(Gertrude]Chandler, Warnerk

CHILDREN“\C _

\.\O

OUSEBOATIMYSTERY,







CHl LD REN e

20 ?

BOOK SIXTEEN

HOUSEBORTEMIISTIER):

Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny Alden are
spending a week on a houseboat! Throughout
the journey, the children have the feeling they
are being watched—and they are. Someone
wants something on their boat, and he’ll stop
at nothing to get it. Can the Boxcar Children
figure out who is out there before its too late?
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On a hot day in July, the four Alden children and their
grandfather took a drive through the country to cool off.

, 3 Soon they saw the river. §
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houseboat. I
haven't seen one A

inyears! &

name is Rivers. Would
you like to see my
houseboat?

= S Il I I didn't name it. Whoever is
_ _ ] renting the boat gets to name it
Y/ Howdidyou N : i

choose the boat's &= anything they like.

| - /i L P
‘ i -' houseboat \ et
O T | I |  trip would be
\ l BN R nice. ¢ ;




Mr. Rivers showed
them around.

1

to be safe.

Here's a fire pail and \ i
a box of sand to put out
fires. The houseboat has
everything you need Al |

.“ 4
A houseboat \
has to be small and in
shipshape. Here are
the beds.
‘\ '. O —y=————— ':_.'_

We'll be
here at ten o'clock
fomorrow.

Here's the
key. Lock up at
night. The windows
lock themselves
when you shut
them.




The Aldens headed home to pack for E#
o their adventure on the houseboat. 74

clothes. We can all just
live in swimsuits.

_— Suddenly, a car
= ——1 whizzed by!

Whew! I
hope we won't
) see them ever
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The next morning, the Aldens returned to

Pole yourself \ the houseboat to begin their adventure.

out in the middle of the
river. It's about eight
feet deep.
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[ "7 Good-bye, Mr.
' Rivers.

= : The Aldens put everything away so = ; I
they could enjoy their adventure. RN [
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This is so 2 1 & y U '
exciting! I 4 j
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After traveling
for some time...

it is. That
must be Second
Landing. &
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TROUBLE BREWING

> Yes
ERAL STo ;
St osligck and I made
' Y 5 sure the boat
Upe” was tied up safely
and the anchor
dropped.
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After paying for
their groceries, the
Aldens headed back
to the houseboat.

I need a box
of salt. Ours rolled
overboard.

Are you the
folks in the Rivers'
houseboat?

That's
right. How did
you guess?

Almost

everyone on the
houseboat forgets
or loses something. They
come in here because
it's the first place
to stop.

On the way to the boat,
Benny noticed the car that
L had nearly drove them of f
the road the day before!
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The houseboat @

seems like home g
already.

M Soon the Aldens were on their way
again. They stopped to swim and ;
relax before settling in for the night. = S
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The next morning...

The boat
is all yours,
Captain.

You
did well, mate. g
Come and see for 1 ;
yourself. ' I|
| i ! l l <. ‘a
‘ G

Well, it
looked okay
to me.
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The Aldens spent
the morning fishing.
They eventually
caught a large bass.

Henry and Violet fed
the seagulls bread.

We'll have
to stop again for
ice and milk. ¢

Pomfret
Landing!
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| The Aldens headed into town.
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| [MAIN STREET
| STORE

Whoever
drives that car
\ always seems to be
in a hurry.

It certainly

[ doesn't belong in a small

town like Pomfret
Landing.

i Another \
mystery for us )
to solvel




After walking
= around town, the §
Aldens decided
to stopata
candy store...
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our milk shakes.
orried.
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When we came down
the street, we saw an enormous
black car going very fast. Do you
know who owns it?

I'm sure
it doesn't belong
in this town.

It's all right.
I'm just..worried about
my boy. He's in some
trouble.

mean to upset
her. I just thought
\ she might know who
\ was driving the
car.
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- The crew continued on their voyage. —
= The next day, the boat was renamed.

I like having
the houseboat named

Grandfather! See

that sign on the bank
of the river?

love auctions,
Grandfather!
Let's stop.




S AUCTION 5| S

The Aldens docked and
locked their boat. Then,
they went to the building

4 where the auction was held.

That little
vase looks like it's
worth a lot.

The auction
is beginning!
The auction is
beginning!

The auction began. The
cheaper things were sold first.

from here. 4

T heard a
lot of people want
to buy that

have to wait

until this old box
of clothes gets |

; sold.

it's behind the
mirror, isn't




People began
to bid on the
box of clothes.

A the boy in the
\ red cap!

=

why he was in such




The vase I'm
selling next is the
best piece here. It's
made of gold, and it has
rubies and emeralds
set init. It's from

| He turned to pick
up the vase, but
it wasn't there!

b NN Y

| The crowd was shocked. It
was a small town, and nothing

had ever been stolen before.

