  “Well, we should head up to our rooms now,” Lucy suggested. “It’s getting dark, and I don’t want to be in the middle of another attack.”


  “Me neither,” Maya said as she followed them up the stairs.


  Lucy and her friends said good night to Maya and entered their room. Lucy crawled into her comfortable bed and pulled the blue covers up to her chin. She thought about what Maya had just said to them. Maybe Maya was just nervous when she was in the Nether, and that was why she had acted so strangely. And her explanation about the talent show meeting made sense. Was Lucy just paranoid because of everything the school had been through?


  Still wondering, Lucy fell asleep and dreamed about a peaceful Overworld, where everyone could build whatever they wanted without fear of it being destroyed by some griefers with TNT. She dreamed of a world that was challenging like Survival mode but as liberating as Creative mode.


  Chapter 7


  JAILBREAK


  When they woke up, Lucy was relieved that there had been no attacks in the nighttime.


  At the dining hall, everyone ate breakfast, many of them discussing the night before. Lucy overheard two students in matching sparkly pink jumpsuits talking about the attack. One of the students was asking his friend, “Do you think this is going to be another griefer attack like the zombie invasion?”


  His friend took a bite of an apple and replied, “I hope not. I came here to learn, not to battle hostile mobs.”


  Lucy knew how they felt. She didn’t want to battle these skeletons. She wanted to attend classes like usual, and to replenish her inventory as soon as possible.


  Just then, Lucy saw Maya walk into the dining hall, and she decided to go talk to her. “How was your night in our dorm?” she asked Maya.


  “It was nice. I have a very sweet roommate named Debbie. She made me feel right at home.” Maya smiled. “Do you want to eat breakfast with me?”


  Lucy nodded. She couldn’t blame Maya for the skeleton battles, she decided. She would have to trust her; maybe they could even become good friends.


  As they finished eating, the dining hall grew quiet, and Lucy and Maya looked toward the front of the room, where Victoria was about to make an announcement. “Attention, students. Before you leave for your first class, please be sure you have diamond swords and bows and arrows in your inventory. I want everyone to be prepared for battle at all times, even in class. Until we figure out who is behind these attacks, we have to take extra precautions.”


  Lucy looked over at Maya. “These attacks make me so nervous.”


  “Me too,” said Maya. “At least we made it through breakfast without an attack. That’s a relief.”


  Lucy looked at the clock. “Oops! But if we don’t hurry, we’re going to be late for class.”


  The two girls scurried out of the dining hall. As they walked on the lush green lawn, the sky grew dark.


  Kaboom!


  “Was that thunder?” Lucy asked.


  “Or TNT?” Maya was shaking.


  It started to rain, and skeletons spawned around the campus. Everywhere Lucy looked, she spotted students battling the bony beasts.


  “Look out!” Maya called to Lucy.


  Before Lucy could turn around, a skeleton’s arrow hit her back, and she lost hearts.


  “Lucy!” She heard Adam’s voice, and turned to see him running toward her from across the lawn. He splashed a potion on the skeleton, destroying it, then handed Lucy a potion of healing. “Here, take this.”


  “Thanks,” Lucy said, and then struck a skeleton that approached them.


  Kaboom!


  The loud sound boomed again.


  “I can’t tell if it’s thunder,” Lucy said.


  “I think we have our answer,” Adam said grimly, pointing at the jail. It had been destroyed by a TNT explosion.


  Lucy’s jaw dropped. She quickly destroyed the skeleton she was battling and dashed over to the jail. “Come with me!” she called to Adam and Maya. “We have to find Isaac.”


  They reached Isaac’s jail cell and Lucy peeked in the window. “Someone used pistons to help Isaac escape.”


  Adam added, “He probably used the TNT explosion and the skeleton attack to distract us.”


  “He’s so tricky.” Lucy paced. “What are we going to do?”


  “Battle the skeletons that are heading toward us,” Maya cried out as she turned.


  But the rain stopped as quickly as it started, and the sun shined on the campus, making their enemies disappear.


  They looked back toward the dining hall to see Victoria running toward them. “What happened?”


  Lucy stood by the empty jail cell. “Isaac escaped.”


  Chapter 8


  THE SEARCH


  Victoria looked through the rubble. “I can’t believe he was able to get TNT and blow up this jail all on his own. We have to find out who he is working with.”


  Everyone agreed that they needed to get to the bottom of the jailbreak. Lucy said, “Luckily he was the only one in the jail.”


  “But Isaac is an extremely powerful person,” Victoria reminded her. “Having him escape is like having an entire prison escape. He is both smart and devious.”


  “That’s a very scary combination,” said Maya as she looked through the remains of the jail.


  “We won’t let him get away,” Adam assured the headmaster. “He can’t be very far from campus.”


  Victoria nodded. “I have to call a meeting. Let’s find Stefan. We need to have everyone at the academy help with the search.”


  Within hours, Stefan and Victoria had organized a meeting bringing the entire school together. Victoria stood at the podium, filling the students in on the jailbreak. “We are at war,” she declared. “Now we know Isaac is behind the recent attacks on the school. And with the jail destroyed and Isaac missing, our first priority needs to be finding him.”


  A person wearing a green sweater raised his hand. “Is class cancelled?” A few of the students assembled in the room snickered.


  “Yes,” Victoria replied sternly. “There are no classes until we find Isaac and stop these attacks. But we need every student to assist with the search. We are going to put together search groups. Each group will search a different area of the Overworld until we find Isaac.”


  Stefan joined Victoria on stage, and together they called students’ names, putting them into groups. Lucy was happy that she was placed with Phoebe, Jane, and Maya. They were asked to leave the academy and search for Isaac in the desert biome.


  “This is great,” Maya told them. “I’m from the desert biome, so I’m an expert in surviving there. I can tell you stories about the tons of treasures I’ve found in desert temples.”


  Lucy wished they were just going on a simple treasure hunt. She was worried about what Isaac was planning, and nervous about starting the search with so few supplies in her inventory. But before she could voice her concerns, Victoria walked over to the group.


  “You are going to my desert village,” Victoria told them. “If you can, please make sure everyone is safe there, too. I know we are focusing on finding Isaac, but we also need to know if there have been any attacks on the Overworld. We are very isolated on this campus, and the information these search groups come back with will be very valuable.”


  Stefan handed them a map. “Good luck. I know you’ll do an amazing job.”


  Lucy and her gang said goodbye, and quickly discussed roles in their search party. Phoebe was in charge of navigating, so she studied the map as they left the campus. She led the group up a large mountain, and Lucy stopped at the top to look at the landscape. She had to admit that she found the blocky biomes quiet stunning. “It’s breathtaking, isn’t it?” she asked her friends.


  Kaboom!


  “What was that?” Jane asked.


  At the foot of the mountain, smoke rose from Minecrafters Academy. Lucy shook as she spoke. “It looks like the explosion happened in the Main Hall.”


  “I hope everyone is okay.” Phoebe put the map down and stared at the smoke.


  “Most of the students just left to search the biomes, so hopefully the hall was empty,” Lucy said.


  “Why is someone doing this to our school?” Jane wondered.


  Lucy looked over at Maya, who just stood on the top of the mountain and stared at the smoke silently.


  “Should we go back?” Jane asked.


  Lucy paused. “There are a lot of bad people in the Overworld, and Isaac is one of them. We have to find him, and another group is searching the campus. Our job is to search the desert biome. And we have to do it fast.”


  The girls all nodded agreement and climbed down the side of the mountain to enter the swamp biome. Evening was approaching, and a bat flew close to their heads.


  “It looks like there is going to be a full moon tonight,” Phoebe said. The moon was beginning to appear in the sky.


  “We need to find a place to spend the night,” said Maya.


  “Yes, we do,” remarked Lucy. “Let’s start building it.” She grabbed what little wood she had from her inventory and began to construct a house. The others joined her.


