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					Hello! I’m the Fish.

					To the beach let us go!

					The Fish Channel asked me

					to star in a show.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					It is called Fish and Friends .

					You can be in it, too.

					Your mother will not

					mind at all if you do.
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					Today on our show

					we are off to explore

					where the sea meets the sand

					at the edge of the shore.

				

			

			
				
					Here where the waves crash

					in bubbles of foam,

					you’ll meet lots of creatures

					who call the beach home.
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					Meet my friend Clam-I-Am!

					She would like to say, “Hi.”

					She lives in the sand.

					She’s a little bit shy.

				

			

			
				
					Clam-I-Am has two shells.

					They have rings, you see here.

					Rings show how much 

					she has grown every year.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					See this hole in the sand?

					Well, Thing One and I know

					it means there’s a clam

					in the sand down below.

				

			

			
				
					A clam has one foot that

					helps it move about.

					Clams pull salt water in

					and spit salt water out!
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					Hello, horseshoe crab!

					How did he get his name?

					His shell and a horseshoe

					are both shaped the same.

				

			

			
				
					His shell shields his body

					from any attack.

					His eyes are in front.

					His tail is in back.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					He has four eyes

					but can’t see very well.

					To find food, he is helped

					by his keen sense of smell.

				

			

			
				
					They are not really crabs!

					Every crab has an-TEN-nee.

					Look closely, you’ll see

					horseshoe “crabs” don’t have any!
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					Hermit crabs don’t have shells,

					so they look till they find

					empty shells on the sand

					that have been left behind.

				

			

			
				
					Then they drag these new shells

					everywhere that they go.

					When the shells get too tight,

					they need more room to grow.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					So each crab starts to hunt

					for a new shell to use.

					There are lots to be found.

					It is easy to choose!
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					My next guest is a sea star!

					He told me today

					that each of his five legs

					is known as a ray.

				

			

			
				
					If a sea star gets hurt

					and it loses a ray,

					a new ray begins

					to grow back right away.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Sea stars are quite slow

					when they move around.

					Tiny cups on their feet

					hold them on to the ground.

				

			

			
				
					These creatures are mollusks.

					Most have a hard shell.

					Shells protect their soft bodies—

					and do it quite well.
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					Seaweed doesn’t have roots.

					It grabs rocks, then holds tight.

					Some seaweed grows up,

					where it gets the sun’s light.

				

			

			
				
					Some seaweed you’ll find

					grows a lot deeper down.

					Seaweed can be green,

					purple, red, pink, or brown.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					
						
							 

						

						
							
								When you pick seaweed up,

								you’ll find creatures like these.

								They’re sand hoppers, which 

								are also known as sand fleas.
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					Seagulls fly near the ocean.

					Their cries fill the air.

					If you’re eating your lunch, 

					they are hoping you’ll share.

				

			

			
				
					We learned this about seagulls.

					Would you ever think it?

					Seawater is salty,

					but seagulls can drink it!

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					They’re not fussy eaters.

					They think it’s a treat

					if they find some dead fish

					or some garbage to eat. 

				

			

			
				
					Sandpipers run with

					the waves at low tide.

					They search with their bills

					to find worms where they hide.
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						Spend time on the beach

						and you’ll see right away

						the ocean has high and

						low tides every day.

				

			

			
				
					 Tides are caused by the

					sun and the moon, and I know

					their forces pull the oceans

					and make the tides flow.

				

			

			
				
						At low tide 	the water pulls

						back from 	the shore.
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					Some shells travel miles

					and miles without breaking. 
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					You might be surprised 
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								When we go to the beach,

								we make sure that we take

								 some old sneakers,  a pail,
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					without any socks

					so our feet won’t get cut
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					A net lets us scoop things 
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					The next part of my show

					I call “Go Ask the Fish.”

					I will answer three questions.
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					Ocean water is clear,

					it just LOOKS blue. Here’s why—
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					on a dark, cloudy day,

					it shines back the clouds,
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						and head toward the land.
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					Next, it’s “Shop with the Fish”!

					We have gifts from the sea!

					You can order today,

					and the gifts are all free!

				

			

			
				
					We have pieces of sea glass.

					The sun makes them glow!
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					that broke long ago.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					They were tossed by the waves.

					Over time, they were ground

						by the salt and the sand

						till the edges were round.

				

			

			
				
					I’ve got lots of sea glass

					and most of it’s green.

					This piece is the prettiest

					I’ve ever seen.
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					We have beautiful driftwood,

					and here’s the best part—
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					real pieces of art!

				

			

			
				
					Tossed by the wind 

					and the waves every day,

					it was bleached by the sun
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					To make this wind chime, 

					I took lots of shells 
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					They jingle like bells. 
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					Please join us next time
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					Come back to the beach.

					You will smell the salt air, 
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					You will find a seashell 

					to hold in your hand, 
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					dig your toes in the sand. 

				

			

			
				
					Everywhere that you look
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					When you look even closer,

					you’ll find . . .
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					GLOSSARY

					Antennae: A pair of long feelers used to sense touch and smells.

