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“You know, Nick,” said Sally,

“chocolate can’t be beat.

It melts in your mouth.

It’s yummy and sweet.

“Let’s give our moms

the last chocolates we’ve got.

I know that our moms

both like chocolate a lot.”
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“Chocolate! Oh, joy!”

cried the Cat in the Hat.

“There’s no other snack

as delicious as that!

“It is better than licorice

or toffee or gum!

Mind if I eat these?

Oh, yum, yum, yum, YUM!”
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The Cat grabbed the chocolates

and Sally cried, “Wait!

We saved those for our moms.”

But she said it too late.

“I’m sorry!” the Cat said.

“Oh, what can I say?

When chocolate’s around,

I get carried away.







[image: ]


“Let’s fly to the Forest

of Coco-a-licious!

The chocolate they make there

is truly delicious.

“My good friend the princess

Lotta-Chocka you’ll meet.

The princess knows chocolate’s

my favorite treat.
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“Princess,” said the Cat,

“can you help us today?

Can you make yummy chocolate

for us right away?”

“I can’t,” said the princess.

“My helpers aren’t here.

They go on vacation

this time of the year.”
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“We can do it!” said Nick.

“The Cat, Sally, and me.

We’ll help you make chocolate.

How hard could it be?”

“All right,” said the princess.

“Let’s try it. Let’s go!

I can show you all how.

You’ll love it, I know!
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“When you make chocolate,

you start with a bean.

The best cocoa bean

you ever have seen.”

“These cocoa beans,” said Nick,

“must really taste great.

I think that I’ll eat some.”

“Stop!” the princess cried. “Wait!”
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Nick made a strange face

and grabbed at his tummy.

“They’re awful,” he said.

“They’re bitter—not yummy!”
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“They’re not ready,” said the princess.

“They must dry in the sun.

Then they’ll be roasted,

and when that is done …
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“… they go into a vat.

And soon from each spout,

cocoa butter and chocolate juice

start to pour out.

“Then we add sugar

and turn up the heat.

Keep stirring! Soon you’ll

have a nice, yummy treat!”
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The princess pushed a button.

“Look, kids! Can you see?

You made sweet chocolates

that look just like me!

“Each princess is wearing

a white chocolate gown,

dark chocolate slippers, and

a milk chocolate crown.”
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When they got home,

the kids were excited.

They gave each mom a princess,

and the moms were delighted.

But there was one thing

that was better than that.

The princess made the Cat

his own …
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 … chocolate hat!
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