  “We have to work very quickly,” Phoebe said, looking at the sky again. It was growing darker, and she was getting frightened.


  “Yes, we do. Look!” Jane cried.


  A witch was gliding toward them. As she reached the group, she splashed the potion clutched in her hand on Lucy.


  “Help!” Lucy called out weakly.


  Maya rushed to Lucy’s defense, striking the witch with her diamond sword until she was destroyed. She then hurried to Lucy’s side and gave her some milk. “Are you okay?”


  “Thanks,” Lucy said after a sip of milk. “I feel better.”


  Phoebe called out, “The house is done. Let’s get inside quickly.”


  Lucy and Maya entered the house and crawled into the beds Jane had crafted for everyone.


  As Lucy drifted off to sleep, she thought about how Maya had helped her with the witch attack. She had made the right choice, she decided, in becoming Maya’s friend.


  Chapter 9


  JUNGLE HUNT


  “Look at Maya’s bed,” Phoebe called out to Lucy and Jane as the three began to wake up. “It’s empty.”


  “Where’s Maya?” asked Lucy.


  “I don’t know.” Phoebe walked outside and looked around the swampy biome for Maya.


  “Do you think something bad happened to her?” Jane asked Lucy.


  “I hope not,” Lucy replied, biting her lip. Lucy had just begun to trust her classmate, and now Maya was back to the same suspicious disappearing acts. But, remembering how Maya had helped her fight the witch the night before, Lucy said, “There has to be some kind of explanation.”


  “Well, this can’t hold us up; we have to find Isaac,” Jane said as she offered Lucy some apples for breakfast.


  Phoebe walked into the house. “I can’t find her outside, and I don’t want to stick around the swamp biome. It’s so creepy here, with the sun never really coming up! I’m afraid hostile mobs will spawn.”


  Everyone nodded. “We were just saying that we need to keep moving, no matter what. Searching for Isaac is the most important thing,” Jane said.


  “Maya did say she’s an expert at navigating and surviving in the desert biome. Maybe we’ll find her there,” Lucy said as they walked through the murky biome.


  “What is the next biome?” asked Jane.


  Phoebe studied the map. “It looks like we’re almost out of the swamp biome. Soon we will be in the jungle.”


  Lucy was excited to travel to the jungle. Even though they were focused on finding Isaac, she was hoping they could make a quick stop to look for treasures in a jungle temple, and she’d be able to refill her inventory.


  As they entered the lush jungle, Phoebe remarked, “It’s very hard to see with all of the leaves. Let’s stick together.”


  Jane called out, “I see a jungle temple!”


  She rushed toward it, and Lucy began to follow, but Phoebe stopped them. “I don’t think we have time to search for treasure. It looks like we still have to travel through three more biomes before we reach the desert, and we want to reach the desert before nightfall.”


  Lucy agreed, but she really needed the resources from the jungle temple. Before she could utter a word to convince them to make a quick stop, they heard someone call out for help.


  “Maybe that was Maya!” Phoebe said. She looked around, but it was hard to see much in the dense jungle.


  “Maya? Where are you?” Lucy called out as loudly as she could.


  There was silence.


  “Maya?” Jane shouted.


  Again, there was nothing but silence.


  “Where can she be?” Lucy wondered.


  “Help!” the voice called out again.


  “It sounds like it’s coming from the west,” Phoebe said, looking down at the map. “Follow me.”


  The gang hurried down a path that was thick with leaves.


  “Help!” The voice grew louder.


  “Wait for us, Maya. We’re almost there!” Phoebe called out. “It’s going to be okay.”


  Just then, there was a whistling sound in the air around them and Jane cried out, “Ouch! I’ve been hit by an arrow.”


  “Ugh!” Phoebe cried as an arrow hit her.


  Lucy looked frantically around for their attackers. She saw a flash of orange through the leaves, and then a flash of pink. Her jaw dropped. “It can’t be.”


  “What is it?” Phoebe asked as she grabbed a bow and arrow from her inventory.


  Lucy replied in amazement, “I think I see a rainbow griefer.”


  “What’s that?” asked Jane.


  “The rainbow griefers used to cause havoc all over the Overworld. They were an extremely powerful evil army. But I thought we had destroyed them.” As they snuck closer to where Lucy had seen the flashes of color, she saw that she was right: two rainbow griefers, holding bows and arrows, stood between the trees.


  Phoebe stood next to Lucy and looked out through the leaves. “You’re right. There are rainbow people.”


  “I don’t think they can see us,” Lucy whispered. “We have to be very quiet.”


  “Do you see Maya?” asked Jane.


  “No, I just see the two griefers. Come over here and take a look,” Phoebe told Jane.


  The trio stood close together and looked out from behind the leaves. Lucy’s heart was racing. She had been sure she’d never see a rainbow griefer again. She didn’t know what to do.


  “Help!” the voice called out again.


  “Are you sure that’s Maya?” asked Lucy.


  Phoebe cried, “No, look!”


  The girls let out a collective gasp when the rainbow griefers turned, and they saw that they were holding a diamond sword against Isaac’s chest.


  Chapter 10


  HIDDEN IN THE MINE


  “We have to save Isaac,” announced Lucy.


  “Save him?” Phoebe asked. “But he’s evil.”


  “But it’s our job to bring him back. And …” Lucy couldn’t believe she was saying this. “Maybe he isn’t the one behind these attacks.”


  “But he’s still evil!” Jane insisted.


  “Still, we have to take him back to Minecrafters Academy.” Lucy aimed her bow and arrow at the griefers, but she wasn’t sure she was close enough to get a good shot.


  “How are we going to get Isaac? The rainbow griefers seem really scary.” Jane was shaking.


  “We’re just going to have to do it. There’s no other option,” Lucy said as she put her bow and arrow away and grabbed her sword instead. “Are you guys ready?”


  Phoebe and Jane followed Lucy as she sprinted toward the rainbow griefers, ready for battle.


  “Isaac!” Lucy called out as she leapt at a rainbow griefer and struck him with her diamond sword.


  “Lucy?” Isaac was shocked.


  Phoebe took out a potion of harming and splashed the two griefers while Lucy and Jane hit them with their swords. One of them released Isaac and charged at the girls. As Phoebe dodged a blow, Jane rushed in and struck him, giving Phoebe the chance to pull another potion out of her inventory.


  Lucy ran at the griefer still holding Isaac, but as she raised her diamond sword, he clutched Isaac tighter, pushing the sword into his chest. Lucy backed off, raising her hands to show she wasn’t going to attack. But Jane and Phoebe came to the rescue; they’d just finished off their rainbow griefer, and they took the griefer holding Isaac by surprise, attacking him from behind with their bows and arrows. With a cry, he was destroyed.


  “Isaac, you’re coming with us,” Lucy demanded.


  “Okay,” Isaac said.


  “Really?” Phoebe asked, stunned. “You’re just going to come with us that easily?”


  “I’d rather be in jail at Minecrafters Academy than with the rainbow griefers,” Isaac admitted. “They helped me escape, but I wasn’t sure why they wanted me to be free.”


  Lucy interrupted. “Was this the first time you met the rainbow griefers?”


  “Yes. They just showed up outside my window and told me they would get me out of the jail. How could I refuse such an offer?”


  Lucy asked, “But what did they want in return?”


  “I didn’t know at the time. But now I can tell you that they wanted me to help them stage an extreme attack on the Overworld.”


  Lucy wasn’t sure why Isaac was confessing all of this information to them. She assumed he was just in shock and was happy to be saved, but she didn’t know if they could trust what he told them. Still, she asked, “Why didn’t you want to join them? You love plotting griefer attacks.”


  “Yes, I do,” Isaac admitted. “But I didn’t trust the rainbow griefers. Once we left the campus, they were very mean to me, instead of treating me like an equal partner. I think they just wanted me to help them attack the Overworld, and once the attack was over and they didn’t need me anymore, I think they were going to have me destroyed.”