Who could
have done such
a thing?
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K | The auctioneer called

The police took statements |
from everyone at the auction. |~
3 | They wanted any details the

On the way in,
something caught
Benny's eye.
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SOMETHING'S WRONG!
|
g After dinner, the Aldens

o returned to the houseboat.

There was a problem!

Someone has
been herel

——————— = -

But both
doors were locked.

How did someone

'
7/ Quick, look

[/ around and see
R if anything is [

Fortunately,
nothing seemed to |i
have been taken. |

Since nothing
was taken, )
the houseboat
continued on

its journey.




Do you think
the black car has
anything do with all
of this?

e —

1 exactly what
i, I think.

R/
(/

\
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Later that day, Henry and
Benny were looking at the

T ]

nature around them. Suddenly,
something caught their attention.

Look near that \
island, Henry. Take
a picture.




A DISCOVERY [

I think
it'samanina
white shirt. He's
hiding in the

Something
{ whiteis
/ behind that }

g Henry pretended
to take more
pictures of the
bird so they could
), | get pictures of
L0 | the man.

At the next landing, the
Aldens rushed of f to get
the photos developed.

We need to
| tell someone we are
being followed!

Look! There
are two men in
the woods!




Just as they were
back on the river,
a Coast Guard

boat approached.

After showing Captain
Williams around, the Aldens
|| told him about their mystery.

, We think
[{ something mysterious
is going on.

This boat has
so many names, I
wanted to meet £

.- these photos Henry

took. I saw that black ring §
before on the man in
the black car!

Thank you for telling
me all you know. If
you will let me have

one of those pictures,

T'll pass it along to

the police.

Mrs. Young at the
candy shop seemed
\ very worried about
her son.

And one day, we came back
to find the houseboat open.
We think someone has
a key.

I may be able
to explain that. The
last renters were careless \
and left the houseboat key

in the lock. I saw aman /
making a copy
of it.

is worried. Her
| son is the boy in the
red cap from the
auction.

He came
home with a lot
of money and wouldn't
tell her where he
got it.




After the captain left, the
group ate lunch. Then, they
cleaned up the houseboat.

> Henry, will you
take these fish heads

and throw them to
- the gulls? /

il

=

The sand will
always smell fishy.
We have to get some
new sand.

vase from the
auction.




TRAPPED!

Who
knows you found
the vase?

I think two men are
involved and one of
them hid the vase in
the box of old
clothes.

Then they
hired the boy
to buy the box
and give it to
them.

They
had to
hide the vase
somewhere, and
your houseboat
was just the
place.

AN Sy b

The Aldens turned the
houseboat around and made
their way to the auction
landing. Then, they found a
policeman, Captain De Rosa,
and told him the whole story.

Vet =il

»

why the man
¥\ was following

We could trap them. We'll just let
everybody in town know that we are
going to spend the evening on land.
Then, the men will go to the
houseboat and try to get
the vase back.

When they
get aboard, you can

be in the cabin to
k catch them.

So the Aldens
went to dinner
and a movie,
letting everyone
in town know
where they were
| going to spend
the evening.




The trap had been set. Henry, Captain
De Rosa, and a few of his men lay in wait.

moved the \
sandbox. A

you it was
a bad idea to
steal that




Having captured the criminals,
the Aldens revisited their friends
to tell them the good news.

Everybody is
talking about your trip and
how it was spoiled.

wasn't spoiled!
We always have some
excitement. I even
renamed the
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= CREATOR

Gertrude Chandler Warner was born on April 16, 1890, in Putnam,
Connecticut. In 1918, Warner began teaching at Israel Putnam School.
As a teacher, she discovered that many readers who liked an exciting story
could not find books that were both easy and fun to read. She decided to
try to meet this need. In 1942, The Boxcar Children was published for
these readers.

Warner drew on her own experience to write The Boxcar Children.
As a child she spent hours watching trains go by on the tracks near her
family home. She often dreamed about what it would be like to live in
a caboose or freight car—just as the Alden children do.

When readers asked for more Alden adventures, Warner began
additional stories. While the mystery element is central to each of the
books, she never thought of them as strictly juvenile mysteries.

She liked to stress the Aldens’ independence. Henry,
Jessie, Violet, and Benny go about most of their
adventures with as little adult supervision as
possible—something that delights young
readers.

During her lifetime, Warner received
hundreds of letters from fans as she continued
the Aldens’ adventures, writing nineteen
Boxcar Children books in all. After her death
in 1979, her publisher, Albert Whitman and
Company, carried on Warner’s vision. Today,
the Boxcar Children series has more than
100 books.
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