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the yellow house 

Mystery

 

The Alden children discover a mystery 

at the run-down yellow house on Surprise 

Island. Years ago a man vanished from the 

house. Nobody knew how or why. Now the 

children are determined to learn the real 

story. A trail of clues leads them on a new 

adventure, and an old mystery is solved!
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THE CAVE

[image: ]

 

Just six months ago, the Alden children had spent 

their summer on Surprise Island. There they met 

their cousin Joe, an archaeologist, and discovered 

a cave full of important artifacts.

 

Now it was spring, and Benny had just 

finished a mysterious phone call.                Henry!

Violet! Jess! 

Come quick!

 

Joe just telephoned!                Mr. Alden and Captain               Hello! This The men are going to Daniel took the children is Alice Wells. She’s blast the cave on to Surprise Island here to help with Surprise Island. immediately. the dig. We have to hurry 

and go over.                                                                     Let’s go

There’s Joe right off and see 

now. Who is that  them blast!

girl that’s with 

him?

 

That’s not a girl. 

That’s a lady!
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This is going to be fun for you, Benny. 

The men are going to let you push the 

handle to set off the blast.

 

Oh boy!

 

And with that Benny cleared 

the top off the cave.

 

What a noise 

that was!

 

The big rocks became small rocks. The workers 

began clearing them right away. Joe explained 

that it would take days to remove all the rocks, 

so the children returned home.

 

I think Joe likes Alice. I think                           I wish Joe would get he’s going to marry her.                            married. He must be awfully 

 

you tell? Joe just      and Alice went                              I think Benny is to school together met her today! right. But let’s not say when they were anything to them. Let’s wait What? How can       Oh, no. Joe         lonesome living by himself.

 

children. She’s just                               and see what happens. returned to help  Joe at the cave.
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A WEDDING                            Joe, let’s tell them All spring, the children our news! went to the island to help. One day, Joe, Henry, and Maybe we Benny stopped to rest at can guess! a yellow house.
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You and Joe 

are getting 

married!

Aren’t you?

 

Let’s go

into this house 

sometime.

Your grandfather 

never likes to talk 

about this house. I 

think it has a  It’s true! Look 

mystery. at your ring!

 

When school let out for the summer, Joe and Alice got 

married. What a wedding it was! Alice was very lovely in 

her beautiful white dress. Violet played her violin.

 

After the wedding, Joe 

and Alice left for their 

honeymoon.

 

Joe will still  McGregor  is sad even  spend time  when she  with us.  I do hope Alice and  Mrs.

smiles.
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With Joe away, the children started to  I suppose you Bill was a

think of summer plans. Henry decided  ought to know about the  good man, but he 

 

house on Surprise Island.                      to keep race horses on the island. A man named Bill to ask Grandfather about the yellow  yellow house. My father used  was weak...

took care of them.

 

"Bill lived on the island with  "One night, Bill went out to  “They found Bill’s rowboat a 

his wife, Margaret. One  the barn and never came back. few days later. It was tied 

 

night Margaret heard a  up at another dock about a  "Margaret saw that the  mile away on the mainland.  strange noise. Bill told her  horses had been fed. But Bill  it was the waves.  and his rowboat were gone.

“The next night 

she smelled paint. 

But Bill was not 

painting."

 

“Later the police came 

and searched the island.
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and paint smell. They                   newspaper for two years. Nothing ever came of it.” went all over the little yellow house searching police about the noises                 “We put notices in the “Margaret told the for clues.

[image: ]

 

I’m so sorry for  Soon Joe and Alice returned home. Before 

Margaret. She must  they’d even gotten into the house the children 

be old now. were telling them about the mystery of the 

little yellow house.

She seems

very old to you, I                          I’ve wondered know. She is Mrs.                       about that house 

McGregor.                       myself. I’d like

to go inside.

 

Mrs. 

McGregor!

 

We’ve waited for 

you to go with us.

 

Captain Daniel brought the whole family

to Surprise Island. Mr. Alden unlocked the 

yellow house for the first time in years.

Grandfather, couldn’t we go 

into the little yellow house? We 

might find something.

You may go. But don’t 

talk about this to Mrs. 

McGregor yet.
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THE TIN BOX     Let’s look around and 

see what could make

a strange noise.

 

I’m going to

check every brick on 

this chimney.

 

A paintbrush! 

Remember the 

paint smell? I think 

this was used on 

the fireplace.

 

A pen. Some old            digging tools. Benny carefully                 Yes, this tapped each brick in the fire-Joe gave Benny one of his 

writing paper.                                                      brick has certainly place with his little hammer, been taken out. listening for anything strange. 

That’s all.

 

Joe!

This one sounds

different!
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What did I tell you? 
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Look! There’s a letter 

in the hole!