  The group walked silently toward the mountain next to the school, noticing a large hole carved into its side as they approached.


  “This looks like it might be a mine.” Jane peeked her head into the darkness of the cave.


  “It’s too bad we can’t explore, but we need to get Isaac back to the academy,” Lucy said with a sigh. If they found diamonds in the mine, she could trade them for supplies to replenish her inventory. She was about to walk away when the whole group heard someone crying.


  “Do you hear that?” Phoebe asked.


  “I guess we should find out who’s in there,” Lucy said. “Does anybody have a torch?”


  They were all surprised when Isaac said, “I do. Should I light it and place it on the wall of the cave?”


  “Yes,” Lucy replied. “That would be very helpful.”


  The mine was very dark, and even with the light coming from Isaac’s torch, it was still hard to see. As they walked deeper into the cavern, the cries grew louder.


  “Who’s in here?” Lucy asked.


  “We are here to help,” added Phoebe.


  Jane spotted someone in the distance. “I think I found them! Follow me.”


  Jane reached the end of the tunnel first and crouched over the person who was crying. “Maya? What are you doing here?”


  Lucy ran forward. “Maya? Are you okay?”


  Maya stood and backed up to the wall of the cave, taking a deep breath and trying to hold back her tears. “You’d better watch out. This place is filled with cave spiders, and there must be a creeper spawner somewhere, because I’ve seen about five creepers. I’m lucky I didn’t explode.”


  “But how did you wind up here?” asked Phoebe.


  Maya moved into the light, and shock crossed her face when she saw Isaac standing behind Lucy. “What is he doing here?”


  “We just found him. We are taking him back to the academy,” Phoebe explained.


  “But you haven’t answered our question,” Lucy said. “What are you doing here, and why are you so upset?”


  Maya took a deep breath. “When we were in the swamp, I woke up earlier than you guys. I realized my inventory didn’t have any food in it. I’ve been lazy since we started school, and I only eat my meals there. I used to be very good about having all sorts of food in my inventory.”


  “Okay, that’s fine, but how did you wind up here?” Lucy pushed.


  “When I went to search for food, I was attacked by two odd-looking people. But I was able to escape, and I ran in here to hide. It’s been terrible, though.”


  “Can you describe these odd-looking people?” asked Lucy.


  “They were rainbow-colored. And they were very mean.” Maya began to cry. “They took almost everything from my inventory. I was lucky to escape.”


  “The rainbow griefers!” Isaac called out. “They also attacked me.”


  Lucy told the group about the rainbow griefers and how a man named Daniel led them. “I guess they’re back, and we’re going to have to battle them again.”


  “Let’s just get back to the school and tell Victoria and Stefan what we know,” Phoebe said. “We’ll deal with them when we have to.”


  Everyone nodded and turned to leave the mine.


  But as they wound their way out of the cave, Lucy spotted a large hole in the ground not far down a side passage. It was glowing blue.


  “Diamonds!” she called out. “We have to mine!”


  Phoebe and Jane reached for their pickaxes, but Maya hesitated. “Watch out for spiders,” she called, striking two cave spiders with her diamond sword as they skittered toward the group.


  “Despite the spiders, and the fact that we have to return Isaac to the school, we should try and unearth these diamonds. We’d be crazy to pass up such valuable resources.” Lucy hopped into the hole. She gathered the diamonds as quickly as she could with Jane and Phoebe, and eventually Maya and Isaac, at her side. When all of the diamonds were found, Lucy was the first to climb out of the hole.


  Her heart skipped a beat. An army of rainbow griefers surrounded the exit.


  “Oh no!” she called to the others. “We’re trapped.”


  She didn’t notice the silent green creeper floating up behind her until it exploded.


  Kaboom!


  Lucy respawned back in the swamp. She was completely alone.


  Chapter 11


  CAPTURED


  Lucy crawled out the bed she had slept in the night before. She wasn’t sure what to do. She wanted to head back to the mine, but she knew it was probably better if she went back to the academy and explained everything to Victoria and Stefan. They had to know that the Overworld was under attack by an old enemy, the rainbow griefers.


  As Lucy walked out of the small house and into the thick of the murky swamp biome, she could hear a noise coming from behind her. It sounded like someone was calling her name.


  “Lucy,” the voice called out. “Are you here?”


  Lucy rushed back to the house. “Maya?”


  “Yes.” Maya walked out the door. “I was also destroyed by a creeper.”


  “What happened to the others?”


  “They were captured by the rainbow griefers right before I was destroyed. We have to save them!”


  “How? Do you know where they are?”


  “I don’t, but we can’t leave them there without any help.”


  Lucy agreed, and the two sprinted back to the cave. They were exhausted when they reached the side of the mountain. Lucy looked over at Maya. “Where do you think they are?”


  Maya walked toward the mine, taking slow steps and watching her surroundings. “I don’t see them over here.” Maya entered the mountain and took out a torch to place on the wall.


  “I think I hear something,” Lucy said, pausing to listen.


  There was a muffled sound coming from behind the wall of the mine.


  Lucy crept closer. “I bet it’s a stronghold, or a hidden room on the other side of this wall.”


  Maya joined Lucy and pressed her ear to the wall. “It sounds like someone is calling for help!”


  “It sounds like Phoebe,” Lucy said. She banged her pickaxe against the blocky wall, trying to break through.


  “Stop,” Maya exclaimed. “We don’t want to be that obvious. We can’t just break down a wall. We need to sneak in.”


  “But how?” Lucy asked. “Do you think there’s another entrance?”


  “I’m not sure, but this isn’t the way to get in. We need to look around for a hole or something.” Maya walked along the wall, inspecting the area for any holes.


  After a short search, Lucy called out, “I think I found something.”


  But Maya didn’t reply. Lucy looked up, but she couldn’t see Maya—her friend had gone missing again.


  Before Lucy could search for Maya, an arrow grazed the side of her arm, and she cried out in pain.


  “I thought you were destroyed by a creeper,” said the pink rainbow griefer, aiming an arrow at Lucy.


  “I have the other one,” an orange griefer announced, stepping out of the shadows. He held a diamond sword against Maya’s back.


  “You must join your friends, our prisoners!” the pink griefer told Lucy.


  “I’ll never be your prisoner,” Lucy yelled at the pink griefer.


  He shot another arrow at Lucy. It struck her left arm, and she felt a horrible pain shoot through her body. She was losing hearts.


  “I will keep shooting you until you are so weak, you’ll have no other choice but to do what I say,” the pink griefer laughed.


  Lucy reluctantly walked toward the griefer. The two griefers led Lucy and Maya through a tunnel that led to a large cave dwelling. Lucy saw Jane, Phoebe, and Isaac at the end of the tunnel.


  “Do you see your friends?” the orange griefer asked the girls. “You’ll be joining them soon.”


  The pink griefer laughed. “In jail.”


  Lucy was devastated. She was afraid nobody would ever find them, and they would spend the rest of their days trapped in the cave.


  “Yes, we have a nice, large jail cell for you.” The orange griefer smiled. “No more studying for you now, girls. School is over.”


  “But this isn’t fair,” protested Maya.


  “You shouldn’t have tried to stop us,” said the orange griefer.


  Lucy and Maya met their friends at the end of the hall. The pink griefer led the entire group into a dark room. “This is your new home. Enjoy.”


  The pink griefer closed the door, and the group could hear the orange griefer laughing as they walked away.


  Two red eyes peered at them from the darkness deep in the cell. “It’s a spider,” Lucy cried out as she used her diamond sword to destroy it.


  “Oh, no!” Isaac looked at the ground. “Our cell is covered in silverfish.”


  The group used their swords to destroy the pesky insect infestation.


  “I see another,” Phoebe pointed out, and Jane destroyed it.


