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					A tiny black leg

					begins to poke through.

					Within seconds, another

					leg pops into view.

				

			

			
				
					For almost ten days 
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					Then one day 
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					Nectar: A sweet liquid found in many flowers. 

					Nutritious: Providing food necessary for life and growth.

					Oyamel: A type of fir tree that grows in the Mexican forests that are the winter home of the monarch butterflies. 

					Proboscis: A tube-shaped mouth part used for sucking food or drink. 

					Protein: A substance found in all living things that is necessary to build and sustain them. Eggs, meat, fish, and beans are good sources of protein.

				

			

			
				
					GLOSSARY

					Antennae: A pair of long feelers on the head, used to smell and to sense touch.

					Chrysalis: A shell that surrounds a grown caterpillar while it changes into a butterfly. 

					Cocoon: A silky covering that a caterpillar builds around itself before it changes into a moth. 

					Foe: One who is unfriendly and ready to do harm to another.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					From Caterpillar to Butterfly by Deborah Heiligman, illustrated by Bari Weissman (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science®, Stage 1). A classroom of children observe a caterpillar in a jar as the caterpillar grows and changes into a colorful butterfly called a painted lady. For preschoolers and up.

					How to Raise Monarch Butterflies: A Step-by-Step Guide for Kids by Carol Pasternak (Firefly Books). Clear, kid-friendly text and full-color photographs explain the steps necessary to raise monarchs from eggs to adult butterflies. For ages 6 and up.

				

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Butterflies and Moths by Paul A. Opler, illustrated by Amy Bartlett Wright (Houghton Mifflin, Peterson First Guides). A simple field guide for beginning naturalists. Includes the most common butterflies and moths in North America. For grades 5 and up.

					Butterfly Eyes and Other Secrets of the Meadow by Joyce Sidman, illustrated by Beth Krommes (Houghton Mifflin Books for Young Readers). This beautifully illustrated picture book combines poetry, riddles, and factual information as it looks at life in a meadow. For ages 7 and up.
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					Nectar: A sweet liquid found in many flowers. 

					Nutritious: Providing food necessary for life and growth.

					Oyamel: A type of fir tree that grows in the Mexican forests that are the winter home of the monarch butterflies. 

					Proboscis: A tube-shaped mouth part used for sucking food or drink. 

					Protein: A substance found in all living things that is necessary to build and sustain them. Eggs, meat, fish, and beans are good sources of protein.

				

			

			
				
					GLOSSARY

					Antennae: A pair of long feelers on the head, used to smell and to sense touch.

					Chrysalis: A shell that surrounds a grown caterpillar while it changes into a butterfly. 

					Cocoon: A silky covering that a caterpillar builds

					around itself before it changes into a moth. 

					Foe: One who is unfriendly and ready to do harm to another.
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					Oh Say Can You Seed?

					Oh, the Pets You Can Get!

					Oh, the Things They Invented!

					Oh, the Things You Can Do That Are Good for You!

					On Beyond Bugs!

					Once upon a Mastodon
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					Miles and Miles of Reptiles

					My, Oh My—a Butterfly!
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		        There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

		        	—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

		        	Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

		        	The Ohio State University
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