“Dear Bill, Thanks for the money. I can  I remember one other 

make it three times as much if you will help  thing. Just before Bill 

me. Some friends of mine know how. Meet  disappeared, he sold two 

me at your little house in Maine.  fine race horses. But he 

(Bear Trail) Then you can  never gave my father

pay Mr. A. and get your                                  the money.

Look in the tin box. I always  part of the rest sure. 

Hide this. S.M.” thought his  brother, 

Sam, got

it. 
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Now we have a 

real mystery.

 

But the

week after Bill 

disappeared, 

Sam was killed 

by a car.

I know Bear Trail. I went there 

when I was fifteen years old.

So you 

did!
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Yes, yes! I know what you want. You want  There was a lot of noise in the 

to go up to Maine and hunt for Bill.                           Alden house after that. Soon 

they were loading food and gear 

in the station wagon for the trip.

 

You always let us

do things in the summer 

when there isn’t any 

school. Joe and Alice                                                   What a

want to go, too! family! Always 

doing something 

exciting!

 

at a store. The owner, Mr. Long, helped           I can fix you up! You’ll need two After driving several hours, they arrived them get everything they’d need.                  canoes and some tents too.

 

Thank you, Mr. Long. Say,                heard of him. Never

we’re looking for an old man                 I’m sorry. who is lost. Bill McGregor.

 

When everything was loaded, Mr. Long gave the 

canoes a last push into the lake. The canoes began to slide through the smooth blue water.
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COMPANY IN THE WOODS
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There’s a tree in                     That’s no tree, Look, Joe! 

the water.                       Benny! That’s a moose swimming 

across the lake.

 

Henry! Look! 

A moose!

 

They paddled very fast all        We’ll make camp day. Just as Henry was                                            And don’t forget up there. starting to feel tired…                                             we’ve got company 

We’ll have a lot             coming.

of work to do once 

we get there.

 

Take everything out I suppose you are Joe

 

in this open place. Here's         Hello, Mr. Hill. Mr.                tent and cook you some Long tells me you're of the canoes and put it  Alden. Want me to build your 

one of the best camping                                               corn bread? places in Maine!               one of the best guides in Maine.
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Mr. Hill told the                   Now we can boil children to find              water here for cleaning or branches of a certain        cooking. And we can hang shape. When Henry            more than one pot. and Benny brought 

them, he fashioned 

them into a camping 

stove.

 

Mr. Hill began to make a 

shelter-half to keep the        This would keep the wind from the fire. rain out, too, if we had 

any rain.

 

Mr. Hill then cooked a meal             How delicious the of corn bread, ham, and eggs         ham and eggs are. And for the hungry travelers.              the corn bread too.

 

I’m so sleepy I 

could go to sleep 

standing up!
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Joe! We have          I'll tell the                    Henry, wake 
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company.             children.                     up! Jessie!

 

The children stayed very 

quiet. The bear did not seem 

to notice them. It was only 

interested in the ham that it 

found in the trees.

 

Just then Mr. Hill flashed a 

light in the bear’s face. The 

bear ran off into the woods. 

The children did not know 

that Mr. Hill and the bear 

were good friends. The bear 

knew that he would find food 

wherever Mr. Hill was.

In the morning everyone packed up camp. Mr. 

Hill made breakfast and then said good-bye. 

 

There’s a lumber

camp up the river. That’s 

our next stop.
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THE LUMBER CAMP

Benny tried his hand at casting.

Later, Joe revealed that 

Mr. Hill had brought 

them fishing rods!                  Alice!

I'm sorry,

We fish                                          Alice! I don't see 

with Grey                                             how I did that.

Ghosts

that look 

like flies.

 

I should have been

Can I                                        that their first time. watching. Everyone does 

try?

 

Benny tried again and again. Eventually 

he got the hang of it. Soon they had 

enough fish and it was time to paddle on.

 

That afternoon, they could hear the lumber camp. They could hear axes and a great crash of a tree falling down.

 

The men at the

camp roll the logs into the 

water and they float down 

by themselves.
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Soon the boss at the                      Stay as long as you want. You like beans? logging camp waved 
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them ashore.

Welcome!

Would you like

to share dinner We love beans but 

with us lumber we got a lot of fish. 

men? I caught this one, 

and this one…

 

When dinner was ready, Cookie         That night, Henry heard many loud squeals and what sounded like men sawing trees. let Benny ring the bell. The lumber men came crashing 

through the bushes.

 

What a noise! 

It’s porcupines! They sound like 

pigs and men 

sawing wood.

 

They ate dinner of fish, beans, and 

quick bread. They met a lumber man 

named Bill, but he was too young to 

be the Bill they were looking for.

