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“Cool shadow shape,

Sally. Is it . . . a carrot?”

“Nick,” Sally said,

“can’t you see it’s a parrot?

There’s the head and the beak.

There’s the tail and the wings.”

“Sometimes shadow shapes,” Nick said,

“look like different things.”
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“Shadow shapes!” cried the Cat.

“Oh, they’re such fun to do!

Can you tell what shape

I am making for you?”



“An octopus?” said Nick.

“A spider? A chair?

A snake on a rake?

A big teddy bear?”
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“It’s a teapot,” said Sally,

“with a very long spout!”

Then all of a sudden . . .
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. . . their flashlight went out!



“Oh no!” Sally said.

“It’s dark here at night.”

“Fireflies,” said the Cat,

“will give us some light.
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“Press the Shrinkamadoodle!

And we’ll be the right size

to go get some light

from some bright fireflies.”
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They alit in a bush

that sparkled with light.

“Fireflies,” said the Cat,

“flash their lights in the night.



“There’s my friend Shimmer

up high in the sky.

She’s a glowing and beautiful,

bright firefly!”
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“Hello, Cat,” said Shimmer.

“I’m so glad to see you!

I’ve lost my friend Glimmer.

I don’t know what to do!”
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The Cat hollered, “Glimmer!”

Shimmer said, “Sorry, Cat,

but we fireflies don’t call

each other like that.



“We flash our lights

in a pattern, you see.

Glimmer knows this light pattern

is coming from me.
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“Look! Now I see

my friend Glimmer’s own light.

But I think he’s in trouble.

His light isn’t right.



“His light isn’t flashing

with its usual glow!

Glimmer needs us to help him.

Oh, hurry! Let’s go!”
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“Shimmer!” said Glimmer.

“I’m glad you came back.

I’m stuck and don’t want

to be some spider’s snack!”



“Don’t worry,” the Cat said.

“Tonight you’re in luck.

My Web-snipper-ma-clipper

will get you unstuck.”
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“Thank you!” said Glimmer.

“Now what can we do?

You helped us, so tell me,

how can we help you?”



The Cat said, “Come with us

and bring your bright light

so we can have more

shadow-shape fun tonight.
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“Fireflies shine with

a natural light.

They use it to call

to each other at night.



“And thanks to the brilliant

light that they throw,

we get to put on a fun . . .
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“. . . shadow show!”
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