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OTIS & SYONEY

are the best of friends. This year,

Otis wants to do something special

for Sydney's birthday. So he decides
to throw a surprise party and invite all
their friends. He mails the invitations,
decorates the house, and bakes a cake,
but when things don't go as planned, how
will Otis make sure Sydney has the best
birthday ever?

A sweet and tender tale by the
New York Times #1 bestselling author of If
You Give a Mouse a Cookie, Otis & Sydney and the
Best Birthday Ever introduces young readers

to two lovable bears who understand that

friendship is the only thing needed to

make any day special.
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The illustrations in this book were made

with pen and ink with digital coloring.
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Summa:‘y: Oris plans a surprise parly for his best friend, Sydney,
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In memory of my own Otis and Sydney
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One rainy day, Otis's umbrella broke while

he was waiting for the bus.

Sydney invited

him to share his.

They soon
discovered that they

had a lot in common.




They both enjoyed dressing in silly

costumes, playing tug-of-war, and jumping
on a trampoline.

That’s when Otis and Sydney

became best friends.
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Otis taught Sydney how to play his accordion, and

Sydney taught Otis how to play his harmonica.
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Every year they gave each other a birthday party.

But this year Otis wanted to do something
special. He'd have a surprise party for
Sydney!

I\ Otis would invite all their friends
d\ over. They would hide, and when
Sydney got home, they'd all yell,

“Surprise!” Then they would
do lots of fun things.



Otis mailed the invitations.
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The big day arrived. While Sydney was out,
Otis got ready for the party. He decorated the
house with balloons, baked a birthday cake,
brought costumes down from the attic, and got

out the harmonica and accordion.
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Then he waited for all the guests to arrive.

He waited. And waited. And waited.

“Where is everybody‘?” he worried.
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‘ran behind the couch to hide. Sydney opened the

tront door and turned on the lights. Then Otis
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“I planned a very special party for you,” Otis said.

Sydney smiled. “For me?”

“Yes, a surprise party,” said Otis. “I want you to

have the best birthday ever.”







So they did everything that
Otis _had planned for the party.

Otis and Sydney dressed up
in silly costumes, jumped on the
trampoline, and played a game of

tug—of—war.




Then they played the harmonica and accordion.
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}“{IA )” Sydney his gift. Sydney ripped off the wrapping
3 paper and opened the box. Inside was a bow tie.
-

Sydney put it on. “Thank you, Otis!” he said.
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Then Otis brought out a big chocolate cake.



Sydney blew out the candles. Otis

cut the cake into two pieces.




‘ ”Why is there so much cake?” Sydney asked.

“Well . . . [ invited all our friends to the party,

but no one came,” Otis said.
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“What happened?” Sydney asked.

“I got the date wrong on the invitations.
I wanted this to be the best birthday ever,”
Otis said sadly, “but instead I ruined it.”
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Bt this was the best birthday ever,” Sydney said.

“Really?” asked Otis.

“Absolutely,” said Sydney. “I got to spend it with you.”




Otis smiled.

Sydney smiled, too.




It was the best birthday ever.
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