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					So please climb on board
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					They have fins and fish tails.

					And most fish have bodies

					all covered with scales.
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					The slime keeps out germs—

					at least, most of the time.
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					we only have time now 
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					Before we go deeper,

					let’s all wave hello

					to our mammal pals, dolphins—that’s them down below. 
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					in the night—wonder why?

					Echolocation. It works like an eye.

					It sends out a click

					and the click bounces back.

					And the sound of that click

					helps the dolphin keep track

					of where it is going

					and which fish is where

					and whether some foe,

					like a shark, might be there.
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					Isn’t it great?

					With arm after arm just

					for hugging. Yikes—eight!
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					tell me, what would you think

					if I told you the octopus

					shoots out a dark ink?
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					And the fish are beginning 
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					a mate or some prey.
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					like this, day after day.
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					Glossary

					Abyss: A hole almost too deep to measure.

					Defeat: To beat in a contest.

					Foe: Enemy.

					Locate: To find.

					Lungs: The two sac-like organs mammals use for breathing.

					Oxygen: A gas that is found in air. Oxygen is also found in water and in rock. Animals need oxygen to live.

				

			

			
				
					Prey: An animal hunted for food.

					Stun: To shock or cause a person or animal to lose its senses.

					Transparent: Something so light that you can see through it.

					Trench: A deep ditch.

					Tusk: A very long animal tooth.

					Versus: Against—a word used to describe two people or animals that are engaged in a contest.

				

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					For Further Reading

					Down, Down, Down: A Journey to the Bottom of the Sea by Steve Jenkins (Houghton Mifflin Books for Young Readers). An award-winning author-illustrator takes readers on a trip almost seven miles beneath the ocean to the Marianas Trench. For ages 4–7.

					Hungry, Hungry Sharks! by Joanna Cole, illustrated by Patricia Wynne (Random House Children’s Books, Step into Reading, Step 3). An easy-to-read introduction to sharks. For ages 5–8.

				

			

			
				
					First Big Book of the Ocean by Catherine D. Hughes (National Geographic Children’s Books, First Big Books). A super-simple reference book about more than thirty different marine animals. Illustrated with photographs. For ages 4–8.

					An Octopus Is Amazing by Patricia Lauber, illustrated by Holly Keller (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-And-Find-Out-About Science®, Stage 2). A lively, fact-filled book all about octopuses! For ages 4–8.
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					An Octopus Is Amazing by Patricia Lauber, illustrated by Holly Keller (HarperCollins, Let’s-Read-And-Find-Out-About Science®, Stage 2). A lively, fact-filled book all about octopuses! For ages 4–8.

				

			

		

		
		
			
				 

			

		

		
			
				 

			

			
				
					The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library®

					Can You See a Chimpanzee?

					Clam-I-Am!

					Cows Can Moo! Can You?

					Fine Feathered Friends

					A Great Day for Pup

					Hark! A Shark!

					High? Low? Where Did It Go?

					Hurray for Today!

					I Can Name 50 Trees Today!

					Ice Is Nice!

					If I Ran the Dog Show

					If I Ran the Horse Show

					If I Ran the Rain Forest

					Inside Your Outside!

					Is a Camel a Mammal?

					Miles and Miles of Reptiles

					My, Oh My—a Butterfly!

				

			

			
				
					Oh Say Can You Say DI-NO-SAUR?

					Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today?

					Oh Say Can You Seed?

					Oh, the Pets You Can Get!

					Oh, the Things They Invented!

					Oh, the Things You Can Do That Are Good for You!

					On Beyond Bugs!

					Once upon a Mastodon

					One Cent, Two Cents, Old Cent, New Cent

					One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote, You Vote

					Out of Sight Till Tonight!

					Safari, So Good!

					There’s a Map on My Lap!

					There’s No Place Like Space!

					A Whale of a Tale!

					What Cat Is That?

					Who Hatches the Egg?

					Why Oh Why Are Deserts Dry?

					Wish for a Fish

					Would You Rather Be a Pollywog?
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								There is a big gap between “concept” books written for preschoolers and nonfiction that requires fluent reading skills. The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® books introduce beginning readers to important basic concepts about the world we live in. They provide the critical foundations upon which complex facts and ideas can eventually be built. In addition, The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library® shows young readers that books can be entertaining and educational at the same time. This is a wonderful series!

									—	Barbara Kiefer, Ph.D., 

									Charlotte S. Huck Professor 	of Children’s Literature,

									The Ohio State University

								Learn to Read. Read to Learn.
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