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					I’m the Cat in the Hat!

					And today we will go

					to my Super-Tremendous
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					But I warn you, I might

					get a little bit sappy.

					When it comes to horses,

					I get really happy!
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					Horses and people

					have long worked as one.

					They’ve formed a strong bond,

					when all’s said and done.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Horses were hunted 

					by cavemen as prey. 

				

			

			
				
					Farmers learned later 

					to make them obey. 
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					A filly’s a female

					who is less than four.

					A mare is a female

					who’s four years or more.

				

			

			
				
					A foal is a horse who

					is less than one year.

					A yearling (surprise!)

					is a year—is that clear?

				

			

			
				
					All horses are treated 

					(you will find this fact fun) 

					as if they were born 

					on January one.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					Gelding is the word 

					that people use for 

					a male who can’t 

					make foals anymore.

				

			

			
				
					A dam is a horse

					who is also a mama.

					A sire is a stallion, 

					a horse’s papa.

				

			

			
				
					A colt is a male horse

					who is less than four.

					A stallion’s a male

					who’s four years or more.
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					Now take a deep breath

					and go on with the rest.

					Neck, jaw, and chin groove,

					forehead and foretop,

					nostril and muzzle—

					is it time to stop?

				

			

			
				
					The top of the tail is

					what we call the dock.

					Then haunch and stifle

					and gaskin and hock.

					Hip, loins, back, flank,

					withers, poll, crest.

				

			

			
				
					Before we go on,

					it is good, I suppose,

					to look at a horse

					from its tail to its nose.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					Hoof, coronet, pastern,

					knee and fetlock,

					elbow and cannon,

					then back to the hock!

				

			

			
				
					No! Our look at the horse

					can’t be rated complete

					until we have looked at

					the legs and the feet.
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					as with all those that are prey,

					see predators coming

					from far, far away.

				

			

			
				
					Eyes set on the side,

				

			

			
				
					Nerves under horsehide

					can feel a fly creeping. 

					A tail fends off flies 

					by swatting and sweeping.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Most horses we ride—

					this will not be big news—

					have hooves that are guarded

					by strong iron shoes.

				

			

			
				
					Legs made for running

					help horses to hie.

					Flat hooves keep them steady

					on wet turf or dry. 
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					Horse hooves, like your nails, 

					are made up of stuff

					that doesn’t have feeling.

					Oh, hoof stuff is tough!

				

			

			
				
					A farrier trims 

					horses’ hooves with a file. 

					Horses should have this done

					every once in a while.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					He heats up horseshoes 

					until they are hot,

					then nails them on tight.

					Does it hurt? It does not!
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					we call these steps gaits.

				

			

			
				
					Standardbred horses

					can move at a pace,

					a fast gait they use

					when they run in a race.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					The Icelandic pony

					has what’s called a tolt,

					a swift gait that’s smooth,

					with nary a jolt. 

				

			

			
				
					Both Standard and Icy, 

					these two that you see,

					are what we call breeds.

					What are breeds? you ask me.

				

			

			
				
					They are horses who mix

					with similar mates

					and give birth to foals

					who have the same traits.
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					This breed is a Clydesdale.

					It’s bred to be big.

					The Falabella is as small

					as a six-month-old pig.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					The Clydesdale, we know,

					measures eighteen hands high.

					The Falabella is seven.

					What a cute little guy!

				

			

			
				
					A hand is four inches.

					It equals the span

					of a hand that belongs

					to a fully grown man.

				

			

			
				
					We start from the ground

					and then measure till we

					get up to the withers—

					no higher. You see?
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					Quarter horse is a breed

					that started out West.

					It’s easy to handle and

					herds cows the best.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Appaloosas are horses

					that are covered with spots.

					Native Americans liked

					this spotted breed lots.
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					In the sandy Sahara 

					the Arabian’s a prize. 

					It has grace and speed

					and a delicate size.

				

			

			
				
					It can do with less water

					in dry desert lands

					and runs without sinking

					deep into desert sands.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Arabians now live

					the whole world round.

					Where there are horse lovers,

					this breed can be found.

