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“We’re ready,” said Sally,

“to go trick-or-treat!

Let’s start with the houses

right here on our street.”

“Not yet,” said Nick.

“My mom said we can’t go

till she finishes work

in an hour or so.”
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“Wait to go trick-or-treat?

Oh, we cannot do that.

Let’s leave right away!”

said the Cat in the Hat.

“Should we trick and then treat?

Or treat and then trick?

We need Halloween goodies

for Sally and Nick!
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“We must go to the Forest

of Splish-Splosh-a-Ree,

where my friend Benny lives

way up high in a tree.”

“Does he go trick-or-treating

like we do?” asked Nick.

“Well, no,” said the Cat,

“but he’ll show you a trick.”
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“Hello!” Benny called.

“Here I am! Look at me!

I’m all the way up in

the top of this tree.

Here is my trick—

and for me it’s a breeze.

I hold on to branches

and swing through the trees.”
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“Nice trick!” said the Cat.

“Now it’s time for a treat.

What do spider monkeys

like you like to eat?”

“Mangoes!” said Benny.

“A sweet, juicy snack.

Here are some mangoes

for you to take back.”
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“Next stop,” said the Cat,

“is Hot-Sand-So-Fab,

where we’ll meet Big Bruce.

He’s a coconut crab.”
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“Hi there,” said Big Bruce.

“Thanks for visiting me.

I am the biggest crab

that you’ll ever see.

Sorry I’m late,

but, you see, I was napping.

I’ll show you my trick.

It is called sideways snapping.”
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“Sideways snapping,” said Nick,

“looks easy. It’s not.”

“Crabs like me,” said Big Bruce,

“sideways-snap a whole lot.”

“Nice trick!” said the Cat.

“Now it’s time for a treat.”

“I want something,” said Big Bruce,

“that’s delicious and sweet.
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“Like a coconut!” he said.

“In that tree there’s a bunch.

I eat them for breakfast

and dinner and lunch.

With my strong claws, I can

open them with one crack.

Here are some coconuts

for you to take back.”
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“Thank you,” said the Cat.

“Now to Dry-Dust-Rust-a-Roo,

where we’ll visit a fruit bat

whose name is Babu.”
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“Hello!” said Babu,

and Nick said, “Hi, Babu!

That sure looks like fun.

Can we hang out with you?”
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“Hanging upside down,”

said Babu, “is my trick.”

“Hey! I’m getting a little bit

dizzy,” said Nick.

“What treat can we give to

an upside-down bat?”

“I know what he’d like

for a treat,” said the Cat.
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“No forks and no spoons.

We don’t even need plates.

What Babu would like is

a handful of dates!”

“Take some, too,” said Babu.

“Put them right in your sack.”

“Thanks,” said the Cat.

“Now we’ve got to get back.”
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“Benny likes mangoes,”

said Sally. “Me too.

And swinging through trees

is what he likes to do.

Babu likes dates

and he hangs all day long.

Big Bruce cracks coconuts

with claws that are strong.”
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“And all the sweet treats

they gave us,” said the Cat,

“fit perfectly in …”
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“… my Halloween hat!”
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“Nick,” Sally said,

“tonight’s Halloween,

but our masks are all wrong.

The worst I have seen!

We’re supposed to look creepy

and crawly and hairy!

But our masks are funny

when they should be scary!”
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“You’re right,” said Nick.

“But what can we do?”

Then a pumpkin exploded

and they heard a loud …
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“BOO!!!”

They both jumped a mile.

Nick said, “What was that?”

Then out of the mess popped

the Cat in the Hat!
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“It is I,” said the Cat.

“Did I give you a fright?

Oh, it’s fun to scare people

on Halloween night!”

“We made masks,” said Nick,

“and we had lots of fun.

But these are not masks

that can scare anyone.”



[image: ]


“Aha!” said the Cat.

“I know who can help you.

He lives in the Forest

of Spooky-Woo-Woo.

My friend is an aye-aye—

a creature, you’ll see,

who lives in a jungle

and sleeps in a tree.

He’s a lot like an ape

and a little like you.

He’s small and he’s hairy

and quite scary, too.”
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“Let’s go!” said Nick.

“When we meet him, we’ll ask

how to make a scary

Halloween mask.”
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“Here’s the Forest,” the Cat said,

“of Spooky-Woo-Woo.”

“It’s dark here,” said Sally,

“and so creepy, too.”
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“I heard something!” said Nick.

“Way up in that tree.

Is it the aye-aye?

It’s too dark to see!”
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“Don’t worry!” the Cat said.

“There’s nothing to fear.

The aye-aye is hiding

somewhere around here.”

“I think,” whispered Nick,

“that we’re in the wrong place.”

Then suddenly something …
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… jumped right in his face!

“YIKES!” they all screamed

in dark Spooky-Woo-Woo.

The Cat said, “Hello there.

Aye-Aye, is that you?”
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“Of course,” said the aye-aye,

who started to giggle

(which then made his long ears

waggle and wiggle).

“Look,” said the aye-aye,

“at my useful ears.

My ears can hear sounds

that no one else hears.

I can listen to bugs

inside of this tree.

Every aye-aye you meet

has ears just like me.”
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“I noticed,” said Nick,

“that your teeth are quite long.”

“That’s true,” said the aye-aye,

“as well as quite strong.

Now I will show you

a trick that is neat.

I’ll bite into this tree

and find bugs I can eat.
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“Long fingers I use

to probe and to tug

deep down in the tree

to pull out a fresh bug!

I think bugs are delicious

for breakfast, don’t you?”

“I like pancakes,” said Nick.

“I like cereal, too.
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Goodbye, Aye-Aye!

Now we know what to do.

We’ll make Halloween masks

that look just like you.”
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“We’ll draw big aye-aye eyes

and long teeth. Then we’ll tie

long ears on each side—

we’ll each be an aye-aye!

An aye-aye looks scary,

but he looks that way

’cause his eyes, teeth, and fingers

help him every day.”
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“In our new masks,” said Sally,

“here’s what we can do—

creep up on the Cat

and then both yell …”
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“BOO!”
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