  “I’m exhausted,” Jane announced.


  “I don’t have any food in my inventory,” Maya said nervously, “and my health bar is dangerously low.”


  “How long do you think we’ll be trapped in here?” asked Jane.


  “I don’t think we have any chance of escape,” said Phoebe.


  “That’s an awful thing to say, Phoebe,” Lucy cried. “We will find a way out of here. We have to.” Lucy put on a brave face, but she wasn’t sure she even believed the words that fell from her mouth.


  Chapter 12


  HELP


  Lucy looked up at the ceiling. It was very high up, and there was no way they could reach it without a ladder. She hardly had anything left in her inventory besides a pickaxe. She began to wonder if Phoebe was right and there really was no way out. Lucy had been in serious binds before, but this was the first time she had ever thought she might not escape. She couldn’t believe she was going to be defeated by rainbow griefers.


  She looked over at Isaac. “You always craft sinister plans. What do you think we should do? How do we fight this enemy?”


  Isaac looked at the ground. “I have no idea. I’m old and out of plans. But for the first time, I realize how awful I am. I am always plotting to attack and hurt people in the Overworld, but I’ve never been the victim of an attack before. I realize now that it feels really bad.” He sighed. “I’m not a nice person.”


  Lucy wanted to comfort Isaac, but she also knew that he was right. He had done many terrible things to the Overworld. He had destroyed countless homes with TNT attacks, and terrorized towns by spawning hostile mobs in them.


  Phoebe grabbed her pickaxe and hit it against the wall. “Bedrock!” she cried out.


  “We can’t even use the cube of destruction, or we will all be destroyed with it,” Lucy said.


  Phoebe banged her pickaxe against the other wall. “This one’s also bedrock.”


  “We’re seriously trapped.” Jane looked ready to cry.


  Everyone stood frozen as the top of the ceiling opened and light shined in.


  “Up here!” a voice called out. A ladder fell from the hole in the ceiling, and as their eyes adjusted to the sudden bright light, they saw Victoria and Stefan looking down at them. “Quickly, climb up the ladder. We have to get you out of here,” Victoria called out.


  “We’re free?” Jane couldn’t believe it.


  “Yes, but we have to move fast. This place is filled with dangerous rainbow people,” Stefan called down.


  They climbed up toward the light, and in moments, they were all free. Lucy spotted a few rainbow griefers in the distance. “How are we going to get past them?” she asked.


  Victoria splashed a potion of invisibility on the group, and they ran as fast as they could up the mountain.


  They didn’t reappear until they were on top of the mountain. “I can see my arms,” Jane called out.


  Lucy looked at Jane. “I can see you, too!”


  Victoria also reappeared, and she announced, “Let’s all stop on the top of the mountain. We need to make sure everyone is here.”


  Lucy was relieved when everyone, including Isaac, reappeared. She looked over at Minecrafters Academy. “It looks like the jail has been rebuilt.”


  “Yes, we had it rebuilt when you were away,” Victoria told them. “We also have had most of the students return to the school. And I’m happy to say that their reports have confirmed that the Overworld isn’t under attack. The rainbow people have just started to stage whatever plans they have.”


  Everyone was relieved, but then Stefan explained, “It seems to us that they are very focused on destroying our school. This battle may not be about the Overworld; it’s just about us. We must fight to keep the academy safe.”


  Victoria said, “We’ve spent too long atop this mountain. We must climb down and make our way back to the academy. We have a lot to do to protect the school.”


  The gang sprinted down the mountain. Lucy was thrilled when they walked onto the campus. She had missed the school. She wanted to run right up to her dorm room and hop underneath the covers, but she couldn’t. The second they arrived, thunder boomed, and it began to rain.


  “Skeletons!” shouted Phoebe as an arrow struck her arm.


  Four skeletons surrounded Lucy. She wasn’t going to let them destroy her; she didn’t want to respawn in the swamp. But the battle was tough. She didn’t have any potions left in her inventory, and she was losing hearts. She tried to remember all of the techniques Eitan had used to skillfully battle the wither skeletons, but she couldn’t think.


  A woman wearing a purple sweater and grey pants ran toward Lucy and helped her battle the skeletons. Together, they were able to defeat the bony mobs.


  As the last skeleton disappeared, the rain stopped and the sunshine returned. Lucy introduced herself to her fighting companion. “I’m Lucy. Thanks for helping me battle the skeletons.”


  Maya rushed over to them. “I see you’ve met my roommate, Debbie. I told you she was nice.”


  Debbie smiled at Lucy. “I was hoping you could get me into the talent show.”


  Lucy had almost forgotten about the talent show. How could she think about that while the school was under attack? “I guess I can,” she said. “We’ll be having another meeting soon.”


  “Thanks,” said Debbie.


  “You’re a really skilled fighter,” Lucy said.


  “That’s what got me into Minecrafters Academy.”


  Lucy was a skilled hunter, but she wanted to perfect her fighting. She hoped she could learn from Debbie. But she knew that she had to concentrate on stopping the rainbow griefers.


  Debbie let out a gasp as a group of rainbow griefers marched onto the campus. Lucy looked over at her. “I’m glad you’re fighting alongside me in this battle, Debbie.”


  Debbie and Lucy sprinted toward the rainbow soldiers with their diamond swords. They were ready to save the academy.


  Chapter 13


  WAIT, IT’S THE WITHER


  “Attention students,” Stefan called out. “We are under attack!”


  Students poured out of the dorms and into the center of campus, ready to battle the rainbow griefers.


  Victoria had to make a decision. Was she going to escort Isaac into his jail cell, or was she going to battle the griefers?


  Isaac looked over at Victoria. “Do you want me to help you battle these griefers?”


  “Isaac, I think you should go back to jail. I’m sorry, but I can’t be distracted now.”


  Isaac understood. “I guess that makes sense.”


  Victoria led Isaac back into the jail. Unlike the structure that had previously stood in its place, this prison was made of bedrock and couldn’t be destroyed.


  “There aren’t any windows,” Isaac noticed.


  “Yes,” Victoria replied. “We needed to be sure you couldn’t communicate with other griefers, or escape.”


  Victoria marched Isaac into the jail cell and, after making sure the cell was securely locked, she ran outside to help the students fight off the griefers that invaded their peaceful campus.


  Lucy was in the middle of battling an orange-and-turquoise griefer. The griefer splashed a potion of weakness on Lucy, and she began to lose hearts and the energy she needed to battle him. Lucy’s voice was weak and she could barely utter the word, “Help!”


  “Don’t worry. I’m here!” Victoria dashed to Lucy’s side. With one blow from her powerful diamond sword, the headmaster was able to destroy the multicolored griefer.


  “Thanks,” Lucy said weakly.


  Adam rushed over and handed Lucy a potion of healing. “Take this. This isn’t going to be an easy battle.”


  Lucy sipped the potion. “Adam, I can’t believe the rainbow griefers are back.”


  “I know. Our old enemy.” Adam’s face was grim. “But we’ve defeated them before, and we will do it again,” he said, and he handed Lucy another bottle of potion.


  “What is this for?” asked Lucy.


  “It’s a spare bottle of the potion of healing. You never know when you’ll need it.” As Adam spoke, he leapt at a blue griefer that ran past them.


  Lucy and Victoria helped Adam defeat the blue griefer. As Lucy struck the blue griefer with her diamond sword, she spotted Maya sprinting toward the dorm. Lucy wondered why Maya was returning to the dorms when Stefan had announced that the entire school had to help battle the rainbow griefer army.


  “We did it!” With a final blow, Adam annihilated the blue griefer, and he turned to high five his friend.


  Lucy excused herself and ran toward the dorms. She climbed the stairs to Maya’s room and stood outside, trying to hear the muffled voices within. It sounded like Maya and Debbie were talking. Lucy stood still, but she couldn’t hear what they were saying through the door.


