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For all those who already know
the wonders of heaven, but in particular,
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“Papa, what’s heav’n?”
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“Why, heaven is God’s home…the most amazing place we’ll ever get to see.”


[image: ]

“More amazing than Glacier Bay?” Little Cub asked. “Glacier Bay is the best place ever.”



“Yes, Little Cub. Even better than Glacier Bay.”
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“God has great plans for you, Little Cub.”



“For me?”



“For you. Both here, and later, when we get to heaven. God loves us and never wants to be far from us. He’s made a way for us to be with him forever, in heaven.”



“When do we get to see heaven, Papa?”
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“When our life here is over.”



“When we die?”



“Yes, Little Cub, when we die.”


“Will I be old like Grandma when I go to heaven?”



“I hope so, Little Cub. I hope you get to live a long and full life before you see heaven. But some of us get to see it sooner than others.”
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“They do? How come?”



“They get sick or something bad happens. But the good news is that no matter what bad things happen here, nothing bad happens in heaven!”
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“Nothing bad at all?”



“No more tears, no more sadness, no more pain. Only good. Only smiles!”


Little Cub thought on that for a while. “Will we eat in heaven?”



“Will we eat? Will we eat! We’ll have more food than we need! It’ll be the best of all polar bear feasts!”



“Every day?”



“Every single day.”
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“What else will we do in heaven?”



“Worship God and explore the best place we’ve ever seen.”



“Will we get bored of that?”



“I doubt it. Heaven will be a million times better than even this!”
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“Can we take our stuff to heaven?”



“No, we won’t need our stuff there, Little Cub.” He paused and lifted her backpack from her shoulders. “Feel how heavy that is? Doesn’t it feel good to have it off of you?”



Little Cub nodded.
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“Sometimes we think we need stuff, but it’s just more weight for us to carry. Our best stuff doesn’t weigh anything at all—stuff like love,

family,

            friends,

                        and faith.



That’s where our real blessings are.”


“What will God look like, Papa?”



“Hmm…you know what Mama looks like? How she looks like love to us? God will be like that…”



“ ’Cept a hundred times better!”



“Exactly.”
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“Will we be angels?”



“No. Only angels are angels. God made us polar bears for a reason.”



“Shoot. I wanted to fly.”
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Papa laughed. “Me too. But you never know what we’ll get to do in heaven. I bet we’ll think it’s even better than flying.”
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“Will I get to see you in heaven?”



“I think so, Little Cub. I think we’ll see all our loved ones there. It will be like the best family reunion ever.”


“How do we get there, Papa? To heaven, I mean.”



“Hmm…Let’s say this side of the canyon is life here, on earth. And that side over there—where we find the path home—is heaven.
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God knew that our bad choices might keep us from him forever. Might even wash us away! He didn’t want that. He loves us too much.”
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“So he sent his very own Son, Jesus, to be our bridge. All we have to do is walk across it to head toward our forever home.”



Little Cub thought on that. “I like Jesus,” she said.



“So do I, Little Cub. So do I.”
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“Will I have a room in heaven?”



“Oh yes, there will be many rooms in heaven.”



“Will it be as cozy as mine?”



“The coziest ever, Little Cub.”
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“Will I sleep in heaven?” she said with a yawn. It had been a very big day. Papa yawned too and they giggled together.
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“Heaven will be full of all the things we love most,” Papa said. “And right now, sleep sounds heavenly to me.”


Little Cub went to sleep and dreamed of seeing God and his angels, of singing and smiling all day long. Of her best friends and her whole family being with her forever.

Of playing,

           of laughing,

                     of everything good.

And she was glad, so glad, that God had given them all heaven.
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