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					Water heats in a boiler 

					until it makes steam.
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					Factory machines 

					kept chugging this way,
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					Watt took the cooled steam 

					(turned to water by then)
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					to draw sound vibrations 
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					A movable rudder
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					was added to help

					the brothers to steer.
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					This Web thing would have

					no bosses or leaders.

					Its contributors would be

					its viewers, or readers.

				

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					A man who is really

					no big-deal celeb

					had a vision for something

					called the World Wide Web.

				

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					Tim Berners-Lee

					(now read my lips)

					put the knowledge 

					of the world

					at your fingertips!

				

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					Users added content

					as they went along.

					The Web was soon up 

					and it was going strong:

					politics, facts, personal blogs,

					home videos of kittens and dogs. 
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					And speaking of tips,

					I have one for you.

					With a dream and a plan,

					YOU can make gizmos, too.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					And if stumped for ideas,

					please don’t forget that

					you can put on my red-and-white

					Cat’s Thinking Hat! 
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					Iodine crystals: A chemical from the ocean from which the moisture has dried. 

					Memory: Where information is stored in a computer.

					Mercury: A toxic chemical element, also known as quicksilver.

					Output: Information that comes out of a computer.

					Piston: A cylinder that fits in a tube, where it moves to create power.

					Process: When a computer follows steps that have been written for it. 

					Stock: A ready supply.

					Transmit: To send information by electrical signal.

					Vibrations: Quivering or shaking motions.

				

			

			
				
					GLOSSARY

					Adjust: To prepare or get ready.

					Content: Subjects or topics covered.

					Contributors: Persons or things that give or add something.

					Cylinder: A geometric shape with two circular flat ends.

					Deflect: To change direction.

					Electromagnet: A magnet powered by electrical current.

					Fibers: The plant thread from which cloth is woven.

					Fumes: Vapor, gas, or smoke.

					Impaired: Flawed or damaged.

					Input: The information fed into a computer.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Thomas Edison: A Brilliant Inventor by the editors of TIME for Kids (HarperCollins, TIME for Kids Biographies). This NSTA-CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book is a great introduction to the famous inventor. For ages 6–10.

					What Color Is My World? The Lost History of African-American Inventors by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Raymond Obstfeld, illustrated by Ben Boos and A. G. Ford (Candlewick). A story about a brother and sister exploring their new home and learning how many of the things in it were invented by African-Americans. For ages 8–12.

				

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Ingenious Inventions by Women by Catherine Thinmesh, illustrated by Melissa Sweet (HMH Books for Young Readers). An award-winning look at over fifty inventors, with illustrations done in vibrant collage. For ages 8–12.

					So You Want to Be an Inventor? by Judith St. George, illustrated by David Small (Philomel). A fun, fact-filled picture book sure to inspire budding inventors! For ages 7 and up.

				

			

		

		
			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

		

		
			
				
					Thomas Edison: A Brilliant Inventor by the editors of TIME for Kids (HarperCollins, TIME for Kids Biographies). This NSTA-CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book is a great introduction to the famous inventor. For ages 6–10.

					What Color Is My World? The Lost History of African-American Inventors by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Raymond Obstfeld, illustrated by Ben Boos and A. G. Ford (Candlewick). A story about a brother and sister exploring their new home and learning how many of the things in it were invented by African-Americans. For ages 8–12.

				

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Ingenious Inventions by Women by Catherine Thinmesh, illustrated by Melissa Sweet (HMH Books for Young Readers). An award-winning look at over fifty inventors, with illustrations done in vibrant collage. For ages 8–12.

					So You Want to Be an Inventor? by Judith St. George, illustrated by David Small (Philomel). A fun, fact-filled picture book sure to inspire budding inventors! For ages 7 and up.

				

			

			
				
					Iodine crystals: A chemical from the ocean from which the moisture has dried. 

					Memory: Where information is stored in a computer.

					Mercury: A toxic chemical element, also known as quicksilver.

					Output: Information that comes out of a computer.

					Piston: A cylinder that fits in a tube, where it moves to create power.

					Process: When a computer follows steps that have been written for it. 

					Stock: A ready supply.

					Transmit: To send information by electrical signal.

					Vibrations: Quivering or shaking motions.

				

			

			
				
					GLOSSARY

					Adjust: To prepare or get ready.

					Content: Subjects or topics covered.

					Contributors: Persons or things that give or add something.

					Cylinder: A geometric shape with two circular flat ends.

					Deflect: To change direction.

					Electromagnet: A magnet powered by electrical current.

					Fibers: The plant thread from which cloth is woven.

					Fumes: Vapor, gas, or smoke.

					Impaired: Flawed or damaged.

					Input: The information fed into a computer.

				

			

		

		
		
			
				 

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Oh Say Can You Say DI-NO-SAUR?

					Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today?

					Oh Say Can You Seed?

					Oh, the Pets You Can Get!

					Oh, the Things They Invented!

					Oh, the Things You Can Do That Are Good for You!

					On Beyond Bugs!

					Once upon a Mastodon

					One Cent, Two Cents, Old Cent, New Cent

					One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote, You Vote

					Out of Sight Till Tonight!

					Safari, So Good!

					There’s a Map on My Lap!

					There’s No Place Like Space!

					A Whale of a Tale!

					What Cat Is That?

					Who Hatches the Egg?

					Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry?

					Wish for a Fish

					Would You Rather Be a Pollywog?

				

			

			
				
					The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library®

					Can You See a Chimpanzee?

					Clam-I-Am!

					Cows Can Moo! Can You?

					Fine Feathered Friends

					A Great Day for Pup

					Hark! A Shark!

					High? Low? Where Did It Go?

					Hurray for Today!

					I Can Name 50 Trees Today!

					Ice Is Nice!

					If I Ran the Dog Show

					If I Ran the Horse Show

					If I Ran the Rain Forest

					Inside Your Outside!

					Is a Camel a Mammal?

					Miles and Miles of Reptiles

					My, Oh My—a Butterfly!
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								There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

									—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

									Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

									The Ohio State University
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