 

In the morning, the family had breakfast with the lumber men. The boss agreed to ask around about Bill McGregor. Then, the Aldens set off for the Old Village.
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ALMOST STARVING          Carrying isn’t

as much fun as

Soon they had come to the           would be! I thought it end of the lake and had to 

carry the canoes to another 

lake. It wasn’t very far but 

they had a lot to carry.

 

They paddled a long way on this new  Pull our canoe out of Joe’s way,  so he can land, too!  lake. Very suddenly the sky went dark  gray and the wind began to blow. Out  As Joe paddled in, a  of nowhere, a rainstorm came.  big wave hit his canoe 

Get to shore,                                           the bags of food and sideways. It washed 

 

fast as you can! Land Henry! Just as                                          dishes into the lake. between those two

large trees!

 

All our food         Are we going 

is gone.             to starve, 

Joe?

 

Starve? No, but I 

guess we are going to 

be very hungry.

 

Just almost 

starve.
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While Joe worked to start a fire, Benny and Alice discovered one bag of food that hadn’t drifted away.
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warm enough, Are you                                              I can get it. I’m as wet as I can Violet? be already.

 

I’m all right.                                         Oh, Benny! How 

glad everyone 

will be!

 

When they got back the fire was                      They will burn, but started. Joe took the potatoes from never mind. We have the bag and put them on the fire. to eat something.

 

It was a tough night, but the Aldens were happy to have survived the storm. 

 

We may not find old Bill. No one

seems to have heard of him. I just 

don’t want you to be disappointed.

 

Joe. I had fun                                   Oh, yes. We’ve just camping! It’s alright, 

all had fun!
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They paddled hard all morning. Benny fished to pass the time and caught a big lake trout. By noon they arrived at Old Village.

 

Right away, Joe                                                                Oh, hamburger! I You can eat at Jim’s asked if there  want hamburger!  Place in town. I run it 

was any place the       myself. I’m Jim Carr. group could get        I’ll cook you hamburger a meal.                         if you--

 

Oh, I do feel          I think Violet ought 

better! I’m ready       to sleep in a real bed 

for anything!                tonight.

 

There’s a little old house I take care of across

the street, if you want to stay for the night.

Then it’s settled.            I’ll get that house ready. There

We’ll stay the night.        are lots of interesting things to see

in Old Village. There’s an old hermit 

over in the woods. Lives all alone. And 

the Indians up the road make

baskets to sell.

Maybe they’ve 

heard of Bill.
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A HUNT                  My, doesn’t she FOR BENNY                work fast! See 
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her fingers fly.

I’ll teach

you. My name

is Rita.

 

I wish I

could learn to

do that.

 

Wonderful,                                              happened to      small and I’m a Oh, Benny? Oh, what has  The village is

Violet!                    where is                             Benny?          good tracker. Benny? We’ll find him.

BENNY!

BENNY!

 

He went this way. I can see where

he stepped. This is the way to the old 

hermit’s cabin. Now call him.

 

Ben-NY!
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This is the

hermit’s cabin. If we 

scare him, he’ll run 

away, and then he won’t 

help us.

 

me your name.                                   His name is Dave Hunter. Thank you for telling                               The hermit is nice.  

Your family must

be worried. Come on, I’ll take you back.                          I think Dave 

Hunter wants us to 

go. That’s just

how he is.

 

Oh, 

Benny!

 

You can stay in this     It’s small, but most campers 

house as long as you      don’t mind sleeping two or want. Walk right in.           three to a room.

 

Thank you, 

Jim.
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THE BOX AGAIN           You know, I feel
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as if something will 

The Aldens spread the            happen soon.

house. They cooked Benny’s                                                   I feel that bedrolls onto cots in the 

trout and had a good meal.                                                      way too. Still, they weren’t ready

for bed.

 

That’s funny.

I do too. It’s as if 

we had a clue and 

didn’t know it.

 

The next morning, the         Don’t run away again,                  One night, he family had breakfast little boy. You make too fought with some and then went to thank much trouble for the mean men. Then, Rita again. hermit. he went into the woods and has 

For the          stayed there hermit?          ever since.

Jessie,

maybe Dave 

Hunter is

Dave Hunter was upset. My Bill.

father says he was a very nice 

young man once. He built that

house you’re staying in.

The children 

returned to the 

old house and told 

everyone what 

Rita had said.

Pretend you’re in         There’s the same

the yellow house on    fireplace. That window is 

Surprise Island!         in the same place.
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Of course! There’s  That’s why we felt we 

the bedroom! had a clue right under 

our noses! It was the 

house itself!

 

And there’s the 

kitchen. I guess Bill 

could just build one 

kind of house.

Maybe Bill’s brother hid 

the money in this house!

 

Those mean-

looking men might 

have come looking 

for it.

 

The Aldens searched everywhere, hoping 

to find the tin box with Bill’s money.

