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					Some see well in dim light. 
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					It can hear tasty bugs 
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					Kiwi birds in New Zealand 

					can’t see very well.
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					Its nostrils are down 

					at the end of its beak. 

					It must sniff to find food,
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					Bats are not blind, 

					but some have poor eyesight. 

					So they make high-pitched squeaks

					when they’re flying at night.

				

			

		

		
			


			
				
					The squeaks bounce off objects,

					then back to the ear. 

					From the sound of the echo,

					bats know what is near.
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					It’s a form of detection
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					With eyes big and round
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					Some bats, lizards, and snakes 

					have no cones, so they 
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					They see just black and gray. 
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					Raccoons scavenge at night

					to avoid enemies. 

					Their human-like hands
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					As the moon starts to glow, 

					if you listen with me,

					soon you will hear 
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					The night’s full of noises. 

					Wolves start to howl
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					to say, “I am here!”

					He hopes that a female 

					will hear he is near.
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					Most toads need to stay damp,

					which is one reason why

					they avoid the sunlight.

					If they dry out, they die.

				

			

			
				
					Toads mate at night

					by the light of the moon,

					when each male toad sings

					his own special tune.

				

			

			
				
					He sits through the night 

					and keeps singing his song, 

					hoping a female toad . . .

				

			

		

		
			


			
				
					. . . will come hopping along!

				

			

		

		
			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

			
				
				 

				

		

		
			
				
					Most toads need to stay damp,

					which is one reason why

					they avoid the sunlight.

					If they dry out, they die.

				

			

			
				
					Toads mate at night

					by the light of the moon,

					when each male toad sings

					his own special tune.

				

			

			
				
					He sits through the night 

					and keeps singing his song, 

					hoping a female toad . . .

				

			

			
				
					. . . will come hopping along!

				

			

		

		
		
			 

			
				
					In the desert, some animals 
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					At night they’re hungry 

					and ready to eat.
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					At night in the desert,

					a sidewinder sits. 

					Its body has heat-sensitive 

					organs called pits.
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					And that’s how this snake

					can find something to eat!
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					to attract mates at night. 
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					their babies from sight.

				

			

			
				
					Baby raccoons are called kits.

					When they’re born, they can’t see. 

					Their mother hides them 

					in a hole in a tree.

				

			

		

		
			


			
				
					A red fox keeps her pups

					hidden safe in their den. 

					If she senses danger, she’ll move them—

					then move them again. 
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					Now dawn is breaking. 

					The night has gone by. 

					The sun starts to rise. 

					The moon fades from the sky.

				

			

			
				
					In a hole in a tree, 

					in a cave, den, or nest,
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					are now going to rest.
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					They’ve spent the night prowling. 
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					GLOSSARY

					Adapt: To adjust to different conditions.

					Color-blind: Unable to see one or more colors.

					Cone: A cell in the eye that is sensitive to color and bright light. 

					Den: The home or shelter of a wild animal.

					Detection: Finding information.

					Diurnal: Active by day.

					Echolocation: Locating objects by making a sound that bounces off them.

					Eye shine: The reflected glow in the eyes of some animals in darkness. 

				

			

			
				
					Mammal: A warm-blooded animal, living on the land or in the sea, with a backbone, hair on its body, and the ability to make milk to feed its young.

					Nocturnal: Active by night.

					Organs: Groupings of cells and tissues that perform specialized tasks in an animal.

					Rod: A cell in the eye that is sensitive to light but not to color.

					Shrew: A small mouse-like, long-snouted mammal.
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					The Bat Scientists by Mary Kay Carson, photographed by Tom Uhlman (HMH Books for Young Readers, Scientists in the Field). Follow a team of scientists from Bat Conservation International as they study these amazing—and often misunderstood—animals. For ages 10 and up.

					Dark Emperor & Other Poems of the Night by Joyce Sidman, illustrated by Rick Allen (HMH Books for Young Readers). This Newbery Honor–winning picture book combines poems about nocturnal life in a forest with nonfiction passages about the animals in the poems. An NSTA-CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book. For grades 1–4.
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					Owls by Laura Marsh (National Geographic Readers, Level 1). A photo-illustrated introduction to owls, written for children just starting to read. For ages 4–6. 

					Where Are the Night Animals? by Mary Ann Fraser (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-and-Find-Out Science, Stage 1). This NSTA-CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book introduces a variety of nocturnal animals and their special adaptations. For ages 4–8.
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							There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

								—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

								Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

								The Ohio State University
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