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For Jasper, who is a force of nature
—L.S.

For Cosmo and Misha
—J.I.
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The sun was up. The day was bright!

It filled our room with yellow light.

It woke us both, so right away …
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We grabbed our things, were on our way.
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We drove out to the oceanside.

The sand was hot. The waves were wide.

Tall grasses swayed. The salty air

Was soft and still and everywhere.
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And the waves whispered …
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We found a place so great and green,

The deepest field we’d ever seen.

We gathered berries, sweet and red,

As shadows circled overhead.
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And the sky sang …
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We helped our parents plant some trees.
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We found some mice.
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        We found some bees!
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Then suddenly,

The rain came down.

In plips and plops

It hit the ground.




And the storm shushed …
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We climbed into the sandy car

With all our treasures in a jar.
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We stopped for dinner, stopped to see …
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Stopped again so I could pee.
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And the road rumbled …
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When we got home, the sky was black.

The cat was happy we’d come back.
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And though the day was done and gone,

Somehow the lights were all still on!
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Laurel Snyder spends a lot of time wandering the great green world with her kids. But when she’s inside, she’s usually writing. She’s the author of picture books—among them Nosh, Schlep, Schluff: BabYiddish and Baxter, the Pig Who Wanted to Be Kosher—and novels such as Bigger than a Bread Box, Penny Dreadful, and Any Which Wall. Originally from Baltimore, she now makes her home in Atlanta, conveniently close to an urban farm and a kudzu-tangled creek. Visit her at laurelsnyder.com.



Jui Ishida was born in Taiwan and raised in Japan. She studied illustration at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California, and graduated with distinction. She has illustrated many children’s books, including Somewhere So Sleepy by Diane Muldrow, Sail Away, Little Boat by Janet Buell, and God Created by Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones. Jui lives in Long Beach, California, with her husband and two children.
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