 

that money. But, there                                                    At least I’ll are no secret places I hoped we would find 

inside that house.                                                         this toad lives. find out where 

 

Don’t hurt 

the toad, 

Benny.

Hello, Toad! 

where that I wonder  Where do you  live?

toad lives.
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THE HERMIT
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Henry! There’s a tin box here!

I found it!

 

They counted the 

 

four thousand             The hermit is Dave                   I think dollars. Joe thought money and found 

it was time to talk  so, too.  Hunter. And Dave 

Hunter is Bill.

to the hermit again.

 

When the hermit saw the 

visitors, he ran into his cabin.

Bill!
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Bill, Grandfather 

wants you to come 

home, and so does 

Mrs. McGregor.

He means 

Margaret.

 

Margaret                                                he had no reason to They said there was is dead. Bill explained that

a fire and the barn burned  go back to Surprise 

and Margaret died trying           Island when he 

to save the horses. thought Margaret had 

No, Margaret  died. When Joe told 

is alive. him the truth, he could 

hardly believe his ears.

 

Bill felt better after eating. My beard can be cut off. Then I  will look like Bill McGregor. I  think I would like  I suppose Mrs.  to go home  McGregor won’t  with you.  know you with  that beard.

 

Benny!

 

27

[image: ]

STARTING FOR HOME                  It’s the 
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station 

wagon!

 

Ha ha! You didn’t hear me make

The next morning, Mr.  this plan with Mr. Long, did you? I made a lot 

Long and his son arrived. of plans up at the store that first day.

 

The little house was 

soon full of people 

rushing around, rolling 

up bedrolls. They 

packed a big lunch. 

There was one more 

thing to take care of                                Now I will look before they left...                                  like Bill McGregor 

for the first time  Mrs. McGregor

in a long time. will like you better 

this way.

Mr. Long and his son began the canoe 

trip back to the store. The Aldens 

went home in the car.

 

On the long drive, Bill 

told them his story.

 

“I sold two                             “Sam hid the money, but then he was killed. I hunted for his tin box, but I could never find it. fine race horses His friends didn’t know where it was, either. for your great 

grandfather. My 

brother Sam told 

me to give him 

the money, and

he could make 

three times “I couldn’t go home, 

as much.                                                            so I went to live in 

the woods.”
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After a long day of driving, 

the family arrived home.

 

It’s my Margaret! 

She has the same 

beautiful blue eyes!

 

Bill!                It’s all right, 

Bill! It’s all 

right!

 

Mrs. McGregor wasn’t the 

only one happy to see them!
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A HAPPY HOME     Bill, how was your                     I didn’t know myself at

[image: ]

brother going to make  first. Later I found out he was 

the money three going to give it to his friends 

times as much? to bet on the horse races.

 

Oh, but he 

might have 

lost it all!

 

“His friends were bad  “They didn’t want me to 

people, I’m afraid. return home, so they told 

me Margaret had died.

 

“After Sam was killed, they  “That’s when I went  came to my house in Maine.  to live alone forever.”  They hunted for the tin box.

 

You can

live right here, 

now, Bill. 

 

I can help                                  Yes, we have

with the horses.                         two, but you will rest a 

Do you still                              long time before doing 

keep horses?                                any work.
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Violet had an idea. Mr. 

Alden could use the                                    Mr. and Mrs. McGregor could live money from the tin box  there in the summer and the children 

to fix up the yellow                                      could visit whenever they wanted. house on Surprise Island.

 

That’s what they did. Soon, the yellow 

house was a happy place again.
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About the Creator

 

Gertrude Chandler Warner was born on April 16, 1890, in Putnam, 

Connecticut.  In 1918, Warner began teaching at Israel Putnam School.  

As a teacher, she discovered that many readers who liked an exciting story 

could not find books that were both easy and fun to read.  She decided to 

try to meet this need.  In 1942, The Boxcar Children was published for 

these readers.

 

Warner drew on her own experience to write The Boxcar Children.  

As a child she spent hours watching trains go by on the tracks near her 

family home.  She often dreamed about what it would be like to live in 

a caboose or freight car—just as the Alden children do.

 

When readers asked for more Alden adventures, Warner began 

additional stories.  While the mystery element is central to each of the 

books, she never thought of them as strictly juvenile mysteries.  

She liked to stress the Aldens’ independence.  Henry, 

[image: ]

Jessie, Violet, and Benny go about most of their 

adventures with as little adult supervision as 

possible—something that delights young 

readers.

 

During her lifetime, Warner received 

hundreds of letters from fans as she continued 

the Aldens’ adventures, writing nineteen 

Boxcar Children books in all.  After her death 

in 1979, her publisher, Albert Whitman and 

Company, carried on Warner’s vision.  Today, 

the Boxcar Children series has more than 

100 books. 
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