					Barnacle: A tiny animal with a hard shell that attaches itself to rocks and other objects.

					Bleached: Removed of color; lightened; whitened.

					Jellyfish: A sea animal with a body that is soft like jelly, is shaped like an umbrella, and has tentacles to sting its prey.

				

			

			
				
					Keen: Sharp in sensing.

					Mollusk: An animal with a soft body and no backbone.

					Sand flea: A small hopping animal related to shrimp that lives in dry seaweed on the beach.

					Sculpture: A molded or carved work of art.

					Shield: To defend or protect.

					Tentacles: Long, thin body parts used to feel, grasp, or sting.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Follow the Water from Brook to Ocean by Arthur Dorros (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science®, Stage 2). Learn where water comes from, how it gets to the ocean, and what happens to it after that. For kindergarten and up.

					High Tide for Horseshoe Crabs by Lisa Kahn Schnell, illustrated by Alan Marks (Charlesbridge). An excellent introduction to horseshoe crabs and their annual spawning in Delaware Bay. For preschool–grade 2.

				

			

			
				
					On My Beach There Are Many Pebbles by Leo Lionni (HarperCollins). A simple story with wonderful illustrations showing the countless pebbles waiting to be discovered. For preschool and up.

					Seashore , with photos by Steve Parker (Dorling Kindersley, Eyewitness Books). Incredible photographs show all varieties of life found on the beach. For grades 4 and up.

					What Makes an Ocean Wave? Questions and Answers About Oceans and Ocean Life by Melvin and Gilda Berger, illustrated by John Rice (Scholastic). All about oceans and ocean life. For grades 3 and up.

				

			

		

		
			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

		

		
			
				
					GLOSSARY

					Antennae: A pair of long feelers used to sense touch and smells.

					Barnacle: A tiny animal with a hard shell that attaches itself to rocks and other objects.

					Bleached: Removed of color; lightened; whitened.

					Jellyfish: A sea animal with a body that is soft like jelly, is shaped like an umbrella, and has tentacles to sting its prey.

				

			

			
				
					Keen: Sharp in sensing.

					Mollusk: An animal with a soft body and no backbone.

					Sand flea: A small hopping animal related to shrimp that lives in dry seaweed on the beach.

					Sculpture: A molded or carved work of art.

					Shield: To defend or protect.

					Tentacles: Long, thin body parts used to feel, grasp, or sting.

				

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Follow the Water from Brook to Ocean by Arthur Dorros (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science®, Stage 2). Learn where water comes from, how it gets to the ocean, and what happens to it after that. For kindergarten and up.

					High Tide for Horseshoe Crabs by Lisa Kahn Schnell, illustrated by Alan Marks (Charlesbridge). An excellent introduction to horseshoe crabs and their annual spawning in Delaware Bay. For preschool–grade 2.

				

			

			
				
					On My Beach There Are Many Pebbles by Leo Lionni (HarperCollins). A simple story with wonderful illustrations showing the countless pebbles waiting to be discovered. For preschool and up.

					Seashore , with photos by Steve Parker (Dorling Kindersley, Eyewitness Books). Incredible photographs show all varieties of life found on the beach. For grades 4 and up.

					What Makes an Ocean Wave? Questions and Answers About Oceans and Ocean Life by Melvin and Gilda Berger, illustrated by John Rice (Scholastic). All about oceans and ocean life. For grades 3 and up.

				

			

		

		
		
			
				 

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library®

					Can You See a Chimpanzee?

					Clam-I-Am!

					Cows Can Moo! Can You?

					Fine Feathered Friends

					A Great Day for Pup

					Hark! A Shark!

					High? Low? Where Did It Go?

					Hurray for Today!

					I Can Name 50 Trees Today!

					Ice Is Nice!

					If I Ran the Dog Show

					If I Ran the Horse Show

					If I Ran the Rain Forest

					Inside Your Outside!

					Is a Camel a Mammal?

					Miles and Miles of Reptiles

					My, Oh My—a Butterfly!

				

			

			
				
					Oh Say Can You Say DI-NO-SAUR?

					Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today?

					Oh Say Can You Seed?

					Oh, the Pets You Can Get!

					Oh, the Things They Invented!

					Oh, the Things You Can Do That Are Good for You!

					On Beyond Bugs!

					Once upon a Mastodon

					One Cent, Two Cents, Old Cent, New Cent

					One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote, You Vote

					Out of Sight Till Tonight!

					Safari, So Good!

					There’s a Map on My Lap!

					There’s No Place Like Space!

					A Whale of a Tale!

					What Cat Is That?

					Who Hatches the Egg?

					Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry?

					Wish for a Fish

					Would You Rather Be a Pollywog?
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								There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

									—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

									Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

									The Ohio State University

								Learn to Read. Read to Learn.

							

						

					

				

			

			
				
					
						
							 

						

						
							
								RANDOM HOUSE Seussville.com

								rhcbooks.com pbskids.org/catinthehat
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