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“What are you doing up here, Little Cub?” Papa Bear asked.
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“Lookin’ for angels,” she said in a hushed voice. “The bunnies said they’re all around us.”
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“Ahhh,” Papa said. “Did you see any?”



“Not yet. But Mama says they’re hard to find. They’re imbisible.”



“Most of the time, they are invisible. But not always.”
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“Have you ever seen one?” Little Cub asked. “I mean, for reals?”



“I haven’t, but I agree with the bunnies. They’re often with us.”
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“Are some here now?” she whispered.



“Maybe,” he whispered back.
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“What do angels do all day, Papa?”
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“Angels live to serve God. Whatever he wants them to do, they do. And he loves us. So sometimes they bring messages from him to us. Other times they guard us or even fight for us. And they’re always worshiping God.”
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“Does all that worshipin’ give them those halo thingies?”
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“They don’t actually have halos. Artists just show them that way because angels hang out with God so much, they sometimes glow with his light.”
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“Glow like a lantern?”
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Papa laughed. “Kind of. Some have said that seeing an angel is like looking at the sun. They can appear like the biggest, strongest bears you’ve ever met. Some angels even carry a flaming sword.”
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“A flaming sword?” Little Cub said. “I want one of those!”


[image: ]

“Me too,” Papa said with a laugh. “But only angels get to carry them.”
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“Angels can look so much like us, we wouldn’t even notice them. That’s one reason why we should be nice to everyone we meet, because some might be angels in disguise.”
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“In disguise?” she said. “They play dress-up like me?”
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“In a way. Sometimes they like to blend in and not distract us. To see if we’re willing to take care of others in need—those who might be sick or hungry or without a place to stay.”
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“Huh. The bunnies said they were our guardians or somethin’.”
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“There are angels that protect us. Sometimes God sends them to keep us from harm. And sometimes he just uses plain ol’ parents!”
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“But I’m not always safe,” Little Cub said. “I’ve gotten hurt. Why didn’t God give me an angel those times?”
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“I’m not sure, Little Cub. But no matter what happens, we can trust he is near and watching. He loves us, even more than the angels do.”
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“Should we pray to angels? You know, to ask them to help us?”
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“Angels are God’s servants. He’s their boss. We should pray only to God, because he is the one who tells them what to do.”
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“The bunnies say the angels are always singing. But I can’t hear ’em.”
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“That’s because they’re up in heaven. I bet they sing because their hearts are so full,” Papa said. “Can you imagine being able to see God? Touch him? Know him, like we know each other? That would make us the happiest bears alive. We’d be smiling and singing too.”
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“Will we get to be angels when we die?”


[image: ]

“Nope. Angels have lived with God for a very long time and always will. They were there when he created the earth! We will always be bears. But we’ll see angels in heaven for sure.”
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“God really created angels to serve him more than us, Little Cub. They love him and would do anything for him.”
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Little Cub was quiet. “I love God too.”



“I know, Little Cub. So do I.”
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“I hope I get to see an angel sometime,” Little Cub said. “You know. For reals. Then I could tell those bunnies.”
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Papa smiled. “When you do, you’ll catch a glimpse of God’s glory and what we’ll see in heaven. But until then, I’m going to pray that God sends his angels to watch over you, whether you can see them or not.”
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Little Cub went to sleep that night and dreamed of singing with the angels and worshiping God. And she was glad, so glad, that God gave them all, angels.
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