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Donald, my very own prince charming
Kelsey my bright sunshine
Tyler, my favorite song
Sean, my smiley boy
Josh, my gentle giant
EJ, my chosen one
Austin, my miracle child

And to God Almighty, who has—for now—blessed me with these.

—K.K.





To Noé, my sunshine.
With love, Maman

—G.G.
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Show me your ways, O Lord,
teach me your paths;
guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.

—Psalm 25:4-5
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There once was a young knight who lived in a village on the west side of the kingdom. In the busy streets and cozy houses of the village everyone knew the young knight. He could run like the wind, carry a dog under each arm, and solve the toughest puzzles.

When the young knight passed by, people smiled and said, “Someday that knight will be named the best and bravest in the kingdom, and the west village will be honored.”
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One time, the young knight of the west village saw a woman carrying a load of bricks. The young knight hurried to her side. “Ma’am,” he said, “may I carry your bricks?” Every day after that, the young knight met the woman at the brickyard and carried her bag of bricks until her house was built.
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Another time, the bridge over the river washed away. The men in the west village puzzled over how much wood they would need to build a new bridge, but the young knight came up with a plan.
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The men did as the knight said, and sure enough, they figured out exactly how many logs were needed to build a bridge across the river.
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But the young knight of the west village was more than blazing fast, fiercely strong, and deeply intelligent. He was also kind. Once when the children were out playing, the young knight noticed a boy whose legs hadn’t worked since he was born. “Boy,” the knight said, “I can be your legs!” He put the boy on his shoulders and ran in circles and great arcs, and the wind whipped through the boy’s hair. And they both laughed and laughed. The young knight was kind that way.
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Now, the kingdom was made up of four villages—the west village, the east village, the north village, and the south village. The king announced that the bravest knight of the kingdom would be named prince, and everyone hoped a knight from their village would be chosen.

A knight from the east village was said to be so fast he could outrun his horse.

When the young knight from the west village heard about this, he practiced his running over and over again.


“I’m trying,” he told his father. “but I’m not sure if I’m the fastest knight in the land.”

His father smiled. “My son, the bravest knight is not always the fastest. Follow God and he will help you run the race.”
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Word traveled around the kingdom that a knight from the south village was said to be so strong he could carry a horse under each arm.

When the young knight from the west village heard about this, he practiced lifting three dogs, then four dogs, then five. But he could never manage to lift his horse.


“I’m trying,” he told his father. “But I’m not sure if I’m the strongest knight in the land.”

Again his father smiled. “My son, the bravest knight is not always the strongest. Faith in God will give you the strength you need.”
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News made it through the kingdom that a knight from the north village was said to be so smart he could solve puzzles the village teachers couldn’t solve.

When the young knight from the west village heard this, he solved every puzzle he could find. But he was never summoned by the village teachers to solve anything for them.

“I’m trying,” he told his father. “But I’m not sure if I’m the smartest knight in the land.”

His father smiled one more time. “My son, the bravest knight is not always the smartest. Ask God and he will give you great wisdom.”
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Soon the king called these four knights together. “I will stage a competition,” the king said. “Bravery means many things. You will be tested in speed, strength, and intelligence. At the end of the competition, I will determine which of you is the bravest, the one who will be named prince of the kingdom.”
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The first competition tested their speed. The king lined up all four knights at the entrance to the great and mighty forest. “Follow the course through the forest until you reach the finish line at the other end,” he said.
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A few minutes into the race, the knight from the east village shouted to the others, “I know a shortcut. Never mind the course marked out for us.” He made a turn off the path and waved to the others. “Follow me.”

And the knights from the south and north villages did just that.

But the young knight from the west village stayed the course and crossed the finish line long after the other three knights.
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The second competition tested their strength. The king said, “In the lumberyard, find the biggest log you can carry from those I’ve set aside for you and bring it back to me.”

When they reached the lumberyard, the knight from the south village pointed to a different pile of logs. “Some of these are hollow,” he said. “We can carry much bigger logs if they are hollow.” He nodded at the others. “Come on,” he said. “Follow me.” And the knights from the east and north villages did just that.

But the young knight from the west village found a medium-size log from among those the king had set aside. When he brought it back to the king, his was the smallest of all the logs. But it was solid.
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The final competition tested intelligence. The king handed each of the knights a treasure map marked with different puzzles. “You must solve each puzzle along the way,” the king told them. “Find your treasure and bring it to me.”
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When they’d each solved a few puzzles, the knight from the north village saw that the king was not around. “I know a man in town,” he said, “who can give puzzle answers, ten for a dollar. This is your chance,” he said as he began to run toward town. “Follow me.”

And the knights from the east and south villages did just that.

But the young knight from the west village sat on a rock and figured out the puzzles, one at a time, as the king directed. When he finally found his treasure and brought it to the king, the treasures from the other three knights were already lined up near the throne.
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Tallies were made by the king, and scores were analyzed. The knight from the east village was fastest. The knight from the south village was strongest, and the knight from the north village was smartest. The young knight from the west village thought he would never be named prince of the kingdom. The young knight saw his father in the crowd. His father smiled at him, and the young knight knew even if he didn’t win the competition, his father loved him.

“I have decided on a winner,” the king announced. And the people of the kingdom gathered around to hear.
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The king looked at the knight from the east village. “You cheated by running off the course. You cannot be prince of the kingdom.”

Next, the king turned to the knight from the south village. “You stole a hollow log from another pile of lumber. You cannot be prince of the kingdom.”

Then the king spoke to the knight from the north village. “You lied about solving the puzzles, so you cannot be prince of the kingdom.”


At last, the king spoke to the knight from the west village. “Well done! You were honest and finished the tasks as you were asked. You did not cheat, so you are the bravest knight of all.”
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So the brave young knight of the west village became prince and, with God’s help, ruled the kingdom with character, kindness, and truth.

Because of the brave young knight, the kingdom became the strongest in the land, and the people of the west village were honored.

And they lived happily ever after.
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