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crying as she sat in the back of the wagon, waving
good-bye.

Mama climbed back into Aunt Nancy’s wagon and
we turned around toward the west, toward home. “Are
we going back to Missoura?” Green asked.

“No, sir,” Mama said. “We’ve put too much blood
and tears in this Texas soil to turn back now. And I
know your papa and Lemuel and Esperanza and Baby
Wash are still alive. I have a premonition in my heart.”

Green and I smiled at each other. We knew that

Mama’s premonitions were always right.
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