  Lucy knocked.


  Maya opened the door and looked surprised. “What’s going on, Lucy?”


  “I saw you run into the dorm and I was worried you might be hurt. Stefan asked that all students battle the griefers, so I assumed there was something wrong when I saw you head in this direction.”


  Maya looked at Debbie and stammered, “Um, I was just coming back here to look for Debbie. She was injured battling two orange griefers, and she was tired of fighting.”


  Lucy thought that was strange. Debbie was one of the strongest fighters in the Overworld, and she couldn’t imagine Debbie deciding to sit out the battle so quickly.


  “Are you guys planning on staying in here?” asked Lucy.


  Instead of answering, Maya surprised Lucy by splashing a potion of harming on her, then pushed past her and sprinted out of the dorm with Debbie.


  Lucy gasped, her newfound trust in Maya shattered. With what little energy she had left, she walked into Maya’s room to investigate, searching for anything suspicious. But the room was empty—just two beds and a few books inside.


  Lucy walked over to the window and looked out, gasping again as she saw Maya and Debbie by the entrance to the dorm. They were making a T shape with soul sand and placing wither skulls on top of it.


  Lucy grabbed the potion of healing that Adam had given her from her inventory, taking a sip. Then she ran out of the dorm and shouted, “The Wither! They are summoning the Wither!”


  It was too late. There was no need to warn the other students. A blue Wither spawned in the center of the campus. The three-headed beast quickly changed color from blue to black as it spotted the students.


  “Watch out!” Adam called to Lucy as a wither skull flew in her direction.


  Lucy dodged and started to grab her bow and arrow.


  Adam called out, “Use the potion of healing. It harms the Wither.” He tossed a bottle to her.


  Lucy nodded determinedly and ran toward the Wither, splashing the potion on the flying menace. It began to lose hearts. Adam rushed to her side and leapt at the Wither with his diamond sword, striking one of its three heads. But in retaliation, the Wither struck Adam with a wither skull, destroying him.


  “Adam!” Lucy cried. She was infuriated. She had no idea where Adam would respawn, since he had just returned from his journey. He might respawn in the middle of the taiga biome, unable to continue the fight.


  Lucy threw the remaining healing potion at the Wither and turned to look for help, but Victoria and Stefan had just reached her side.


  Wither skulls hit Victoria and Stefan again and again, and they were losing hearts. Lucy tried to destroy the Wither with her diamond sword, but she was also running low on energy.


  Lucy was relieved when she saw Phoebe and Jane sprint over and strike the Wither with their diamond swords. But she was utterly shocked when Maya and Debbie raced over with potions. They splashed them on the Wither and the beast was destroyed, dropping a Nether star.


  “Maya and Debbie, you saved the day!” Victoria exclaimed.


  Lucy gasped. “No, they didn’t!”


  Stefan looked confused. “What are you saying, Lucy?”


  “I’m telling you that they summoned the Wither.” Lucy pointed at Maya and Debbie, who looked back with wide eyes, shaking their heads.


  “Seriously?” Victoria asked. She furrowed her brow, and looking around, Lucy could see that everyone was looking at her as though she’d gone mad. “Why would they destroy something they summoned?”


  Maya said, “Lucy, I think this battle has been too intense for you. You’re imagining things.”


  “No, I’m not! I—” Lucy stammered.


  “Lucy, give it a rest,” Stefan said.


  “Wait! Phoebe, Jane, you believe me, right? I saw it with my own eyes!” Lucy looked desperately at her friends.


  Phoebe opened her mouth to respond, but Victoria cut her off. “That’s enough. You’ve had a long day, and you’re tired. I’m sure you didn’t see what you think you did.”


  But Lucy knew she was right. She wondered what other sinister plans Maya and Debbie might be plotting.


  Chapter 14


  WHAT’S YOUR TALENT?


  It had been two days since the attack of the rainbow griefers and the Wither, and everything was quiet. With no one reporting rainbow griefer sightings or skeleton invasions, Victoria and Stefan finally announced that classes could restart and schedules would return to normal. Meanwhile, Lucy couldn’t believe Maya and Debbie were being treated like heroes, when she knew they were working with the griefers.


  As Lucy walked into the dining hall the afternoon that classes restarted, Phoebe and Jane called out to her from the lunch line. “Over here! We’re by the fruit.”


  Ever since the Wither incident, Lucy had been avoiding her friends. She only spoke to Phoebe and Jane when they were in the dorm before bed, when she had no choice because there was no way to avoid them. Lucy wished she had her own room. She wished Victoria and Stefan would let her leave campus and spend some time on Steve’s wheat farm to take a break and clear her head. But she had heard that her friends kept searching for her on campus, and she knew Phoebe and Jane were worried about her. With a sigh, she picked up a tray and walked over to them.


  “Do you want an apple?” asked Jane.


  “Okay,” Lucy mumbled.


  Phoebe squinted at Lucy. “What has gotten into you, Lucy? You’ve been so grumpy ever since the Wither was destroyed. Aren’t you glad the attacks on the Overworld seem to have ended?”


  “No,” Lucy confessed. “I’m upset because I know Maya and Debbie have something to do with these attacks, and Victoria and Stefan don’t believe me.”


  Phoebe said, “Maybe Victoria and Stefan don’t, but Jane and I believe you.”


  “Really?” Lucy asked.


  “Yeah,” Jane chimed in. “It was hard to believe at first, because they fought the Wither with us, but we know you wouldn’t lie about what you saw.”


  Relief washed over Lucy. “Thanks for trusting me. I’m sorry I’ve been avoiding you. Will you help me convince Victoria and Stefan?”


  Phoebe nodded. “Maybe there will be a chance at the talent show meeting later. See you there?”


  Lucy nodded and filled her tray with food, feeling much better.


  At the meeting that afternoon, Lucy scanned the room looking for Maya, but she wasn’t there. Though she faced away from him, she could hear Stefan summing up the plans that had been made for the event so far. “There will be various performances to showcase everyone’s talent.”


  “Will we be able to participate?” Phoebe asked. “I mean, we are working on the show, but can we also perform?”


  “Of course. I hope every one of you auditions.”


  Just then, Maya and Debbie slipped into the meeting room and stood in the back. But the meeting was wrapping up. Stefan announced, “We will have auditions tomorrow after breakfast,” and then stepped away from the podium.


  As everyone shuffled out of the room, Lucy forgot about talking to Stefan and instead followed Maya and Debbie out of the meeting. She was curious to see where they were going and why they had been late, but she was disappointed when she found them just walking back to the dorms.


  Lucy entered her dorm room and climbed into bed with a sigh. Maybe Maya and Debbie would audition for the talent show the next day, and she could spend the time searching through their room for clues.


  Phoebe and Jane walked in the room. “Are you in bed already?” Phoebe asked.


  “Aren’t you going to prepare for your audition?” added Jane.


  “I don’t have a talent,” Lucy replied.


  “Of course you do.” Phoebe smiled. “You’re one of the most skilled hunters in the Overworld.”


  “Thanks, but I just can’t stand the thought of all those eyes on me,” Lucy said with a shudder. “Besides, how am I going to hunt on stage?”


  “That’s easy. Stefan is working on having people brew potions, hunt, and battle on the stage. He wants the show to highlight everything we do at Minecrafters Academy,” Phoebe explained.


  Jane said, “I overheard Debbie talking about auditioning to be in the battle.”


  “Well, she is an amazing fighter,” said Lucy. “I just wish she wasn’t secretly working with the rainbow griefers.”


  “Just because you saw her spawn the Wither with Maya doesn’t mean she is actually working with the rainbow griefers. They could have done that for some other reason,” said Jane.


  “But what?” Lucy asked.


  Phoebe and Jane shrugged. “I just think that, although spawning the Wither was awful, we shouldn’t jump to conclusions,” Phoebe said.


