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					and their smaller relations,
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					Land mammals have bodies 

					all covered with hairs.
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					spare hairs on theirs.
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					But toothed or baleen,
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					That’s all that they do.
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					and keep them quite near.
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					a nurse dolphin is there
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					in the winter, they breed.
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					Some scientists tag whales

					with sensors or plates 

					to study their habits, their 

					lives, and their traits.

				

			

			
				 

			

		

		
			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

		

		
			
				
					I bet you are thinking—

					hey, what about whales?

					The biggest comes last.

					(Oh, that trick never fails!)

				

			

			
				
					Whales, as a rule,

					like to stay on the move,

					as all of our studies

					can easily prove.

				

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					Some scientists tag whales

					with sensors or plates 

					to study their habits, their 

					lives, and their traits.

				

			

			
				 

			

			
				
					In tropical seas

					in the winter, they breed.

					In the summer, they swim 

					toward the poles to feed.

				

			

			
				 

			

		

		
		
			
				 

			

			
				
					The sperm whale can dive
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					GLOSSARY

					Cetaceans: Water mammals of the order Cetacea, including dolphins, porpoises, and whales, that share common features like nearly hairless bodies; flat, (usually) notched tails; and arm-like front flippers.

					Communicate: To share or spread information.

				

			

			
				
					Mammals: Warm-blooded animals, living either on the land or in the sea, with backbones, hair on their bodies, and the ability to make milk to feed their young.

					Sensors: Devices that can read a signal.

					Straining: Passing through a net or filter to separate solids from liquids.

					Traits: The details or qualities that make a living thing different from other living things.

					Vibrate: To move back and forth at a very rapid rate.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					FOR FURTHER READING

					Do Whales Have Belly Buttons? Questions and Answers About Whales and Dolphins by Melvin Berger and Gilda Berger, illustrated by Higgins Bond (Scholastic). Easy-to-read questions and answers about cetaceans. For ages 4 and up.

					Dolphins! by Sharon Bokoske and Margaret Davidson, illustrated by Richard Courtney (Random House, Step into Reading, Step 3). This easy reader features fascinating facts about dolphin anatomy, social groups, and intelligence. For ages 4 and up.

				

			

			
				
					Dolphins by Seymour Simon (HarperCollins, Smithsonian). A noted science writer looks at dolphins and porpoises in this picture book illustrated with full-page photographs. For ages 5 and up.

					Great Migrations: Whales by Laura Marsh (National Geographic Kids, National Geographic Readers, Level 3). All about the amazing migrations undertaken by sperm whales. Illustrated with photographs. For ages 7 and up.
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								There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

									—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

									Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

									The Ohio State University
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