				

			

			
				
					With large eyes and nostrils

					and a dainty muzzle,

					it’s easy to handle

					and happy to nuzzle.
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					The Fjord (FEE-ord), from Norway,

					can deal with rough weather.

					They say it is stronger 

					than good, tough shoe leather.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Australian stock horses—

					sometimes called Walers—

					came Down Under with British

					settlers and sailors.
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					Connemara ponies go 

					on great riding tours

					of Ireland’s fair marshes

					and its rolling moors.

				

			

			
				
					These hunters and jumpers—

					so the story goes—

					swam from Spanish shipwrecks.

					But who really knows!

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Answer this question

					and you’ll win a prize.

					Is being a pony

					a matter of size?

				

			

			
				
					A grown horse that’s less

					than fourteen hands, two 

					you say is a pony.

					The prize goes to you!
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					The Lipizzan horse 

					from the Spanish Riding School

					can dance and prance nimbly—

					so elegant and cool!

				

			

			
				
					A Lipizzan’s proud,

					with a beautiful mane,

					crossbred from Arabians

					and horses from Spain.

				

			

			
				
					The school is in Austria

					and has won worldwide fame.

					Its half-Spanish horses

					inspired the school’s name.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					The Morgan is smart

					and learns quickly how

					to pull rigs, plow the fields,

					run a race, herd a cow.
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					Thoroughbred is a horse

					born and bred for the track.

					It carries a jockey

					upon its sleek back.

				

			

			
				
					It runs in big races

					of worldwide renown

					like the Ascot, the Epsom,

					and the Triple Crown.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					Mustangs roam wild

					on the wide-open plains.

					They’ve never known saddles

					or the feel of the reins.
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					Bit, reins, and saddle

					are what we call tack.

					Reins and bit on the head,

					saddle over the back.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					There are western saddles

					and the English kind.

					The difference between them

					let us bear in mind.
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					for the cowboy’s long haul.

				

			

			
				
					English is for hunting and

					jumping and all.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					On English, we post

					and we must learn the knack

					of rising up off of

					the trotting horse back.

				

			

			
				
					We stick to the western

					and we do not rise.

					Either English or western

					is great exercise!
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					GLOSSARY

					Down Under: A term used for Australia, which is“down under” the equator.

					Farrier: A person trained to put shoes on horses.

					Hie: To go quickly.

					Inspired: Filled with the spirit to do something.

					Jockey: A person who rides a racehorse.

					Knack: A special ability.

				

			

			
				
					Moor: Grassy, wind-swept land with few trees.

					Nary a: Another way of saying “not one.”

					Nimbly: Lightly and quickly.

					Post: To rise and fall with the movement of a trotting horse.

					Predator: A hunter.

					Prey: An animal that is hunted.

					Trait: An inherited quality.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses by Paul Goble (Richard Jackson Books). A Caldecott Award–winning folktale about a Native American girl’s love of horses. For ages 4–8.

					Horse by Juliet Clutton-Brock (DK Publishing, DK Eyewitness Books). All about horses—their history, anatomy, and breeds and the many different jobs they do. For grades 3 and up.

					Horse Heroes: True Stories of Amazing Horses by Kate Petty (DK Publishing, DK Readers, Level 4). Famous horses throughout history. For grades 3–5.

				

			

			
				
					Horse Song: The Naadam of Mongolia by Ted and Betsy Lewin (Lee & Low Books, Adventures Around the World). The story of a young boy who rides his horse for the first time in Naadam, the Mongolian summer festival. For grades 2–5.

					Horses by Seymour Simon (HarperCollins). An NSTA-CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book for Children, containing full-color maps, photographs, and diagrams of horses. For kindergarten and up. 

					Judy Richter’s Riding for Kids (Storey Publishing). An introduction to horsemanship by a highly regarded instructor. For ages 9–12.
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					Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today?

					Oh Say Can You Seed?

					Oh, the Pets You Can Get!

					Oh, the Things They Invented!

					Oh, the Things You Can Do That Are Good for You!

					On Beyond Bugs!

					Once upon a Mastodon

					One Cent, Two Cents, Old Cent, New Cent
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								There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

									—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

									Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

									The Ohio State University
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