  Lucy wanted to scream. “But what other conclusion could there be? Why won’t anyone just believe me?”


  Her words were cut off by a knock on the door, and Phoebe opened it to find Maya standing there, Debbie just behind her. “There is something we’d like to explain,” Maya said.


  Chapter 15


  BONY BEASTS


  Lucy was eager to hear Maya and Debbie’s story—she was sure they were going to confess to working with the rainbow griefers—but the second Maya began to speak, there was a loud explosion.


  Kaboom!


  “What was that?” Lucy ran to the window.


  Smoke rose from the Main Hall, and skeletons were marching across the grassy campus.


  “Oh no!” Lucy cried. “We are under attack again!”


  “It’s almost evening—even more will be able to spawn in this light!” Phoebe said as she grabbed her diamond sword from her inventory and ran from the room to battle the bony beasts.


  Lucy and the others followed Phoebe out of the dorms and into the thick of the battle. Lucy snapped her armor on as she ran, choking back her frustration that she hadn’t gotten to hear Maya and Debbie’s confession.


  As they reached the foot of the stairs, four armed skeletons shot arrows at them.


  “Ouch!” Lucy cried out in pain when an arrow struck her unarmored arm.


  To Lucy’s surprise, Maya lunged at the skeleton with her diamond sword and destroyed it. Lucy didn’t know what to make of Maya’s actions; she had summoned the Wither, but she always defended Lucy in battle. It didn’t make any sense. But she didn’t have time to puzzle it out now, so she reached for her diamond sword and joined her classmates in battle.


  Using potions and swords, Phoebe and Jane obliterated the rest of the skeletons in the stairway. They were confident as they sprinted out of the dorm, but stopped in their tracks when they saw the massive bony army that filled the campus.


  “How are we going to battle all of these skeletons?” Lucy asked in shock.


  “We have a lot of help,” Phoebe said as she pointed out all of the other students who were battling skeletons.


  Though the entire student body battled the undead mobs, it was still a tough fight. Lucy called out to her friends, “We have to find the spawner. It’s the only way we can survive.”


  Maya nodded. “Follow me,” she cried, and led them back into the dorm and down the stairs to the dimly-lit basement. Maya took out a torch and placed it on the wall, illuminating the spawner in the center of the room.


  “Maya, you knew where it was all this time?” Jane asked as she helped Maya and Debbie deactivate the spawner.


  Maya didn’t reply. She pursed her lips and worked silently to deactivate the spawner.


  “Debbie, can you explain?” asked Phoebe.


  “What is going on with you two?” Lucy demanded.


  “The spawner has been deactivated,” Maya replied coldly. “What more do you want from us?”


  “You came into our dorm to tell us something,” Lucy said. “What was it?”


  Maya paused. “We were going to tell you something, but I think it’s best that you don’t know. We were making a mistake.”


  “Telling the truth is never a mistake.” Lucy looked at Maya and Debbie.


  Debbie looked at Maya and began to cry.


  “What are you doing?” Maya snapped. “Stop it.”


  “I can’t take it. I can’t keep the secret anymore. I never wanted to be a part of this,” Debbie cried.


  “You can’t tell them,” Maya told her friend. “It’s too dangerous.”


  “Why?” Lucy asked.


  Before Debbie could answer, a familiar voice called out from the stairs, “I can explain.”


  The group looked over and saw Isaac, standing on the stairs with a diamond sword in his hand.


  Chapter 16


  BATTLE AT SCHOOL


  “Isaac, you really were behind these attacks?” Lucy was shocked. She thought Isaac had redeemed himself.


  “It isn’t Isaac,” Maya rushed to his defense.


  “It’s Liam and Dylan,” blurted Debbie.


  “Who are they?” asked Phoebe and Jane in unison.


  “They are the new leaders of the rainbow griefers. Both Isaac and I have been working for them,” Maya said, hanging her head. “They told us that they would put us on Hardcore mode if we didn’t help them.”


  Lucy gasped. “When did this start?”


  Maya looked at Lucy. “Liam and Dylan surprised me as I was traveling to school to start the year. They forced me to find out where Isaac was being held and to meet them while everyone else was in class so we could set up the pistons to break Isaac out of jail. They made me lure you guys into the mine so they could trap you, too.”


  Lucy, Phoebe, and Jane shared a look.


  “But how was Debbie involved?” questioned Lucy.


  “I needed to tell someone what Liam and Dylan were making me do, so I told her. She knew they had told me that if I didn’t summon the Wither the day of their attack, they would capture me and put me on Hardcore mode that night, so she offered to help me.” Maya was shaking.


  “Thank you for being honest,” Lucy said. “I think we can all understand how scary the threat of being put on Hardcore mode must be.”


  “They’re not finished with us, or with Minecrafters Academy,” Isaac said. “They want me to summon the Ender Dragon today. Two griefers just helped me escape from jail so I could do it. But I don’t want to. I’d rather be put on Hardcore mode and get destroyed.”


  Lucy gripped her diamond sword tightly and set her jaw. “We’ll find a way. We will defeat these griefers, and we will do it together.”


  “How?” Maya’s voice quivered.


  “Where are Liam and Dylan?” asked Lucy.


  “They live in the cave on the side of the mountain,” said Maya.


  “Then we will travel there and destroy them.” Lucy bounded up the stairs and everyone followed.


  But they didn’t have to leave the campus to find the rainbow griefers. “There they are!” Maya shouted, pointing to the entrance to the dorms.


  Lucy sprinted over to a man wearing a leather helmet dyed orange, waving her sword. “Surrender!” she demanded.


  The man laughed. “I’m not listening to you.”


  Maya ran to Lucy’s side. “The man in the orange leather helmet is Dylan. Liam is the one in the blue leather helmet.”


  Phoebe and Isaac charged at Liam and he said, “Isaac, Maya, you’re not very good at keeping secrets.”


  Dylan added, “Tonight we will put you on Hardcore mode. Say goodbye to all of your friends.”


  “No!” Lucy struck Dylan with her diamond sword. “Your days are over. We don’t want people like you attacking our academy. This is a peaceful place to learn.”


  Liam laughed. “You think I don’t know all about Minecrafters Academy? I was a student here years ago, before Isaac was the headmaster.”


  That made Isaac pause. “I didn’t know.”


  “That’s right.” Liam pointed his enchanted diamond sword at Isaac. “You didn’t know. I was one of the best students at this school. I was awarded a certificate of excellence. But when I left, I realized that it was a lot more fun to use all of the skills I mastered here for evil. I don’t want to develop the Overworld—I want to destroy it!” Liam let out a sharp, piercing laugh.


  The laugh drew the attention of Victoria and Stefan, who hurried over from the middle of the campus, where they’d been battling zombies.


  “Liam? Is that you?” Stefan asked, stunned.


  “Yes, Stefan,” Liam announced. “I’m back, and I plan to destroy this academy.”


  “But why?” Stefan asked. “You were such a good student.”


  “It’s true that I was a very skilled fighter,” Liam agreed. “Now I’m even better.” Liam leapt at Stefan with his diamond sword and plunged the sword deep into Stefan’s chest.


  Eitan was battling three rainbow griefers when he saw Liam attack Stefan. He left his battle, sprinting over to the griefer and striking him with his sword, splashing a potion of harming on him with his free hand.


  Victoria pulled Stefan away from the fight and gave him a potion of healing; he took sips and watched Eitan battle Liam.


  Not wanting to just stand by and watch, Lucy recovered herself and struck Dylan with her diamond sword. Phoebe and Jane joined the battle, but just as Dylan was about to fade away, Lucy stopped them. “Wait! We don’t want to have him respawn in the cave. Isaac, please take him to the jail and place him in the bedrock prison.”


  Isaac walked a weak Dylan toward the jail as Eitan battled Liam.


