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“When it rains,” Sally said,

“it’s fun to get wet!”

“Let’s see,” laughed Nick,

“just how wet we can get!



“Let’s jump in this puddle!”

When Sally said “Yes!”

they jumped in and soon were…
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…a mud-covered mess!



Then the Thinga-ma-jigger

flew in and—ker-splat!—

mud splashed all over

the Cat in the Hat!
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“We’re a mess!” Sally said.

“We need to get clean.”

“Yes,” said the Cat.

“I can see what you mean.



“We’ll go on a trip,

and I will show you

how to get clean

like the animals do!”
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“Here’s Carol the sparrow.

She knows a few things

about getting dirt off of

her body and wings.”



“First,” said the sparrow,

“to get clean you must

cover yourself in a

shower of dust.



“Then flap your wings

to get dirt off of you.

It works for us birds.

It will work for you, too!”
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“I like flapping,” said Nick,

“but I really don’t see—

if we’re covered in dust,

just how clean can we be?”
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“Don’t worry!” the Cat said.

“Next we’ll meet some cats

who clean with their tongues

and do not wear hats.



“Meet Leona the Lion.

When she licks her fur,

her tongue is so rough

it takes dirt right off her.”
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“That tickles!” laughed Sally.

“Their tongues do feel rough,

but to get a kid clean

I don’t think that’s enough.”
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“Hanna Hippo,” the Cat said,

“will show us the way

she gets mud and bugs off

her skin every day.”
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“Join me,” said Hanna,

“in this muddy pool.

I don’t get clean here.

I just try to keep cool.



“I get clean when my friends

the oxpeckers begin

to peck all the mud

and the bugs off my skin.”
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So the oxpeckers started

their mud-pecking trick

and tried getting mud

off Sally and Nick.
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“You know, Cat,” said Nick,

“I never have heard

of a kid getting clean

with the help of a bird.”



“You’re right,” said the Cat.

“And I think that it’s time

to rid ourselves now

of this dirt and this grime.”
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“Hippos use birds to

keep mud from sticking.

Lions use tongues to

get clean by licking.



“Sparrows use dust to get

their feathers clean.

But we need something else

that we still haven’t seen.”
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“I know!” said Sally.

“Let’s hurry home now.

There’s a way to get clean

and I’ll show you how!



“We won’t stand in a shower

or soak in a tub.

We won’t need any soap

or a washcloth to scrub.



“We just need …”
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“… a sprinkler!



“When we turn it on,

in just a few minutes

the mud will be gone!”
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