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Dear Parents

Dear Parent:

Your child’s love of reading starts here!



Every child learns to read in a different way and at his or her own speed. You can help your young reader improve and become more confident by encouraging his or her own interests and abilities. You can also guide your child’s spiritual development by reading stories with biblical values and Bible stories, like I Can Read! books published by Zonderkidz. From books your child reads with you to the first books he or she reads alone, there are I Can Read! books for every stage of reading:




	[image: ]	SHARED READING
Basic language, word repetition, and whimsical illustrations, ideal for sharing with your emergent reader.

	[image: ]	BEGINNING READING
Short sentences, familiar words, and simple concepts for children eager to read on their own.

	[image: ]	READING WITH HELP
Engaging stories, longer sentences, and language play for developing readers.

	[image: ]	READING ALONE
Complex plots, challenging vocabulary, and high-interest topics for the independent reader.

	[image: ]	ADVANCED READING
Short paragraphs, chapters, and exciting themes for the perfect bridge to chapter books.





I Can Read! books have introduced children to the joy of reading since 1957. Featuring award-winning authors and illustrators and a fabulous cast of beloved characters, I Can Read! books set the standard for beginning readers.



A lifetime of discovery begins with the magical words “I Can Read!”

Visit www.icanread.com for information on enriching your child’s reading experience. Visit www.zonderkidz.com for more Zonderkidz I Can Read! titles.




Begin Reading
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These are the Pirates
Who Don’t Do Anything!
Pirate Larry, Pirate Lunt, and
Pirate Pa Grape are their names.

The three pirates live
on a ship.
Every day they sit
together and do … nothing.
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The pirates watch TV.
They wear funny hats.
They eat cheese curls.
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They play tic-tac-toe.
And at one o’clock,
the pirates walk their duck.
They always have a lot
of fun doing nothing together.
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But one day, Pirate Larry was
sad.

“I am tired of doing nothing,”
Larry said.

“I want to do something
exciting!”
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“You can’t,” said Pirate Lunt.
“We are the Pirates
Who Don’t Do Anything.
We don’t DO anything.”
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“Then I am tired of being me,”
Larry said.

“I want to be somebody else.”
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“But God made you,” Pa said.
“He loves you the way you are!”
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“Come on, guys,” Larry said.
“Think about how great
it could be to be somebody else!

Think about how great it
could be to DO something else!”
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“I AM tired of tic-tac-toe,”
Pa said.

“This chalk will never
come off my hat.”
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“Maybe we should move to
TaterTown,” Lunt said.
“That would be
an exciting place to be!”
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Larry and Pa agreed.
The pirates sat back.

They closed their eyes.
They dreamed of being Taters.
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They dreamed of riding

the Tater Train.
They played Tater games.

They wore Tater hats.
They even dreamed of
eating Tater treats!
But …
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They didn’t like Tater treats.
“Look at these cheese curls!”
Pirate Lunt said.
“They aren’t curly!”
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Being a Tater was a bad idea.
“We cannot be Taters,” Larry said.
“They don’t have curly cheese curls.”
All three pirates agreed.
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Then Larry had an idea.
“Let’s go to Cookie Island,”
he said.

“They have great snacks there!”
The pirates smiled.
They closed their eyes.

They dreamed of sailing
to Cookie Island.
It was a long trip.
The pirates got very hungry.
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When they arrived, the pirates
roped a giant cookie.
They tugged and pulled.
And pulled and tugged.

They put the cookie on the ship.
The cookie was too heavy!
The ship began to sink!
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“I don’t want to sail to Cookie
Island,” Pirate Lunt yelled.
“Too much work,” said
Pirate Pa.

“Too dangerous,” Pirate
Larry said.

The pirates woke up from
that dream in a hurry!
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The pirates thought about it.
The pirates talked about it.
Maybe Larry was wrong.
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“It’s not so bad being a Pirate
Who Doesn’t Do Anything,”
Larry said.
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So the pirates ordered
another pizza.
They watched TV.
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And at one o’clock, they
walked the duck.
The three friends were
happy just being …
The Pirates Who Don’t
Do Anything!
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How you made me is amazing
and wonderful. I praise you
for that. — Psalm 139:14



How you made me is amazing
and wonderful. I praise you for that.
— Psalm 139:14
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About the Publisher

Founded in 1931, Grand Rapids, Michigan-based Zondervan, a division of HarperCollinsPublishers, is the leading international Christian communications company, producing best-selling Bibles, books, new media products, a growing line of gift products and award-winning children's products. The world's largest Bible publisher, Zondervan (www.zondervan.com) holds exclusive publishing rights to the New International Version of the Bible and has distributed more than 150 million copies worldwide. It is also one of the top Christian publishers in the world, selling its award-winning books through Christian retailers, general market bookstores, mass merchandisers, specialty retailers, and the Internet. Zondervan has received a total of 68 Gold Medallion awards for its books, more than any other publisher.
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Share Your Thoughts


With the Author: Your comments will be forwarded to the author when you send them to zauthor@zondervan.com.

With Zondervan: Submit your review of this book by writing to zreview@zondervan.com.



Free Online Resources at
www.zondervan.com/hello
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	Zondervan AuthorTracker: Be notified whenever your favorite authors publish new books, go on tour, or post an update about what's happening in their lives.
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	Daily Bible Verses and Devotions: Enrich your life with daily Bible verses or devotions that help you start every morning focused on God.
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	Free Email Publications: Sign up for newsletters on fiction, Christian living, church ministry, parenting, and more.
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	Zondervan Bible Search: Find and compare Bible passages in a variety of translations at www.zondervanbiblesearch.com.
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	Other Benefits: Register yourself to receive online benefits like coupons and special offers, or to participate in research.
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