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						that vary in size.
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					The gorilla’s the largest.
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					raise their babies alone.
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					Most prosimians spend

					their lives up in the trees.

				

			

			
				
					Small lemurs climb trees
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					they almost touch its toes.
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					The yellow bananas are ripe.

					The green ones? Not yet.
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					Now I see two more.

					They’re standing right here.

					Have you seen them before?

				

			

			
				
					Here’s a fact about primates

					that’s amazing but true—

					people are primates!

					So you’re primates too!
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					GLOSSARY

					Arboreal: Living in or traveling in trees.

					Bamboo: A woody, hollow-stemmed, tree-like grass in the tropics or subtropics.

					Brachiating: Moving from place to place by swinging from one arm to the other. 

					Groom: To make something tidy.

					Knuckles: The rounded joints where you bend your fingers.

					Madagascar: An island off the coast of Africa where lemurs live.

				

			

			
				
					Mammals: Warm-blooded animals that give birth to live young.

					Nutmeat: The kernel, or inside part, of a nut, which can usually be eaten.

					Prehensile: Adapted for grasping things.

					Proboscis: A long, flexible nose.

					Pygmy: Something that is very small. 

					Sac: A small bag-like structure.

					Vary: To take different forms, such as the many types of primates.

				

			

		

		
			


			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Face to Face with Gorillas by Michael “Nick” Nichols and Elizabeth Carney (National Geographic Children’s Books, Face to Face with Animals). Get close to gorillas and learn why their habitats need to be saved. For ages 6–9. 

					Gorilla, Monkey & Ape by Ian Redmond (DK Publishing, Eyewitness Books). A detailed guide to the lives of the great apes, monkeys, and other primates. For ages 8 and up.

				

			

			
				
					Gorillas: Gentle Giants of the Forest by Joyce Milton, illustrated by Bryn Barnard (Random House Books for Young Readers, Step into Reading). A nonfiction reader packed with amazing gorilla facts. For ages 5–8.

					The Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life with the Chimps by Jeanette Winter (Schwartz & Wade). Follow Jane Goodall on her worldwide crusade to save chimpanzees. For ages 4–8.
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					Clam-I-Am!

					Cows Can Moo! Can You?

					Fine Feathered Friends
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					I Can Name 50 Trees Today!
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					My, Oh My—a Butterfly!
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					Oh, the Pets You Can Get!
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							There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

								—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

								Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

								The Ohio State University

							Learn to Read. Read to Learn.
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