  “You were one of my best students, and now you are one of the school’s worst enemies,” Eitan called out as he struck Liam again. “You still can’t defeat your teacher.”


  “Yes, I can,” said Liam as he hit Eitan. “And I will.”


  “You were always too confident.” Eitan struck Liam. “That was your weakness.”


  Liam had very little energy left. He hardly had the strength to stand up straight or hold his sword.


  Maya called out to Eitan, “I think we should put him in the prison.”


  “Never!” cried Liam, but the cry wasn’t very loud. “You’re very weak, Liam,” said Eitan. “With one more blow from my sword, you will be defeated. We can’t let that happen to you. We want you to stay here.”


  Maya and Lucy each grabbed one of Liam’s arms, walking him toward the jail.


  Lucy looked at Liam. “Well, the battle is almost over.”


  Liam chuckled weakly. “That’s what you think.”


  A roar boomed across the campus. Lucy looked up in terror. It was the Ender Dragon.


  Isaac cried, “No! I didn’t summon it!”


  Liam said, “But I did!”


  Chapter 17


  SWORDS AND ARROWS


  Victoria and Stefan looked up and scrambled to their feet, sprinting toward the Ender Dragon as its scaly wing hit one of the dorms, making a gaping hole on the side of the building.


  “That’s my dorm room!” cried Lucy.


  Liam cackled. “I wonder if your bed is safe, or if you no longer have a safe place to respawn.”


  Maya shouted at Liam, “We don’t want to hear anything from you.” She led him into the bedrock jail. As soon as the cell was locked, Maya and Lucy dashed out of the jail toward the vicious dragon that was flying across the campus.


  The dragon’s tail struck the dining hall and the side of the building collapsed. Lucy dove behind a pile of bricks from the rubble, shielding herself as she struck at the low-flying dragon with her sword.


  The dragon roared in pain and lost hearts. Lucy was pleased with her small victory, but the fight wasn’t over. Suddenly, Adam was by her side—he must not have respawned too far away. He handed her a snowball.


  “Thanks,” Lucy said. She knew it would be easier to hit the dragon with a snowball than to keep striking it with her diamond sword. Adam aimed his own snowball at the Ender Dragon, hitting its head.


  Lucy threw a snowball at the Ender Dragon and struck another place on the beast’s head. The dragon was losing energy, but it was still extremely powerful.


  “We have to keep weakening it!” Adam said.


  The Ender Dragon swept toward the ground, destroying two rainbow griefers with its wings.


  “At least it doesn’t know whose side it’s on,” remarked Lucy.


  “Yes, the dragon destroyed our enemy.”


  Victoria and Stefan struck the side of the Ender Dragon with arrows, and the beast cried out again.


  Lucy and Adam threw snowballs at the weakened dragon, then watched Phoebe, Jane, Maya, and Debbie sprint toward the dragon, striking the flying beast with their diamond swords. The Ender Dragon let out one final cry and exploded.


  Lucy was relieved, but she looked around the campus and saw several rainbow griefers attacking students. “We have to stop the rainbow griefers,” she called to Adam, already running into the fray.


  The duo raced into the center of campus and battled the remaining rainbow griefers. An orange griefer put up a hard fight. As Lucy struck him with her diamond sword, she said, “I don’t understand why you are still attacking people on the campus or even battling me. Your dragon has been destroyed and your leaders are in prison. Haven’t you learned your lesson?”


  “We promised to fight this battle to the end,” the orange griefer replied as he leapt at Lucy.


  Lucy delivered a final blow and destroyed the griefer. To no one, she said, “Well, it’s over now.”


  “Lucy, help me!” Adam called out. Two blue griefers were attacking him and his health bar was low.


  As Lucy sprinted over to Adam, she saw a horde of lanky Endermen spawn on the campus. Lucy looked up at the sky. It was nighttime, and she knew more hostile mobs were going to spawn soon. They needed to end this fight quickly.


  “Don’t look at the Endermen,” Lucy called out as she ran toward Adam. It was too late. One of the Endermen shrieked and teleported toward Phoebe, who cried for Lucy to help her. Lucy was torn. She knew that she couldn’t help both of her friends at once.


  Lucy looked over at Adam, who was surrounded by rainbow griefers. Lucy called out to Phoebe, “Run as fast as you can to the water! It’s right outside of the campus.”


  “Lucy!” Phoebe cried.


  But Lucy was already by Adam’s side. She struck one of the rainbow griefers and annihilated it. Her sword locked with that of the other griefer, and they struggled against each other. With his last strength, Adam grabbed a potion of harming and threw it on the griefer. While he was distracted, Lucy plunged her sword into the griefer’s chest, destroying him.


  She wiped sweat from her forehead and looked around. The griefer army had been defeated, but her friends weren’t safe. “We need to help Phoebe!” Lucy said as she ran toward the water. She had to make sure the lanky, block-carrying, teleporting mob didn’t destroy Phoebe.


  Lucy could see her friend just reaching the water. She called out, “Jump in! Fast! The Enderman is right behind you.”


  Phoebe jumped into the deep, blue water. Lucy was relieved, until she heard another Enderman shriek. It was teleporting and ready to attack Lucy. Lucy sprinted to the water, but she wasn’t sure she was going to make it. The Enderman was right behind her—she could feel its breath as it tried to grab her. She jumped in the water, and it splashed her face.


  When the Enderman jumped in after her and was destroyed, she swam toward Phoebe, and the two walked out of the water, Phoebe leaning on Lucy for support.


  “We have to watch out for other hostile mobs,” Adam said as he joined the two friends on the shore.


  “Yes, nighttime battles are very dangerous,” Lucy replied, stepping away from Phoebe.


  “Look out!” Adam called.


  Lucy turned around and spotted a creeper, but she was too late; it exploded, destroying Lucy.


  Lucy’s first feeling when she respawned in her bed was relief; it hadn’t been destroyed, so she was able to respawn on campus. Her eyes traveled from the gaping hole in the wall to Phoebe, who was standing next to her.


  “What happened?” asked Lucy.


  “It’s over. We won!” Phoebe smiled.


  Maya, Debbie, and Jane burst into the room. “We defeated the rainbow griefers!”


  “It’s still nighttime, so we have to be very cautious,” Phoebe reminded them. “We could still be destroyed by hostile mobs.”


  Jane looked at the hole in the wall. “Yes. We have a hole in our wall, and that leaves us exposed. We have to fix it.”


  Maya said, “Amazingly enough, the Ender Dragon missed the other side of the building. I noticed there was a large empty room on that side. Would you like me to craft beds so we can all stay there?”


  Lucy exclaimed, “That’s a great idea. Let’s all head over there and we’ll help you.”


  The five girls quickly crafted and jumped into their new comfy beds, pulling the covers over their bodies.


  “Do you think there will still be auditions for the talent show tomorrow?” Debbie asked.


  “I’m sure there will be,” Lucy replied. “I’m looking forward to more planning. I have a lot of ideas for the show.”


  “Me, too!” added Jane. “I want to help design the set.”


  Thinking about their parts in the show and exhausted from the night’s hard battle, the girls drifted off to sleep.


  Chapter 18


  GOOD FRIENDS


  In the daylight the next morning, Lucy and her friends were able to inspect the damage from the battle the day before. They walked past Lucy’s room, still filled with rubble. The center of the campus was destroyed, and there was a large hole in the ground.


  “What is that hole?” Lucy walked over to inspect it, “Looks like it was created by a TNT explosion.”


  Phoebe explained, “Last night, Jane and I used blocks of TNT to destroy a large portion of the rainbow griefer army.”


  Maya added, “You should have seen them fight the griefers. They are real warriors.”


  Lucy smiled at Phoebe and Jane. She was impressed with their skills. “You guys saved Minecrafters Academy.”


  “No,” Phoebe clarified. “We all saved Minecrafters Academy.”


  Stefan and Victoria stood outside the dining hall and greeted all the students, thanking everyone for helping keep Minecrafters Academy safe.


  Stefan approached the girls, “We’re moving ahead with auditions for the talent show today, as planned, and I hope you will all attend the planning meeting right after. We don’t have a lot of time to plan the event, so we need everyone there to help. We are meeting outside on the lawn, since we are in the process of rebuilding the hall.”


  “Of course,” Lucy replied. “We can’t wait.”


  When they entered the dining hall, Adam waved and walked over to Lucy. “I’m so psyched the battle is over.”


  “Me, too,” Lucy said. “I feel better knowing that Liam and Dylan are in jail.”


  “And Isaac,” added Adam.


  Lucy’s jaw dropped. “Wait, Victoria and Stefan put Isaac back in the prison? But he’s changed! We have to get them to let him out—it’s not safe for him to be there with Liam and Dylan.”


  Adam agreed, but just then, Phoebe walked over. “We have to finish breakfast quickly or we’ll be late for our auditions.”


  The gang devoured bread, apples, and cake, and Lucy thought about the best way to convince Victoria and Stefan that Isaac should be allowed to go free. She wished her friends good luck as they left for auditions, and then walked outside to stand on the lawn near the jail. She thought about Isaac in his cell. He was all alone. She had to do something.


  At the planning meeting after auditions, Stefan announced what roles everyone would play in running the talent show. “There is one more role we need to fill: we will have a judge pick the best performance in each category, but we need someone who’s familiar with every subject we teach at Minecrafters Academy.”


  That was it! Lucy raised her hand. “I think Isaac would be the perfect judge.”


  The students assembled in the room gasped.


  “He fought with us in the battle against the rainbow griefers, and he risked being put on Hardcore mode when he refused to help them spawn the Ender Dragon,” Lucy argued. “I think he deserves a chance to show he’s changed.”


  Stefan paused and looked over at Victoria. She nodded, and Stefan replied, “Okay, Lucy. We’ll give Isaac a chance.”


  “Should we tell him now?” asked Lucy.


  The group walked into the jail. Isaac was shocked when he saw everyone appear outside his cell.


  “What are you doing here?” Isaac asked them.


  Victoria said, “We’d like you to judge our talent show.”


  “Me?”


  “Yes. You were the headmaster here for years, and you know everything this school teaches inside and out. You’ll be the perfect judge.” Victoria smiled.


  Isaac was thrilled. “I’d be honored.”


  Everyone exited the jail and prepared for the talent show. Debbie ran over to her friends, “I’m in! I was chosen to be in the talent show! I’m going to be in a battle.”


  “That’s fantastic news!” exclaimed Lucy.


  Stefan announced, “Tomorrow we will have our first rehearsal.”


  Chapter 19


  THE TALENT SHOW


  A few weeks later, the school was alive with activity as everyone prepared for the talent show to begin. Lucy was excited. Although all her friends had gotten parts in the production, she preferred to be behind the scenes, and was happy with her choice to be the stage manager. When Adam had asked her why she wasn’t showing off her hunting skills, she had replied, “I like to hunt alone, and I hunt so I can provide my friends with food. I’m not someone who wants to be on stage.”


  Adam had understood, though he was excited to be a part of the show. He was going to brew potions on stage.


  But the day of the performance, he found Lucy backstage. “I know you dislike being on stage, but would you consider being my assistant?” he asked.


  Lucy paused. She wanted to help Adam, and she knew how important this show was to him.


  “We work so well together. I know you’re what I need to make my act perfect,” Adam said, seeing her hesitation.


  Lucy groaned, but she nodded. “I hope you make me disappear with one of your potions.”


  “I will! But I’m also going to make you reappear.” Adam grinned.


  It seemed like seconds later that Lucy was on stage with Adam, who stood next to her and brewed a potion.


  “This is a potion of weakness,” he announced to the audience before splashing it on Lucy.


  She felt terribly weak.


  “This is a potion of strength.” He splashed the next potion on Lucy, and she felt incredibly energetic.


  “Now I will make Lucy disappear,” Adam announced.


  Lucy was relieved when he splashed the potion on her. Since she had access to the schedule as the stage manager, she knew her part in Adam’s act was almost over. Though, as Adam made her visible once again, she realized she had actually kind of enjoyed being part of the act and seeing the audience’s reactions from the stage. Maybe being in the spotlight wasn’t so bad.


  Everyone applauded when Adam’s act was over, and Phoebe caught Adam and Lucy backstage. “Adam, you were great! And Lucy, you make a fabulous assistant.”


  They thanked Phoebe, and then rushed to find seats in the audience. They wanted to see Debbie’s battle.


  Debbie was paired with another skilled swordsman. Both fighters stood in the center of the stage.


  Victoria announced, “Let the battle begin.”


  Debbie and her opponent struck each other with their powerful diamond swords. Debbie slashed at the woman, and she dropped her sword. When she reached for it, Debbie delivered a final blow and her opponent was destroyed.


  “We have a winner!” Victoria announced. “And Debbie, you have also set a record for the quickest fight in the show.”


  Debbie was beaming. She hurried over to Maya. “Can you believe I actually won?”


  “Of course I can,” Maya said with a smile. “You’re one of the best fighters in the Overworld.”


  At the end of the show, Isaac gave out awards for the best performances. Debbie received one for being the best fighter in the show.


  Adam was shocked when his name was called. Isaac announced, “Adam, you were not only a master alchemist, but you also put on a fantastic show. You should thank your assistant, Lucy, for helping you.”


  Adam leapt onto the stage and asked Lucy to join him. “This is also your award, Lucy.”


  Lucy looked out at the crowd and smiled. Yes, she definitely did like being on stage after all.


  When the final winners were announced, Isaac’s job was done. Lucy saw Victoria begin to escort Isaac back to his jail cell, and she felt awful. Isaac had been an excellent judge, and he had really helped them during the battle with the rainbow griefers. How could Victoria not see that? She ran after them, touching Victoria’s elbow to stop her.


  “Does Isaac have to go back to jail?” she asked.


  “Lucy, now isn’t the time to talk about this,” Victoria replied.


  Isaac turned and said to Lucy, “I know you mean well, but you’re wrong in this case. I should go back to jail. I did an awful thing to the Overworld, and there are still many people who have to rebuild their lives because I destroyed their homes. I don’t mind being in jail. It gives me a lot of time to think about how to be a better person.”


  “But Isaac, you were such a good judge,” Lucy said to the old headmaster.


  “Thank you. I’m so grateful to have had that opportunity. It made me remember how much I enjoyed being a headmaster before I threw that life away. But now it’s time for Victoria to run the academy. She is a great teacher and leader, and you’ll learn a lot from her.”


  Victoria said, “Isaac, you know we will call on you a lot to help out the academy. Lucy was right, you were a good judge.”


  Isaac smiled as Lucy and Victoria walked him back to the jail.


  As they returned to the festivities, Victoria asked, “Lucy, why weren’t you in the talent show? I’ve seen you hunt, and you’re impressive.”


  “I am going to audition next year. I realize I still have a lot to learn, and I’m glad I’m here at the academy. Maybe next year the time will be right for me to go after one of those awards.”


  Lucy was thrilled to see all of her friends at the party following the show. Phoebe, Jane, Maya, Debbie, and Adam took Lucy aside. “We have something for you,” Maya said.


  “What?” Lucy couldn’t imagine what they would have to give her.


  Adam handed Lucy bottles filled with potions. Jane gave her a cauldron. Phoebe offered Lucy a bunch of torches. Maya handed her wooden planks and many tools for building. Debbie gave her arrows and a stone sword.


  Phoebe said, “We wanted to help you restock your inventory.”


  Lucy was speechless and thrilled. “Thank you!”


  With a full inventory and good friends, she was ready for her next adventure.
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